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MR CHAIRMAN: I welcome the delegation of Peoples
Republic of Algeria in the Punjab Assembly.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. Dr. Muhammad
Siddique!
DR. MUHAMMAD JAVED SIDDIQUI: Thank You. I also
welcome the Parliamentary Delegation of Algeria from the opposition

side in the Punjab Assembly.
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MR ABID HUSSAIN CHATTHA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is

indeed my proud privilege to have this noble opportunity to
express my views on the Annual Budget Statement that has
already been presented before this august House. Review of the
budget documents and those of the previous years leads to this
conclusion that there is a remarkable progress in terms of
allocations of different funds in almost all the important sectors
and departments of the provincial economy. There is a mark
increase in the flow of funds and a record Rs.150 billion Annual
Development Plan has been earmarked for this year. This leads

to this conclusion that there has been a positive and affective
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macro-management of economy both at the national and
provincial levels which has lead to an inflow of funds with
which a huge developmental and non-developmental actives are
being adequately funded. However, there are a few matters of
concern that I would like to...

MR CHAIRMAN: The time is extended for 15 minutes.

MR ABID HUSSAIN CHATTHA: ...Raise and give some
suggestion Obviously my first reference would be towards the
looming power crisis that has gripped the country and has
worsely affected the economic progress, trade and business that
has been going on and continuing for the last 5 years. Mr.
Chairman, sir, if this load shedding is not curtailed and efforts
are not made in order to bridge the demand and supply gap in
terms of power generation, I think it will negatively affect the
growth rate and the business activities within the country and
obviously Punjab Government would be of no exception.
Although the responsibility for power generation rests with the
Federal Government but I believe that the Punjab Government
should come forward with a very vibrant and dynamic power
policy which has already been initiated and I was reading in the
Budget Speech that 2 or 3 projects in the hydel sector on the
canals of Punjab are being finalized. However, I think that the
seriousness of the condition demands that the Punjab
Government should set up a special cell immediately with the
objective to tap the wide hydel resources that are available
within Punjab and this special cell should tap all the prospective

investors that are in the market who are willing to finance these
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projects and set up these projects. I think the hurdles, the
bureaucratic hurdles, the red redtapism should be eradicated in
this side and a special emphasis should be made so that in a
shorter period of time, small hydel projects are initiated on war-
footings. The beauty of the power policy within the Punjab is
that all these projects are less than 50 mega watts for which
lengthily feasibilities are not required. Short feasibilities and
quick expediting of the proposals can be done if a special cell is
formed within the Irrigation and Power Department and all
energies are spent to generate power so that this demand and
supply gap is bridged and it can lead towards a positive impact
on the overall economy of the Province. I would also highly
appreciate that for the first time, direct proposals for direct
financial assistance to the poorest of the poor have been
included in the budget. Apart from this measure for the last
many years funds from the Zakat & Bait ul Maal are also being
given to the poor but there are a few major administrative
problems in the distribution of funds. I think a lot of funds are
being diverted towards the administrative expenses in the
running of these departments which need to be curbed because
in this age of modernization all you need is a highly
sophisticated electronic software programme in which the
recipients can be identified on ground and the names should be
put in there so that direct transfers can be made instead of
issuing cheques and having elaborate administrative
departments on the ground, I think these funds which are

reserved for the poor must be spent on the rehabilitation and for
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direct financial aid which must pass on to the poor without
administrative officers interferences because we need to support
the poorest of the poor in an age where inflation is around 8
percent and the prices of essential items are increasing. I think
we should come forward with an open heart and take decisions
for the benefit of the poorest of the poor so that they can survive
in this age where inflation is at a higher level. I would also
propose that delicacy and more involvement of agencies in
terms of this financial assistance towards the poor should be
eliminated and all these funds should be pooled into one
programme and this will help in curtailing the administrative
expenses and would also help to reserve more resources which
can directly be applied towards the benefit of the poor. Also at
the ground level there should be a mechanism that the
recepients of this financial aid, their list should be displayed at
the Union Council Offices so that public transparency should
come in and the people of each village should know the people
who are getting this financial assistance so that bogus entries
should be eradicated and the real recepients should be
identified. Another cause of concern for which I would like to
give some suggestions is towards the execution and
implementation of various schemes. Mr. Chairman, sir, this has
been an issue, since the inception of Pakistan. In the past, the
funds were not adequate and also the procedures were outdated
and cumbersome but now with modern age of technology I
think reforms should be initiated in order to make sure that all

the money that is reserved for developmental activities is spent
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swiftly and transparently in the most efficient manner for the
benefit of the people. This will increase the public confidence
and it will also benefit the Government if funds reserved for
developmental activities is spent transparently and efficiently.
For this I think the procedures need to be revamped and
especially the system of awarding of contracts should be
revaluated and a swift mechanism should be proposed because I
have noticed that a small development scheme can even take 7
to 8 months before the funds actually reach out to the spot
where they are spent. Another shortcoming which I observed is
that there are a number of executing agencies which are doing
the same thing. For instance, sanitation schemes are being done
by the Union Councils themselves; they are also being done by
the Tehsil Councils; they are also being done by the District
Governments through the ADLG Office and at times even at the
Federal level through Pak PWD. I think that there should be
some mechanism that all these developmental activities are
coordinated and there should be a development committee at the
district level having representatives from all the tiers of the
Government which can coordinate the developmental activities
and this duplicacy of executing agencies should be curtailed so
that it should be known at the grass root level that which is the
sole agency which is responsible for a particular development
work and so that its affective accountability can also take place.
I think there is a need of the hour that people's representation at
that level should be increased and people should be involved in

the developmental activities by forming development
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committees, constituting of the local inhabitants which can
monitor the development works and which can report back to
the Government agencies and to the representatives regarding
the quality and efficient use of such resources. This is also
important because for the last five years there has been a huge
increase in the development funds for which the credit goes to
the present Government but the capacity at the ground has not
been developed to utilize those funds. So there is a need to
concentrate in enhancing the capability and the capacity of the
Government at that level so that all these funds are executed in
a proper and efficient manner. At this point, I would also like to
float to the Government to consider that there should be a
scheme initiated by the Government at the ground root level
where Union Complexes are built. What I mean by these
complexes, is where all those facilities are being provided at the
Union level can easily and affectively be hosted there. For
example, the Patwari who gives the revenue records may have
his office there; a police chowki should be hosted in the same
premises; the facilities which the Union Council extends. The
Union Council's office can be based there. Now the Federal
Government is proposing to set up Utility Stores. Such Utility
Stores can be based there. It can become a hub where the
surrounding villages and people within the same Union Council
can have a recourse because today these facilities are scattered
from village to village and there is a shortage of Government
buildings and Government land where they can be put together

under one roof or at least under one walled premises. So such a
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scheme can be very useful. Even the Parwaries who are posted
at the Patwar Circles they do not have their offices within that
Patwar Circle and usually most of them make their own offices
at the city level or at the district headquarter. So the people still
have to travel and locate where the Government functionaries
are based.
MR CHAIRMAN: Chattha Sahib please wind up now.
MR ABID HUSSAIN CHATTHA: Ok. I will take five
minutes more. I think that this is an important year. This is an
election year and the election has to take place and it is
important because political stability is the essence of economic
development and unless we cannot achieve political stability,
the fruits of economic development cannot be realized to their
optimum level. So I earnestly hope that these elections will
usher a new era of political stability and what political stability
has been seen in the last five years will continue in the same
manner so that the fruits of economic development continue to
pass at the same speed and at the same level to the people of
Pakistan. I hope that the new elections lead to a real and
complete transition to democracy and the parliamentary
supremacy is more affectively established specially the
parliamentary committees become more powerful so that they
become a symbol of monitoring the true aspirations of the
people of Pakistan.

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, lot of funds had been placed last
year and even in this budget for police reforms and for

improving the law and order situation. I think it is the
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fundamental duty of every Government to secure the life,
liberty and property of the people and I believe that on ground
achievements are still to be seen that how these reforms come
up mostly in traffic and in curbing of menaces like dacoity and
abduction for ransom and all that. For that the Government's
writ needs to be more affectively established and ruthless
accountability is the need of the hour to ensure that proper law
and order situation prevails and this brings the dividends of
economic prosperity and political stability to the people. Thank
you Mr. Chairman. In the end I conclude with the Faiz Poetry.
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