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MRS TAHIA NOON: Our agricultural sector is drowning due to
the mismanagement of the PTI Government. The agricultural
sector is being deconstructed and the small farmer is being swept
up in this Tsunami of PTI's making. When the PML(N)
government left in 2017, the agriculture development budget was
RS 21.05 billion. The PTI reduced it and allotted only 7 billion
rupees to a sector that feeds and employs the majority of us. In
2019, having realized their mistake, the PTI allotted Rs.15.5
billion but once again last year reduced it to a mere 8 billion.
Today a development budget of Rs.42.5 billion has been allocated

for agriculture. Whilst this is a large sum, please realize that since
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the PML(N) Government the rupee has devalued by 41 percent
and inflation has gone up to 38 percent. This effects all input cost
in the agricultural sector. Today, they are proposing a budget that
is five times greater than last year’s budget. Mr Chairman! Last
year, they were unable to utilize the allocated sum and had to
return 25 percent to the Treasury. How they proposed to manage is
beyond their historical record. Today, Punjab’s farmer is facing
myriad slew of hurdles. There has been an erosion of the land
computerized station system. PTI has brought back the Patwari’
culture. Farmers are having to pay bribes to get accurate data on
‘FARDS’. Due to a lack of government oversight, lesser quality
seed and inputs are being sold by less professional sellers touting
their wares. The small farmer no longer able to afford the
expensive inputs to buy these low quality inputs. I will just wind
up. The mismanagement of water is criminal. The small farmers
who comprise of 42 percent of Punjab’s farmers, are planting for
sustainability. Adding insult to injury, FIR’s were issued against
these farmers for hoarding wheat. Routinely, small and medium
farmers, they stock wheat to feed and sustain their families
through the year. In most cases, it is their mainstay in terms of
nutrition. In 2017, when the PML(N) left the cost of production
for wheat was Rs.908/-. Today, it is Rs.1600/- per maund. A
maund sells for Rs.1800/~ in the market.Which costs of about

Rs. 120/ - out of that labor and other’s cost that leaves the farmer
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with Rs. 1680/~ a maund as his gross profit but his real profit out
of it is Rs.80/- per maund. The Livestock Department is
extremely slow and the farmers are not able to access veterinary
healthcare for their animals. The small farmer is still grateful
today to PML(N) Government for the subsidies on electrical units
and for the removal of GST on agricultural inputs (the imputations
of those inputs). Many of the PML(N) initiatives are today being
re-branded by the PTI.
MR CHAIRMAN: You are requested to please wind up because I
have another speaker.
MRS.TAHIA NOON. Ok. Basically they are revamping the
‘Kissan Card’; they are revamping the small loans to interest free
loans to small farmers. The end I would like to say’ we must
realize that today’s farmers are going to become smaller with each
generation. No sector can function with yo-yo economic
allotments coupled with no smart agricultural policies, multi-
sectorial policies and long term planning. Thank you.
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MR CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned to meet on Friday

the 18 June, 2021at 2:00 pm.




