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In views of the facts of the case the relevant 

record and outcome of the personal hearing of 

the accused, I am of the view that the charges of 

inefficiency, misconduct and corruption have 

been proved against the accused officer.  
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Payment made to contractor without budget 12 

crore rupees; stone not carted from quarries 28 

crore rupees; material short - 20 crore rupees; 

payment made to the contractor without 

technical sanction 31 crore rupees; and splitting 

of work 13 crore rupees.  
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� �Z ٰن الرحيم۔نحمد و نصلی علی رسولہ الکريم اما بعد۔ بسم الله الرحم 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let me start by congratulating Sardar 

Hasnain Bahadur Dreshak for delivering his 4th budget speech. 

By the grace of Allah, this has been the longest state of 

uninterrupted democracy in Pakistan and Inshallah these 

Assemblies will complete their term. The democratic process in 

Pakistan will continue to a great extent and the people of 

Pakistan will be empowered to make their own decisions. The 

presentation of the annual budget is the most important time in 

the Parliamentary Calendar and the Budget is the most 

important economic document. It is the policy instrument of the 

Government. It tells us that how the Government is going to 

raise revenues and where is it going to spending them. It spells 

out the priorities of the Government. In simple terms it puts the 

money where the mouth is. It is the time to honour all the verbal 

commitments that have been made. The fundamental nature and 

responsibility of the Government is to make choices. Governing 

means deciding and the budget is the most important decision of 

the Parliament made during the year. Sir, I would ask what 
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course of action will be taken and how the limited resources 

will be allocated to meet the ever-growing demands. The 

budgetary process is one of the primary nature where these 

choices are made. I had an opportunity to attend a budget 

seminar where the experts had agreed what I was saying. The 

Legislators should be made an important part of the budget 

making process. The experts went on saying that the process 

whereby the Parliament considers and approves a budget is the 

essence of the democracy and the choices made are without any 

legitimate role of the Parliamentarians. The parliamentary role 

in budget making allows the peoples’ representatives to provide 

their input into the Government choices and give their process 

of legitimacy. The budget speech of 2003 has informed us that a 

three year plan was to be put into action to meet the 

developmental needs of the Province. Increase in economic 

growth rate, poverty alleviation and eliminating regional 

disparities were set as the main targets. By the grace of 

Almighty Allah, our economy is growing. The Finance Minister 

told us that the growing rate is 7 to 8 percent per year. He 

informed that 3.5 million new jobs have been created. There has 

been a reduction in poverty. About 7 million people who were 

living below the poverty line are no more living below the 

poverty rupees line. Our revenue budget, this year, is in excess 

of 274 billion rupees which is 22.13 percent higher than the last 

year. By the grace of Allah, we have achieved the economic 

growth and they are doing a good job but let us ask ourselves, 

has poverty been alleviated and more importantly has the 
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regional disparity been redressed? I have always tried to 

highlight the chaos of the less-developed areas which by 

coincidence lie in the lower half of the Province. I won't use the 

word Southern Punjab becuase it is not a very popular word 

these days.  
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MR. MUHAMMAD MOHSIN KHAN LEGHARI: Let me quote 

statistics that were given out during the Punjab Development 

Forum 2006. All of these numbers are from 2003-04 but they 

are very relevant. 39 percent of the people of Punjab earn less 

than Rs.750/- per month.  
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person who makes history at every step and now you are sitting 

over there on the Chair.� ����
 �2� �
�
Jand are creating a history. � �n
�� � �

�
J
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MR. MUHAMMAD MOHSIN KHAN LEGHARI: Sir, I was 

pointing out that 39 percent of the people of Punjab earn less 

than Rs.750/- per month. These numbers are very alarming if 

you look at the details. It is 66 percent in Rajanpur, 66 percent 

in Bahawalpur; and Rahim Yar Khan district Our Chief 

Minister is representing today, the number is 63 percent 

Bahawalpur, which at the time of partition was one of the 

richest areas of the country and which even supported financial 

aid to Pakistan today there are 66 percent people who are 

earning less than Rs.750/- per month. Out of 13 districts of the 

lower part of the Province, in 8 districts more than 50 percent 

people are earning less than Rs.750/- and out of 21 districts of 

the upper Punjab, Attock is 52 percent and, Okara and Kasur 

with 50 percent qualify for this dubious distinction. If you look 

at the other social indicators like child labour, it is 47 percent 

and Rajanpur and Bhakkar, 46 percent in Muzaffargarh, 45 

percent and Dera Ghazi Khan and Lodhran, 44 percent in 

Bahawalpur and so on. People without access to sanitation- 

Rajanpur is 71 percent, Muzaffargarh is 71 percent, Layyah is 

68 percent, Dera Ghazi Khan 67 percent, Jhang 64 percent and 

the list goes on.  
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Speaker! The fact cannot be denied that there is an economic 

boom. Whenever I come to Lahore, I am reminded of the social 

and economic gains that are taking place in this part of the 

country. Please don't take me wrong, I love Lahore and I am a 

propagator of the saying that “  �
�
¤�
 �̧ �(���
���>� �(� OP
6� �

,
� ” but as 

Shakespeare said in “Julius Caesar” it is not that I love Caesar 

less but I love Rome more, it is not that I love Lahore less, it is 

just that I love Dera Ghazi Khan more. Sir, poverty is an 

indicator of an unequal distribution of resources. It is unjust 

distribution of gains. It should be the prime target of the 

Government to remove the inequalities by implementing 

developmental plans. The stated goal of poverty alleviation 

cannot be achieved if the large section of the society is kept 

away from the sources we gain but poverty can be narrated by 

sound economic and social policies. The Finance Minister has 

told us about the Punjab's point of view that population based 

distribution of the NFC Award has been accepted by the 

President. Sir, I would like to remind him that there is a 

Resolution by Miss Sughra Imam, Mrs Humaira Awais Shahid, 

Mr Abid Chattha and myself which was referred to the House 

Committee that demanded similar division in Punjab as well, 

Sir. I would also like to add that the NFC Award besides this 

distribution also has a provision for the backwardness of the 

districts and the grants that are given like 11 percent for Punjab; 

21 percent for Sindh; 33 percent for Balochistan; and, 35 

percent for NWFP. Sir, we have a Rs. 100 billion development 
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budget. Let me bring to the notice of the House that Dera Ghazi 

Khan, Bahawalpur and Multan Division are at least 35 percent 

of the population and I would like to request for our fair share. 

It was heartening to hear that Punjab Finance Minister informed 

us in 2004 that 7 billion rupees were being appropriated for 

Sourthern Punjab Baic Urban Services Project but two years 

have passed and we have yet to see a project on ground. Sir, I 

went to the internet and started searching on this project where I 

found that the loan was sanctioned in December 2003 and the 

project is to be completed by January 2009. It is a 5-year project 

of which two and a half years have already been lapsed and we 

do not see a project on ground, Sir. The Asian Development 

Bank has expressed its dissatisfaction over the slow progress of 

implementation by the Local Government and Rural 

Development Department of the Punjab Government and a 

Review Mission will soon be coming to Pakistan by the end of 

this month to see the progress on this. 

Sir, water born diseases have unfortunately caused 

deaths all across the Province and Dera Ghazi Khan was also 

severely hit by it. About 950 million rupees were announced for 

Faisalabad and a 100 thousand for the families of each of the 

deceased. I would like to request that a similar package should 

also be announced for the victims of Dera Ghazi Khan. 

Sir, we allocated billions of rupees for the New Murree 

Project. I pleaded the case of Fort Manru as an alternate Hill 

Station. The House supported me on this and we passed a 

unanimous Resolution. In last year's budget speech a 
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commitment was also made for Fort Manru's development. The 

7 km road from the National Highway to Fort Manru is being 

improved. I appreciate it but it needs more than just 7 km of 

road, The Fort Manru was the Summer Headquarter of the 

Multan Comissioner during colonial days. It has all the basic 

infrastructure to be a tehsil headquarter for the tribal area which 

probably has only one tehsil which does not have any office and 

all the offices are located in Dera Ghazi Khan City. We need a 

Tehsil Headquarter. 

A Resolution was also passed by this House to upgrade 

the Civil Hospital to a Tehsil Headquarter Hospital but nothing 

has been done so far. The whole tehsil doesn't have a college, 

and I would like to request a college for the tehsil. We have 

made great progress in infrastructure building and 27000 km of 

roads have been built during last six years. Sir, this year, we 

have allocated 14 billion rupees for roads. I want to put a 

question and please don't take it in a wrong context. Can we 

please be given a district-wise and year-wise list of these raods 

Sir. The Provincial Development Programme has an allocation 

of 65 billion rupees and out of these; 23 billion rupees have 

been allocated for Specail Infrastructure Programme which 

includes Lahore Ring Road, Lahore-Sialkot Motorway and the 

rapid Mass Transit System.  

Mr Speaker! I would like to suggest not to allocate 

public funds for these massive projects which can easily and 

willingly be taken up by private builders on BOT basis. Karachi 

is an excellent example where private and in most cases foreign 
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companies are doing the projects worth billions. 

The Government should only ensure that the contract is 

awarded in a transparent way. This is essential to improve the 

quality of the life of rural poors, sir. Let us give them clean 

drinking water, better health facilities, better education and even 

subsidy on agriculture inputs. We can all sit down and decide 

on this. The Cabinet should do it, but please, Sir, redress the 

needs of the rural people first. The gap between the “have” and 

the “have not” is increasing at a very alarming rate, sir. 

In the end I would like to repeat what I have been saying 

since 2003 that the budget should not become a secret 

document, it should be deliberated, discussed, debated and 

thrashed out in this august House. We the Representatives 

should have a thorough discussion on the budget which is the 

most important document presented in the Parliamentary 

Calendar. The lack of interest in proceedings in this most 

session of the year is a proof enough that there is no ownership 

of the budget by the Parliamentarians, even nobody had pointed 

out the quorum Parliamentary Committee should be involved in 

the budgetary process. Let us strengthen the House Committees. 

They are the blocks of the parliament strength; the stronger they 

are, the more stronger the institution of the parliament will be. 

Each House Committee should work closely with the respective 

departments to pay their budget and oversee its implementation.  

In the end Sir, I would end with Faiz Ahmad Faiz's 

poem 'Dua' 

+�� ��� �5relevant� � �V�w� �N�̀ �(
����
�� O��(� 
�� Ox  
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Time is extended for one hour. 
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