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Fixation of fee is exclusively prerogative of the school 

authorities who gave different standards of education 

from each others; 
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MR NISHAT AHMAD KHAN DAHA: Mr Speaker! The Punjab 

Reproductive Maternal Neo-Natal and Child Health Authority Bill-2014. 

(Bill No.12 of 2014) 
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 During the sitting of the Assembly held on Tuesday, December 

10, 2013, Mr Khalil Tahir Sindhu, Minister for Human Rights and 

Minority Affairs was presenting the viewpoint of the Government on the 

Adjournment Motions moved by the Honourable Members of Assembly. 

When the time of Adjournment Motion was over, Sheikh Ala-ud-Din, 

MPA (PP-181), on a point of order, contended that the replies to the 

Adjournment Motions should be given by the concerned Minister and, in 
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his absence, by the Law Minister and not by any other Minister. I, Sardar 

Sher Ali Gorchani, was presiding the session in my capacity as Acting 

Speaker, promised to look into the matter. 

 On Thursday, December 12, 2013, the same Minister was 

presenting the Government’s stance on the Adjournment Motions being 

moved by the Honourable Members. When Sheikh Ala-ud-Din, MPA 

(PP-181) moved his Adjournment Motion No.741/2013, he once again 

objected to the replies not being given by the concerned Minister. The 

Minister for Human Rights and Minority Affairs was of the view that no 

where in the rules, it has been provided that the concerned Minister 

would give the reply to the moved Adjournment Motion. He added that 

the role of concerned Minister comes into action when the Adjournment 

Motion is admitted for discussion as per procedure laid down in Rule 85. 

 The undersigned reserved the ruling on the matter and pended 

the decision on the fate of Adjournment Motion No.741/2013. 

 On the same day, Sheikh Ijaz Ahmad, MPA (PP-68), after 

moving his Adjournment Motion No.746/2013 relating to Forest 

Department, also demanded that the reply should be given by the 

concerned Minister seconding the viewpoint of Sheikh Ala-ud-Din, 

MPA. The undersigned repeated my promise to give ruling on the matter. 

 I have given detailed consideration to the issue in the light of the 

Rules of Procedure of Provincial Assembly of the Punjab 1997 and also 

the Rules of other Assemblies as well as the prevalent practice in various 

legislatures and have reached the conclusion that the primary object of an 

Adjournment Motion is to draw the attention of the House to a recent 

matter of urgent public importance having serious consequences and in 

regard to which a motion or a resolution with prior notice will be too 

late. The matter proposed to be raised should be of such a character that 

something very grave which affects the whole Province and the House is 
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required to pay its attention immediately by interrupting the normal 

business of the House. The Adjournment Motion is thus an extraordinary 

procedure which, if admitted, leads to setting aside the normal business 

of the House for discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

 In Indian Lok Sabha, the practice is that if the Speaker is 

satisfied prima facie that the matter proposed to be discussed is in order 

under the Rules, he may give his consent to the moving of the motion 

and at the appropriate time, that is, after Question Hour, call upon the 

member concerned to ask for leave of the House to move the 

Adjournment Motion. If objection to leave being granted is taken, the 

Speaker will ask those members who are in favour of leave being granted 

to rise in their places and if not less than the required number rise 

accordingly, he will declare that leave is granted. If less than the required 

number rise, the Speaker will inform the member that he has not the 

leave of the House. There is no such practice or provision in their Rules 

of Business that the concerned Minister would give reply to the 

Adjournment Motion at this stage. 

 I must here quote the procedure prescribed in our Assembly in 

the year 1954 when laying down the procedural essentials of moving an 

Adjournment Motion, the Speaker, and Ch Fazal Elahi explained as 

under: 

"I have studied all the Rules and previous rulings on the 

subject and the procedure that I am now going to 

propose will be in the interest of the members because 

they will be given an opportunity to read their 

Adjournment Motions in the House. Previously, the 

Speaker used to read these Adjournment Motions 

himself and, as I pointed out, that was not strictly in 

according with the rules. The procedure that I am going 
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to lay down is that every Adjournment Motion which is 

tabled will be given to me before 7:30 am on each day 

and as soon as the Question Hour is over, I will call 

upon the member concerned to read his Adjournment 

Motion. If in my view the Adjournment Motion is 

clearly out of order, it will be disallowed at that stage 

and no Honourable Member will be permitted to make a 

speech or discuss it any further. But if I am in doubt or I 

want some elucidation, I will put some questions to the 

Honourable Member and, may be, I will have to refer the 

matter to the Government to explain any points with 

regard to the Adjournment Motion. If after the 

consideration of all these points, I come to the 

conclusion that the Adjournment Motion is in order, the 

leave of the House will be sought. If 63 members 

support the motion, it will be fixed for discussion at the 

proper time; but if the leave is refused, the matter will be 

dropped. In future, therefore, this will be the procedure." 

 This procedure is present in the West Pakistan Legislative 

Assembly Debates, dated August 2, 1956, Vol-II, page 90-91. No where 

in this procedure there is any mention of reply by the concerned 

Minister. 

 As far as the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 

National Assembly 2007 are concerned, they have the following Rule 

113 which governs the procedure of Adjournment Motion: 

 "113.Grant or withholding of leave.- 

 (1) If the Speaker is of the opinion that the matter 

proposed to be discussed is in order he shall ask 

whether the member has the leave of the Assembly 
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to move the motion and, if objection is taken, he 

shall ask such members as may be in favour of leave 

being granted to rise in their seats. 

 (2) If less than the majority of the members present 

rises, the Speaker shall inform the member that he 

has not the leave of the Assembly, and if the 

majority of members present rises, the Speaker shall 

announce that leave is granted and that the motion 

shall be taken up before the last Call Attention 

Notice for discussion for not more than two hours on 

such day, within the same session, as the Speaker 

may fix."  

 Hence, there is no role of the Government or concerned Minister 

at the time of granting leave for discussion on the Adjournment Motion 

in the Rules of National Assembly.  

 In the backdrop of above observations, I rule as under: 

"Rule 80 of the Rules of Procedure of the Provincial 

Assembly of the Punjab 1997 governs the initial stage of 

the Adjournment Motion and gives the power to Speaker 

to allow a mover to move his Adjournment Motion in 

the House. Rule 85 lays down the procedure for 

admitting a Motion for discussion. In neither of the two 

rules, there is any provision for the role of the 

Government or the concerned Minister. It is the House 

which grants (or withholds) the leave only "if the 

Speaker is of the opinion that the matter proposed to be 

discussed is in order." If members not less than one-sixth 

of the total membership of the Assembly so rise, the 

Speaker shall announce that leave is granted and the 
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motion shall be taken up for discussion in the same 

session for not more than 2 hours on such day, as soon 

as possible, within three days after the leave is granted, 

as the Speaker may fix. The role of the Government or 

the concerned Minister comes into action on the day 

fixed by the Speaker for discussion of the Adjournment 

Motion. The prevalent practice of taking Government 

stance at the time of moving of the Adjournment Motion 

is just in order to facilitate the Chair and the House for 

granting of the leave and not as a matter of right of the 

mover or requirement of the Rules." 

 The point of order raised by Sheikh Ala-ud-Din, MPA (PP-181) 

is disposed of accordingly.  
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(2) If members less than one-sixth of the total 

membership of the Assembly rise in their seats, the 

Speaker shall inform the member that he has not the 

leave of the Assembly. 

(3) If members not less than one-sixth of the total 

membership of the Assembly so rise, the Speaker 

shall announce that leave is granted and the motion 

shall be taken up for discussion in the same session 
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for not more than two hours on such day, as soon as 

possible, within three days after the leave is granted, 

as the Speaker may fix: 

 Provided that the Speaker may of his own or on 

a motion made by a member extend the sitting of the 

Assembly on such day by two hours. 
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