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DR. SAMMIA AMJAD: Thank you Mr Speaker, for giving 

me an opportunity to express my views on the budget for the 

year 2006-07. I express my congratulations and jubilations to 

the entire Assembly because for the first time in the history of 

Pakistan, the 4th budget has been presented by this Assembly 

which was never done before by any other Assembly. This is in 
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fact an indication of the growing integrity of the political 

system in Pakistan. It is a proof that continuity of tenure of an 

elected government is the most important part which ensures 

that this government has been able to come forward with the 4th 

budget. 

The President of Pakistan, Gen. Pervaiz Musharraf 

vehemently declared that the Assemblies will be dissolved over 

his dead body when he first addressed the MPAs at Governor 

House in 2002. Today we see that he has upheld his “word of 

honour” and the history has been laid. 

Mr. Speaker! sir, I want to say that this is indeed not just 

one incident in the history of Pakistan, it should be laid as 

tradition and it should be ensured in future that yes; an 

Assembly can sit till the end of its tenure because it is the only 

thing in which the salvation of the people of Pakistan exists. It 

was because of the patience, able and open hearted leadership of 

Ch. Parvez Elahi that today thousands of small fragments of 

political parties have aggregated under one flag of Pakistan 

Muslim League. This difficult job was brought about by 

discussion, dialogue and resolving of small misgivings, 

forgoing false egos to reach a political consensus that will 

ensure political stability and sustainability. It's head off to the 

determination of a true and a brave heart Ch. Parvez Elahi. 

Mr. Speaker! Sir, the budget 2006-2007 will realize and 

achieve the goals and initiatives that were made in the past. It 

will be in keeping with the Vision 2020 of the Chief Minister 

enunciated on June 15, 2000 and will ensure a more prosperous, 
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a better educated, a healtheir and an enlightened Province with 

the enhancement of quality of life of the citizens. 

A special congratulation is also for the new transition of 

the budgetary statements into the New Account Model which 

merits a special word of praise. The hard work done by the 

present bureaucracy and the Ministry for Finance in achieving 

the international targets needs credit. Sir, I shall now only touch 

on the health sector programme today. It is a revolution which 

is going to take place and which has already started in the 

Health Department. The Millenium Development goals had 

special focus on streamlining the Health Department which is 

highly commendable. First, the health Care Delivery Project 

Management (HCDP) speaks of its way forward by the 

improvement of 4 important health indicators that show that the 

health of this country is the first and the prime concern of the 

Government of Punjab. 43 percent of Trained Birth Attendants 

as compared to 24 percent which were  in 2004; 74 percent of 

children fully immunized as compared to 57 percent  that were 

in 2002; the infant mortality rate of 72/1000 live births as 

compared to 82 infant mortality rate in 2002; and the maternal 

mortality rate of 257 as compared to 350 in the year 2004 are 

improving indicators. Sir, these indicators show that definitely 

the health reforms are going to be successful and are on way to 

success. Second, the major strategic programme by the health 

sector reforms programme has been implemented and made 

comprehensive in the health sector at the cost of 2100 million 

rupees. Sir, I would like to emphasize that this huge amount of 
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money was not taken by some donor agency but was made 

available purely from the Government resources and, Sir, I 

would like to give all credit to Ch. Parvez Elahi. We are very 

proud of him that he has managed it all from the Government 

resources and not gone with the begging bowl to some donor 

agency. The Additional Director of the Project and the Director 

of the health sector reforms programme certainly need a 

recognition and a token of appreciation for the entire sound 

planning and insight and know how of problems. That is the 

reason this health sector reforms programme was so excellently 

planned and I would like to mention that the Health Minister 

has taken a very keen interest in strategizing what is to be done 

and where the money is to be spent. In the infrastructure, we 

have got a long list of a very sound planning which is going to 

uplift the Basic Health Units and the Rural Health Services. The 

missing facilities of the B.H.Us, the R.H.Cs, the T.H.Qs 

hospitals and the tertiary hospitals are being provided to save 

themselves from falling to shambles and this includes revival, 

replacement and repair of buildings, roads, equipments, 

electricity, sewerage and others. The availability of adequate 

standardized essential medicines has been ensured and school 

health services and preventive measures have also been ensured. 

Sir, this is a time for doctors that there has been a great 

restoration in their dignity. The pay has been increased from 

Rs.25000/- to Rs.30,000/- in the BHUs under tehsil 

headquarters; 25 marks for the Public Service Commission 

exams have been given after two years of service under this 
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programme; no gender discrimination in the appointment of 

M.Os and S.M.Os levels; availability of transport and vehicles, 

capacity building, motivation of medical staff; and the 

emergency care system is unique. The expensive injection  

streptokinase which costs about Rs.3500/- is being provided 

free of cost in all emergency hospitals and this is an example 

which is not even present in the emergency care systems of the 

U.S.A. So, another applaud and a vote of congratulations to the 

Health Minister. Sir, I would like to take this opportunity to 

point out to the Health Reform Sector Programme a very 

important aspect which needs more revival and strengthening 

and this is my only purpose of making and focusing on the 

health sector reforms programme. Sir, the very important focus 

is on the human resource, the doctors who are going to carry out 

this infrastructure to life. You cannot construct and reconstruct, 

but just repair every thing and expect the health system to 

improve. Sir, what I would like to say is that this Assembly with 

the will of the Chief Minister and a unanimous vote will go for 

the Punjab College of Family Physicians. I have put the draft 

bill on your table right now for your observation with the 

comments of the Health Department supported with the 

credibility of a unanimous vote of this very sitting Assembly. 

Some how, sir, under clause 126(2) in the Rules of Procedure, 

this Bill or this Resolution should have been carried forward 

and answered in a period of six months but after a passage of 

two and a half years we are still waiting for this. Sir, I would 

like to tell you that the Family Physicians comprising 40000 
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doctors are present in the rural areas or the reuote areas of the 

Punjab. These are the people who are upholding the rural health 

services in every 7 kilo meters and are self employed. Until or 

unless we do not bring these people into the Health Reforms 

Sector Programme, this programme will be jeopardized. If you 

go through these pages which I have given to you, you will see 

that the Health Department agrees to create this college of 

Family Physicians. It has been created in USA thirty years ago 

i.e. the Royal College of England or now Sri Lankha, 

Bangladesh and Australia have adopted it. Until or unless 

family physicians are not given a formal identity you can never 

make any research in tele-medicine, tele-education or any rural 

health services, without the involvement of these 40000 doctors 

in the Punjab and 125000 doctors in whole Pakistan. Therefore, 

sir, with very due respect I would request you to give a ruling to 

make a Special Committee which will ensure that it is expedited 

and the project which is the life breath of the Health Sector 

Reforms Programme is ensured, initiated and implemented 

because it is not only view of the Assembly, but also the Chief 

Minister to reach to the grass root levels. Sir, I need your ruling 

and it will be very kind of you if today in answer to the budget 

speech I may get your favour. In fact it is for the success of the 

Health Sector Reforms Programme that I appeal you on the 

floor of the House kindly to make a Committee which will 

ensure that this Bill is carried forward through proper channel 

and implemented. Thank you so much.  
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Development grant for Districts to be distributed 
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