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No.PAP/Legis-1(46)/2024/84. Dated: August 03, 2024. The following
Order, made by the Governor of the Punjab, is hereby published for
general information:

"In exercise of the powers conferred under Article
109 (a) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, I, Sardar Saleem Haider Khan, Governor
of the Punjab, hereby summon Provincial Assembly
of the Punjab to meet on 11" August, 2024 (Sunday)
at 2:00 pm in the Provincial Assembly Chambers

Lahore.

Dated: Lahore, the SARDAR SALEEM HAIDER KHAN,
August 02, 2024 GOVERNOR OF THE PUNJAB"
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

(a) INTRODUCTION OF BILL
THE PUNJAB ENFORCEMENT AND REGULATION BILL 2024
AMINISTER to introduce the Punjab Enforcement and Regulation Bill 2024.
(b) GENERAL DISCUSSION
GENERAL DISCUSSION ON RIGHTS OF MINORITIES

A MINISTER to move for General Discussion on Rights of Minorities.
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MR SPEAKER: Before we commence with the proceedings of the
House today I want to inform this august House that we have very
distinguish guests in the diplomats galleries, his excellencies
ambassadors of Austria and Germany. They are witnessing this
historic moment that on minorities day we are holding this session
to give the message of solidarity. Now we have their excellences
present in this House today in the galleries Kristin K. Hawkins
Counsel General USA. I would request all the members to please

welcome them wholeheartedly and Nikhil Lakhanpal political
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Economic Officer USA, Muhammad Daim Fazil Political
Speciallist USA, Mr Khuram Shahzad Head Programs on Special
USA, her excellency Mrs Andrea Wicke Austrian ambassador,
Mrs Dorota Magdalena Berezicki German ambassador, Mr
Ammar Hussain, Mr Wajid, Mr Fabris Disdear from embassy of
France, Christine Tremblay Management Counselor and Clara
Strandhoj from British High Commission are with us. I welcome
you all the distinguished guests. I hope I pronounced the names
correctly I tried my best to do that.
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Thank you -/~ N YOI O NN P S /:J s llol s 1
very much honorable Speaker. First of all I would like to welcome
all the honorable excellences and ambassadors who are present in
nygjlg " J/‘a J.pg uﬂ'{i P ..ﬁg/’l?/ﬁthe House and secondly
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs ./ P g% ¢l ,«.;r‘“ UIiE ZM/,;:Y’
it has been given to their families as well. So I just Al.l(’/approveL
want to inform the honorable House as well.

Kus/. wﬂi’nr_ﬁjgﬂd}.ﬂ LK _.,r_,)é!_,ou /u’/g; -2
= U e b’j;because the dignities are present in the galleriesf
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s e feT dignities ambassadors and delegaties 4 Minority day
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2 &G?d/minorities(}’,lﬂfu?z.///f,/’/nﬁlbé.ﬂyc;/gu!‘ay
af@!d;h@/ﬁﬁu%d?a@/u’l Kafd/minoritiesuﬁut'}fg
:.’/é -
[ really want to congratulate un/ //“’: o V;C.,«/.;Tui’ :ﬁ" A2
Mr Ramesh Arora and also those members of Opposition and
government parties both, those who came in the committee meeting
yesterday and those who decided that few things are beyond
political reasoning and they are in the National interest and they are
the cause of humanity and such like things are talking and safe
guarding and providing all those necessary legal measures and
giving this message across from this House of representatives
throughout the province and country and across the globe that we
stand fairly for the rights of minorities and we will..
(s

MR SPEAKER: So as I was just giving this detail to all the
honourable members that today’s session is basically on the 1 1" of
August on the Minorities Day and we are going to take some very

&s /" J} pe 7y T important parliamentary steps in this regard
d/Minority Caucus s/ Jufb d/Jf' out of turnu:;lu!/“ m{gcd_/
I would request the honourable -_J* 45%(7 -Lf nu?' uf motion

member Ms Shakeela Javed to present it please.
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MOTION

DEMAND FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF
PARLIAMENTARIAN MINORITY CAUCUS
MS SHAKEELA JAVED: Thank you so much. Mr Speaker! Sir!
I move that on this National Minorities Day, and I recognition of the
services of the minorities rendered towards the national development,
a Parliamentary Minority Caucus be established to:
Ensure the provision of the constitution and other legal guarantees
to the minorities;
Streamline and the implementation of ongoing initiative on
minority development and;
Amplify their role and participation in the provincial and national politics.
MR SPEAKER: The motion moved and the question is that:
“On this National Minorities Day, and in recognition of the services
of the minorities rendered towards the national development, a
Parliamentary Minority Caucus, be established to;
Ensure the provision of constitutional and other the legal
guarantees to the minorities;
Streamline and the implementation of ongoing initiatives on
minority development; and
Amplify their role and participation in the provincial and national
politics.

(The motion was carried and Parliamentary Minority

Caucus stood established)
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

INTRODUCTION OF BILL
THE PUNJAB ENFORCEMENT AND REGULATION BILL 2024
MR SPEAKER: Now, I would request Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
to introduce the Punjab Enforcement and Regulation Bill 2024.
MINISTER FOR FINANCE & PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(Mr Mujtaba Shuja Ur Rahman): Mr Speaker! I introduce the
Punjab Enforcement and Regulation Bill 2024.
MR SPEAKER: The Punjab Enforcement and Regulation Bill 2024
has been introduced in the House and is referred to the Standing
Committee on Services & General Administration for report within
two months.
Kes_e 256 ,Rights of Minorities (bj TWi§eizI LT
rt’%,iuuj“‘alglk:’,ﬂ?uﬁéﬁu’!ﬁu:(!/!)f)_gnc/“}’“g!/“b:auﬁﬁ
,«T;uj"‘élg L/& )lu!/“ 44;/“/"5011 ..{T!ljul ; J&gz_u:) l}’m’é
NN

(SAo===d ) 21241 ;
sl s F & AEE Ui F JE 0 t) o G159
Y ou may read the resolution ﬂrst_ug/ sl 4.,7.9..@% & .)g"ub
,/é et S ;J"" /.,l:?)JﬂJ:G' IzJs
MR SPEAKER:The rules have been suspended and you may move

the resolution.
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MINISTER FOR MINORITIES (Mr Ramesh Singh Arora):
Mr Speaker! I move:
“That 77 years ago, on 11th August 1947, the founder of
Pakistan, Quaid-e-~Azam Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in
his address to the first Constituent Assembly, espoused
his vision of freedom, equality, and justice, in the
following words:
“You are free; you are free to go to your temples, you are
free to go to your mosques or to any other places of
worship in this State of Pakistan.”
In the honor of his landmark address, 11th August is
recognized every year as a National Minorities Day to pay
tribute to the minorities and remember their role in the
creation and development of Pakistan. The declaration to
mark National Minorities Day was adopted as part of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to help and
secure those belonging to religious, linguistic, national or
ethnic minority groups.
Several minority leaders contributed significantly to shaping
the foundations of Pakistan. Jogindera Nath Mandal, a Dalit

leader and member of the Constituent Assembly of
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Pakistan served as Pakistan’s first Law minister. While
Satya Prakash Singha was the Speaker of the Punjab
Legislative Assembly in 1947, when this house voted in
favour of West Punjab. A. R. Comelius was appointed as
Chief Justice of Pakistan in 1960 and subsequently, the
Minister for Law in 1969. The Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan has enshrined profound fundamental
and socio—economic guarantees for the minorities. Article 25
of the Constitution holds all citizens, “equal before law and
entitled to equal protection of law”, while Article 36
mandates the state to “safeguard the legitimate rights and
interests of minorities”. These provisions manifest an
irrevocable share of all religious minorities in the legal
benefits and rights, provided by the State.

This House assures to support the provision of constitutional and
other legal guarantees to the minorities; streamlining the
implementation of ongoing initiatives on minority development
and amplifying their role and participation in provincial and
national politics."

MR SPEAKER: The Resolution moved and the question is:
“That 77 years ago, on 11th August 1947, the founder of
Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in his
address to the first Constituent Assembly, espoused his vision

of freedom, equality, and justice, in the following words:



1235 EA N I 2024 =-11

“You are free; you are free to go to your temples, you are
free to go to your mosques or to any other places of
worship in this State of Pakistan.”

In the honor of his landmark address, 11th August is
recognized every year as a National Minorities Day to pay
tribute to the minorities and remember their role in the
creation and development of Pakistan. The declaration to
mark National Minorities Day was adopted as part of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to help and
secure those belonging to religious, linguistic, national or
ethnic minority groups.

Several minority leaders contributed significantly to shaping
the foundations of Pakistan. Jogindera Nath Mandal, a Dalit
leader and member of the Constituent Assembly of
Pakistan served as Pakistan’s first Law minister. While
Satya Prakash Singha was the Speaker of the Punjab
Legislative Assembly in 1947, when this house voted in
favour of West Punjab. A. R. Cornelius was appointed as
Chief Justice of Pakistan in 1960 and subsequently, the
Minister for Law in 1969. The Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan has enshrined profound fundamental
and socio—economic guarantees for the minorities. Article 25
of the Constitution holds all citizens, “equal before law and

entitled to equal protection of law”, while Article 36
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mandates the state to “safeguard the legitimate rights and
interests of minorities . These provisions manifest an
irrevocable share of all religious minorities in the legal
benefits and rights, provided by the State.
This House assures to support the provision of constitutional
and other legal guarantees to the minorities; streamlining the
implementation of ongoing initiatives on minority
development and amplifying their role and participation in
provincial and national politics."
(The Resolution was adopted unanimously.)
MR SPEAKER: Now, I have another very important resolution
today which is from Mr Sami Ullah Khan. The rules are
suspended and we will go for debate after your resolution is

carried. Now [ am giving the floor to Mr Sami Ullah Khan,
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Syed Ali Haider Gillani is the parliamentary leader for the Pakistan
Peoples Party.
SYED ALI HAIDER GILLANI: Mr Speaker, the minority day was
first recognized on the 1 1" of August 2009 when Pakistan Peoples
Party was in the government. I think that today we all should
recognize the contribution of different minority communities. We
stand for solidarity with all Christians, Hindus and Sikh brothers.
St} Ll gt el o T i
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Is Ms Sonia Asher present in the House? Is Ms Sonia Asher is here? I

would ask you to be on the Speaker's Chair to conduct the proceedings.
(U™ pear§ S el FTer o 1l s )
&5
2506 3P LUPP)
MS CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Ms Maryam Nawaz

Sharif Sahiba, Chief Minister Punjab, Mr Speaker and Minister for

Minorities Mr Ramesh Singh Arora Sahib for giving me this
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opportunity to lead the House. Thank you very much. I am going to
give the floor to Mr Ramesh Singh Arora.
MINISTER FOR MINORITIES (Mr Ramesh Singh Arora): Ms Sonia
Asher, the Chairperson from the Panel, it’s again a historic moment that
because we always remember Mr Singha, who was the first Honorable
Speaker of the Punjab Assembly at the time when he voted, his vote was a
casting vote, at the time of West Punjab so, today you are representing the
Christian community, so congratulations for you as well. Ms Chairperson
our distinguished guest, diplomatic community, journalists, Academia and
different professional from the civil society different peoples from the
different minorities Hindus, Sikh, Christian, Buddhist , Parsis today are
present in the gallery I welcome them and thank you very much for being
J %LJL}: here on this National Minority Day which is 1 1" of August
I S35 pn i 2B ol T J,tuntﬂ)td/é&,lﬁ&ﬂ/gw“/’
S5 &1t P Gl S Ut e e (1 s b
——-k2roadmap
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MS ZAKITA KHAN: Thanks. First of all I just wanted to say a few
words and those I would first like to welcome all the dignitaries
from Islamabad and Lahore to be present on this very special day
on minorities in the Punjab Assembly and I am really grateful for
attendants here. It gives encouragement to the minorities and to
all of us with their presence. Thank you so much and we welcome
you all. T would like to say that it’s a great day today we had great
men and women in minorities to be a part of Pakistan and you left
examples we had people men and women in the Judiciary and we
had in education, we had in social welfare and we have had that
great lady who lived in Karachi and who served in leprosy when
nobody would dare to go near to lepers because they afraid of that
it was such a disease that if they caught it than its not curable. I

remember all the hill stations whether they were in Pakistan or
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even in India, there were lot of lepers who were sitting on the
roadsides and with her work and with her extensive labor and
commitment, today I see no lepers in Pakistan. I thank that as
lepers have been cured, I hope and pray that one day we will have
no polio cases in Pakistan either. We should work hard, strive
together and we will Inshallah achieve very good results. I also
want to say this that I studied in a missionary school and I have
grown up with the minorities. My childhood and my making up of
those tender years where you learn and sort of experience and
taught with the missionaries. We had lovely teachers who taught
us all the principles, way of life and with education they taught us
how to live our lives. I am grateful to all my teachers, all my
missionary schools in Pakistan. There has been a great
contribution in education. Education is the key issue to all the
problems that we are facing whether it is health, whether it is
population or whatever. It is the education which is going to
resolve these problems. I would also like to say that Minorities
need full protection as you can see that our flag is incomplete until
it has the white color which is very special for the minorities. In
our religion also as it has been said earlier that protect the
minorities, they are your equals and give the message that you go
to your religious places, they go to their religious places and you
should not upset anybody’s rights. Over the years there have been

incidents in Pakistan and I am sorry to say that those incidents
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should not have taken place, if they were protected I don't think so
it could have happened. They have happened here. They
happened in our neighboring countries where minority’s rights
have been taken away and they have been harassed and faced very
severe problems which I feel could have been protected. In future
I feel that we should rectify our mistakes and secure their rights
and places and should be given equal treatment because we are
one nation and stand together under one flag. I really want to
congratulate the Javelin throw player who has achieved a Gold
medal and has earned a name but it is not just a Gold medal, it is a
message to all youth of Pakistan that if you are determined, if you
work hard you can achieve anything in the world. If we set our
goals Pakistan is a beautiful country, it’s a great nation and this has
really boosted the morale of the younger generation because he
came from a very humble background, from the underprivileged
class and look what he has done.

Secondly, I would appeal to the world that what is happening in
Gaza, I would say that peace should be brought there. The world
needs peace, we have had enough turmoil and all the dignitaries
sitting here in the hall today who are among us, I would request
them that appeal should be put which is sort of an international
appeal, not only for Gaza but for all the world which is in such a
turmoil and we are heading towards more disasters. A stop should

be put and peace should be brought and we all should live under



1254 101 2024 =f1-11

harmony. It is idealistic thinking but sometimes when you have
these thinking and thoughts they can turn into reality. I hope and
pray that all this can turn into reality and the world will see peace
at last. So much bloodshed is happened which is really sad and we
want a change for the betterment of the youth and the younger
generation not only of Pakistan but there is a younger generation
all over. We are growing and we want our children to be happy
and have a peaceful life, not this turmoil and not this problem
which we are facing today. Madam Chairman, I thank you for the
time that you have given me and I would like to congratulate
Arora Sahib, our Minister who has organized and the Pakistan
government and madam Chief Minister for having organized this
day specially for the minorities and we all here together and I
congratulate you and everybody sitting in this hall specially the
Minister. I think he is a young man, very energetic and he has
done a lot and we hope that we have more fruitful results. Thank
you ever so much.

l2lo b 21 BTt Thank you very much 3¢/ /’ﬁ.ﬂ"/’
_ﬁ/l&?/lﬁl({:UG/I?GT?&

Thank you, Chairperson. First of all I welcome the honorable
dignitaries sitting in the Visitor Gallery. Although Punjabi is my
mother tongue but for the sake that they can understand what I say

I will try to express my views in English with your permission.
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There is a saying “Hearts that beat to the tune of kindness can
change the rhythm of the world.” Today is the Minorities Day but
I don't say it is the Minorities Day. It is a day of solidarity; it is a
day of tolerance; it is a day of patience and Dalai Lama the
spiritual leader has very rightly said, “what is the religion.” He
said, “kindness is the religion.” So you don’t have to go for that
because I was born in a Muslim family so I am a Muslim.
Somebody born in Christianity, he is a Christian and if somebody
is born in the Sikh Community all the people who are sitting
around here and in Pakistan, the maximum contribution has been
from the minorities because they have had very hard time. The
Churches were burnt. These were attacked. There were lot of
problems but for the sake of Pakistan they stood with us. Now, it
would have been very nice as the Leader of the Opposition has
said, “Depriving somebody of his right is the biggest offence.”
You can't finish the poverty by giving gratifications, you have to
have justice. When you will not implement the orders of the
Supreme Court there has been chaos in the country because I wish
we all sitting around here in the Opposition although I have been
all the time sitting in this House since 1988, I have seen
everything but where lies the tolerance is a main thing. If there is
intolerance then what is happening-there are attacks; there is no
religious harmony; and, we don’t respect each other. We have to

have respect for each other. Pakistan was not created just to have a
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separate homeland. It was created although to have a separate
homeland for the Muslims. I think the developing countries
should also try to see us. We have the vision; we have the
capability; we have the enthusiasm; and, we have the most expert
people. One of the Pakistani Christian has risen Major General
now. I have seen a Brigadier who was serving under my cousin,
He is now a Brigadier. They have served in the Army, in the Air
Force, in the Navy and everywhere. They have risen to the highest
posts in the Army. As far as I am concerned, I started my
education in a Convent School i.e. Sacred Hard Convent School
in Lyallpur. They have the biggest role to play. In Lahore, you see,
the Don Bosco, you see Cathedral, Saint Anthony’s, Convent of
Jesus and Mary. And, if you come to the other side of the Hospital —
in Faisalabad (in Lyallpur) the first Maternity Hospital was built by
the Christians. We have all respects for them. We must respect
their religion and they have to respect our religion. And, within the
certain laid down parameters, we have to accept each other’s role in
this country.
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MR AFTAB AHMAD KHAN: I wish the honorable minister would
abide by the rules of the Supreme Court also because any law which is
contrary to the basic spirit of the Constitution which is laid down under
the Preamble is void an ab initio. Just like, if you see this Constitution
if I take you back to the Article “2A.The Objectives Resolution to
form part of substantive provisions.”~This Constitution provides a
positive and a constructive role for the Christians, for all these people
and for all of us. We respect all of you but the government should also
try to respect the Opposition also. They should also try to tolerate the
Opposition. You can’t ask us to leave this country. We have served
this country. When the Pakistan was created, half of my family was
assassinated there. We came to Pakistan. My parents came and we
again started from the beginning. We have love for the soil. My elder
brother Rana Muhammad Igbal Khan Sahib must have seen India and
he is just 3-4 years old. We have served this nation in all spheres of
life. We have the best doctors in the world, we have the best engineers.
If - L/legislation+ J d/ oLy e u{ U~ (1 S Where we lie?
somebody prior to this government has made some wrong decisions,
we should not be penalized for that. Why do you people put us on the
corner and say this is not going to happen? You must have the
tolerance to listen to it as this Mr Arora has said. I know when we
there. When we used because this is“g d/ 6}f u"b”:“,.dl}&fdj Lab”say
to go to school, Sister Imelda, Sister James, Brother Canslam, Brother

Congrat, they were all our teachers. They taught us everything and
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because of the education they were giving us, I am standing here. [ was
not going to any this Aitchison an all that. These missionaries have
played a very important role. Even today as the Leader of the
Opposition this is a desire of every educated person who has some
respect for humanity wants that their girls should study in Convent of
Jesus and Mary. It would have been very fine. Let’s say you have
given seats to them, if our 108 seats would have been given, we would
have got minority seats and it would have been much better. Heavens
are not going to fall because we are 110 and another 35 would made
145. So what? One two wrongs does not make one right. So you have
to go for a tolerance which is the most important thing. “Tolerance’,
‘tolerance’, ‘tolerance” and ‘patience’. Then giving somebody right. I
don’t believe that they should have a quota. Why? They are all good
enough. They must be given priority. As you are sitting in the
Assembly, I don’t know whether on a Reserved seat or on a General
seat but we have all respects for you. You are equally good member as
others are. Why not, our members? So, it should not be good for you
and bad for us. “Good Cop~ “Bad Cop” is not going to run now. We
would say that as I have very rightly pointed out we have 96% majority
in Pakistan and 4% is the minority but I think majority minority is
immaterial. It would have been very fine as the dignitaries who are
sitting here we should have shown grace and most of the ministers
have left this place, most of the members have left this place. We are

sitting. They should have been sitting here. What are we telling to the



1259 101 2024 =f1-11

dignitaries now? Is this the way to run the House? We should sit here
and they should know what we are talking. We are talking about
legislation we are talking about the ethics. Which ethics? We are just
coming here to show our faces to the Hon'ble Minister. When the
Hon'ble Minister for Minorities was sitting here, there was hardly any
member sitting around here. Is this is the respect you are giving to the
minister. I have all regards for you Mr Arora, I have all regards for the
minorities. We want that we should work together; we work for the
harmony; we should work for the solidarity of Pakistan. We are true
Pakistanis. We are not going to run away we are not going to London
or any other place. We will stay here and work here. And, for any
system, any society there is another proof, taking advantage of the Law
Minister, don’t put our names in the PNIL and the Blacklisted list. We
are loyal to the soil. We are not going to beg for anything. We can't
even now go for performing Umrah, our religious obligation, why?
Because they are the masters of the ceremonies. If you see Article 9,
and 10 (A) Both related to Right of fair trial. When 295-C is charged
with, they don’t even listen to and the person who has done nothing
without evidence is thrown out. So the same case is running with our
Party. We have been victimized, harassed and punished. Our houses
have been robbed. And, what message we are giving to them? Is this
the message that we are building Pakistan? No? You are just planting
We should (f <4, @'gaj’] uj:éﬁuﬁ'dl%/u’} the seed of hatred

accept each other. We have reached this place through a river of fire.



1260 101 2024 =f1-11

What message (] S =2, We are we are facing such kinds of troubles.
we are giving? We are true Pakistanis. We love Pakistan and we will
die for Pakistan. We have lost our lives. My family has lost lives in the
bomb blasts also. We are very true patriotic Pakistanis and in the end, I
would say as we are sitting here for the minorities, this leader the
nation-wide who has made us proud Pakistan, Imran Khan, he should
be given a free trial. All bogus cases against him should be dropped.
How can a person be shown at four places at the same time? One of the
lady has been victimized. They have been harassed. One case has been
registered at Mianwali and the other case has been registered at
Quetta. She comes out and again arrested. Please for God sake, stop
this. Enough is enough. We had enough of it and I would say now the
sanity should prevail and the dignitaries should also take notice, the
international forms should take notice what is going on in Pakistan. If
they will take notice, they should tell to the governments that we are
crying and begging for anything. We are seeking justice. If we get
justice we will be thankful to it and if we don’t get justice we will keep
on fighting. We will fight in the House, we will fight outside the House
and we will continue to it. Thank you very much.

Ly .wwl}'lji,,te..,!_d/éof(K.;T_')La..«aftb:&:u’/’;’:%,of
MR AHMAD IQBAL CHAUDHARY :Ms Chairperson!Thank you
for giving me the floor. First of all I would like to congratulate the
Minister for Minority Affairs and Human Rights my brother Mr

Ramesh Singh Arora sab for organizing this historic and special
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session of the Punjab assembly on 1" August 2024. Honorable
chair 11" August is a very important day in the history of Pakistan.
This is a day when the great Quaid made the historic speech that
would define the controverts of the independent state of Pakistan
and the founding vision of the Quaid was that Pakistan would be a
state where every citizen would be treated equally. This was a
country that was formed on the idea of protection of minorities. The
Muslims of the sub-continent felt unsafe, felt discriminated. So
protection of minorities is the fundamental idea behind which
Pakistan movement was created and the country was found. Today,
I represent the district of Narowal in this August House and district
of Narowal in Pakistan is one of the leading examples of interfaith
harmony. The Minister spoke before me, our district is the district
where the first mass conversions of Christianity took place in 1880
when the press betarian mission, the church of Sialkot sent its
missionaries and shahabdike is an iconic village. The first
conversion took place in shahabdike in my district when dead
embraced Christianity and broke the shackles of slavery. My own
constituency Zafarwal is also an important city in the history of
Christianity in this subcontinent and in this region where the holy
books and hymns of Christianity were first translated into the
Punjabi language by a resident of Zafarwal imamud din Shehbaz.
Ladies and gentlemen, honorable chair today is a day where we

show cohesion, today is a day where we show unity, today is a day
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where we leave behind all our differences, political, religious, class
based. It was very sad to hear the remarks of Rana Aftab from the
opposition benches where he played politics on this issue of
minorities where we were supposed to stand in solidarity with
every citizen of Pakistan. It is said in our local language that when
you point your finger towards someone, you must always be
cognizant with that there are four fingers that are pointed towards
you. So I would like to urge the opposition members to look
towards their own attendance and may be bring their members back
to the benches before they make any remarks towards the
government side. Honorable Chairperson I would like to make two
or three more comments. First of all I would like to thank the
Leader of the House Madam Mariam Nawaz for visiting
Gurdawara Baba Guru Nanank in Kartarpur sahib on the birth
anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak. Narowal is also a place which is
very important for the Sikh religion and that gave a very strong
message of interfaith harmony. I would also like to show support to
what members before me said that we should stop using this term of
minorities because the term itself implies that certain citizens are
more equal than others and may be the Minister could also ponder
over it if we could change the name of the department from the
minorities to may be inter religious harmony or interfaith harmony
because it is time that we stop seeing certain citizens of Pakistan as

majority and certain citizens of Pakistan as minority. If imam
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masjid has one vote, if the faith leaders of Christianity have one
vote, if every citizen regardless of their religion has one vote than
why should we differentiate between minority and majority in this
country? We are all equal citizens and lastly I would also
acknowledge all the members of different faith communities, faith
leaders, honorable dignitaries of foreign missions who are present
here in this House, it is an honor for us to host you on this special
session of the Punjab assembly. My friend and a former member of
this House Miss Mary Gill is also in attendance in the galleries and
my first speech on the floor of the House was an Adjournment
Motion for the rights of sanitary workers in Punjab. Madam
Chairperson Pakistani minorities and specially minorities in Punjab
have a very difficult life. They are stuck in the cycle of poverty and
I again disagree with Rana Aftab sab from the opposition members.
There should be affirmative action for those citizens who have not
gotten equal opportunities. I would urge the Minister to conduct an
audit of all neighborhoods where our minority faith groups are in
majority. When I was heading the local government in Narowal, we
saw that where the Christian neighborhood would start you could see
a mark difference of development between the other neighborhoods
and those neighborhoods and I think it is time that we conduct an
audit. We go down to these neighborhoods and at least bring them at
par with their adjoining neighborhoods. In terms of the basic

necessities and services of life, in terms of sanitation and over
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whelming majority of Christians is employed as sanitary workers in
Punjab. They are the ones who clean our streets; they are ones who
put their life at risk without any safety gear, without any protection,
without any medical insurance and our bureaucracy and our
government officers are adamant on not giving them the same perks
and privileges and same rights as other government officers who get
pensions for spending their lifetime in the service of this country,
same medical benefits as every public functionary gets. We
somehow still have this mindset that we are going to deny them and
we are going to induct them as contract employees. These anomalies
should be fixed. People who keep our streets clean the state also has
a responsibility towards giving them clean streets. You don't have to
look far; you don't have to look far towards the rural areas of the
province. There are neighborhoods in our very city of Lahore, the
capital of this province that is without clean drinking water. They
have been protesting not in this government under the previous
government. They went to the Chief Minister, they went to the
Deputy Commissioner and I would urge the Minister to kindly that
we should make a special provision from the development funding
that minorities are getting this year to lift those neighborhoods to
provide them the basic services. We should also, as the members
from the opposition said and I disagree with him and I think there
should be affirmative action. We should give equal opportunities to

the members. They went to the Chief Minister, and they went to the
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Deputy Commissioner. I would urge the minister to kindly make a
special provision from the development funding that minorities are
getting this year to uplift those neighborhoods by providing them
basic services. As the member from the opposition said, I disagree
with him. I think there should be affirmative actions, and we should
provide equal opportunities to members of other religious groups,
whether in government employment or admissions in public sector
universities. So, that we are able to lift them out of this cycle of
poverty. Thank You.
MS CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Ahmad Igbal
Sahib. Now, I would like to invite Ch Muhammad Ijaz Shafi Sahib.
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MR SPEAKER: I would try to bring back the purpose of today’s
session and if you have any suggestions, serious content or any
reasons to bring in to account, where we can improve the situation of
minorities, where we can introduce good legislations, where we see

that there are concerns which you can raise. There are serious issues,
including issues of lynching, issues of burning the worship places,
sectarian violence, and other issues which are actually bothering to
every thinking mind. I would request this representative House to
please contribute good suggestions through which a message could be
delivered from this House unanimously. We must stand united on
certain points. Today’s agenda is before you, and that agenda is
situations of minorities affairs and what good we can do to it. If there
are bad things on it, yes, members from the Opposition have to point

out those things and Minister for Minorities will respond accordingly.
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This is a very significant issue, and as far as political positions are
concerned, we have ampled time to discuss them. Whatever means
of protest you want, I normally allow that in suppression of the
government position. I allow the opposition to speak their heart out.
But today, this is my call, and this agenda is very close to my heart.

So please, bring forward those suggestions that can help the situation.
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MR SPEAKER: Mr Ahmad! You are an advocate for minority
rights to the best of your ability. So I would say that if somebody
has said something lets tolerate it. Tolerance is the first subject

today please.
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As Speaker I have courage to Unl[//interrupt /5 / b;l’uf Z/g" u,«ll?
y/_uj‘a//’/jﬂﬂggf)» JJUQI@T(KKLJU}EKL:JT;J;},Q say that
give me [/ b LU S U Ut Uit 2 SR U KT
something to say that collectively the consensus of the House speaks
it is not just somebody being U.FL/:?( 44 d/ —h Lf(u for that problem.
Muslim, Christian , Hindu and Sikh. It is the worst type of cast order

prevailing in this country. Can you help it speak for it?
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I am grateful that you have brought the debate back _u;fué” K?,Tuﬁ

"96/ =L _T/to the right context. Sami Ullah Khan Sahib!

Your chit is here with me. Please don’t cross those lines. Let’s be on

. . > .
the minority s issues.
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& U= thank you for giving me the floor. L& -3V (}Cﬁ" -l
/el Sw l%//,: Jr s L"/'/welcome:’/minorities 3 u;flpf Lf:A
MILLOU!ZJ/ZJ.UWjﬂ;“LLﬁ/ﬁJ}jJﬂ;‘ﬁ:’)J!éJU%
dﬁ‘flhonestly-‘adﬂ/nuyuﬂ{l u‘L‘f:Ui,ﬂ? Kff;mﬁ.:fﬁb»
J)gﬁju’!-(w///&dl&(wﬁf%:m!ﬁ‘;gnuﬂ‘{éIOL8Speech
--_wLajfd;mMujvéumwé
:«7,.(1 share the same sentiment, and honestly speaking :ﬁ L2
Jbt uﬂ'{!honorable membersigd{wﬁgdkbgil,féofdz'g
government J,vp u.‘."/l/l J7 31 really appreciate their conductu,?é
I have no words to say .Lbenches
now let me go ?u;/ufag4ulo;g)cuﬂuﬁ!)fv“*tezilu"l}yt?
it is not restricted only to -« d/ ok situationﬁé_&% ~over to the
r,";u:?LTU)MELLt'T"f logeugminorities in Pakistan my dear.
I have been part of the other side (¥ 2w Jstate of war condition
< Jkof the fence also and I know exactly that how we conducted
have we been able to address < Car L ug ..,{! 0} é},ﬁ, 7 Jb
have we been able to address ‘a&nlynching/,: .J/; s Jy<—slathat?
we S &S UL E S A ad (’fg%&n@é/{]}/uggmma‘c?
S n2: Y2ld S /l?.r_ub:’,!'%,i T lack the credibility and trust
we are representatives of the people of T(Jf LL//trust/? — /m.{! &
iz Y /trust/,:(" g < credibilitygf I$ePakistan and Punjab
at the highest seat of Pakistan, how many are ujLné/?&:’:ﬁﬁu’ I

£g/z:’/:«l,J(;}lﬁ’Gﬂ@T:unﬁstUic#Luluiuf@d/u!}?there
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and then Mr Falbous Christopher will be on the chair for brief
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No.PAP/Legis-1(46)/2024/103. Dated: August 15, 2024. The following
Order, made by the Governor of the Punjab, is hereby published for
general information:

In exercise of the powers conferred under Article
109(b) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, I, Sardar Saleem Haider Khan, Governor
of the Punjab, hereby prorogue Provincial Assembly of
the Punjab on 11" August, 2024 (Sunday) after the
conclusion of the sitting of the Assembly on that day.

Dated: August 13,2024 SARDAR SALEEM HAIDER KHAN
GOVERNOR OF THE PUNJAB"
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