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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY
AND FISHERIES REGARDING THE PU NJAB FOREST
(AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 (BILL NO. 37 OF 2015)

The Punjab Forest (Amendment) Bill 2015 (Bill No. 37 of 2015} was referred to the
Standing Committee on Forestry and Fisheries on 27 Angust 2015, The Committee considered

the Bill in its meeting held on 6 October 2015.

2. The following were present:—
1L Chaudhry Iftikhar Hussain Chhachhar, MPA (PP-188) Chairman
2. Mr Shafgat Mahmood, MPA (PP-119) Member
3. Ms Rukhsana Kokab, MPA (W-308) Member
4, Mr Imtiaz Ahmad Lali, MPA (PP-75) Member
5. Rai Mansab Ali Khan, MPA (PP-202) Member
6. Mrs Raheela Anwar, MPA (W-357) Member
5. Captain (Retd) J ahanzeb Khan, Secretary to Government of the Punjab, Forestry,

wildlife and Fisheries Department and Dr Riaz Mahmood, Director {(Admn)., [aw and
Parliamentary Affairs Department represented their Departments. Mr Faiz-ul-Basit, Additicnal
Secretary (Committees), Provincial Assembly of the Punjab functioned as Secrelary 10 the

Committee.

4. Captain (Retd) Jahanzeb Khan, Secretary to Government of the Punjab, Forestry.
Wildlife and Fisheries Department apprised the Committee about the aims and objects of the
Bill. He said that the Chief Minister Punjab had decided to establish Forest Company to tackle
blank forest areas for raising forest plantation in meeting held on 7 June 2014 and approved the
concept of Forest Company, however, agreed with the advice of the Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Department that amendment in the Forest Act and subsidiary rules was required
essentially. The amendment in Act would support the department in expediting the process of
afforestation of blank areas on a large scale through private investment. The private investment
would have beneficial impact on the financial resources of the province. The large scale
afforestation would generate employment opportunities at the local level. The new -forest
resource created on forest land would be beneficial for wood based industry for producing raw

material locally, and would also be saved precious foreign exchange. The addition of forest

Contd...P/2




2K
resource would be resulted in fulfilling international obligations and combat adverse of climate
change. Therefore, certain amendments in the Forest Act, 1927 (XVII of 1927) were required for
better utilization of waste land through establishment of forest companies and for ancillary
matters. He also apprised the Committee about the formation and functions of forest company on

the basis of public private partnership.

5. The Committee after hearing the Members, having the view point of the Administrative
Department as well as Law and Parliamentary Affairs Department and discussing various points,

unanimously decided to recommend that the Bill as introduced, may be passed by the Asserrbly.

6. A copy of the Bill as introduced in the Assembly and as recommended by the Committee

is at Annexure.

(CHAUDHRY IFTIKHAR HUSSAIN CHHACHHAR)

Lahore Chairman

6 October 2015 Standing Committee on Forestry and Fisheries
Lahore (HAFIZ MUHAMMAD SHAFIQ ADIL:

6 October 2015 Acting Secretary




ANNEXURE

(BILL AS INTRODUCED IN THE ASSEMBLY AND RECOMMENDED BY THE
STANDING COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY AND FISHERIES)

PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB

Bill No. 37 of 2015

THE PUNJAB FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015

A
BILL

to amend the Forest Act, 1927.
Certain amendments in the Forest Act, 1927 (XVil of 1927) are required for better
utilization of wasteland through establishment of forest companies and for ai*~illary

matters;
Be it enacted by Provincial Assembly of the Punjab as follows:

i. Short title and commencement— (1) This Act may be cited as the Punjab
Forest (Amendment) Act 2015.
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment in section 2 of Act XVl of 1927.— In the Forest Act, 1927 (XVII of
1927), for brevity cited as the said Act, in section 2, after clause (c), the following clause

(ca) shall be inserted:
“(ca) “forest company” means a company established under the Act;”

3. Insertion of Chapter XII-A to Act XVII 1927 .— In the said Act, after Chapter XII,
the following Chapter XII-A shall be inserted:
“CHAPTER XII-A
FOREST COMPANY
78-A. Forest company.— (1) The Government may establish a forest company
under the Companies Ordinance, 1984 (XLVIl of 1984) to oversee the
implementation of public private partnership on assigned forest land or
wasteland.

(2) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, assign
a blank forest land or wasteland owned by the Government to a forest company.

(3) The Government shall not notify a forest land or wasteland under
subsection (2) unless the nature and extent of the rights of the Government and
of private persons in or over the forest land or wasteland have been inquired into
and recorded at a survey or settlement or in such other manner as the
Government deems appropriate.

(4)  Subject to the Companies Ordinance, 1984 (XLVII of 1984), the
Government may constitute the Board of Directors of a forest company with
equal representation from public and private sectors to manage functioning of the
forest company. u
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(5)  The forest company shall, in addition to its Articles of Association

and Memorandum of Association, comply with the provisions of this Act and the
rules.
78-B. Procedure for partnership.— (1) The forest company shall invite
applications of eligible persons through a public notice, published in at least two
nationa! daily newspapers, for public private partnership for the development of
forest on the forest land or wasteland.

(2)  The eligibility criteria for an applicant shall include:

(a) availability of required technical and other human resource
to undertake the project;

(b) financial capacity; and

{c)  relevant experience.

(3} The forest company shall execute the afforestation plan in
accordance with the Agreement signed with the successful applicant that shall
not exceed fifteen years but it may contain provision for extension of the
Agreement for one more term of fifteen years subject to satisfactory performance
by the applicant.

(4) The forest company and the person occupying a forest land or
wasteland under public private partnership shall protect:

(@  the forest land or wasteland from any type of encroachment
or use other than the permitted or permissible use under the
Agreement, this Act or the rules; and

(b)  the forest produce from illegal removal, illegal cultiveien or
other incidents such as forest fire, insect attack and
diseases.

(5)  The forest company shall deposit the profit with the Government.

(6)  The forest company shall maintain record of forest produce and
shall annually submit the record of the forest produce to the Government.

(7)  The Government may notify a monitoring committee to monitor and
evaluate the afforestation plan of the forest company.

(8)  The forest company and the occupant shall rectify any violations to
the afforestation plan specified by the monitoring committee within sixty days.

(9) The Government may conduct third party validation to evaluate
performance of the forest company or any public private partnership project
under the Act.”

Amendment in section 80-A of Act XVII of 1927 — In the said Act, for section

80-A, the following shall be substituted:

“80-A. Public private partnership.— (1) Subject to the Punjab Public Fiivate
Partnership Act 2014 (IX of 2014) and any other law for the time being in force,
the Government may itself or through a forest company invite proposals for the
development of a forest land or wasteland.

(2)  The Government may itself or through a forest company enter into
public private partnership for the development, preservation and conservation of
a forest land or wasteland.

(3}  Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Government may itself or
through a forest company permit any person to use a blank forest land or
wasteland for increase in the productivity of the forest.

(4)  The Government shall not permit use of forest iand or wasteland
assigned to a forest company for:

(a)  construction of any permanent structure; or




5

-3-

(b) change of land use for the purpose other than the
development of forest or forest related activities.

(5)  Subject to the Punjab Public Private Partnership Act 2014 (/X of
2014) and any other law for the time being in force, the Government or forest
company shall enter into a detailed contractua! arrangement with any person in
accordance with the provision of this section.

(6) !f, in the opinion of the Government or forest company, the person
has violated any provision of the Act or the contractual arrangement, the
Government may, in addition to any other penalty prescribed under the Act,
recover possession of the forest land or wasteland from the occupant.

(7)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the Goveriznent
or forest company or any other occupant of the forestland or wasteland to permit
or to do an act, which is prohibited or punishable under the Act.”

Repeal.— The Punjab Forest (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015 (XVIIl of 2015) is

h.ereby repealed.

MINISTER INCHARGE

Lahore: RAI MUMTAZ HUSSAIN BABAR
27 August 2015 Secretary



