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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB

Bill No. 8 of 2016

THE PUNJAB LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 

A

Bill 
further to amend the Punjab Local Government Act 2013.
It is necessary further to amend the Punjab Local Government Act 2013 (XVIII of 2013) to empower the Government to divide the Metropolitan Corporation and Municipal Corporations into zones, for effective service delivery; to rationalize the representation of the marginalized segments of the society in the local governments by increasing the number of workers, peasants and technocrat members; to enhance the number of Deputy Mayors and Vice Chairmen; to update the provisions for presiding over a meeting of the Metropolitan Corporation, Municipal Corporation and District Council in the absence of the Mayor or the Chairman; and, for other purposes.
Be it enacted by Provincial Assembly of the Punjab as follows:

1.
Short title and commencement.– (1) This Act may be cited as the Punjab Local Government (Amendment) Act 2016.
(2)
It shall come into force at once.

2.
Insertion of section 7A in Act XVIII of 2013.– In the Punjab Local Government Act 2013 (XVIII of 2013), for brevity cited as ‘the said Act’, after section 7, the following section 7A shall be inserted:

“7A.
Zones.- Notwithstanding anything contained in the Act, the Government may, by notification, divide the Metropolitan Corporation or a Municipal Corporation into such zones as the Government may considers necessary and may provide for the consequences which shall follow such division.”
3.
Amendment in section 14 of Act XVIII of 2013.– In the said Act, in section 14, in subsection (2):
(a)
for clause (b), the following shall be substituted:

“(b)
such peasant members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may notify on the basis of the number of the Union Councils in the District Council;”; and

(b)
for clause (c), the following shall be substituted:

“(c)
such technocrat members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may notify on the basis of the number of Union Councils in the District Council;”.
4.
Amendment in section 15 of Act XVIII of 2013.– In the said Act, in section 15:
(a)
in subsection (1):

(i)
for clause (b), the following shall be substituted:

“(b)
ten worker members;” and

(ii)
for clause (c), the following shall be substituted:
“(c)
ten technocrat members;”;
(b)
in subsection (2):

(i)
for clause (b), the following shall be substituted:

“(b)
such number of worker members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may notify on the basis of the number of the Union Councils in the Municipal Corporation;” and
(ii)
for clause (c), the following shall be substituted:
“(c)
such number of technocrat members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may notify on the basis of the number of the Union Councils in the Municipal Corporation;”.
(1) in sub-section (3), for clause (b), the following shall be substituted:

“(b)
such worker members, not exceeding three, as the Government may notify on the basis of the number of wards in the Municipal Committee;”.

5.
Amendment in section 68 of Act XVIII of 2013.–  In the said Act, in section 68:

(a) for subsection (2), the following shall be substituted:

“(2) A meeting of the Metropolitan Corporation, Municipal Corporation and District Council shall be presided over by the Mayor or the Chairman and, in his absence, by the Deputy Mayor or the Vice Chairman who is present in the meeting and is senior in age.”; and
(b) after subsection (2), following subsection (2A) shall be inserted:

“(2A) A meeting of a Municipal Committee and a Union Council shall be presided over by the Chairman and, in his absence, by the Vice Chairman and, in the absence of both, by a member chosen for that purpose by the members present.”

6.
Amendment in section 78 of Act XVIII of 2013.– In the said Act, in section 78: 
(a)
for subsection (1), the following shall be substituted:

“(1) 
The Chairman of a District Council shall be the executive head of the District Council.”; and
(b)
after subsection (1), the following subsection (1A) shall be inserted:

(1A) The Vice Chairman, who is senior in age, shall perform the functions of the Chairman when the Chairman is unable to perform his functions on account of absence or for any other reason.”
7.
Amendment in section 88 of Act XVIII of 2013.– In the said Act, in section 88, for subsection (2), the following shall be substituted:

“(2) 
The Deputy Mayor, who is senior in age, shall perform the functions of the Mayor when the Mayor is unable to perform his functions on account of absence or for any other reason.”.
8.
Amendment in the First Schedule of Act XVIII of 2013.– In the said Act, in the First Schedule:

(a) in PART-II, in column 3, under heading ‘Membership’:

(i) for the expression “A District Council having population of more than one million shall have two Vice Chairmen and thereafter there shall be one additional Vice Chairman for each one million of additional population”, the expression “A District Council having population of more than five hundred thousand shall have two Vice Chairmen and thereafter there shall be one additional Vice Chairman for each five hundred thousand of additional population” shall be substituted;

(ii) ffor the expression “Such number of peasant members, not exceeding three members”, the expression “Such number of peasant members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members” shall be substituted; and

(iii) for the expression “One technocrat member”, the expression “Such number of technocrat members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may, by notification, determine on the basis of the number of Union Councils in the District Council” shall be substituted;
(b) in PART-III, under heading ‘Membership’, for the  “worker members, not exceeding three members” shall be substituted;
(b)
in PART-IV, in column 3, under the heading ‘Membership’:

(i) for the expression “A Municipal Corporation having population of more than one million shall have two Deputy Mayors and thereafter there shall be one additional Deputy Mayor for each one million of additional population”, the expression “A Municipal Corporation having population up to one million shall have two Deputy Mayors, a Municipal Corporation having population of more than one million shall have four Deputy Mayors and thereafter there shall be two additional Deputy Mayors for each five hundred thousand of additional population” shall be substituted;

(ii) for the expression “Two worker members”, the expression “Such number of worker members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may, by notification, determine on the basis of the number of Union Councils in a Municipal Corporation” shall be substituted; and

(iii) for the expression “Two technocrat members”, the expression “Such number of technocrat members, subject to the minimum of two and the maximum of ten members, as the Government may, by notification, determine on the basis of the number of Union Councils in a Municipal Corporation” shall be substituted;
(c) in PART-V, in column 3, under the heading ‘Membership’:

(i) for the words “nine Deputy Mayors”, the words “thirteen Deputy Mayors” shall be substituted;
(ii) for the words “Five worker members”, the words “Ten worker members” shall be substituted; and

(iii) for the words “Three technocrat members”, the words “Ten technocrat members” shall be substituted.
9.
Repeal.– The Punjab Local Government (Amendment) Ordinance, 2016 (IV of 2016) is hereby repealed.
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