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77 years ago, on 11" August 1947, the founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Mr Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in his address to the first constituent
“You are free; you are free to go to your temples, you assembly, espoused his vision of freedom, equality, and justice, in the following words:
are free to go to your mosques or to any other places of worship in this state of Pakistan.” In the honor of his landmark address, 11" August is
recognized every year as a National Minorities Day to pay tribute to the Minorities Day to pay tribute to the minorities and remember their
role in the creation and development of Pakistan. The declaration to mark National Minorities Day was adopted as part of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of help and secure those belonging to religious, linguistic, national or ethnic minority groups. Several minority
leaders contributed significantly to shaping the foundations of Pakistan. Jogindera Nath Mandal, a Dalit leader and member of the Constituent
Assembly of Pakistan served as Pakistan’s first Law minister. While Satya Prakash Singha was the Speaker of the Punjab Legislative Assembly in
1947, when this house voted in favour of West Punjab. A.R. Cornelius was appointed as Chief Justice of Pakistan in 1960 and subsequently, the
Minister for Law in 1969. The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan has enshrined profound fundamental and socio-economic
guarantees for the minorities. Article 25 of the Constitution holds all citizens, “equal before law and entitled to equal protection of law”, while
Article 36 mandates the state to “safeguard the legitimate rights and interest of minorities”. These provisions manifest an irrevocable share of
all religious minorities in the legal benefits and rights, provided by the State. This House assures to support the provision of constitutional and
other legal guarantees to the minorities; streamlining the implementation of ongoing initiatives of minority development and amplifying their

role and participation in provincial and national politics.
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You are requested to take appropriate action in terms of rule 126 of the Rules of Procedure of Provincial Assembly of

the Punjab 1997.
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We, the elected representatives of the province of Punjab express in our unwavering support for the
legitimate cause of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. We reaffirm their inalienable right to self-
determination, as enshrined in United Nations Security Council Resolution 47.

We strongly condemn the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35-A, the ongoing human rights violations,
sham elections, and the fabrication of false domiciles designed to manipulate future plebiscites. These
actions violate democratic principles and international law.

We call for the immediate cessation of all repressive measures and demand the full restoration of
fundamental rights and freedoms for the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

We appeal to the international community, particularly the United Nations, to intervene and ensure a
free, fair, and impartial plebiscite, conducted under UN supervision, to determine the future of Jammu
and Kashmir.

We also urge the United Nations to establish an independent commission to investigate human rights
abuses and provide humanitarian assistance to affected population.

We reaffirm our commitment to a peaceful resolution through diplomatic engagement and call on all
parties to refrain from actions that could further escalate tensions.

We stand in solidarity with the people of Jammu and Kashmir and pledge to continue advocating for
their rights, freedom and dignity.
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The Provincial Assembly of the Punjab:-
e Recognizes the importance of regional cooperation and diplomacy in ensuring peace, security,
and prosperity among member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO):
o Acknowledges that the SCO serves as a vital platform for member nations to engage in dialogue
on pressing regional issues, Including security, economic cooperation, and cultural exchanges;
e Appreciates the leadership role Pakistan has played in fostering regional integration and its
continued commitment to the core objectives of the SCO;
e Expresses that the upcoming SCO meeting in Islamabad is a momentous occasion, providing a
unique opportunity to further strengthen diplomatic ties with key regional partners;
o Welcomes the esteemed Heads of States, dignitaries, and high-level representatives from SCO
) o o o : L bz
member and observer states, who are attending this important gathering in Pakistan's capital; N ’
202445115 (PP-06) 16 2

e Considers that this meeting is a significant diplomatic achievement for Pakistan, reflecting its
growing influence in regional and global affairs;

And this House resolves to:

1. Extend a warm and cordial welcome to the Heads of States and dignitaries participating in the SCO
meeting in Islamabad, expressing the pride of the people of Punjab in hosting this prestigious event in
our country.

2. Commend the Government of Pakistan for its successful diplomatic efforts in promoting peace and
cooperation through multilateral platforms like the SCO.

3. Affirm the Assembly's belief that Pakistan's hosting of the SCO meeting will foster deeper
collaboration in areas such as trade, counter-terrorism, cultural exchange, and sustainable
development.

4. Express confidence that the outcomes of this meeting will contribute to peace, stability, and
prosperity in the region and will enhance Pakistan's standing in the international community.
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During the tenure of Provincial Assembly of the Punjab from 2018 to 2023, due to the then prevalent political
situation, the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab had to hold two sessions concurrently in June 2022 at different LEFE i
venues, i.e. at Assembly Chambers and at Aiwan-e-lgbal, Lahore, while both Sessions were numbered commonly T S
as 41° Session. By
, During both these sessions, important Assembly business was transacted including passage of Annual Budget At
20242414 1 5022-23 and Supplementary Budget 2021-22, passage of Bills, passage of amendments to the Rules of Procedure L7 LD 18 32
of Provincial Assembly of the Punjab and oath of Members-elect. However, the proceedings of 41 Session held in 9
Aiwan-e-lgbal could not be included in the Assembly record. This House, therefore, resolves to validate the
proceedings of both the Sessions and also to include the proceedings held in Aiwan-e-lgbal in the official (PP-148)
Assembly record.
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“The Punjab Assembly resolves that as per findings of the 2023 Census, there is a rapid and unsustainable
population growth rate that threatens the balance between the population size and available resources in the
province.
The province of Punjab is already facing significant challenges in ensuring adequate access to basic services, such
as nutrition, education, healthcare, and housing, due to the unchecked growth. It is essential to ensure the
fundamental rights of all citizens, including access to quality life, adequate resources, and opportunities for
sustainable development, by addressing the root cause of population pressure.
This House resolves and recognizes the urgency of controlling population growth in Punjab to secure the future of
all citizens and promote sustainable development. The House calls for the following actions:

1. Immediate Implementation of Family Planning Programs

2. Awareness and Education Campaigns

Enhanced Service Delivery to improve the accessibility and quality of family planning services,

especially in underserved areas, and work towards ensuring that these services are both effective and easily
available to all families.
This resolution is a cross-party call for action, uniting all political parties in the Punjab Assembly to support the
urgent measures required to bring the population growth in line with Punjab’s available resources, ensuring a
sustainable and prosperous future for all its citizens.”
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This House acknowledges with great pride that the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab, under the leadership of
Speaker Malik Muhammad Ahmed Khan and the Assembly Secretariat, successfully hosted the 1st
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) Asia and South-East Asia Regional Conference in Lahore,
Pakistan. This House recognizes that this Conference is the largest International parliamentary Conference hosted
by Punjab Assembly, marking a historic moment in the country's parliamentary and diplomatic landscape. This
House commends Speaker Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan for his visionary leadership, planning, and dedication
in organizing this prestigious event, along with the Assembly Secretariat, which has significantly enhanced
Pakistan's global Image as a nation committed to democratic values, parliamentary diplomacy and international
cooperation. The Conference brought together parliamentarians and parliamentary staff from numerous
countries including Sri Lanka, Maldives, the United Kingdom, Zambia, and Malaysia. The Conference facilitated
meaningful discussions on regional governance, sustainability, artificial intelligence regulation, climate change,
health and education. By taking this initiative and welcoming foreign delegates to Pakistan, this combined effort
has projected a positive and progressive image of Pakistan to the world. This House further appreciates that
Lahore, the cultural and historical heart of Pakistan and its people have once again demonstrated their tradition
of warm hospitality, impressing the international delegates with their rich heritage, inclusivity, and generosity.
This House recognizes that this successful event has reaffirmed Pakistan's capability to host large-scale
international conferences, strengthening its position as a key player in global parliamentary engagement and
intergovernmental relations. This House also appreciates all members of the Punjab Assembly for their
contributions to this achievement. This House further extends its gratitude to everyone who served for this
conference, especially all the security personnel and officers, whose dedication and professionalism ensured the
safety and success of the event. Special appreciation is extended to Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif for her
support and patronage, without which this accomplishment would not have been possible.
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This House expresses its grave concern over the devastating humanitarian crisis and genocide of Muslims in Gaza caused by
the Israeli forces, which has led to widespread loss of life, displacement, and destruction of civilian infrastructure. According
to media reports, thousands of Palestinians, including children and women, have lost their lives and even more injured since
the escalation of hostilities in October 2023. Approximately 85 percent of the population of Gaza has been forcibly displaced,
many of whom are sheltering in overcrowded and inadequate facilities. The scale of destruction and use of explosive
weaponry has compounded the suffering of an already besieged population and raised serious concerns under international
humanitarian law.
This House recalls that Islam emphasizes the sanctity of life, justice, and the peaceful resolution of conflict.
This House further reaffirms Pakistan's historical position in support of the Palestinian people's right to dignity, justice, and
self-determination, and recognizes the role of the international community in ending violence and upholding the principles of
international humanitarian law.
Therefore, this House resolves to communicate its unanimous and profound concern to the Federal Government of Pakistan,
urging them to intensify their diplomatic, political and humanitarian efforts to work towards an immediate ceasefire in Gaza.
This House also recommends to the Federal Government that it:

e Raise the issue in all relevant international forums, particularly the United Nations Security Council and the

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

e Support all humanitarian ceasefire initiatives and unimpeded access to aid for civilians;

e Advocate for a just and durable peace in accordance with international law and the protection of human rights.
This House expresses its solidarity with the people of Palestine and reaffirms its sympathies and support for the people of
Gaza.
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