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Next speaker is Mrs. Shazia Chand!-{§ ‘:ﬁ /.7/5 (31,.5_5(}2
ENF Nl I
Thank you so much for giving me this opportunity to speak on
this Budget 2006-2007. Sir, I open my speech with the verse of
Holy Qur'an, Surah Lugman, Verse 17:
6L a2 T e A S
Mr Speaker! When our Government was formed in the year
2002 we were facing a daunting task because all the major
sectors like education, health, agriculture and all other
departments were sinking. Our able leadership of President
Pervaiz Musharraf and honourable Chief Minister, Ch Pervaiz

Ehali took the challenge of removing the hurdles coming in the
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way of development of the people of the Punjab. You can see
the difference from the amounts allocated to different sectors of
health, education, agriculture, water supply and sanitation
which was 43.6 percent. But in the present budget of 2006-2007
we are going to spent 124 billion rupees on these sectors which
is almost 200 percent increase on the above mentioned sectors.
This scenario of achieving the highest growth rate is due to the
visionary leadership of our honourable Chief Minister with the
guidance from the President of Pakistan Muslim League, Ch
Shujaat Hussain Sahib.

o

DA /.'.1} ,Uw < /ﬁ

‘Lur Ul i =l J A
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Now, Mr Speaker, | want to analyse some important sectors of
the Punjab Government with my own suggestions. Number one
is education. This year, Government is focusing its full attention
on the primary, secondary and higher edcuation along with
great emphasis on special education for those children who are
handicapped. Government's seriousness can be viewed from the
allocation of the amount which is 500 billion rupees on the
education sector reform programme. In the primary and
secondary education, Government is planning to upgrade 200
schools and arranging training of more than 120000 Teachers.
In higher education two universities are going to be established

in Gujranwala Division with the collaboration of Berlin
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University. These two universities will become a landmark in
the development of the industrial research.

Now I want to give some suggestions. In boosting the
education, we should put all our efforts to harmonize the
activities with the ground realities. Teachers are the main
component and we should provide them following facilities to

get maximum out put:-

1. Accommodation
2. Transportation Facilities
3. Free Education of children of farmers

My second suggestion, Mr Speaker! Is that we should
provide transportation facility to the girls at the tehsil and
district level. We should also set up Computer Centres for the
girls and boys at union council level. Now I come to the
agriculture sector.

We all confess that the backbone of our economy is
agriculture. Sir, 25 percent to 27 percent GDP of the Punjab is
coming from this important sector. The Government is trying
hard to mobilize the agriculture so that (our country) especailly
these programmes can be considered as self-sufficient in the
agriculture products. In this sector I also want to give some
suggestion.

My first suggestion is that training should be arranged
for the children of the farmers during the summer vacation and
it should be free for all. Secondly, small loans should be granted
to the graduates who live in the villages and who want to set up

their own business like dairy farming and poultry farming etc.
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Regarding loaning facility, if any female graduate in the
villages want to set up their business, she should be provided
training and facility. For land development, Mr Speaker,
especailly in the Sourthern Punjab I would request the
Government to provide bulldozers to all farmers on priority
basis. I want to mention here that all loopholes in agriculture
extention department should be removed. We have to make this
sector more affective and workable because the backbone of our
economy is based on this sector.

Now, I come to the important sector of Police
Department. Government has given full facilities to this
department and we have allocated a massive amount of Rs.20.3

billion for it. I want to suggest that -

1. Strict rules should be framed for this department.

2. Day to day people have no confidence on the Punjab
Police.

3. The old Thana culture should be changed.

4, Dubious Police encounters should be stopped-action

should be taken against the concerned SPs; and
5. Special Committees should be formed comprising the
members of Parliament, Teachers, Religious Scholars
and Lawyers to maintain law and order situation.
Now I come to the very important sector of Water
Supply and Sanitation. I know this very well that Chief Minister
Punjab is trying very hard to provide clear drinking water to all
in the Punjab Province. Here, I want to mention rather to
suggest that law should be framed for the upcoming of housing

societies and plazas that they should have their proper



711 — & 1@9 ” 2006us-20

arrangements for the drinking water and sanitation and this
should not only be the paper work, it should be implemented in
its true spirit. Here, I want to quote example of the Judicial
Housing Society. Where I am living. This society is controlled
by the Honourable Judges but the pathetic situation is that the
drinking water is mixed with the sanitation water and we are
drinking contaminated water which can cause severe gastro
problem.

Mr Speaekr! Almost every day we are facing the
problems of the blocked gutters and the water flowing on the
roads. Now, Mr Speaker, in the end I want to mention that our
Government has taken a number of steps to reduce poverty and
to give relief to the general public by providing cheap 'atta’,
'dalain’, sugar and other daily usable items through the Utilitity
Stores. Here gratitude goes to President, Prime Minsiter and
Chief Minister Punjab for taking the very speedy action for the
reduction in prices of usable items. The Government has also
given subsidy on urea to the farmers. Salaried class was facing
hardships due to escalation in prices but now under the direciton
of Federal Government, Provincial Government has taken the
matter of increasing their salaries up to 15 percent and fixing
minimum salary for the labour class.

Mr. Speaker! This budget in the history of Pakistan is
consirdered to be a welfare budget because the total emphasis is
on the welfare of the people of Punjab. A.D.P is totally meant
for the improvement of infrastruture and providing the facilities

to general public. Sir, a total amount of 100 billion rupees in
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addition of 10 billion rupees are being allocated to the Local
Government. This will certainly enhance the living standard of
the people of Punjab and this will also create 1 million jobs for
the unemployed. Sir, Sialkot-Lahore-Motorway is another
milestone to be achieved by the Government of Pakistan of
P.M.L. 3500 acre of industrial estate is going to be established
along a Dry Port II. Mr. Speaker! This whole concept is based
on the broad vision of Chief Minister Punjab who is eagerly
looking forward to make the Punjab is the most developed
Province of Asia.
Jéfqu+;;u/f¢ﬁ
e 3 i e
oot ol O g
o S S U g
LSl Wl fEE s
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Mr. Speaker! Once again I extend my gratitude and
felicitations to the President, Prime Minister, Chief Minister, Ch
Parvez Elahi and President of PML Ch Shujaat Hussain Sahib. Thank
you so much.
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He said that literacy in our education is 100 percent but Mian Imran
Masood said that the 'O’ Level and 'A' Level is the literacy that we are
following. We have men 100 percent employed; we have women 85
percent employed; and we have given 100 percent medical facilities

to the people but we have not worked on roads and others.
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100 percent literacy has come to Pakistan and we are all literate
v B U 00048100 SEL R 35 =50
We have to start right from today and we have to see the record of

previous 4 years that this Government has treaded ahead
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next is Mr Abid Chattah.
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MR ABID HUSSAIN CHATTHA: Thank you. Mr Speaker
for giving me time to speak on this Annual Budget for Punjab.
No doubt it is an impressive Budget for the total revenue outlay
which has swelled to Rs. 274 billion with a very remarkable and
satisfactory Annual Development Plan that spreads over Rs.100
billion without any new tax proposals. However, I have gone
through the policy statement of the Chief Minister that he gave
before the presentation of the budget and the White Paper too.
Sir, I am here to comment that in terms of vision of the Chief

Minister and his team they are in line with all the modern trends
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of governance. However, there are a few concerns and a few
suggestions that I would like to concentrate on.

Mr Speaker, out of a Rs. 100 billion, Annual
Development Plan, 12 billion rupees are to be distributed
among the district governments. However, for the last few
years, the district governments are almost in the fifth year of
their working but it has been noted that the district governments
lack capacity to execute the most important programmes that
are entrusted to them. Example of Education Sector Reforms
Programme can be quoted which is a wonderful conceived idea.
But the way it has been spent in the dsitrict government is not
up to the mark. The District governments lack commitment and
lack capacity to execute such important programmes. Therefore,
I will suggest that such important projects should be handled by
the Provincial government through a specially designed
execution plan so that the precious money that belongs to the
people of this province is not wasted and should be spent in the
same spirit as the idea is conceived.

Mr Speaker, I will suggest that there should be a total
review of the local government system and the Provincial
government should act more pro-actively to remove the
obstacles and hindrances that come in the way of the working. |
would suggest that a union infrastructure should also be
developed like long before when the Britishers came and
established a system of good governance. You take an example
of a district. The first thing that they did was to select a suitable

site and developed an infrastructure whereby on one hand they
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had the Police Administration and on the other they had the
Civil Administration. Likewise, I think if this system has to
continue, efforts should have been made and union
infrastructure should be put in place in co-ordination with other
important departments such as Revenue; so that the Revenue
Officer, the Police Officer and other Officers who deal with the
unions should sit in one place having adequate facilities because
they are the people who are going directly to deal with the
inhabitants of a union. Similarly, accountability and monitoring
system should be extended. It is regretted that the office of
Mohtasib has not yet been established for the last 5 years and |
think this should be done immediatly because once we have a
Mohtasib at the district level that is the only way to ensure that
the system is running in accordance with law.

Mr Speaker! The territorial limits of the Revenue
Department should be in line with the territorial limits of the
local government systems and that too with the Police so that a
harmony and co-ordination is developed at the grass root level.
Similarly there should be an end of duplication of functions and
responsibilities. The Finance Minister has reported in his budget
speech that due to lack of capacity of the tehsils, the Provincial
government has decided to play a more active role and they
have kept 6 billion rupees for public health works. This is a
good initiative but I think that this should be resolved on long
term basis because in present days the tehsils are also involved
in the same thing; Provincial governments are also involved in

the same thing; and distirct governments are also transporting
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funds for the same purpose. Sir, I think this leads to duplication
which should come to an end and we should have a clear
demarcation of roles that who is going to provide this important
service at their level of governance. Mr. Speaker! Similarly, I
have noticed that all the public health schemes that are being
executed they are completed and handed over to the community
and the community is expected to run and maintain them. I
think that this is totally flawed because the communities like in
Gulberg and Defence have not been able to run it on their own
and we have WASA and other authorities taking care of that.
We cannot expect those innocent villagers to run it on their
own. [ think this precious amount will be wasted if a
mechanism is not put in place whereby once these schemes are
completed, they ought to be run and maintained by the
concerned department; and for that purpose, probably at the
district level, there should be a professional organization such
as WASA in Lahore which should undertake this important task
of running and maintaining such schemes. Another important
aspect of this budget framework is the introduction of mid term
budgetary framework and the mid term development
framework. I think this is a very unique concept and for the first
time introduced by this Government whereby you have an
overview of a more overwhelming nature and you can
understand the further projections in the years to come.

Mr Speaker! I believe that the development framework
should be further extended and enhanced, and in that framework

we should incorporate the execution and permanent
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maintenance of those development schemes that are envisioned.
For the time being I find that these development schemes are
restricted to the planning aspect. I suggest that these planning
aspects should be extended and the planning should be
elaborated to include the execution and permanent maintenane
of such development schemes.

Mr. Spekaer! Secondly the development budgetary
framework and scopes should further be enhanced so that these
schemes which are to be executed next year could be taken at
once. I believe that in the Annual Development Plan most of the
schemes that are to be executed next year are shown as
unapproved and few months will be consumed on the process
whereby these are ready for execution. I think the time has
come that we should step up this effort so that schemes are
approved and ready for tendering as soon as the next financial
year begins.

Mr Speaker! In this respect, I also believe that in
continuation of my argument for duplication, I think that my
argument that few of the departments at the federal level should
be devolved to the provinces is in full tenable. Education,
Health and Local Government which are handled by the Federal
Government is a total waste and I think time has come whereby
such lists should be reviewed and are devolved to the provinces
in full so that the provinces can have additional amounts and
can monitor and execute their own plans with respect to
Education, Health, Local Government, Law and Order etc., so

that such duplication may end forever.
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Mr Speaker! So far as law and order is concerned,
increased funding has been made available in the present budget
and a number of important steps have been taken by the
Government such as the establishment of the Highway
Petrolling Posts and few institutional level reforms. Currently
they are under way like the recruitment of Traffic Wardens to
control the Traffic System. However, I believe that these
initiatives will not yield fruitful results unless there is a
complete review and consolidation of legal substantive laws and
procedural framework. I think there are too many segregated
and secluded laws which are in operation. For instance, we have
wasted a lot of time on resolving the issue of kite-flying. The
Supreme Court involved the Provincial Government and the
District Government are involved in it. Time has come that all
those laws which have a criminal nature and extent, should be
put in line and there should be a consolidated criminal code.
There should be a simplified procedure so that it may be made
understandable for the people and easy to implement for the
Government.

Mr. Speaker! Secondly, I think all efforts pertaining to
law and order will be futile until or unless judiciary is taken on
board. There should be an impressive funding for judiciary so
that the quality organization and speed of justice can be
enhanced.

Mr Speaker! I was initially talking of putting in place a
system of monitoring and accountability. I believe that the time

has come that the Standing Committees of the Punjab Assembly
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be activated in letter and spirit so that these may perform this
important role of monitoring on the pattern of Public Accounts
Committees. The time has also come that we should form an
ongoing status a Budgetary Committee which is in other parts
of the world is referred as Appropriation Committee which has
further Sub-Committees on Education, Health and almost every
department. It should meet regularly like Public Accounts
Committee so that the Budget proposals initiated may come to
these Sub-Committees so that these proposals may thoroughly
be debated before budgetary proposals are finalized and
presented to the Provincial Assemblies. I think that this will be
an important step, if undertaken, will benefit the people and
their public perception will be reflected in all the budgetary
framework that is to follow because if we restrict our debate to
this time of the year, nothing much can be done and a very few
things can be changed but if it is an ongoing process whereby
the Legislators and Parliamentarians are taken into confidence
and their input is shared througout the year then probably this
debate would become more meaningful and the budget will
reflect the aspirations of the people.

Furthermore, Mr Speaker! there is price-hike and
inflation. Well, there is no doubt that there is price-hike and
inflation, but I think that in a country where growth rate is 7 to 8
percent until or unless we maintain the sustainability of this
high growth rate fluctuation of prices will remain there, there
will be market disorders and I think the Provinical Government

and the Federal Government, more importantly, has reacted and
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has offered subsidies on a number of items, including the raise
in salaries of government employees but I will suggest that little
more needs to be done. I also suggest that a few billion rupees
out of ADP should be reserved for giving further subsidies at
the provincial level. I may quote that last year or a year before
the Provincial Government had subsidized their bills on their
agricultural tubewells and I support this that scheme should also
be extended for this year because this is one scheme where the
farmers can directly benefit and this is so important in terms of
rising oil prices there should be some sort of subsidy provided
to the agriculture sector to lessen their agony.

Furthermore, the last section of the people who doesn't
fall in any of the categories where these subsidies are offered.
Interest free loans is the best option for them but interest free
loans should not be restricted to one lac rupees because it is not
enough even to run a shop. It should be at least 5 lac rupees so
that whomsoever is given, at least he can put it to some
productive use and can further employ a couple of people so
that their economic miseries are alleviated.

I would also like to apprecaite the setting of a
infrastructure for companies. This concept is written in the
white paper and in the pre-budget address of the Chief Minister.
The idea apparently as it appears that 23 billion rupees which he
has reserved for the major projects such as Sialkot Motorway,
Mass Transit Scheme and Ring Road, instead of spending this
23 billion rupees directly, if he forms a company with seed

money of 23 billion rupees probably they can more raise rupees
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75 billion from the financial institutions because each of this
project is capable enough to realize the cost of its execution in
the times to come. So I think that this is a wonderful concept
and idea and I fully appreciate and second this idea because in
this way the Chief Minister and his team can undertake a few
more important projects with the same amount of money.

Another important development is the establishment of
the pension fund. I would say that a small portion of money
should be reserved to the pension fund until the income
generators are large enough to lay off all the liabilities of the
pensioners from the regular budget. May I propose, that on the
same pattern, a development fund should also be established
whereby a portion of Annual Development Fund should be put
into this development fund and invested through an Asset
Management Company owned by the Punjab Government
because in such a way eventually if the exercise is done with the
legal cover, after 10 to 12 years, there shall be 30 to 40 percent
of the funding may come through this company which would
have a beneficial effect in the long run.

Mr Speaker! In the end I would like to thank you for
giving me this opportunity I hope that with the proper execution
and monitoring of the precious financial resources generated by
the Province will improve will not be wasted and will be fully

utilized by the people of the Province. Thank you once again.
50 T&/’}.{JU’%{ 73
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I am here and I will sit for the entire night and everyone will be

given a chance to speak.
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