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PUNJAB - LEG[SLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

'EIGHTH SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEG-IBLA_TIVE
' AS&EMBLY _ R TR LI

rln.'. B

Monday, 1st Demaer, 1941,

" The. 'Assembly mad in the Assemblly Chamber at 12 noon of the clook. M.

3peaker in the r:?usm'

L

.. OATH oF OFFICE.
.’I‘ho follomng membera  were sworn in—

Khan Sahib Mian Amﬁ-ud-Dm (Inner Lahore, Muhammaﬁan, Urbsan).
Bardar Gurbakheh Singh (Batals, S8ikh, Rural). :
.Lala Amar Nat.h Shah (Bialkot- Amntsar, Ganersl Rural)

STARRED QUES’[‘IONS AND ANSWERS.

"~ ArEmsT oy Mz, MAHMOOD AnL
*T713. Snrdar Moola Smsh. will the Honourable P[&m.lel' be

;pleased to’ state—

(a) whéther-it is a fact that Mr Mahmood AIi & member of the
. Panjab Congress Working Committee, has been arrested '
1)} 1f 50, when and where ; ’

(¢) diet and cless given to him, the law gnder which he has been
detamed and the period for which he is to be detained ¢

Parlnmentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): (a)- &

e ’(b) Nawabzada Mahmood Ali was arrested at Lahore on Bth Desember
1940, and released on 18th Juna, 1941.

(¢) Does not arise. .-

HEearta or CoMBRADE MOHAN Lar, Duanwantrr axp Tear Sivesn.
*7714. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the Honourable Premier be

pleased to state—

(@) whether it is a facth that Comrade Mohan Lal (Kirti), Dbanwantrj

and Tehl Singh now detained in Deoli Camp are not keeping
good health ;

{b) weight at the time of t.helr arrest and their weight at present ;

{c) the lﬁamss of the newspapers and Journals which are supplied to
them

(d) the diet given to them ; _



2 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. (1s7 DEo. 194%,.

. Se)_'whother any of these gentlemen applied for allowances for- their
.41 £ Robpmdents'; if 50, the jeply of the Governmeny with Togard to-
their applications ? o - T
Parliamentary } rivate Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shak): (o) No..
Agccording to the last health reports rocerved from Deol: all of them are koep--
ing good health and have inereased in weight.

® .
| Weight: - Weight . - Weight
on on arrival om-~ -
ayrest. -~ n Deoli. 80-9-41.
Lbs, Lbs.
@) Dhsnwentsi .. ) . ( 148 168
} Mohsn Lal . } Not < 126 186
(3) Tehl Singh - .. available 118 143

(¢) Some sixteen newspapers and journals in various langnages are
gapplied ab Government expenise. I do not consider it advisable to give-
the names. '

(@) At the rate of 9 annas per diem. Sesurity prisoners have the pri--
vilege of supplementing their diet at their own expense and of adminjster-
ing the kitchen arrangements thomselves. . _ _ L

{e) An application for family allowance was received from security-
prisoner Tehl Singh whick after due consideration was rejocted. No ap--
plication from the other two prisonets has been received.

Sardar Lal Singh : The reply relates to their weights in September
last. o
Parliamentary Private Secretary : Yes, that was the weight on
the 80th September. _ o

Sardar Lal Singh : That is two months ago. ) '

Parliamentary Secretary : Yes. K o

Sardar Lal Singh : Is the Parhamentary Secretary aware whether
any of these gentlemen Was on hunger strike recently ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary : No; as far as I am aware they
wera not. ‘

Sardar Lal Singh: What is the diffieulty in giving more recent in-
formation regarding their weight ? ]

Parliamentary Private Secretary: If the bonourable member
will put the questiont again, we will give the recent weight. <

Sardar Lal Singh : The answer is given to-day, the 1st of December.
What was the obstacle in giving to this House information baged on more
rocent reports, say in October or November ?

[
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Parliamsentary Private Secretary:: - The-hosotmsbB ‘mémbiryaibuld
know that it takes some time to -colleot anformation.: The indofmation

was ¢ollected when the question was given potise of. . ° 4 s wairegartl

o s
CoMeape Trxga: Ras .sunnm; a8, ERRIRE) S
*7715. Sardar Moola Singh: Wil thé'ﬁéiﬁo’uiébiﬁ“ﬁ-’éﬁﬁi%{ e
Meased to state—- o S ‘-U s e
(@) whether it is & fact that Gomra,de’.['ikkﬂ B ﬁyﬁg o d ined
" in Lahore Central Jail ; if av; the {ate SPRIL"s iﬁﬁ% driod
of his detention, and the law under which ho has “been de-
_ tained ;- Lo e e
(b) the class and diet given to him, the allowance, it any, allowed o
his dependents ; if not, the reasons therpg?g% e

T syt
Parliomentary Private Secrotary “(Sayoe. “Aumjad: Adi Bhab): - (a)
{) Hy is now detained in the Deoli Detention Canip, Deoli, (46): 20t Marok,
1940 ;. (443) this depends on future svents ; () xule 26,01 the,Relexpe of
Indis Rules. T A T

(8) (?) He is given the diet preseribed for class TE prisoners.
- (45} Nono'; the provisions of the law mnder whiﬁldhé il‘é'-'ae'taihed do

not enjoin the payment of. any allowance

.-_|-' ' -. 1 : . .' . .:‘(
. . Coamunan fanmony. L .

*7826. Mian Sultsn Mahmud Hotiana: Will the Honourable

Premier be pleased to state— _ . .
(a) what steps the Government have taken so far to promote communal
harmony in the provinee ; ' ) o
() has the Government spent any money for this purpose ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Anijad AY Bhah) : (a) and
{b)- Government have at all times consigtently made all possible efforts
to promote communal harmony by all mesns within their power, and the.
honourable member will no doubt have notised the special sbress laid wpon
communal harmony in the spesches of the Honourable Premier and those
of his colleagues. _One lakh of rnpees has been provided in the current
year’s budgei for the furtherance of this object, and the question of the
way in whioh this money should be spent is under active consideration.

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : The question is, how much money hag
aJready been spent for the object ? There is no answer to that partof the
question. _ )

Parliamentary Private Secretary: I have stated in the answor
that one lakh of rupees has been provided and the Government i consider--
ing the ways and means for spending it.

Mian Mahammad Nurullah : May I know whethor nothing has been-

spent so far ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary ; thhing-‘-
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Sardar Lal Singh : May I know whether the Govermment is satis
fied with the present situatior in the province ?

Premier : 8o far as the communal gituation is conserned, Government
is not satisfied.

Sardar Lal Singh : Is Government sure that Government is itself
not responp}bla for creating tho present situation ? . ,

Premier : On the contrary, Goverament s doing everythmg possible
to preaoh and reato:e communal harmony.

Mian Nurullah : How long will the consideration of
tiha ‘scheme take ? - .

Premier : It is not. an eagy matter. Wa do not want to squander
away the monay We want to spend it as judiciously and as affectively
ag possible: :

Mian Abdul Rab : Do the Government propcuse to spencl more money
and provide more funds during the next bBudget for promoting aommunal
harmony in the. province ? :

Premaier ;: I am afiaid it is somewhat premature to make a definita
decision, but my own view is that we will have to provide for it in the next
year's budget aiso.

. Mian Abdul Aziz : Has the Government conmdered the queatzon of
wiping out the distinetion between the urbanites and the ruralites and such
like other distinctiong, in order to unite the Punjabis ?

Premier: I am afraid that distinction has not been created by Gov-
ormment. Urban people sre urban and rural pebple are rural.

Conwcrmns UNDER THE DEFENCE OF INDIA AcT.

*7871. Sartlar Lal Smgh win the Honourah]e Premier be pleased
1o state— _ . :
(a) the t.ot.al number of persons in. the Puujabrup to date +—

®) senteneed to imprisonment under the Defence of India
Act for S8atyagraha;

(i1} sentencad to 1mpnsonment for other oﬁ’ences under the same

Aet;
(143} interned in jails under the Defence of India Rules without
' trial ; and

{tv) confined by order under the Defence of India Rules to their
resldentml limits ; -

(b) whether any of the persons fa.llmg under (iv) above are being
given any maintenance allowance ; if not, whether the Govern-
.~ ment has satisfied itself as to their bemg able to earn livelihood
" within the confines of the village or town in which they are
ordered to vemain ; if 80, " how did the Government so satisfy

- iteelf 9

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sa.yed Amjad Ali Shah) :
is not in the public interest to publish these figuras. If the honoura.ble
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member iy anxious to obtain information for his personal uge. Isha-ll W glad

to furnich it. :

Sardar Lal Smgll Is it & fast that the total number is rmmmg into
soveral thousands ¢

Parliamentary Private Secrenry As I have already stat.ed it
is not in the public interest to publish these figures and I bave also stated.
that if the honourable member is anzious to-obtain information for his
personal use, [ shall be glad to furnish it to him. -

Sardar Lal Singh : Doss not &ut.y ¢ome in ﬁrst and other things
afterwards ?

Premier : Public interest comes ﬁrst It the honourable member is
anxions to get informatien for his personal ume,. I ghall gladly supply it to.
hlm

" Sardar Santokh Singh : Is the numbor runnmg: into several thou-
sands — foor figures ?

Pl'gnmer The number is not 80 big as the honourable mernber. thmks

‘Sardar Lal Singh : How i thd Government going to wadure ug' that
they are noi pla}'mg the role of Hitlerism in eatcliing the people and sending
them to prisen in thousands ?

Premier : Our role is the role of @ democratioc Govarnment. The -
Government was asuthorised by this ‘House {o take action agsinst those
persons whose detention is considared to be absolutely necessary in the
interests of public poace and maintenance of, law and order; and that is
what the present Government has done.

m—c‘muod

e
Sk

Kreax Pmsouans- '

*7873. Sarder Lal Singh : Wil the Honourable Premler be pleased
to atate—.

(@) the total number of persons arrested in therprovmoe during the
year 1941 in eonnection w:tth Kmm ooniereneea or Kisan
movement :

(b) how many of these pereons have been tried Judwmlly and how many
detained without trial ? :

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed” Amjad Ali Shah) : (a)
Thirty-eight.
@) Part I—Twenty.

Part II—One. (Beventeen wore mther roleased nncondmonally or
restrioted to their villages). -

Mavsana SavEp Hum I TR R Y

' “‘7816. Sardar Ajit Singh : Wil the Honmtré.ble I’remmr be plms&d
to state whether it is & fact that-not long ago Mauians- Bayed Habib asked
for permission for his typist to prepare his case in consultation with him
in Jail for presentation to His Bxcellency th&ﬁmoy buﬁh&; &]n.permsmn
wae rofused ; and if so, the reagons therefor.?: .. .
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. Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah):
Part I.—-Yes. _
Part'11.—-The request was granted to the extent that- Sayed Habib
wag mformed that he could instruct his typist by means of a letter or that
- his typist could apply for an.interview with him in order to get verbal in-
strnctions.
Sardar Ajit Smgﬁ 'Will the hongurable member ploase note that
Maulans Sayed Habib had agkéd permission in order to obtain facilities for
winding up his business ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary: But the honourable member
has mentionéd in the guestion that Maulana Bayed Habib sought permis-
sion for preparing a reprogentation to submit before His Excelleney the
Viceroy.

Sardar Agt Singh : My object in asking this question-was that since
Bayed Habib wanted to wind up his business, the refusal of permission has
adversaly affected his business. Why was not permission given ?.

Premier : Permission was given. He was also permitted to have an
interview if he 80 demred

. MavuraNs Ssvep Habip.

*7877. Sardar Ajit Singh ; Will the Honourable Premier bo pleased
to state whether Maulana Sayed ' Habib, a detenu in Sub-Jail, Muzaffar-
garh, apphed for allowanes for the mamtenance’ of his family ; and if so,
whether it has been granted ; and if not ; why not ?

Pariamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Al; Shab): A
petition from the wives of Maulana Sayad Habib for the grant of a family
allowance has been received and an allowance of Rs. 120 per mensem hag
been granted by tha Government of Indm

|,

NomiFrcarion oF Bar Signs as AGRICULTURISTS.

*1833. Tilla Ja; it Singh Bedi: Will the Honourable Minister
-of Revenue be p!eaﬁedﬂto state what action, if any, has been taken on the
representation rocently made to him by Rai Sikhs throughout the province
that they, who mainly depend for their livebhood on income from lands,
be notified as statutory agrieulturists and further .that they be entered as
Raf 8ikhs in the revenue reeords and A0t 48 Mahmm.s ag 1s done at pre-
sent ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanafar Ali Klan): No such
rapresentation has been reveived from Rai Sikhs throughout the province.
The application of certain Sikhg of the Montgomery district to be recorded
not as * Mahtams * but as “ Rai Sikhs * has been accopted in priveiple ;
and the guestion of procedure only is under considaration.

Tikka Jagjit Singh Bedi : What about their being recorded as ag-
rioulturists? - If I may remind the, Parligpentary Seoretary, there are
two parielaf this gquestion, A r&ply to one pert has been given. What
|sthemplytoﬁhomond paxt? - .

MM&M : So far as t.he reply t0 the second pari
is ooncerned, it is ander considetetion. -
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ENOCOURAGRMENT OF HANDICRAPTS AND COTTAGE S
vl INDUBTRIES.

t‘_'Z'l%. Rai Babadur Lala Gopel Das: Will the Honourable.

.Minister of Finance be pleased to state whether it is & fact that a sum of
Re. 20,000 was sanctioned last year, i.0., in 1940 by the Assembly for granis
to the persons 107 the encouragement of handicrafis and' cottage industries;

7if 80, the number of applications received to date for such grants and the

“number an,d the names of the appllcants awarded such grants w1t.h the amount.
of graut in edeh caso ? .

- !l'l:e ]-lnnourabl: Su' Hamharl.al F%Tst ‘Ptmf of ; W W“"’"“
o8,

Second part—87 app]matmns were: received out of which 98 appli-
oants were selected for the award of grants, Twenty-one applieants re-
eeived grants during the last financial year and 7 a.pphcants have reveived
grants during the current year from the current year's grant. A state-
mel?lt showing the amount of grant to each applicant is placed on the
table,

o -t . " B LR

oo . e . ) JAmount
-Bexial _ . . Name of applicant. N of
Ke. ’ ' ’ S grant.
1804l . .
! | Lals Ishar Das, B.Sc. {District Amritsar) - .. cee e | 1,800
- 2| M. Abdul Asiz Qamar, ¥.5c. (Diatrict AmHisar) 500
3 'ur M. A. Majid Qureshy, B.So. (studied “up to M.Se) (Dlstnet 1,500
4 H.. Abdul , studied up to Matrio triet Gujran a.) e 0
-5 Lal&'l'lrathﬁ studied np to l[atdoti g SE I LEI ;];&GO
L« 6 M, MuhammadAh,st.ndJed Mnt-nc (Dﬁtﬂe’b rat.) Looaerd] 1500
7. IL Ghulam IE‘[)r::r [gst:n ) . Lo b i
8 Bingh, B Se. (Dmtnot Gu]rat) ' R (- A
9 | The Gurgaml Indnstrial Gom'png Limited {Diatrick Gu.rg&on) S ae 100
10 | Lala Washeghar Nath Mohan, Matrio (District Jhelum) .. .- 1,000
11 | M, Abdut Abiz, Matrie(District Fhelum} .. .. R B )
12 | M, Sulfan Mnhammad, Madric (DMatrict Jhehan) .. il A0
:+ 13 | M. Qamar.od.Bin Qemar, Matrjo (Distriet Jhang) ... . 500
© 14| Lala Amar Noth, studied up to Matrio Dlstrict Kangra).. ‘- o [ - LO0O
15 | Lala Arjan Dev Mehra B.A, (Nmml) {Ah])ismlst Karnai) L0 -,
16 | Mr. Manohar Lal Sahni oTe ) (Holds a d:lplm 1.000
from the Institution of the Rubber Indnstry of Gireat Britain) -- S
17 SnrduGurchm Maitrio (Dmtmtlﬂhore) e .. LpoO
18 | Rardar Piar BA. (District Lyallpur) . ol oo
19 | Mirsa Musaffar llatm {Distriot Multm} = . l%
20 | Lals Pormanand, (Distriot Muz h) .
21 Wen.vers of ng& Digtrict for the ey of imp-oved halﬂl m 300
' . o BTV LI f: c Ty
- Total .. ] 20,000 ’
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Amount
Berial L Nameof spplicsnty . <. . - . el
No. o . DS B TT B
h LY
I4E42, - . .
22 | M., Nagir Ahmed, Non-Matric (District Awmritsar) . . 1,000
23 Sa:darm&ngh,mmtmumomdupm) - .. 500.
24 | Lals Diwan Chand, Matric (Distriot Fhong) . . 250
25 PanitDinDsynlShma,Mc(Dmﬁetlah&re} | 200
28 Sardarl!obindarSinghMm,B.A LL.B. (District: Lyall . LSOO
27 | Lala Lila Krichan Kalrs, studied up to F.3c, [Dmmtﬂan) . 50D
28 | Lala Atam Perkash, Matric (Dlstrwt Mult.nn} . 500
: © Total -+ - .. 4,450

NECESSARIES FOR PRISONERS IN MUZAFFARGARE SuB-JAIL.

*7878. Sardar Ajit Singh: Will the Honouyrable Premier be
pleased to state—

{(a) how much ghee, vegetables, milk, sugar, fuel-wood, bed-elothes,

toilet necessaries, towels, oil and utensils are &llowed to. A

class prisoners in Sub-Jail, Muzaffargarh, per head per month 2

(b} whether shave, hair.cut and washing expenses and charges in
connection with sewing snd mending of clothes are borne
by the Government or by the prisoners ;

'{¢) whether sny change by way of increase or decrease is now intended
to be brought about’ in the items or standard of supplies to-
these detenus ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shab): ().
Ghee, vegetables, milk, sugar and fuel wood are allowed to the * A * class
security prisoners actording to the scale laid down in paragraph 926, Part
III of the Punjab Jail Manual. '

Bed clothes are issued according to the seale laid down in paragraph
790 of the Pun;ab Jail Manual (Correction slip No. 88).

Toilet necessarigs.—The seeunty pnsoners purchase these from their.
¢wn funds.

‘Powels.—One ench

. Sufficient utensils are supplied for thelr yoquirements.

‘() A conviet barber was made available for the security priconers
but they refused to diilise his servieés as he was not up to their standard..
Their clothes are washed by 8 convict dhobi. Charges in eonnection with
sowing and mending of clothmg issned by the jail are borne by Govern-

-ment but if security prisoners prefer to wesr their private clothmg, the:
charges in uonneetlon with sewing and mending are borne by the pnsonars
themselves,
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TRANSIT PASE WHE.

- *814.  Chawilhri Mibammad Abdul Rahman Khan : With refer-
ence to’ the answer to the supplementary question asked in conmection
with starred quegtion No. 6215t on 11th March, 1940, will the Honourable
Minister for Public Works be pleased to state whether the guestion re
charging of transit pass fee as a lnmp sum at ono station instead of charging
st 50 many stations between the starting station and the terminal station
. bas so far been considered by Government ; and if so, the result thereof 2 _

Parliamentary Secretary (Shaikh Faiz Mubsmmad) : I regret that
the reply to this question is not yet ready. Local bodies have taken some
time in sapplying information which has now been received. The matter
bb ]unt;erhconsidamtion of Government and will be decided without avoid-
able delay.- .

1

MoTOR ACCIDENTE 1IN NAROWAL AND CONSTRUCTION
OF A BY-PASSH.

*7815. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan : With refer-
ence to the answer to part (c) of starred question No. 73642 asked on 12th
December, 1940, will the Honourable Minister for Publie Works be pleased
to state whether the guestion of the construction of a by-pass has so far
received the consideration of Government, and if #0, the result thereof ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Shaikth Faiz Muhammad): The work
of improving and metalling the Pasrur-Narowal-Basantar Nallah (Jessor)
road, which inciudes provision for the congtiuction of a by-pass at Naro-
wal, is under consideration of Government. - ' ' :

Covrt STRICTURES 46AINST SarparR Dipar Sivesm, Sun-InePEOTOR
oF PovLicE. oo e

*7816. Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana: Will the Honourable
Minister for Public Works be pieased to state whether it is & fact that stric-
tures have been passed ageinst the conduct of a Sub-Inspector of Police
(named Sardar Didar Singh) posted at police atation Shabbore, district Mont-
gomery, for instituting criminal proceedings sgainst innocent persons by
a 1st class Magistrate at Montgomery in his judgment in criminal case No.
105/3 of 1940, as pointed out by one Kamal Din alias Kalu, of 49-A/21 of
police station Shahbore in his petition sent recently to Inspector-General
of Police, what action has been taken or is intended to be taken againast the
Sub-Inspector 2 :

Parliamentary Secretary (Shaikh Faiz Muhammad): No. The
Magistzate 1st class, Montgomery, did record only certain critical remarks
. againgt Sarasy Didar Singh, SBub-Inspector of Police, which did net amount
to strictures. Kamal Din and others made an application containing alle-
gations against the Sub-Ingpector, which on enquiry were found to be base
“less and did not eall for any action agsinst the Sub-Inspector.

" "Wojume XiI, page 300,
WVolume XIV, page 1025,
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INCREASE IV CRIME.

*i825. Mian Mahm jll the Honourable
M;lmat,er for Public T?:rlks be pleased o state whher is a fact that of late
crime of every description is qn the increase in the provmee .3 if se, what
apecial steps the Government have taken so far to check it ; and if no steps
have so far been taken, reasons therefor ¢

Parliamentary Secretary (Shoikh Faiz Muhammad) (3} No.
Crime is down by 502 cages as compared w1th 1940,

(w) and (#i3) Do not anse

‘Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana ¢+ May I know whether this ratio is
with regard to every kind of erime or one kind of crime ?

Parliamentary Secretary : All ¢rimes taken together.
Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Is the Government satisfied with

the present state of affairs ?

Parliamentary Secretayy s There is always room for improvement
and the Government is doing its hést.

REFRESENTATION OF Mustims axp HINDUS AMONG MEMBERS
OoF Munrcrrar CoMmiTTee, Hanst,

*7834, Chandhri Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister for
Pubhc Works be pleased o state—
(o) the population and voting strengih- of Muslims and non-Muslims
respectively, in Hansi Town, district Hissar ;
(b) the number of seats allotted to the Hindug and the Muslims,
respectively, in Hansi Municipality ;
{¢) ‘whother it ig a fact that two Hindus and two Muslims are nominat.
ed as members of the said committee ; _

- (d) whether it is a fact that in 1986 at the time of general elections
the Hindu Tahsildar at Hansi was nominated for one of the
two seats which are filled by nominations of the Hindus ;

(e) whether it i3 & fact that on the transfor of that Tahsildar in 1988,

: his suceessor who was algo 8 Hindu, was nominated for t.hat
seat ; .

whether it i's a fact that recentiv a Muslim Tahsildar has eome to
" hold charge of that Tahsil and that he has been allowed to

occupy the Hindu seat in ‘\E[umclpal Comm;ttee Hansn by
virtue of his office ;

() whether it is a fact that by this change the present shength of
Hindus and Muslims in Municipal Committee, Hansi, bas
" become 5 and T, respectively ;

(h) whether any reprgsentation made by the Hindus of Hansi has
recently been received by him agsinst this change in the posi-
tion of Hindus in the said committee, if 80, the action taken
or intended to be taken thereon ?
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Parliamentary Secretary (Bhaikh Faiz. Mubammad) : In accord-
.ance with the established convention of this House, this question has been
tga ated ‘as an upatarred question and a rep]yl will be spnt to the honour-

le maember. R C

Rexovar oF Mz. MELwiin, SEoreTaRyY, Muniorat CoMyiTrEE,
Darnovusizs.

: m Malik Barkat Ali : Will the Hononzable Minister for Publie
*Works be pleased to state—

() whether.it is-a fact that. My. Melwill, Secretary; Municipal Commit-
tee, Dalhousie, was sometimes .ago, ordered by the Punjab
Government 40 be removed from his office ;

(B) if the answer to question (a) be in the affirmative, whether he has
been remeved from his office- by the Hummpal Committes
or not ; if not, why not ;

* (0) the date of order on which the Punjab G-overnment ordered bis
removal ?

Parliammtary Secretary {8haikh Faiz Mohammad): (@) Yes.

(8) Not so far, but the resson for the delﬁ}' m eomplmnﬁo with G"Wm'
-ment orders is being lookbd into. ~ -

(¢) 14th June, 1941.

Mian Abdul Aziz : Inreply tor part ) of t.he quasbwn, you have been
“plensed. to BaY that the yeasen for the aelay in gompliance with Govern-
ment orders is being looked inte. Can you say approxmately as to how
long it is likely to take?

Parliamentary Secretary: My honourable fnand is 8o involved
that T have not been able to fallow him. I will answer if he will repeat
his quesiion once agsin.

Sardar Lal Singh : What is the reason of the Government for not
-¢arrying out the order for gix months ?

Parliamentary Secyelary : There was no question of the Gov-
-erinment carrying out the oxders. Orders were issued by the Government.
It is the other people who seem 0 have baen guilty of not carrying out the
'Ol‘del'ﬁ The Govamment is loookmg into the ‘matter. '

Mian Abdul Aziz : Has the Government been pleased to call for an
-explan.atmn from those who delayed the maiter?

Parliamentary Secretary : The: honourable member may rest &g
shmd that the Government has called for guoh axplan,atlon.

MiapAbdqlAm ThankyOu
' 1Fmthowhﬁhqueﬁmm§ﬂendkltw 38.infrc’

PETET T
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- RESIDENTIAL QUARTER FOR ME. MELWILL, SECRETARY, MUNICIPAL
- CoxmMrrrTER, DALROUSIE. L
*785]. Malik Barkat Ali : Wil the Honourable Minister for Pablie
Works be pleased to state— . o

(a) whether it is a fact that the Municipal Committee, Dalbousie,
had rented a house for Rs. 700 for the residence of Mr. Melwill
before hie was ordered to be removed ;

(b) whether it is a fact that Mrs. Melwill continued to reside in the
house free of rent even after Mr, Melwill had been relieved of
kis duty for military service ; ' ' -

(¢) whether it is a fact that an offer to rent the bouse for the remain-
ing season or failing that on daily rental basis was refused by
the said Committee ; if o, the ressons therefor and the
action if any, taken by Government in the matter ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Shaikh Fais Muhammad): () Yes.

@) Yes. '
""" () Now that the matier has come to the otice of Government it 1
receiving consideration.

Puntrive Porsce PosT I¥ VILLAGE CHANDL.

. *7870. KhanSahib Chaudhri Sahib DadKhan: Wil the Honout-
able Minister for Public Works be pleased to state-—

(@) when the punitive police post was located in village Chandi,

- tahsil Gohana, Rohtdk }_listtict ; o
(b) the number of bad characters supposed to be living in the said
“locality at the time of the location of the said post in the said
village and their number at present-;-
. {¢) how many searches have been made in $hgs village since the loca-
tion of the punitive police post ; : '

(d) how many men from this village have been challaned and for which
offences and what has been the number of convictions since
the location of the seid post ;

(¢) how many cases of dacoity and of other serious offences have been
traced to the said village, Fow many villagers have been chal-
Janed for such offences since the loeation of the post and what
bas boen the result of those cases ; _

¢/) how many persons from this village were challaned to be bound
down under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, in. 3981 ;
1940, 1941 ; : .

(g) bow many cuts were made in-the canal in this village during
1989, 1940, 1941 ; which officer except the canal officer made
inguiries and with what result ; L .

(k) the number of absconders andl deiérters belonging to this “village
21990, 1940 and 1941, how iaeny of theis were arrested by
the’ police ‘stationed thery; -~ -° 7ol '
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* {¢) how many pailés are there-in the village and how many bad
: characters belong to each of tha patm

(_9) whether it is & fact that the strength of the local police hasre-

cently been increased beeause of the fact that of late the

" number of deserters and shsconders belonging to the adjacent

.. village of Chiri bas very much increased and that the burden

of increased tax consequent upon the above-mentioned reason

hes been thrown upon the people of vxllage Chand; ; 1f 89, the
Téasons therefor ? - A

' Pu'hammury Secrotary (Shalklh Paiz Hulmmmad} (a) lst April,
1989, The post inoludes village Chiri also.
&) ) Sevanty—ﬁve
~.(#%) Ninety-seven. .
(¢) Twenty.
() (%) Sixtean. Four under section 457, three under sactmn-; 215]411
wohe under sections 430/879, two undsr sestion §92, one under section 216
of the Indian Panal Code, one unaer soctnon 19 &rms Act 1878 and four
under soction: 109 Criminal Procedure - Codm . .

(#t) Convictions nine. '

" {e) Sixtean. (Fwe under. seetions 392/394 six ander section 457, two
under section 877, 'two under section 411, and one under section 215 of the
Tudian Penal Cocle) Twenty soven persons were challaned, of whom four
wore convicted and 23 either discharged or acqmtted

(f) 1989:..0.

©1940...1,
1941...1.

(9) Four in 1939 ; two oases were mvastxg%ed by Sub-Inspectors of
Police, of which one was cancelled and the other remainsd untraced ; one
by an Agsistant SBub-Ingpector, which was challaned but acqu:tted one
by a Head Constable which ended in conviction.,

Three in 1940 ; one was investigated by an ASalSt&llt Sub- -Ingpoo-
tor and the remammg two by Head Constables, but all the ¢asas remainaa
antraced.

“None in 1941.

(&) (3) Absconders. Seven in 1939, one in 1940 and none in 1941.
.glllhava been sxrested, six by the Addltmnal Police and two by the Mehm
olice

{#t) Deserters. None in 1932, 5 in 1940 and 8 in 1941. One bas been
-ﬁrrested by the Additional Police and the remainder are still at large.

(¢} Bharat Chand Khan . 02
Bharat Shatab Khan e e 4

() No. Bot.h the villages have a similar record of cr1m1nahty, and
fhe strength of the additional police post had to be increased in order to
‘make it more effective. The wpportionment of the cost of the post was
made sccording to the respective means of the inhabitants of both the
willages.

-,
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Ppucariox DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES AND ANTI-ILLITERACY OAMPAIGN.

*7818. Chaudhyi Sumer Singh: Will the Honourable Minister of
Edueation be pleased to state the names’ of all the Government employees
in the Panjab Bducation Department, distriot-wise, who bave rendered
méritorious services in the anti-illitéracy cenipaign from the time it wae
dtarted and the steps, i any, taken by Goverhment to encoarage such work-
ers’? ' L

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye :- Almost all Government em-
ployees serving in the Fducation Department have done and are doing
their best to eradicate illitersey from the provinee and my ‘grateful thanks
arg due to them for their praiseworthy efforts. Government has al-
ready recognized and appreciated the good services rendered in this cause-
and will eontinue to do so, but it is not feasible to colleot and pablish
names ab this stage. o

o RE-INSTATEMENT OF Dnanxvﬁn‘fﬁ;cnmsi' :

+7821. Chaudbri Muhammbad: Abdul Reliman Khan: Will. the
Honourable Minister of Education be pleased to state— _

.. .- {&) the number of degraded teachers in the Muzaffargarh district

who have been re-instated in their posts during Dewsn Dharam:
Chand’s tenure as District Inspector of Schools, Muzaffargarb.

(b) the number of Muslims and Hindus, separately among these
re-instated teachers ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : I am sfraid I am unable to-
answer this question on the floor of the house as it savours of commun-
slism,

REesixv,

*7795. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable
Minister of Development be pleased to state— _

- {a) whether the resin faetory at Jallo in the Lishore district is a Gov-
ernment owned concern or a private limited concern and if
it is a private concern, whether Government holds any shares.
init; _ _

(&) whether it is a fact that co-sharers or owners of pine trees in
Hoshiarpur and Kangra districts are forced by the Govern-
ment to sell resin to the Jallo Resin Factory ; if so, the grounds
therefor and the suthority on which they are so compelled ;

{¢) whether it is a fact that the rates abt which such co-sharers or
owners are asked to sell resin to the Jallo Faetory are con-
siderably lower than the market rates ; if so, why ;

(@) whether it is & fact that Government granis contracts for tapping
resin in certain areas owned by Government on the express
condition that the resin so tapped shall only be zold to the
Jallo Factory ; if so, the reasons therefor ;



'/ STAFEBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 15

(¢} whether 'hie is wware that the Jallo Factory does not absorb al}
fie resin which it buys and:thas: it felly the ‘srplus redin to
some factories at Bereilly at sbout double the pri¢e thereby
making huge profits on such tramsactions ;3 - © ¢

(fy whether he is aware that there is a concern knoﬁn as the Laksh-

mi Turpentine Fdctory at Hoshiaspar: &

(g} whether he is also aware that the said factory suffers from lack of
" resin on aceount of the fact that all the resin has compulsorily
t0 be supplied to-the Jallo Factory ;

(W) ‘whether: it.is- & fact- that-representations - have been made to-
‘ Government in this behalf ; if so, the action taken so far on
them 2 - -

The' Honourable Sardar Dasaundha Singh ; (3} The Jallo Resin.
Factory is pxelusively owned by Government. .

(¥) No one is forced to sell Fesin to the Jallo Facfory,

(6y Pirst part.—No. a

~+ Second part.—Does not arige. ; _

(d) No. The tapping of resin in areas owned by Government is dons.
departmentally. - -

{¢) First part.—Yes,

- Secondport—No,
- () Yes. . . .

{9) Governmsnt” have no knowledge of the affairs of the Lakhghmi
Turpenting Factory at Hoshisrpur: in any case, -however, no resin from
any source is supplied to the Jalle Resin Factory under cempulsion.

(h) First part.~=Giovernment are not aware of any such representa-
tions.

Second part—Does not arise. _ .
. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das : I should like to know if it is & fact
that the Jallo Resin Factory has been buying resin at 8 to 4 Tapess per-
maund frow the zamindars of that ilaga 2
Minister : I would like to have notice.

Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das : May I further ask the Honourable
Minister to lot me know whether the Jallo Resin Factory is selling its sur- -
plus resio at 8 to 9 rapees per maund 2 - .

Minister ;: I would like to have notice.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : May I know from the Honourable
Minjster whether any instructions were issued by the Officar-in-charge of
the Forest Department to the local people that they shonld sell the
resin to the Jallo Factory ¢ : :

Minister : I would like to bave notice. So far as I am awsre no .

such instructions are issued but ¥ would siill like to bave notics to be
more definite, ) "
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VETERINARY ABSISTANTS AND SURGEONS.

*7317. Chaudlln Sumer Singh ; Will the Honourable Minister of
Development be pleased to state the mamber of Veterinary Assistants and
W¥eterinary Surgeons in the Ambala Division deputed in its districts, eom-
wunity-wise, and the number of Jats among such officers ?

The Honourable Sardar Dasaundha Smgll The required inform-
&tlon is gwen below-

NUMBBE Q¥ VEEEEINARY ASSISTANTS AND
VETIEINARY SURGBONS COMMUNITY-WIAE,
. : . Number of
"Name of diatrict. " T _ Jata among
L ) . . them,
Muelims. Hindus, Sikhs.
oy
1. Ambala - 1 - a8 -
2. Eamal - 4 3 4 -
3. Simle . . o2 2 .
L Boht‘k e g . Z. L. 11 3 2
.5, Hissar . é 6 3 )
8. Gnrsaon - 2 10 1 1
Total e 17 32 i 22 4
[¥ - 4
Graxp Toral, .. |- 7l . -

Ra: Bahadur Lala Gopal Das : Mr, Speaker, the Government have
established a eonvention that they are not to answer any questions of
this nature on the floor of the Honge. May I know the reason why they
are departing from that eonvention ?

Minister : I am sorry, I will not give apy further information on
4the point.

An Honourable member : Wherever thev like, they can do it.

BECOMMENDATIONS OF UNEMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE.

*7819. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable
Minister of Finance be pleased to state—

(a) whether it iz a fact that most of the recommendations of the
Unemployment Committes remain unimplemented so far
and whether, as it ig evident from the staternent laid on the
table of the House in reply to question No. 77212, only few
minor recommendations have so far been carried out ;

IWorking st the Government-Cattle Farm, -
Wolame XVII, page 424,
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(b) whether Government have considered the remaining recom-
mendations of the Committes ; if so, with what result

The Honoursble Sir Manohar Lal : BEvery possible step has been

ond is being taken to implement tha recommendations of the Ponjab Un-

omployment Committee.. Two statements -showing the =rtion faken on.
soms mot¢ recommendations of the Comuittee are lsid on the table.

Recommendations of the Punjab Unemployment Committee which have
beén or are being tmplemented. '

Recommendption No. 8.—Tubewell irrigation in colonies—Experimental tube-wells have
been sunk in the Lahere and Gurdsapur districts, The reaulte are boing watehed. Due to
eerious difficultics in getiing the plant and machinery from abroad on aceount of war, it is not
possible to undertake tnhe.well schemes at-a lirge soale at present, - - _

Recommendation No, 20.—Promotion of sheep hreeding.—More sheop breeding units have
been and are being established in different parta of the Province, It is proposed 0 extend the
scheme further during the next finansial year by establishing 74 more sheep unita in the various
parts of the Provimce, : -

(%) A acheme for the establishment of a laboratory for wool analysis work st the Govern.
ment Cattle Farm is under consideration. :

(#%) The velerinary Department will take up . l;ery shortly pure Angose goas breedin
operations in the upper Kulu Valley. An Angora goxt croas breeding station has been establish%
ed at the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar.

(f2) A scheme for the establishment of a Research Staticn for the Lohani breed of eattle
in the Kangra District will be started very ahortly,

Recommendation. No, 21— Iniengive campaign of “Beélier cattle” propagende—TUnder the
Special Development programme 15 refrigergtors for the cold atorage of goat tissue virgs
vaccine have been purchssed and losated at headquarters of Veterinary Hms@ita.la. Five mora
will bo purchased during the current financial year, Thoae will enshie the Vetetinary Depart.
ment to keop a ready stock of the vaocine for issue to distriet stalf as soon as it is required for
immunising cattle againat rinderpest.

(#) Cattle shows are organized to create s very heaithy spirit of competition ‘amongat.
the breeders, which is very essential and belpfa] in the imprevement of sattle medmg induatzry.

(#1) A special scheme for the improvement of eattle breeding is in force in the .
District. Under it selected animals are kept on smbsidy., Six Stock Assistants have been
employed this year in this district for the castration of inferior male stock. - '

() Under the various schemes, 62 Sock Assiatants, excluding the six mentioned in para.
graph (i) above have been employed to angment the work Lof the Veterinary Assistants,
regarding the climination of theli)n rior male stock by cestrations, and inocenistions and vag.
cinations against contagious cattle diseases, .

RBecommendation No. 27, —Appointment of special Horticultural Assistants.— An Agrioul.
tural Assistont with special horticultural training has been attached to eaoh Deputy Director-
of Agricultnre and put in charge of the horticultural work of the Agricultura) Cirgle,

. Recommendation No, 32.—Extra allowance of water for irvigation fo fruit gardens—An extra
supply of water has been sanotioned for 1,400 acres in. addition to 5,290 acres whichk were
already in receipt of extra supplies hefore, Applications for extra supply of suother 3,208.
acres of garden area are under scratiny. Under the roles framed by the Irrigation Branch
the conceasion of double supply will admit of being extended approzimately t0 1 lakh sores in
the various canals in the Province,

Recommendation No. 38.—Regulaﬁbﬁ of Weights and Measures ~The Punjab Weights
Meaaures ‘Aot has sinee been passed and is likely $0 be enforead shortly, ! cights and

Recommendations of the Punjab Unemployment Comitivitice which
will be implemenied after the Schedule of New Ezpenditure
or the year 1942-48 has been passed.
Recommendation No. 11.—Provide one Agriculiural Assistant and to Mukaddoms ;
Pahsil to do demmmmizu ond pz;;ag;nda work.—In order to complete the quota of 1;: ;?:

matent Distriet Work Agriculturs! Assistants a proposal to employ 30 tem distri.
bution posts on & permanent footing hae been tncluded in the Sohedule of New m&m
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or 1942.43. As regards the Mukaddams, the permanent strength of which ia 168, it haa been
.decided to include 71 posts in the Schedule of New Expenditure for 1042-43,

R No. 17T.—Measures o encowrage bee-keeping, sericuliure and  pouliry
farming.—It has been decided to include in the Sohedule of New Expenditare for 1942-43, the
iture for the continuation of the Poultry Farm, Gurdaspur, for a farther period of B years
'fron 186 March, 1942, with o gazetied Pouliry Officer t0 gnpervise the work,

Resommendation No. 20.—Prometion of sheep breeding.—In order to promote the sheep

breeding in the various parts of the province, a further sum of Rs, 42,310 has been included in
-the budget eatimates for the catablishment of 74 more sheep units.

(i) A sum of Ba. 1400 for the development of shesp breeding in the Eangra Districk
“has been included in the budget estimates for the financial year 1842-43.

(i4i) A further sum of Rs. 2,800 haa been included in budget estimates for giving demonstra-
-tion to the zamindars and sheep breeders in the improved methods of shearing of sheep.

Resommendation No, 21, —Inlensive compaign of “better calfie” propagenda,—n order to
.creste a healthy spitit of competition & Jump sum amount has been ineluded in the budgst
~estimates for the financial year 1942-43.

Recommendation No, 80, —('o-operative marketing and eredit facilities.—A proposal to creats
.8 special eadre of managera for Co-operative Commission Shops is under consideration for
ijnclusion in the Schedule of New Expenditure for 1942-43. Besidea this another proposal to
provide staff for promoting snd mensging two sales aooiebies st selected osntres as an experi-
‘ment, has been inoluded in the schedule of Now Expenditure.

Recommendation No. 39—Co-operalive marketing and credit facilities—Steps have heen
-taken to improve the chrkhﬁ of Uo-opsrative Commission Shops. Tuge new Commission Shops

have heen organised in the Multan District.

Recommendation in paragraph 43%._-Rural indebtedness and Finance : Co.operative move-
-ment—The recommendations in this paragraph are being implemented continuously so far as
cirpumstances permit and the budget figures of the Department will show that Government
.are financing the movement liberally.

Recommendation No. 18, —Immediate Industrial survey by @ committee of experts with o view
:10 establish lavge scale State Industrics, —The industrial survey of the Province continues to make
.steady progreas,

Recommendation No. 101.—Establishment o Provineial Industriol Muscum at  Lahore.—
Proposal for ths establishment of an Industrial Museam ab Lahore has been approved. i

Recommendations Nos. 112 and 113—Legislation to sectre proper hours of work in shope,
private offices, ete.—Liegislaiion to secure ¢ Jortnight's leave on full pay during & full working year
1to employees i privade offices, etc—The Punjab Trade Eraployees Act will shortly be extended to

aaveral other places in the Provinee.
The following activities of the Medical Depattment wWhich have helped t0 remove unem-

-ployment are worth mentioning :—

() Druring the year sn increasing mumbar of gradustes and loentiates have been em-

' ployed in the Military department.

{b) More subsidized dispensaries for men and women sre being opened.

{€) More women sub-assistant surgeons are being enrolled.

(d) A scheme for employment of trainad dais is under consideration.

{g) New tuberculosia dispenssries ae being opened for giving more emplayment te

doctora.

ctors are being appointed to the Mayo HBospital, Lahore, and other
in district headquarbers.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

—

) Honorary do
hogpitals

144142 Caneelled.

-
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INTRRFERENCE WITH CENSUS ENTRIES BY TAHSILDAR, PHILLAUR.

1443. Malik Barkat Ali: Will the Honourable Minister for Educa-
w#ion be pleased to stato—

(&) whether his attention has been drawn to the interferance with
census entries on the part of Tahsildar, Phillaur ;

(b) whether it is a fact that the Tehsildar, Phillaur, addressed & come
munication on the 28th of February, 1941, to the President
of the Municipal Committee, Phillaur, to the effect that in
column No. 18 Urdu should not be entered and that Punjabi
should be entered as the mother tongue, and that in column
No. 2 'Jat’ {easte) only should be entered and not ‘Musalman’.

© (¢) whether any action has been taken against the said Tahsildar
for this unwarranted interferemce with census work and, if

no action has been taken, the reason why no action has been
taken ;

(d) whether it is a fact that the said Tahsildar has struck off with
hig own hands the entries of Urdu and Musalman made in
the cengus forms and substituted them by the words Punjabi
and caste, whatever it was in any particular cage ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : (1) No.

(b) The lotter written by the Tabsildar, Phillaur, to the Prasident,
“Municipal Committes, Phillavr, was to the effect that “ religion ” should
not be shown in ¢olumn 8 of the enumeration statement which was meant
for details connhected with race, nationality and caste and that in column
18 the mother tongne of the parson concerned should be given.

(¢) No. The Tahsildar correctly issued this letter in exercise of the
_powere conferred on him by paragraph 86 of the Code of Census Procedure.

{d) Yes. When it was brought te the notice of the Tahsildar that in
-the ¢ase of a few illiterate Muslims Urdu had been entered as their mother
tongue he changed it to Punjabes.

Fas¥ oF GaveE Reapens (Paneal Nawis).

1444. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan: Will the

-Honourable Minister of Revenue be pleased to state—

{a) whether it is a fact that the maximum pay of a Gauge Reader
(Pansal Nawis) in the Irrigation Department is Bs. 15 per
mensem, the fixation of which is left to the discretion of the
Superintending Engineers, as communicated to the General
Secretary, Gauge Readers’ Association, Lahore, by the
Jecretary to Government, Public Works Department,

Trrigation Branch, in his letter No, 4296-97-Est.-C., dated the
10th Mareh, 1938 ;

(b) whether it is also a fact that none of the Gauge Readers in the
Majitha Division of the Upper Bari Doab Canal Cirele have
80 far been given the maximum pay of Rs. 15 per mensem,

even though some of them are on the eve of retirement ; if
80, the reasons therefor ;
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(Cb. Muhammsad Abpdunl Rabman Khan).
(¢) whether he will be pleased to state the number of the Gauge-
" Readers in the said Division and the years of service each.
one of them has so far put in with the monthly salary each.
one of ther is at present getting ¢

The Honourable Chaudbri Sir Chhotu Ram : (@) Yes.

(b} Yes. It has not been necessary. but the question of refixation of~
pay is' now under consideration.

(¢) The requisite informatjon is as under :—

Length ’
Herial ‘Name, ) of Present pay,
No. service,
Bs. & B,
1 | Ghulam Rasul .. oo | 27 years . 13 8 n
2 | Abdul Ghafoor . .. | 20 ” . 12 B 0
3 | Karam Bux . .. |21 ” . 1z & 0
4 | Bandhi Shak .| 26 » .. 12 8 0
5 | Chuni Lal .. a1 22 » . 12 8 0O
6 | Muhammad Sharif - . 124 »”» . 12 0 0
7 | Sita Ram 1 yesr 12 0 0
$ | Nawab Din 2 months . 12 0 o
9 | Mubsmmsad Sharif . . 2 yewrs . 12 0 ¢
10 | Raghber Singh 1} B . 12 0 0
11 | Mubammad Sharif 12 » . 12 0 @
12 | Barkat Hassan . A 1 ” . 12 8 O
13 | Muhammad Bux .| 0 ” . 12 8 0
14 | Chayjju Ram 1% » . iz 3 ¢
. 15 | Ran Bingh . ee | 30 » - 14 0 ¢
18 | Abdul Bazaq 1 month . 200

OF BOHOOLS.

1445. Chaudhri Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state the total number of Deputy Inspectors of
Schools in the Province and the number of Hindn statutory agriculturists
among them ?

DEerury INsPECTORSE
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The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: There are fen posts of Assis-
tant to Inspectors of Scheols. Of these two posts are held by Hindus and
both of them are non-agriculturists.

LI1cnOES FOR BALE OF BEEF, LupBIava,

1446. Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang: Will the Honourable
Promier be pleased to staté—

(a) whether it is a fact that the Deputy Commissionsr, Ludhiana,
has recently issned a Jarge number of new licences for the
sale of beefin the town of Ludhiana, if so, the reasons therefor ;

(b) whether he will be pleased to lay on the table the order of the
Deputy Commissioner, Ludbiana, datea the 24th October,
1922, eoncerning the sale of beef in the town of Ludhiana ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (¢) The ques-
tion of superintending the- sale of heef in Ludhiana has been under con-
sideration singe 1984, when the Municipal Medical Officer of Health report-
-od that wost of the existing beef shops were of insanitayy type. Prolonged
-correspondence tock place about the authority which should control such
shops, and the terms and conditions under which such control should be
-exorcizsed. The Municipal Committee eventually resolved not to adopt
any by-laws on the subject, and the Deputy Comanissioner decided to take
wetion under the rules framed under the Panjab Laws Act. Notices were
issued to the beef sellers requiring them to apply for licences and in response
79 applications were received. An BExtra Assistant Comnmissioner was
appointed for reporting on these applications alter comsidering the suit-
ability of the losality concerned and the right of each person on the basis
of the period for which he had been carrymg on hiz business. The Extra
Assistant Commissioner visited all the sites m the ¢ompany of the Presi-
‘dent of the Municipal Committes and made his report. The Deputy Com-
missioner issued licences with effect from the 1st of July, 1941, in respect
-of 46 premises, which were the only premises reported to be fit for the grant
-of a liconce, No fresh licence has beun issued since July, 1941, in spite of
the fact that the sellers who were refused licence made representations on
the ground that the sale of besf is the only calling which they are compe-
‘tent to practise. There have, therofore, been no new licences nor any in-
-oresse in the number of sellers of beef.

(8} No sucl order is traceable.

Lapy DOCTOR, MozZaNg DISPENSARY.

1447, Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan: Will the
‘Honourable Minister of Public Works be pleaged to state—

(6) community-wise the names of the lady doctors posted to Mozang
{Lahore) dispensary during the last 10 years and the period
for which each of them remained posted there ; .

(b) the date on which the present lady doctor was posted to Mozang
digpensary ; '

{¢} the number of female out-door patients treated separately in the
male and female departments of that dispensary since the
present lady doctor took over charge of the dispensary ;
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(Ch. Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khap). -

{d) whether the unpopularity of the present lady doctor for her care-
lessness and rude treatment to patients has ever come to the
notice of the Honourable Minister ; if so, the action he has
taken or intends to take to redress the grisvances of the publie
of Mozang in this respect ?

The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat Tiwana : (¢), (%) and (c). A
statement is lsid on the table.

d) Government did not receive any complaint against the lady dosctor-
The Civil Surgeon, Lahore, however, received a few complaints but on
enquiry they were found to be baseless.

Statement.
(@)
Name. Community. Period.

Dr. Mra, E, V. Singha .+ { Christisn +« | From lst January, 1631, to-
Februsry, 1932,

Dr. Taj Mahal Begum .. | Muslim «. | From March, 1932, to l5th-
August, 1932,

Iir. Miza Shanti Devi Dhawan, | Hindu .« | From 16th Auguest, 1932, to

LBMF, date.

(b) 16th August, 1982,
(¢) 1. Number of female out-door patrenis treated at the Mozang Women
Dispensary from 16th August, 1932 1o 31st December, 1940.

Yenr, Now oases, 0ld and new cases,
18th August, 1932, to 31st, Devember, 7,528 14,779
19;232. . .. 13,026 31,398
1934 . . 16,634 38,375
1936 . . 17,706 38,606
1936 .. .. 10,743 41,001
1937 . - .o 21,878 46,675
1938 .o . 22,042 50,784
1939 . - 23,8568 54,769
1940 . . 16,415 47,721

Reduction iz number of patients m 3840 iv duv 20 the devy of one pice for a new out-door-
ticket.
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2. Number of female out-door puitents treated ot the Mozang Male
dispensary from 1932 to 1940.

Yeur. Nﬁmfm Number of old patients,
1932 o . . 4,265 1,346
1033 . . . 4,861 11,680
193¢ . . 4,791 11,316
1935 . v - 4,668 10,960
1938 . . .. 5,126 10,642
1837 . . .- 2,975 5,840
1933 o . " 3,965 8,451
1939 .. .. .- 5,078 14,976
1940 . . . 4,1€0 18,386

MuRDERING oF MusLiMg IN THE Il1ssar DisTRICT.

1448. Khan Sahib Chauvhdri Sahib Dad Khan : Will the Hononr-
able Minister for Public Works be pleased to state—

(a) how many Muslims have been murdered in the Hissar disirict
gince 18t June, 1938, and how many cases have been regis-
tered by the police ;

() how many of these cases have been challaned with the result in
each case ;

(¢) how many appeals under section 417, Criminal Procedure Code-
in the above cases have been filed ; if none, the reagons for the
same ?

The Honourable Malik|Khizar Hayat Tiwana: (a) 58, Muslims
were murdered in the Hissar distriet from 1st June, 1938, up to date and
49 cages were ragistered by the Police in conneciion therewith.

(b) 40 of these cases were challaned with the following results :—

Convicted . . .. 7
Acquitted or discharged . .o 17
Pending in court .. - . 12
Withdrawn .. - . 4

(¢) Two of the acquitted cases were originally convicted in the Ses-
sions Court but were acquitted on appesl by the High Court. An appeal
was submitted in one of the remaining 15 cases.
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Appeals were not made in the remaining 14 ¢ases for the following
Teasons i—
Number of cases.

{1) Witneszes resiled from their statements 5
{2) Right of seli-defonce was held to have

been exercised by the acoused .. 2
(3) Innoecsht persons were involved by wit-

1easos .. 2
(4) Withesses made dm{}repant statemants 3

(5) No direct evidence— circumstantial evi-

dence gonsideres insufficient . ' 1
(6} Identification of accused held to he
doubtiul . .. 1

PUNITIVE POLTCE PoSTS IN LuDHIANA AND FEROZEPORE DISTRICTS.

1449. Sardar Lal Singh : With reference to the answer to my starred
question No. 72262 agked on 5th December, 1940, will the Honourable
Minister for Public Works be pleased to state the total monthly salary of the
Assistant Sub-Inspector, the Head Constable and each of the constables
placed on duty in the villages of Chima and Channanwal from 1st Feb-

ruary, 1940, to 2nd October, 1940 ?

The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat Tiwana :

statement gives the required information.

The attached

Statement showing the tolal monthly salary of the Assistant Sub-
Inspector, the Head Constable and each of the Foot Con-
stables of Chima and Chananwal from 1st February,
19407 0 9nd October, 1940.

Assistant Head Con. Foot Con-
_ Sub-Ins- stable - stables., (S. G,
pector (one). {one). 3, T.8 10,
Rs A, F Rz A F. Ra, 4, P,
February, 1840 . .- e &b 0 0 30 0 0 230 0 O
March, 19 0 .. . . 446 0 0 3 0 0 230 0 0
April, 1940 .. .. 45 0 0 30 0 0 230 0 0O
ay, 1940 45 0 O 0 00 230 0 0
Jumne, 1940 445 0 90 30 0 0 230 0 O
July, 1940 45 0 ¢ 36 0 0 230 ¢ ¢
August, 1940 45 0 0 30 0 0 230 4 @
Septramber, 1940 . 45 0 0 3 0 0 230 0 0
Oectober, up to 2nd OGtober 1940 214 0O 115 0 2014 ¢
Total 362 14 O 24) 16 1,860 14 ©
Total salsry of Assistant Sub-Inspector =382 14 0
Totsl selary Head Constable . =241 15 0
Total salary Foot Constables .. . =1,560 14 O
Total .. ==2,465 11 O

1Yo} XIV, page 776.
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Kainuncos,

1450. Sardar Ajit Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for
Hevenue be pleased to atate—

(¢} the number at present of Kanungoea, commumty-wme in the
Multan dlst.rlct

{¥) the number of the Sikh Kanungoes among them and that of
agriculturists among the Sikhs

. {¢} whether it iz a fact that the Sikh agncultur:st.s are under-re-
presented-in the cadre ; if so, why ¢ :

The Honourable Chaudhri Slr Chhotu Ram : (¢) 44 : Muslims 28,
Hindus 15, 8ikh 1. ~ -

{6) 1: he iz a non-agriculturist.

{¢) Yes. Instructions regarding communal representation in this
ceadre were issued on the 2Ist October, 1940,  The Sikhs are only 3-4 por
cent of the population in this division and it will take considerable time
for this community to be fully represented in the cadre. -

MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT."

SrxHS 1N THE VIOEROY's ExECUTIVE COUNCIL.

Sardar Lal Singh: I beg to ask for leave to make & motion for the
sdjournment of the business of the House to discuss a definite matter of
urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Punjab Government
10 urge upon the Central Government the necessity of including s Sikh
An the Viceroy’s expanded Executive Counecil and thus allaying the bitter
feeling among the Sikhs.

. Mr. Speaker : What I wish to know iz, how the responsibility of
‘the Punjab Government is involved.

Sardar Lal Singh: The minority community in the Punjab has a
‘right to expect- from the Punjab Government to safeguard its due rights,
whatever they may be, in the Central Government, and if the Punjab Gov-
-ernment fails to carry oul those duties, I think it is respomsible to the
House. It is the responsibility of the Punjab Government to safeguard
the interests of the Sikhs wherever they may be—here or outside.

Khan Bahadur Mian Mushtaq Ahmed Gurmani : Evea in Canada?

Sardar Lal Singh : Canada is another Govermment. If the Honour-
able Prewijer is prepared to get up and say that the Honourable Ministers
‘had no hand in the matter and that they did not go to the length of putting’
their resignations in the hands of the Governor on this issue, then I think
that the question will be settled.

Premer s I think that the suggestion which my honourable “friend
‘hes made is irrelevant. Apparently he does not read newspapers. A con-
troversy was ratsed in the press and not only I but my colleagues denied that
-there was sny question of recommending any individual or any comnrnity;
‘we only pressed for representation for the Punjab. The sppointment of
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Executive Councillors is not our concern, but if we had been asked, I can
say for myself that I would have been the first to suggest that a suitable
8ikh might be appointed. (Cheers.)

Sardar Lal Singh: The Honourable Premier is trying to make
out that be was not at all aware of the fact that there was a feeling that a
8ikh was to be appointed and he must be appointed.

Premier : I am afraid my honourable friend has failed to appreciate
that there was no question of any individual being appointed. I fear to-
morrow my honourable iriend might impeach me on the ground that a
8ikh was not appointed Viceroy and that I had not recommended a Bikh.
It is the business of the Home Government and His Majesty the King.

Sardar Lal Singh: Does the Honourable Premier admit that be-
had ro hand in the appointment ?

Premier + No, I have no voice in the selestion of individual members
of the Executive Council.

Mr. Speaker : The next motion.

Sardar Lal Singh : What is your ruling. Mr. Speaker 2

Mr. Speaker : For an angwer to your guestion please refer to rule 44.

Sardar Lal Singh : For what ressons ?

Mr. Speaker : Ploase refer to the Honourable Premier’s speeci,

ARREST AND DETENTION of SaYED HABEER,

Mian Abdul Aziz : 8ir, I ack for leave to make a motion for the
aajournment of the business of the House to discuss a definite maiter of
urgeut public importance, namely, the arrest and detontion of Sayed Habaeh-
on 2nd August, 1941, under the Defence of Indiz Act.

Mr. Speaker : Was Sayed Habeeb arrested under the orders of the-
provincial or the Central Government ?

Mian Abdul Aziz : He was arrested undev tne orders of the provineial
Governmert, I think,

Premier: No, he was not arrested under tbe orders of the provineial
Government,

Mian Abdul Aziz: Was the Punjab Government consulted ?
Mr. Speaker : The next motion.

Puritivk Porice TaXx on MUSLIM RESIDENTE oF LAHORE.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Sir, I ask for leave to make # motion for the
adjournment of the business of the House to discuss a definite matter of
urgent public importance, namely, the imposition of a punitive police tax
on the Muslim residents of Lahore Gity.

Myr. Speaker: May I know when this tax was imposed ?
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Mian Abdul Aziz: Notices were received only during the praroga-:
tion of the last Assembly gession, that is. I might inform you that notices
were received during October and the beginning of November.

Mr. Speaker : Will the Honourable Minister of Public Works: please-
state the facts?

Minister for Public Works ;: I have got the notification with me.
The imposition of the punitive police tax took place on the 11th June, 1940,.
and there has been the antumm session and the whola of the budget session.
of 1941 after the issue of that notification.

Mr. Speaker : Was the tax imposed for one year ?
Minister ; Yos, it was levied for a period of one year.

Mr. Speaker : And the notification has not appeared again ?

Minister : No, Sir. Notification was for one year. So the matter.
is neither recent nor urgent.

Mian Abdul Aziz (Urdu): Sir, the potification provides that the-
punitive tax will be imposed on the city alone. But it was not clear from
the notification as to what would be the amount or proportion of the tax
and on whom it would be imposed and who would be exempted and so on..
Then this notice was received by the public of Lehore somewhere at the end
of October and the beginning of November lost. For the present,as far as
I am informed, these notices have yet been issued on those on whom.
Rs. 100 or upwsrd has been imposed, this imposition of tax was limited
at first on the city residents alone. But now according fo the notices even
the residents of suburbs of Lahore have not been spared so far, so that
both owners and tenants have received notices of this nagty tax. I, therefore,
consider this matter of vital importance and it calls for an immediate dis-
enssion at the hands of the honourable members of the House.

Mr. Speaker : The honourablse member and his colleagues might
have given notice of ordinary resolutions, The subject is so important
that it cannot be sufficiently and properly discussed by an adjowrnment
motion.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Wao beg to draw the attention of the Governrment.
by discussing various points and we want to bring them to their notice.

Mr. Speaker : The next annual budget is coming in a few weeks.

Mian Abdul Aziz ;: That may be entirely a different thing. I may
submit that the public did not know anything about it. There is no doubt
that the notification did appear. I have read that notification. But at
the same time, as & congequence of that notice, the tax iz being enforced
nﬁuwadays when there was no session and about that I want to say some--
thing.

Mr. Speaker : The honourable member is & learned lawyer. In
my opinion there is no case of urgency. The matter can be discussed under:
an ordinary resolution or during the budget session.
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Mian Abdut Aziz : Notices are now being served.
Myr. Speaker : What action was taken ?
Mian Abdul Aziz: We did all that was necessary. Now the tax

is going to be realisad.

ACTION TAKEN ON RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE
ABSEMBLY.

The:_ Secretary : A statement showingﬁact-ion taken by the. Govern-

‘ment on resolutions passed by the Punjab Legislative Assembly sinee
‘Ostober 1940 is laid on the table,

Statement showing action taken by Govermment on resolutions passed by the
Pungjab Legislative Assembly since October, 1940,

Volume No. and

Berful { Terms of resolutions passed. pages of Legislative Action taken.
Ne. Asserably Debates.

1 | This Assembly recommends to tho { Volume XIV (2lst | Lists of tenants deserv-
Governtment that poor tenants | November, 1940), 1 ing the concession are
of Attoel and other districts who | pages 219—221 and | under preparation.
have been rendered homeless or | (28th, November,

landless by the acquisition of the
lands that they cultivated for
catbonments or other military
purposes, be provided with lands
in colony areas on conditions on
which the Government has hithet-
to been granting lands to poor
peasants in the Punjab,

19490), pagee 480—
489,

2 } This Assembly recommends to the | Volume XIV (28th | The question of the
Government to rajse whenever | November, 1440), | inclusion of certain
necessary and desirable adequate ages  490—01] and | sfate-vwned indus-
loana for atarting wholly or part- | (16th December, 1940}, | ftries in the Schedule
ly state-owned and state manag- |  pages 12341238, of new Expenditure

* ed industries in the provinee, for ihe year 1942-43
is under the cons
gideration of Govern-
ment.

3 | This Assembly recommends #o the | Volame XIV (16th | Copy forwarded to
Government to urge upcon the | December, 1940), | the  Government of
Government of India, the vital | pages 12371281, India, Defence

importance of recruiting codets
both for ordinary and emer-
genay commissions, from different
classea, in the same Proportion
in which they are represented
in the ranka of His Majeety's
Indian Defence Forves.

Department, with the
remark  that  the
Punjah  Government:
are in full sympathy
with the principle
underlying the re-
solation,
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Statement showing action taken by Government on resolutions passed by the

Punjeb Legislative Assembly since October, 1940.—continued.

Volume No. and

Serial Terms of esclutions paased' es of Legislative Acfion, taken. R
Ne, ' - P?‘A;sambly bates. :
H
. 4 | This Assembiy recommends to the | . Volume XIV (23rd | The construction of

G | This Assemmbiy recommends to the| Volume XV (23rd { A copy of the resola-
Governmean: to upon the | January, 1941), pages | $ion wasg-
Government of Indis the urgent | 178157, forwarded to  the
need of itmposing & heavy import Government of India..
duty on foreign cotton, The Punjab Govern.

ment  strongly  sup-
ported the recommenda-.
tion of the Assembly.,
The Government of
. India have intimated
- that the contents had
besn noted.
€ | This Assembly recommends to the | Volume XV  (23rd | It has been decided

Government thet bunds shonld
be construoted in as many hill
ttacts.sa possible to store rain-
water for $he purpose of imriga-
tion.

Govérnment to undertake legis-
lation which will promote labour
welfars without adding to the
divect finsmcial commitmenta
of the siate.

January, 1841), pages
187—175. . .

Jani ., 1941}, o8
) lS'?m& pag

TegeTvoire -to  store
water for irrigation.
purposes  has - long:
been under examing-
tion by the Publio
Works  Department,
Irrigation Branch,
The tWo most import..
ant schemes of this
nature are the
Bhakra Dam and s
Dam1 on the Bena..
These two achemes.
are under investi-
ﬁ:tion, but  ecannot

with
until the  settle.
ment of the - Sind
Panjab Dispute now
being  argued before-
a Commi sion, Not
until  this  dispute
is sctiled, will
the Punjab know what
atorages it is entitl.
ed to cohstret,
The investigation of
other similar schemes
is  under considers.
tion.

that to start with a
bill on the lines of
the Bengal legisla-’
tion Fidi
maternity Pmben?ﬁﬁ
b femnale workers
n factories be
drawn  up, Director
of Industries  ia
drafting a bill,
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:Statement showing action taken by Government on resolutions passed by the
Punjab Leyislative Assembly since Qciober, 1940.—soncluded.

Volume No. and
Barlal Terms of Tesolutions passed. poges of Legislative Action taken.
No. Assembly Debates,

7 | This Assembly recemmends to the | Volume XV (23rd | The proposal regard-
Government that s provineial ;| November, 1841}, pages{ ing the inclusion
mouseum for industrial products | 201—206. of tha scheme for the

ghould be brought into exzistence establishment of an
at once and similar divisional and industrial mnseum in
district musenma should be the scheduls of new
established gradually as funds expenditure for the
permit, year 1942-43 is

under consideration.

‘Thia Wmaﬁon hes been published with Punjab Government notification No. 4225.P. G,
+41J69708, dated the 17th November, 1341, in part 1 of the Goversment Gazelte, Punjab.

ACTION TAKEN ON CUTS IN THE ESTIMATES.

The Secretary: There being no cuts made either in original or in
supplementary estimates presented to the Punjab Legislative Assembly
sinoe Oetober, 1940, no statement is being laid upon the table.

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN.

Mr. Speaker: I have to announce that under Rule 10 (1) of the
Punjab Legislative Assembly Bules, I have nominated the following four
members as mernbers of the Panel of Chairmen :—

1. Khan Bahadar Chaudhri Riasat Ali.

2. Khan Sahib Shaikh Mubammad Amin.
3. Rai Sahib Chandhri Suraj Mal,

4. Tikksa Jagjit Singh Bedi.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE OF MR. DUNI CHAND,

Mr. Speaker : I have t0 read out to the Assembly the following
.application received from Mr. Duni Chand, Member of the Assembly, for
_permission to be absent from the Assembly :—

As required by Rale 33 (1) of the Punjab Legislative Assambly Rulee of Procedurs,

T apply for the the permisaion of the Assembly to abeent myself from the sitti
-of t.lﬂ Assembly during its forthooming sesaion, e

Premier : Has the honourable member stated any reason? If so,
.4hen the Houge would be justified in granting bim permission.

Mr. Speaker : Possibly he gave his reasons in his first application.

Premiex : So thiz is merely an application for extension of leave.
I hopa my honourable friends who have absented themselves hitherto will



LEAVE OF ABEENQE OF MR. 'DUNI OHAND, 31

not apply for further leave. They should follow the example of Pandit
Bhagat Bam Sharma, and look to the interests of their constituents whom
rthay represent.

Mr, Speaker: The question is—
That the permission asked for be granted.
The motion was cerried.

HOURS OF SITTING AND ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS.
Premier: 8ir, I move-— ;

That ou and from Teesday, the 2nd December, 1941, to the end of the session on the
days of meeting than Fridays, the Assembly chall moet at 12 noon of the
clock and the Spesker shall adjourn the Assembly without gquestion pat at
4.30 p. m. on thoes daye, .

Mr. Speaker : Motion moved —

That on and from Tueadsy, the 2nd December, 1941, to the end of the seesion on the
days of meeting other than Fridays, the Assembly shall meet at 12 noon of the
clock and the Speaker shall adjonrn the Assembly withont question put st
4-30 p. m. on thoao days.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Ishould like to say a few words on this motion,

Mr. Speaker : It is only & formsl motion,

Mian Abdul Aziz (Urdu): Sir, no doubt the motion is a formal one,
“but I wish to address a question to the Honcurable Premier in this connee-

“tion and that is whether the Rules of Procedure were made to be honoured
-only in their breach,

Chaudhri Suraj Mal : Only one rule is involved.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Yos and this one rule has been broken over and
-over again. It should either be amended or— '

Minister for Public Worls : It ic more convenient t0 commenes
the sitting at twelve noon.

Mian Abdul Aziz : It may be mors convenient t0 you, but we do not
got & salary of Ras, 8,000 a month as you do. Nor are we hig landlords
like you. Besides attending the meetings of the Assembly we have to earn
-our hvelihood. I, therefore, strongly protest against this procedure and
-oppose the motion under discussion.

Mr. Spealier : .The question is—

That o and from Paesday, the 2nd December, 1941, to the end of the session on the
days of meeting other than Fridays, the Assembly shall meet at 12 noon of the
¢lock and the Speaker shall adjourn the Assombly withcut guestion pat at
4-30 p. m. on those daya,

The motion was corrvied.
Premier: Sir, I move—

That on and from Tueaday, the 2nd December, 1941, the time for taking up an ad -
journment motion, if any, shall be 4-30 p. m. on days that the Assambly mesta
other than Fridays and 7 p, m. on Fridays, and that Bule 45 of the Assombly
Rules be suspended acce rdingly. ’

‘The motion was carried,
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- SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1941-42—13T INSTALMENT.

. Finance Ministex : BSir, I beg to present the Supplementary Esbi-
matey, First Instalment, for the year 1941-42. The demands made therein
are made on the recommendation of His Exeellency the Governor.

COLONISATION OF GOVERNMENT LANDS (PUNJAB AMEND-
MENT) BILL.

Revenue Minister (The Honourable Chaudhwi Sir Chhotu Ram)r
Sir, I beg to introduce the Colonization of Government Lands (Punjab
Amendment) Bill. :

8ir, I beg to move— -

That 'the Colonization of Government Lands (Punjab Amendment) Bill, be taken into-
eonsideration at once.

Tt iz a very innocuous and non-controversial measure. The reasons
- for bringing forward this messure have been stated in the Statement of
Objests and Reasons and I do not think any further speech explanatory
of the objects of this measure is needed. -

The motion was carried. '

Mr. Speaker : The House will now consider the Bill clause by elause.

The question is—

That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.

The motion was carried.

Mr. Speaker : The question is—
That olause 1 stand part of the Bill.
The motion was carried.
Myr. Speaker : The question is—
That the Title be the title of the Bill.
The motion was carried.
Revenue Minister : 8ir, I beg to move—
That the Colonization of Government Loads (Punjab Amendmont) Bill be passed.
The motion was carried,

—_—

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (SALARY AND ALLOWANCES OF
MEMBERS ) BILL.

Premier (The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyai-Khan): 8ir,
I beg to introduce the Punjah Legislative Assembly (Salary and Allowances
of Members) Bill. :

8ir, I move— .
That the Punjab Legislative Assembly (Salary and Allowanoces of Members} Bill be
taken into consideration at once, '
Mr. Speakier : The motion moved is—

That the Punjab Legislative Assembly (Saiary and Allownaces of Members) Bill be
taken into consideration at once.
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Mian Abdu] Aziz (Outer Lahore, Muhammadan, Urban) (Urdu): Sir, .
I rise to oppose this Bill. My opposition is based on principle. My sub-
mijssion is that the Bill in its present form shows that it is intended to pay
to each one of the honourable members of this Assembly, whose number
is more than 160, not otherwise paid, a ealary of Rs, 200 a month (Jnlem?-
tions). 1 know the full strength of the Assembly, but I am excluding the
Honourable Ministers and others who are not going to be affected by this
measiire.

- Mv. Speaker ; The honourable member is going too far, The motion
before the House is that the Bill bs taken into consideration.

‘Mian Abdul Aziz: I beg to submit that I want to oppose the intro- -
duction of this Bill (laughter). . -

Mr. Speaker : But can the introduction of a Bill be opposed ? (Inter-
ruphions). . '

Sardar Santokh Singh: Ii I understood aright, the motion s for
the consideration of the Bill. The honourable member is entitlea to oppose:
it. . .

Mr. Spealer : That is why T allowed him to oppose it.

Sardar Santokh Singh : The introduction stage has long passed.

Mr. Speaker : Ho can move an amendment either for circulation
ot for reference to select committee.

Mian Abdul Aziz: That will be done subssquently ; amendments

have been put in by some honourable mombers. I am opposing the con-
siderat.ign of this Bill. : : A

_ Mr. Speaker: He may do so. At this stage, the princip]e of tha
Bill and its general provisions may be discussed, but the details of the Bill
must not be discussed further than is necessary to explain itg principle.

Mian Abdul Aziz (Urde) Any way the purport of the Bill is that:
overy member will be paid Rs, 200 s month, i.s., Rs. 2,400 a year. Of course:
there is a provision for deduction on aceount of absence, but my submission:
is that our provinee is already overburdened with various expenditures.
In fact T think that the present allowange of Rs, 22-8-0 per diem iz too
much and that it should be either totally abolished or considerably redue-
ed. The reason for the introduction of this Bill appesrs to be that thera
hag been no session of the Assombly during the Iast gix months and, there-
fors, some honourable members of the ministerial party were disgruntled
on acsount of getting nothing whatever during this period. Bo, in order
to pacify these gentlemen it is sought to gwoil their purses by means of this.
Bill. As I have already stated our province is overburdened with expen-
diture and since it is war time we should try to curtsil rather than increass
our expenditure. The Government should, therefore, withdraw this Bill
aud bring forward another measore providing for an allowance of Rs. 5
or Bis. 10 a day, and that t00 only for thoge days when the Assembly is actuale
1y sitting. Nothing else need hs paid.

This Bill was first introdoced

in 1929 and
the Govornment it bad heen and for reasons best known to

shelved for two years. Now in the year 1041
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[ Mian Abdal Aziz ],

when, the term of the Assembly, if it is not extended is about to expu*e
thore iz no reason why this measure should be enacted With these words
I oppose the eonsideration of this Bill.

Chaudhri Sumer Singh (South-East Gurgaon, Géneral, Rural) (Urdu):
8ir, I beg to move :—
That t?:fal;:exgatz i.eime!::lzgmmtn;:ly (Salary aind Allowances of Members) Bill be
I have movad this motion bezause there are so many defests in the Bill
as introduced and the select sommittee will remove them snd present the
Bill in an improvel form. Moreover, there is a long list of amendments
which if discussed in the House will take an inordinately long time. On
the other hand, it the Bill is referred to a select eommittes all theze ax;wnd-
ments will be taken into consideration by the committee, and I am sure
that when the Bill emerges from the selest committes, moat of the amend-
ments will have become unnecessary. Thus mueb valuable time of the
House will be saved and this is another reason why the Bill should be refer-
red to & select commitiee.

Mr. Speaker : Question is—
| That tl::fi:ﬁﬂ) :;eeisclﬂ:; ;zs;r;:bly (Balary and Allowances of Members) Bill be
The motion was carried.
Premier (The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan 3) ;. Sir,
I move— )
That the aelect committee shall consist of the following members :—
8ir William Reberta,
Ehsn Muhammad Yusaf Khan,
dardar Pritam Singh Siddhu,
Mian Abdul Rab,
Chaudhri Sumer Singh, .
Choudhri Muhammad Husain of Gujranwala,
Misn Muhammad Nurailah,
Rai Babadur Lala Gopal Das,
" Khan Bahadar Mian Mushtag Ahmed Gurmani,
The Honourable Minister for Finance, and
the Mover.
And that the quornm shall be five,

The motion was corr ted,

ELECTRICITY (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL.

Minister for Public Works (The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat
‘liwana) : Sir, I present the Report of the Selest Committee on the Punjab
Electricity (Bmergency Powers) B111

I move—

That the Punjah Electricty (Emergency Fowera) Bill as reported by the select committee
be taken into copsideration.

- The motion was carried.



' ELECTRICITY (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL 85

Mr. Speaher : Now the House will proceed to conmder thie Bill clause

by clause
1p.m.

Rai Bahadur Lala Sohan Lal: Sir, T have sent in amendment.s to
the clauses of the Bill but I find that they Have not been circtilated tb hionour-
able members. I, therefore, suggest that the consideration of the Bill be
postponed till to -IOrTOW,

Mian Mllhammad Nurullah On a point of order, sir, I have also
sent 8 number of amendments, but they are not on to-day’s agenda.

Mr. Speaker : When were these amendments sent ?
Mian Muhammad Nurullah: About four days ago.

Sardar Santokh Singh : Sir, I suggest that the consideration of the
Bill be postponed till td-morrow as these amendments are not before us
Now. . :

Minister for Public Works (The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat
Tiwana): It was for the honourable members to have given notice of
amendments in tims.

Mr. Speaker : Most of tho members expected that the Salary Bil
would be taken up and that it would take some time.

Minister ; If it is your wish to accomrnodate the homourable
members opposite, I have no objection ; but I do not want to share the
responsibility for the postponement of the consideration of the Bill involv-
ing the adjournment of the House and costing thousands to the province,
Bo far as I am concerned I am prepared to proceed with the Bill.

Mr. Speaker : As the amendments are not before the House I agree
that the consideration of the Bill may be postponed.

The Assembly then adjourned till 12 noon on Tuesday, 2nd December, 1941,
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APPENDIX.

(AnsweR To STARRED QUEsTION No. 7884, pages 10-11 ante.
The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat Tiwana :—

(@) -
Population (1981 Voting strengik at the
eensus), last general election.
Muslims . 8,742 2,225
Non-Muslims . 9,614 . 2,234
Total . 18356 4,459

(#) The electorate is joint but of the eleven non-official seats, Muslims

have got six and non-Muslims five.
(¢) No ; two Hindus and one Muslim are appointed.
{d) No ; he wag appointed as an official.
(¢) Yes.
(f} Yes ; but this is not & Hindu seat.

{s) No. The present strength of Muslims and non-Muslims on the
Committes is 6 and 5, respectively.

(k) Yes; Government are considering the creation of an aaditional
appointed seat to be reserved for Hindus.
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at 12 noon of the clock. As--
there was nio guoriin, the Assembly adjourned for hatf {m Mﬂr ami ﬂ-mmbl-_

¢ STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

SA.TYAGRAHIS
7718, Sardar Moola S;ngh Wl]l the Honourabla Premier be-
plmad to gtate—
(w the names of Sa.]:vagfa.hls m' the- 315'1:::1,]:3»'0l punittisd byt the ‘trial
" courtd with a fine in the present Congress Sq,tyagrahx m.ove-
’ ment. with the amount of ﬁne in each cage ;
(b) ho‘w mneb of the fine so imposed has sp far been l:ea.hsed q,nd the?
- ‘rnanner in which it has been reslised ?
The Honourable Major.Sir Siliander: Hyit-lihur& ﬂﬂ:aﬁiount
of time and trouble involved to collect this mformatml? WLJI not. be gom-
monsm-ate mth the object to be achmved

o STLI A BABU GURBLKHE}H Srvea.
*7717 Sardg;' Moola Smgh Wﬂl the Honourable Premier be-
pleased to state—

(a) whether 1t is & fact that Babu' Gu:b&khsh Smgh an alleged
. communist of Ma}:ulpur in district Hoshlacrpur has ‘been.
arrested recently; . - . _

(b) if 8o, the exact date of his arrest, the reasons for the game, th&
place where he is detained, the period for which he hes beén
detained and the law.under which he has been detained ;

(c) h1s welght at the time’ of atrest and at present
o (d) ‘the names of newspapers or Joumais supphlad *‘Etr h;i‘in )
g (e} the pames of persuns 80 far allowed. to have an- mtervl.ew wnth

. | T . . . P .}}r---.‘
(f) whether any allowance has been granted o’ the dependents of”
w the gaid- datenu 1f riot, why. not? T

ol
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The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (2) and (b)
Babu Gurbakhsh Singb was arrésted under rile 129 of the Delente of Inaia
Rules, 1989, on the 7th January, 1941, for having acted in & manner pre-
Judieial to the public safety and the efficient prosecution of the war. He
wag prosecuted under rule 39 of the abovementioned rules and is now under-
going 8 gentense of one year's rigorous imprisonment in the District Jail,
Sialkot ;

(¢} 134 lbs. on the Tth January, 1941, 117 ]bs. on the 8th November,
1941.

(@ He is, allowed the same opportumtms for reading newspa.pers as
ather conviets in this Jail, in which six newspapers are available.

(€) He has been allowed several interviews, it.is not in the public interest
to give names of interviewers. . ]

(f) Does niot arise, as he is not a det.enu -

ARREST OF Messrs, Moran Siven, CEAMAN Lay, DALJIT BiINGH AND
: Drr Maxmorin,

*7718. Sardar Moola Singh ; Will the Honourable Premler be
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Messrs. Mohan Singh, Chaman Lal,
Daljit Singh and Dlp Manmohan, students of the various eolleges in Rawal-
pindi, have been recently arrested if 80, the exact dates of the arrest of each
of them, the réasons for their arrest and the offence for which each of them
bas been arrasted 9

- The Honourable Major. Sir Snkmder Hyat-Khan: . .7

First port.—Yes. '

N dme of student,  Duate of arrest.

« Mohan Singh .. )
Chaman Lal t 17th February, 1941,
Daljit Singh .
Dip Manizohan .. 16th February, 1941,

Third part—On the ocoasion of the arrest of Jogindar Lal Jain, a
satyagrahi, on the 14th February, 1941, a crowd, of which they were ident.i-
fied as members, refused to comply with an order to disperse and became
riotous, with the result that in addition to members of the public sixteen

poliee officers received injuries. They were arrested under sections 145/147/f
1492/889/152,1. P. C.

Second part

PAYMENT T0 VERNACULAR PAPERE OF LANORE,

*T791. Mal!h Barkat Ali : Wil! the Honourable Premier be pleased
40 state—

{a) whether it is a fact that Government intends to pay or has already

paid rupees ten thowsand each to some of the vernacular
papers of Lahore ;

{*) if the answer to (@) be in the affirmative, the names of the papers
and the reasons for the payment ?
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. The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: Tha honour;
-able member is referred to the auswers to starred questions Nos. 68731
"T171% and 7818%.

Malik Barkat Ali: May I ask whether the answor to whioh the
Honourable Promier has referred has anything to do with the present
question ? '

Premier : My honourable friend should see the answer and then put
sthe question. '

Mian Mahammad Nuruallah : When e the question referred to
-answered ? i

Premier: I am afraid I have not got the date, but he can aasily
~find out frgm the proceedings of the Assembly. .
Miac Muhammad Nurullah : Wa3 it more than six months ago ?
. Premier : Must have been, The Assombly last met in April.
Mian Muhammad Nurgllaéh: Could not any amount have been
-paid after that ? ¥

Premier : But if my honourable friend will refer to the answer, he
will find the relevancy of thi¥’present answer.

Malik Barkat Ali:~ If the Honourable Prmior has no objeation,
will he kindly read out the answera to whisb he is referring 2 :

.Premicr : T am afraid I have not got tham here.

Malik Barkat Ali: Will the Honourable Pramier be pleaged to tell
‘me whother during the year 1941-42 any payments have been made to the

following :—
The Rindy,
The Ingilad.,
The Ihsan,
- The Shahboz, and
The Zowmindor 9

Premiex ;: I am afraid I cannos add anytbing to the answer I bave
.already given, :

Prorosars oF REsoUrRcEs axD RETRENCHMENT CoMM[TTEE.

*7820. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable
~Premier be pleased to state—

'(a) whether any retrenchment proposals made by the Punjab Re-
sources and Retrenchment Committes have so far been
carried out, if so, the details of such proposals ;

! Volume XIV, page 166,
? Volume XIV, page 611
3 Volume XIV, page 692,




40 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE AssEMBLy. [ 2np Dmc. 1941..

{R. B, L. Gopal Das.] . - - o
. (b) whether itis a fact that most of the recommendations for retrench-
ment by that Committee have not been implemented so far ;-

if so, the reasons therefor ;

(¢) whether these recommendations have since been ,considered by
Government ; and if so, the conclusions of Government
thereon ¢

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : A statement
showing the action taken by Government on the recommendations of the:
Resources and Retrenchment Committee will shortly be laid on the table-
- of the House.

REFUSAL OF SUB-INSPECTOR, SHAH SULTAN, DISTRICT MuzaFFar-
GARH.TO REGISTER A COMPLAINT REGARDING THEFT OF AN 0X,

+7824. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan: Will the
Honourable Minjster for Public Works be pleased to state whether it has.
been brought to his notice that the Sub-Inspector of Police, Thana Shah
Sultan, Muzaffargarh distriet, recently refuged to register a complaint
regarding the theft of an ox of one Maulvi Khuda Bakhsh of village-
Demirwals Shimali on the ground that his son named Ahmed Bakhsh was'
connected with the Akrar organization and abused and threatened him to-
ask his son to give-up that -organization failing which no aetion would be
taken for the recovery of his stolen ox ?

 Parliamentary Secretary (Shaikh Faiz Muhammad): Enquiries
madé from the Superintendent of Polide, Mueaflargarb, show that the allega--
tion is baseless. The bullock alleged to have been stolen strayed zome-
three years ago, and the owner did not report his loss at the police station.
Evon if he had reported the matter, the case was non-cognizable. and one
in which the police could take no action. :

e

MuspER oF MRr. K. €. CHauDHRy, Sup-DivisioNst OFFIoER, CHAKWAL.

*7827. Mian Spltan Mahmud Hotiana : Will the Honourable-
Minister for Public Works be pleased to. state whether any . trace of
the culprits responsible for the murder of Iate Mr. K. C. Chaudbri,
1. C. 8., 8ub-Divisional Officer, Chakwal, has been foand so far ; and il not,
the ressons therefor ?

Parliamentary Secretery (Shaikh Faiz Muhammad): (1) Yes..
The identity of tho culprits résponsible for the murder has beed established
but they are abseonding. - : -

(¢) Eiverv effort is being made for proturing the arvest of the abscon-

-

ders.

‘Mian Muhammad Nurullah : May I know the rerl motive of this
morder ? o ' _

Mr.!Speaker : That question does not arise. -
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ReMovar or Hiwp1 NEWSPAPERS FROM OFFICIAL 11T OF APPROVED

: : : NBWSPAPER®: </, v . oh. o5 Lo
- *1831. Rai Bahadur Lala. Gopal Das: Will the Henourable
‘Promior b& pleased to state— - o N R
.. {a) whether it is a fact that the names of Hindi newspapers, in-
. cluding s Hindi daily from the Punjab, have heen removed
-from the official list of approved newspapers for the purpose
of supplying Government communiques, official statomenta
- 'and-publications ; - " o
(b) whether it is a fact that the list of newspapers maintained in the
: office of the Director of Information Bureau, Punjab, does
not contain the name of any Hindi newspaper and whether
it is & fact that the said 1!i(fv‘ﬂiee does not supply information
. from time to time to any Hindi newspaper in. Lahore or'in the
Punjab, as is done in the case of newspapers in other lan-
guages ; . .

‘(¢) whether it is a fact that the attention of the Director of Informa-
tion Buream, Punjab, has frequently besn drawn towards
this omigsion, and whether there is any reeord of the letters
received in this eonnection by the said Director on behalf
of a Hindi newspaper issued from Lahore ;

-(d) whether it is a fact that the Director of Information Burean
subseribes to almost alf the Lahore dailies on Government
expense and in some cases even several editions and copies
of newspapers are subscribed to by him ;

~{¢} whether it is a fact that the said Director iz not a‘subseriber to
any Hindi newspaper ; .

«(f) whether it is a fact that Editors of Hindi newspapers are generally
excluded from invitations to official and other public fune-
tions held by the Honourable Premier, Ministers and other
Government officials ; -

{9) it the amswers to above questions are in the affirmative, the

, reasons for according this treatment to Hindi newspapers ;

(k) the number of official advertisements given to Hindi newspapers
and the amount paid to them on this account during the last
year ? - : oo

“The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: (o) No.

(b) No,

{¢) No.

(d) Yos.

(). Yes.

(fy No.. _ . z
(9) Doos not arise. D

(h} During tha 12 months ending November 30, 1941, 21 advartise-
sments of the value of Rs. 129 were given to Hindi newspapers. '
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K1gAN CONFERENCE.

*7874. Sardar Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Premier be pleased -
to state— _
(6) how many conferences scheduled to be held by Kisans in the-

" province have been probibited during the year 1941 ; -
(b) how many arrests have been made in connection with the holding

of these kisan conferences and whether the persons axrested
 hawve been tried in the court of law, and, if so, their number ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: (¢) One..
®) () One under rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules,

(@) No, and

{t73) Does not arise. . _

Mian Muhemmad Nurullah : Will the Honourable Premier please -

state whother the Government still dreads the bogey of Russia and the
Kisan movement in the Punjab ?

Premier : Government has nothing to dread from Russia. Per--
sons who were arrested infringed the law of the land.
~ Sardar Lal Singh : You prohibit the meeting of a class of people..
How is the law infringed by notifving that & conference will be held 2
Premijer : If a conference is banned, then anybody who tries to hold
thie confersnce infringes the law.

Sardar Lal Singh ; Does the Honourable Premier mean to say that
all ¢onferences are not banned ?

Premier : No, not sll. Only sueh conferences which are consider- -
ed 10 be conducive to a breach of peace and tranguillity of the provinee.

Malik Barkat Ali: In view of the fact that Russia is already on-
oux gide, will the Honourable Premier please state why he is prohibiting the
Kisan conference ? '

Premier : What connection has Russia with the Kisan conference ?

- Malik Barkat Ali : 1he Kisen movement is in & line or is at par’

with the deology for which Russia stands.

'Premier ;: My honourabls friend is obviously not conversant with the -
aims and objects of the Kisan movement. '

Malik Barkat Ali : Will the Premier Le pleased to state the objects
of the Kisan movement according to the brief supplied 1o him by the de-
partment ? ’ .

Premier : The honourable member will Lave to give me notic c.

Mian Muhammad Nurulleh : What is the objestion to such meetings 7

Premier : Anything which conduces to & breach of peace and tran-
gnillity or anything which is subversive of law and order is objectionable.

Sardarx Lal Simgh: Is it not possible that Kirans can’ meet for-
tranquillity and peace ? :

Premier : It is quite possible that. they may in time learn to-
roalise their mistake, . - : o
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Sardar Lal Singh : What is the main objestion to these Kisan
meefings ? They moet and deliberato on certain points of comimon inferest.
v Pp[uuqr, “Mhere is no objection to Kjsan'meeting. .They meet every
day m villsges, o T

LR R KipaN mﬂams EARE S T I -
7. 187, Serdar Lal Singh: Will the Honotrablé Premier be pleased.
togtate-— i T whoo T - [T R N

R

. (a)'the total nimber of persobs in the provinth gy far interned
-7 within Tocal limits of their villages or towns in connection with
the Kisqn movement; -

(b) the offence.for which they.have been so interned ;-

() whether Government has considered the question of granting
chet o maintefanceralléwancd to-then ? -7 oY TG

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : If ikie honour--
able member will specify the period for which the figures are required,.
Government, will consider whether the collection of the: information is com-
mensurate with the labour involved. S

v %7882, Cemcelled.

BusPENsION oF LaMBARDARS, SUFEDPOSHS AND ZAILDARS
TUESM -  IN GURGAON DISTRIOT. R
*7855. Chaudhri Sumer Singh: .Will the Honourable Minister
of Reventie be pleased to state the numbet of Yambérdars, snfedposhs and® -
‘waildars in Gurgaon distriet suspended during the period of last two yeors:
with the reasons for their suspension in each case and state further how many
of the suspended lambardars, sufedposhs and zaildars in question have been:
dismissed and how many-of them have been reinstated, giving separately
the number of those who are still under suspension with the total period of
‘suspension in each case P+ ! A
Parliomentary Secretary (Raje Ghazaniar Ali Khan) : - Three-
statoments? giving the requined information are laid on the fable.
B FJ:ILURE OF. COTTON Gli_{}_):_P; , OWING TO TIRAK,

*7883. Sardar Ajit Singh: Will the Hondu;'ﬁﬁl‘é Minister of

o

Rovirtie be: pleased to state -w]qethei* itisafact— ¢ -
24 TR tt’# that this yedr's cotton -trop in' Ganji Bdy and’ Nili Bar bas been-
©o T séverely attacked hy Terak ana is almest & failure ;

IR : A TR AR e
‘1'].' IR TR S A S S e L bios 1g-"'4’..3’$f '9;
U1 1T(B) whether kg cottott erop in' Chaks “—— """ district Mont-
. AL
o T T Bes 1007 179 182 114
gomery, endin Chivks —-— St | .
P e AT - C e g . E_. B.. E‘ Bo"‘ES-’B;--g*B. B. 2-B. B._ .
42r .t 27T . e 166 S epiend
y ===z, 804 ——, iz NilyEBos also hss bean geyerely
B3 e gy B sho,bys bon sepee
attacked by Twak ; T
o D A I

HEEER ‘K ﬁl Eﬁe_&m‘jlly ’Libra,ry. - . ‘r_- v'i; . , ‘._ N

Vit ,|,-;|'. h
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(5. Ajit Singh.] . . .o R
" {(0) if 5o, the action which Government hss taken to rolievp the
" distress of the sufferers in this respect in the areus 'ﬂéhtgonegl
above ? ' B
Parliamentary Secretary. (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): No special
reports have been. received from local, officgrs -regarding, damage to the
cotton orop. The oxtent of such damagée ¢an only be krown after
the girdawari has been completed. The question of reliof, where
nedessery, will then'as a matter of course be sympathatically considered.

{2np Dro. 1941.

e

e -
Ak P N .

ReTRENCHMENT IN ADMINIRTRATION EXPENDITURE,

+7828, Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana: Will the Honourable
Pinance Minister be pleased to stete— - 72 - o

" (@) what steps have so far been faken by the Government to lighten
the administration of the provinee ;

(b) have there been made any cuts in the pay or travelling allow-
ance¢ of the Government servants ;

(¢} Lias any recommendation of the'_Réifrenchment Committee been
given effect to ? L. . .
The Honourable Sir Manchar Lal: ‘A statement showing . the
action taken by Government on the report of the Resources and Retrensh-
ment Committee will shortly be laid on the table of the House.

- JUDICIAL LOCK-UP, PARPATTAN. X

*7829. Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana: Will the Honourable
Finance Minister be pleased to state— -

() whether it is a fact that during his last visit to Pakpatten it was
brought to his notice that judieaal loek-up at Pakpattan was
inguffielent to accommodate the under-trial prisoners ;

{b) whether he is aware that due to.msufficient accommodation in
. the lock-up some of the under-trial prisoners of Pakpattan
_Sub-Division have. to be sent to Montgomery Bub-Jail for

safe. custody snd consequently sometimes the Magistrates
. posted at Pakpattan have to go to Montgomery to try the
“ ¢ages of such under-trial prisonerg which involve extra ex-
penditure from the public revenues ;

{c) if answers to the above be in the affirmative, the reasons why
: - Government bas taken no step o far to provide more accom-
modation for the under-trial prisoners at Pakpattan ?

" "The Honourable Sif-ManohhrL‘al: (@) Yes.
@®) No. . y
(¢) Government have given admijnistrative approval to tho coustrue-
ition of a new judicial lock-up at Pakpattan.

Ls
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" Expunels {NoURRED BY MINi8TERS ON FHEIR TRIF FROM SIMLA To
L . B IBOMB;&Y,‘ T

- %9932, ‘Rui' Bahada¥ LalaGopsl - Daét ‘Wil the Honourable
TFinanes Minister be pleaged to state whether shy part of the- expenses
ineurred by . the. Honcurable Sir Sikander Hysat-Khan, the Honoursble
Major- Malik Kbizar Hayat Khan and the Honourable Mian Abdul Haye
-on thefr trp from Simla to Bombay and back during the month of Angust,
"1941, was directly or indirectly charged to the/Punjab Government ?

“The Hﬁﬁnourableﬁlr}danoharl.al + ‘Mo claim on account of ~travel-

ling or halting allowance for the jourriey from Simla to Bombay and back
has so far been received. ﬁ

o Bar-nooM AT PALWAL. - _

#1854, Chaudhri Sumaer Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for
Finance be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that there is no
Bar-room at Palwal and that the legal practitioners there are feeling great
inconvenience for want of seating acecommodation ang, if so, whether he
intends to take any action to remove (his long-standing grievance of Palwal
Bar, and, if so, when ¢ o : . '

The Honourable Sir Manohar Lal : Ycs. As there are only six
lawyers practising in Palwal no separste Bai-room has heen condlyucted
for theim. They generally sit in the verandah or outside the court room.
This arrangement appears to be working satisfactorily s no irirgnveni-
ence felt by them has been brought to the notice of Government.

DiwaN Duaran CHAND, DISTRICT INSPECTOR OF SCROOLS,

R - MyUZAFFARGARH. A
*7822. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman ‘Khan'i © Will the
 Honourable Minister of Education be pleased to state— =

(@) whether he is aware of the fact that Dewan Dharam Chgnd,

" District Inspector "of Schools, Muzaffargarh, while recom-
mending for the award of special sanads to be granted to cer-
~ tain teachers has completely ignored the Muslim teachers;
: . - if 80, the reasons therefor; o : : :
~ - (b) whetber ha is aware of the fact that: the applications of those
.. rpandidates who were to be. recommended for the awsard of
sanads were obtained prior to the issuing of the circular and
~ those applicants who submitted their applications after the
issuing of the cireular were put off with the plea tbat they
did not send in their applications in time and their applica-
tions were not tendered on prescribed forms, which were not
- supplied to the teachers concerned ; S -

(c) the number of the Muslim teachers who possess the necessary
qualifications for the award of special sanads referred 1o
above and whether it iz intended to grant them these sanads ;
if not. the reasons therefor 2 . : _

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: The question savours of
-sommunalism, but if the honourable member puts an ubstarred guestion
I shall be glad to answer it. ’ )
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TRANSFER OF BQOKS ON ISLAMIC LITERATURE FROM SCUHOOL LIBEARIES
BY DigTrioT INgPECTOR OF ScmooLs, MuzarFarearm.

_ . *7823. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan : Will the
Honourable Minister of Education be pleasea to state whether it has been
brought . to the notice of the District Board, Mugzaffargarh, that Diwan
Dharam Chand, Distriet Inspector of Schocls, Muzaffargarh, is wilfully
transferring all the hooks pertaining to Islamic literature from the libraries
of the District Board Bchools in the district to the library of the Districk
Board office, in order to deprive the stadents, eoncerned of their benefit ;
if s0, whether Government propose to take any detion in the matter ; if not,
why not ? ' o _

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : Diwan Dharem Chand bas
been working as Distriet Inspector of Schools, Muzaffargarh, for the last
three and a half years, during which period there has not been 5 single case
in which any book pertaining to Islamic literature has been transferred
irom the libraries of the District. Board Schools in the Muzaffargarh district
t0 the library of the District Board office. . C

CHALLANS OF ' BANASPATI GHEE ' SELLERS UNDER PURE Foop Aecr.

*787%. Chaudhyi Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of
Edueation be pleased to state the number of cases challaned under the
Pure Food Act during the period from the year 1936 fo 1941, vear-wise,.
regarding Banaspati ghiee in the province district-wise. by each local body -
giving separately the number of cases in which the aceused were convieted, .
and will he further be pleased.to state in how many cases dismissed by the
lower courts appeals were filed with the result of sach such appeal ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul'Haye : It is regretted it is ot cloar -
whai the honourable member actually desives to know. No prosecutions
are loaged for the sale of Benaspatine or Benaspati Ghee. Persons can -
only be challancd if they sell any adulterated food provided it contravenes

the prescribed rules.

- 2. Moreover no standard of puzity in regard to this article of food has
been fixed and no samples have, therefors, been seized or chemically analysed.
In view of this no ¢ases have been challaned. Qther peints do not arise.

" Sardar Lal Singh : So, the net resuls will be that adulteration goes
on incressing., S S . :

. Minister : The question does not relate ta adulteration. Tt merely
asks & question re. sale of Banaspati ghee. ‘Bansspati ghee is not adulterat- -

ed as such, :

Sardar Lal Singh . Does not, the Pure Food Act aim st cheeking -
adulteration ? :

Minister ; ' Yes, it does. The question does not raize the gquestion. .
of adulteration. - v _ K L
Sardar Lal Singh': What is the pbject of Pure Food Act? .

' Miniéter": It stops adulteration.
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Sardar Lal Singh : The net result of alk this will be that the adulters-
$ion will jnorease. : : ' ' o
Minister : I dare say, but this point was not raised in the question.
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE MARKETS RULES.

Secretary: Amendments to the Punjab Agricultural Produce
Markets Rules, 1949, are laid upon the table. .

- REPORT OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMM_ITTEE.
. Minister for Finance (The Hon’ble §x Mancher Lal}: Bir, I beg:
to present the report of the Committee on Public Aceounts of the
Punjeb Legislative Assembly on the Appropriation Accounts of the
Punjab Government for the year 1939-40. ‘

T meay also intimate to the House in this connection that (rovernment
proposes to give the 8th of December for the consideration of this report.

—— —

ELECTRICITY (EMERGENCY POWERS ) BILL.

Mr. Speaker : Now, the House will proceed to consider the Bunjab
- Electricty (Emergency Powers) Bill clause by clanse. a
Dr. Sir Goliul Chand Narang (West Lahere Division, General, Rural):.
Sir, may 1 ¥aize & paint of order in cohnection with the consideration of
this Bill ? My point of order, to state briefly, is that this Bill is witrs vires.
of this House. The Provinciel Government cannot deal with the subject
which is proposed to be dealt with in this Bill. If you will kindly look at
the Bill itself, it says: . x
“A Bill to provide for the protection of the public in cases of emergency”

and this is to be done by giving powers to the Government to take over any
eloctricty service in eertain eircumstances. I would draw your attention
t0 ¢lanse 8 of the Bill. It reads as follows :— ow _

“If at any time it sppears to the Provincial Government that there it any likelihood
of a failure in the continuous 5up|q]ly of a public eleetricity service or A diminu--
tion of such supply, and that sichi failure or diminution will be to the public
disadvantage, or that there jo any doubt as to whether the Provineial Govern.
ment or any other person ig the owner of public electricity service, or thet it is -
expedient, during any period of transfer of the public electricity service o the

- Provincial- Government to assume possession and comfpol of such service,
the Provineisl Government msy by order in writing declexe its intention of’
assuming possession and control thereof for and on behalf of such service”.

. . . ) T e oy
‘This means that the Govetnment is proposed to be given the power of
taking over the control as well as the possession of any electricity service-
and to regulate the activities of that service and perfoim the functions of
that service. In other words, the object of the Bill is that the ordinary
_management of an electricity service should be réplaced by a Government
agency and that in place of the directors of an electricity corporation
who should be removed, the control and regulation of the work of the-
corporation be placed in the hands of nominees of the Government or’some-
other agency that the Government may set up. My submission 1s that.
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"[Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang.] ' o :
such & procedure is denjed to a provineial legislature nunder the Government
+of India Aet. I may, in passing, remark that so far as this Provifice is
-concerned, this electrieity service is being rendered by two kinds of agencies.
One ageney is the Government ageney. The other agency is the body of
non-official corporations which are carrying on electricity serviee in this
Province. You would know shat the Hydro-Elesiric Department is geénerat-
. Ing a large amount of olectricity and is supplying it to a large number of
towns in the Province. Tt is hardly necessary to mention, but for those
peoplé who may not know 1 am just giving the names of a fow places which
-are being supplied with electricity by the Government. For instance,
in Amritsar, all the electricity that is being consumed is heing supplied by
the Government and.. ... .. '

Premier : On a point of order. May I ask which particular clause
nmy honoursble friend is referring to?

Mv. Speaker : Apparently to the whola Bill.

Premier : At what stage are we now ? Has the honourable member
the right to question jurisdiction at this stage ?

Mr. Speaker : Consideration of clauses has not startod yet.
Premier : But we have passed & motion for consideintion.

Mr. Speaker : I think an objection to a Bill being ultra vires of the
Assembly can bo raised even at this stage,

Premier : Quite so, but which clause of the Bill is be objecting to ?

Mr. Speaker : His objection is that the whole Bill is ultra vires of
this House. '

Premier : I om afraid he has no right to do so at this stage. I do
not think he can question it at this stage. If there is any particular clanse
which he thinks is ultra vires, he can raise an objection to that clause at the
proper stags.

Mr. Speaker: But he is objecting to the imira vires of the
whole Bill,

Premier : Ho cannot take that up at this stage, becanse that is a
matter which should bave been considered earlier. The House has now
decided to proceed with the consideration of the Bill.

- Mr. Speaker : I am inclined to hold that an cohjection to a Bill being
ulira vires can be taken ot any stage.

Malik Barkat Ali: May I draw your attention to the recent ruling
in which it has been held that it is not for the Honourahle Speaker of the
House to decide snch legal questions as to whether any particular action
way yllra vires or inira vires because he is not 4 court ¢ It is for the courts
-of the country to declare whether a particular legislation is ultra vires, but
certainty it is not for the Honourable Speaker of the Assembly to declare
whether it is énira vires or wltra vires. 1 am referring to a decision of the
Rangoon High Court deliverod in the year 1941 and I would draw your atten-
tion to the fact that in reaching that conelusion the Rangoon Court relied
-on a section of the Government of India Act. I shall presently draw your
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attention to that section wherein it is definitely said that the legisiature or
any House of the legislature or any officer of the legisiature shall not haveé the-
powers of the court, And the 3peaker of the House is undoubtedly an
officer of the House., I shall just draw vour attention to that section. The-
argument in the Rangoon Court was thab if objection is taken to a certain
piece of legislation that it is infra vires or ulira vires and objestion is taken
on the other side that it is not so, then such metter can only be decided
by & court of law and section 71 of the Government of India Act definitely
says so on the point. Ihave got the section. It is section T1 of the
Government of India Act and the sub-section.is (3). If rung thus :— _
(3) Nothing in any existing Tndian law, and, notwithstanding anything in the foro- -
: ' going provisions of this section, nothing in this Act, shall be constrned s con-
ferring, or empowerihg any Legielature to confer, on a Chamber thereofeor on -
both Chambers sitting together or any committer or officer of the Legislaturs, .
" the status of @ court, or any punitive or disciplinary powera other than the -

power to remove or exclude persons infringing the rules or standing orders, or
otherwise bebaving in o disorderly manner. . '

It has been bold, therefore, on the authority of section Tt (8) of the-
Government of India Aet that it is not for the Speaker of the  Legislature
to decide whether a certain piese of legislation is 4nira vires or not.

Premier : May I submit that you yourself have on previous occasions
ruled that....... - ’ ' oy

Mr. Speaker :  Ves. I do not recollect to have allowed such an.
objection. T : : .

Premier : ‘At the safie time I think sny member of the House is-
entitled to point ont to the Government that zertain
T _ brovisions of & cortain Bill-are ulira vires so ag to avoid
washe of time gd energy. But this is not:the time. The objection should
have been raised at an ealier stage. At this stage we should go on with the
consideration of clauges and if my honourable friend hes any objection to
any particular clause on the ground that it is wltra vires, we can consider
it at that stage. ‘ ' ' .

1p.m,

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang :* Tt is not- the question of any paiti-
cular clause being witra wires or #nira vires. This stage or any inter--
mediate stage or at the final stage does not matter. You have been pleased
to pomt out just now that the objection can be rajsed at any stage. You
have also been pleased to say that you know that you sre not a High Court
and that you cannot decide whether a Bill or an Aect is intra vires or ultra:
tires. But so far-as my experience of 18 or 19 years of this House goes, you
bave always been pleased to give hearing to any member who has thought
it necessary to raise such a point. You say you have never thrown out a
Bill on the ground that it is wlira vires. I rememiber ons instance in which
you did so, but it is not necessary to refer to it at this stage. “You might
have been ‘mistaken then. It is a differont matter. - (Moltk Batket Ali:
Speaker iz not & court). He iz not & court whioh gimply means that if
ke gives any finding it will not be conclusive and it will be open to any court
to go into this, question and that the Speaker’s decision would not _preslude-
the courts from exerdising their jurisdiction. in deciding whether w certain
moasuTe Is wilra vites or wndra-vires. T e :

L e
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Malik Barkat Ali: Such an objection does not come within the
axpression ‘point of order’. The Speaker is certainly authorised to decide
a point of order. But whether a certain Bill is ulira veres or intra vires is not
& point of order, and the objestion that a certain piece of legislation is
ultra vires does not come within the definition of the expression ‘point of
order’. The Speaker is certainly the final authority on questions relating
t0 points of order. But this objection does not fall under that category
betause the objection really raises a question as to whether this legislation
18 ultra ptres or intre vires. The rules relating to points of order ¢annot
‘be invoked for the purposes of raising an objection of that kind,

Mr. Speaker : Then how and by whom can that objection be taken ?

Premier : Our jurisdiction is defined in these lists and if there is
.anything which is not included in one list, it is clearly included in the other.

Mr. Speaker : But who can raise the point and who ean decid.
whather it 1z inecluded in ones list or the other ?

Premier : It is for you and the House to deside it. No legidature
should be allowed to do something whieb it is not empowerad to do.

Mr. Speaker : I do not recollect to have deeided this point bsfore.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : At leasi I remember one instance.
‘There may be some other instances also. Objection was taken to & Bill
that it was ulira vires and you were pleased to throw it out on that ground.

Mr. Speaker : The honourable doctor may be right. My memory
“is not very retentive now. So, I may bhe wrong.

~ Dr.Sir Gokul Chand Narang: My honourable friend has referred
:40 the ruling of the Rangoon High Court. Rangoon is not # India. With
due deferenca to the Honourabla Judges of the Rangoon High Court, I
would submit that we are not bound by that ruling. Rulings are given
by High Courts in all countries, but the question is whether that ruling is
binding on this House or on you or on me. With due deference to the
" Honourable Judges who delivered that ruling I venture to say that I am
not bound by it nor is this House bound by it nor is the Speaker bound by
-that ruling. But my submission is that so far as cominon sense is con-
_eernad and economy of public time and public money is concerned, certain-
‘1y the proper procedure is that an objection, if it is valid or is considered
valid, should be raised, should be heard and should be entertained and
adjudicated upon, leaving it to the Government then to consult their legal
advisers and act according to their legal advice. But as You were
_yowrsel! going to point out—

Mr. Speaker : Ploase proceed with your objection.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang: My objection is that Sestion 100

.of the Government of India Act precludes the consideration of this Bill
by this House. Section 100 says :

Notwithstanding anything in the tWo next succeeding subseotions, tho Federal

islature hes, and 2 Provincis! Legislature has not, power to male laws with

respect to any of the matters enumerated in List I in the Seventh Schedule
to this Aot (hersinafter called the “‘Federal Legislative List™).
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‘Now, the Federal Legislative List I in Schedule Seven to the -vaemi_non_t
of India Act lays down the subjeets which are purely federal and which ¢an
only be handled by the Central Government. At item 33 we have this
list— _ _ _ .
Corporation, that is to say, the incorporation, regulation and winding up of tradin
- corporations, incleding banking, insurance and financial corporations, bub no
including corporations owned or controlled by & Federated state and sATTYing

“on business ohly within that State or co.operative societies, and of corporations,
- Whether trading or not, with objects not confined to one unit, -

This is a central subject and thevefore, my submission is that under
section 100 of the Government of Indin Act it eannot be dealt with by a
provivsial lagislature. In the provimeial legislative list, item 8, there is
reference ' to corporations, and ss some honourabla members from that
side might like to know, I, in order to save them troubls, would myself refer
to that item. * That item is 33 which says—

The incori:pumtian, regulation, and winding ui) of corporations other than ocorpora -
tions spec:fied in List 1; unincorporated trading, literary, scientific, religiony
and other societiea and aseociations ; co.operstive societies,

' These corporations like the co-operative sovieties, eharitable Societies, sducas
- -tional -societies and such other societies, whather they are incorporated

or not, are spesially to bo dealt with by the provincial legislatures, but the
corporations which are mentioned in item 88 of the central list, cannot be
-dealt with by the Central Government.  This is the first point to which
I want to draw your attention. Now somehody raight raise the question
‘that these electric supply companies are not corporations. I do not think
‘that this would over be seriously raised by anyone on behalf of the Govern-
ment, but in order 0 save them the trouble again, I would draw their atten-
‘tion to seetion 23 of the Indian Companies Act. Section 28, subsestion 2
cleaxly lays down as fallows:

From the date of insorporation mentioned in the certificate of incorporation, the
sabacribers of the msmorandnm, mﬁiter with snch other persons as may
from tim: to time becomte mem of the company, shall be a
corporate by the name contained in the memorandum, capable forthwith of
exeroising all the funetiona of an incorpotated company, and 5o on

We find in the note—

------

A gompany incorporated under the Act is & statutory corporation and has not, an
# corporation, had common law the power to desl with ite property

This makes it absolately clear thst all these companies now rendering
“electric service in the Punjab are corporations. In order to make the matter

more clear I may draw your attention to Regulation 7! of Table A of the
Indisn Companies Act. This says—

The businesz of the nompany shall be managed by the direotors, who may pay all

" expenses inourred in getting wp and registeting the company,. ... ete. -
‘This is 8 vary imporfant matter, because in the statute as it exists, the
management and control of these companies hes to vest in the directors
under Regulation 71 of the Indian Companies Act, and therefore, anything
which purports to remove these directors from the control sontravenes
4n already existing Act of the Central Legislature, and therefore, for that



52 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [ 25D Drec. 1941.

[Dr. Sir Gokul-Chand Narang.]
reason 6):0 is wlira vires. Some people who might be familiar or rather
balt-familiar with the Indian Companies Aet might think that Table A is
not compulsory. I was just pointing out that this electricity service
whieh is being rendered in the Punjab perhaps without a single exception,
axaept gOvernment, commes’ under the Joint Steck Companies ; they are:
gorporations incprporsted under the Indisn Companies Act ; and as they
are corporations and fall under item 38 of the Central List, this Government
and this legislative body have abselutely no jurisdiction to deal with that
subject which is reserved by the Central Government for itself. I was then
trying to point out that these limited companies are corporations. Under
item 33 of the Central Subjects Lists companies are 1ot mentioned : corpora-
tions are meniioned. I am therefore,, trying to point out that these limited
compalies ore corporalions, I read out section 28, sub-section 2 of the
Indian Companies Act which clearly lays down that these bodies are corpora-
tions. 1 read out from the commentary that these corporations are statu- .
tory gorporations consisting of the members who signed the memorandum
whieh is submitted to the Registrar of the Joint Stock Companies along with
the articles of association for registration. Then I pointed out, in order
to clinch the point that this Bill encroaches upon the existing law, which
law is the creation of the Central Government. For instance, I pointed
out that in Table & Regulation 71 it has been laid down thet the control
of & compeny shall vest in the direstors, ‘shall vest n the directors’: it
eannot vest iri & private individual or any Government or in anybody else ;.
and in another gection of the Companies Act, section 83-A, it has been laid
down that the number of directors sliall be at least 3. Thus itis clear that
in the first instance the control must be vested in the directors and secondly
that the number of the directors shall not be less thar 3. Now what does
this Bill propose to do ? It is sought by means of this Bill to confer power
on the Government to remove the directors of all the companies for reasons
which are given in the Bill. Tf Government thinks that there is 2 danger
of supply of eleciricity failing they can set this law in motion and take
possession of alf the helongings of any of these limited conogrns which are.
_rendering electricity service in the province, and ¢an assume control and
regulation of the ecompenies, which, I would submit, is entirely beyond
the scope of this legislative body. Not orly this, but even if there is some
doubt with respect to the ownership of any electricity service the (rovernment
can <ot this law in miotion and take possession of any electric supply service
in the province. Therefore, my submission is thet this lew which is pro-
posed to be enacted by this Government is beyond the soope of this Legis-
lative Assembly and is therefore ultra vires. 1 do not know what will be
said in reply by the tearned Advocate-General, who, I am glad, has arrived,
but I may say that in sections 812 and 816 of the Government of India
Act, the references to the federal legislature or Government apply to the
existing Ceniral Government. . Therefore, no technical objection can be
raised that as there is no federation there cannot be any federal list. The
framers of the Government of Indis Act forésaw this objection and therefore-
they included sections 812 and 816 in the Government of India Act.
This is my objestion, sir, to the Bill and in passing, I may point out that
the objection has not been raised at a late stage. ~Of course, it could have
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been raised as soon as the Bill was introduced, but it can be raised at any.
stage: The Bill now is at its earliest possible stage s0 far ax the considera-
tiou of ita ‘clauses is coneerned: I anderstand thet not'a single clanse has
yet:bean considered. * Yesterday only the Heport of thie select eommittee
was presented and ‘the motion for eonsideration way passed and no clause
was actyally -considered and the House adjourned for certain reasons which:
sre: known to you,: - T T

' This'is"iny objection so far as my point of order is considered. I may
3139, before T sit' down, say that the Bill is really - uilnecessary beeause
pricticdlly half of the Punjab is being supplied with ™ ‘glectricity by the
Government itself about which there cannot be any apprehension of its
negligence or its fulire to supply. electricity, (Foverimeni’s resources
are unlimited. =~ -~ o ' '

Minister for- Public Works  The other half.of the provinee is
still there, bhetter half, . g o o L
Dr.-Sir Gokul Chand Narang : T do.not: know whether that is the.
better half.. . S o L
- Mhimister ¢ Yes, it is the batter half. _ o
' ﬂi‘-’.Sii' Gokul Chand Narang ; - Government is always the better
Half. (Laughiter). So far a5 the wretched ngn.official private corporations
are concerned Government .cammot in any way take possession of them as a
cortaiti section ‘of the Government of- India Act, 1985, comes to their
rescue. If Government has real and genuine apprehension that the supply
might fail, the proper course for it would be to epproach the
Government of India ind have an Act of this nature passed instead of
proposing it in this House. That is all I have to say at this stage, .
) AL R R O L O T ot O
Premier (The Honourable Major §ir Siksnder Hyat-Khanj_: S:} far
as the logal aspest of this matter is concerned, the Advocats-Gi¥eral is
looking into it, I should like o' point .oué puraly ad % laymidn. that - my
bonourable friend is labeuring under & misapprehension and referring to
the wrong item of the"list. “We are taking dction to regulste tH¥ bupply
of eletificity in the province. ' Every public utility company is bound under
definite rules and regualtions to supply aninterrupted onergy to its clients
and consumers, becanse if it fails to do o it Weould cause great inconvenience
to the publio. For instance, when my friend Rai Bahadur Lala Sohan Lal
apprehiends a strike in the Lahore Fleotric Supply Company, he asks the
Government to help him to enable him to carry on the functions of the
company. properly and to fulfil-his obligation. Dr. Narang’s contentjon is
that Government. cannot under any-ciroumstances do so ag aceording to.
bim that would be illegal. My honourable friend’ referred to List I of
Sehedule VII and. pointed out that we could not legislate in regard to cor-
porations. 1 should like to point out te him that we are not dealing with
eorporations in this Bill ; we are dealing with the ragulation and supply of
electricity which is & concurrent subject. If you will look at item 81 of
List I1I you will find, sir, that Electricity is & coneurrent subject in regard
to which both the central and the provineial legislatnres can pass legisla--
tion. In an emergenscy, how could we ensure regular supply unless we had
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the power to iake immediate action? That is why electricity was placed
in the concurrent list, Supposing an emergeney arises here to.day. Does
my honourable friend contemplate that we should, when i does arise, ap-
proach the Central Governnent to pass legislation to enable us to act
¥rom the very wording of the operative clause it is ebvious that it is nor
more than a temporary expedient, and Government can take astion enly
if & certain emergency arizes. Again, the power to take eontro] is lamited
to & period of six months at a time, and in the aggregate to not mere than
two yesrs, Each time Government will have to issue a special notification.
1t will thus be seen that we are now merely dealing with a matter whicl
relates to item 81 of List 1II, vig., eleetricity. We would, if we so desire, go-
ever further, hut that is unnecessary at present. My honouratle friend's.
objection is inexplicable. Does he wani to forego the right which has been
specifically given to this House under the Government of India Act ? Does
he desire that when s public utility company fails to provide proper and
uninterrupted supply of electricity in an emergency we should not be in
a position to step in and save inconvenience to the general public ? Or,
;s it his attitude that the public may suffer and, so far as he is concerned,
go to the dogs ? To my mind we ¢an meet any such contingency only by
lagislation, and it is our duty and right to do so: If my honcurable friend
contends that the power Government is taking under this Bill is excessive
I would refer him to the Defence of India Rules where he wil] find that
Government can toke even more drastic action. But action will'be taken
only in the interests of the public, i.e., the consumers. Recently we have
had to take sction against one of the companies—the Rawalpindi

(ompany-. ..
Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : What action did you take ?

Premier : We took possession of it.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : When was i¢ so-?

Premier : Not more than two weeks ago. Ag a matter of fact the
company is carrying on as usual ; the Government have only taken control.
of it temporarily and that control also will be removed as soon as we are:
catisped that the orders which Government has issued have been complied
with. My point is that Government must take timely action to ensure
aninterrupted supply of electricity in the interests of the Companies as
aleo of the public.

Advocate-General (Mr. M. Sleem): 8iv, I think it is not eontended
by the honourable member that the proposed logislation is not covered by
item 31 which deals with Eleetricity. The bomourable member’s objection
T understand is this—it may be covered by item 81 but nevertheless it is also-
coversd by item 338 of the Federal list, therefore, it is not in the province
of the Provincial government. In this connection I would ask youm, sir,.
to notice the words of item 33, it says “‘Corporation, that is to say, the in-
corporation, regulation and winding-up of trading corporations, including. ..’
Where does the proposed Bill deal with the incorporation or regulation or
windingup of a trading corporation 2 I submit that there is ne such pro--
vision. The company remains it existence. The mere fact that for the
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purpose of a continuons supply of energy it is necessary, temporarily to take

-over the affairs of the company does not mean that the company has been
wound up. I may wmention hers, that even if a legislation incidentally
-affocts matiers covered by another item it is inira vires. - There was & case
"before the House of Lords—I forget the name of the cess. An Act was passed
which made it necessary for the people selling milk to obtain a Jicence. One
of the conditions was that only a person resident within & certain area could
obtsin a licence. There wes & penal clause wherehy anybody contraven-
ing the provisions of the law was to be penalised. In Ireland there was an-
other provision that they had no powor to legislate on any matter affecting
trade. What happened was this that certain farmers outside that ares,
Who were in'the habit of supplying milk, found that because of the abzence
of the residential qualification they could not obtain licences. There Was
progscution and the case was taken to the House of Lords. The question
raised there, was that inasmuch as it affeeted the trade in the ares it which
the farmers resided it was ulira vires. The House of Lords held thab it
dealt with public health and the mere fact that it affeated other matters
did not make it ultre vires. In fact it is not necessary that that principle
should apply in this case. According to my submission aven if it incidental-
ly affests the Corporation, incorporation or winding-up. ete. stc. of the
Corporation.. .. '

Mr. Spealner: What about ‘regulation '?

Advocate General : The trading corporation is to earry on its
affairs, ' :

Mr. Speaker: Whon direstors are turned out and everything is
taken. over, where is the ‘regulation’? :

Advocate Genmeral : We are not regulating. My submission is that
thore is no question of regulating the affairs of the company ; the mere
taking over does nob mean reguleting their affairs. Regulation is carrying
on in a particular manner. '

Mr. Speaker : My doubt is that ‘regulating’ is a very wide term. If
all the powers ara taken awsy, where is the directorship and what is the
shareholders® position ? '

Advocate General : We will not regulate the affairs of the company
we will only put certain restrictions. I have already submitted that the
Housa of Lords has held that merely because this provision covers other
matters, it does not become ulira vires, , ) ' '

Matik Barkat Ali : Tcidental effect is not to be taken into aceount
ab all ; this is also the Pederal Couri’s judgment. S

Advocate General : Let us assume that ons is nob ‘sonsidering
itemn 88 but is merely looking at item 81, Electrisity. Ttwould not oceur
to any one looking at the provisions of this Bill that it attempts to regulate
the affairs of any company, It is merely a case of somebody wanting to
argue for argnment’s sake and to exercise his ingenuity. My submission
Is that merely because this Bill incidentally afiocts matters which are ok
within the sphere of the previneisl 2egislature-this House' 'is not debarrad -
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‘from passing, _tfhis legislation. Here I bave got the judgment of the House
of Lords: o e o L
Tt is well eastablished that you are to look at the true mabure und character of the
legislation—the pith and subatance of the legislation. If oo the view -of the
statute as a whole you find thaf the sabstance of the legislation iz within the

express powels,'shen it i8 not invalidated if incidentally it affects mytters
" which ave outside the authorised field. R

Malik Barkat Al : I should like to so¥ & few words on thi: point.
T am afraid I cannot share the views of my bonourable fviend Dr. Nerang,
My reasons ure these : Firstly, in order to determine whether thix legisla-
‘tion is within the mischief of the statute, that is, wWiwtber it encroaches on
forbidden ground, the first thing that has to be looked into is wiether it
professes to deal with the incorporation or regulstion or winding up of
trading corporation. It is perfectly clear that this Bill doss not profess
to deal .with gorporations. A Bill ean be said to deal with corporations
only when it deals with them in a general manner. Tuere is sbsolutely
no provision in this Bill about which it can be seid that it fells within the
category of this clause namely the incorporation, regulstion or winding up
of trading sorporations. The Bill professes to deal with electricity and
. elgetricity is & concurrent subject and it is certeinly open to the provincial
legislature to dea] with matters which occur in the coneuerent list. Tha
second point is this. My friend Dr. Narang referred to tie Indian Comprnies
Act and said that such and such a provision of the Act leid down thet the
control of the company shall vest in the directors of the compeny, That
is 0. But is there any provision in this Bill which loys down that the
control of the oorporation or its regulation shell not vest in thedirectors ?
On the contrary the Bill says that whenever on rcecunt of any emergeney
the Government takes over the possession and control of @ compsny it does
so only for a temporary period of two yesvs. Therefore, if this tlause
which has haen argued to be in conflict with the provisions of the Indian
Companies Act is looked at carefully, it will be found that there is no confliet
whatever between the general provisions of the Indian Companies Act and
the provision of this Bill by which the local Government.is guthorived to
take over possession and control of the elestric company for a temporary
period not exceeding two years. My third point is this. It hes been very
rightly pointed out by the lesrued Advocate-General that eourts which are
the final authority to decide whether a particular legislation is ulira vires
or not, are not conserned with the ineidental effects of that legislation. It
was held by the Federal Court in 1941 that where » particular subject falls
within the provineial field, if legislation on that subject incidentally affects
matters which fall withir the federal legisiative list, this ineideitaléffact
will be disregarded by the Federal Court. For these reasons the objection
that the Bill is wlira vires does not hold good. ‘ o .

Mr. Speaker : Will the honourable .membes please read clauses 6
and 77 _ _ _ o R
Malik Barkat Al : Clause 8 says —

An goon a5 may be afier the issue 6f an order wnider aubsection (1) of seotion 3, the
E . owner or person in ehimie of the public eloctricity sorvice shall make over to
: . the Provincisl Gavernment or auch paracd 46 it may direct, sl books, ancounte
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] doonments, farnitute and ol other property, bf ‘Whatsosver natite or kind,

B b boa meweables aild tivmévabls belongliny to the said dervide or in ite possdd.

- .7y . sioo or contrel; . - . . VoLl - ’ .
oL

Clatise 7 reads— SR '

{1) During such period as the public,electricity service is in the posseasion snd control’
O e Perindial GO hh‘é-'f;rgvmm Governitient shsll have power
to acquite and bold property, both movslile and iithivable, snd to transfer

smy property held by it for and on behalf of the public electricity service and

"+ o oontrhct and to'do all other things necessary for the purposee of its efficietst

management,

(2} "AN debts and obligatiofis incarred, all contracts entéred into and all mattors and
rae things engaged to be-dome by the Provincial Gbvernment for and on behialf
..t . ;: of the publio electriofty secvice shall be deexned td have bsen incarred, eintered:
, into or ehgaged to be.done by the eald publio electriciby sepvics, = . - ‘-

caabr g

These eliuses leave no room for Aoubt that during 'the period of its

temporary conirol snd possession the Provineial Govermment shal reslly

be acting on behalf of or reprosenting that particular electric supply COTgany..

T respectiully submit that there is nothing in thsse "t W tlatses” which can

be'said to fxll under the description of item 88 of the Federal Lidt, All that

these olauses say is that for a temporary period of two years thé eontrol
- and management of that particular eompany— '

Mr. Speaker ;' But eannot the same law be enforced webk ot go
after the expiry of the period of two years ? - - -

.- Malik Barkat Ali: The words ‘at any one time’ have been put in
by the select sommittee. We do not know whether the House will agreé
to the retention of these words in the Bill. In the origibal Bill that
introduced in the House the words are— R

the maximum period during Which any such order may . continue in force shall nog
o exceed tWo years from the commencement of the first order. .
It is the select committee that has intreduced the words ‘at any onse time’:
The object I understand iz that this period may be indefinitely prolonged.
Eveniually it. comes to this that once the Government takes possession
snd control of a company for two years it can continue the control for &
longer period, My submission is that taking even that extreme view;
it cannot be seid that this Bill eomes within the Federal List, itom 88,
beeause it does not. professedly supersede the regulation of the trading
corporations as a whole, and secondly, that.even if the clavse is held to be
illegal, it cannot suffice to invalidate the whole Bill, My submission is that
this Bill does not deal with trading corporations as a whole. What iteny 88.
contemplates is the genernl law applicable to the incorporation, regulation
and winding up of trading corporations as s whole and not with tHe incidents
of any particuisr indivianal corporation. The general law with regard to:
the incorporation, regulation 2nd .winding up .of companies remains the
same, My submission, therefore, is that this Bill does net ecome within
item 33 of the Federal list. - - :

Miallﬁllhammd ﬂuruﬂah : While reading clause 6. of the Bill
the honourable member who just preceded me has omitted to read the
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words added by the select committee. I think he was reading clause 6
of the Bill as originally introduced and not the Bill presentod by the select
committee. The last three lines of the elause as amended by the seloct
committee reads— o

considered necessary by the Provincial (Jovemnment for the purposs of catrying on the-
. work of the company.

Thoese words make the clouse g0 against itexa 33 of the Federal List.

Again while raising the point it was suggested that the Madras law
was the latest. I would request my honeurable lawyer friends to explain
toa laymen like me what the position would be when clause 12 (1) is there..
The civil courts are being debarred. How then will this matter come up
before civil comrts 8t &ll? Therefore the law ax enacted in Madras does:
not cover our eésse. S

Dr. Sir Golml Chand Narang I was going to say that after
hearing the Honourable. Premier and the learned Advocate-Generak
8s well as Malik Baykat Ali, I am confirmed in oy opinion that this
House has absolitely no jirisdiction to proceed with this Bill. I
cannot blune. the Honourable Premier. He is not a lawver. He adduced
no argument but tried 1o appeal to sentiment. He oaid ihat the
Lahore Electric Supply Company had to face o wirike and if that
strike had progressed and had succeeded, the supply of electricity
might have failed and he would havé come to the Government for help.
Undoubtedly if the strike had promressed.ind it the wisdom and tact and
experience and skill of the managers of the Tlectric Supply- Company had
fallen short of the vueasion » contingency might have arisen and they might
have approached Government for lielp and it would have been u perfectly
logitimate step. The Government is there for protecting all those concerns
as well as for protecting the labourers and the worlkmen, and it is for the
Government 1o see that justice is done to both parties. There would have-
been no harm. But what Las that got to do with the rechnieal. point that
I have raised 2 Then the Honouwrable Premier sppesled to my sense of
patriotism. 1 am not & patriot in the sense in which he ix a patriol. His
idea was that I should at once jump at this opportunity and tale posses—
sion of the powers which under the law I do not possess and which I am not
entitled to exersise. God save me from such patriotism, from eneroaching
on other people’s rights ! I am not prepared to follow the example of the
Government in this respect. Their policy bas opened the eves of every-
body not only in the Punjab but in the other psrts of India also. The
Honourable Premier said that Government tannot otherwise look into the:
affairs of the companies. Why not 2 I have no doubt that Rai Babadur
Sehan lal and the managers of other companies would be only too glad
to welcome him, would even put garlands round lis neck and embrace
him most cordially if he wauts to look inte the electric supply companies..
They would give bim tes parties and se on, and he and the whole of his-
stafl and all his colleagues can go and see how the thing is working, . But it
i quite & different thing from taking possession of the whole company, .
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Ag town ai, te ghar wali bam baithi. = - :

That would be the proverb that would apply to such a case. He would
be weloome to pay a visit or to study the working of the electricity service
and point oub: defects if there are sany and suggest improvements. The
management would be very much obliged, but it is guite different from tak-
ing over the whole property and ousting all the dirsotors and sharebolders
from the statutory powers that they possess. I am not surprised at alb
at the argument which the Honourable Promier sddressed to this House
with regard to the case of Rawalpifdi. I regret I am not familiar with the
Rawalpmd: case. :

Rai Bahadur Lala Sohah Lal: That was taken over under the
Defence -of India Rules. '

Dr, Sir Gokul Chand Narang: The Rawalpindi Fleotric Supply
Company was, according to Rai Babadur Sohan Lal, taken over under the
Defence of. India Rules. I do not know what happened and whether the
Government’s help and interferomee were invoked by that company. It
may be that that company did something for which the Government eould
interfore under some law. As a mattor of fact, as Rai Bahaduar Schan Lsl
has pointed out, the Government interfered under the Defonce of India
Rules. They can shut up Rai Bahadur Sohan Lal under the Defence of
India Rules or any other member or members of the company, Or any
resident of the Punjab.  That is open to them. These rules give them the
power, rightly or wrongly, to shut up people. They have already shut up
50 many that they are ashamed to tell the House the actual number of people
. ¥hom they have shut up. I do not question those powers, but the question
is whether an Aect like this Bill would be intra vires of this House.

The case of the Honourable Premier is really excusable. He, in fact
should not have got up to reply to a technical question like this, but I am
swrprised at the reply which the Advocate-Genersl, the very learned Advocste
General has given. . I tell you why. He is a very candid gentleman, and
I expected that he wonld support e, If he had come prepared, he might
have supported me. He came just now and all of & sudden he was asked
to reply. 1 am sure that he had not read the Bill immediately before mak-
ing that reply, otherwise he would not have given the reply in the terms
in which ho did, - He says that electricity is included in the concurrent
list and can be dealt with by this House and it is incidentally that this measure
would touch the regulations of the corporations. He at first was
confining bimseif to incorporation and winding up and so on, but he foand
the wora “regulation” a bit thorny and he fought shy of it until his attention
was drawn 0 it by the Chair. His reply is that if an Act only incidentally
touches another subject but deals principally with something elss, then for
that reason alone, because it incidentally touches another gubject, it should
not be held ultra vires. I subscribe fully and heartily to this proposition.
If a motor car passes by and 1 am, like many people, not walking on the
footpath but in the middle of the rosd and that motor ear Jjust grages my
coat or even my body, I would not get angry—rather I would blame my-
solf—1 would not get angry with the driver of the ear. But if T am walk-
ing on the footpath anda a foolish driver instead of driving on the road just
brings his motor car.on the footpath and knocks me down deliberately or
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maliciously, that wonld not be ineidental grazing of my coat or my bedy.
When a ¢ax is takett out of the road and is driven at 60 miles an hour and
makes a pulp of me it is anything but ineidental or aceidental. This is
exactly what this Bill seeks to do. TFherefore if the learned Advocate--
Gonornl had just read clauses 6 and 7 to which pointed attention of Malik
Barkat Ali was drawn by the Speaker, I am sure he would not have adopd--
ed this argument. - If the milk vendor in Irelana broke the law which was
-valid, be could not question: the validlty of the law simply because it in-
cerentallv touched a matter outside the loonl legislature’s jurisdiction. I
do not exactly know what the facts in the case quoted by him were, but
1 take them as mentioned by the lenrned Advocate General. The ruling:
in tlmt case does not apply to the case before us. It would be an entirely
different thing it the Government feared that there would be a ‘bréakdown
of wipply of power, It has the power to call up tlie management and tell:
them that snch and sucl: precautions should be taken or some other measure
might be taken to prevent sudden breakdown without ousting the manage-
ment. If that is done, no one would find fault with it.

What would happen, sir, if this Bill becomes law ? The honourable

:ruemhers of this Houre ‘have not seen what powers
_are sought to be conferyed upon Govermment. With
the:s pcm ers, the Government will compel the management to make over
to the Provineial Government or such person that it might appoint all the
books, aceounts, documents, furniture and all other property of whatever:
nature or kind, botl: movable and immovable. If Rai Bahadur Sohan Lal
goes to the office to see what is happening there even for & seat he will have-
to apply to the Govermment nominee, The Government js taking bodily
the whole ¢concernt and not merely the regulation of the supply or ensuring:
the supply of electricity. Then, sir. see further, what happens during the-
period the Governnent is M possession of the company. What ean it do 2’
It ean o ull that the direetors and shareholders colleetively could do.
Daring sneh period -when a public electrieity company is in possession and
contro} of the Provineinl Government, it shall have power to acquire and hold
property. The company might bLave a reserve of a crore of rupees, the:
Government nominee might spend it m buying any property at any fancy
price. That is what might happen, He might tranfer any property to-
anybody he wants to help for and on hehalf of o public electrieity eompany
and contract to do 2]l other things whieh he might consider necessary for-
the purpose of its efficient management. The position of a company mey
be made s0 complicated and diffiewlt that the shareholders and directors
may find it difficult to extricate the concern from it. The Government
nomines might ruin the funds of the company. He might do anything
he likes with the assets of the compeny during the period they are under
his coutrol, I would ask the learnea Advocate General, will that be done
merely itnsidentally. - The Government noninee will take possession of the
whole property ? account hooks and -all documents and even the furniture
and des] with them as e Lkes and even enter inlo vontracts. The powers
of the directors under tbe Indjan Companies Aot aré restricted. What
directors might not be able to do, the Govermment nomines might do.
What will be the position of the directors and shareholders when a public

2. m,
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service company goes into the hands of the Government ? They will be ren-

_dered unable to do anything as thoy will be:ousted from the concern. All
this cannot be called incidental. - Unfortunately, Malik Barkat Ali‘ig not
in bis seat at the moment ; atherwise I would have drawn higd attention to
clauge 6. The Irish judgment has absolutely no bearing on the present
case, absolutely no besring and I make bold to say that I »m prepered to
rely on that ruling.. If it was a mere incidental interference with the
Mmanagement of a company, no ohjection. could have been raised. . But
here, the Government iz there, its nominees are there, the whole of the
Indien Companies Act is suspended.. All the statutory provisions are
suspended. Directors are rendered ineapsble to earry out the provisions
of the Indjan Companies Act. I may tell this House that under the
Indian Companies Act, it is necesssry that general meetings of the company
should be held at least once inevery calendar year. The Act lays down that
if the directors fail'to hold a general meeting once at least in every calendar
.yesr, they are liable to certain penalties which are very heavy. Then,
Bir, under a particular section of the Indian Companies Act, I think under
section 181, it is obligatory for the directors to prepare s Balance Sheet
avery vear and send a copy of it to every shareholder. This honourable
Government has nof realized the effect or the implications of ¢his Bill.. If
“they would have realized the implications of this Bill, even they perhaps
with all their reputation, would not have undextoken, legislation of this
.nature. I would, therefore, submit that my objeetion is perfectly walid,
Malik Barkat Ali said that there was nothing in the Aet which said that.the
regulation shall not vest in the directors. He says that the Bill does not
gay that. .dt does mot in so many words. It simply provides that the
whole -furniture, the other property of the firm and everything that the
sompany possess shall automaticslly psss ta the Goyernment and it is the
Government that will carcy on its buginess. ‘What will be left for the divectors
to regulate ? Then, Sir, as I pointed out, it will not be for a day or two.
Emergency -does nat 1ast so jong, the danger of breakdown does not last
very long, Acgording to the Government it may last for six montbs, then
-another 6 months, then anotber six montbs and then another six months.
In this way two years would pass away. Then they will stop for three
deys and then again adopt the same procedure. What is there to prevent
the Government from passing such orders ? My submission, therefore, 1s
that such a Bil) should not be allowea to proceed. .

My loneurable friend Malik Barkat Ali said that Mr. Speaker is not
a court of law. il may tell him that Mr. Speaker is not & mere woodpn chair—
though we always say ‘‘the Chair’. - Mr. Speaket is supposed to be a con-
soious and conscientious ana intelligent being. He is not a mere wooden
ohair which is not ¢apable of-exercising-any judgment.- My submission is that
it 15 for you to-regulate the proceedings of the House. It is for you to cee
that the time of the House is not wasted on Bills which are outside the pro-
vinee of this Legiglature. It is for you to see that the meney of the pro-
vinee iz not wasted dver idle, futile—not to speak of misehievous—Ilegisla-
tion. Tt -is for you to-see that oniy proper measures are brought before
the House. They say that some electricity supply company may mis
bohave and may stop supplying elestricity and so on-and so forth. I have
noticed that in the Flectricity Act there are provisions which take cognisance
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-of such failures and expose the management of eleetrie supply companies
to all sorts of penalties if they are found guilty of negligence or of any deli-
berate mischief which may consequently lead to failure of electric supply.
There is & provision for that, Why take up this measure ? There are
-cartain other motives, which it is not the time to refer to, why this Bill is
being brought forward. I cannot refer to them now because vou will say
that I should not impute motives. But they are ag clear as the day. Why
ara these electrie supply companies in the Provinee being pursued like this ?
‘We all know the reason. Anyone whoisa party to this Bill will be a
party to encroachment on the rights of these private limited companies,
yrivate in the sense that they are non-official, otherwise they ere all public
limited companies. But I would not go into meotives at the moment, I
would leave it to people’s imagination, conjectures and guesses. They can
«engily arrive at their own conclusions but my submission is that so far &5
tha Speaker of this House is coneerned, it is his saered duty to see that no
improper Bill is brought before this House. Snpposing by some mistake
@ private Bill is allowed to be introduced and that private Bill is on the very
face of it absurd end ulire vires, 0.2., it requires that the Punjab Governnent
should take possession of the Peshawar district because beautiful water-
melons, apples, peaches and other fruits grow there in Tarnab Valley, that
Possession at least of the Tarnab Valley must be taken.—(Laughier).—Ii in
such a case somehody gets up and says that this is beyond our jurisdiction,
will you say, **No, I have not the power”? Will you say, “It is for the
Peshawar people to go to a court of law and have an adiudisation by the
court 2 On the contrary you will say, “I am not going to allow this pro-
position to be discussed by the House, 1t is improper on the face of it”, you
would put your foot down and save the time of the House and also the money
of the Provines. It iz exacily the same thing here. My submission is that
if you are astually convinged—if you do not agree with me it is a different
matter—and if yvou sgree with me that this Bill is ultre vives, then there is
nothing in the Aet which pravents you from ruling that the Bill i ultre
vires. It is quite true that you are not a court, but that is in the sense
thet your judgment will not be final, The Government can go to a court
of law or other people can go to a court of law and they can have an
adjudieation but certainly it iz for you to regulate the procedure in this
House and to see that the debate is held on & proper subject whisi: is within
the jurisdiction of this House. My friend Rai Bahadur Lala Soban Lal
has just pointed ovt that if an electricity supply sexviee fails, it is open to
the Government to cancel its licence and give 1t to somebody else in whom
they have better trust. So that argument advanced by the Honourable
Premier really had no force whatsoever. I pointed out generally that in
the Electricity Act there are provisions which can prevent abuse vf power
or negligénce on the part of the management, I woyld not go into the
snerits again and I would only pray that if you actually agree with me that
the Bill is wulira vires, then there is nothing in the Government of Indis
Act to prevent you from saying so and throwing it out and telling the
Government to take what other course their legal advisers may advise
them to take. I thank vou very much.
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Advocate-General : The honourable member has referred to clauses
6 and 7. He says that because there is this provision of the transfer of
property to Government, therefore, it is a law which regulates the affairs
of a company. I snbmit that there is fallacy in that argument, If you
take over a company even permanently, you are not regulating the affairs
of that company. (Hear, hear). Supposing 8 company is acquired by Govern-
ment compuldorily. There is no question of regulating that company. Re-
gulation means that there should be amendment of the company law. It
is mot an amendment of the compsny law. The company Iaw remains
where it is. All that happens during the peried during which the Govern-
ment exercise control of the company, is that they earry on its affairs. It
i5 not a law with reference to regulation.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Is it irregulating 2.1 shall tell hinx
what it means if he would give way for a moment. I gave two.
instances at least that under the Indian Companies Act a meeting of
the Company mmst be held every calendar vear. The directors are
bound to call that meeting. The directors are required to publisk a
balanse sheet. It is the statutory duty of the directors. They are driven
out, tie hooks, documents and everything has been taken away
from them. Can they then do these things? If they cannot do these-
things, then the regular work of the corporation is irregularised. No one-
i¢ capable of doing that. That is what I meant, whether, if this Bill is not
giving powers to the Government to regulate, is it not giving them powers
b0 irregulate and irregularise everything which is required to be done by
the Indian Companise Aet. Irregularisation may be considersd. regulsrisa--
tion though it would be bad regularisation.

Advocate-General : The mere fact that certain provisions of the-
Companies Aet may not be capable of enforcement against the directors,
or that thay may not be able to hold a mesting would not be regulating
their affairs. Regulating their affairs is & very different thing. As to the-
question of regulating somebody else’s affairs, the law says, ‘‘You shall
proceed in sush a manner”. I am giving an extreme example. Supposing
a eompany, which exists, is compulsonly acquired by the Governmant.
Naturally it will ¢ease t0 exist. That will not be a law with reference to
regulation of the companiss. That is perfectly clear from the provisions
of the Governrent of India Act. Thete is section 299 about the compulsory
acquisition of industrial undervtakings. It says that compensation must
be given and it says that neither the Federal nor a Provincial legislature-
shall liava power to make any law without giving compensation. It means
that mn other respests the Provinsial Government has the power.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : They are in the position of a buyer,.
only compulsory buyers. Company or corporation does not cease to-
exist.

Advoecate-General : Therefore, taking over the operation
permanently is not regulaktion, That is the argument of the honourable
member. He says, ‘look at your Bill, it says that the Government
ean take over for a temporary peried.” That does mnot mean that
it would be regulated by the Government, Of course, by regula«
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tion it would mean - the smendment of the law governing a com-
pany, but that is not the case here. Therefore, I sabmit that, as I
read this Bill, it remsins a law with respest to electricity and it is not a
law with respect to regulation of the affairs of the company. It certainly
is not a law with respeet to matters mentioned iv List I. T may also mention
that this power ¢an be exercisod by provinces. I do not know whether
any other province has exercised this power. But if the Hougse wishes to
eXorcisa this power— 1 am not “speaking on the merits of the Bill—
wantg this Bill to be passed, the power to pass that legislation should not
hastily be given up. If it is not clear that the province does not possess
the power t0 pass a legislation it should be lett to the Federal Court to decide
finally whether this legislation is competent or nof sompetent. -

_ Minister for Public Works (The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayab
Tiwana) : Sir, I had no mind to make a speech. As far as the legal aspect
of the case is conserned you have heard both sides. Al I want to say
further is that during the course of his remarks, Doctor Sir Gokul Chand
went on to say that this Bill had been brought forward with certain spectal
motives. -I can assure him that' thers areé no other motives behind this
motion except to save the public from inconvenience and trouble in case
of an emergency. I repudiate the insinuation that anything else was
meant. “In ¢ass of a threatened breakdown of a utility service it is essential

for the Governmeni to have powers t0 prevent this in time,

.The second point which T want to make is that Doctor Sahib went on
to stata that under this Emergency Bill the powers taken are for six months
in every case. I c¢an assure him that if the. emergency ends afier one day
the notice will be withdrawn afterone day. DBut only to.meet axtrome cases
a peried of six montbs Das heen provided. If the emergency inan
extrems case continues after six months or more the maximum period
provided is two years. Then in the same strain the honourable member
<aid that this measurs was intended 6o take over the company perpetually
becuuse there is & proviso thai the maximum period during which such
orders may continue in force at any one time shall not exceed two years.
My subuiission is that this Bill ,;would be of gieat use to the future
Goverpment ot all times. The Selsct Committee had, therefore, put in the
words ‘at any one time'. Suppose there is & default, onee the order has
been passed it will vemsin im force for six months. After that if defanlt
by that company continues, these powers can be utilised and the period
of control extended to two yeas. Bub it is only at any one time that
action can be taken. If, however, the emergency occurs again after
somelime, it would be possible to take action If the words suggesied
by the select committee are retumed: Otherwise a fresh mensure would
be necessary. Then again, it was stated that if the company ig taken
over temporarily, it is likely to suffer damage. Wa have provided
compensation. If you look at the provisions you will find that
compensation clause is there and if any loss occurs to  the company it
will by entitled to due compensation. This Bil is merely meant to
prevent inconvenience and general discomfort te public by default of
such companies or other emergoneios which are enumerated in the Bill. Tt
wad asked why Government should not use the powers under the licence
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a8 provided in the Ind ian Electricity Act. We have oxamined the
position and as the members of the seleet committee know, we did-—
not find the existing powers adaeguate. That iz why this Bill has been
found necessary. You will remember that a particular emergency arose
when the necessity for this sort of law was reslised. So this Bill would
‘be-very useful for the future if such an emergency ever recurs.

~ Before I olose my remarks I would like to appesl to you, as it was
‘poittted out by my honourable friend, Dr. Sir Gokul Ohand Narang, that if
you rule tha measure to be ulira vires, of tho Assombly, there is no remedy
open to Government. You are the sustodian of the rights and powsrs of
this House. Therefore I appesl to you to give due consideration to the
atguments advanced on behalf of Government and hold the Bill 6o be tnira
wires, If any party is adversely affocted by your decision can go to the
-oivil sourt or the Federal Court and get its grievances redressed. Before
.you give your final ruling, 1 would again make an ecarmest appealta you
not to hold the Bill uitre vires, bogauge it i3 in the public interozt that
this law should be passed. Therefore, in public interest I would ask you
to take all these matters into considaration and rule that this Houss has
ithe power to pass this Bill. It is in the public interest and solely in the
public interast that the Government has ooma forward with this messure. -

Mr. Speaker : The objection taken by the Honourable Dr. Sir Gokul

{hand Narang is important as well as diffiouls ; I have had no previous
notice of i6. 80 I will give my ruling after studying the point and dis-
wussing it informally with the learned membars of this House who hava
taken part in the discussion.
The Asgembly then adjourned Kl 12 noon on Phursday, 4h Decomber,
1941, -

109 PLA—#92-13—2-42—BGFP Luhore.
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
EIGHTH §ESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE
Seo. .7 ASSEMBLY.. T

Thiidey, 4 Do, 198

o L
| The dosembly mot in the Assembl Chondber dt 12 nbom'of the ok " Mr.
Speaker in the Chair. _

_STARBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. .
BOOKS AND JOURNALS BANNED BY (OVBRNMENT. B
*7719. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the Honourable Promier be
Pleagad to state. the names and number of'books and:jontnals banned -by
" the Punjab Government from 1st April, 1987, to 26th Pebruary, 1941 ? - -

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Say od, Amind Alj-8hah) > ixteen

books and 54 journals were proscribed. It is not in the public interest
to disclose their names.

ey _ A
' . "+ Mg. Dina Narm. ' .
. *7736. Sandar Moola Singh +- - Will'.the Honourable Premier be
pleased bo state— . : - - ' :

(@) whether it is & fact that the month of Mr. Dina Nath was shut
with a handkerchief and he was foreibly removed from the
dais on the 18th February, 1941, in Dasuha when he was about
to offer satyagraha. by shouting anti-war slogans and he was
also beaten by the police and members of the Civie Guard 3
if 50, the reasons for the same ; . -

(b) whether it is also a fact that on the same day the local police and

- Civie Guards lathi-charged the peaceful gathering of people
who had come to listen to what Mr. Dina Nath had to say ;
if 50 the reasons therefor ¢

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Ssyed Amjad Ali Shah) : The
- answer to both parts of this question is in the negative, but I may add that

the arrest was opposed by a disorderly crowd who tried to rescue the arrested
person from police custody by show of force, and the police were compelled

to arrest seven other persons, who weré the ringleaders in the attack upon
the police.

SarpAR Hazars Sivew anp 84RDAR TARA Smnom, "

*7852. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable
Promier be pleased to state— :

(¢) whether it is a fect that Sardar Hazars Singh of village Kala and

Bardar Tara Singh of village Narla, district Lzhore, who

were serving in Hong Kong British Police until 8rd March,
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fR. B. L. Gopal Das.]
1941, had been brought to the Punjab under police custody -
 and detained under Rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules ; . .
(b) whefltick it is'6 fact thut ‘thby ate at présent bbing dbtaindd in the
Lahore Central Jail and are being_ treated as ‘C’ class prisoners ;-
{¢) whether it is a fact that these prisoners have recently submitted
a representation to the suthorifies that they should be treated
like Deoli Detenus and be given better elasses ; if so, the action
taken or intended to be taken thereon ?

Parlinn_untalfly" Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): - (a)

Yes,

{b) Yes : their diet is as prescribed for ordinary prisoners.

(¢) There are no classes under the Punjab Security Prisoners Rules, .
all are treated alike except in the master of diet. - The applications of these
two persons for special treatment were rejected. S e

Sardar Lal Singh : Are-all these people being treated as C class-
prisoners ? . Co : S A

Parliamentary Private Yecttary ¢ Thers® are  iwo and they
are being-treated as C class prisoners, - T

Sardar Lal Singh : Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware that these
people are educated people and havg been outside India ? '

Parliamentary - Private Secretary: I sm sware that they were-

constables in the Hong Kong Police. Iam not aware of other things.

Sarpar Usacear SiNgm Binea.

#7858. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable -
Premier be pleased to state— : '

(a) whether it is a fact that Sardar Ujaggar Bingh Bilga, a security
prisoner, now confined in the Labore Central Jail, became
seriously il in July last and was sent to Mayo Hospital for-
treatnent . '

(b) whether it is a faet that the jail authoritie of both the Tahere -
and Montgomery Jails recommended his release forthwith ;

(¢} whether it is also a Tact that he has submitted an application to-
go out on parole for sometime for private treatment ;

'(d) what orders the Government contemplate to pass in his case ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (S8ayed Amjad Al Shab): (e)-
Yes,

@) No. Only the Superintendent, Lahore Central Jail.
{¢) Yes, in May lazt,
(d) Government considered and rejected his request.
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Porzoe SraTioNs N TR PAEPATTAN S'UB-D‘NIQION """ m:; el

]

- *718%0.. Miun Saltan- Malunrml Hotmm: WﬂL the. Honourable
Mmister for Public Works be pleased to state— ©

- (8) whotherit is s fact that it was the practice since long that except
‘one or. two police stations ¢ the ‘Pakpattan Bab-Division
all the poh_ce stations were atﬁsched to tha Wmtes at Pak-

" pattan ;

b whether it ig o fact that now about_ ﬁve pohee stat tions of l?ak-
pattan Sub-Dmmn and * “attached ts thel Mgt
Montgomery ;

ey () what circumstonces have led to this extraordm&r} cha.ngf Y

(@) whether it is a fact that this change is heavily aﬁ’aotmgﬂw
purse of the public and is caasing them great inconveniende of
long journey and waste of time ; o

(¢) what _gteps the, Government mtends to taka f;ﬂ removﬂﬂ this.
diffiulty of the public? . .

Parlamentary Secretary (makh Paiz Muhammad) (’a) ‘N 0.
(®) Yes.

(¢), (d) and ( ». Do not arise. S
‘ .. ‘ 2
Bmm OF THE USH OF THE PUNJ&B Umvn wmﬁ’ﬁm rolﬂrm?
5. Rapaa KrismNan.. : el

*7732. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the Honourable Mlmater of
Education be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is & fact that Sir 8.° Radh Emhnﬁn f—"?’me-
Chancellor of the Benares Universily,. was-refuadﬁxﬂb use
of the University Hall by the University suthorities to s
gtudenta when he visited Liahore in the third wook of Febru-
ary, 1941 ; .

I

- (b) if 90, the reagons for the same ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye- {a) No such request was
made by Sir Radha Krishnan.

(b) Doss not arise,

ARRANGEMENTS FOE TEACHING Punsasr (GURMUKRI) To
ADULTS IN ADULT 80HOQLS.

*7805. Captain Sodhi Harmam Singh: Will the Honourable
Minister of Edueation be pleased to state—

{a) the arrangement that has been made by the Government to

teach Punjabi (Gurmukhi} to the adults in the adult schools;

(b) the names of the books printed in Punjabi (Gurmukhi) for educats
ing the adults and the number of copies of each of these books
printed ;



70 PUNJAD LEGISLATIVE assEMBLY. [ 47m Dpc. 1941

L]

' ain Sodhi Harnam Singh. . _
0ozt {c) the 'nainﬁb'f the bgoollsé printed in Urdu and Hindi, respectively,
& and the number of the capies of bach of such books printed ;
(&) the number of tho teachers engaged for adult education and the
Ce number .of those among them who teach Punjabi (Gurmukhi) ;
~ -." {8) the tots] number of the adults who have passed the prescribed
.- . . - . examination and obtained certificates; and the number of
those out of them who have received certificates for having
L learned Punjabi (Gurmukhi) ?

The .. Homourable Mian Abdul Haye: (a) The anti-iiliteracy
campaign was started with effect from May, 1988, and the work was carried
on by voluntary effort. Books are supplied by the Department free of
cost to all adult centres which are open to all communities, and each adulb
in given thé tullest freedom in learning the language of his choice.

B - Copies.
(b) Pandra Paurian . e .« 85,000
(e 1o Teki-Chabi =~ .o o .. .. 93,000
2. Qaida-i-Urdu, Yamini .. . - .0 165,600

8. Qaida-i-Urdu, BediShiv8ingh .. . .. 30,000,
4. Urdu-ka-Asan Qaida, Abdul Ghani Asghar .. 60,000

5. Qaida-i-Hindi e . .. 35,000

(d) 22,554 and 762, respectively. '

(¢) 67,151 and 10,072, respectively.

Sardar Lal Siagh: May I know whether it is a fact- that the aid
which used to bo given by the local bodies has besn diécontinued for this
parpose ? : - : :

Minister : No.

- Saxdar Lal Singh : Isit still continued ?
: Minister : No aid was ever given for this eampaign.

‘Sardar Lal Singh : The district boards used to help people who ook
part in this work.

i : I am not aware of that. The grants-in-aid are given by
local bodies for primary edueation and vernacular education.

ExrForceMENT oF Pure FooD Acr.

*7880. Chaudhri Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state the names of the Distriet Boardz, Mumicipal
Boards, 8mall Town Committees, Notified Areas and Cantonment Boards
where the Pure Food Aet has not so far been enforced with the reasons
for not doing so ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: A statement showing the
names ot the District Boards, Municipal Boards, 8mall Town Committees,
Notified Areas and Cantonment Boards where the Punjab Pure Food Act,
7929, has not so far been enforced is laid on the table,

~ The Act is not obligatory but elective. Every effort is being made to
persuade thase logal bedies to apply the Aet to their respective areas volun-
tarily in consonance with the local circumstances.
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEHRS.
Statemendt. ke
. . . ,‘\ 1 ' '
. Disivict Boards. S
Karml. ' B, Amritsar, AT
imla. 8, Sheikhupura. y
Jullondar. 9. Jhang. | '
Lahare, n
Hunicipal Comitlees.
Hansi, 13. Urmar Tapda.
Sirsa. 14, NaEodsr.
Bmﬁmmm 15. Phillsur.
P! - .%.Nummm- -
alwa, o 17. Bangs.
Fﬁ:ﬁur-Jhirks. 18, Zira.
Hodal, . 19, Abohar.
Ballabgarh. C20, Baghbanpum-cm]ihogwal.
Faridabad. i S
Shahabad. <22 ]i‘fmim"bad. ; r -
Kasumpti. 23. Hafizabad,
Hoshiarpur. .
Small Town Committecs.
Jalthal, 433. Dasks,
Kalanwali, 34, Mitranwali.
Mandi Dabwaii 35. Bagowaln.
Mehm, 36, Sambrial.
Hidayatpur Chhaoni. 37. Bhopalwala,
Sohana, 38. Sahowsls.
Fartukhnagar. 39, Jamke, .
Pundri. 40, Chowinds.
Kangra. 41, Kalaswals
Nurpur. 42, Kila Sobha Singh,
Garhabankar, 43. Baddomalhi,
Gathdiwala. 44, Daud, ;
Hatians. 45 Sankhatrs, ,
Jatjon. ﬁ.&ﬁmﬂ,s n.
Khanpur. 47, Qila Didar Sing
Miant. 48. Sohdra,
Sham Chaurasi. 49, Bangls,
H?] ?{%ﬂ$$hwm.
walpur, 5. K
Dha.mnl:kot. 52, Shahkot,
échhga. 58, %hadiul.
Sur Singh. 54. Nurpar.
Khudian. 85, Atbgok,
Padban §6. Makhad. . o
Kot Ral But.a Mel-cum-Azamabad, 57. Lalian.
Ram Das. 58, Ahmadpur Sial, -
Sultanwind. 5%. Jalaipar Pirwala.
Srigobindpur, 60, Tulamba. i
Fatehgarh. 61. Kabirwala.
TRl 85 RoatporSasdat.
Dhariwal, - B3, .
Qadian. 84. Jatol. _
Notifad Avea Commitiess, S o .
Fatehabad. 9. Jalalabad.
Nuh. 10, Maridke Mandi.
Hathin, 11, Harai Alamgir,
Karnal Civil Station. 12, Dhok Hayat, -
Kaithal Mandi. . 13. Burew ,
Anan . t - 14 Vehari, .
. Bucho Mapdi. - © - 18. LTodhran, - - e
18. Dunyapur.
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" Contonment Boards.
1. Ambsla Cantonment, 9. Amritsar Cantonment.
2. Kaszaali Cantonment, 10. Dalhousie Cantonment.
3. Dagohai. 11. Bakloh Cantonment.
4, Sabathn, 12, Muiree Cantonment..
5. Jutogh. ] 13. Campbellpur Cantonment,
8, Dharmsala Cantonment. 14, Multan Cantonment.
7. Jullondur Cantonment, 15. Jhelum Cantonmeng,
8. Ferozeporz Cantonment,

COLOURIZATION OF BANASPATY GHEE.

*7881. Chaudhei Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister for
Education be pleased to state whether he has ever considered the neeessity
for the preparation of the colour, to be mixed in the Banaspati ghee, in the
Punjab ; if 50, the efforts so far made in this direction ? :

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : If is not clear what colour
i8 roferred to. If Oil Orange K is meant the reply is as under :—

0il Orange E, the colour to be mixed with Banaspati ghee in the Punjab
is produced by direct coupling of Diazo-benzene chlorides with B Naphthol
both of which are coal tar derivatives. As no industry at present exists
in India for the manufacture of coal tar dyes the prescribed colour cannob
be manufactured here. ’

"RESOLUTIONS.

MRABURBS T0 COPE WITH VICIOUS ACTIVITIES OF MISCHIEVOUS
BELEMENTS.

Mr. E. Few (Anglo-lﬁdian) :  Sir, I beg to move—

In view of the ¥ocent developments in the intetaational sitration and the possibility
of misohievous elements in the population secking to create panic or public
alarm or promote communal strife with o view to advance their own perverse
objects this Aesembly utges upon the Government to adopt effective adminis-
trative measures to cope with the vicious activitics of thesc eloments and, if
neceasary, to take further powers by means of passing such fresh legislation
e it may conaider desirable.

8ir, in moving this resolution there is no necessity of a speech in justifica-
tion, as it is itself self-explanatory. The Empire is engaged in a life and
death struggle for its existence, but under the garb of non-violence and non-
embarrassment the life of the country through subterraneous channels is
being poisoned. Only this morning I read an item of news to the effeet
that the Madura municipality refused to entertain technicians for war
effort. Burely this is non-embsrrassment in the real sense! These un-
fortunate and misguided people, carry on subversive activities to frustrate
the efforts of the Empire to the ¢hallenge for its very existence ; they go about
carrying out their nefarious activities becanse they know that their safety
is assured by the might of the British Navy whieh stands sentinal of the
seas and through the hlood of the Punjabis mingled with others of the
Empire that bars the way on land. Is this the time that we should send
them encouragement and appreciation of their efforts, or should we go about
trying to dissuade the efforts that are being put forward by them ? Do we
want Punjabis to be looked on asmen or as cowards ? We find here that
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D ythip._g possible is being done to disszade people from war effort.  As I
“have already <:§91&_',tql.,th'ip_resolution is self-explanatory and I will not tire
_the House by saying snything more except that none are so blind as thdse

~ “that do not wish t¢ sed. B S Lo Lo

- 1 Mr, Speaker ;. Resalution meved—

+ + In view of the vogent developments in the internationalsituation sand the possibility
“: p  of ‘mischievous eleniente. in the populstion seeking to create panic or publit
or promote commupal strife with a view to advance. their own perverse
objects, this Awexnbly urges upon the Government to adopt effective admipis-
trative moasures 4o-vope with the vicious sotivities of thome elemeuts and, it

.Deoessary, to take inirther powers by pasaing such fresh legialation as it may
considet. desirable, o i _

Sardar Santokh Singh (Fastern Towns, 8ikh, Urban): Sir, the

. "honourable mover of the resolution has made out no case whatsoever for
giving enhanced powers to the Government which this resolution eontem-
plates. - It was ineumibent ox him to show whether any crime or any parti-
~eular olass of erime was’ going unpunished and that the Government under
the present law was unable o eope with it or that there was any emergoncy
for the enhamced powers which the Government seeks to obtain by means
i -of this resolution and eventually by legislation. My submission is that
‘10 gade- Whatsoever has been made-out for any fresh powers. - The law of
the land coupled with the Defence of India Rules is sufficient to cope with
any emergeney that may arise and I again say that it"was incumbent upon
the mover to prove by facts and figures in what way, if any, has any crime
gona uhpunished, To xiy mind-the position iz elesr. The additional
- power which this Government wants to have i3 just to curb the Opposition
and to gag thom. Government had ample powers before and they have
been using thety always to. the best of their advantage.  To give them
more powers would he suieidal.  The record of this Government, this party
‘Government, has nat-heen above reproach ; they have been administering
" the province purely from party points of view .snd have been misnging
the powers, which they possessed. The morale of the executive has already
fallen on account of the interforence at the hands of porliamentary seeretaries
.and parliamentary private seeretaries. Most of the officers aze not able to
raise their heads and they, accept the beheste of the Goyernment-aven in
small matters. Many things are being done in the ann?;Z of the Premier
_without perhaps the Premier heing aware of therh. - Jléﬁ%gld' b3 exPected,
-and there is perhaps nothing extracrdinary for a party Government to rule
- from the points of view of the party alone. It is, therefore, VEI'Y Necessary
- that we muat weigh the situation very carefully in all:ité. sppiects before
‘giving any frosh, power to the Government. Instances have come to light
~where writien orders were served on the members sending thiir resignations
from the marketing committees that they will be deali with this way and
that ; that civil proceedings will he taken agadngt sheny ;. thad thaix sgenciea

%ill be taken away and s0 on, and all this for what fault? For heving
dared to.send resignation from the mirkeling committess] = I have gob
copies of such written orders and in course of time I will read them belowe
the House. Again, sir, instances hgve come to light. where names of the
péople have been remaved, from. the liat of Durbaris for the simple reason
thet they %ok part in the Marketing: agitation. Let them remove their
-ngmes by all means. That is no concern of mine. But such responsible
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[S. Bantokh Singh.}

officers as Commissioners of divisions have passed writién orders to the effect
fhat to take part in agitation against legislative measures of the Government
amounts to disloyalty. If the Premier wants I can prove what I say, as 1
have got copies of such orders.  To my mind, sir, taking part in the agitation
against, leglslatwe measures of a govarnment is an unebjectichable thing ;.
and everybody is at perfect liberty to do 80 in a constitutional manner. I
do not mind their removal from the list of Durbaris, but the fact that written.
orders are given by the Commissioners to the effect that taking part in
- marketing agitation amounts to disloyal conduct, shows the way in which
laws of the land are being admiristered in-the regime of this Government,.
which calls itself a representative Government and how these powers are
being misused. , The facts being as they are, Government shéuld.be well
advised to prove before the public the special need for these fresh powers.
Is it or is it not a fact that the lJaws of the land as they exist at present are
sufficient to cope with any situation that may arise 2 If they are so, I really
fail to understand the object of this inspired resolution, It is not a private
member’s regolution ; it is a resolution that comes from the Government ;
it is an ingpired resolution and from the facts in my possession I can prove
what 1 say. I for one fajl to understand what made the Government feel
- the necessity for these powers without. which the administration of the
provinee was suffering. In.fact influential people with nationalist views
are being treated as detenus for a very long time without their being
‘brought before any court of law and if Government has already such vast
powers, what do they need more powers for.? The resolution as it is worded
says—

AN the possibility of muoh.levous sleménts in the populition seekmg o create

pani¢ of public alarm or promote tommunal strife,........

It is therefore such people who have to be dealt with by tha new powers
whieh this Government contemplates to have,  In this conneetion, sir,.
I may take the libérty of pointing out that if there has been any communal
strife, this Goverpment has been more responsible for that than any
. other section of the public. I you look at the speeches that the Ministers

of the Government have been making in villages—

Mr. Speaker : Please do not bring in Ministers.

Sardar Santokh Singh: As communal strifo is being diseussed

- I am perfectly within my rights to say as to who is responsible for it. I
_am jnstified in pointing out that- Ministers—
Mr., Speaker : Ihave no objection to the honourable momber saying -
- anything relevant, subject, of course, to the rules of this House, The
eondaet of Minisiers cannot be dl‘itﬂlSSBd exeept by a sabstantive motion.

That is all.

Sardar Santol!h Singh: I am not’ discussing the condunet of the
Ministers. I am simply refernng to the effect of the gpeeches that the
Ministers have heen making in ‘their touts. Tt is bemg said that a certain
section-of the public is responsible for the position that we are drifting
“t0. . My reply to thid is, that it is ohiefly the result of the spéeches that some
of the members of the Government have themaelves been making, whilst
out on tour at p‘ub]le expense I will leave ‘it a£ that a8 T simply wanted to-
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point out that it is the Government more than anybody else who is respon-
» sible for the present state of affairs. :

Sir, instances were brought to the notice of the Assembly where letters
wera sent to the Magistrates by Parliamentary Secretaries, Private Pariia-
mentary Secretaries and others telling them to go a partieular way in the
matter of decisions of one thing or the other. There is a section of the
people who are politically opposed to this Government. To my mind,

- it 18 clear that the only idea, thé only motive with which this Government
secks to take fresh power is to gag this section of the people and gag the
opposition.  The opposition in the Assembly after the withdrawal of the

- Congress Party has become very weak. From 60 in number it has been redue-
ed 10 20. Interests of the publie are suffering and they are being harassed.
With this additional power, which the Government seeks te take, it wants
to gag all opposition both in this House and in the province outside, so that
it might have things all its own way. ' For these reasons I oppose this
rosolution with all the emphasis that I can command.

Premier (The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan): Sir,
1 was surprised to hear the somewhat vigorous speech of my honourable
friend the Leader of the Opposition. I personally was ander the impression
that we were going to diseuss this resolution on merits, and within the [imits
of the resolution itself. But I am sorry that my honourable friend has
read into this something which does not exist, and which I think the mover
of the resolution does not want. I may tell him that so far as the Govern-
ment is concerned we have ample power to deal with any situation. If he
had not entered into the debate at this early stage and had allowed some
other member from the Government side to explain the position, his speech
would have been in a different tone. He has unnecessarily brought 1n the
Marketing Act, because he is direetly affected. 1 know that there are
people who say in their speeches that this Pakistani Government has brought
in this meagure to crush the Hindus. e cannot deny this. His colleagues
have said o, he himself has said 5o, But, my honourable friend is perfectly
aware that the Marketing Act is meant to affect the provines as a whole:
I1 it benefits the zamindars, it benefits all samindars whether Hindus, Mus-
lims or §ikbs. If it hampers any one it hampers all alike.  All will be
affected by-this measure. I think it is perverse eriticism to desoribe any
of these measures as communal measures.. :

. Sardar Santokh Singh : I have never connscted Pskistan with the
Marketing Act. : :

Premier : The honourable member has just said that Ministers give
publicity to the view of the Government with regard to this measure. He
has just suggested this and now he denies it. 1 may agsin point out that
Government consider that this measure is not communal but economic
and for the benefit of the whole province. '

Sardar Santokb Singh: What I said was and T repeat it that.I
never connected Pakistan with the Marketing Act.

Premier : The honourable member in his speech o fow minutes ago
criticised the Ministers for creating. commmnal bitterness beeause of the
Marketing Act. Can he deny thak ?. [ suggest that he might correct this
impression when he gets the report of his speech. -
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[Premier.) :
This resolution as I gathered from the speech of the hononrable mover
49 merely meant to ensure that if mischief-mongers try to create tronble
they may be suitably dealt with. My honourable friend the mover of the
regolution wants to impress on Government the need for effective action
-against all those who may try to create mischief or communal strife.  Does
my friend Sardar Santokh Singh deny the need for such caution 9 Surely
he canriot mean that action should not be taken against mischief-mongers,
On the eontrary I believe that my honourable friend will be at one with the
mover of the motion in pressing Government to take strong action against
those who stir up ¢commanal strife in the province, In his calmer moments
my honourable friend will reslise that he was unjustified in making his
Cirvelevant observations. I think Mr. Few deserves our thanks for bringing
this resolution in order to bring home to all that the present unfortunate
cornmunal bitterness in the provinee should be removed, if we wish to bring
about a more harmonious atmosphere. Tt is the duty of every one of us
including my honourable friend opposite—the Marketing Act and Sales
Act notwithstanding—to see to it that every possible endeavour is made
to ensure that communal harmony is not only not disturbed but is rastored
to the same happy pitch at which it stood, before the present bitterness
was aroused. T would not name any individual or party, but we all know
that Ehere are people who want to exploit communal slogans for their personal
-ends.  This class of people is oreating bitterness.  Against such people we
will use every weapon which we have in our armoury. If need be I will
-come and ask for more power, and I am sure that no one in bhis House,
whether on this side or that, will deny me that facility.

Now, my honourable friend the mover of the resolution very rightly
pointed out that we are passing through critical times and that the situation
both in the East and in the West was such that we should take stock again
of the position here calmly, with & view to 5ee how best we can further
intensify our war efforts and help our gallant soldiers on both fronts who are
risking their lives to protect this country from aggression of the Nazi and
other enemies of civilisation and of demoaracy. e cited the instances
-of Madura, where unfortunately the municipality had denied facilities in
their workshop for the training of technicians, Let me assure Mr. Few that
80 far as this provinee is concernad there is not a single individual, not &
single eommercial concern, and not 2 single workshop, whethet owned by
the central Government or the provineial Government or by private indi-
viduals, which does not provide the fullest possible facilities for traintpg of
technicians., (Hear, hear.) Irrespective of caste, creed and political differ-
ences every concern is prepared o train technical personnel. Punjab can
take legitimate pride that in spite of our political differences, it is doing its
best in the matter of supplying man power and material, and in training
technical and other personnel. I may for the information of rgy hononrable
friend, point ont—1I think he knows it already-~that even those who do not
sée eye to eye with us in matters relating to war have taken contracts for
the supply of war materials such as blankets and other arficlés of wool
manufaeture.  Thus they are helping us in onr war effort and all honour
to them for doing s0 in apite of their political differences with the British
“Fovernment. ' : . -
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Then again, my honourable friend, the mover of the resolution said
that certain people have been trying to dissuade individuals and parties
from taking their full share in the war effort. Unfortunately that is true.
Bat there again, so far as the Punjab is concerned, I believe that the fow
‘misguided  people who took up that Line at the beginning of the war have
now thought bettef of it. Some of them of course have been detained
in custody for that very reason. My honourable friend knows that the
«Government hag got power to take action against such people. Government
has used that power but very judiciously and with the greatest care! In
-order to avoid criticism it has taken some risk in not apprehending persons
who were on the border line or if there was the slightest doubt abomt the
nature of théir activities. But at the same time I can agsure my honourable
friend that the action which Government has taken hitherto has had the
desired effect, and persons who were wavering on the border line have seen
reason and have come into line with the general public opinion in the Punjab
with the result that I think we can very justly claim at the present moment
that the Punjab as a whole—of course there are exceptions to every rule—
stands unifed behind the war effort of the Government of the provines and
-of its people.  (Cheers.) That is the position, and in view of that I think
my honourable friend will agree with me that we ghould now divert our
attention more towards. avoiding eommunal strife which fortunately has
not hitherto taken any untoward turn as in some other provinces ; but ib

- might flare up at any moment. Therefore, it is the duty of every one of
us to put our heads together and see how we can remove the present unfor-
tunate communal tension in order to restore complete harmony and good
will without which, even when we achieve vietory in the war, we will not
be able t0 advance one step further unless we become one in the true sense

- of that word. T am sure that every individual, to whatever community

or party he may belong, will support Government in itz efforts to bring
about communal harmony, So far as we on this side of the Hounse are con-

-corned it js onr aim and earnest desire to bring about a cordial atmoesphere

‘a8 quickly as posggible.  Orily we want the help of every party and individual
it the House and outside, because each one of us must work-in his own

circle, a6 home, in villages, in towns, and in ofubs, schools and colleges. It is
the duty of every patriotic Punjabi to strive to his utmost for the achieve-
ment of theideal; which we have set before us. - I ean repeat the agsursnce

«on:behalf of the Government that we will be only too glad to join hands

with any party or individual, irrespective of their party or political align-
sments, to further that object. T also feel that if we put our heads together
1t may be possible for us to chelk out a line of action, at least for the daration
of the war whick would enable us to avoid controversy in other fields also.

‘Where there is & will there is & way. I do notsee why there should be any

-difficulty in pooling our resources and onergy to achieve the ideal which i8

nearest to the heart of every patriotic Indian. I for one will be prepared

10 give my fullest support to any effort to bring together the various com-

munities and to restore communsal harmony and goodwill. Let us unite

.and forget our differences, at any rate for the duration of the war. Let

ns eschew all controversios, and concentrate our energy and efforts on one

#hing and one thing alone—and that is to win this war. (Cheers.)

.. Malilk Barkat AR (Bastorn Towns, Muhammadan, Urban): I am
-reolly sorry that it should have fallen to the lot of my honourable frieac¢
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Mr. Few, to have to move a regolution of this character, the object of which
is to arm the Government with fresh powers to kill that little of liberty
which remaing in thig province. (Hear, hear.) 1 do not know whether Mr.
Few himself drafted the resolution and moved it of his own acceord or whether:
it was an accident of party discipline, viz., that the party whip asked him
t0 sign this resolution, which has placed him in this predicament.
er. E. Few: 1 take full responsibility for moving this resolution.
to-day. :
Malik Barkat Ali: I am perfectly prepared to accept what my
honourable friend says. I bhave not the least doubt that when he agreed.
to move this resolution he fully realised his responsibility in doing so. All
that I wished to know was whether the idea of this resolution struck him.
in the first instance or whether it was brought to his consciousness by the
party whip. But that need not detain us. In view of the fact that my
honourable friend takes full responsibility for moving this resclution, I
would certainly reply to the vartous arguments that he advaneed in the course:
of his speech.
Now, what did Mr. Few say ¢ He told us that the international situa-
*tion was becoming very grave and that it waa undoubtedly the duty of every
subject to help in the war effort. I am glad the Honourable Premier has-
satisfied him on that peint.

The Honourable Premier has admitted in so many words that so far as:
the war effort is concerned, the Punjab almost t0 a man stands united in
the war effort. If that is so, and if the Government has absolutely no
eomplaint to make on the score that the effort of the Punjab in the matter

* of belping in the war is being obstructed, surely it does not lie in the mouth
of any individual to come forward and say that the recent developments.
in the international situation demand that the Government should be armed
with fresh powers for the purpose of intensifying the war effort.

Premier : The resolution does not say so.

Malik Barkat Ali: Mr. Few said in the course of his speech that he
bas just to-day read of the incident of the Madura Municipality where a
resolution was moved or some attempt wag made to obstruct the war effors.
I was waiting to hear from Mr. Few those instances in the Punjab corres-
ponding to the Madura effort which might furnish him with justification
for putting forward a resolution of this character. Therefore it is clear
after the statement of the Honourable Premier that so far as the war effort
is concerned, the Punjab Government has no complaint of any kind to offer
against the people of the Punjab.

Further I would like Mr. Few to know that already the armoury of
Government is wide enough. I hope the honourable member is aware
of the fact that there is the Defence of India Act and that there are rules
under the Defence of India Act which govern every possibls activity of man.
There is no possible activity of man of whatever character which does not
fall under the Defence of India Act and Rules, and Mr. Few cannoé forget
that for the purposes of action under the Defence of India Act, whether
it is a detention for an unlimited period or whether it is an arrest of the best
and the most respected man in the provinee or the eountry, there is absolutely

e

-
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no remedy and the courts ave powerless. The Government has the powar
by lettre de eachet, as it were, to spirit away people just as they used to be
spirited away in the time prior to the French Revolution. After all what
more do yow-want ?° There is the weapon of the Press Act. Mr. Few
cannot bo unaware that this weapon of the Press Act has been used with a
‘vengeance in this provinee and that the poor men wha is the victim of the
Press Ast has absolutely no remedy. In the fivst instance, there really
«cannot be any complaint o far as the Press of the Punjab is concerned.
There is undoubtedly the most responsible English section of the Press.
*Then there is the vernacular press. This House cannot be unaware how
-certain mombers of the vernacular press ave in receipt of substantial sums
-of mohey from the public exchequer, sometimes Rs. 6,000 each, sometimes
Re. 10,000 with the lapse of each financial year. Bach press roceives a
-substantisl aid from the exchequer under the pretence of publishing
sthoroughly useless weekly editions, so b .that press has thereby shed
«away the remnani of any sting of which Government might be afraid.
Theréfore so far as the press of the Punjab is concerned, the press of the
Putijéb ic absolutely harmless. .= Then there are powers which belong to
the Director of Inforniation Bureau of withholding advertisements from any
offending paper in the province. In such circumstanees I fail to see what
.are the powers that Mr. Few asks this Government to possess.
Mr. E. Few : To deal with communal misehief makers.

Malik Barkat Al : This was reslly the bruat, the main plank,
-of the speech of the Honoursble Premjer. 1'do desire to answer this aspeet
-of the matter. Is it realised on those benches or not that communal peace
-and communal harinony cannot be brought about by legislation ? Have
they not realised this elementary proposition that in order to bring peace
-and coneord amorg a 'warring people, legislatiag is the last thing to be
resorted to 9 Do they feel if at all, that they are in earnest and sincere in
their professions for creating communal harmony ? In my opinion they
-are not, because it strikes me that the greatest foes of communal harmony
-and the greatest promoters of communal disharmony are sitting on those
:benches and it hardly befits those henches to pat forward this plea of
~communal harmony.

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan: What does the honourable member
mean by “ those benches”? Does he mean the Muslim League Party
-in the Government ¢

Malik Barkat Ali: I am so glad to learn from my honourable friend
that the Muslim League is represented on the Government benches. In.
that cagse T would like Sir Chhotu Ram to remember the faet that he is in
that position with the support of the Muslim Leagne and request him not
to forget that he should be the last man to indulge in vituperative attacks
on the leader of that party. ' ’

I would ¢o on, as I do not want to be gide-tracked from my argnment.
The Honourable Premier, sweet as he is, seems to think that perhaps sweet-
ness is the solvent of many difficulties. THe is quite right. I wish his
sweetness were really serious and earnest, but if this sweeiness is to be
used as a pretext or a pretence for arming him with powers in order that he
may take away, as he has. done in the past, most respected honourable
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members of this Assembly and people ontside this Assembly,—if eommunal

harmopy is-'to be-used as a pretext for bringing forward fresh repressive

logislation, then the sooner this pretence of comnyunal harmony i8 exposed:
om the floor of thie House, the better. .. I was sBying, hot without reason,

that the greatest-promoters of communal hatred iw-this province are sitting:
really on those benches tomy deft. I wish that-they had realised that they-
were doing the greatest disserviee to the best interests of this province..
I agree with the Honourable Premier and I assure him that there i3 not a

single man:sitting on'these benches who does not believe with all his heart

in communal harmeny. I maintain that we on this side are most in sarness

and believe in the mecessity of establishing - communal harmony, but T
must say that since-the present Government came to power, they have:
exacerbated the situation. : : :

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan: Whoare “we ™ ?

" 'Malik Barkat Ali: We only mesns those members of the House-
who are opposing this resolution.  We feel that this time of war was
the time when they should have called hush o-all controversy. Now,.
1 put to them the question: Can they pub their hands on their breasts
and say that during all these years they have not brought forward the most
controversial legislation which has thrown the provinee into the vertex.
of the bitterest agitation known ? e T

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : Halhalha !~

Malik Barkat Ali : That legislation has been passed by those benches-
and by this Government. 8ir Chhota Ram says ha! hatha! I can very
well understand his ha! ha ! ha !, because that power and that sanction
has yeb to be forged whicl will call him to account for those speeches that
he has been making throﬁghout the length and breadth of the Punjab..
He may be immune from all punishment for the time being, but.rercember,
there s 2 Nemesis working and though the Nemesis may be late in coming,
yet it will come and see that the enemies of communal peace in this provinee -
are comnpletely exterminated and rooted out. T was saying that this plea
of communl harmieny is a pretence and this Government should really
realise that communal peace cannot be brought about through the fetters
of fresh legislation. If you really believe in communal harmony, act
likewise. - What ave the powers that vou want ¢ Thers is already a section
in the Indian Penal Code—section 158-A-—which enacts that whoever
brings about hatred or attempts to promote feelings of hatred between the
different sections of His Majesty’s subjects shall inear a penalty. He-
can be prosecuted and he ean be punished. :

S0, T want to know from this Government what further powers do they
went ? Do they want powers to catch people and lock them up without
sny courts to go into the matter 2 '

Premier ; No, we do not want any more powers.

Malik Barkat Ali: If you do not want any more powers, them-
why have you asked Mr. Few to move this resolution ? ~Why are you
supporting this resolution, if you do not want any more powers ? Why
are you deceiving people in the name of communal harmony ? If you
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do not want more powers, then there is no difference between us on that
question. (Raja Ghasanfar Ali Khan: Whom' do you meanby “ ug ?) The-
honoarable members who sit on ‘those benches and mysell (hear, hear) in-
cluding those who are opposing this resolution, Itdoes not matter whether-
they belong to the Muslim Lesgue or any other.g;ﬂty. There is such a
thing -as mdividusl liberty. (Raja Ghazonfar AK Khaw : Here speaks:
a Fazlul-Haq of the Punjab}) “(Interruptions.) You ‘perhaps do not -
seem to realize what individual Lberty means. Most people have foupht
for individual liberty. That iz the issue betweon Hitier on one side and the- -
British Government on the other. You are trymg to copy- Hitler..
(Interruptions.) Even during this war, which is a life and death struggle-
for Englend, the English people, do not permit serious inroads upon indi-
vidual liberty.  You are attempting to encroach upop individual liberty..
This war is being also fought for that Iiberty. (Interruption : No.) It

may be that among other things England is fighting hecause England wants .
to retain all its possessions. Kngland does not want to lese its possessions.
But the English people are also professing to fight for hberty. (Mpy, Few::
You are not fighting for liberty.) Yes, I am, in opposing this resolution,
But if you wish to have my views on the larger question of the issue involved
in this war, T will gladly answer the question ggﬁ have put-to. me. T say
unhesitatingly that I do believe that there is & di tinetion between Hitlerism -
and the methods of Churchill, and that if I were asked to chooss, I would
certainly choose Churchill in preference to Hitler. 1 would not copy the
ways and methods of Hitler., You are undoubtedly following the method
of Hitler in asking for more powers without the check of .courts. Now
let me ask what are the powers that you want. You musi have an idea
of those powers.  Pleage tell ug that and the nature of the powers you desire.
Your powers under the Defence of India Rules are absolutely limitless, .
Your powers under the Press Act are limitless. T want to kmow what
further powers do you want ? What are the reasons given in this regolu- -
tion for asking for more powers 9 They are, namely, the recent development
in the international situation and the possibility of mischievons elements
in the population seeking to create panic or publie alarm or promote com-
munal strife with a view to advance their own perverse objects.  Well, .
assuming all these things exist, even then there are powers under the Defence
of India Rules to deal with any such situation. Mr, Few has said that all
these things exist in this Province. But the Premjer t6 & very large extent
has nullified what Mr. Few said by stating on the floor of this Mouse that

so far as the war éfforts are concerned, he is fully satisfied, and has no com-
plaint whatever.

Mr, Few: The resolution is moved with the object of acting as
deterrent to those who are likely to run wild.

Malik Barkat Ali: Mr. Few believes in tho method of deterrence, .
which he thinks will put the people right. I mugt tell him that it ig the right
of -overy man, it is the right of every body to express honestly the views
he possesses. Are Defence of India Rules not suffieient for you ? What
more powerg do you require ? I submit, sir, that this plea of eommunal-
hermony ill-fits with the method of this Governmens and with the actual
working of thiz Government. We all know what you_have been doing
for this communal harmony during the lagt four years. You cannot deceive -
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those now sitting on this side of the House. I trust they will not be deceived.
Those who are sitting on that side of the House must support you, because
most of thern have besn nurtured in the loyal faith that they must support
the men whom the Gowv has put in that position. I submit, sir,
that this resolution is undoubtedly a most objectionable resolution and it
appears that whoever has inspired this resoltion has not at all realised
its grave implications. With these words I stoutly oppose this resolu-
tion. (dpplause.}

Dr. Shaikh Muhammad Alam (Rawalpindi Division Towns, Muham-
madan, Urban) : 8ir, I eame abous the end of the discussion and the argu-
ment which was being advanced in opposition to this resolution by my
honourable friend Malik Barkat Ali, a well-known lawyer and a renowned
nationalist. Well, sir, it not only surprised me, bat it amused me to hear
his srguments both as a lawyer and as a nationalist. As a lawyer he has
fried mnsuecessfully to avoid the issue that is in this resolution. The reso-
lution, if T have read it correctly, and if I understood it correctly, not cor-
rectly in the sense as my honourable and learned friend has read. it, but in
the sense of correctness, this resolution is to prevent those people who are
certain to create panic or public alarm. Instead of arguing on the point
involved, my honourable and learned friend has gone out of his way in attack-
ing some of the spesches made outside the House by Honourable Chaudbri
Sir Chhotu Ram or some other members of the Cabinet and pointing oub
what they said outside and what they said inside the House. Professions
differ from practice not only in case of honourable members belonging to
the official benches, but in other cases alen. There are many of us—oppor-
tunists—who claim that they are communalists and that they do not want
this and that they do not want that. They will never do this and that they
will never do that. They will sacrifice all their things, even their lives for
this and for that. These are our professions in speeches outside this Chamber,
Bui so far as their practice is concerned they do as opportunists do. They
know what is the atmosphere prevailing in this country. - And in that sense, -
sir, T will submit that we are not really the ieaders of public thought,
but we are the followers of public thought. What we want is to please
the public and the masses. So, the professions of the honourable members
on the Government benches do not differ very much from the professions
of those Who are not on those benches. But I do not want to do anything
of that kind, Therefore, I submit as a lawyer that the issue before us s
the point whether it i3 necessary to stop the creation of panic or public
alarm or not. If it is not desirable, we should leave it out of consideration
and i it is desirable, then we should say, there is no question of opposition,

we will support this resolution as it has been brought in

! pom. this House whether by a member of tha Government benches
or by a member of the Opposition benches. What unfortunately happens,
sir, ag it is well known to you, to me, and to others in this House and outside
the House too, is that there is often opposition for the sake of opposition
and support for the sake of support without going into the essence of the
thing or without taking really into consideration what is the interest of the
people. We support because we have to support and we oppese because
we have to oppose. “We oppose or suppori because a cerfain resolution



A £

N T L R P T T PR B AN A e :
n&numﬁ‘ 70 tbp with $16i6vs Aéﬁwrxas OF MISCHIEVOUS ELEMENTS. 88

o idea empnates from gne pide of benehes or the othrer sidde of beehid,
This @mﬁ;pe oo oopsidarationin dapporting o oppokisig any fesohitio
o ol gy i of th rsolion o o de 0 it i s
o ite' merits, - So, the issue before us is whethar it is désirais do shép pahio
6r public alarin or hot and, When we. axe opposing it; What W ghonld také
ifito conisideration is- whether there jg likelihood: of éveation of piblic Alares
OF pauic of not. If there is 10 likelihood of this, thers is n nessity of £his
fesofution and if there 18 likelihood of this, 4here-is the ndoessity of 8 resbil-
$ion and a legislation on that point, S L

Next, my honowtable tHend ga.s disustod this rerolution in the light
of & nationalist and it “hardly’ | ehiovés dny gentleman professing to have
nadionalist fodking' not 60 dpposs créabiofi 6f communal strife. 1f thers
18 oppodition of commuinal gtrife, Wa'cdn very well say that this i mot national
ism. - Nationalismy, if at alf, meany ogpdaiﬁi_dﬁ; of communal, strife. My
friend: has been vedlly lying too'mifel étiesy o1 the poin that it is under
this pretext of somrmal harmony that thé, Governmend wants to arm
thomselves with another meéssure, 1f undor the pretext of communal har-
®ONY it is wrong to say that there should b6 Tegislation against commungl
strife, may I, with your peimissioh, with all Bumility, bring it to the noties

" of my hononvable f¥iond tihat it 1 o groatédr wrong to prevent commuynal sirife
tider the pretext of nationalism. (Hea-f, hear.) ‘That is not nationplisma,
¥t is curious for me to come forward, tdke ita protection and with this pro-
tootion éaxy, T sm' & Aationslist, and’ théestors I am opposing this resolution,
i faét it i being opposed Pecause it is’ pit fo rward Er’om the Government
benshes, nlthough the work of nationalidin, 16 ides’ of mstionalism, . the
ideology of nationalism i8 to oppose’ communal strife and not to support
demmunal strife. Then'it {s saiﬁ that there is sufficient severity in the De-
fence of India Rules framed dnder the Deferice of india Act and, therefore,
g0 tiich action can be taken under those rales. Certainly, if there is that
severity under thowe rules and under that Aet, then why say that so far as
commumaf strife is concerned, prevent it, work under that logislation and do
not work under separate legislation as recommended by this resolution,
Thig also indicates that under those riles and the Aot, howsoever those
rules and the Act may be, it is not the intention of the Government to work
those rules dishonestly under the Act whers the same ocannof be applied.
My iriend has said that Mr. Few cah be honest. I do not say what
Mr. Fow would say to that, but when taiking so perhaps the honour-
able member was looking into the looking glass by saying that he should bs
honest. TIf Mr. Few is reconithended to bb honest, I_ﬁk_ﬂﬁs.is & proof of
honesty that instead of applying the rules under the Defence of Indig Act;
he has come out with honesty that thote rules would not apply in the ciz-
cumstances mentioned in this resolution and, therefore, 1 want a new legis-
lation and that legislation is recommendad by this resolution. Therefore,
ny submssion Before you is; look at the things as they stend. - Do not. take
into dongideration personal rivalries, personal jealousies and personal attacks
on those sitting’ on thése benches or on the‘e‘eibenches_ and what .they -have
been talking ottside snd what they hiave Been talking inside, what they
have been' actusily ‘doing’ and what they Have beon really profegsing. It
doés not really sourid well and it #ill not bring shy. dignified or respectahle
dtatosplers ‘on- the' floor-of “theMotise if wo talk of snch things. What
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we should really take into eonsideration is the merits of the thing which
is before you and the merits of the thing, as a matter of fact, are not concealed.
It is all very woll 2o far as we profess; when we talk in this Assembly or out-
gide,. . The honourable member said : “I prefer the method "of ‘Churchill
to the method of Hitler”. I .do not know whether those friends who say
that they prefer the methods of: Churehill to the methods of Hitler are at all
honest in this profession and in this announeement too, becauss it suits
thom to say so. My submission is that it is really hardly intelligible to one
who possesses an iota of commonsense that to stop communal strife or to
prevent commuanal strifo is being opposed on the point of nationalism be-
cause there igsoverity of Defence of India Rules or severity under the Defence
of Indis Aet. 8o, my submission to my honoursble friend and to avery
body liere whom I give credit for possessing enfficient commonsense, is to
understand the purport and the essence of the resolution which is -before
this House, and if we use this commonsense without having much knowledge
of law and without asking much protection of nationalism, we-can at once
say that so far as tho merite of the resolution are concerned, the merits
go m sapport of the resolution. So far asz the working of the resolution
later is concerned, if wrong work is done under the protection of this reso-
lation, that wrong work can be adopied and carried under the protection
of other laws, also which are already so severs in the opinion of my friends
on thig side and I will join' with them to say that certainly to & cerfain
extent they are severe. My submission is that the wrong working can be
opposed on a different ground and not on the ground that because the
merits of & thing are good, therefore, we oppose the idea and the resolution
because the working of it will be done in a wrong way. This is not, the right
way- of opposing the resolution. Therefore, my submission is that.so far
a8 the merits of the resolution are concerned, we should all unanimously
goinfavourof it. * Thisis a resolution proventing the creabion of communal
gtrife ag far as the idea is concerned, preventing creation of public alarm
ag far as the idea iz coneerned, preventing crsation of panie among the
people when the warison so faras the idea is econcernsd. Nobody can
object to those ideas. If, the objection is to the subsequent working of
this resolution, we should then adopt a different attitude and my friends and
I and others have got the right in this House then to object to the working
when any act is done against the spirit of this resolution and not in accordance
with the resolution. Taking the regolution on its value with reference
to its merits, I think we should unanimously support it and if thers is any
opposition to this resolution or these ideas contained in the resolution, let
thero be opposition to those ideas and say that this is what we do not want,
We do not want to prevent pamic, we do not want to prevent creation of
public alarm, we do not want to prevent creation of communal strife, and,
therefore, wa oppose the resolution. I like these people who are opposing
the resolution to be honest to this Houss. We should try to rise above such
gort of pretext. If they are honest they should say that the resolution should
be thrown out bessuse thoy do not want to prevent these things, I would
like the members to be honest and say things with honesty whatever
congequences or whatever rigk they ontail, let them say that we do not
want it, wWe want panis, we want communal strife in the eountry, we want
public alarm in the country, They should say this even outside and preach
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things which may promote communal strife. Let us say thoese things frankly
and take the. risk and take.the conseguences. With these words I would
like to support the resoluiion. . e e,
- Sardar Lal Singh (Ludhiana, Central, 8ikh, Rural):  Mr. 8peaker,
much liss: béen ssid in opposition to this ‘regolution.  F:ghonld very gladly
liks' to answer the ‘pertindnt- question- asked by ‘the honourable mentber
who hag. just sat'down ss to why we are. opposing thig resolution. I should
say that we are opposing this resolution not becatse ‘of the substancs of it
but because there is a lot'of comonflage goibg ot on the floor of the House.
8incerity was nover the virtueof politiciavis. Wheh they utilize -the' time
of the House they should be sincere at least to 8 cortain extent it  thejr
motives and in their purposes. The mover of this vesolution, the honourable
Mr. Pew, failed to make - out any case whatsoever for the two main
parts of this resolution;, the war or the cominunal harmony. He spoke;
ag far es I remembar, just for three or four minutes, but he did not make
out any case a3 to what ho wanted. He did not say that war effort was
being opposed. I remember one or two words. He siraply said, ‘under the
gorh ‘of non-violence.' By that I understand that he wanted to have a
fling at the Congressites, the commander of whom has gone beyond his powers
not 10 embarrasa the British Government in any way 80 far as the. war sffort
is'conoerned. I say thatit was an unjust attack on that part of the Indian
nation to say that these people under the garb of non-violence are creating
public'’ alarm: Neither there is any violenos nor any offective oppesition
0 'the war efforts, What is going * on in this Houge, not-to-day, but for
the last one or two years 2 There is the groatest war in history so far
as higtory can recall. What has the Unionist (overnment been 'doing
regardless of the faot that India stands to be trampled ander the foot of
Hitlerism ? There has been s series of communal] legislation going on for
yearn together without any regard as to whether theso people have got any
@power, any strength in them to help in the war efforts. 'These marketing
legislations and other legislations—I do not mean to say that thess legislations
are inherently wrong, no. The worst I can #ay about them is that it ig
certainly not an opportune moment for such kind of legislation it the war
offort is expeeted from eash and overy individual. If you expect ‘help
in the wat effort, I would say that all the communities—I do not mean
communities based upon religion, but based upon  business, based upon
their calling,—thiey should all joie together and the hand which wants to
curb their feelings should be stayed so that all People can at this eritical
time divert their energies towards war effort, The Honourable Lieader
of the House has said thatsofar as war effort 18 concerned all the
Panjabis are doing their best. Very well, all the Punjabis are doing
their bost. It is also admitted that communalism does not stand in the way
of war effort. That is what the Promier has admitted. Hb said that we
have got ample powers. Very well, if we have got ample powers, what is
the use of wasting the time of this House by saying that the Government
should adopt effective administrative measnres —a very vague term in-
deed, administrative measures ? It is neither here nor there, What do you
mean by it ? Bomehow you want to foree People against their inclination or
against their eapacity to help the war effort with some effective administra-
tive measares to cope with the vieious aotivities of these misshievous

-
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elamants and; i necessary, to take further powers. The Honourable Leader
of the Houze assures us that they have gob evety-powsr. In fact they
have nob hepitated to use those powers. .All the people who were aven 'sus-

wiad that they entertain in their minds any views that would hinder war
efforts they ave saiely. behind iron bars, in Deali and other places. - The
Government even declines to answer as to how many peoplo are behind the
bars. All these people bave been locked up under the Defence of India
Act. - This is & comprehensive measure and anything and everything can
be done nnder the Defence of India Rules. Not only that, the Honourable
Premier says, ‘we do not want any powers and that communalism does not
binder war efforts’, - 1 must say then, what do you want by wasting the time
of this House:and going on with this meaningless resolution about which
1o case has been mado ont? On.the other hand, people of the most. prominent
position in this province are neither for war efforts nor are they above com-
mannalism. If war effort comes first, people would not resign from the com-
mittees appointed for war offorts. Bui people are willing to sacrifice every-
thing for the sake of ecommunalism when called upon by their leaders to do
s0. Prominent politicians should put war efforts first. But they put
communalism first. Communal leaders must be obeyed, communal feelings
xoust be respected and communalism must be placed first and war efforts
second. How do they expect us smaller people to put communalism
bohind. and bring war efforts first ? That is the whole question. If you
pecple pub communalism first and oboy commmunal leaders first and
then come here and say, do not obey communslism, put it back, then I say
shat this is just sn example of eamouflage in this Assembly, which I
think is not & proper place for such sort of political jugglery. What about.
politicians ? They can employ people, they can use peopls as they like,
and play thig game. They cen certainly say something hore and do some-
thing outside. I do not at all mean to injure anybody’s foelings. But g
I cortainly ask, how can smaller people be expected to behave better when
bigger people behave themselves go badly 2 I think no case has been made
out so far as this resolution is concerned. The Punjab is doing ite besb
a0 far ag war is concerned. War effort is not being at all hindered by com-
munslism (hear, hear). A resolution like this is simply meaningless. War
offort is not being hindered, the Punjab is doing its best. I fail to understand
the meaning of this resolution. It is out of place and should be rejected.

Khan Bahadur Mian Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani (Muzaffargerh
North, Muhammadan, Rural) (Urdw): Sir, I rise to support the reso-
ation under consideration. I am glad to find that almost every section
of the House is in sympathy with the objeet of this resolution. My learned
griend Malik Barkab Ali, however, fears that if Government is armed with
more POWErs, gueh powers may be used against the opponents of the Govern-
ment. But he has pot been able to quote even a single example of mis-
use of power by Government, in support of his contention. Government
already has vast powers under the Defence of India Rules, but even the
worst eritics of s _Govemmen_t will concede that these powers have never
been exercised unjudiciously or in a partisan spirit. Malik Barkat Ali’s
apprehensions &re, therefore, baseless and upjustified. Moreover, the
resolution under consideration does not seek to give any further powers to
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Government. It merely agks the Government to adopt effective adminis-
trative measures fo check the activities of mischief-mongers who for their
own nefarious ends create public alarm or incite communal strife as such
activities 3t the present critical juncture are likely to impede the war
offort of the provinee. The resolution further suggests the Government
to equip itself with further powsrs, if necessary, to deal effectively with
these dangerous activities. This does not necessarily mean that the exist-
ing powers of Government are inadequate. If Government wants more

powers it will have fo satisfy the House that such powers are really neces- .

gary. The Honourable Premier has already assured the House that the
Government has adequate powers and is determined to maintain the in-
ternal gecurity and law and order in the province and that no one shall be
allowed to do snything which will hamper the war effort. My learned
friend Malik Barkat Ali also suggested that in view of the Honourable
Premjer’s remark that this province stands united behind the war effort,
Mr. Fow's resolution was unnecessary. The Honourable Premier rightly
observed that this province stands united behind the war effort of Govern-
ment but he did not say that the province was absolutely free from mis-
chief-mongers, 1t jg true that an overwhelming majority of the people
in the Punjab ie fully co-operating with the war effort of Government.
(EHenr, hear.)** But it cannot at the same time be denied that there are pre-
sent in this province mischievons elements, Some of them raise unneces-
#ary eontroversies and instigate communal strife for their own selfich ends
while there are others who try to disturb the peace of the provinee by in-
stigating communal and elass hatred and by raising controversies and falze
alarm with the object of impeding war effort. These internal enemiss of
the country know that public opinion in support of war effort is so over-
whelming and strong in this province that any direct attempt on their part
to preach against it will not only prove ineffective but will zouse strong
indignation agsinst them. (Hear, hear.) Theso cowards, therefore, find
-it more convenient as wall as effective to achieve thair sinister object by
arousing the religious sentiments of the unedueated or half edusated
masges. They mislead people in the name of religion and provoke com-
mupal disharmony. Sometimes they appear as friends of poor and labouring
classes and incite class hatred. They instigate workers and labourers
to strike and raise unnecessary controversies. They try to disturb the
peaceful atmosphere of the country so that the attention of the peoble
may be deviated from war effort and they may not be able to put in their

full effort for the succossful prosecntion of war. These activities not only

impede the war effort but are also dangerous for the infernal security and
peace of the country which is so essential at this critical juncture, o
sane and patriotic person ean oppose this regolution which asks the Govern-
ment to check such nefarious activities and make it impossible for the
mischief-mongers o imperil the peace and safety of our country. In
view of the recent developments in the far east the safety of India is seriously
threatened and there is a grave danger of the war extending to our own
country. It is no time for domestic squabbles, We raust shun all con-
troversies and stand united to defend our motherland.  All our energy
must be concentrated on winning the war. Our first and foremost duty

8 to defend our country. My learned friend Malik Barkat Ali was alzo
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pleased to remark that if more powers were given to the Government the
poople will be deprived of whataver little liberty that is left to them in this
province. T am amazed at this suggestion. Let my friend Malik Barkat
Ali realize that people and Government are no longer two separate enfities.
The Government to-day represents the people of the provinee and all the
authority vested in it comes from the people and is exerciged in the best
interests of the people. The existence of the Government depends on the
will of the people. It cannot remain in office for a day if it loses the con-
fidence and support of the people. The Government thus constituted
can never think of eurtailing the rights and liberty of the people. It i8 the
fundamental right of every citizen, in a demoeratic state, to have freedom
of thought, speech and action, but it is not an unlimited right. - Unlimited
freedom is no freedom. It is chaos. It is apother name for anarchy.
One has a right to freedom as long as it does not interfere with another
person’s freedom. If it does, it no longer remains a right it becomes an
offence. No person has a right to say or do anything which may endanger
the safety and security of others. Liet us not forget that we are passibg
through abnormal times which necessitate extraordinary preeaution and
restraint. In the high mountains there are sometimes conditions to be found
‘when an incautious move or even a sudden loud exclamation may start
-an avalanche. . That is just the condition in which we are passing. It is,
therefoxe, egsential that every one ghould exercise caution and self-restraint,
-to avoid a catsstrophy. It is no use talking of ‘the freedom of individuals
at a time when the freedom of the whole country is seriously threatened.
'Wo must first of all try to ensure and proteet our collective freedom, The
freedom of individuals will automatlca.]ly follow. (Heor, hear.) My honourable
friend Malik Barkat Ali said, * We, on this side of the House cannot agree
to giving more powers to Government.” I fail to understand on whose
behalf my honourable friend was speaking and what he meant by the pronoun
we ' and the words ‘ this side of the House’. I must confess that his
‘political alliances and afflictions have always been a mystery to me. He
claims 0 be s Muslim Leaguer but does not belong to the Muslim League
Party of this House. - He ocoupies a seat in the rear of the ministerial
benches, counsels with the Congress-cum-Akali Party and votes with Dr.
Sir Gokul Chand Narang. This phenomenon, I must admit, is beyond
my comprehension. Perhaps students of Psychology, Political Science
and Constitutional Law, may be able to throw some light on this subjeot.
(Laughter.) Did my honourable friend use the pronoun ‘ we’ for himself
"and Sardar Lal Singh ? And what did he mean by * this side of the House ’ 2
Did he mesn his own seat ? (Dr. Shatkh Muhammad Alom: It is a
gide of the House) or did he mean Barkat Ali-cum-Narang-cum-Lal Singh
gorner ?

I was further amazed at the suggestion of my honourable friend that
this Government has a communal outlook and that the Ministers of &he
Government go about making speeches which create communal bitterness,
. Malik Barkat Ali alone is capable of making such an unjust remsrk. The
. very constitution of this Government shows that it can be anything but

communal, Tt represents all the various communities and interests in this
" province and no one community has a dominating position in it. No
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provineia! Government in India, since the inception of provineial sutonomy,
can boast of a better record of maintaining commnnal harmony than thig
Government, During this period of ecommunal tension, when all other
Provinces were ablaze with eommunal riots, this Government, in spite of
mischief-mongers, preserved communal peace in this province, Nothing
could be more uncharitable or unjust than to aceuse this Government of
communalism. To Malik Barkat Ali I can only eay that * everything
looks yellow to a jaundiced eye ”. Malik Sakib advised the Honourable
Chaudhri 8ir Chhotu Ram that for the sake of his colleagues of the Muslim
League Party, he should show groater respect to the Qaid-e-Azam, in his-
speeches.  This advice would be more offective if Malik Sahib himgelf
would also show greater respect and sense of diseipline towards the Musljm
League. How can one ask outsiders to respect his leador or hig Organjga-
tion when he himself flouts the decisions of hjs leader and violates the dig-
cipline of his organization ? P
Before I conclude I mugt give an answer to the remark made

by my honourable friend, Sardar Lal Singh. In the course of his
gpeech he marcastically remarked, “ How “ean those who resign from
the National Defence Council on eommunal considerations ask others
to refrain from communalisin and mtensify war effort ?” This remark
was perhaps directed to the Honourable Premier, who as we'all know resigned
from the National Defonce Council. . N othing can be more unjust orturther
removed from trath than to suggest that the Honourable Pr mier 1
from the so-called National Defence. Council on comrmunal considerations,
It was quite the reverse. The Honoursble ‘Premier made it quite eloar
when he resigned from the National Defence Council that he did so beeause
be could not accept the membership of that body as a representative of one
community, He could only go there as a representative of the whole pro-
vinece, His decision was unanimously spproved and endorsed. by all members
of the minjstérial party, including Muslims, Hindus, Bikhs, Chrigtians, and
Europeans. The letter of the Governor of Bombay to Mr, Jinnsh revealed,
that 8ir Sikander Hyat-Khan was nominated to the National Defence Coune;l
&8 & representative of the ** Great Muglim Community . It Sir Sikander
bad accepted this position he would have been guilky of breach of faith."
How could e serve on that body ae a representative of the Musalmang
when the Muslim League, the only representative organisation of the
Musalmans of India, was kept out of it? In taking that decigion he showeg
& high sense of duty »statesmanship, and political sagacity. He avoided
disraption in the ranks of the Musalmans which would have proved ‘detri. -
mental to the war effort. It is due to Sir Bikander’s foresight and states.
manchip that the Musalmans of India stand united behind the war effort
to-day. The decigion of Sir Sikander might have disappointed or even
annoyed gome of his shortsighted English friends but it has certainly helped
in keeping the Musalmsns united in support of the war effort. T Inow
8ardar Lal Singh would have been happy if there had been a disruption
in the ranks of the Musalmans of India but surely it would not have helped
the war effort. In the end I must congratulate my honourable friend Mr.
Fow for having moved this resolution and T hope the House will pass it
unanimonsly.

Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber (Weat Central Punjab, Indian Chrigtian).

(Ordw): Sir, much has been said in favour as well as against the
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present resolution. I do pof want torepest all that. Any repetition of
the srguments that have been sdvanced for or against the resolution would
wagte the valuable time of the House. I do not disagree with the object
with which Mr. Few has moved this resolution. What I differ with iz the
method which he has proposed to meet any such situation as has been envi-
584 od by him jn his resolution. I have stood up to express my difference
with lum 86 far as the method proposed by him to cope with any such situa-
tlon is'eoncerned. I partially agree and partially disagres with the honour-
ablp member who sppke before me. I fail to follow the prineiple laid down
in the verse :—

et el 3 sl 1) ) 818 48
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I cannot act upon the advice given in this verse and am not prepared
o pleasp the present Government by saying about the Punjab :—

et %y BEEY RS ST
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I will frankly say whet I think of this resolution. Sir, it has been stated that
there are ﬁﬁh columniste present in this provmce I cannot agree with it, -
It appears that an attempt has been made in this resolution to dab the whole
prownpe as fifth columnist. It is & wrong insinuation. It eannot be justified
in apy way. 8o far as this side of the House is concerned I can say that
there are no ffth columnists smong us. I also do not say that there are
any fifth columnists on the opposite benches, But I do not want to become
an opportunist like Dr. Muhammad Alam.

Bir, the aim of this resolution as stated by the members of the Unionist
Rorty is fo eradicate the causes of communal strife. But my honourable
friend XKhan Bahaduwr Misn Mushtaq Ahmad has observed that
Gpvernment does not intend to ask for more powers. The object of this
resolution according to him is only to draw the pointed attention of the
Government to the necessity of removing the scourge of communal strife
from the Punjab. This sounds to be a plausible proposition. But it is not
based on sound logic. Where i3 the necessity of bringing this resolution
if the (fovernment does not want any more powers and any more weapon
tq curb communalism ? Everybody agrees that communal sirife is bad
and that it ought to be ended. What is needed is that the Ministers
of the Government should give the public a lead in this matier. They should
discard all communalism in their own dealings. The Government has
already ample powers to deal effectively with the mischief-mongers under
the Defence of India Aet and the rules made under that Aet. My honourable
friend Malik Barkat Ali has made this point quite clear in his speech. What
more powers does the Government want for removing communalism from
the province ? The plea put forward by my honourable friend Mr. Gurmani
that no more powers are wanted by the Governwment i based on his own
khushkhisli (optimism) and self-deception. I for one cannot agree with
him. Burely the Government has something in its mind. Sornetimes in
the future the Government will fall back upon this resolution and say : “Look
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here, the House had asked us in the form of this resolution to check com-
~ munal strife. We want this special power for this purpose.” But may I

point out to the Government that external treatment will not hesal com-
munalism. Internal treatment is needed for this malady. OQuter bandages
of legislation will not cure it. The disease has cast its roots much deeper
than the Unionist imagine. I am glad that Mr. Few who helongs to & cona-
munity that can rightly be termed to be the trie srbitrator between the
contending communities like Hindus and Muslims, has come forwsrd to use
his good offices for securing this laudable object. But I will ask the Gov-
ernment o look deeper and discover the true causes of this communal strife.
A suporficial view will not help us to any great extent. Mere resolutions
are not enough. I will guote in the language of a poet wha h&S_ beautifully
expressed the idea which T wapt fo explajn in the following Persisn couplet,
which shows that it js not always by repression but by conciliation
that the object in view is gained : o

wale J2ghe 8§ b sidpf o3
. Lola « tido & po ty Sig dluy
On the one hand the honourablé members of the Unionist Party profess

sympathy with the Pakistan scheme and on the other thoy advocate com-
munal harmony in the House.

Nawab Sir Shah Nawaz Khan : Do not fear Pakistan. It is cal-

vulated to safeguard the rights of all communities. It will give yon ten per
cent share.

Chauhdri Jalal-ud-Dip Amber : I cannot be carried away by such
Promises. “Surely if you will give one community more than its due, you
will rob the other, Why should one sommunity desire to have political
ascendency over another ® If you give us 10 per cent instead of 2 per cent
88 now wherefrom will you have your 50 per cent 9

Nawab Sir Shah Nawaz Khan: Not 50 per cent but 56 per cent.

Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber : Still further a proof. of the value
of your offer :— ' ' _ .

Crdal e S oS oy e 6 g o 43
_ (Ao ont 391 Mo gt & o s i |
If you give wup this demand, we will not demand any separate rights.
That will be the true spirit of communal peace snd harmony. At present
your attitnde. is rather contradictory. In one and the same breath the
msmbers of the Unionist Party claim to be nationalists and demand separate
rights. 'They are thus blowing hot and cold at the same time. In the face
of the demand for Pakistan and communal representation all talk about
communal harmony is nothing but sheer nonsense. Tt is time they

modify their attitude, With these few words, T beg to oppose thiz resolu-
tion.

Khan Sahib Raja Fateh Khan (Rawalpindi FEast, Mohammadan,
Rural) (Urdu): Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this resolution. After
the convineing spesch of my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Mian Mush-
taq Ahmad Garmani thore is no need of making any other spsash in favoue
of this resolution. I will, tharefore, be content with myking only a few
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remarks. It was hoped that even the Opposition would entirely agree with the
laudable object of securing a eommunal harmony in the province because
communal strife is nothing but a deadly poison for the nation as well as for
the country. But it iy surprising to note that the honourable members of
the Opposition are not prepared to support any motion that comes from the
side of the Government even though it may be caleulated to promote the best
interests of the countiry. Is there any true Indian who can prefer communal
strife to eommunal harmony ? The futnre of India will be dark indesd with -
out the attainment of cormmunal concord. But when the Unjonjst party
advocates inter-communal harmony in this House, our honcurable friends
sitting on the opposite benches get up to oppose the motion before the Houge.
Let us consider the novel argument that the Opposition have put forward
In opposing this nationalistie resolution. They say that if no new powers
are wanted by the Government, why raise this issue in the House ® I would
reply by saying that. there isno harm in. repeating: a good thing over
and over again. That is a good form of keeping in sight the laudable objects.
A Persian poet hag alluded to this ides in the following couplet :— :

1) st 38§10 f Kilo Al w3
0, 4 by 54a3 WT_ NS }[!-‘&H_ 28 . -

. My honourable friend Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber is very fond of
quoting verses in his speech. Let him be paid back in the same coin.

‘What I want to emphesise is that the: infernational! 'sitiation has
taken sach a serious turn that it calls for an earnest endeavour at onr
hands to forestall the mischief-mongers who might play the fifth eolumn in
our Jand of five rivers and fo frustrate their nefarious attempts to create
psnic or public alarm or promote eommunal strife with a view to achieve
their own selfish ends. Weo should take stock of the eritical situation and
firmly deal with the elements having hyproeritical - propensities. T may
adso add that our conntry is now face to face with an unprecedented potential
danger and any negligence on our part would bring in its wake, untold
migeries to the people. It is, therefore, high time that we urged upon the
Government, to adopt effective meagures to cope with the vicious activities of
the mischievons elements and if necessary, to arm itgelf with additional
rowers by any such fresh legislation as it may consider desirable.

Then, sir, it has been remarked by some honourable members opposite
that the resolution wounld give a handle to the Government to mterfere with
the a1vil as well as individual liberties of the people, I may tell them that
they are labouring under s wrong impression., Government hag not the
least intention to make any encroachment upon the individual freedom of
the people. We only want to strengthen the hands of the Govermment 80
that it may be able to protect the province from lawlessness promptly. In’
this connection I may point out to the honourable members opposite that
even in the strongholds of liberty, I mean America and England, the Govern-
ments of those eountries have been compelled by the force of circumstances
to aequire extraordinary powers with the sole purpose of securing national
safety. Nobody there has complained that the lLiberbies of the people
have been trampled under foot. Mr. Churchill has gone to the length of
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introduoing & measure for conseription of the population of England. Will
my honograble friend over there call it an interference with the indi-
vidual liberty ? - I am sure saner counsels will prevail with them and they
would not question the bona fides of the ministerial party for bringing forward
this resolution and would also eschew from imputing motives to the Govern-
ment. ‘With these words I strongly support the resolution.
__ Mian Sultan Mahmud Motiana (Pakpattan, Muhammadan, Rural)
(Urdu): 8ir, on perusing the resolution under consideration, one finds
that it is & very simple'and an innocuous proposition, It can be divided into
two parts. Ih the firs part it has been urged upon the Government that
in view of the recent developments in the internationsl sitwation and the
possibility of mischievous elemants in the population seeking to.creafe panie
or public alarni or promote communal strife, it should take effective measures
o cope with the vicious activities of such elements. The second part sug-
gests that the Gyvernment should arm itself with further powers, if neces-
sary, by means of passing such legislation as it may. consider desirable.
. At ihis stage Mr. Speaker left the chair and My, Deputy Speaker
T {')i?. oooupieddt, ... - I

8o far as .communal strife is concerned, our provinee ig somewhat in
& happy. position” as 1t 18 almost immume from it. ~ Honouarable meénibérs
are aware that ether provinces have, off and on, been the scene of cominunsal
fracas. T am, therefore, of the opinion that there appears no necessity for
legislating any méasure on this.acoount. As s matter of fact our Provinece
is.much better off in this respect. But T would like to make a few observa-
tions in regard to cansing of panie or creating publie slarm by the mischiev-
ous elgraents, in. the provin%??‘So far ‘ag ineidents of murders, thefts
and dacoities are concerned; the conditions prevailing here are appalling and
they:-have gane from bad to worse. Law and order Have - seriously deterio-
rated inourland. I think this lawlessness is -unprecedented. It is shame-
ful that hers the crime is inordinately on.thé inérease.. - It would not be.out
of place to mention here that to a great extent the present war has also been
responsible for this state of affairg. - The migchief.-mongoery have become

lzgldﬁgcg,cl,_lndulge i all sorts of pernicious activities: 1, :thereore, think

that this resolution. which has been moved to-day ought to have been
roughtforward a year earlier. ' I would draw the pointed attention of the
overnment to the fact that it shollld carry out the recommendations made

_therein in lotter and spirit and see that it-does not remain s paper resolution,

only to be discussed and passed by this legislature in a leisurely manner.
I have no mind to go inte minute details but I would efucidate my point
by citing o few instances. ' Mr. Deputy Bpeaker, the malefactors in the pro-
vines bave beeome very daring in thejr depredations. The other day a poor
zamindar was taking his produce in 3 ballock ¢art to a certain mandi. . Daring

the night while plying his cart he became & little drowsy. Two of the

band of highwaymen, who was after him, quietly relieved the oxen of
their yokes and themselves carried on the cart for a few yards,- In the
meantime when their accomplices made good their escape with bullocks,
they threw off the cart and decamped in the darkness. Now you can fully
imagine the predicament in which this poor zamindar wag placed. The
culpriis could not be ftraced. Again in the Multan distriet, a person

along with his' son and 25 other persons was sleeping, when certain

¥
Tz
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bad charaéters, who wanted to wreak their vengeance upon him, caught him
unawares and committed a cold-blooded murder. They eut his body into
piéces like a minced meat and threw it into the river. Now as the dead
body could not be found, the eulprits could not be brought to book. What
2 sorry and regrettable state of affairs ! Again if a cow or a shoep is stolen
the police readily enters the report and takes upon itself the responsibility
of tracing it, though it is 8 different matter that it may or may not
meet With any success. But if a woman is abducted, the police refuse
to register the report and say that the aggrieved party should file a suit
in zome court of law. Now what is the root-cause of this state of affairs ?
The thing is that our laws are incomplete and fall short of coping with the
situation. It i3 extremely necessary that in order to make them fully effec-
tive, they should be overhauled and radically amended. I am of the opinion
that such amendments should be made in the existing enactments that even
if the stolen property is not recovered, butit is established that s particular
person was guilty of theft, he should be severely punished and not let off scot
fres on the ground of benefit of doubt. Similarly in murder cases the culprits
mugt be given exemplary punishment if the guilt is proved, oven though
the dead body may not be traceable. I am, therefore, of the view that the
remedy of suchills lies in the fact that Government should adopt strong
and effective measures and if necessary, pass fresh legislation, to cope with
the increased wave of crime. I again urge upon the Government the de-
sirability of romoving the defects and lacun® in the existing laws at the
earliest opportunity and thus protsct the aggrieved peopls. It is time
that Government took stock of the prevailing conditions. They should not
sleep over the matter but take effective steps for protecting the intorests
of the law-abiding citizens of the provinee. I am sure the Government is
wide-awake and it would not miss the bus, With these words I strongly
support the resolution under consideration.

Khan SahibKhawaja Ghulam Samad (Southern Towns, Muhammadan,
Urban) (Urdu}: Sir, the resolution now before the House presents s very
gimple proposition and in fact I hoped that it would be un-
animonsly carried by all sections of the House. Bat
as usual it has met with stout opposition at the hands of my honoursbls
friends over there. I was rather surprised to hear their speeches hased on
fallacious arguments, But my astonishof®nt was removed when I was remind-
ol that it had become & habit with them to oppose—for the sake of opposi-
tion—whatever emanated from this side of the House. Tt seems that they
have made it a point to offer opposition without caring whether the proposal
or the resolution under consideration is useful or not and whether it will be
conducive to the best interests of the provinee,  Bubt wwl u1 Al &
when they go outside they hold big conferences and even in the
press and on ths platform they ory themselves hoaras that commuunal hap.
mony should be restored and that the eommunal strife which is eating inte
the vitals of the body politic, should bs put dowa with s firm hand by the
Governmant. This is what thoy profess outside before the public. Bat

s e Do KO Sig) oo @l &3 g

2 p.m.

(baughier)
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when the resolution urging the Government to' adopt effective administras

tivl meatures with aviéw Yo carry ouit these nobJe sentiments is moved on

the fluor of this House, iy honourabls friends opposite; in theix wisdom,

géci&é_'iﬁ' decty it. * T really wonder at the {sﬁatﬁ,eleqn-iillie sttitude adapied
y '% .! o . - ) - . . I

e "Fhe, resolution a;s."‘it.__aft'gndg is very simplo and jnnocent and I wonder
how it has been confused with the Pakistan scheme and the comraunal awerd
which have- absolately nothing to do with it. Furthermore the wording

of the resoluiion doés not indjeate at all that it is being brought forward for

establishing Pakistan in the province.

The * point which amazed me much. was ‘the one raised by my
henourable friend Mr. Jalat-ud-Din Amber, who is sitting on the ‘oppdsite
bencheés and that point was with regard to communal award. I may telt
my honourable friend opposite that if this question with regard to communal
award had béen raised by my friend Dr. Narang it would not have amazed
we math.. Because he, as 8 mattor of fact, doos not want iis to regain oY
lost rights that have been snatched away from us by him and men of his
type for the last so many years. You would remember, sir, that my friend
Chaadhyi- Jalal-ud-Din Amber was in favour of communal awerd when he
used to pit on theso benches. But to-day on accounb of & small difference
between him and the Ministerial party he sesms o be very much against
the communal award. I think it is the effest of the company he keeps.

Ad much has heen said about the Pakistan scheme from the opposite
side of the House [ would also like to say with eonfidence that Pakistan
is the only remedy for restoring communal harmony in the province. It
is evident from history from Muhammadan rule in. India down to the
present that the non-Muslims have got more than their due share.
Rawadoart is the confirmed habit of Musalmans. Please have a look at
provinees where Mugalmans have beenin power. You will find that the
treatment of the minorities by the overwhelming majority has always been
squitable and just and also in the matter of services more than dae propot-
tion bas always been given to them and thejr interests have always beon
safegnarded by the majority. In this very province in spite of the faet
that communal award has been established, tho Musalmans are not enjoy-
ing their due share and they are suffering a good deal as Muslims in power
are observing the prineiple of Rawadari. 1, therefore, submit that Pakistan
is the only remedy for all these communal troubles. If Pakistan ig
established in the province I may assure my honourable friends opposite
tha the rights of the minorities will be protected and due share will be given
to them as usual. Whenit has been declared from the platiorm
and the press not once but many a time that if Pakistan is established: the
minorities would not be embarrassed by the party in power but their interests
would be safeguarded in the hands of the majority party, I do not understand
why my honourable friends opposite have made Pakistan a bogey. Let
me onece agsin assure them that if there is anything by which we eart restore
eommunal harmony in the provinee, it is Pakistan, This is my firm belief
and I will stick to it. .

Then a reference has Heen made to agrarian Bills. Pwould Iike to
say & few words in this connection too. Tt is most regretisble that my
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honourable friends opposite are not honest enough to play a fair game,
But they seem'to bélieve in playing o doublé game like hypocrites. On. the
one hand they profess themselves to be the well wishers of the poor zamindars
of the provinoe and on the other they oppose the agrarian Bills which were
enacted with one purpose in view and that was to benefit the poor zamindars
and which, as a matter of fact, have proved to be beneficial. I would also
submit that my friends opposite admit in their heart of hearts that
the ‘'agrarian Bills- will always stand the poor zamindars in good stead, but
for the sake of opposition they are opposed o' them and they remark that
these measures would not do any good to the zamindar. How strange.
Take, for instance, the Restitution of Mortgaged Lands Aet. I wonder
who on the face of the earth can say that the poor.and needy landless zamin-
dar will not derive enormous benefit out of this-Aet! May I-ask why my
honourable friends opposite grudge the zamindars if the mortgaged lands
are restituted to them ? So far as this resolution is concerned I am of the
opinion that imstead of opposing it we all should be grateful to Mr, Few
for moving it at the proper time when war ¢louds ars hovering over the box-
ders of India, by which the hypoerites of the provinee who say one thing
and do another and slse. those who are creating obstacles in the war effotte
will be brought to book. Another object of thia resolution is to stop com-
munal riots which have already taken place at certain places: I invite the
attention of the House to the Bhawani riots where the murderer broke
into the houses of poor innocent men, burnt their houses, injured and killed
them mercilessly there and then. I would therefors point out that if this
regolution is passed it will protect the country from lawlessness and it will
-also stop such communal murders and eheek the nefarious activities set
up by communal-minded people who do not hesitate even to go out of the
way to hurt helpless people belonging to other communrities.

Let me now take the question of powers on which mueh emphasis hag
been laid by the honourable members sitting opposite. As you are awave
some of the honourable speakers have already remarked that Govern-
ment have sufficient powers in their hands to penalise the mischief-
mongers and to supress their viclous aetivities. There is no doubt about
it. But my submission is that for maintaining peace and restoring ‘com-
munal harmony in the provines it seems to be quite necessary that a geparate
measure ghould be adopted by Government to forstall mischisf-mongars
and to frustrate the nefarious attempts to create pamie or public alarm
in the provinece, The Assembly should take stock of the situation and I
do feel that it is high time to adopt an effeotive measure by m>ans of which
the communal speeches based on fasle ramours will have no opportunity
to ereate panic in the various communities and if &t all any one under the
pretext of leadership startz throwing communal venom against another
community, he will not be spared by Governmsnt under this legislation.
It is in the interests of the province that the vicious activities of mischief-
makers ought to be suppressed by Government at the very beginning.

With these fow words I lénd my fall support to the resolution
under discussion,

Mian Abdul Aziz (Outer Lahors, Mahammadan, Urban) (Urdu) : Sir,
I must admit at the very boginning of my remarks that I am at a loss to
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anderstand the nesessity of moving this resolution in he House, - Mby
Tlnow if the powers already vested in Government by theexisting enactments
fall short of the neceesity now felt by: them ? If thoss powers are really in«
sufficient to cope with the. present sibuation, Government are welcome - to
adopt this measure. . But [ am afraid Government have already equipped
and armed themselves with the weapons of laws like the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, the Defence of India Aet and its rules as woll, - I may
also point out that, if this resolution had been brought. forward with a view
to remove political. differences I would have gladly lent it my support.
Bat this resolution savours of Glovernment's strong desire to aequire saech
3 power a8 would gag . everybody. who would = open his  lips againgt
the party in power. I feel that any moro power given' to Governmeat.
would be used against their political opponents who come forward to demand .
bheir rights. Our past experisnce shows that thoge patriots who demanded
their legitimate rights had besn put behind tho bars by Government.. What
I want o submit is that at present I do nof see any necessity of passing this
resolution and if need be I would be the first man to support it. Now 1
fail to understand why more powers are being asked for when Govern-
ment possess so much powor already. ' In this eonnection I would like to
quote & Punjabi instance which, I think, is quite applicable to our Govern-
ment who geem o be so desirous of having those powers over again ih their
hands which already exist.. A man asked his servant to ‘put saddle on his
horse. His servant replied 2 “Sir, I have already put it on the horse.” The
magter said “Well put another saddle on it.”’ This is exactly the case with
our Government. (Inierruptions) 8ir, it i3 a habit with certain people
to interrupt & speaker off and on in order to spoil the effect of his speech
or to make it sound ridiculous. Anyway, I was gsubmitting: that in the
prosence of effective laws which already exist this resolution is superflunous
and abgolutely uncalied for and that is why I said that it savours of some
ulterior motives. So far as eommunal dissensions are concerned my sub-
mission is that it is not only the differences and quarrels between the various
communities that should be condemned but even those who try to create
dissensions between the various sections of the same community whether
it is Hindw, Muslim or Sikh, are doing a great disserviece to the country.
In this respect therecord of our Government is anything but praiseworthy.
During the last five years they have spared no effort to sow the sesd of dige
unity among the different sections of the population of this province,
(Hear, hear.) Proviously there used to be differences between ‘the, Hindus
and the Musalmans and after a time Sikhs were also made to enter the
arena, but that was not all. Then an exceptionally fertile brain ereated a
new set of differences such as agriculturists versus non-agriculturists, riural
versus urban and lastly Unijonists versys non-Unionists and thus the whols
population has been torn as under embroiling a1l communities and classes,
If you want to espouse the cause of agriculturists, T am with you, but you
should always remember that the agriculturists and non-agrieulturists have
too much in common to be placed in separate water-tight compartments,
always warring with each other. The same is true with regard to the rural
and urban sections of the population. They are inter-dependent on account
of common interests, personal relations and mutual rosponsibilities. It
you hed tried to bridge the gulf existing between the various sections of
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the populetios mo ond 'would have doubted your dona fides. But you Have
beemw preating further dissensions and unnatural divisions between communi-
{ies. and differont seetions of the population fo serve your own ends. You
heve pursudd the policy of divide and rule so relentlessly that we are com-
petléd to ook agkance at thie resolution. I may be permitted to refer here
to:she Rowlett Act which was meant to gag the people. Tt was con-
denimed: by all commuhities and classés throuighout India and the Govern-
ment was oompoélled to make it a dead letter. Bimilarly you are using
tha backdovr method: to arm yourselves with fresh powers. If you come
forward and: daclare openly that yon do not want anybody to demand his
rights duririg the war wo may agree-to the proposition. But we are afraid
. that this resolation will be misused to the detriment of the civil liberties
of the people and that is why we are opposing it. I have heard the speeches
of iy honourable friends Khwaja Ghulary Samad and Mian Sultan Mahmud
Hotians and I make bold to say $hat there was no occasion to drag the
Pakistan question into discussion. Those who favour the Pakistan Schemeé
are welcomé to support it and similarly those who consider it prejudicial
to the best interests of the country have the right to oppose it. But there
is no-point in Hindus opposing a proposition simply because it has emanated
from the Muslims and vice verse. Such a mentality cannot bhe appreciated
by any person with an iota of commonsense in his head. The Muszlims
must get their legitimate rights. I am their representative and cannot see
their rights being trampled under foot by anybedy. But I must deprecate
all sttempts at widening the gulf between the two communities. My hon-
ourable friend Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana devoted a good bit of his
speech to sections 498 and 879 of the Indian Penal Code. I admire his
knowledge of law but I musi be allowed to point out that this House is
not the proper place for discussing the merits of the Indian Penal Code.
I wish he were in the Central Legislature so that he could get the whole Code
amended according to his liking. Again he attacked my profession saying
that lawyers are playing havoe in this country. 8ir, there are four lawyers
in the present eabinet and there may bo certain others among the Parlia-
mentary Secretaries,

Minister for Finance : The konourable speaker is also a lawyer.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Yes, thank you.

Minister for Revenue : As a lawyer you should advocate a good
cause. -

Mian Abdul Aziz : That is exactly what I am doing, but there are
certain foalish people who always espouse mischievous causes. All that I
want to know is why you should seek to put a second saddle on the horse.
Thete are already laws which give you powers which are moro than enough
to deal with any and every thing under the sun. Then what do you
want more powsets for ? Anyway, if my honourable friend Mr. Hotiana
gonsiders the lawyers so dangerous for socicty, I would submit that the
Unionist Party has the power to enact a law abolishing the profession alto-
gether. You have already encroached on the jurisdiction of law courts
and giveni such powers to the Panchayats, etc., which they are unfit to

axercise,
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? So why not go a step further and complete thls nefarmus buamess a.nd abohsh
the Jawyers class also 2 -

Sir, in view of thé dlaims that the ?unja.b i8 the most onal province,
puttmg up the graatest war offort in the whole of ¥ndia, I fail to understand
" how the présent war situaiion can he exploited by putting forward such a
“ resolution. I'came’a bit late, and, therefore, could not hesr soms of the
- spoachds made in support of this proposition. Tt is just possible that some
- eogent reagons might have beeh given by the previous speakers bub I make
boid 'to say ‘that whatever I have heard does not carry fig very far. There
was nothing in thesa speeches except time-worn platitudes and vilo attacks
“on the Opposmon T wish somsbo ¥ had told us the reéal reason for putting
- forward "this ‘wondérful resolution. A ceriain honourable member hinted
- at the existence of the ‘fifth colupn ’ in this country. This ‘fifth colirah’

-i# really a strange expresmon usad off and on mthout its maamng being -
understood

Mi.mster for F‘mama Pleaae tell us the meampg of -this e:fpreﬁ-
sion, _

M.ian A’b&ul ﬁtiz Su', it is very stmnge that‘. the Honourable Mlms-
v tor w-ho is a'very’ lemned gentleman and an eminent lawyer wants me o

-tell him' the rheaning of ‘the expression * fifth eolumn M_uy I lmow
whether he has not andévstood it as yot 2

Minister !or meee : Some t:mes I undarstand it and aomeﬂlmes
I do not.

Ve . e

MﬁmAbdulbzu Avyway he must ‘have understood it t-o-tla.y and
if hot I will explain it to him privately. (Laughter) I was' submitting
_that it has become s habit with this Government to arm itself with more
" and more powers, T did not wait to bring in such things, but I am com-
_pelled to say. that this resolation must give another cause for apprehensmn
to those who wight have incdrred the’ fdmplea.sura of “the  Government.
. God, knows what is in store for such poople. I myself narrowly escaped
“the_ clutches ‘of "our bemgn ihisterial Government af & certain time, but
t.hat ‘history migy not Tepeat itself in futwre.

Mnusterfor&lgg.m; gtu.*._; ,_,sg,t.‘_,:,_,:, =

- Mian Abdul Aziz : Exsotly, and. that is wha$ everyhody is afraid
of I thank my honourable friend for supporting me in this respect and
- thus letting the cat-out :of the bag. This shows that there is something

really black in-the matter and f.hat is why I would say to the Honourable
Premmr and hlsroolleagnas

HE U"* dﬂe <} gﬂ’ fod é..-l &J &a.ij .

’Muy God never grant you powers to make life intolerable for the people!
On the other hand, I would pray to God to grant you the good sense to
* ‘give & wide berth to all such activities a8 go to oreate dissensions among
the - various sections of the population. Then we would be prepared to
 support you in every matter. I would lile to cite another example of the
way in which our Government uses the powers given to it. This Govern-
“'ment has been trampelling under foot the civie rights of the inhabitants of
- Lishore for the last five years. It has handed over the administration of
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the municipal afiairs of the eity to one man who is carrying on his work im
the most arbitrary manner absolutely unmindful of the wishes and re-
quirements of the people, We have more than once requested the Govern--
1oent to replace the Administrator by the chosen representatives of the-
people or even its own nominees but all such requests have fallen on.
deaf ears. In the end I would again request the Government to tell us.
the real reason and the necessity for bringing forward this resolation. If
the reasons are satisfactory we might support the proposition, but under:
the present circumstances we cannot get rid of the apprehension that these-
powaers are sought to be taken in order further to curbail the civil liberties-
_and rights of the people. With theso words, I strongly oppose the resola-
tion. . - .
Premier : Sir, I think my honourable friend Mian Abdul Aziz was:
not here when I spoke. I would, thersfore, erave your indulgence to say
. a word or two in order to explain to him the Government point of view
with rega¥d to this rezolution. I said in' my speech that the Government
had enough powers to deal with the emergencies mentioned in the resolu-
tion, and we do pot . want any further powers at present. T also mentioned
that if at any time we considered that further powers were necessary,
I had no doubt whatever that the House would be willing to grant such
powets to the Government. But I can agsure him that for the present the
Qovernment doss nob require any additional powers. o

Minister for Public Works (The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat
Tiwana): 1 had no mind to speak, but I have besn compelled to do so be-
cause some of the speakers on this diseussion have irrelévantly . and un-
necessarily brought in the question of law and order and increase of erime in.
tbe provinee. I would like to correct some of the statements made by them.
" Tt bas been said that there has been tremendous increase of crime in the:
' Pupjab, There has been some inciease no doubt. It may be due to economic-
" circumstences or international situation. But if yon were to compare the-
figures of crime in this province with those of any other provinee, then I think
1 will be safe in saying that the incidenee of ‘increase in the  Punjab is.
much less than in any other province. (Hear, hepr.) Whatever jncrease-
there had been, was perhaps due to econonué factors or other reasons. But
. now, thereis a positive decline in crime. In reply to an .Assembly Guestion.
'+ the other day regarding the very distriet to which the honourable member-
from Montgomery was referring, it was said that there is already deerease
$0 a large extent so far as crime is corecerned and surely there is no
increase. 'The same honourable member went ohto oriticise the legal
system that is at present in existence in this country. I am not here to
defend that legal system. Therb are defeets it that legal system, but since
the system is there; it has got to be worked and if people have been
acquitted, it is not the job of the executive $o find fault with courts.
That rests entirsly with the courts. As to the other defects, I think the
hononrable member has got a good reply from the . lasi speaker that he
should go and address the Central Assembiy for reform in criminal law.
S0 far as this (Government is concerned, we have already amended,the
.. law in cerisin respects. The provincial Government has amendad the law
dealing with minor affairs in villages. If the time were opportune probably
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other reforms also would have been introduced in the province. At the
Present juncture, when war is on, controversial legislation of the gort eon-
templated by my honourable friend cannot be taken up. In every country
the success of a case in s law cowrt or success-of the investigating agency
in tracing the criminals depends upon the amount of co-operation that may
be forthcoming from the notables of the villages or the place concerned and
1t is here, I think, that the honourable member who was speaking and eri~
ticising the Government can help. It he and other gentlemen of his way
of thinking help the Polico in bringing to book the criminals, I am surs the
crime would decreass but if ingtead there is only criticism and no spport iz
given to the Police, then no imprisonment. can be brought sbout, '

After thie I have just two or three words to say. The honourable
member who was just on his legs—1I mean Mian Abdul Aziz—sajd that the
Present Government created another divigion amongst the' ranks of the
peopls in this provines and that: division i¢ on urban and rural basts. Divi-
sion on urben and rural basis is after all an economic division. This divi-
sion, even if the Government can be’ charged with having created it, is
better than many other divisions that exist st prosent and which we are try-
ing to remedy. There is for instance the division, communal. He further
went on to speak of the municipal committees. It is s habit with hine
that whenever he speaks, he always brings in the superseded municipal
committee. He cannot forget it but he knows the roasons why it was
superseded. T need not go into those reasons.  The Adniinistrator is at
present carrying on the administration and’ things have ' congiderably
improved. Mian Sahib was himaelf ‘mainly responsible for the supersession
and the municipality was actually supersedod by the last Government.
We aro trying to make the best of g bad legacy and doing whatever we can
within the finances we have got.  Considerable improvements have Been
already brought about and mors will follow.  With these words I close my
remarks. : S T

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khap (Parliamentary Secrotary) (Urdw): Sir,
unfortonately the object with which I wanted to make & gpesch hag been.
defeated. My honourable friend Mijan Abdul Aziz during the course of
his spesch more than once temarked that he had not besn able to under-.
stand the real significanee of this resolution. At that time 1 made up my
mind to make a spesch for it wag just . possible that I might succeed .
driving home to him the  real import of the resolution sponsored
by Mr. Fow. But it is vory mueh regretted that after firing off his.
gpeoch ho has left' the House. During the course of his spéech he.
was algo pleased to observe that a8 hé had come late therefore he was
not aware as to what the provious speakers had said about the resolution.
But as ill-lnck would have it he has ieft the House earlier and has not cared
to listen to the view points of others. That means that he would never
be able to understand the import of the regolution at all. - .

Then, ancther honourable member of the House, Malik Barkat Alj,
who vehemently opposed this resolution hag algo left the House and therefore-
he will also be not in a Position to get a raply to some of the points which -
he urged during the course of his speech. (Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din' Amber ;
What about the speeches of those who are present in the House ?) Se-
far as their speeches are concerned I regard it a great sin ‘to answer to the-
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points raised by them. On the contrary, I assure them that if the mover
.of the resolation had known that such irreaponsible and dangerous speeches
would be made in the discussion on this resolution as my honourable friend,
Chandhri Jelal-ud-Din Amber, who has just now interrupted me -has
made, he would probably have never moved it a all. At least half a dozen
members from the opposition have made speeches on this resolution but
none of them has made any reference to the question of Pakistan. Tt fell
to his lot to drag in the most eontroversial question of Pakistan in the dis-
.cnssion on this resolution. If by moving this resolution the desire of my
honourable friend was to create an atmosphere of good-will and unity in
the provinee thig dream of his has been shatbered to pieces by the importa-
tion of thege two words in the disoussion by Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber.
By dragging in these two words, ‘Pakistan schome’, ke has tried to reverse
.the very effect of the resolution. In the cireumstances, T am not prepared
to accede to his request by giving any reply o such like speeches, one of
which he has delivered in the House to-day. He is fully aware of the fact
.that the question of Pakistan is neither before us nor has it anything to do
with thig House. Besides he is also aware as to what is the attitude of the
‘Muglim League, the only representative body of Muslirs in India, towards
-the question of Pakistan. The Muslim, League has more than onece dealared
in olear and unambiguous terms that as long as the war is on they do pot
want to raise this question at all. Even after hearing such a declaration
-3¢ snybody raises this question and in the conrse of discussion of & resolu-
.tion_of this matare, there can be no doubt about his mischievous nature.
There is another reason in view of which I do not want to say apything in
‘regard to this question. That is that we have not been called upon to express
.our opinion on this question at ail. I go further and say that during the
lagt four. months not & single Honourable Minister, not a single honourable
member on this side of the House, has said anything in any public meeting
.or in any newspaper in regard to this question. I challenge my honourable
frionds over there to prove whether any member from this side of the House
bas referred during the course of the last four months to this question in
.any public meeting held in urban or rural areas. In spite of our silence on
the point for the duration of tha war, in spite of the fact that we do not
want to start any movement which may create discord and disunity among
thé Hindus and Muslims, if any such disoussions on the question of Pakistan
ate raised the responsibility for the consequeénces would entirely lie on the
.shoulders of my honourable friends opposite. In fact, I may point out
that their very opposition, rather the hue snd cry which they have raised
.against the guestion of Pakistan has endeared it all the more to the Muslims
and T ean confidently assert that this ideal of the Muslims will remain alive
ag long 8s my honoursble friends live. Bub as it is the deelared policy of
the Muslim Leagus that so long as the war is on we should lay aside the
.question of Pakistan I do not want to eay anything further on the point.

_ Now, 9ir, the matter which requires our close consideration is as %o
what ig the real object of this resolution. Let me make it clear that this
resolution has been moved by Mr. Few. It has not been sponsored by
Government, although it is a {act. that many smembers of my party have ap-
_pended their signatures to it. But why have they done so ? The reason for
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this is thet it is the earnest desire of the Unionist Party which stands fox
anity and concord that Government should .ot allow communsl strife to
gain ground in the province. i I may remind the House that it wasin view of
that object that the members of this party were far-sighted enough to move
a resolution on similar line in the Simla session of the Punjab Legislative
Assembly in 1938, In that resolution it was recommended to Government
that whenever they saw that any mischief-monger was irying to -create
trouble .in the province or snybody was guilty of promoting communal
batred in the-couniry, they should take the severest possible steps against
him. But the honourable members know that in spite of the fact . that
Government were armed with such effective armaments, still up till now
they have not laid their hands on any communsligt in the province. Now
there was every possibility of the members fesling perturbed over the matter
that Government have shelved or forgotten the resoluiion passed by them
or the Government have become less zealous or that any differences have
eropped up among their ranks. So in order to guard against these things
many members of the Unionist Party have appended their signatnres to
this resolution. Anyway the opinions which my honourable friends have
expressed in regard to this resoiution or the conclusions which they have
drawn are entirely wrong. Many of the honourable members over there have
obsexrved that when the Honpurable Premier had himself admitted that
so far as the war effort was concerned the Punjab was leading sll other
provinces and that everything was being dope to the snccessful prosecution.
of the war, what was the necessity of giving these enhanced powers io
Government ? I assure them that Government do not stand in need
of any such power or special powers for helping their war effort.
Our leader, the Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan, on the ountbreak’
of the present war deglared on behslf of the Punjab that every possible
effort would be made for the successtul prosecution of the war which was:
being waged for the protection of India and civilization itself. After this-
declaration of our leader every Punjabi regards it his duty and bounden
daty to give a practical shape to_this d@bla.rlation.__ (Hear, hear.) 8o far
as the war effort 18 concerned we do not stand in need of any Iaw or resolu-
tion of this nature. Have the honourable members forgotten as to how
recruitment was made in the Great War of 1914.19 2 Have they forgotten
as to how subscriptions were collected at the time ? - At that time the
Commissioners, the Deputy Commissioners, the Superintendents of Police-
and Tahsildars compelled the people by all. the means at their disposal to get
themaselves enlisted in the army.. But so far as the present war is concerned
officers do not know whether any recruittaent is to be made or not. Now-
a-days people without any pressure from the¢ Deputy Commissioners or-
any other officers are coming forward to get themselves enlisted in the army.
That is due wholly to.the great influence of our leader, the Honourable-
Major ir Sikander Hyat-Khan. (Heer, kear.) It iz wrong to say, there-.
fore, that we want these powers to promote war effort. '

Now I take up the question why the Government wants these powers.
The answer to this is contained in the very resolution that is now before
the House. Tt is possible that some mischievous elements in the country
may try tocreate panic or publie alarm or promote communal sizife to. gain
418ir own perverse ohjects at a time when any developmentsin the interna~
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tional situation may help it. Supposing the international sitwation becomes
very delicate and directly saffects ' Indis. Under such eireumstances
would. it not be advisable for the Government to acquire more powers in
order to maintain internal peace 2 Would it not be advisable for the
honourable members.of this House to arm their Government in their own
interests, with extensive powers? Any such powers as are referred to in
the resolution would be necessary to protect their honour, life and property.
It is, therefore, advizable that if the Government does not already possess
any such powers it should get them now. Peace-loving citizens need not
fear Government’s acquiring any such powers for they will not be used
against them. They will be used against those people who will trv to
interfere with the peace and tranquillity of the country by vicions activi-
ties like spreading panie, creating public alarm or promoting communal
strife. ‘Under the Defence of India Aet Government already possesses vast
powérs, and these powers are quite sufficient to cope with any situation.
Government can use those powers whenever necessary. Under the circum-
stances there should be no objection to accept this resolution. It only
amounts’ to an assurance to the Government that the House stands by it
20 far ag the erushing of subversive activities js concerned.

" An overwhelming majority of the people want that there should be
Peace and tranquillity in the province and that it shonld never be disturbed.
Aceeptance of this resolution would also mean an assurance te the people
that the Government and their representatives dre detérmined to maintain
law and order in the country. Many people who do want to  enlist them-
‘s¢lves in the army abstain from doing so on aceount of the fear that in case
-of appearance of lawlessness in this country there would be nene present
to protect their wives and children.  This resolution amounts to an assu-
ranee to them so far as protection of their near ones and dear ones is con-
<cerned. Moreover, & large number of people from my district are in the
army. They are at present abroad and are fighting the enemy. They
have left their wives, children and property in our custody and it is oar
duty to protect them. Notwithstanding the fact that an overwhelming
majority of the people want peace in the country there are a few who are
inelined towards mischief. They are those who have little to do to earn
their living. It is they from whom there is danger to the peace and tran.
quillity. of the ecountry. It is said that sn idle man's brain is the devil’s
workshop.  They have little work to do to earn their living. They move
:about in the country making speeches and exciting people to indulge in
viciour activities. (Inferruplion.) People of my district are very busy.
'They have to put in & lot of labour to earn their living. They have little
time to listen to the speeches of any such undesirable persons. If at all
-any such person visits our part of the province he finds that there is none
‘to listen to him. Only those people indulge in such vicious activities who
are not interested in the war effort. The Government shonld arm them-
-selves beforehand to put down the activities of mischievous elements in the
population. * With these words, I support the resolution now before the
"House,

Chaudhri Ali Akbar (Gurdaspur East, Muhammadan, Rural) (Ordu.):
$ir, I have heard all the speeches that have been made for or against this
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resolution. I have risen only to give reply to what my honourable friend
Mian Abdul Aziz has said. He stated that under the eircumstanees when,
‘in the Punjab people are coming forth in sufficient numbers to join the army
the passmg of suchi legislotion, as has been mentioned in the resolution, is
‘quite unnecessary. I enquite from him, who are the peopler who are
ehlisting themselves in the army 2 All those wiio join the army sre agri-
culturists and &} sigriculturists are with the Government. Only 1 per cent
or 3 per cent'ndn-agriculturists join the army. The rest are ail zamindars
-and -they are-wnanimously with the Goveinment. ,All the services are the
monopoly of thée non-agricuburists. It is they who live in towns and are
agoinst the war effort. In view of their such intentions this resolution
18 very ‘necessary. These people do not know the diffeulties which the
members of the Uionist Party have to face, All Government departments
are in their hands and they in co-operation with British officers do a lot
-of harm to the agriculturists, - L _ :
Myr. Deputy Speaker : Please speak to the motion.

~ Chaudhri A Akbar: Sir, we are with the Government. Ouar
:s0ns, grandsons end nephews are in the army. So far as the war is cone
cerned we help the Government in every possible way. Notwithstanding
all this no one listens to our grievances.. But this doos not mean that we
should ‘ahstain from helping the Government. We quite understand this
that the Britisk ‘officers are very simple and they are easily led away by
people who are against the interests of the samindars and thelr Government:
"The passing of this résolution will bave.at least soms desirable effect on those
‘who are against the zamindars and ‘their Government, * This resolution,
therefore, is very necessary and it ig for thie reason that I 4m supporting it
_ . Sir. Gokul Chand Nawang (West: Lahore" Division, -Generals
Rural}: 8ir,.Ihad no intention to.speak but the last but one gpeech that
is,. the gne made by gne of. the Parliamentiry Secretariés has '‘provoked
e Lo say a fow words,  Let me say:at-onee that I do not- impute  any
motives to the framer of the resolution, whesher it is Mr. Few himself, who'
has framed it, or some members. of the Unionist ‘Party who have framed it.
‘The whole -thing depends upon how. & meagure is: workéd.  Ih the speech.
‘made by Raja.Ghazenfar A% Khan there were: certain msinuations and
Amplications which, if 1 have rightly guessed: are- likely to' produce more
alarm and more nervgusness than this resclution would alfay.. 8o far aj
the words of the resolution are concerned nobody: eatr find “any-' fault with
“them., Wha s, therp, who doesinot went that-thers should' be no ‘panie,’
that there should be.no alarm and that-there should béno' nervousness in
the province.? Fvep the biggest idiot. would never sabseribé bo a contrary’
proposition. ... Whe.is there who does nof want eomihunal’ harmony ¥
Mombers of the minurity communitiss of this provinte are more anxious,
.in faet are most anxiouns that communal ‘barmony whould be_preserved.
Even if they. are evil minded, even if they are not wise, if they are not
sufficiently noble-minded, it i2 in' their own interestthat ‘comrounal har-
-mony should prevail-in the provinee. Why ? Because they know that
nif communal harmony is disturbed, they will suffer most. Hindus, for °
-ingtance, know that large numbers of their brethren Jive in"villages which’
-are far flung on the boundaries of the province. Three Divisions, at least,
‘in our provinee are preponderantly Maslim and if any Hindu is so foclish
a3 t0 do anything provoking, he will bring misery to his own co-religionists
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The same is the case with Bikhs. -~ They may be strong.in a few districts,
but they also know that thousands -of their brethren are livinj in areas’
where no help can be sent. ' R -

The Honourzble Premier said that it. was not contemplated to. adopt
or a3k for any new powers. At any rate he has no such intention at the
present moment. It was also made quite clear by Mr. Gurmani that it
was not the intention of this resolution that the Government should
be armed with fresh powers or that any new laws should be enacted, If
that is so, what was the necessity of bringing forward this resolution ?°
Mr. Gurmam was pleased to point out that the object of this resclution
was, a3 it were, to awaken the Government to the existing state of affairs
and to draw their pointed attention to the need for astion. What action ? -
If the action contemplated is to hunt out those who commit murders and .
those who kidnap women and children everybody would welcome such
action. If the Government were to take action to find out any illicit arms, .
everybody would support them. If the (Government were to take aection
that people from beyond the borders should not be aliowed to come and
roam about without any eontrol, withont any licence, permit or passport, .
everybody will whole-heartedly help the Government, because apprehen-.
sion i8 entertained’ with respect to their movements in this province, as a
matter of fact in all parts of the country. As we are situated close to the-
danger zone, We are more anxious than people of the other provinces. In.
fact 1 have been most anxious and I pointed out in s very important meet- -
ing, the Honourable Premier knows it, that this country is one of the most
wretched countries on the face of the earth where every Tom, Dick andi
Harry can come from all parts of the workd without any let of Kindrance. .
If we want to go to another country, we must have passports, but here
peopie can come at their sweet - will and can carry on their trade licit
or illicit without any control from the Government. Moneylenders aud '
petty shopkeepers of the provinee have been placed whder all sorts of
restrictions in the form of licence, registration, marketing committees -
and so on; but these people from outside are free from all control and every--
body knows of what mischief they are capable. If the Government want
to take some action to prevent any. .possibility—nay, ‘even likelihood~of .
mischief being done, they will have ovr whole-hearted support. But the speech .
made by the Parliamentary Secretary,  Raje Ghezanfar Al Khan, has:
thrown out, some insinuations. He said there -are some people ‘Who have
not shown sufficient activity towards the —war effort: there are some -
people who are confined to certain particular organisations and who make -
speeches and o on. If the:intention is to provoke the Glovernment or to-
instigate the Government, if it requires any. instigation —I think it does
not—if the intention is to instigate the Government to take such actior to
prevent legitimate activitios, religious or any other, then T subroit that “this
resolution will do more harm than geod. - I'may again emphasise that i
the Honourable Premier does anything to stop the activities of those peoplé -
«Who indulge in mischief for' the sake of fun without ‘any sense of Tespon- -
sibility in order to fish in troubled waters, as'they say in English, I shali’
be with him. But if any class or community that feels aggrieved andi
genuinely so, gives expression to its grievances and its comnplaints in a-
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legitimate and lawful manner, I think the Government will be committing:
a grisvons wiong if taking this mandate. from a number of people ir} this
Housge, they do something which would hinder in any way this legitimate
agtivity. = Inpolitics there are always differences of opinion and if & difference
in political opiniex or in economic prineiples is going to be penalised because
a, certain section in, this. House wants the Government 4o do so, then 1
would warn the Hongurable: Premier that this resolution and any aetion
taken upon it will. be productive more. of mischief 'than of good. But I
“hope.that thers is no such intention-and.tha.t. the honourable parliamentary
secretary. did not intend what his unguarded, words might lead one io
conclude from them (Rujo Ghazanfor Ali Khan: What were those words ?)
I have already mentioned them . Ihope he did not mean that the legitimate
activities of any elass or community of people or of any érghnisation would
be checked simply bécsuse they stand dp and elamour for their rights or
agitate to ventilate their grievances. If that he not o, then my submis-
sion is that this resolution would be considered to be & mischievous resolu-
tion not interided to carry out what it professes to carry out. I do not
impuate any fiotive, I do not say that this is the intention of the mover,
if he iz at all'responsible for the wording of the resoJution or that it is the-
intention -of anybody ‘else. But if this resolution i¢ made an excuse for
any such activity on the part of the Government then I would submit that
that would be an evil day for the Punjsb, Otherwise so'far as the checking
of communal strife or ending of the activities of those people who want to
~ hinder war effort - (Hoar, hear from the Ministerial benches) or play the role
of fitth eolumnists, if there are any-—I do not know of anybody—then the-
Government will have the support of every one. I Hope the Honoursble
Premier will make the position clear in' his final remarks in connection.
with this redolution. - ' ' o
Again, sir, the honourable mamber was: pleased to state that 3 number-
' of people have been shut up in jails. I have no case
before me ‘to say that they were shut dp justly or
unjustly, but the fact remains thet they were shut up.- They mmst have-
heen shut up under some provision of the law or rules which have the force.
of law. Under these very rules-or laws people who are considered - and.
honestly eensidered,iby the -Government to be a source -of mischief can be-
dealt with. ..T have one ease of 8 member of this House—now gx-member:
Dr. Satya Pal—whose activities have been resiricted and up-to now he has.
not got the right to'make any speech or attend any meeting.

 Khan Babadur Mian Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani; Who restricted.
his activities, the Congress or the Government ? L

. Dx, Sir Golul Chand Naxang : I do not know ou what grounds.
Government had {o restrict his Liberty of speech or his liberty of association .
with any meeting that he may like to attend. If sufficient reasons exist
in the case of some one else Government can take action under the same
lgw under which action was taken against Dr. Satya. Pal. There is the.
Indian Penal (ode, there is the Criminal Procedure Code and there ol the-
Defence of India Rules, I think all these measures are . more than suffictent
to give power to the Government to take necessary action, whenever occa~-
gion arises for that purpose, : : -

& p m
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The Honourable Promier was right and-it was good on his part to say
that it was not contemplated to have any other power or to have any other
law introduced in this province. But if there was nothing, as I have said,
this resolntion was absolutely futile. Now this House has given sufficient
warning and made Takid to the Government to be up and doing. This
regolntion can be withdrawn with-the permission of the House. It has
served its purpose. Most of the speeches niade in support of the resolution
had very little to do with the subject matter of the resolution but ereated
unnecessary feeling by making reference to things which were entirely out-
sido the scope of the resolation. : -

Rao Pohop Singh (East Punjab Landholders) (Urda): Sir, it appears
‘from the perusal of this rezolution that war has eome at the threshold of
India. Now if that is the position, it is but natural that mischisvous
-elements in the population would iry to take advantage of it by creating
panic or public alarm in the country with & view to advancing their own
perverse objects. This resolution also points out that owing to certain
developments in the international sitmation, certain: people in the country
might play the fifth column and promots communal strife. It has, therefore,
‘heen urged upon the Government that they should take effective adminis-
trative measures to deal with the mischief-mongers firmiy. And if in the
discharge of this duty Government find it necessary te arm themselves
with new powers, they should have ithem by means of passing such legis-
lation as they may consider desirable. Honourable moembers shonld not
lose sight of the fact that the resolution does not make it mandatory for
the Government to legislate ; it merely keeps the door open so that they
may, without any let or hindrance, act promptly at times of urgent nead.
Hence this resolution is extremely innocuous and my honourable friends
over there need have no apprehensiong sbout it, ' - -

(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the chais.).

T take this opportunity to congratulate my honourable friend Dr.
‘Narang for making an' admirable specch. His lucid and vivid portrayal
-of the potential dangers confronting the country and the conditions pre-
vailing in the province, brought home to everybody the necessity of taking
-strong measures by the Government to stem the rising - tide of crime.
But he was pleased to remark that he would be prepared to accord his
fullest support to the resolution if its second part dealing with the taking
of further powers was deleted. Here 1 dt;jlot seg .eye, to_eye with; him.
1 rather congider “it to:be vt essential and of ‘vital ifnportance.”” This
part of the resclution would bring credit to the honourable membérs and raise
them in the eyes of the public throughdut #he province. The masses
‘would applaud their keen sense of duty. They would think that their
representatives in the legislature fully realise the danger ahead and are
unanimously prepared even to give fresh powers to the Government to
cope_ with the lawlessness in the province or any situation that may arise.
T anBsure this will dispe! any doubts lurking in the minds of my honourable
friends opposite. Hence this resolution has been put forward enly to keep
the Government in a state of preparedness to put down with a firm hand,
4bhe mischief-mongers seeking to promote communal strife or create bad
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blood smong the different communities. But I am constrained to remark
that my honourable friends over there, have, without taking the merits of
the cage into eonsideration, truculently attacked the resolution and imput-
ed motives to the Government. This is very uncharitable on their part.
This resolution rather indicates the strong desire on the part of the legisla-
tors of the Punjab t0 maintain law and order in the province, Then if
I have understood my honourable friends opposite well, I think they are
afraid that if further powers are vested in the Government, it might give the
latter a handle to arvest them. ' I inay assure them that that is not the case)
Government's armoury is already full. There i¢ a deadly, an all-powerful -
and & comprehensive weapon in the form of Defence of India Rules. It is
30 wide thaf anybody can be hauled up and placed behind the bars nnder
any pretext. Hence the question of their arrest under the new powers
sought to be given to the Government, does not arise. I rather think that
the honourable members should not attach much importance to this part
of the resolution. They should also refrain from imputing motives and

‘questioning the bona fides of the Government. -

. _Then, gir, another matter which had absolutely no bearing on the
subject had been brought in by my honourable friends and that is the agra-
rian legiglation. They aver that the agrarien lawe are to a comsiderable
extent responsible for poisoning the atmosphere of the Punjab, and that
they haye crested communal strife and class hatred in the province. Here
Tagain beg to differ with them.  The majority party, that is, the Govern-
ment eould not stand the appalling sight of the poor people being exploited
mercilessly by the richer elasses who had usurped the rights of the former
and ‘also treated them shabbily. .By legislating agrarian measures the
Government have done no wrong to anybody. They have merely enabled
the down-trodden people to enjoy their own legitimste rights. I ask, where
19 the necessity of Swaraj or provincial autonomy or good government, if
the poor peoplé aze to continue to be exploited and theit rights to be trampl-
ed under foot.2..1 firmly believe:that tommunal strife or clase hatred cannot
be exterminated unless the ‘haves’ share their comforts with the ‘havemots’
or at least recognise the legitimate rights of the poor and stop. exploita-
tion. (Hear, hear.) " I am of the view that agrarien enactiments would go a
long way to bring about peace, contentment and amity ~among the
peaple. e R S

It has been said about Chaudhri 8ir Chhotu Ram that he has created
an awakening in.the minds of those people who have been deynizodden
fop .the last 86 many centuries and whom he has reminded:. of their - rights
which have been usurped by others. . I ask where.is the hsrmi.if Chandbxi
Bir, Chhotu Ram has encouraged the poor pessants to regain their lost
rights and has himself fought for their demands in this House. My learned
friend Malik Barkat Ali has ssid that Chaudhri 8ir Chhotw Ram has been
guilty of ereating eclass hatred by his speeches. He also.remarked that time
will judge of his action and posterity will pass strictures against him, In
this respect I would like to tell my honourable friend. Malik Barkat Ali
that even the Prophet Muhammad, who on seeing an old woman bent with
heavy Joad offered his services and carried the load himself or his back to
her house and who once on seeing a child weeping, being afraid of his master’s
fury over ppilt milk, got him milk from the bazar, could not escape the
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gtrietures of his enemies who conspired against hint on account of his con-
terpt for jdol-worship. They got him shut in a honse and wanted to punish
him, but by the grace of God the Prophet managed to get away. Sir, what
I want to drive at is this that nobody even by forming a clique can harm
a person who has been serving mankind in true earnestness. If some of
my honourable friends opposite. want to threaten Chaudhri Sir Chhotn
Ram I wmay assure them that our Minister is above that. He has passed
measures by which the victims of unemployment would be in a posi-
tion to get employment and by whieh the poor peasants would be able to
have proper price for their grain in the markets. Is it not a fact that from
the time when the éxchequer came into existence Government have been
spending money lavishly on the cities alone and facilities have never been
provided to rural people ? If to-day Sir Chhotu Ram comes forward and asks
us to spare g large amount of money for the benefit of poor zamindars who
have been deprived of facilities for centuries together, I do not know where
lies the harm. Is it the monopoly of urban people to take advantage of the.
(tovernment exchequer and not the rural people who pay for it ? When
he asks this my friends opposite at once stand up on their seats and cry out
that Sir Chhotu Ram had created a problem of rural and urban people.
I ask, are they justified in making this insinuation against the Minister ?
Not at all. My submission is that Government shounld be for those who
form the backbone of the country. T may also point out thatif attention
is invited 1o any defects in the legislation, Government would be right glad
to remove them, But at present my friends opposite should not stand in
the way of this simple resolution, whose object is that through the length
and breadth of the province it should be made known to the public
that the Punjab Assembly is out to punish those who would create  eom-
munal strifs in the province. '

With regard to Pakistan I would say that this scheme is not clear ss
90 per cent Musalmans and 90 per cent Hindug do not understand it correetly.
Malik Barkat Ali : It is crystal clear to us. ' '
'Rao Pohop Singh : Is it Sir Sikander’s scheme or. ...
Malik Barkat Ali: We are all one.
Premier : But I will never go with you even if it be to heaven.
(Loueghter and noise.) :
Rao Pohop Singh: As you are awere, Sir, the Muslim League is
_ pitted against other organisations of Hindus, ete. It is possible that any
member of these rival organisations of Hindus might suggest to his party
that as the Muslim League was working to their great deiriment they should
attack it or the Muslim Leaguers might take it into their heads that as
Hindus were a stumbling block in the way of achieving their aspirations.
they should try to exterminate them or at least violently remove them irom -
their way. It is thie contingency which Government want to avert and for
that purpose they have arranged for additional police to cope with the sitna-
tion.

 Then some of my honourable friends opposite made references to the.
resignation of our Premier from the National Defence Councik I may
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point ouf, that our Premier was in favour of going into the National Defence
Council. - When he was called by Mr. Jinnah to sttend the meeting of Muslim
League Working Committee and to explain reasons for accepiing the mem-
bership of the Defence Council he ¢alled 76 members of the Uniomst Party
at Lahore and asked them what to do if Mr. Jinnah asked him to resign
from the Defence Council. -The 76 members handed over their resignations
from Mushim Lieague to the Honourable Premior and told him that if Mr.
Jinnah did not permit him to work on the Natioral Defence Council he should
convey those 76 resignations to Mr. Jinnsh on this particular issme.  This
is what the Honourahle Premier did. He told Mr. Jinnak straight off that
a8 long as he represented the whole province as a Premier-and not as Siz
Bikandex none could command or dietate to him. Further our Premier
told Mr. Jinnah that he had accepted the membership on the Nations}
Defence Council as a Premier of the Punjab and not ag a representative
of the Muslim Leagus. When the letter of His Excelleney the Governor
of Bombay was shown to bim in which it-was written that he had been taken
ag o representative of the great Muslim eommunity, he at once replied that
he did not want to work on that Council as & representative of the Muslivy
eommaunity. He said that as he was the Premier of his own provinee ke
could . not exclusively represent the Mushm commumity.. He. further
remarked that as long as he was representing. Hindug, Mislkims; Sikhs and
oven Harijans of his province he would never-accept that offer of representing
the Muslim community and Muslim community alone.- He also said that
it wag far from him to do that. Butitis a thousand pities that my honour-
able friends opposite instead of cheering this admirable attitude of the
Honourable-Promier start attacking him in an ungentlemanly manner.
submit that the honourable members sitting over there ought to have
-appreciated his sportsmanlike spirit, frankness and straightforwardness
with which he has made out a good case of our land of five rivers exclusively
with & view to preserve communal harmony in this province. As the sole
Purpose of the resolztion is to secure national pafety im the province, I
would submit that its objects are very simple and innoeent.  Bir, it 1is
«obvious that the preservation of commanal harmony in the provioce is very
Dnodessary &b this oritical time, I.wonder how my honourable friends
opposite could afford to differ on this point. It is really high time that
Government should adopt effective administrative measures to- eope with
the vicious activities of mischievous elements and should see to it that evary:
mischief-msker is punished for hiz nefarious attempts to create panic or’
public alarm or promote communal strife in the province.

.. With these fow words, air, I si;rohgly support this resolution.

" Khan Mubhamimad Yusuf Khan (Rawalpindi Saddar, Muslim, Rural}
{(Urdisy : Bir, in spite of the faet that the resolution now before the Houss
has been diseussed at length and the Honourable Premier, who is the most
responsible of all the members of the Houss, has fully explained the import
of the words in which the resclution is couched, much irrelevant talk has
been indulged in by the hononrable members opposite. - In fact the
language of the resolution is abaolutély nnambiguous. Government is merely:
seeking to put a stop to the nefarious activities of those persons who wans
to creato panic and alsrm among the people. With thig end in view ‘the
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Government will have to use their administrative powers, and it iz these
powers which they are, as of right, seeking through this resolution.

The interpretation which some of the honourable members have given
0 the words of the resolution is not what was intended by the mover of the
resolution. My honourable friend Malik Barkat Ali has laid a groat stress
on the fact that this resolution is & direct blow to the liberty of the press.
Let me agsure my honourable friend that it is not so. 8o long as the Press
1 working for and in conformity with.the democratic ideals no patriotic
person, much less & Government which has inherited those principles as a
legacy, can take such an undemoeratic action. The honourable Malik Sahib-
has iwisted its words to give this resolution a hideous form so that the
public may shrink at the very sight of it and believe that the Unionist
Government is making inroads on their ¢ivil liberties.. He said that laxge
subsidies have been granted to some of the newspapers in order to gag the
Pross, and went so far as to say that the Press has been debauched by the
present Government so much go that it does not refleet the sentiments of
the public at all. Unfortunately it is an erroneous and unecalled for attack
on the infegrity of the Punjab Press. Mzlik Sahib is certainly not within
hig rights to level such an irresponsible atiack on the Press.  Although
I do not represent the Press and, besides, the Pross is capable of defending
itself, yet I am obliged to say that those allegations are baseless. A single
glance at the various newspapers iz enough to prove the hollowness of these
allegations. : The Press has, since the war started, given a very intelligent
and sensible lead to public opinion. . People of ail shades of thought in India
are nnanimous in their denunciation of the Nazis and are a3 one man desirous
of their downfall. “When even my honourable fiiend Malik Barkat Al
has gaid that if he were asked to choose between the methods of Hitler
and Churchill he would certainly go the Churchill way, why should not the
Press reflect the true sentiments of the people ? But when it i¢ saying
exactly what my honourable friend says, he alleges that the Press has been
bribed by the Government. Secondly, he says that the Unionist party
bas bought the support of the Press by advancing big sums of money. I
am surprised to hear this preposterous allegation, He should have by
now known that the Unionist party does not require any one’s support. The
personal influenee of each one of the members of the party and the effect
of its programme for the welfare of the provines is enough to win for it a
place in the hearts of the people. - (Hear, kear.) I do not see any reason
why our party should seek to enlist the support of the Preas by such methods
when it is highly esteemed by the public. The Unionist party had first
devised a programme in'aecordance with the wishes of the peopls and the
Press has only followed the trend of public thought and reflected their
admiration of it afterwards. These are the real facts and I am at a loss to
understand how the Press can be accused of not representing the public
thought. _ '

Again, s0. far as the communal activities of the Press are concerned,
not very long ago before the Unionist Government assumed the administra-
tion of the Province the front page of every paper used to splash big headlines
of even the most minor communal clashes, giving deteils of the number of
Hindus or Musalmans killed or injured. But now such news are not given
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o much prominence and do not incite the peoples’ minde. This is really
W hat the Press should do and it is in fact doing.it.

* * Then my honourable friend Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber unnecessarily
dragged the Pakistan question into the debate and said that if the Mastims
supporting this scheme gave up the idea Punjab wouid be rid of all
communal strifes. May I ask him if he has consulted Malik Barkat Ali, who
is second to none in opposing this resolution, whether or not he agreed with
us on thig issue ? - .

8ir, as my honourable friend Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang remarked
there is no one so foolish as not to wish to end the communal strife once-
and for all. 'Taking all these things into consideration I beg to submit
that so far as the language of this resolution is eoncerned the Government.
do not wish o do anything which may be repugnant to any other Govern--
ment. On the contrary they are seeking to do what every Government ie
in daty bound to doin the interest of the people, '

. With these words I wholeheartedly support the resolution now before-
the House. = -~ S :

(Voices:  The question be now put.)

Mz, Spealier : . The question jg—

That the gueetion be now put.

The motion was carried. _

Mr. E. Few : 8ir, there is nothing very much for me to say -because.
all the points raised have been met by the supporters of the resolu-
tion, My friends on tho opposite benches seem to find a ruare's nest
in every resolution that is moved from this side of tho House and they
impute to it ulterior motives. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition:
opened the attack and as iz nsual with him finds in it the clutching hand
of the Marketing Act and therefore, argued on those lines. Al higarguments
amounted to hot air and, therpfore, need no comments. Mian Abdul Aziz
in every debate resurrécts tho ghosts of the superseded Lahore Municipality..
. Malik Barkat Ali as vsual poses as the sole monopolist of *“ wisdom ” and
‘condemns everything not emanating from him. '

This resolution is an appreciation of the action of the Government in
preserving . the trapquillity of the province, and as we'do not know what
situation we will be faced with to-morrow we have pleaded to Government
{o arm themselves with the powers to stifle ail subversive activities. That
is the resolution pure and simple, and as such I think it should get a unani--
moug vote. o N . o

- Premier (Fhe Honourable Major 8ir Sikander Hyat-Khan) (Urdu): Sir,.
I had no mind fo speak a second time, but my hononrable friend Dr. Sir
Gokul Chand Narang, who probably was not present when I spoke last, has
asked me to explain the object of this resolution. I do not want unneces-
sarily to detain the House and, therefors, I shail confine my remarks to ex-
plaining to my honourable friend as to what I understand to be the object
of the resolution. It is.this. - As the war situation iz becoming more
serious, it i8 just possible that it may adversely affect the internal atmos--
phere of the provinee. In view of this fact it is suggested that if any
migehiovous pergon tries to exploit the present internatjonal developments:
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for the purpose of creating panie or public alarm or to promote communal
strife then Government shouid take prompt action—administrative action
of course—to put 3 stop to the vicious activities of such individuals. Itis
further suggested that if and when the Government finds that more powexd
are needed to eope with the situation.it should take steps to ask for those
powers. That, sir, is the object of the resolution, and that is exactly what
the honourahle mover of the resolution has himself said. _

<~ Bome honourable members opposite, have said that the Governmen
has ample powers already. True, we possess certain powers to deal with
such situations, and we have been making nse of those powers whenever
it has been necessary to do so, I am also satisfied that if and when any
further powers are required, I have only to ask the Assembly, whick can be
summpned at short notiss, and -which can be relied upon to give us the
necesgary powers ad it has done in'the-past. But let me make 1t clear once
_again that just at present we do not need any additional powers.

Now let me draw my honourable friend’s atéention to the wording
of the resolution which will make it clear to him why 1 am supporting it.
T want him particularly to note the * possibility of mischievous elements
in the population seeking to create panic or publi¢ alarm or p 0En0te” com-

-munal strife with a view to advance their own perverse objects.” These
words are self-explanatory end leave no room for any doabt or misappre-
‘hension. My honourable friend may res ssgured that no one who merely
ventilates the legitimate grievances of his commanity need have any appre-
“hension regsrding the object of this resolupion. We have never tried to
_curb legitimate activities and we do not mean to deviate from that policy
and practice in the future either. But, lot me slgo make it clear that if
anybody tries to promote. communal hatred or strife, on the pretext of
ventilating grievances or protecting the rights of his community and thus
_endangerg the peace of the province I will not hesitate to take effective
_action against him. I trust my honourable friend will agree with me
that if further powers are needed for this purpose Government should have
them. If I am wrong in this the House has a right to say =0 and I chall
~abide by your decision. Bub it is time we realized that war is not so far
away from our country as some ghort-gighted people seem to think, We
are not living in those ages when it took an army months to traverse short
distances. The seroplane and mechanical devices have complotely trans-
“formed warfare with the result that one cannot say when the war may
reach our borders or shores. We must take good care that we are not
. caught napping. If, God forbid, the situation deteriorates and we consider
. that further powers are riecessary to meeb it we will not hesitate 60 régquest
you t0 give us those powers. We have hitherto given a long rope to com-
munal and other mischief-makers but we cennot allow them to continue
their migchief in future if we find that it will endanger the peace and tran-
. quillity of the province. And let me repeat that if and when the necessity
_arises Government shall use its powers to the fullest extent without the
least hesitation. If the House does et approve of that policy it can say
g0 now and turn us out.

In the past certain people have been indulging in activities which I
.gongider to be prejudicial to the best interests of the province, but I have
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Beon:patient with them in the hope that having regard to the war situation
they will themselves miend théir ways. As I have said [ have been patient
withithese.people, but you cannot expect any Government worth the name
to allow such activities to continue unchecked for any length of time parti-
cularly at this critical juncture. We cannot allow mischief-makers to play
bavoe with the poace of the province. I trust the House will agrse with
me that it i8 the duty of every well-wisher of the country to sappori actively
the Government of the day in this matter: (dpplause.) As I have already
stated, we have been using the powers that we possess whenever it has been
nec¢essagy to'do s0. ' - _

We have appointed special staff for unearthing and recovering uu-
licenced arms., We are also doing our best to check smuggling of arms
from outgide the province. We have taken steps in other directions also in
order to preserve the peace of the provinee. There may be differences het-
ween us in the sphere of politics, but I am confident that when there is need
to curb mischievous elements or to check any move to disturb the peace
of the province every honourable member in this House will coms forward
willingly to lend his support to Government to enabls us to nip the evil
in the bud. ~ That being the position I see no reason why thers should be any
difference of opinion between us regarding the inberpretation of this resolu-
tion. Bo, while it may not be necessary at present to give effect to the
second part of the resolution I make bold to say that no sincere and patriotic
parson can take exception to the first part., If the first part is opposad
the very mischievous elements whom we want to curb may be encouraged
by thig opposition and may be misled into the belief that they can go on
with impunity ‘with their machinations and might even cite the views
expressed by say, Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang or my honoursble friend
Malik Barkat Al I once again sssure the honourable members that I am
not'particular abdut the second part of the resolution. Delete it if you
will. | Byt the first part should be adopted without any opposition, so that
the ‘psople ‘outside may know that the Punjab Assembly is unanimous in
the matter of putting a stop to the mischievous activities of unscrupulous
persons and that thers is no difference of opinion on thig point. (Cheers.)

ry Spealer : The question is—
" That the following reeolution be adopted :—

In view of the recont developments in the international situation and the poasibility

© ' tof mischievous elements in the population secking to creste papic or public
alarm or promote communal strife with & view to advance their OWD perverse
objects this Amsembly urges upon the Govemment to adopt effective adminis.
trativa messures to cope with the vicious activities of theso clements ‘and,
if necossary, to take further powers by means of passing such fresh legislation
a5 it may copsider desirable.

The Assembly divided : Ayes 70 ; Noes 17.
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CoNTROL 0F WHEAT PRICE.

Chaudbri Muhammad Hussein (Gujranwsala East, Muhammadan,
Rural) (Urdu): 8ir, I beg to move—

This Amembly recommends to the Government to convey to the Government of Im.ﬂl
this Assembly’s emphatic protest against the low level of whest price at which
the Government ofp India have expressed their intention to inatitute comtrpl
snd further to convey to the Government of India this Assembly’s considered
viow that in order properly and adequately to saieg-:ard the interests of the

wor, duty on the import of foreign wheal should be restored to its previous
vel from April next. -
Sir, I would like to make a minor alteration in my resolation and it is this

that for the words ** April next ", the words ** December 1941 ** be sub-
stitated.

The permission was granied.

Chaudhri Mohammad Hussain (Urdu) : Sir, the necessity of moving
this resolution has arisen from the faet that the Govern-
ment of India have disclosed their intention of con-
trolling the price of wheat at Rs. 4-6-0 per maund,  Further, it is clear
from the reports that are published in the various newspapers that the
Government of India have made up their mind to give a practical shape
to this intention of theirs. For instance, the following report published

in the Civil and Military Gazette is quite relevant to the issne :—
At the Indisn Government’s request the British Food Ministry has refrained from
buyiag any mote wheat in Indin until the end of the year as the Indisn authar

rities deaive to reduce Indisaz wheat price to a ressonabie level to facilitate

official purchases for ahipment to Iran and ebiewhere. Shipment of wheat
slready Eought by the Food Ministry will however continue as arranged.

8ir, such reports as this go to show that the Government of Tndis is
bent upon introducing control at four rupees six annas per maund of wheat,
The control of wheat price at this low level will most adversely affect the
whole of India because this country is mainly an agricultural country. Its
two-third population depends on agriculture. In other words, the two.
third population of India is comprised of zamindars and cultivators. Again,
of all the provinces of India the Punjab will be the worst sufferer, becanse
the only industry of the Punjabis is agriculture. This is the chief source
of livelihood in the Punjab. * I will, here, quote another report that has
appeared in the newspapers about the intention of Government to control
the price of wheat, It runs as follows :—

4 p.m.

** London, Novetnber, 1924. The Indian Government has secured two ships to bmf
sixteen thousand tone of Ausiralian wheat, one to Bombay and one to Cal-
cptta, to roplace Indian wheat shipped from Earachi ares to Persjan Quif,
Although both exports and imports are tiny com with the total Indian
contumption, it is believed that this move will at t psychologicelly deflate
the uuwarrantable bullishness which Indisn wheat spesulators lately  die.
plazed. Anyway, it is stated that the Brj’t»ish Food Ministry does not intend
%o buy further Indian whest at the current igh prices. The price four rapees

. ®iX annae per mannd f. 0. b, Kavachi is considered quite high engugh,

Failing the doflation of the Indian wheat market following the latest developmenta
sud & further period of waiting by the authorities, some more drastic official
action is eopaidered most probable, for instance abstention by the Purchasing
Commigaion, though onty as a last Pesort.—Reuter.”

I would like to point out that just as the budget of the Punjab Govern-
ment depends on the income of the cultivators and zamindars, similarly
the budget of the zamindars mainly depends on wheat which ig the money
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crop of the zamindars.  Qut of every rupee that zamindars earn, fourtesn
annas come from the price of wheat. If, therefore, the price of wheab. i3
controlled at a low level, the whole income of a zamindar will have been
controlled thereby at a low level.

Let us consider in detail the facts and figures relating to this point.
About 87 per cont population of the Punjab lives in the rural areas and the
main oceupation of the ruralitesis agriculture. There is absolutely no other
source of livelihood open to the rural population of the Punjab exceph
agriculture and if agriculture will yield nothing to the Punjabis, they will
naturally begin to starve. But what is the position of the rest of the people
The present war has brought about a golden age for other people inasminch
a3 they are earning 50 per cent and even 100 per cent profite. Hwery
thing has become dear.  The traders are selling things at & profit.of 68 to
100 per cent and are amassing wealth.  But the zamindars have not
benefited by the war prices. The zamindars sold their wheat to thé
traders at a low price, and now when the next crop of wheat is being sowm, .
and looked after by the zamindars, the Government of India has come -
forward to contzol the price of wheat. The zamindars eannot store much, .
of their wheat as they have to pay land revenue to the Government and to..
do so they have to sell half of their produce. Most of the rest is needed. for
paying instalments of debt to the co-opsrative banks and for consumption
in the house, or paying the servants.

During this war the zamindars have come forward as one man in res-
ponse to the call of their respected leader to help the Government in their
war effort with men and money. They have spared no ‘pains in fulfillin
the pledge of unconditional help that the Honourable Premier - of the
Punjeb had given to the British Government as soon ag the war broke out.
The zamindars convened conferences and meetings in support of the war
and ite suecessful prosecution. They offered their own kith and kin for
recruitment, and made liberal contributions towards the war loan. Nao,
other class can compete with the zamindars in this respect. They have léft
all other people far behind by offering the largest number of recruits and by.
giving the biggest sums of money to the war purposes fund and the war loan.
But what a poor reward the Government of India is proposing't¢ give them
for these meritorious and loyal services ! The Government of India intends
to control the price of wheat at a low lovel o that the zamindars maéy not
be able to profit by selling their wheat at bigher prices. Is this o fit reward
for the loyalty of the zamindars ? They did not rise to the clarion eall of
their leader in order to be treated so shabbily by the Government of Indis,
As a matter of faet the prices of agricultural commodities have been very
low for the last 15 years. Whgat has bheen selling mostly at the rate of one
rupee and eight or four annas per maund. After paying land revenme
and water-rate much of wheat is not left with the zamindars, May 1
remind the Government that the zamindars have been in the grip of poverty
for the last so many years and it was only now that the prices of agriculfural
produce were beginning to rise ¢ Hitherto the zamindars have not been
able to make both their ends meet and as soon as the prices have.showa ...’
an upward tendency, Government has come in to deny to the. zamindap.:
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his rights. Where wag the Government when the i:rices were g0 low that
the poor-zamindars could hardly maintain themselves on agriculture ¢

" You will temember, sir, thet only in the recent past stark penury
stared the zamindar in his face. Hp could not even make his both ends
meet, what' to speak of paying Government dues like land revenne, otc, It
is ah ‘undisputed faet that whén owing to the fall of prices:the zamindar.
was in'the grip of poverty, the Government did not come to his reseue and
took o substantial paiis to help him in tiding over the difficulty. Now I
fail té.nundérstand why when the price of wheat has gane s little higher, the
Govérnment of Indid have thought fit.to control the price. This action
takeén by thé ‘Central Government iz mogt unjustified and wuncalled for.
The ‘attitude displayed by the Government of India connotes that they
cannot tolsrate the prosperity of the zamindars. A litile rise in the price:
of wheat has driven them at once to think of controlling the price. I
deplore this non-chalant attitude and urge upon them through the Panjab
Government the desirability, of abolishing this control. - _

" As I have already stated, the Government of India intend to control
the wheat price .2t Rs. 4-6-0. Now if you just take into aceount the
sweat, toil and labour put in by the zamindar throughout the year in order
to get his produce of wheat, you will realise that under the price control,
he would not-be able to get even the. cost of production. He starts the -
process of cultivation in the month of September and it is in- April next
that he is able to reap his fruij, Butitisa thousand pities that the fruit of
his labour, thatis, the wheat, does not fetch him even the * just price °, while
the expenses incarred by him'in eonnection with the labour put in by his
children and the remuneration. paid to the agricultural labourers, exceed
the price per maund of wheat, a8 fixed by the Government of India, I
would not be exeggerating facts if T say that he does not get even a just
price of his'produce (not to speak of the *fair price *) which is considered
to be the-amount required just to keop the indusiry going on. Now wheat
is the staple food of the province and the mainstay of the agriculturists.
It this industry is allowed to be ruined by such agtions of the Government
of Intia, the samindars will b hard hit and this will bring in its wake untold
raiseries -fo the teeming millions of ‘the province. I am, therefore, of the
opinion that as this price control of ‘wheat is going to affect the peasantry
of the Punjab adversely, the Government of India would be well advised
to 4o awny with if. S ' L : _

Again, it is a well-known principle of economics that with the rise
of price level the production of that commodity increases and vice
verse.  Now as the price of wheat is going 1o be controlled, it is but natural ,
that the produstion of -wheat should dwindle away to the great detriment
of the-rural population. Hence accordibg to this established principle
it 18 justified: that the price control of wheat should be cancelled.

-Then, sir, let us take inko consideration other commodities. Take for
instance; gur’. . Preyviously it used to sella¢ the rate of Rs; 2-8-0 per maund: -
and, gven, now; although, the, war is more timn. two: years old, it is fetohing
almost the same price. In other words.the samindar who grows: sagarcane -
and prodieds gur, ng longer derives any extra benefit: accruing out of the
war conditions, I think, he hardly gets thie expenses.of - produetion. ' Then*
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let us take the case of indigenous cotion (dest Kapas). It sells as usnal
at the pre-war rate of Rs. 5 per maund, Its price has not a whit increased.
Hence, this, too, has not proved a lucrative business to the zamindars. Bo
far ags Ameriean cotton i3 concernad, I do concede, that the zamindar has
to some extent earned profits from its sale. Buf this species of cotton suffers
badly from & disease known as ‘Tirik’. The result is that its produection
i8 restricted as it has not proved a signal success. So out of all staple com-
modities it is wheat and wheat alone which has proved a paying proposition
to the zamindar on account of the little rise in price, But the pity of it is
that an increase of Re, 1-8-0 in the previous wheat price level has made the
Geovernment panicky and they are determined to institute & control over
its price. Again the difficulty is that the Central Government have alto-
gether ignored the expenses incurred by the zamindar on his own person
and in conneetion with the maintenance of his family. They have lost
gsight of the fact that the prices of other necessities of life are soaring very
high. The price of salt kas doubled and that of iron from which the agri-
culiural implements are made, has gone up four times. The ordinary
‘phala’ which could be had before the breaking of hostilities, at a nominal
price of two annas now costs twelve annas. But g0 far no order has been
passed by Government for controlling the prices of such artieles. It is a
glaring injustice that the price of that commodity on which depends the
very existence of the zamindars, has been controlled.

Besides, I would like to point out that 27 years ago, during the last
Great War, we had to pass throngh very diffieult and delicate times bat
even during that eritical period of four years no control over the prices was
instituted by Government. Wheat at that time fetched a price of Rs. 12
a meund. 1 fail to understand what peculiar circumstances have coms
into existence which even in the third year of the present war, have impelled
the Government of India to control the price of wheat. I may point out
that this order will not only spell the ruin of zamindars but will also adversely
affoet the Government of India. I quite realise that the immediate
abolition of this control will bring enormous profits to the gpscuiators and
dealers only, but the zamindar will certainly be benefited during the months
extending from April to September when he will have harvested his produce
of wheat. He will then reap prefits on account of the inereased price of
wheat and will utilise the proceeds in ameliorating his condition, paying
off his debts and Covernment dues, etc., and aleo in liberally contributing
to the war funda. ' _

Then, the pinch of the control of the wheat priee will be felt by
the Government of India also bacause their war effort will be hampered,
rather it will receive s set back. As the control is tightened the paying
éapacity of the zamindar will decrease. Consequently he will not be
able to invest his surplus money in war loans, or make handsome contri.
butions to the war fund. It is, therefore, high time that the (lovernment
of India took stoekof the critical gituation and realising the snsceptibilities
of the agricniturists, refrained from instituting a control over the price of
wheat at such a low loevel. In view of the observations made by me, I
strongly urge upon the Panjab Government to press the Government of
Indje to desist from their intention of controlling the price of wheat.
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Now I would like to deal with the second part of the resolution. "It is
about the restoration of import daty on foreign wheat to its previous
lovel, so #hat the Indisn wheat may bo protected. Then the honourable
members are well aware of the fact that two ships earrying 16 thousand
tons of the Australian wheat have recently anchored at an Indian port.
In this connection I may also point out that the British Government have
decided not to import any wheat from India and therefore if the Australian
wheat is allowed to compete with the Indian wheatf, the latter will be at a
great disadvantage and fare badly if the former is not subjected to an import
duty at the previous level.

In other words if import duty is not imposed on the Amstralian wheat
it will sell at & cheap price as compared with the Indian wheat. In plain
leanguage it means that the poor zamindar will earn absolutely no profit
from the sale of his wheat. And if the import duty is imposed at the
previous fevel it would prove beneficial to the interests of India.

My submission therefore is that the import duty on foreign wheat at
the previous level should be restored in order to protect Indian wheat,
otherwise, as the existing circumstances indicate, India in general and the
Punjab in particular would stand to lose much in this respeet.

With these fow words, sir, T commend my resolution for the a.cceptance.
of the House.

Mr. Speaker : Resolation _moved tomm

This Assembly recommends to the Gavernment to convey to the Governmeat of In-
dis, this Assembly’s emphatic proteat against the low level of whoat price at
which the Government of India have exprossed their intention to inetitate
eontrol and farther to convey to the (overament of Indis this Awsmbly’s
considered view that in order properly and adequately to safeguard the in.
tereats of the grower duty on the import of foreign wheat should be restored
to ite previons level frora December, 1841.

Syed Amjad AL Shah (Parliamentary Private Secretary): On.
a point of order, sir. Thuraday is the next non-official day and as there are
not many Bills on the agenda, T would propose that this regolution may be
taken up on that day after the Bills have been disposed of. :

Mr. Spealier : 1 have no objection if the House agrees. There were
two days for private business. One wad given to resolutions and the othar
to Bills. Now, if the House agrees we might proceed with this resglution
on the second day after finishing the Bills.

The House agreed.

Mian Muhammad Nurullah (Lyellpar, Muhammadan, Rural) : Sir,
we ars thankful to the honourable member from Gujranwala for bringing
this resolution which is a very vital and important one from the point of
view of the zamindars of this province. ZFamindars form about 87 per cent
of the population and this resolufion concerns the welfare of the biggest
majority in the province,

Recently, & few months ago, I learnt that some of our representatives
wore going to the Government of India where a conference was being
ealled for the purpose of price control. . :It may he.that they may have con-
gidered many other poinis also., Bir, I am very glad that Chaudhri Sir
Chhotu Ram i3 very attentive. He was the person who reprosented us
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there. I will request him to give us the view he represented there. I
wrote to him a letter but he did not acknowledge it. Other Ministers too
do not acknowledge such letters. Why should he he an exception ? This
letter should have been especially acknowledged because it was.sent by s
zamindar and contained suggestions on behalf of the zamindars - of the
province. For my part I am satisfied if he got the letier ; it is immaterial
if he did not show the eourtesy of replying it. I am thankful to the honour-
able member who moved the resolution for having provided us with an
opportunity to express our views on such an important subject. He has
amended the resolation and I have stood up to support the amended resolu-
tion. Iam glad that the change has been made because otherwise the reso-
jation would have become futile.

The honourable mover of the resolution has gwen many pointed argu-
ments. I want to support him in each argument by giving facts and figures
from publications and books either of the Government of India or of the
Board of Economic Enquiry, I will show what benefits we get and how
much Government is benefited from a rise in prices. It was pointed ou
by the honourable member that Rs. 4-8-0 is not even what they call a
just price in economies. In this connsction I have to draw the attention of
this House to a book ‘published by the Imperial Couneil of Agriealtural
Research on the cost of production in the sugarcane and cobton tracts in
India. Ours is one of those tracts. They carried on these experiments
in the years 1984—87. During these threo years the price of wheat was
BRs. 2-2-0, 2-4.0 or 2-6-0; we can take the average price as Rs. 2-4-0,
At page 26 yon will find the "eost, of cultivation arrived at by two methods;
(a) In Lyallpur district the cost price was Re. 48.1-4, (b) by another
scientific method adopted by a certain professor (named therein) it works
ont at Rs. 43-2-0. There is no difference between the two and I will take
it at Bs. 43 or a litile more. Now let us apply the rise in prices and work
it out. I would like to stress the poiut before the House that a risein price
has affected largely the cost of cultivation. In this connection I should
like to draw the attention of the Hounse to eertain items which area part
of the cost of cultivation.

(4! thes stage the Assemb!y adjourned il 2430 p.m. on Friday, 5tk, Decem
ber, 1941.)
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.. BBGAR TAKBN: FRom HahNima, JaaTa aNp ‘CHawaN Sitem,

Raubasias. '
 *IT19.. Sardar Moola Singh: Will' the Honourabls : Minister of
Public Works be pleased to.state— L -

g?) whether it is a fact that mounted police visited yillage Dhurkot,

: polics 'statioti’ Dehlon, district Ludhigps, on"7th. Mareh, -
1041 ; L

(b whther 1% a fact that they asked Harnams, Jagta and Chanan
Singh, Ramdasies (scheduled easté) of ‘the said village for
begar and that on their refusal to give begar, the police dragged
them out of their houses and beat them ; . )

(6) whether it is a fact that then not agreeing to give begar even after
‘being beatén two of them,ie., Jagia and Chanan Singh were

“Kept in poli¢ce custody and beaten during the night ;

(@) whether it iz a fact that on 8th Mareh, Jagtas was let of and
Chanan Singh was taken to police station Dehlon and was kept -
there for the whole of the day and released in the evening ; '

{¢) whether it is & fact that the ssid Chanan Singh and his two com-
panions reported. the matter immediately to the Superintendent
of Police, Ludhiana, and that no action haz so far been taken

. by the latter in the matter ; if so, why, and what action is intended
to be taken by Government in the matter ? '
-Parlianiéi;t_ary S’c_er_etary (8haikh Paiz Muha-_mmad)_; (@) Yes.

(b) Allegations to this effect were made in an application submitted
to the Total authorities ; but when an enquiry was held by a gazetted officer
in the village itself, the complainants declined to lead any evidence.

{¢) snd (d} No evidence has been produced by the complainants on which
a decirion could be made. o :

“ () As mentioned in (b) sbove, an enquiry was held after the application
had been submitted.. _ o g

Serdar Moola Singh : May.I lmow from the Parliamentary Secretary
as to what action has been-teken sgainst the police officers who beat these
persons ? ° '
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Parliamentary Secretary : I have already stated that when a.
gazetted officer went o the place to hold an inquiry the complainants did
not lead any evidence,

ST I cew T £

Sardar Moola Singh ;: Is'it not s fact that pressure was brought to-
bear on -the complainants not to lead any evidence? e

Parliomentary Secretary: No, it is not true. The fact is that
the said gazetted officer went $here and called apon the complainants to.
produce their witnesses, but no evidence was led,

. Sardar Moola Singh : Is it a fact .thaf the sub-inspector of p_é_lice-

mislod these people for four days by giving different .bungalows gs the-
place where the ingumiry was to be held

- Parliamentary Secretary: It was not the sub-inspector but the
gazotted officer mentioned above who asked them to lead necessary. evi-
dence. - .

Sardar Moola Singh: My question i3 whetfiér -the completnants
were migled and harassed by the sub-inspector of police: S e
- Mr. Speaker ; The honourable  member’s supplementary question
gives rather than sedks information, ' o
Sardar Moola Singh: May I know whether begar is heing taken
in gpite of the orders of the Government to the contrary ¢ - .

- Parliamentary Secretary: My submission is that no begar was
taken. ' '

Lala Havnam Das: Is the Parlismentary Saecretary aware of the
fact that e representation was made to the Honourable Premier to institute
an inquiry into the matter 9

Parliamentary Secretaryl ¢ Tbis the honourable member who should
know that, " -

Mg. Kagram Binee Maxw,

*7781. Sardar Moola Singh: Will ‘the Honourable Premier be
Pleased to state the reasons why Mr. Karam Singh Mann, Bar -at-Law,
whose social status ig very high, is confined in Sub-Jail, Muzaffargarh, angd
hag not been transforred with' other political prisoners to the Deoli. Camp
where prisoners are afforded more facilities than the Sub-Jail, Mugaffay.
garh, can claim to afford ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Al Shah): Mr.
Karam Singh is one of several security prisoners who are detained in the
various jails in the Punjab and is being afforded the faeilities, including
A claga diet, provided for prisoners of his soeial status in and outzide the
Punjab.  The provisions of the law under which Le is detained do not
enjoin transfer to Deoli, and the Punjab Government do rot consider-it.
advisable or necessary to transfer him to Deolifor the present, c



STARRED GmsTions Axd: AMBWERS, 125

PUNIAR GOVERNMENT AND THE KEaXsans..

*7198. Mian Mubsmmad Nurullab: Will the Honourabie Pro.
mier bo pleased to state— . :
(@) whether an agreement was reached at any time in the past be-
tween the Punjab Government and the Kbaksars ; if so,
the terms of any such agreement ;-

(b) whether it has besn the policy of the Government to release all
political prisoners who -give undertaking of peaceful behaviour
in future ; - '

(¢) whether any prisoners or undet-trial prisoners of the category
.. menfioned in (b)) hag been rocently released in the province
- on giving such assurance ; '

{d) whether in pursuance of any such policy Government is pre-
pared to consider the release of Khaksar prisoners also ?
Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah) : (a)
The honourable member will remember that in April, 1940, Government
issued & press commundgué stating. the conditions that must be fulfilled
* before the order. declaring the Anjuman-i- Khaksaran an unlawful associa-
tion could be withdrawn. When Government réceived an assurance that
these conditions wers accepted and would be acted upon, the order was
withdrawn and Government agreed o release prisoners other than those
convicted of violence or assaults on jail officials, The association has, how-
ever, siace again been declared unlawtnl by the Ceniral Government.

(b) aud (¢) No. The release of prisoners who have participated in politi-
-cal agiation depends on the circumstances of each case, and ageordingly
Some sach prisoners have been released, either conditionally or uncondi-
tionally for "mrious.ré_aﬂons_; and after examination of their individual
eages, S f . _ .
- {@) Government have already been as generous as possible in this respect,
#nd the number of Khaksar prisocaers now in jail is very small. - All
Khaksars arrested as & result of the second declaration of the Anjuman us
illlagal have since been released. ' ;o

~Mian Abdul Rab: May I know from the Parliamentary Secretary
the Iinmber of Khaksar prisoners at present in jail ? -

" jl:érliam&ntatr - Private Secretary :- I want notige for that
question, -

Mian Abdul Rab :  May I know as $o'vkiethor it is a fact that the
leader of the Khaksar movement is on hunger strikie in jail 9

Parliamentarf Private Secgi'etary 1. Not that I am persohally
a'wm of. ST o e L,

Mian Abdul Rab: May I know whether Govoynment is.propared to
ropommend his reloase to the Coniral Government 2. . . <

L

tpaﬂi‘mfy fpéi?ﬂt‘e Samtary. T_l'li'sl"qqeat‘iqn_ does nof arise
out of the answer given, . A T

L
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8. KvLsir SineH.

*7799. Mian Muhammad Nurullah: Will the Honourable Preo-
mier be pleaged to state— , '

(@) whether it is & fact that 8. Kulbir Singh, a detenu in Deoli
Camp, is seriously ill and occasionally faints on account of ex-
treme weakness due to & prolonged illness ;

(b) whether it is a fact that te is not allowed to communicate de-
tails of his illness to his relatives;

(c) whether Government, have taken any steps to have 8. Kulbir
Singh ¢xamined and treated by his family doctor or any other
competent doetor ;

() if answer to (¢) be in the negstive, whether the Government
intend to make arrangements for his treatment in the Mayo
Hospital, Lahors ;

(¢) whether the Government 38 prepared to place facts about his
health on the table of the House ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): (a)
to {e) Becurity prisoner 5. Kulbir Singh has recently been withdrawn from
Deoli on account of his illness.  He has been admitted to the Mayo Hospital,
Lahore, and his case is at present under investigation. His general condi-
tion is satisfactory. Relatives of the security prisoner have been allowed
to ses him in the hospital.

SraFF oF ProviNgian SrationerY OFFICE.

*T737. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the Honoursble Minister of
Finanee be pleased to state—

(6) the number, community-wise, of persons with their gualifica-
tions recruited for the Provincial Stationery Office which eame
into existence from 1st April, 1940, who made that reeruit.
ment and the manner in which reeraitment was made ;

(b) whether it is a fact that recently a test was held of Junior Clerks

" 'in the department for promotion to the senior grade and that
gsome of the junior clerks were not allowed to take the test ;
if so, why this distinetion ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that out of the six candidates called for to
appear in the test for the post of a typist for the gaid office two
were allowed to use their own typewriters for the test while’
the other four were not allowed the ssme privilege;'if so,
why ?

The Honourable Sir Manohar Lal: I regrot that the reply to this
question is not yet ready.

AGRICULTUBAL PRODUCE. ’ -
#7809, Mian Muhammad Nurullah : Will the Honourable Minister
of Development be.pleased to.stete—. . C L
{s) what steps he proposes to take for the disposal of rabi ctops like
wheat to enable the zamindars to selltheir produce a6 aworld
parity prices outside the provinee; T
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(b} what steps he proposes to take to agsure continudwé supply: of
27 77 Alta shd ‘othier eatabléi at réasonable priced to labotrers and
"7+ other péorclasises in the towns on’ aecoant of the 2ommereial

' Pdehd;ock ; W e -._..},I‘. . ' .,;. R T - . o

* {£) what otheirstaps hie proposds to take to heet tho'situation ? *

_Parliamentary Secrétary (Chaudhri Tikks Ram): The question

doda not arise as the harfal ended in May, 1941, ' - ;

i

'SUPPLEMENTARY AND TOKEN DEMANDS. |
Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber : Sir, I rise to a point of order.
No notico was given that the supplementsry grants were coming up for.
discussion to-day, and the euts that were given notice of yesterday have nob
come on the order paper. Perhaps they have been trested as not in time.
"Mr, Speaker ; Yes, at-least two clear days’ motice is required for
amendments ; but was not the supplementary budget placed before this House
on the 1sf of this month ? B
Secretary: Not only were the supplementary estimates presented
but the Iist of business for to-day was also issued on the 1st of December
and a number of cut motions of which timely notice was given by members
appear on the printed list. )

CHARGES ON AcCOUNT-OoF MoTOR Via:mci.n.s Aore. ..
Finance Minister (The Honourable Sir Manohar Lal): I beg to
move— :

That & supplementary sum not cxceeding Re. 3,720 be granted to the Goverhor.t&
deifay the chsIges that will come in _course of payment for the year engling
3lst March, 1942, in respeot of charges'on acconnt of Motor Vehicles Acts.

The wmolion was carried.

{FENBRAL ADMINISTRATION.

. Finanoe Minister : Sir, I beg to move— oo

 That a supplementaty sum not exceeding Res. 8,500 be granted to the Governor to
-deiraK[:h& charges that will come tu ¢ourse of payment for the year endieg
312t March, 1942, in respect of Gleneral Adminiatration.

The motion was carried.

PoxricE.

- Finance Minister . Sir, I beg to move—

That a supplementery sum not exceeding Rs. 3,35,840 be granted to the Governor
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year endiog
3lst March, 1942, in respect of Police.

Mr. Speaker : - The demand moved is—

That & tzu({)};l;menfa,ry sum not axogedjng Re. 3,35,§4D be grapted to the Governoy
efray the charges that will come in course of payment for the yeéar ending
315t March, 1945’?;%1 respect of Police. v : S

S - Polace atroesties in Ludhiona Drsirect. ,
- Sardar Lal Singh (Ludhiana Central, Sikh, Rural): Sir, I beg te
Thst the item of Rs. 2,280 on account of * Pay of Officers *, be omitted. '
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8ir, this additional police has got numerous duties to perform. One
of their ostensible duties iz {0 hunt out fllicit.arms from villages. They
go to the villages ostensibly for this purpose, While carrying out these
duties they manage to do other things besides, and that is what exactly
happensd in thana Shaina, district Ludhiana, in May last. I have got a
report in my hand which has been signed by the Vico-President of the
Municipality, Lala Balwant Rai, by the President ¢f the District Congress
Committee, and another gentleman named Khawaja Ghulam Sadiq, Va}filf
who is a very prominent Khaksar. All theso three gentlemen are of unim-
peachable character. These poople have eomplained that the additjonal
police went into villages, Chaoke, Jethuke, thana Shains, district Ludhiana..
Now, Sir, the bad Iuck of the people of these villages is that these villages
are far removed from the central distriet town of Ludhiana. They are
about- 50 or 60 miles away and so it is a sort of no man’s land. The police
officer ‘who is appointed there can fill his own pocket within & few months.
When the police wont to these villages, they literally terrorised the whole
village. They hesieged the whole village and did not allow any man to
go out for his work. ‘The residents of theds villages, men, women and ¢hil-
dren were §o much terrorised by the police that they dared not say a word
agsinst them. They actually refused to say anything against the police
when enquiry was made.

I will just read to vou the opening lines—

Ui.i’h)ét 't:‘"l’. - Jho £ _515‘5 Jp’,ﬁf ’ﬁo ,5 19F ] Jiﬁ ™1 ddj e
Syr Ve & Gy =yt dlgs) b BiS BYe K e S §
u-d,g L.;lﬂjl'w e giv!w - _Jllui Cl..é whyar] Leyes ul@.hl@’_ ,.;r.d.a P &
24 00dT e arvpdy L Sl £ 4l gho pold po| o Shyd 83Me G
o S un¥ S L b fla ot gt £ oapiileo 20l 20y E
¥l gend L al gl 2 g e L i el et ST $8)- o o
GO Jhed ol Yo SO 0 L B £ BS o onfy Gie sl W 98a0)
s it Teagy dm) e ) f B IP ¥ A6 TRl olhs 5wl b
_‘Jif \_‘5 ch 2 \"Sg}
I do not want to waate the time of the House but this document has been
gigned and witnessed by three prominent eitizens of Ludhiana. They
are all non-Bikhs. They went to the spot and found that the police had
committed excesses without any excuse. No unlicensed arm or homb was
discovered in spite of the report and what acturally happened was that they
terrorised the people and one man died as a result of injuriesinflicted by the
police.  One young lady remained in the hospital for over a week ag a regult
of injuries.  This is certainly not the way in which the police should behave.
Copies of these stateents were sent over to the Government and to respon-
sible police officers, May I know if the Government made any inquiry ? So
far as I know, no inquiry was made, and I believe these papers were thrown
into the waste paper basket. The Government has made it known that if

there is a eomplaint signed by three respectable gentlemen—I think the
number is five if I am not mistaken—and they say in the report that such
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and such an officer is corrupt, then an enguiry will be instituted. Wow,
here are three gentlemen who have. gone to the length of going to the spot,
making enquiries, and taking statements and they hava told the Government
that the villagers belonging to big villages, whose population rans'to thou-
sands, were regularly terrorised and pecople were injured and all sorts of .
zulum and excesses were committed. No enquiry into those sllegations
has so far been made.  If the Government will even now give an assurance
that an enquiry will be made into this matter, I will cortainly withdraw.
the motion, I could, it they like, to draw the attention of the Government—
quote such other excesses committed by the police here in district Lahore,
This is one example out of the many where the police fos] that they are quite
aafe and people feel that they are unsafe at the hands of the police. -

Mr. Speaker : Demand under consideration, motion movod—
That the iter of Ra. 2,980 on actount of ““Pay of Officers* be omitted.

Minister for Public Works (The Honourable Malik Khizar Hayat
Tiwana): I would be brief. The honourable member, during the course
of his remarks, attributed certain atrocities to the police. He gaid that they
committed these atrocities in the villages of Jethuke and (haoke, thans
Shaina, district Ludhiana. The House is aware.of the fact that so far
as the question of Shaina is coneerned, it is almost an obsession with my
honourable friend opposite but the real facts are quite different from what
he has said.  Qrdinarily he has been complaining that law and order do
not exist in the ilaga of Shaina, that dacoits were at Iarge and that the
police i8 not doing anything and that the innocent public is being terrorised
by the dacoits and he has been in season and out of season calling upon the
Government to mend matters there. But to-day when the Executive
and the Police have taken action and have brought to book certain dangerous
outlaws, his roll is absolutely changed. . He now appears not ag a publie
man who i8 interested in the preservation of law and order, but as the
champion of the cause of thoge people who had been harbouring these dacoits
and supplying them with unlicensed arms and ammunition. 1 would
mention that in this case there were four well-known dacoits named Midha,
Moti, Nathe and Kaka. They were, as it so happened, related to some
Congressmen who happened to be the President and Becretary respectively
of the Congress Committees of these two. villages.  (Hear, hear.) These
are the facts which my honourable friend opposite dare not deny. Midha
was the real brother of Gurditta, the President of the Congress Committee
of Chaoke. Sarwan Singh is the Secretary and Chanon Singh, Presicent
of the Jethuke (longress Committee. (Hear, hear.) 8o, hére we find
a strange combination—daceits and Congressmen hand in hand ! (Hear,
hear.) ' I do not mean that they are genuine Congressmen but they are those
who use the cloak of this great body for the purpose of looting the people
and they use it as a defonca against the forces of law and order at the time
when they are brought to book. (Hear, hear.) ' :

~ Sardar Lal Singh : Were the President and Secretafy dacoits 9

" Minister for Public Works : I said that the President of the Chacke
Congress Committee, Gurditta by name, happened to be the real brother
of Midha, who was shot in this raid, 4nd that he was supplying him with
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unlicense¢d arms and ammunition and- get.t.mg f:.he booty (A"n' honourable
member :. So this is non-violence,) -

‘Savda¥ Lal Singh : Did the Police challan Gurdiita for that 2 ' Let
the Ministeér not go on making remarks at random.

Minister for Public Works : I was trying to explain as to what
is the relationship between one gentleman and the other. I will give the
names of Congressmen who have been challaned and from whose houses
unlicensed arms have been discovered—I mean from the houses of the
votaries of Satyagrake, non-violence and shanfi: A meeting of the police
officers of Ludhiana and the adjoining states took place with a view to round
up the dacoits. It was held on the 22nd and it was presided over by the
Superintendent of Police of Ludhiana. It was deeided at this meeting that
gimultaneous rzids be madein the states and some villages including Jethuke
in Shaing Police Station. It was suspected that dacoits were harboured
in Shaina. So, raids were actually made. What do we find ? During the
course of the raid on the 25th, unlicensed arms and ammunition were dis-
covered from the Congressmen who were arrested there, (Hear, hear.)
Now the honourable member over there will get the reply. One wag Sarwan
Singh who was Seeretary of the Congress Committee, Jethuke. From his
bouse a double barrel English made gun with five cartridges was dis-
covered and this is his non-viclence,

Sardar Lal Singh: When was it ?

Minister for Public Works: It was on 25th May, 1941, Then
there was Gurwant Singh, son of Fateh Singh, Gajjan Singh, son of Kahan
Singh. Thus there were eight Congressmen from whose houses various
gorts of arms and ammunition—I mean unlicensed arms, etc.,—were re-
covered during the course of thisraid.  After that, information was received
that the dacoits were in an adjoining place. The Police went in pursuib
of dacoits and killed Midha and Kaka.

Sardar Lal Singh: Do you mean to say that no arm was recovered
from non-Congressmen 9 Js it that they were recovered from Congress-
men only ?

Minister for Public Works : 1 said that these people from whose
houses arms had by chance been recovered, happened to be Congress
workers. 1 do not mean they were the real Congress workers, but people
who use the cloak of the Congress to further their own end. Some of them
happened to be office-besarers of the Congress also. (Hear, hear.)

Then, Sir, after this, these dacoits were shot and people were rid of these
dangerous elements., Some of these Congress people who were naturally
annoyed by it ran to Ludhiana and solicited the advice of Abdul Ghani,
the president of the Congress Committee there, and perhaps of my honourable.
friend and others and they sterted this agitation. Allegations have been
made against the police that they had gone to terrorise the public. Asa
matter of fact, the Superintendent of Police happened. to be there in the
Hage at the time when these raids were made. People had received soms
injuries, but not at the hands of police. For jnstance, Gajjan Singh was
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said to have his rib broken by the police, while he himself said that he gus-
tained the injury by falling from a ladder, Others did not come forward
to depose snything. . Apparently the story was an after-thought. Baselegs
aliégations sre made against the police, - Itis by this sort of help to dangerous
.clement that some honourable members encourage increase in crime
perhaps uneonsciously disturb law and order in this province. 1 woul@,
Sir, through you appeal to the honourable member that in & case of this
sort he should sift the trath first and then rush to this House. But they
‘do it without knowing the full facts and thus encourage the outlaws. If
the honourable member makes a staternent of this sort without fully knowing
the facts, all T can say is that this is extremely deplorable.

Sardar Lal Singh: Sir, the Honourable Minister has made his
remarks, I should say very respectfully, in an irresponsible manner that such
and such people were Congressmen, 1 dare say that it is only the report
of his Police Department. '

Minister for Public Werks :  Yes.
Sardar Lal Singh: Has he got any dooument in his hand saying
that these people were actually four-anna Congress members ?
Premier : - They were office bearers, president and secretary of
" the Congress Committee. :
- Sardar Lol Singh: There aro always black sheep everywhere.

" Minister for Public Works : Thai is what I meant myself.
ste Works :

‘Sardar Lal Singh : You are talking of the exception and not the rale.
* 8o far as the suppression of dacoits is concerned, I must say that the work
of the police in Ludhiana, not at the beginning, but in the last yesar or o
has been vory good, {Hear, hear from the Government benches) because &
number of them have been shot dead. But that does not mean that the
police does not commit excesses. If you will allow me I would say that
I brought-this faet to the notiee of the Superintendent of Police, but 1 will
_ not say what he said in reply to this because it was an excuse. He did not

at all defend the action of those people who bad gone there. In fact thana
Shehna has a roputation that the sub-inapector of police is addicted to bribery.
The. Honourable Minjster has just mentioned a few Congressmen. There
-might be one or two Congrassmen there.
Premier ; He has given sight names.
Sardar Lal Singh : According to the police report.
Premier: Thero may be more. :

. $ardar Lal Singh: But hore are the people better than the sub-
inspeetor of police, Who have said that these excesses were committed.
If you do not believs it, it is & different matter. Without enquiry how
can you say thig ? Here ia the report. :

Premier : Not genuino Congressmen but they are merely posing as

Comgtessmen.: = | .
“- "Sardar Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Premier stand up and give
hig homily or lecture ? I will then reply to it. What 1 was pointing out
pyeight. or en. people. on whom eXCefsos Wore 6om-

“wjtted. have been discoveredl deing some illioit work and they bappen o

Lo
3
Fato a7k
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be Congrossmen, that does not at all prove that the police is correct there.
1 will for the sake of the Honourable Minjster again point ont that T mysalf
went to this village of Makhi in distriet Lahore in summer last and also
wrote a letter to him, about excesses committed by police, but he refused
to take any action or even acknowledge the letter. That is the way how
the police is being actuslly encouraged. You say that I am encouraging
these people. The HMonourable Minister says that they found illicit arma,
1 admit that they did find -some illicit arms. Will the Honourable Minister
lot me know whether he has provided arms to the people to defend them-
selves who live in villlages surrounded by dacoits 9 You refuse them licences
for arms, you refuse them the permission to possess arms to defend their
life and property simply on the report of these half-penny two penny
inspectors and sub-inspectors of police. If you refuse arms to respectabls
people who want to use them for their defence, what will happen ?
Exactly this that people will resort to illicit arms and this will go on. TUn-
licensed arms were discovered in Sargodhs. Does the Honourable Minis-
ter mean to say that all those people were guilty ? If you thought them
to be guilty, why did you not challan them 9 Yeu diseovered illteit arms
an their possession, but you did not challan them. {(Minister for Public
Works : They were arrested.) For the simple reason that your own con-
seience was not.clear. You do not allow them arms and the resulé ig they
have to regort to illicit arms. Because illicit arms were discovered, that
does not exculpate the police from the charges that I have made. I chal-
lenge the Government to go and make enquiry, and if - this is found wrong,
let the police challan me. T am prepared to say these very things outside
this House. I will repeat again that if the Government want to take this
challenege, I am prepared to throw it ont. '

Mr. Speaker ; Question j5—
That theitem of Rs. 2,230 on accouas of Pay of Offigers** be omibted.
The motion was lost. '
Mr. Spealier : The guestion is— .
That & suoplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,35,340 be granted to the Governor

to defray the charges that will come in course of puyment for the year ending
Blst March, 1942, in respeot of Police.

The motion was carried. :

Civi, WoRrks.
Finance Minister : Sir, I move—.

That a supplementary sum yot excesding Ra, '3;2,27,300 be granted to the Governor
to dega.y the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending
31at March, 1942, in reapect of Civil Works,' - -

Mxr. Speaker : Demand moved is—

That a supplementary sum not axoeed.ing.' Rs. 72,27,300 be granted to “$he Goverpor
to defray tlf:rcyh.&rges that will come in Ools:l"se of payment for the year ending
3lst March, 1942, in réspect of Civil Works. - AT

__ Mian Muhammad Nurullah (Lyallpur, Muhsmmadan, Rural)
{Urdu) : 8ir, it is not always good to oppose the whols, dama_nd.}_ .. ‘BEt I'am
eonstramnod o opppose the whole dernand because no sufficient’ Hotise was
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given a8 to when these. demandy would come up for discussion. We ex-
Pected that at least two or three days’ notice would be given. - -

. Minister of Finance : I may point out to-the honoursbls member
that of this demand for Re. 72,297,300 noless than Rs, 70,18,900 will be
paid to us from the Central Rosd Fund by the Central Government, The
honourabie member should bear this in mind, We do not really have to.
bear this expense ourselves. '

Mian Muhammad Nurullah (Urdu) : T am not dealing with that
peint. Somse of the cut motions related to other Civil Works. I have
gpecially in view the eonstruetion of new Civil Courte at Amritsar and the
construotion of & tube-well at - the Distriot Jail, Amritsar, mentioned at
page 18-of the Supplementary. Estimates 1941-42. I can say from my
own personal oxperience that the cost of buildings has doubled recently.
T had to construct an office and prepared estimates of jis cost. But now
1 have come to know that every building material has become dear so that
wheress originally T had a mind to spend one thousand, now more than
fwo thousand rupees are roquired. Tron and cement have particularly
become very dear. The price of certaitr articles of iron -bas -gone wp fen
times its originel price. I would urge thas sven if the estimates are pasged
by this House; the construction may be postponed till after the war. Why
should the Government wagie away the money of the public? Things
- which can be postponed must be postponed till prices become normal.

As to the argument that Government of Indjs js contributing towards the
construction of certain roads, I may submit that it is the duty of the
Punjab Government to get the full vaine of this money. We should utilize
it just a3 we would utilize our own money. Waste ought to be avoided
whethor we spend from our own pocket or from the pocket of the Govern-
ment’ . of India, : ' R

With these few words, I oppose the demand relating to Civil Works.
Mr. Speaker : The question is— '

That a sugplan:_;entmy fum not exceeding Rs, 72,27,300 be granted to the Govermor
b 7 the' charges that will come in course of psyment for the year ending-
3lst March, 1942, in reapect of Civil Worls.

The motion was curried.

. c1 o
FRE RN
- -

_ - P, W.D. (B. and R.) EsTABLISEMENT.
Finance Minister : Sir, I 'beg to move—
That & supplementary sum not sRoeeding Rs. 1,30,670 be granted to the (Governor

bo deltay the charges that will come in conrse of Payment for the year ending,

81st March, 1942, in respect of charges on Public Works Department, Build-
ings and Roads Establishmeps,

The motion was carried.

* Errormicrry SoHEMES,
Finance Minister : 8ir, I beg to move—

That » supplementary sqm not eXceeding Re. 35,000 be granted to the Governor to -

o deiray the charges that will come in courge of payment for the year ending

31at March, 1942, in reapech of B,eoel{m from Klectricity Schemes— Deduct
Working Expenpes (Other than Establishment).

The motion was carried.



194, PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE 1ASSEMBLY. - - (8TH Dro. 1941,

ERRERE

MIsOELLANEOUS AND EXTRAORDINARY CHARGES. =~ =

Finance Minister : Sir, I beg tb move-—
That a sapplementary aum' not-excoeding Ba. 30,000 bo granted to the . Governot to-
defray the oh that will come in course of payment for the year ending

3lat March, 1942, in respeot of Miscellancous and Extraordinary Charges.

,_Tke;m!-io'nwasoan-ied.

: - EpOCATION.
Finance Minister : Sir, I beg to move—
That a token sum not exceeding Re. 10 be granted to the Governor to defray the

chirges that will come in Coure of payment for the yesr ending 2lst h,.
1842, in rospect of Education {excluding European sod’ Anglo-Indian, Eques-

- tion).
The motion was corried.

L] .. . o

'Pysuic HEavTH,

Finance Minister : Bir, I beg to move— . .
That & token sum not exceeding Re. 10 be granted to the Governor to defray the:
_charges that will come in oourse of payment for the year ending 3lst b,.

1942, in respect of Public Heslth,

The motion was carried.

3

Eiecrricity ScHBMER—UAPITAL BEXPENDITURE.

Finance Minister ; Bir, T beg to move—

am not exceeding Ra. 10 be granied to the Governor to defray the

thet will come in coume of paﬁlment for the year ending $lst. h.
echricity Schemes (outside the Reve

That a token s
ch
1042, in respect of capital outlay on

_ mwe Account). _ . o
The motion was carried. _ - - _

ettt

'NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Minister for Public Works : Sir, I beg to move— ,

That this Assembly shall elect on sech date as may bs fixed by the Hongurable the-

Bpeaker and through the method of proportional representation and single

trapaferable  vote, two reprezentatives who shall be members of the As-

sembly to serve on the North.-Western Railway Local Advisory Committee,.
representing rural interests and the traveliing public.

The motion was curried. .
Secretary : The Honourable Speaker has fixed Thursday, the 11th

December, 1941, as the day tor holding these elections. Nominations

may be sent to the Assembly Office not later than 8 o’elock in the afternoon
on Tuesday, the 9th December, 1941, on proposal forms which may be had.

from the office.
The Assembly then adjourned till 12 noon on Monday, 8th December,

1941,
201 PLA—492—26.2.42—SGPP Lahare.



PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

EIGHTH SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY.

Monday, 8th December, 1941,

The Assembly met in the Adssembly Chamber ai 12 noon of the dock.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair. :

r————

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Mungar Anmap Din.

*7801. Sardar Moola Singh : Will the Honourable Premisr be
pleased to state whether it is o fact that Munshi Ahmad Din, a welil-known
socialist leader of the Punjab and now confined in Montgomery Distriet
Jail, is not keaping good health since his arvest snd that he is suffering from

€ye trouble ; if so, the reasons for this trouble and the steps that the Govern-
moat has taken to treat him properly 9

Parliamentary Private Secretary (S2yed Amjad Al Shah): Munshi
Ahmad Din was transferred to the Deoli Detention Camp on the 19th July,
1941. Before his transfer to that place he wag enjoying good health, He
had chrenie trachoma, but the trouble was not acute. He was getting the
treatment necessary for his ailment. In Deoli his general state of health

wad reported to be indifferent on the 80th September, 1941, No furiher

report has come and it can be presumed that his case i3 in no Way serious.

Sopr1 Pinpr Dass.

*7802. Sardar Moola Siagh: Will the Honourable Premier be
pleased to state— - '
{») whetherit i3 a fact that Sodhi Pindi Dass, s well-known soctalint
leader of the Punjab, is detained in Deoli Camp ;
(by whether it is a fast that he hasa
granted to his dependents :

(¢) whether it is a ract that his son somztime applied for his releage
- on parole owing to the illness of his mother ;
(d) if the replies to the above be in the affir
taken by the Government, and, if no
the reasons for the same 9

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Jayed Amjad Ali Shah): (g),
(b} and (c) Yes.

(d) No action was takea, because (3) the provisions of law under which
Sodhi Pindi Dass is detained do not enjoin the payment of allowanegs, ang
(W) an enquiry rovealed that the iliness of his mother was not of g
sufficiently serions nature to justify releasing him on parole.

pplied for an allowance to b

mative, the action
action has been taken,
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Mr. RBasBang KRISHAN.

*7811. Sar dar Moola Singh : Will the Honourable Premier be
pleased to state— _ :

(@) whether lie is aware of the fact that Mr. Rajbans Krishan, War
prisoner, who was permitted to sit for the M.A. Political
Science examination this vear, addressed a letter through the
Inspector-General of Prisons, to the Honocurable Fiance
Minister in Japuary, 1941, eontaining a list of his University
text-books along with a request that these fext-books be-
ssnetioned and eensored ;

(B) whether it is & fact thai Mr. Rajbans Krishan also addressed a
letter in Fehruary, 1941, through the Superintendent, Lahore
Central Jail, to the Principal, Government College, giving s
copy of the said list of text-books, and requesting him to certi-
fy that all thesa books were necessary for hig studies in order
to facilitate their censorship ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that the C. I. D. censored and withheld
both these letters which contained no political reference what-
goever, without informing either the addressee or Mr. Rajbans
Krishan ; if 80, on what grounds ;

(d) whether it it a fact that & list of text-books for Mr. Rajbans
Krishan was ultimately sanctioned only on April 15, that is
only eight days befors his examination ;

{¢) if the replies to the above are in the affirmative, the roasons
for the same ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali 8hah) : (a) The
security prisoner concerned did send a letter as deseribed.

(d) and {¢) No.

(d) and (¢) It is regretted that there was some delay in sanciioning the
kst of books required ; thiz, however, was inevitable, as it contained the
names of 71 books. Government were not informed that this security
prisoner wished to appear in the April examination till the 4th of April,
nor was any application made before April to the University authorities
for permission to sit in the examination. On being informed that the appli-
cation had been accepted by the University authorities, Government issued
orders allowing the examination to take place in the jail, and the orders
sanctioning the st of books issued Immediately afterwards on the 10th of
April,

CLERES IN THE OFFICE oF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
GURGAON.

*7888, Chaudhri Sumer Singh ¢ Will the Honourable Minister of
Revenue be pleased to state the number and names of the candidates for
the appointment of clerks in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Guzgaon,
in whiosa cases the age limit was waived while accepting them as sandidates
during the last three years up to the lst November, 1941, and the reasons
therefor

‘Parliamentary Secretary (Rajs Ghazanfar Ali Khan): There has
been no sach case.
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SR TR _'!_ FaiLung OF 00TTONMHRusF .1 - 1y, &
#7892 Chaudhri Ahmad Yar Khan'; Will the Honourable Minister
gf Revenue be pleased to state— . T
(6) whether he 15 avware that fHe cbttén crofioh 'Upi}ér' s Lower
Jhelam Canals in tahsil Phalia, district Gujrat, has been con-
siderably dumagsd by sowe djseass ;r~ i B
~ (b) if so, the manner in which Government propose to compensate
B "the zamindars for the loss wo suffered by them ?
Parliaméntary Secretary (Rajs Ghazonfar Al ‘Khan): (a) Yes,
_Amerjcan cotton only. _ T
() Kharaba i béing sllowed under the rulds, = .

t

" CrowN ranps ar Lupgraya,

. -‘:--.'-l- " *7898. Sardsr Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of Revenue
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Crown lands comprised in.

_the open park known as the Rakh at Ludbiana which kerves as a recreation
ground for the citizens are proposed to be sold by public auction ; it #0,
what is the pressing geed for this step ? - ‘

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): Tt is a fact
that Government have decided to sell by auction & part of the land comprie-
ing the Rakh at Ludbiana, It is not required for any public purpose. Gov.

“érnmont desires to develop the ares with the sale proceeds dr a part of it.
Adequate provision has been made for sports grounds and open spaces
for which an ares of 15-77 and 5-40 acred respectively has besn allocated jn
the sanctioned scheme. '

_ Sardar Lal Singh : Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware of the fact
that there ia no other open apace in the Liudhiana town ¢

Parliamentary Secretary : That is why I have stated in my reply
that an open space has been set apart.

. ds?ariar Lal Singh : May I know the necessity for disposing of this
an

Parliamentary Secretary: The nocessity is to develop the ares by
selling off a portion of the land ; the procesds will be utilised for the pur-
pose.

Sardar Lal Singh: There is a lot of other lands round about that
place which can be developed.

Parliamentary Secretary: That cannot be the reason te suggess
that this land should not be developed. _

Sardar Lal Singh: May I know if this land is required for bujld..
ing residential houses ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I have cloatly stated that a sufficiently
‘large area has beeh set apart both for the purposes of play grounds and open
space for the public to gather.

Mian Mihaminad Nurullsh s What is the total area for the park-
snd how much has been set apart for the recreation ground 7
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Parliamentary Secretary: 15:77 acres have been allocated for
play grounds while 5-40 acres have been set apart for the purposes of an
open space. ' o :

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : Are there any other open grounds in
Ludhiang ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I am not aware of this.

‘A’ oLAS¢ DRTENUZ IN MUZAFPARGARE BUB-JAIL.

*7893. Malik Barkat Alj ; Will the Honourabls Pramier be pleased
to sthte— o '

(6) whether it i9 a fact that the ‘A’ class detenus in the Mugzaffargarh
Sab-TJail are allowed one cot, one quilt, and one blanket as
bed and no other bed clothing are supplied and they have to
supply their own beds in captivity ; :

(b) that the detenus are not given underwear toilet necessaries,
towels, oit and utensils, and they are spending their own money
on these necessaries of life ; ,

(c) that clothes supplied are inferior in quality and too fow in quantity
and & mis-fit ;

(d) it the answer to the above be in the affirmative, what do the
Govirnment propose to do to.remove the grievances of the
detenus ?

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): (@)
“They are provided with one charpoy, one munj mat, one cotton durrie, one
blanket, one quilt, a pillow and a bed sheet.

(b) They are supplied with § chhattack of soap for bathing purposes
overy weok. Oil is issuod to Sikh prisoners only. No underwear and toilet
necossarios are supplied by Government. Utensils have been supplied ac-
cording to the scale sanctioned and the actual requirements of the detenus,
One towsl is issued to each prisoner. -

(¢} They generally wear their own clothes. Those who do not
are supplied with two suits of clothing eaeh. Any complaint of misfitting
elothes are at onse remedied. The clothes supplied are the best available
from jails which manufacture clothing. '

(d) Does not arise in view of the answers given for parts (a) to (9).

‘A’ OLASS DETENUS IN MUZAFFARGARHE SUB-JAIL.

*7894, Malilk Barkat Ali : Will the Honourable Premier bs pleased
-to state— " '

(ay whether it is a fact that the detenus A class in Muzaffargarh
Sub-jail are allowed one interview per week and one Tetter a
fortnight ;

(b} that on account of the distance and nion-existence of facilities

for travellers lodging in Muzaffargarh the detenus cannot have
interviews and have requested the Government to change the
ordars of.interviews and leiters, 4e.; give themx permisgion to
write ones % week and interview once a fortnight ;.



e wwb e snnm-,.qumom ANDARESWERS, 18p -

(c) that if the order is ehanged the expendxtuxe?mmlm mmld. be
‘only R, 0-2.6 pez head per metisom's.
ﬁd) do. the: Governmient proposé to. eéffect t.he éhaﬁge ; 1f not why
not ?
( Paﬂiatnentary anate Socrbtary (Bayed. Amjad Ah Shah)
a) Yes.

(b) They requested to be al]owed to write a Ietter in lieu of an mﬁer
view. R

(e) Yes. '

(d) As a special case the security prisoners con:ﬁned in the Subsldmry
Jail at Muzaffargarh have been allowed to commute not more than two
interviews in & month and receive the privilege of writing one special letter
for each interview givenuy by them. .

PRISONERS IN MUZAFFARGARH JAIL.

. %7895, Malik Barkat Alj; Will the Honourable: Premier
be pleased to state whether be is aware of the fact tha.t the prisoners in the
Muzafiargarh Jail have to pay from their cwn poeket for a shave, a bair cut
and for the washing, sewing and mending of their clothes 2

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali.Sha h): Shating
and hair cutting.—The seeurity prisoners confined in the Sub-Jail, Muzaffar-
garh, had at first their shaving and their cutting doneé by a .comvict barber.
Later they refused his services on the ground that his work was not up to
‘the standaxd required by them.

Washmg —The clothes of the secunty prlsoners are washed by 8 con-
vict dhobi and soap for washing purposés is provided by Government.

Sewing and mending of clothes. —Although jail clothes are prov1ded at
~Government expense for these security prisoners thev have preferred fo wear
their own clothes, Sewing and mending of clothies is done at Governinent
expense.

ATue SINGH.

*7900. Sardar Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Premier be pleased
to state—

' () whether one Ajaib Singh, son of Kishan Singh of village Butahri,
is being detained in Ludhiana Jail ; if so, under what law or

- for what offence ;
(b) what was the prisoner’s weight when he was taken under custody
" 'and what is it now, whether it is a fact that an abnormal re-
duetion in his welght has t.aken place and, 1f 80, what are

the reasons ; ,

{c) whether it is a fact ‘that the pnsoner Was never tned for any
offence and that he was arrested merely on susplclon of an
unconfirmed unautbenticated report 3 -

(@) 'whether it iz & faet that others arrested along with him ha.ve been
. vince released ¢

Parhamtary Private Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah) (@)
First part.—Hé is détained in the custody of the Supermtenden’c. of 'Pohce,
C.1.D., Delhi. '
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flabed Anigad AliiShah.) G o
Second pari.—Rule 26 of the Defenoce of India Rules, 1989, for reasons
mﬂ etted with the defencs of British Indis, and the maintenanoce: of public
order.
~ (b) (3) 184 [bs. on 1st May, 1941, (#1) 182 Ibs. on 1st December, 1941,
(iif) no abnormal reduction has taken place in his weight, (iv) does not
arise,
(¢} Firsi part.—Yes.
Second part.—No.

(;2 Some of them were released while others werd dealt with under
ule 26 of the Detence of India Rules.

PymiTivE POLICE TAX.

“7899, Sardar Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Minister for Publie
Works be pleased to state— -

{a) the total amount of punitive police tax realised from villages in
Ludhiana and Ferozepore digtricts during the foregoing
two financial years ;

{b) the number of assessees of each of these two districts for these

. two years ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Shaikh Faiz Muhammead): (a) Ludhs-
ana.—Ras. 20,023-9-0.

Ferozepore—Rs. 16,078-18-0 (including Rs. 1,128-14-8 realised during
the period under report on account of additional police posts at Mudki and
8hakur and Mobile forces located prior to the years under reference.)

(b) Ludhiana.—4,850,

Ferozepore—8,888 (excluding the number of assessees for the tax on
aocount of the additional police posts at Mudki, and Sbakur and Mobile
forces).

MopEeyL Sor00LE 1IN GURGAON DIETRICT.

*7889, Chaudhri Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state— :

(o) the names of the model schools in the Gurgaon district together
with the reasons for establishing them in their present
places ;

(b) the reagons for selecting Jatusana in place of Dharubera previously
selected by the officars concerned for the establishment of &
medel school ¢

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: (¢) Bhondsi, Aurangabad,
TPeoru, Jatusana, Nagine and Tigaon. The echools were selected in con-
sultation with the Deputy Commissioner and the District Inspector of Schools,
Qurgaon, ag being more or less central and affording & good chance for
development.

(b)) A model school was established at Jatusana taking into considera.
tion the gitiation, enrolment, the chances for development and the military
services of the people. At Daruhers the accommodation was insufficient,—
the place is not central. ' '
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~ Mover ScrooLs 18 Ausita Drvision.
#7899, Chaudhri Sumer Singh : Will the Honourable Minister for
Education be pleased to state— -
(a) the names of al] the model schools in the Ambala Division slong
with the name of the majority community residing in the place

where s mode] school is established ;

(b) whether this seleetion of the place for the establishment of the
model school is based on & certain formula, if so, the nature
of that formula ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : (¢)—

Name of the majority

No. Distrit. Noume of Hodel community residing
' in the place,
1 Rohtak . Kharkhsuda . Sayed.
2 Dn. .. | Dighal . .o | Jot
3 Do. - o | Murthal Jat.
4 Do. . .. | Madina . oo | Jab,
5 Guigaon . w= | Bhondsi . .. | Hindu Rajprt.
¢ Do . .. | Aurapgabad .. .. | Hindn Rajput.
7 De. -+ | Taorn .. s+ | Meos (Muslime).
8 Do. -+ | Tigaon . «+ | Gujare (Hindus).
9 Do . + | Nagina . oo )| Meos (Muslims),
10 Do . .. | Jatusana . «» | Muslim Rujj_mte.
11 Ambala . . | Munimazrs .. Hindwos.
12 Do. .- . | Singh Bhagwantpuor . | Musalims,
13 Do. .. | Bilaspur .e «« | Hindua,
14 Do. e vs | Mullana . Hindos,
15 Do .. | Shahsaapur .. +» { Hindas,
18 Hissar + | Dabwali Mandi . | Bindua.
17 Do. .+ | Tohana + | Muslims,
18 Deo. Namsond .. «» | Hindus,
1? Do, . . | Fatehabad ., Muekima,
20  Do. ﬁaml& . | Hipdua.
21 Karnal Samaika . . | Hindus
22 Do . v | Radear _ Hindus,
28 Do . Habri e Muslims.
2¢ Do, . «« | Jundla . v | Muslims,
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(%) The places have been selected, ini vonsultation with the Deputy
Commissioners and the Distriet Inspectors of Schools concerned, in view
of their central position i their respective tahsils, good enrolment and pros-
pects for development, ete. :

————

UNSTARRBRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Bovoorr or Hixous anD Sreas ix Sarsopma Corony.

1451, Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Will the Honourable Premier
be pleased to state whether ho i3 awars of the fact that a petition was sent
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Punjab, by the Hindu and the Sikh
regidents of the Sargodhs Colony through the President of the Hindu Sikh
Colony Association of Sargodha bringing to his notice the following points :—

{(6) that owing to the Pakistan propaganda conducted by certain
officials of the Shahpur district the majority community in the
district had started humibating, insulfing and mal-treating
the members of the minority community ;

(b) that a boycoit of the members of the minority communities had
been started ;

{¢) that some of the subordinate police officials were taking interest
in the expulsion of the non-Muslims from the district ;

(d) that owing to the attitude of the Muslims in general and Muslinx
officials in particular, the lives of the Hindus and the Sikhs
in the district had become intolerable and that they were
compstled to resort to Hijral;

(¢) that in a certain Chak the Abadkars broke open the locks of the
houses of the Hindus and Sikhs and removed their bahis as
well as some other articles ;

(f) that these bahis were burnt by the Abadkers te extinguish their
liabilities ;

(g) that the buildings of the Hindu and Sikh shopkeepers were demo-
lished and the girders, wooden rafters, doors, windows and
pucea bricks were removed by the dbadkars who indulged in:
general loot ; :

() that a place which was being used as a Gurdwara for the last
twenty years was desecrated and was ulfimately demolished ;

(t) that in spite of the matter having baen reported to the poliee, no
action waa taken against the offenders but on the other hand
attempts. were made to stifle the investigation and efforts were-
made to hush up the matter ;

(§) the action which has been taken on the preyer of the petitioners
that “‘an independent European Officor be deputed to investi-
gate into the happenings and o determine the responsibility
of police officials in the matter "9

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : Part I.—Yes.

Part II.—It isincorrect that any campaign. to conduct Pakistan
Propegands has been launched by officials of the Shahpur
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distriet ; or that the majority community in the district has. in ‘sny
general sense been bumilisting, insulting boycotting or mal-treating
the minority community; or that subordinate police officials have
been taking an interest in the expulsion of non-Muslims from the
district. Ingo far as the actual petition referred to by the honowr-
able member is concerned, s case has been registered and has been investi-
gated by two Inspectors of Police, one a Hindu and the other a Muhammadan,
under the supervision of two successive Superintendents of Police, of whom
the latter is a Kuropean. The investigation discloses that eertain Sikh
shopkespers of Chak No. 35-8.B. in the Shahpur distriet were boyeotted by
the Muslim abadkars of the Chak in retaliation for the misbehaviour of the
shopkeepers in molesting the ebadkers’ womenfolk, Subsequently, the
-shopkeepers emigrated from the locality leaving behind them only a few
articles of trifling value which they were unable to earry. There is no reason
to believe that any bahis were included in the articles left behind or that they
were removed or burnt by the abuedkars. It 13, however, true that some
building material was removed by the abadZars, though it is contended by
them that this has been done legally as a sequel to the purchase of the malba.
of the buildings ; and the evidence so far available has not justified any
srrest. It is not true that any gurdwara has been demolished or that any
attempt has heen made to suppress the complaint : certain delays on the
part of the subordinate police officers are, however, being énquired into.
Meanwhile, the aggrieved persons in this case have been interviewed by the
Deputy Commissioner, who is using his good offices in the matter. .

Cuauprri MERR CHAND.

1452. Malik Barkat Ali: Will the Honourable Minister of Develop-
ment be pleased to state —

{a) whether Chaudhri Mehr Chand who was appointed as Head
Assistant in the office of the Director of Agriculture in Febru-
ary, 1941, was an Accounts Clerk in the office of the Govern-
ment Cattle Farm, Hissar, drawing Ks. 125 per month ;

(b} if the angwer to part (@) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable
Minister kindly state whether the appointment of Chaudbri
Mehr Chand was made by the Director of Agriculture nimself
acting on his own judgment or in consultation with the then
Development Minister ; '

. (¢) is it & fact that by the appointment of Chaudhri Meht Chand as
Head Assistant one Mr. Ghulam Ahmad Sleem, B.A., Apsis-
tant in the office of the Director of Agriculture was supersed-
ed ;

(@) whether against his supersession Mr., Ghulam Ahmad Sleem
submitted an appeal to the Honourable the Financial Com-
missioner through the Director of Agriculture as required by
rules ;

(s) whother this appeal has been withheld by the Director of Agri-
culture and, if so, why ;
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{f) is it & fact that the said Chaudhri Mehr Chand is a matriculate
while Mr, Ghulam Ahmad Sleem is a graduate and has about
29 years to bis credit in this very office ;

(9) i5 it a fact that Mr. Ghulam Ahmad Sleem prior to his saperses-
sion was drawing Re. 240 per menth while Chaudbri Mebr
Chand was drawing Rs. 125 per month as Accounts Clerk in
the office of the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar ;

(h) whether the Director of Agriculture when appointing Chaudhri
Mehr Chand wrote in his order that he was making the ap-
pointment in ¢onsultation with the Development Minister ?

The Honourable Sardar Dasaundha Singh : (4} Yes.

(%) The Honourable Minister was consulted on the question whether
the post, which was a new one, should be filled by promotion within the
office or be thrown open to applicants from other offices as the rules allowed
and on the community from which applications should be invited. The
actual selection was made by the Director of Agriculiure personally.

(c) As the post was filled by selection the question of supersession does
not arise.

() Yes ; although the rules do not provide any appeal.

{g) Yes; as no appeal lies.

{f) Yes.

(g) Yes.

(k) No. )

SigHs 1IN CeENTRAL TrRAINING COLLEGE, L:AHORE.

1453. Sardar Lal Singh: Will the Honourable Minister of Ednea-
tion be pleased to state—

{a) what is the total number of Sikhs, if auy, on the staff of the
Central Training College, Lahore, with the names of euch one
of them :

{b) what is the number of Sikix students at present studying in that
Colloge ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : {4}
No. Names.

8 Mr. M. G. Singh, M.A., Vice-Principal, Central Training Col-
lege, Liahore.

S, Balwant 3ingh Anand, M.A. (Pb.), B.A. (Cantab.), Diploma
of Edueation, Lecturer, Central Training College, Lahore.

8. Jiwan Singh, Manual Traim'ngl Instruetor, Central Training
College, Liahore.

o) 22.
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JSRLROTION POSTS.

1454. Malik Barkat Ali: Will the Honourable Premier be pleased
%o state whether the post of a Head Assistant in Government offices in
whioh this post exists is a selection post in the sense of that expression s
defined by tne Beeretary of State in his despatch No. 83-Bervices, dated
20th August, 1925, and farther clarified by the Punjsb Government in their
lstter No. 7084 (H.—Gazette), dated 29th Febraary, 1982, sent to all Heads
of Departmente and will he be further pleasod to state whether posts held
by Ministerial officers come within tbe definition of Selection Posts 2

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : The conditions
. of service under the Punjab Government including the principles to be
followed in making promotions within the serviees are now preseribed by
rules made for each service separately under the Government of India Act.
The honourable member will, therefore, understand that & reply to his
question in general terms might be misleading. If he will specify the service
or services in which he is interested, an accurate reply will be framed.

Hiwpr a8 MEDIUM OF INBTRUCTION. o
1455. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das : Will the Honourable Minister
of Edueation be pleased to lay on tne table of the House o statement in the
following form :— )

1 2 3 4 |
:l‘"""‘:'lb‘“l_y‘:'f Number of
schools in Number of or bigh
which Hindi

Name Number of is the sccondary schooks im

of primary medium of and high which Hindi
Ml schools in . : achools in in the

division. th instruction the dium of
e ot in which Taecium

divizion, & Hindi divicion, instruction

teacher is or in whioh

vided a Hindi toacher
pro ’ provided.

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : I regret that the answer to
this question is not yet ready. L

p——

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS.
_ . CONTROL OF PRICE OF WHEAT.
Sardar Lal Singh : I beg to ask for leave to make & motion for the

‘sdjonrnment of the business of the House to discuss a definite matter of
urgent public importance, namely, the tense situation srising out of the
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artificial attempt made by the Central Government to lower the price of

wheat by removing the import duty on wheat and by the impossibility of

dealers in wheat market to sell wheat at the pries fixed. ' ’
Mr. Speaker : Doés the honourable member wish to discuss the order

of the Central Government.-?

Sardar Lal Singh : The stops taken by the local deern.ment in en»
forcing that order. -

Mr. Speaker : Where does the honourable member say that the Gov-
ernment hag failed to perform its duty ?- ) .

Sadar Lal Singh : A very tense situation bas arisen in this province
a3 a result of that action.

Mr. Speaker : Is not, the resolution moved by Chaudhri Muhammad
Hussain, still under discassion ?

Sardar Lal Singh : But the situation is such that it cannot brook a
moment’s delay.,

Mr. Speaker : What has the Government to say ?

Premier : As a matter of fact I have not understood the object of the
‘motion. What does the honourable member want to discuss ?

Sardar Lal Singh : I want to discuss the failure on the part of the
Government to forestal these measures.

Premier: How could we forestal these measures ?

Sardar Lal Singh : The Government could find out as to how much
wheat and ata is required for the province.

Premier: My honourable friend is aware that we could not take
action unless it was on an all-India basis. 8o far as we are concerned the
district magistrates have been asked to take action immediately.

Sardar Lal Singh: Is it that the Punjab Government is carrying
out the orders of the Central Government and keeping prices low 2

Premjer : Punjab Government is’ doing everything possible to see
that the prices are controlled. My honourable friend is aware that the
District Magistrate of Lahore issued orders the other day fixing prices of
wheat and ata. Similar instructions are being issued by Deputy Commis-
sioners at other places where prices will be fixed on the basis of Lyallpur
price.

Sardar Lal Singh : The Punjab Government has not taken the trouble
to #ee whether at that level of price people can afford to sell wheat at all.

Premier : At the moment all the wheat i8 in the hands of the stock
holders or those who deal in wheat ; therefore, we cannot take any action
which would make wheat go under or go out of the province. The honour-
able member must remernber that that is one of the problems which we have
4o face, As I have said it is an all-India question. For the present prices
will be fixad on the basis of Lyallpur price. Later on we will make such

; recommendations o the Government of India as may be necessary in
. 'the interests of the province.



MargETiNG AoT AND DEADLOCK 1N BusiNegs. 147

Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, T beg to agk for leave to make a motion
for the adjournment of the business of the House to discuss & definite majter
of urgent publiec importance, namely, the situation arisen due to the deadlock
of business in almost all the grain markets of the Punjab and the failure of
the Government in not managing the sale of agricultural produce of the
zamindars of the province who are refused purchases after the enforcemend
of the Marketing Act.

(Punjabi): Sir, the market towns all over the province heve been
crammed with carts laden to capacity with cotton for the last six or seven
days, and for lack of buyers the plight of the animals as well as the cartmen
who have thus been stranded is miserable. The respomsibility for this
state of affairs is entirely that of our Government who have made absolutely
no arrangements for the marketing of agricultural produce so far.

Premier : Sir, T have received scores of telagrams to the effect that
owing to & paueity in the rolling stock dealers are not getting sufficient
number of wagons for disposing off their stocks which have sccumulated
in their godowns. So long as they are unable to clear their stocks they
cannof make any further purchases. The Government is carrying on ne-
gotiations -with the railway authorities and it is hoped that wagons
necessary for the disposal of stocks in hand will soon be available.

~ Sardar Ajit Singh: This is absolutely incorrect: Only yesterday
a meeting of all the factory owners of Montgomery and Multan distriots
was held in which they said that they wanted to buy stocks of cotton but
wore prevented from deing 8o on account of the closing down of markets
by the dealers as a protest against the Marketing Act. The weighmen and
the Iabourers had also struck work and practically no business was being
trensacted in the grain markets. The question of wagons not being avail-
able in sufficient numbers does not at all arive.

Premier : - The paucity of rolling stock is one of the main causes.

Sardar Ajit Singh : I do not discount the laek of wagons. No doubt
it iz one of the causes but it i8 not the main cause. Sir, this state of affairs
has been going on for the last seven days. In the Qkara Market alone some
twelve hundred carts have thus been stranded. The bullocks and
the cartmen are starving and by the time a short notice question 13 replied
toin the House there is a danger of carimen rioting in desperation.

Premier : Sir, I do not understand what the honourable member
wants., ' :

Mr. Speaker : So far as I have been able to iollow, the honourable
member’s point is that the produce, especially the cotton of zamindars, is
waiting in carts, etc., in the markets ; and that there is no one to purchase
it ; and he wants to know what steps the Government have taken to help
the zamindar by having his produce sold off 7 For this purpose, I think,
the honourable member should give notice of a short notice. guestion,

_ Sardar Santokh Singh : I gave notice of a short notice question on
Friday, but it bas not been replied.

Mr. Speaker: I am doubtful about the admissibility of the moticn,

but I will give the benefit of the doubt to the honourable member. The -
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honourable member asks for-leave to make a motion for the adjournment
of the business of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public
importance, namely, the situation arisen due to the deadlock of business in
almost ‘all the grain markets of the Punjab end the failure of the Govern-
anent in not managing the sale of agricultural produce of the zamindars of
the province who are refused purchases after the enforcement of the Mar-
keting Act. '

Any objection ?
Premier : Yes, Sir, I object to the leave being given.

Mr. Speaker : Will the honourable members:who are in favour’ of
leave being given please rise in their places ?

As less than 30 members rose in their places the leave was refused. -

CONTROL OF PRICE OF A'I'g. .

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : I beg to ask for leave 4o make a motion
for the adjournment of the busmess of the House to disouss a definite matter
of urgent public importance, namely, the provineial Government enforeing
the eontrol of price of ata without making the necessary arrangemehts to
see that poor people are not refused supply at the rates fixed by Government.

(Urdu}: 8ir, the objection raised against the motion moved by my
honourable friend Bardar Lal Singh, that control was instituted by the
Central Government and the Provincial Government could not do anything
in the matter, dos: not hold good in the case of my motion. It does not
relate to the control of prices but concerns itself with the inability of the
Government to control the situation arising therefrom. A poor labourer
who earns hardly four or five annas a day and has to buy flour in the evening
is finding it impossible to get it from any shop. On Saturday the shop-
keepers closed down their shops and refused to sell any flour. That evening
at the dinner table I was served a plate of rice and c¢urry. On being asked
why rice and curry, which I am not in the habit of taking, was served to me
my servant replied that he could not get wheat-flour. Now this is a great
hardship for the labouring classes whose meagre daily wages maks it impera-
tive for them to buy their ata daily. In the regime of cur popular Govern-
ment the poor are deprived even of their frugal fare because it did not make
any arrangements for controlling the situation. It was the duty of the Gov-
ernment o warn the shopkeepers by beat of drum and if there were any
delinquents it ought to have arrested them so that others might be de-
terred.

Mr. Speaker : What should be discussed ¢
Mian Muhammad Nurullah : My submission is that the Government

should have enforced this control of prices only after making necessary
arrangements. The shopkeepers contend that having purchased wheat
at the rate of 6 seers a rupes they cannot possibly sell it at 8 seers a rupes.,

Some of them even told their customers to go and get flour at this rate from
Sir Chhotu Raau.
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. Premier : My honourable frisnd shounld know that we hiad the in.
terests of the poor in view in fixing the prices. Only this morning on
enquiry I was informed that they were now getting 8 or 8} seers of flour for
a rupee. : -

Mian Muhammad Nurallah : That may be the rate for to-day, but
it was not the rate on Baturday.

Premiex : Yes, the rate at present is 8 seers and I hope my ho-nomr:-
able friend will be satisfied now.

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : My honourable friend Sardar Lal Singh
tells me that even to-day he could not get it at the rate mentioned by the
Honowrable Premier. : :

Lala Harnam Das: We cannot get even six and a half séers for a
rupee.

} remijer ; My honourable friends should take it from me that when
the poor really encounter any difficulty in getting flour Government will
not git idle. Every action necessary for the purpose will be taken, The
Deputy Commissioners in all the districts of the provinee have been asked
to contro! and fix the priees.

Mian Mubammad Nurullah : How can the Honourable Premier, who

eats dubal rold, instead of ata appreciate the seriousness of the situation 9

Premier : I may mention for the information of my honourable friend
that 1 eat maize now.

JAPAN’S ENTRY INTO THE WAR,

Premier : Sir, I believe-you and all my honourable colieagues in this
House must have seen in the papers this morning that as was expected
Japan has also entered the war arena which brings the danger nearer to our
country both from the west and from the east. I do not think that it js
necossary for me or for any one here to dilate on that subject or to make any
lengthy speeches. But Iwish to take this opportunity once again to request
all my co-citizens both in this House and ontside that we should now make
tip our minds definitely to hush all controversies and to put up a united
front so that this danger which has come nearer to us from both sides, east
and the west, may be met not only by the Punjab but by the rest of the
counfry also following the lead of the Punjab and thereby ensure that our
country’s integrity and safety is not jeopardised. 1 am sure that every
one in this House will endorse my appeal, I also want to reiterate once
again on behalf of the Punjab our determination to do our utmost to the
best of our ability and resources to help in winning this war.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Msy I ask a question ?

Mr. Speaker : The Honourable Premier has made a statement and
that cannot be discussed, nor can questions be asked about it.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : If the Honourable Premier really
wantg that there should be pesee in this provinee, may we request him to.
. drop all controversial legislative measures also ? That is what I wanted to
ask,
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Sardar Santokh Singh : I whole heartedly support the appeal that
has been made by the Horourable Premier, and I do hope that all commnyni-
ties all over India will do their best to help in the war not only by words,
but by deeds, as well and I further hope that the Government by their
actions will prove what they preach so that no cause might arise for
controversies during these troublous days, and thal we may beablein a
hody to do our hest far the prosecution of the war.

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE FOR 1939-40.

M:nister for Finance (The Honourable Sir Manohar Lal): Sir, I
beg to move— _ : :
That the report of the Pubiic Accounts Committee on the Appropriation Accounts
and Yinance Actounts of the Punjab Government for the year 1039.40, be

talkken inte consideration apd adopted, and that the EXpess Girgnte recom-
mended by the Comimjtteee be woted.

These demands are made on the recommendation of the Governor.
In placing this proposition before the fouse, I wish, with your permis-
sion, to make a few brief observations, You will see from the Report that
the Jommittee sat for 14 days in considermg these accounts, and that on
12 of these days the Commitiee wad engaged in an examination of the ac-
countg in detail. WMay I have your permission to eonvey my thanks to the
honourable members of this House on this Committes for the very keen
interest which they displayed in the examination of these accounts. That
is particularly so because the year under review was the most difficult year
financially that we have passed through. During this year we had budgeted
for a deficit of 20 lakhs, because at the time when the budget was framed
it was expected that the famine expenditure would be not more than 39
lakhs. It wag expected that the famine would not last longer than ahout
five months. As it is, the matter is fresh in the minds of us all, the famine
spread with increasing intensity throughout the whole year and ultimately
the burden of expenditure that fell on our revenues on aecount of the famine,
when our figures had to be revised, wasnof less than 72 lakhs. In spite of the
fact that the expenditure inereased by 83 lalths on aceount of the famine,
at the time the revised figuros were available the deficit was only 20 lakhs
more than in the budget, and as the accounts were published you will re-
momber that tho total defieit rose only by T lakhs to 36 lakhs. The faminse
expenditure went up by 32 lakhs, but the deficit went up oniy by 7 lakhs.
That I think i3 a very commendahle position, it is the manner in which the
finances of this provinee were scrupulously guarded with the utmost vigi-
iance during that year, particularly from the manths of October onwards
when the intensity of the famine wuas fully realised, that we were able
to sustain the full onrnsh and the full attack of the famine on otr finances,

You will see-that the Committes has expressed after thorough examin-
ation and gerutiny its conclusions as regards the year's finances thus.
On page 8 you will see the Comamittes state—

In spite of all this atfain on the Provincial finances, we are pleased to note that ex.
penditure on Beneficent Depariments showed sn increase of Rs. 2 lakhs over
1088-39, and of 15 lakhs over 1937-38,

I am confident that the House will note that fact with distinet grati-
fication, In spite of the fact that we were confronted with a famine of
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the-expenditure on. heneficent departments continued to in¢reasp. In this

1

[N

|
P

npestion may I draw your sttention to, whas the Committes hiss stated

i

3

ahant phe way 10 which the finanges of the.provinoe were managed—
- 'In"patagraph B whovsiwe. have nitkde o brisf metition of the peoulisr difficulties of the

- year under, ropott. . We,-mada & very detailed exsmiostion of the Finanoe
" Aocoupts——vide the proceedings of 'tza 124K and 13th meetings” hlc:l' on ‘the

' 16th ‘add 17th Boptember: ' Our examigativn leaves us fully assuped that the

" financdy of the Frovinee were anaiged apd- Controlied, -during this. flisien]s.
yoar, with,the nimost care, skill and ability.—Page 9 of the Report. .

<" Phat, sit; is & commendation on the part of this Commitiee whioh: thes
Plhanee Departndent 'has ‘received with the utmost gratification. ~ You wilk
%60 at page-10'that the Committee sums up its opinion thus s R
! " Wo aTe entirely satisfied with the Finance. Accounts for thé yesr 163940, The short.

this H

L In oi.r.
., toroturn s yield the Punjab conld well Hoast of the soundest possible fuans

o

#aid thai excesses constitute & finaneial offpnce though ugually ph’?ﬁiﬁ_&:@g
&nd oaght. for be reduesd. - It is: the. duty, of. tho Ripanoe Departm

dymmaty given abovd éan lead to anly oné’ conolnsion, namely, that in- spite

stested “thems through upscathed. on lines of, the soundest ‘possible fi
policy, ’ ’ . . tr . f |.:. T

- i of very grave and pesuliar difficulties of the year, the custodiass of ourﬁmt:;:t
inanolaF
<

, Among other matters. the Committee 'det'r:dted pal;tigﬁlar aitént;bh"ﬁbé
our. ﬁgﬁﬂm ag;affeoted by our Hydro-Electric Scheme, and you will see at
page Y at :
by this-Committee. I.have had occasion when presenting the snouaf
budgets to express my opinion in very clear terms about the working of this:
scheme, but it is eminently useful to have the opinion. of a Committes of

 fop thak, the position has on e again been very clearly stated:

ouse that has gone into this matter with considersble thoroughness.
They say— . | | L

last r8pott we remarked that if only-the Hydro-Electric Schotne sould be. made
ces. This yesr we have gone into the fitieneial tesulte of  this. soheme. in

. ‘grent detail, and invite wtbemtion to the proccedings of our 9th and 1lth

meotings held on the lst Augnst and 16th Septemiber, 1841, respectively,.
alse 1o a detailed note, A dix VII, prepared by the (Jin'ef Engineer, and &
statemiont, Appendix VIII, -futhished by the Actountest.Genersl. The re..
suli; is that we ‘are satisfied with; the manper in which. the scheme is being g,
but we concur heartily in the suggestion of the Chief Engineer that, in ondet
to safegnard the future of this important undertaking, the Governmont should
take getive, and, if necessary, drastic measuren to cheok erosion in the Ukl
river cabchment area. The Chief Engineer told us that each cuses of water
in this river means a revenue of Ra. 45,000 per aunum, to the Proviuce,

“We must exprens hers our appreciation of the nisistance given to us by thé Heads

of Dspartmente during their oral examination by us.

_ 8ir, the Committee also paid very spepial attention to the finance ac
cotints to which I have referted already. . An impdriant feature of the year
has been'the manner in which we particulaily studied and enforoed retrenchd
ment and economy. In our Civil Works, it will be, noticed—thess dre de-
bailed a4 page 8—that.it wag bocausaiof the heavy savings there that it was
Posaible for nato reduce the large size of deficit-that otherwise threateng
94 L.zony mefer 4o just one ex. two other matters before I conclude, am
khota,are axpemses.i - You will see, that, aroemg the voted excesses at page §
tho-position is shated, yory olearly... Ihaye.oomare.than one oceasion befor

ont o

pge {hak qxpessep .aro redaced, tor the. smallest .possible nuriber -and the

smallest possible amount. You will see that among the voted items, the
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fotal number of excesses 'is now reduced to only 3. On the Trrigation—
Capital, the Houss budgeted 15 lakhs, and the exeess amount is the negligible

Sutn of Bs. 30 thousand. Similarly, under Superannuation Allowances angd’
Pensions, we budgsted 55 lakhs 78 thousand and the excess amount was’
.only 25 thousand. Under Deposits and Advances, the excessis only Rs.1,144.

8ir, our position in this regard has improved remarkably during the past

three years, In 1988-89, the voted excésses stood as high as 10 lakhs ;

in 1937-88, 1 lakh and 82 thousand, and this year they stand no higher than
57 thousand. Excesses oceur because sometimes it is not possible to obtain

the vote of the House as cortain expenditures have to be incurred towards
the end of the year. The House is not directly concerned with it but the

* gharged "’ excess amount also is only Rs. 87,526, That also, I believe,

.constitutes a record in the financial history of this provinee. These charged

excessos constitute 4 items on page 7. You will seo that the firat two items

are not higher than Re. 326 and Ra. 1,988. Tt is very difficult to make a

¢orroct estimate with regard to Superannuation Allowances and Pensions.

‘Bat it is much lower than before. '

 Now, 8ir, I will turn to another feature, which has been noted parti-
«oularly by this Committee, it is the accuracy with which the Budget was
passed, In the year 1937-88, the accounts showed a disparity of 4-T1
per cent, the next year it was reduced to 4-17. This yoar the disparity
ig well below 2 per cent. (Hear, hear.) '

Now, I have only one more aspact of the accounts which I beg to place
before the House and that is, how the debt position of this province is. Ab

o 10 you will see that our capital outlay on Irrigation Works comes to
Rs. 87,80 lakhs, and our capital outlay on Hydro-Electrie Scheme comes to
Rs. 6,89 lakhs, and thus these two items alone between themselves make &
total of Ds. 44,69 lakhs. As against this capitel outlay of Ras. 44,69 lakhs,
the debt of the Punjab stands at Re. 85,87 lakhs. (Hear, hear.) Any pro-
vinco that can show its debt position such as ours would be declared without
any forther raflexion to have managed its finances in the most economie and
prudent fashion, _

Not only this, during the year under survey, a loan of Ras. 251
lakhs was raised, but on 81st March, 1940, the increaso in the net debt was
only Rs. 85,37 lakhs, that is, an inereage of Re. 2,12 lakhs, This represents,
it T may say so, the skill and efficiency of the management by which these
complicated and difficult affairs were conducted. Sir, at page 10, you will
oo that in spite of all these additions to our capital outlay, the debts are
jmposing a very light burden on the future of this provinee, compared with
the burden before.

Now, there ig another small matter to which I want to draw . the
attention of the House, and that is the irregularities, as they are known.
These you will find atated at page 7. 8ir, during this partioular year, the

ities came only to 6 and the amount involved was as small as
Rs. 87,798. This is a very small sum and out of this a gum of Rs. 10 thousand
was held 0 be due to the person to whom the payment was made. And
thus it reduces the total amount of possible jrregularities to about Ra. 38
shousand out of & budget of 18 crores or thereabouts. It is not surprising,
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“therefore, that the Public Accounts Committes has been so °generous
*1n expressing its spprecistion of the working of our finances during the year-
runder roview, - As I have- sdid, it is & matber of particulsr gratification to -
-me and T am duly thanlkful $o the Committee for going so carefully through
-our accounts. as.they have done examining the books of acedunts spreading”
~over - hundreds of pages. With these fow words, I commend: this report to ’
-the consideration and adoption of the House. e
* “Mr.8peaker : Motion moved is— ' :

That the report of the Public Aotounts Committes on the Appropriation Acocounts -
and Finance Accounts of the Punjab Government for the year 1939.40, be
taken into conajderation and adopted, and that the Excess Grants récommends

. &d by the Committes be voted. : - . )
Dx. Sir Gokul Chand Narang (West Lahore Division, (féneral, Rural):
8ir, I do not mean to discuss any particulsr items mentioned in this Report,

“but my attention has particularly been drawn to a Note of Dissent appended

to-the Report by one of the members of the Commitiee, namely, Malik

Barkat Ali. At page 11 he has referred to a few points which, I think,
deserve the attention of the House and a reply from the Government if the

‘Government. chooses to make a reply. ‘He hds stated that when he was’

.-examining the details of war publicity expenditure actually incurred in

'1989-40, it transpired from the Statement supplied to the Committee and
the subsequent oral examination of Mr. J. D. Anderson, 1.C.8., Joint
Chief Seeretary to Government, Punjab, that & sum of Rs., 33,909-4.0
was paid in-five equal shares during the year under report to a number of
papers whose names are given. I believe this-is a fact and if it is not a fact,
I trust that the Government would make its position elear. If no such money
+has been given, the question does not arise. If it has been given, then
-certainly what has been stated by Malik Barkat Ali in the subsequent .
paragraph does requirs attention. I shall just read it. o

It was ptated bofore us that each of these papers supplied to the Government 1,600

- - copies of a weekly sdition containing such war news as were supplied to them -
by Government through & special staif engaged for the purpose, These copies,

we are bold, were distributed free {n rursl aress through ihe agency of head. -
masters to whom these copies were sent by post. :

Now, this is very important :—

When Mr. Anderscu was being examined, I told him
was o total waste and a piece of sheer eXbtgvagance, 85 no one Teads these
copits, which often remain Iying intact with their postal covers unopened in

the offiees of headmasters, and that really this expenditure was & mode of
corraphing the soarces of public information in this Provincs, Now that tha

R f the Public Accounts Committes is being finall -
se?lg::fo: ta t:})e is;:mb(]:;?ulndeen? l::n:;y ;ultsy—mg mally prepered for pre )
Mir Magbool Mahmood : On a point of order. T beg to invite.
. your attention to Rule 140 () relating to the functions of the Public Assounts .

Committee. The functions of the Public Accounts are clearly stated there-
Jimg ' :

-~

frankly thet this expenditure

It says :— -
() that the moneys shown in the actounts as having besn disbursed were

le
available for and applicable to the service or purpess to which they havast;edgi
applied or cherged;

" There was-a regular motion in the House and grant was sanctioned by
+ the House for the purpose for which it was speat and I submit that thia is
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[Mir Magbool Mahmood.} : ' _
not the occasion to raige & dis:ussion on an earlier decision of the Houas as
to whether it is justified or not. We are considering the Report of the Publis-
Agcounts Committee and this is not the occasion to see whether the decision
given by the House had been implemented. My honoursble friend Malik-
Béarkat Ali has trans:ressed the functions of the Committes in going into .
the policy and deeision given by this House by passing strictures on certain |
officers for having implemented those decisions. I submit that this is not .
the occasion to raize that debate.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : If I were questioning the genuine-
néss of any item or the purpose to which it was applied then my honourable
friend’s objection would be valid. You have agked us to give our opinion
whether. this Report should or should not be adopted. I am giving you my
réagoni why some people can legitimately objeetto the adoption of this
Beport. It is not a question of objecting to the existence of any particular -
ité;frj-br to its application for any particular purpoge. So far as my rscollec-
tibu goes, the House never sanctioned and never gave a vote that part of this -
money should go to X and another part should ge to Y and another part.
shoul go to Z and so on. The utmost that this Housedid was that it
passed a cortain demand which might have included * publicity.” I may .
tell you that [ am not against publicity. Tn fact I believe thatit ig absolutely
necessary for the Government to do some sort of publicity particularly
in days when there is danger of false rumours and alarming rumours  being -
spread, When the Waris on, it is absolutely necessary that correet infor-
mation should be supplied and I do not grudge the payment of any amount
to any of these papersat all. I make it absolutely clear. What I am trying -
to point out to this Hlouse and partieularly to the Government is that Malik
Barkat Ali says that the objeet which this House had in sanetioning a eertain
amonnt for publicity is not being fulfilled inasmuch as sixisen hundred
copies of each of these papers which are sent out, keep lying intact and even
their covers are not removed and they do not reach the people for whom
these sixteen hundred copies of each of these papers are infended. I
think the Government should welcome this opportunity of clearing their -
position. If it is really so that sixteen hundred copies of each of these papers
g0 out and keep lying in the offices of the headmasters without even the
wrappers being removed, it is time that they should see that this expenditure
ghould not be ineurred or if it is incurred and there is any objection to any
of these papers, that objection should be removed or if there is any negli-
gence on the part of the headmagters to whom copies are sent, notice
ghonld be taken of their negligence, or if there is any defect which prevents
the correct information reaching the publie for whom it is intended, the -
Government should take measures to remove these defects. That is the .
objoet of this Note of Dissent. In any case that is the object with which
T have ventured to draw the attention of the Government on the basis of
this Note. Whether Malik Barkat Ali was oxeeeding his powers or trans-
gressing therales, I am sure he can look after himself and he will point out if
he wants to, whether his action was or was not justified. ' I am particularly
drawing the attention of the Government to this. He pyt this question
to Mry Anderson, the then Additional Chief Secretary] and told him that',
thig money'was heing wasted. I do net find any raply of Mr. J. D, Andetsori .
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-in this Note of Dissent or anywhere elso. If he gave amy rafly T’ think
"-Malik Barkat Ali ought to have referred ta it or the Government can refer
“%o it and say that Malik Barkat Ali's assumptions or his appehensions are
- 00t well founded and that the papers do not lie un-oponed and reach the

public for whom they are intended. Then, sir, in addition to that—of cotrde

he has put it very bluntly and too plainly—he talks of haleas ki dokdn aur
#1804 j1 ke fatiak. Lt is according to him, mis-use and abuse of public money

-2f i 18 bejng spent on a mission which does not fulfil ite object. Then he says
that the money thus distributed does not achieve its professed purpose, as
- mobody reads the atuff so distributed. This is an scousation against the
- Governiment and 1 would like the Honourable Finance Minister to listén
to it. He says— . o
The object. is really to corrpat the pablic press of the province.

Ie this the object that the Government has in view ? The House should
be ehary in future in sanctioning such items if the object stated by Malk
Barka{ Ali is to corrupt the public press of-the province. He says that this

- object is being steadily achieved which means that the press of the Punjab,

- aocording to Malik Barkat Ali, is being steadily corrupted. That is what
the Government oight to explain, whéther the charge is - well founded,

“whether the object of the Government in.subsoribing to these papers is to

corrupé. them and whether that object is being

, achieved in the sense that these papeis are being

-mteadily eomrupted. Not only this, he has used much strongér words further

-om in hig Bote when dealing with the advertisements. Ho says—

The re@alt of theas practices on the part of the Divector of Information , who Is taking
the fulleat, advantage of the sontrol he thus eXercises gwer a:at part of the
Pre:a of the province which bas falien victim to these practios, fs that s large

1p.om

- part of the press has been gi_eba 3 .
*Phat probably means demoralisation or even more than that, Itisa

-wrach sttonger expression than demoralisation,—- -
- «ves and what i3 far more fagrettablt’b the expenditire of public moneys which jo
- theas days when the last available pie should be copserved to meet the Bnancinl
l::el'dpupm a:forcod by the war ean be spsnt then feeding s few hungry mouths of
-] am quoting verbatim from this note. If it ig so, then the Governient
~gught-to pay attention to it. A definite charge in the most blunt langus /
‘hag been lovelled against the Government that the object of the Governre
|in giving this subsidy to, these- papers is to corrupt them, sid that thbt
ohject is being steadily achieved. It is a véry great charge. It is incwm-
" bent on the part of the Government to expisin it in its own interest and sl
¥ the interest of the press besause it i#-a very serions reflestion on the press,
Mir Maqbool Mahinoed : My honoursblo friond is entitled at ahy tirte
%0 ask the opinion of the Government. But this is not the proper stage %o
-¥aise such an objection,  Tf he wants to raise any objection he gan énly
do 30 at & proper time. This expenditure, after fuil consideration of the
facis, has alteady been sanctioned by this House. The names of the presses
~were.givon, under what conditions that sum was given and other dotajlod
matiors:-have beeh dikenszsed. So the whole question was discoesed. That
being‘so, I would submit that this is not the stage to raise a debate of thii
‘kind.  On that fssue'I wonld appesl to you to give your ruling to ask my
-beamourable friénd t0-be pulled up. - ' L o '
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Mr. Speaker ¢, . Was this item mentioned in.the budget ..

- Mir Maghwol Mahmood ;  There was an itemof war in the budget :
and there ;was a full debate:in the House and all thé' details were stated
_by the Honoprable Premier and dlscusse& Further theﬁe was ‘saries bf
,questmns which wana snswered FERET

-Malik Barkat Ah: Some honourdble members wanted to know the
“names of the papers which were being paid' these amounts; but' those names .
were withheld from -them. S0 far/ag the point of order is concerned g
really do not see where the point of order comes in, because the motion of
the Honourable Finance Minister is that the report of the Committes of
Public Accounts be taken into consideration, and  to-day 'is also fixed for
the consideration of this report. The report along with the minutes of
digzent congtitutes one umit. It i8 open to any member-of this House to.
agree or disagree with the minnte of dissent, but none ean say why the
minute of dissent has been reeorded on.printed for the consideration of the -
House.. I, therefore, respectfully submit that there is absolutely rio ques-
tion of any point of order involved.. If my learned friend. challenges the-
competency of the members of the Public Accounts- Committee to append
_their minutes of dissent or to scrutinise the accounts, then it is not a ques-
tion which can be said to be the concorn of this House. - We deal with
this question in ths Public Accounts Committee. I also draw your atten-
tion to Rule. 140 of the Punjab Legislative Assembly Rules. Rule 140
.makes it clear that it is. the function of the Public Accounts Gommittee to
scrutinise the appropriation aceounts, Sir, it has been held that the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons, the powers of which are identical—the-
“words .of. the rule 'defining the functions of our public accounts sre the
words taken ftom the rules of the House of Commons . defining the powers
of the Public Accounts Committee of the House of Commons—while seruti-
‘nising the sccounts possesses the powers t0 éxamine all cases of extravagance. .
It, however, the narrow interpretation which is now sought to be placed on
the powers of the Public ‘Accounts Committee is accepted for a moment,
I would submit that.the sooner this Pablic Aecounts Committee is dissolved
the better, as on that interpretation the Public Acconnts Committee has.
only to see . whether the amount that has been sanctioned by
‘this House. bas been..spent against that particular item or not.  For-
that pwrpose - the accounts ave checked by - the Auditor-General ' and.
the: Acéountant-General and we- get -theirreport. The Public Aéeounts
Commijttee: iz .gof mp by this House .in -order that' ié may satisfy
itgelf .that  there. iz no cause .of any - waste or extravagince on the.
part of the Governmeat. I, - therefore, : respecifully submit that my
learned friend .js wrong. As a matter of fact, -he ‘eught. to thenk me
for having. given the Government an. opportunity of explaining:
on the floor of the House why these payments cannot really corrupt the
press. My honourable friend Dr. 8jr Gokul Chand Narang seems to think
that perhaps the only question inyolved is whether these moneys have been
spent or nof. He may take it from me that these moneys have been spent.
In fact; the figures were actually given to us by Mr. J. D. Anderson, who-
appeared as a witness, In the note with which we were supplied, Mr, Ander-
son did not give us the names of the papers. He had fo be questioned oa:
that point, and it was when he gave us the names of the papers that moat.
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of ug were reslly staggered. I sm only dealing''Wwith the ' qtiestion.
' boiit” of order. 'On the meiits I ‘will hive ity  say* latey on.""Ad¥
that T submit ai present is that the motion before the House'is 16 take into-
wns:udmwi%n&e ‘report of the Public’Acconnts Cprniittee and the report
of the Public Aceownts Committes with the minute of-digienf is befors us.
-and the House has got to consider it, it ior v o voner =7l .

I

B TR L RO . [ T T TEET DL ST Tt B IFT LS §
-+ Mian-Mubammad Nurullah :. What. would be .%hp_,POSitiﬂif_ vy
fo-morgow sanction:.one lakh of rupges for war publicity and day after. toy
marrow one honourable member, say, Sardar Santokh;Singh gomes forwaed
and starts a paper.and appropriates the whola amount 2.- Can we later,.0n

gueation it or not? .. - - C . o e '

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : I hope my lsamed friend, ‘t}hé_Pﬁf}__
lismentary Secretary sitting behind the Honopurable Premier, is ' satisfied
with the reply given by my hohourable friend, Malik Barkat Ali, régarding
is position, 1 had never spy doubt that it was the privilege of every
member of the Public Accounts Commitbes to scrutinise every I1té{.n"q't ap=
proprigtion:accounts and other accounts and to express his opinion. .- !

Mr. Speaker : No further arguments are needed. R

e P I L . . ! O ]

‘D, Sit Gokul Chand Narang : - Thank you, sir. ThenL-will proceed
with 'my, telgfibks. - 1 Hope, thio Goverfment sppregistes my position. T
am not attacking the Government and I am not attacking the press. I am
only. drawing theiatbention of the Governmentto the charges. which: have-
been bronght: against.it and it is for.the Government ko olesr the position
wigh what. object this. money. was spent and what the result of the expendir
turg of thia money hag bean a.far as the meoralo-of :the press iy eoneerned,
bacausa-the intention, the motive ¢f the Government has been. questioned.
And alse the morale of the pregshag been questionsd in this note of dissent,,
I think both the'parties, that is, the pressand the Government, shopld: appre-
ciate the position of those who haye hrought this.matter up so that both

ot

1.4

way, have an opportunity in their own sphers to clear their ‘position.” Now
‘there is axiother point { it is Pery importdnt when we #&ré considering this.

report. We are not. voling on any item: ‘that should be borna in mind,
Tt 3¢ smbodied in peragiaph 2 'of Malik Barkat Ali’s noté of dissent. - Mitlik
Hiarkat Ali liss referred to the praetice in the Houge of Copmornis and BhE
pointed out, they if.is undesirable for, the, Honourable Finance rMihisg,ﬁ _
10 progida over the delifierations of.the Tublic Accounts ‘Comrittee, ' He

8&)'&'-': R R R A TP i _.:15:”'.-:' o Lo ‘n . ‘-w.]; .,1,.::i-t:r

.My matanot: c}rln thfe:dbsewsm of trhet convagtiom prevaili;;lg‘d in Englnxt;nﬂm
4 : ou g g In | d g
e e s sbour 5 the sasepigiiontof I Comhe
T Y | T e R S R TS PRI PR RT. |
P P T I ¥ Vs N T ST L I S O T I i tewte  weivwe I (M
. think jy,ig 'vpry, Ieir bevsuse when' the Tinance Member 'himbélf pre-
Hies, th b o ialo 5 boing inflenicd, o {hat B woild tfy €0
influchce them, but they, would not foel free to express theit opinion, sk
‘they wop)d if & member of the Opposition Vs in the Chair. 'T, therdiors,
endorse, this suggestion, of Mshk Bérkat All. This year the Horonrbfk-
ance Minister was not unenimously voted to the chair. I think'lie cught.
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D Sz 6., C. Nesang] |
4or have refased the chalr when | there was 2 difference of opmon on th,xq
pudnt, - Thig i in his Jmte—

Tt is Aime that the Qovernment of the day deudes to enforce the healthy nonwu.ﬁfn
gt ap b ne and copeistently followed sfnce hie dsys, and advicts its
iﬂnmer not to stand for élection in & Commlﬂee in which n.dnﬁttedly

the Government has 8 majority of mamber. .

‘That mesns that criticism could be stifled in the first place becanse the
€ommittee consiits of Government members. and, secondly, becauss the
Hnance Minister, who’ fs 8 very’ powerful dignitary, premded at the mesting,
whose' own conddet in a way was under -examination. There is snothes
point in this and'that'is with respect to-the travelling allowance, Twould
‘not say anything to criticise the travelling allowances.” In the budget X
“think it is only the aggregate amount of the Ministers’ travellmg allowsnece
that is mentioned. I do not think, Speakmg sehject to eorrection, that the

velhng allowance of each Minister is separ&tely shown in the bndget.

ére was & {ime when each Minister had a certain sum, I think Rs. 5,000
allotted to him as travelling allowance, and ordmanly no one could exceed
'it, but I'donot know what the present arrangement is, buat there is one t.hmg
which certainly excites a little éuriosity and provokes a httle crmcasm
“The note says—

Khan Bahadur Mian Mushtm.q Ahmn.d Gummm also drew separa.tely 4 sum of Re.
830:23-D for wvisite to Wardha, Eydersbad, Mysors and Bombay, It appears
ta me thet a geod desl ot the Publc mopeys tha.t have thus found' their way
inta the pq ta of the Minjsters and their Secretaries conld bave. been ssy.

. ed.
‘That is'a quostion of fact whether it could or could not -have been: saved
but certa 'we would like to know something more about'it. ‘Bven'if

inister had gone ts Wardha, - Hyderabad and ‘Mysore, we would havé
‘K¥ell to'kiiow the objeét of His visit to those distant places. T think it -would
‘ot be too dinch to ask the Government o explain what the object of this
worthy Parliamentary Becretory was in ‘going to those places. ¥f it s
pilnted gut'to-tne Lshall be grateful. - i

" There jg anot,het point’ raised by Malik Barkat AL, ¥le says— '

- Xtia an open fact that the amounta of travelling exponses drawn under the Tules ex.
_cead the actual expenditure inenrred.

That may or may not be so, but generally it i so. Imay tell you that
-gome Minigters had to spend more when they went out on tour than what
ey got from the Government. I do not know about the present Ministers,
%}at 38 again o question of fact and I would not question it unless the Gove
-ernment wants to clear the position. The points that I have mentfbned afe
‘important and deserve elucidation and a satisfactory anawer on the floor of
m -Hounsge. .
' "Mi» Magbool M:hmood : I woul.d first deal with the point of ordor
‘raised by Dr. Sir Gokul Chand as well as by Malik Barkat Ali-which referred
te the prastice here and the practice in the House of Commons. I would
nfine myself to drawing your attention in the beginning to Rule 140 of
1-,];19 Rules of the Punjab Assembly which are modelled on theé practfcé Yo
&anrhament which would mal(e it clear that it is not the busmass ot t.he
vention of the House 40 have a port-martem exammatmn of how'n partI-
:;Hllp.; ifem sheuld have been spent of shbuld not haye. been spent The;' a,.ib
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~concerned merely and exclusively with the question whether the snme given
by the House for a particular item had been spplied to the purposefor which
“1t was sanctioned. My friend Malik Barkat Ali referred to the position in the
House of Commons. I would invite your attention only to one relevant
“sentence which explains the whole position so far as parlismentary practice
‘18 concerned. I am referring to May's Parliamentary Practice, page 554:
The condup of tmen the sa
T et ot o e D he ROPPL gtaate. Samaot
My submission is ‘that if my friend Malik Barkat Ali has transgressed
the conventions of'the Committee in appending a minute of dissent, we are
~entitled to ask you, who is the keeper of the privileges and conventions, to
gee that these rules are not violated. '
:+ If it contains such matters as should not have been

there, one of the hc;nourable members could have brought those matters te
“the notice of the House. . .

Mir Maqbool Mahmood : So far ag that is concermed it has been
.dene. I woukd only submit supposing eertain things sre stated in. the re-
_pert or the minute of dissent, & member would again raise the paint in the

House : that means revising the previous decision of the House, Is it
-wpen to any member to refer to the previous decision of the Hoase 2 We
“want to be enlightened and.¥ am auxe it will be helpful for further copsidera.

tion of the question.

Mr. Speaker : Does that point definitely arige 2 :

Mir Magbool Mahmood : My question-is, if theffounse henalelipied on
.4 matter and given ils definite finding with regard te that ls;a;&icglarﬁatter
- and policy, {s it open to aby member to raise that very quié tion in'a’idinute
of dissent and refer to the question in the House with the purpose of reseind-
ipg that decision ¢ _ _ .

. Mr. Speaker ; That would depend upon the facts of each case, If the
konourable member refers to Rule 140 he will find—

(1} Tn sctutinising the appropristion accounts of the province and the report of the
" -Auditor-General n, it shall be the gusy of the Public Accoigds Com-
. mittes o satisfy itself— : . |

(%) that the moneys shown in the account as having been disbureed were loga

abls for'snd :‘ppliodbfe to the service or purpose to which they have been
_ - appled orchargad. ... .... :

- ‘Mir Magbool Mahmed s I should like to deal with pome of the
-3points of substance that have been reised. I am sure that i does not need
“yepeating that the palicy of tire Government is o give liberty to the Press
in the matter of frank and free disoussion within the orbib of the-Jaw, - It
-i8'on more than ene ooeasion that even papers whose names have béen man-
tiened heie hirve openly and freely criticised the Government. This pelidy
will: be ‘eontinued. ) : : oo

" Now, Sir, a conférence was held to which ‘the representatives of the
" Presy wereinvited to co-operate in’giving publicity t6 'war news—I may add
$hat papérs of all shades of opiion were invited even thoge who openil
‘Iﬁ‘ledldréd that they whild not co-operate. Certain decigion were drrivef
“gt in the conferdnce. It was éxpressty stated that the policy of any paper
that offéred to ec-operate wottld in nio ‘way be interfered with, The papers

-
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which offered to co-operate’ have rendered pubhc service which entlths

them to the gratitude of the ‘whole of the province, They were given cez-

“tain funds to meet the space snd the inereased price of paper. Does it lis-

‘in the mouth of my honourable friend tq egme forward and say that the o=
‘operation of these newspapers with the poliey of the spokesman ‘of the Pun;a.b :
. who has declared in unequivecal torms that we will give the fullest possible-

Bupport to the war effort i5 in any way objectionable ? Having said so,

sir, you will forgive me if I invite the atention of the House. to ane or twe

details of the proceedings of- the Public Accounts Committee. You will:
ind on page 55 of this report that the Coramittee met on the 1st of Aagust

and diseussed the question of certain payments made to the Press for war
pubhclty? The honourable Malik Barkat Ali was himself present in that

Eeitmg In the last. sentence 0f the proceedings of that day you wifl find

a —

The committee obtained the detsils of certain it.ems from tl;a Jomt C]nei Secretary,_
* . but had no comments o record.

Later on at page 61 you will find that fhe vary ﬁrst 1tem is the conﬁrm-
ation of the minutes of previous meetings. Not a word of eomments. Simi-
larly, sir, T have gone through the whole of the report of the proceedings
of the meetings of the Committes and thers is no word about the policy of -

advertisement’ which 1oy honourable friend has now ralsed and for vi'hmh
he bags gone out of his way.

Mr. Speaker : Was this point not discussed i in the Oomtmttee?
Mir Magbool Mahmood : - No, sir. & - T

' Malik Barkat Ali : Sir, the position is this. W]Jen Mr J D Ander- :
son, the Joint Chisf Secretery to Government, appeared before the Comv
mittee a8 a witness we agked him to give us t;he names of the papers among :

whom this amount of Rs. 38,909-4. 0 wag d1str1buted I-Ie gave us the names .
of the following papers :-— M

Hindu, Ingilab, m.ahbaz@, Thsan and Zamindar.

My honourable friend should also note that when Mr. J. D. Anderson.:
was being examined, & question was directly put to him by me. I asked
"hiyn’ whéthér it had come to his notice or not that the copies of those papers
often remained lying intaet in the offices of the headmasters and whether he-
realised that that expenditure was a mode of regrrupting the goyrees.of public
information in this province. These were identically the words that.I used
on that occasion. Mr. Anderson’s reply was, * 8ir, I will note this point,. i
There can be no better witnesses. of this than the Honourable Ministex for
Finance and the Honourable Leader of the Opposition who were present..
My honourable friend says that these wotds ought to have appeared in the
proceedings. Sir, it wag yuled by the Honourable Minister for Finance: 88
Chairman of the Commmittee that verbatim record of statements of witnesses

could not be permitted. It was the -desire of many of us, the Honoqrah],a
'leadelq of the Opposition also desired, that as was the practice in the cage
of the proceedings of the Publie Accounts Committee of the Government of'
.Indr.a, the examination of the witnesses should be taken verbatim. We:
raised that question last year and we raised it this year, too, but untortuna.-
toly, the Chairman ruled out that it was not necessary.
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_ Parliamentary. Secretary (Mir, Magbool Mahmood) : _ Sir, what: L
statbd wah that at no stige of the mesting of the Committee the guestion:
of advertisement wag diseugsed or referred t.
.'_'_ "Mr. gpa_'aqu : May I ask the Honourable Minister for Finanee fo-
state whether the question of advertisoment was raigsed in the Committee ?
~. - Minister Sor Finance : Mr. Anderson wag. before the Committee tfor
about 10 or 15 minutes-and I am-definitely able to Bay that the question of
advertisement was not directly or remotely- referzed: to or mentiored in the-
Committee.: . Lo LT SRR
.+ Milik Barkat Al ; -Sir, there are two things which form the subjest.
mattor of the minute of dissent. One ig the sum of Ra. 33,909-4:0 which was
definitely & subject matter of soratiny and. this sumhas got nothing to do-
" with advertisements. This amount is paid to the papers for their weekly
editions containing wa- news supplied by Government to the various head-
masters in the province. The quesiion of advertisements, I ‘referred to-
‘merely to reinforee my arguiment that the gourees of public information are
Dbeing debavichéd in this way.  Thetefore, I cannot understand the objection:
‘that advertiséments nover formed the sabjeet matter of discussion. I know
"6f no rules That dan preclude ma from making use of my information and ex-
... Mr.Speaker : Is the honourable member discussing the report or the-
Government and conduct of its officials ? i
..., Malik Barkat Ali: _All that T am submitting Js that objeotiog w
taken with regard to the expenditure of Rs. 33,994 and odd in the Committee-
and that this form of expenditure, namely, psyments ta the owners of warious
‘papers of this armount is most chjectionable. ~ I maintain’ that his so-called
‘war publicity expenditure is corrupting the sources plf'pi:b_lié'jpf@qua’tion in:
‘the provines. -~ - ¢ - e I S T E R
" Sardar Siritokh Singhi : May T rerind the Honourable Minister for
Finance that a definite question was put to Mr. Anderson ag to the utility of
this expenditure?' - - o T RETT SEERCREIES EY v
Finance Minister (The Honourable Sir Manohar Lal): "It is a very
seridug matter. ''An ahswer may be well oxpected. "What was Mr. Ander-
soni’s position ? He waid very firmly and in the strongest possible langusge-

that this expnditure wag properly incarred. . o
Jf ':t Mg]ilﬁ?hh\irkﬁt Ali ;.. All that he said wag that he would make & :nota:
o1 1%, ’ : G e
- Mir. Magbool Mahmood : I was on my legs when yon wanted to ask:

oertein information from Malik Barkat Ali.  May I now proceed. with my-
?pe%h? ) .': F X . T [ B RC PN

' Ke. Speaker ¢ No-inore digsussion on’ the matter of adverbisements..
Thir hdnourable' member may proceed. ~ - S S

 Mir Magbool Mahmood ;I am surprised to_find that Maljk Barkat

- Ali ‘should assume the spokesmanship of the whole Punjab’siid call this

éxpenditute & waste 6f public money and say that these copies ara addressed

t6 the various headmasters and ¢hey remain lying un-opensd in the officés:

of thess headmasters without anyone caring to read them, I submit that:
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{Mir Maghoel Mahmood. _- :
this is incorrect. These papors are addressed to individuals in the rursl areas
and not more than oue per cant are addressed to the headmasters. People
in rural areas read these newspapers with interest and they do pot remain
Yying un-openod in the offices. I say this with personal knowledge of my
constitiensy. People approviate the services of theso papers in the sanss
which is so dear to the Punjab. I fear that there is some misunderstanding
or possibly my honourablo friend’s bias against certain papers has outgrown
his sense of justios and fairplay.

Sardar Santokh Singh : Wherefrom has the houourable member
token the fact that only one per cent of the copies are widdressed ¥o the
headmasters ? -

Mir Magbool Mihmood ; My friend should know that T am a member
of the Governmont and I make enquiries from the departments concerned.
T speak with full anthority becauss I have made full enquiries.

8ir, the honourable member has reforred to cerbain travelling allow-
ances. I would not refer to all items, but only to the allowance drawn by
my friend Mian Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani. Sir, Mian Sahib undertook this
tour in the interest of the provinee for studying in various provinees the
“Eystem of basic education and medical relisf. He came back with very
useful suggestions, You know that heis not in the habit of making long
tours but he undertook this tour under our pressure and againist ruedical
advice.

Malik Barkat ALi : Msy I ask my friend when Mian Mushtaq Ahmad
was medieally advised 9

Mir Magbool Mahmood : * Mian 8ahib was operated upon for car-
‘bunele and befare that he was ‘seriowsly ill ¢wice.

Malik Barkat Ali: My honourable friend does not realise that thi®
Teport refers to the year 1939-40 and the operation took place in the
yoar 1941,

Mir Magbool Mahmood : It was gince the year 1987 that we were
pressing him year after year to undertake thig tour and his medical advisors
advised bim to take rest. I think if he had listened to that advies of his
:doctors, posiibly this serious operation would not have been ngcessary.
These are the charges levelled by Makik Barkat Ali, He should have been
thankful to the Honourable Finance Minister and the Accountant-General
for the manner in which the acecounts of the provinee ars being ably
‘managed. . o _

I appeal to Malik Sahib that in dealing with matters connected with
‘the press he should not give expression to such views as eorrpution of thé
press, especially when they are rendering services in the eause which 'is #o
dear to the Punjab, I am sure that my honourable friend with aft hin
#peeches if he fights an election on this issue, he will know how the Punjdl
feels in the matter, _ , ) .

M.lik Barkit Ali (Eastern Towns, Muhammadan, Urban): I must
really congratulate the Honourable Finance Minister on his departare from
Past practice. The report of the Public Accounts Committee has been pre.
wentad to this House on two previous ogcasions and on both those ogeasions



' REPORT OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTH. COMMITTEE, 1989-40, 168

he simply contended himself with saying ** I present the Report of the Publie .
Accotints Commictee.” "I am glad that We now haye had the benefit of a. -
spooch from him while iitroducing this motion. He has drawn the stten-
tion of ‘the House to some of the important points on which the
Commities coneentrated its attention.

Now with regard to the matters discussed in my minute of dissent I
should first like to draw the attention of the House and I do 50 purely as a.
question of prineiple, to the eonvention which exists in the House of Com-
mons regarding the chairmanship of the Publie Accounts Committee. The-
House may take it from me that the Public Accounts Committes in the
House of Commons is constituted in exeatly the same manner as the Publie
Aceounts Committee of this House. In the House of Commons the Gove
ernment of the day has a majority and this majority is reflected in the con-
stitution of the Public Accounts Committes. In other words in the Public.
Accounts Committee the Government of the day enjoys a majority. - The
Opposition is in a minority. But although the Public Accounts Commitiee
was constituted so far back as the fourteenth century I do not exactly
remember the date—it fell to Mr. Gladstone when he was the Chancellor
of the Exchoquer to introduce this convention that instead of the Chancellor
of the Exehequer presiding over the Public Accounts Committes it must be-
presided over by some other member who was connected with the Opposi-
tion for the very good reason that the Chancellor would really not be the-
appropriate person teo perform this pest-mortem of the accounts of the Year
which bad come to a close. He felt that in the interests of the country the.
Puablic Accounts Committes should be presided over by a member who was.
not connected with the Government so that there may be a very offective
serutiny directed at the accounts of the Government. . The House will agreo-
with me that where the Committee is presided over by the Finanee Minister
who is himself responsible for the expenses of the Government the serutiny
cannot be ag effective as it ought to be,

Chaudhri Ram Sarup : May I know whether the Chaneellor of the.
Exchoquer is also a member of the Public Accounts Committee 9 -

Malik Barkat Ali : Certainly. I am indeed indebted to the honour-
able member for putting this question. As here, so in England, the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer is the ex-gfficio member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee and he is backed by a majority of Government members and it wag
purely ag & question of prineiple that Mr. Gladstone introduced this con-
vention—not that there wag any legal sanction for it—as it was for the
Committee to appoint its own chairman and it used to elect the Chanecsllor
of the Exchequer because of the majority of Government mempers, A
committee with & majority of Government members would naturally have
the Finance Minister as its chairman if he desired to be so. But in order
to cheek this desire of the Finance Minister to preside over the deliberations
of the Public Accounts Committes he introduced this healthy and salatary -
convention. L : S A

I should also like to draw the attention of the House to this fact that
when the Government of India Act was“intfodiuced; the ~AuditorGienatal -
issued ‘cériain instructions—that is what he told me when I met :him in
Bimla—he told me that he would very much like to see this rost salutary
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wonvention obbaining af Aome being introduced in India and that he had -
issued instructions to the various Accouniants-Gensral to let him know
whether that convention had been introduced or not in their respective
~provinees and if not introduced, to suggest to the members that the Auditor-
General desired this convention to be introduced in the various legislatures.
I do not mean to cast any reflections on the Finance Minister but I lay
-emphasis on this point as a matter of principle, This question was raised
by me last vear also and in my minute of dissent I drew attention of the

. 'House at length to the constitution of the Public Accounts Committee. That
‘minute of dissent was signed by Sardar SBantokh Singh and by Diwan Chaman
Lali. When, therefore, T raise this question again to-day it is not for the
‘purpose of any attack on the Finanee Minister.

Mr, Speaker : What is the honourable member discussing now 9

Malik Barkit Ali: I am discussing part 2 of my minute of dissent
and acquainting the honourable members of this House that the convention
‘that obtains in England is that a member connected with the Qpposition
-ia choszen ag the chairman of the Public Accounts Committes and that it iz
.a very healthy and salutary convention. :

An honourable member : That is after six hundred years of ex-
‘perience.

Malik Barkat Ali: Do I understand the honourable member to
‘mean that we should wait for another six hundred years? He probably
‘forgets that as a matter of faet it took England about 1,600 years to intro-
duee the principle of responsible Government, that is, the exeeutive being
responsible to the legislature; yet that principle was introduced very
-soon in the various Legislative Assemblios under the Government of India
Act. I do not think he wants us to go back to that period in England when
the Crown was suprems, when there was really no parliament, when the
members of parliament had to be fined in order to compel them to attend the
meetings. The best course for us is to follow that most salutary and most
‘healthy convention introduced by the Chencellor of the Exchequer, the
grand old man, Mr, Gladstone.

Mr. Speaker ; Taen the honourable member must move aresolution to
amend the rules to that effact. : :

Malik Barkat Ali: No amendment of the rules is necessary, as
‘what I am pressing is the introduction of a convention which invelves no
change in the rules. .

Mr. Speaker : The question before the House is whother the Report
.of the Public Accounts Committes should be considered.

Malik Barkat Ali: I am also speaking to the motion and making
:guch observations as commend themselves to me.

M, Speaker : The honourable member i8 going beyond the motion.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Namg s Ja i_t the motion whether the Report}
-should or should not be considered 2 I think the motion is that it should be
-considered and the House is considering it.
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My. Speaker : 1 have noticed an irregularity. The x_no_tior.;_is,_;hat
“the report of the Public Accounta Committes on the Appropriation Acctunts

~ond Finance Accounts:of the Punjab Government for the year 1989-40,

be taken into -consideration and adopted, There should have been two

‘motions :—{z) that the report be taken into consideration ; and (3i) that the.
“report be adopted. : . : S

Malik Barkat Ali: We are on the consideration stage and I am speak-
‘ing at that stage. This is all I have to say on that matter. - Thera is, how-
-ever,. one other aspect of the matter which it is necessary for me to point )
out. It ia that there have been occasions when we find that we are being .
‘handicapped in our serutiny of the accounts because of the rulings of the,
Finanece Minister. o '

Mr. Spqak;r-: The honourable mem

her may move a resolution for:
-amending the rules. : . '

-, i Malik Barkat Ali: I- do ‘not want to amend the rules. Let them
be there, The rules simply say that the members of the Commities will’
~eloct their chairman. [ have said that a certsin convention has been intro-
duced in England and I am stregsing the necessity of that eonvention heing
-jntroduced here also. Tt L

Myr. Speaker ;: In the face of express rules in our Manual of Business
and Procedure, it shall be an unjustified departure, if the convention suggest.
-ed by the Honourable Malik is introdueed. If there were no rulos we could

“have adopted the practice of the Honse of Commons provided it was not
‘ineonsistent with our rwles. That is what I have been holding for the iagt

16 years. ' : a

Mhalik Barkat Ali: I have drawn the attention of the honourablé

“mwembers that under the rules obtaining in England the Chairman of the

Public Accounts Committee is elected by the members of the Committes

and a convention since the time of Gladstone has sprung up according to

‘whieh a leading member of the Opposition presides and the Finance Minister
does not stand for election. . oo

Mr. Speaker : Why does not the honourable member give notice for
ramending the rule ? . . :

. Malik Barkat Ali: I have not been able to make myself clear. I
am not pleading for a change in the rules. Qur rules are guite in line with
the rules as obtain in England. T am content with the rules. T am only

- appealing to the Government to agk the Honourable Finance Minister to
-follow the convention set up in England by Gladstons which has since been :

serupalously followed by every Chancellor of the Exchequer. .

Mr. Speaker : The honourable member is asking that such and such

& practice of the House of Commons may be adopted while the question

-under consideration is that the report of the Public Accounts Committee be
adopted.

.- Malik Barkat Ali: I am only dealing with the circumstances under
“which that report has been prepared and drawing the attention of the House
"10 certain handicaps,

Mr. Speaker : That is not consideration of the report.

4
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Malik Barkat Ali : Isucbmit that the consideration of this report.: -
necessarily involves the consideration of the circumstances under which
this report wags prepared. It was prepared under the chairmanship of the-
Honourable Finance Minister. I am now here to emphasise my point
drawing attention to certain necessary results of the constitution. :

M. Speaker : Irequest the hongurable member to diseuss the rekvort. .

" Malik Baxkat Ali: I need not continne in the present strain. I
think that I have said enough. Now the next matter to which I wish o
rew attention is that which deals'with the point that has been stressed by
my honourable friend Mr. Magbool Makmood. Mr. Magbool Mahmood ia:
perhaps aware or not aware of the fact that the names of the papers and
the amounts that were paid to them never came before this House at the
time when the budget estimates were under discusgion nor had the Houss.
any. inkling whatever of the fact that -the objext of this war publicity
expenditure was to distribute & portion of the grant among certain favoured
papers. - -

An honourable member : All the nameés of newspapers are men..
tioned there.

. Malik Barkat Ali: These names were given in reply to a question .
put to Mr. Anderson. As the examination was not taken down verbatim
the result is that this House is not in a position properly to appreciate this-
report or to consider the defects of the report. If the proceedings are taken -
down verbatim, as iz the practice in the Government of India and as ia the-
practice in the House of Commons, then the Honse will be in a better:posi- .
tion with those proceedings before them to appreciate and understand the -
report. I submit that it is really very difficult for this Hoase, the matter -
being of a technical nature, in the absenco of fuller procesdings to under--

stand the report,

Mr, Speaker : There will be no difficulty perbaps in adding a rule,
to that effect. ’

Malik Barkat Ali: I will deal with the other question. I was sub-
mitting to this House that at the time of the budget estimates the House
had abzolutely no information whatever as to tte lines on which this
expenditure would be incurred, Various questions were put on the
floor of this House with & view to obtain information and the Honoup-
able Premier made certain statements, but even at the timoe of making
those statements the Honourable Premier was pleased not to disclose
the names .of the papers. What the reasoms were, I.need not dideuss.
I am sure that when the Premier rzefused fo disclose the names of
these papers, he was not feeling any qualms or sny scruples in the
matter. He probably thought that in the public inicrests the names
could not be discussed. As a member of the Public Accounts Comypijttee
I had to put a gquestion to obtain the nemes. I will How deal with’the
argument of my honourable friend that these papers are doing service to the
province. Let me set aside any doubt that he may have in the matter. 8o
far as my position is concerned, I have no objection of gny kjmd to your
war effort and he should remiember that so far ag the war égbrt is concerned,
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& resolution on that ‘subject has beon unanimously passed in the Hoase.
Therefore, He was ontirely beside the point, when
: he said ‘thas the objection wad being takén t4%this
expenditure ag it has something to do with the war effort. - Thé queStion
18 that expenditure of this kind i3 really corrupting the press, and as it hag
undouptidly corrupied the press, I do.appeal to the Government %o realine
this aspect of the matter. The Honourable Premier hag beén. eloquent in
putting his arguments. I certainly give him every credit. for higshangsty.

1 am suggesting nothing against him or contrary to the war' efforts. He
apparently was put in this position ‘somehow or other Whether i was by
the Director ‘of Publie Information Bureau, who was resporsitds’ fol'this
or anybody else, or whether it was any proprietor or & persoht’ tonnested
~with a newspapar or any friend of his, . What happened in, the l4st et was
that the, Goyernynent, issued & publication by the name of “Haq.” . That-
publication paver served its purpoge. - The paper ““ Haq ' to quote the'. words -
of the, Premier. nsed to bo called Nahaq, and that was true,’ Thersiore,
the Honourable Premier was persuaded into the belief that a paper issned .
by the Government in its own name and on its own suthority would reall
serve no purpoge and that the genoral reading publio wonld Bot Liks o redd it
He thought, that, the best way to achieva this purpose would-boAhgongh. the
mstrumentality of the general press and so he. called a-poseting of the press
and his position was considered. Now, the Honourable:Premier will sgrae
with me that naturally the persons, who want to have such. 3 tempting .
amotnt in their pockets, rould certainly weleome: that idea,jand most. of.
them cundoubtedly—_ . : i : - .

h 5

2p. m,

Mr. Speaker 11 The honaurshle’ member’s position. now is that the
Inonays given:to aertain. newspapers were not; sanetioned in the Budget,
-Malik BarkatAli : | My submission is that no money was sanctiopied
sgainst any paper. (Interruptions) There is no item in the Budgei
which says that various papers should be given various amounts. \

1. Mz, Speaker ;. Were no newspapers mentioned or referred to by
neme.?,. - . .. 1 T I
- Malik Barkat AL : No,sir. - S

" M. Speaker 2 Ty there no express ‘provision in the Budget for any .
newspaper a8 sneh ? : - - :

Malik Barkat Ali: A provision is there for s much larger amount
for war publicity purposes. Thé present amount is only & very small frae.
tion out of that big'sum of several lakhs. A much bigger sum was earmarked
to be apent; by the Government on war publicity. This 1s only. a part.of
that lump sum. They have not made it quite elear— = .

. .Mr. Spealter : Wag this not disoussed during the disoussion of
the Budget ? |, . I : :

' Malik Barkat Ali: In’' the Bu
‘The item wag only for war puxposes. ¢ - - o _

_ My, Speaker 1 “Could not that item inglude some’ contributions ko
certain mowpapers o o n T TR

o Mir M_qbool Mahmood (Parligmentary Secretars) : = At:the time
of the Budget this item was disoussed thoroughly.

no' ﬁsmes'of'papqts’-wma given,
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Mm“ur for Finance ; But no particular papers were mentioned.
It wag not said that the money will be given to newspapers.

Mﬂllk Barkat Al : Wil the Honoursble the Premier—

Premier : So far as Budget is coneerned, T am not sure, bedansze T
have not got & copy of the Budget on hand, but I remember that this matter
was raised during the Budget discuszion. The question of war publicity
was discussed threadbare in this House,

Mr. Speaker : Was any subsidy given to any newspapers ?

Premg'r No subsidy has been given to any newspapers.

Mr. Speaker: Will the honourable member discass this item in
the next Budget ?

‘i Mulils Barkat Ali: 8ir, you were pleased to allow the honourable
member to initiate this discussion. He has initiated this discussion. The
responsibility of raising this point is not mine. T am only replying to the
arguments advanced by Mir Magqbool Mahmood in the speech which he de-
Livered on the floor of thiz House, _

‘Mr. Speaker : Ploase be brief.

Malik Barkat Ali: Sir, the Parlismentary Secretary, Mir Magbool
“Mahmood, said that it was a part of the war efforts. As regards the war
efforts I have already made my position clear. So far as the war efforts are
concerned, I have nothing to say against them. He says that it is a matter
of public service. This House will agree with e that if the newspapers of
the provines are giving newsin their daily issues properly and correetly and
their comments are as they should be, [ would certainly be the first person
ta acknowledge with thanks the gervice rendered by the press. But my point.
~ of objection is thls, my criticiem iz this, what i3 the effect of theaa pay-

ments ? What is the procedure adopted ?

The procedure adopted is this that the Governinent supplies the entire
material to these papers. They print their daily issues. They publish
news and they comment on them es they like. Now, they are required by
ths Government to prepare a special weekly edition. I have mever ssen
that weekly edition. I never heard about that. I do not know how many
honourable members of this House have heard about this weekly edition.
May I ask my honourable rural friends if they have ever come across that
paper or not 9 They profess their ignorance, Who are, those persons who
read these weekly editions ? "About this weekly edition a_question wag
put to Mr. Anderson. The questlon was, how were these “eekly editions.

- eirenlated and what precaumons the Govemment takes to satisfy itself that
these weekly editions are really issued and printed and that they are really
printed 1,600 in number and through what agency these weekly editions.
are distributed ? We were told that the Government supplies the press.
w;i;h addregses of various headmasters, and packages of these special weekly
oditions are sent out in a parfienlar number, say 160, 200, 300 or 400 to
varions headmasters. Another question was put to him, has Government
‘taker any ateps to satisfy itsell whether these headmasters ever distributed
these papers amongst those persons whom they were intended to re&q.h ?
He replied that he did not know about thts and that he would make enquiries..
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Wae are already awsre that the “Taq ' newspaper, issued during the. lﬁ
war, nged 4o re eﬁmp ened, beeauae nohody read if. Snmlarl , ilé
it oi* 3

spec:ai woekly ¢ er p;;mt in the darkness ‘of the ‘mews-
gaper oﬂi eet w‘?ﬁf :yf res.d Inqiwb Zammdar snd
h;;;w, but ave neve; in’ my 'k o reaﬁ‘t’ﬁm apee:ai week}y gglmOn I ha

never been' surphed with thig special edition, 'They pr ai;: that’ edat-lon
in tha (iarkness of fhe L ngwapaper oﬂ'ice The' mformat:on pplied by the
tﬁnment with comments. M) Anderppn was not in a position o say
thesé editions were actually issned from Government offices or not.

The Goyern;nent supp};ed ther newsgaper oﬂicea mth the a.ddresses of tJ:le

‘headrns . :

. My leam.ed.,fnond, le Maqhool Ma.hmood. m, Q}p s0urse of hus
md that it was hardly one per pent,which. wae sent to the headmpsters a
the rest was being issued to varigne peopla. 1 made my gtatement op. the
strength of the information that-was given to ug by no less & responsible
man than Mr, Anderspon himself and I am sure the honoumbla Leade:.qi the
Oppésition and ‘the Honouraple Finance Minister will support ion thie
patt of the matter.. Now n‘ﬁhmg mysolf réally to that part of the speech
in which b says that are ‘sont out to individual addreésees also, may ¥
ssk, oven now, will H mhy upply‘ s Hotigs with the nambers if they
have got any Hat, with. themsei:fes 2. 1 want to know whéther the Goysm-
ment keeps the lits of jhose’ mdiwdual men, to whot these papers are sent .
and if the (fovérnment keeps a list of those individual addressdes, then: what
is the number of thoie individual aqdr'esa?es because we will then be ina
position to. know whet,her really ofie pgr cent goes to thie headinastera or
$ne per cont t.o the individual addressees ‘and the remainder to the head-
masters. My point. ws.s ’Ehat nobody reads these papers and it is a perfect
wasté of public money. . Furthér, if the Government is to supply and the
headmasters to recsive the papers for nothing and the individusls also to
Teceive the paper for not;hmg, then I wonld appeal to the Government to .
realise that it is much bettér that anemment s];ould isgne that paper with
. the material that- t.hepy supp! t.hemseives on ‘their own responsibility.
They want to keap itin the dark in order thal readers of that paper may not
realise that a certain information is informatiop snpplied from Govérnment
‘sodrces. 1¥ they. Enow ‘that, naturally the value of the paper goes down
atonce. Inorder to edcape from that position tl:ns method hag been adopted,
It may be that this method which has beon adopted, has been adopted.
from honest motives. I do not challenge the motives of the Honourable
‘Promisr. But the result is that these papers which axe g&ttmg these moneys
‘Tiave oeaséd riaally to be.the representatww of publ:c opinion in the prmncer
and  we have seen how these papers dance 65, the tunes that are played by
the Governmént. That is & most serious situation in the provinee that there-
ghould be in exiatence a section of the Press whlch should danee to the tunes
- as they ‘are played to them by, ?a.noug officers of the Government. If the-
'Govemment wanis ta abuse L% wular mchvuiual these papers at onde-
begiv to apuse hit'and so on and so forth. 1 submit that the responeibility
is really thai of the Govérniment and in the inferests of freo expression of
public opihion, tho Governmont should ¢ ‘disedfitinne this - pract.me The-
_ :Goverﬂment ifself says that the press of the pmvmce i8 co-gpetating so fa.r
as the supply of good rehahle a.nr:l anthent.;c pews is ooncernad mg
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1M, Barkas 1] o
ma.f.ﬁar o fagt, nom;-a of the prasagn the Punjab has ‘fleen gmlty, ot spreadmg

emmatmg ramouars of & dangerous *ohmacter It that is ths position,
subrmsswn i8 t'Ea.t these payments, ne matter what the' ‘otive - -may be,
do in effoct tend to corrupt the pross. Thers is the other’ practm? which
the Honoum,ble Premiér might suppogl; or ndt, nataly, that of an officer
of the Gidvernmenit. ta.kmg mto his owil' hindd!the: dlst.rlbutmn ‘of ‘various
adyertisements to tho papers. W'hat. is the effedt’?' "The sffect i¥ that the
press must b’ undér’ the clutc é3'and inflience. of that’ partmu‘lhr officer.
Tt s his ‘sweet will 6’ 'sapply advertifbibnts €6 Aokt B, [Mr. ‘Speater
Please wind up.) I appeal, therefore, with these words to the Honourablo
Promior: to acquainit himself with' B state of pubde-o Emicm with regard to
those piymonts andi+6 inkithediately discotitinge them'bind put thiis 'expendl-
tikerto bestbr purpbw%at is, fdetthe ’pm:poses of war effort. - -

!‘-l e I

. f!r"i" II""' : ‘,

: r:f AR, '-.::".-" 1 FRTR HIT R R 1
-4 j']i'ﬁ:é!p’e i Qplg matter Wﬁl,ch r?ﬁa‘ﬁls h i) }tuar "In mean tbe ngb,l{;lt,ex
re;Egrred tpﬁn e ; gps, qg ,,xl,gga,n %iﬂ f,, 'm}e House.bas read
it and the Houge qlpq ve noticed a; k3 onoura o Premlea,-{ w,ho is
uq@oubtedly ihe I;ar gr{tfwoﬁr mem er of 6’ Mlmstry ir the provmce
whq 18 req Y. t e arel and cqr 1 ftone 0{ h;a strycture,. hag ;ecelved
20 b ]w'aj 9 avg in allowa.x;ce‘ y at. do we nd in the
g&ge o{oﬁ mmsters? HJ ngqra 1eM istor of ngel’opm “it (Ghaudhri
?tth‘_'Ram) hag driwn. 13 sq,m of Rs, 8,1 1? -0, the ;[-Ionoura le Mirastor
i;‘.‘lqcpp on hag, Hra,wn a, sugh of fl &ﬁé and t}le Honourable Finanee
Mu;uster hlmaelt has dl,'a.wn i sum 0 BEE fi 0, . Ib ligve, 1p his case in tpe
yEAT previpys -i,o "th 18, 16 was g ¥, a femr ]}unﬂre ) whwh hé ha& rﬁcawepl
Prob: h]’y theré has sen’ an, 8 1on fo his Jf'esponsi'blhtles and T desjre to
m&ke 1f_ele %:: tha.t; the oblect of t}ns m1nut9 of dissent is not in any : way
to preveqt or t.a;boo the traveli one g}@mlsterg Trave]lmg by Mmsters
;a;‘,most qagegtlal part of their’ uty cert:amly am not objecting tq, this
ﬂeql or ! t-hn;s metho(f ANT 88y, is 'thiak there jsa cert,am amount of ugh-

negs 1n these ﬁgpres, partmuiaﬂy w'ﬁpn the .ﬁgu:es of various Ml.msﬁers

pompared, with one qt‘he; All “Tpappeal % Government benches is £ a.t.
thesg dro ”pubhc mon,eysl ‘and in view.of the tat emoluments alrea?y drawn
by the Hfonpulﬁ;b’le 'Mimsters—»—-fat ) compa.red wath those drawn by Minjsters
in othsr provmces—:t is time that t.he Honourable Premler introducés &
check on this part ¢ tﬁe busmess The House will remember that T hava
drawn the at.tentmn of the Govemment to’ an Jtam of Rs; 830-13-0 drawp
};ha.n Bahadur Mqan Muﬁ'htaq Almad Gurmam. for his visifs to Wardha,
]':'f‘;'dera,bad Mysore and Bombay. T have heard what my Honoura.ble
friend Mir Magbool Ma‘hmood has said on that matter and in order that this
gxpend}tpre may .n,ot i)e mlsundergtood T thought it best to append to
my mmufe of dlsse.nf; the authentic siatement that waa supphed tq the
members. of the commitige b the Govamment I draw the attention oj
1he- House to Ppge i§ whare t.ilcart‘:’1 i$ & note under thB 1tem relating to ex-
pendlt,ure “incurred’ by Kilmn Baha;:lur Mwn Mushta. ‘Ahmed Gurm%n;
It is saud f.]iera **.the ) Journey Wi§ M‘R med £6 vigit Tib qbls, Colla g, Hyder-
&bad Da.ccan Sehool of Tndidn 1cme 'ﬁhdras and ,Q,yurvedm Oollege,
Mysorg,, Adyantage was tai:en fo st{ud_jr the syst.emq o‘g rural medical relief
provaill mg in otﬁer parts of Indis and to stady the workmg of Wardha
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Basic Education Scheme snd other systems of clementary edueation pre-
vailing in Indis. As the Government is considering the quéstion of reor.
ganisation of the system of elementary education as also the guestion of re-
organisation, of riral medical relief in the province, it was eonsidered desir-
able to stndy similar systems prevailing in other parts of India.” My
honourable -friend Mir Magbool Mahmood was under the impression that
this expenditure related to a period subsequent to that unfortunate opera-
tion, . ' S

Mir Migbool Mahmood ; It was before that.

M lik Barkat AYi : But that was in spite of his illness,

Mir M gbool Mahmood : It1led tohisillness.

Mlik Barkat Ali: 1 have been regularly secing him in the bhest of
health since 1937. ' )

Premier : Appearances are sometimes deceptive.

M lik Barkat Ali : Possibly that is why the Honourable Minister of
Education was deceived into sanctioning this expenditare. Anyhow, I will
proceed, ~ My respectful submission is this, that it is really not that he was
ill that he undértook those journeys. If he were really ill he wonld not
have undertaken the journey. I do met know whether my honourable
friend’s information is well-founded or not that he has been under rredical
advice sinde 1937. T SR N

Mir Migbool Mahmiood : * That is trie. ‘

5o Malik Bavkat Ali: I cannot swallow: it g0 readily. .-That is my
difficulty. What have you gained by this-expenditure ?. I would very much
prefer a statement from the Government benches as to the gains derived
as & result ‘of the experience gatheréd by.Khan Bahadur Mian Mushtag
.Ahmed Gurmani; Parliamentary Secretary of the Honourable Minister of
- Rdication; and what he faw of the various educationsl systems of medical
relief in force and of the various educational systems in force gince the
yoar 1939-40 and whether any report. was submitted to the Honourable
‘Minister of Edueation and whether any steps have up till now been taken
to- introduce the ‘recommendations of the Honourable Minister. If the
Honourable Minister: bas undoubtedly made a numbsr of recommendations
on the basis of those excessiye journeys that-have been undertaken st con-
#llerable isidonvenienve to himself and if those recommendations have* been
.introduced up.to the moment when I am speaking,:l will.admit that the
-sxpenditure:has beon properly and: useéfully utilised. -Bai if there are .no
‘sehemes. that tle ‘honoursble: member has submitted to the Eduwcation
‘Minister, I should {ike.to know the concrete matters, those particular matters
He's vesulti of those toutings which were brought to the notice of Educatipn
-Minister-arid the chianges that h has introducad i the administration of the

u

spariod# dépaititonts in stha. light: of those recomanendations. @ g
Santokh Singh (Basterit Tows, Sikh, Urbab):'Sir, T just

-ié‘:mél sl
i ‘; T [l DI B Aot £ i, n ]
2.94d 40 yhat by bo said By 30 torourablé members

‘bage a few words to what bias betn said by tWo Hoxburablé membe)
;ﬁr@mﬁtﬁmhﬂ chios, with regard 3G $he ekpenditure of 88 tHAikENA rapees
a5 gnbuidy bo these B papers. Tt-will he sodd thit cirt 'of thede five papefs,

douz,fre publivhed nd xad By, fHe memBers of Muslim ooditndnity ani tie
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[S. Santokh Singh.] : ‘ o

ffith is pablished and read by the members of the other community. Now
do I understand that the members of one partienlar community stand more
in need of receiving correct war news than the members of the other 2 It
-cannot be asserfed with any aecuracy that the members of a particular
eommunity stand more in need of correct war information and the others
do not ; why then this proportionof 4 to 1 ? It must be said that the Hinda
papers refused to accept the subsidy. They would not accept to publish
anytbing ond evorything which Government wished ‘them to. Théy did
not want to have a slur on their independence. In faet, the position-of the
proprietor of one of the papers Pariap was made clear on the-floor of the
House in a letter read ont by Lala Deshbandhu Gupta. ' The fact is clear that
if the Government wanted to hide its identisy by having these news published
in these papers, it cannot hope fo succeed when these papers send copies
of their issues t¢ members of the other community, that fact itself would be
open to the gravest doubt asto the authorship of these publications and
would be looked upon with the greatest suspicion. It appears to me that
from whatever point of view we may look at this, this amount has not been
spent 8o much on a work of partienlar utility but to extend the Government
patronage in order to crush the spirit of these papers and buy them over ;
and I think the sooner this is done away with, the better for all concerned.

Premier (The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan): S8ir, be-
fore I angwer the criticism of my honourable friend, Malik Barkat Ali, I think
I might dispose of the arguments offered by my honourable friemt the
Leader of the Opposition. He has assumed that we want to distribute
these papers merely to keep a certain section of the public or a particular
community informed. That is not the intention. Does he mean that
since the majority of these papers happen to be Muslim papers, they go
40 and are read by Muslims alone ¢ They are read by everybody in schools,
and in libraries by Sikhs, Muslims, Hindus, Christians and Scheduled elasses.
They are read outside the schoolsalgo. They are not distributed to any
ohe community or class, but to members of all communities. I was also
agked why we had restricted our choice to five papers. I will deal with this
aspect presenily. It is not the first time that this question bas been raised.
It has been discussed on several previous oecagions in this House. I will
for the benefit of the honourable members opposite repeat presently what
I said on previous oceasions. Before I take up that point, let me deal with
my honourable friend Malik Barkat Ali’s criticism regarding procedure in
the Public Accourits Committee. He rode a very high horse and cited .
the Parliamentary procedure snd practice. Ie began by giving us a
lécture on how the Public Accounts Committee was originally mstituted
in the British Parliament and how it developed. Ho said thét this-institu.
tion was first created in the 14th eentury, that is in 1341 or some guch date
which he did not quite remember. Then he went on to say that Gladstone in
his time thought it necessary in the public interest fo agree that the Leader
of the Opposition should be'the Chairman of that Comhittee, so that scru-
$iny of accounss, for which the Public Accounts Committeo was responsible,
should be made by not only an unbiaged party, but a party which was critical
of the Government. This was doni¢ to ensure that if there was any excess
or extravaganco or any infringement of the orders of the Parliament, it
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should be brought to the notice of the House., My honourable friend jumped
from 14th century to Gladstone’s time without even & pause. The practi
which was adopted in Gladstone's time ig the procedure which he wants
u8 to introduce immediately in this Houge. . He conveniently overlooks
the fact that it took the British Parliament approximsately 500 years to
reach that gtage ; and he wants s to set up a similar convention after only
four years of our existence. Again, my honourable friend in mentioning
the Gladstone’s tradition or convention, forgot to mention that when that
convention was adopted by the Parliament, the Chaneellor of the Exchequer,
who is analogous to our Finance Minister, had ceased to be a member of the
Public Accounts Committes. Tharefore, the question of electing the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer did not srise. Here our Finance Mimster ia still a
member of that Committee. The mere fact that the Finance Minister i
in a position of authority and can get information which the committes may
roquire is in itself an important congideration which actuated our decision
to inelude the Finance Minigter as a member in the initial stages. After
experiences of & few decades, not centuries as in the case of British Parliament,
when official prestige and authority is no longer necessary, then you may
also adopt the convention which Gladstone set up after 500 yeara of exper-
jence. My honourabls friend must also remember that the Finance Membaer
is not ez-officio president of the Committee. He was elected by the members
of the committee as their President. My honourable friend mentioned that
this fime he was not elected unanimousty. True, but who was the golitary
member who voted against him ? Malik Barkat Ali himsealf, because he
aspired to be the President of the Committee ? (Laughter.) All the other
members voted for the Finance Minigter. Malik Barkat Ali voted for him-
self. (Laughter.) Unfortunately he is not here although I requested him
to atay on. He was the solitary member who voted for himself and against
the Finance Minister, but all the other members voted for the Finance
Minister. (An honourable member : 8o he proposed and seconded himself.)
‘He eould not find a seconder. Therefors, presumably he proposed his own
mname, (Laughter) But the Finance Mimster was supported by the rest.
That is the position. Let us take the instanee of other provinces. What
is happening there? Everywhere the Finance Minister is the President of
the Public Accounts Committee, Even in the Central Assembly, which

- he cited during the course of his speech, the Finance Member is the Chair-
man of the Public Accounts Committes.

# Can anybody in this Homse deny that our praetice and convention
goes much further than any other legislative body in this country, apart
from other considerations for the reason thiat our president is elecbed ? And
if the Finance Minister is elected as Chairman by the repregentatives of the
House on the Committes, I do not think that anybody ¢an reasomably
object to it or mske it a grievance. Next he roferred to various portions bf
his minute of dissent. I bag to submit that the minute of dissent in itself
is irrelevant, and wulfré vires. e had no business to append that minute
of dissent and T do hope that the Finanoce Minister will not allow this mistake
to be repeated because it is departnre from wall established Parlismentary
convention. Onee we start & wrong convention we never know where it
‘may lead ns.. .I-hope in future ghe Public Accounts Committee will see that
no minute of dissen is appended because all that they want to say cen ‘be
and should be embodied in the report itself.
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Mian Muhammad Nurullah : Is it against the convention of the

_qu_use to point out extravagance ?

Premier : Cortainly not.- The main function of the Committee js £o
bring to the notice of the House any excesses or unauthorissd expenditure, and
extravagance on the part of any department, But this should be dons by
mentioning it in the report and not in a minute of dissent. The Public
Accounts Committee is not a partisan body, it is representative of the whole
House. Tt is the duty of the Committee to report to the House any exoess
or any item of expenditure which has been incurred without the sanetion
of the House. The members of the Committee are the agents of the Honge
to see that the orders passed by the House are not exceeded or in any way
abuged. That iz their main function. Any lapse should be mentioned in
the body of the report.

~* Mian Mubhammad Nurullah ; How can the minority point out that
there has been any extravagance ?

Premier ; It is merely a question of fact and not a question of making
1t the basis of political criticism. _
Sardar Santokh Singh : Does it mean that the minority is to have
no voice ?

Premier : It ig not a question of voice. They ate there to sift facta.
Nobody can deny facts whether it is the majority or the minority. They
cannot say that two and two do not make four. If they come to the con- -
elnsion that any particular grant has been exceeded, it must be put down
ag a fact. Nobody can or will deny it. If money is spent which was not.
sanctioned by the House, it is the duty of the Public Accounts Committes

“#0 point out that this money was spent withont the sanction of the Houge.
If my honourable friends can point out any fact which is not incinded be-
cause of the majority he has the right to raise the question on the floor of
the House ; and ask the Speaker to direct the Finance Minister and the
Pablic Accounts Committee to bring that fact to the notice of the House.

Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber : Are the duties ot the Committee
laid down anywhere ? ’

Premier’; They aro defined in Rule 148. The members are required
to point out excesses in expenditure only. They are ouly a fact finding
committee, they are not meant to be judges. They are not entitled to
criticise any decision of this House, all they are required to do is to bring
to' the. notice of the House any lapses or irreg lariti , excesses, amounts

‘spent ' withont authority, defaleation and other similar matters. 3

: I_,S'al‘ialf Santokh Singh : --";]I?l.{ere ms;uy be differences even on fact.
finding. .

Premier : There can be no question of difference on facts. Two and

two make four. If anybody calls it 5, my honourable friend has a’ right

* to'challenge him in the House. Nobody can stop him from doing so. I

want merely to point out to the membérs of the House and particularly

" members "of the Public Accounts Committes that they are a fact finding

" committee and they eannot criticise the decision of the House, for political
“'or other reasons. : T T o

-1
o -
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Sarﬂar Smtokh Singh: May I pomt out that this report written

by Mr. Gwyther, Accountant-General, does nob agree with the interprota*
tion of this Rule.

_ Prenner Mr. Gwyt.her is not my aut.hont.y. my authority is . thm;
House or the couventions of this House and we are following the conventions
set up by the Mother of Parliaments.

Mian Mahammad Nurullah ; That is not his personal view that may
be the gonvention followed in the House of Commons,

Premier : That is not correst. Mr. Gywther cannot dictate to this
House. I would ask the House to ensure that the conventions of the House
are adhered to; and I hope that the members of the Committee would see
to it that thoae conventions in future are scrupulously followed.

Bir, I was somewhat amused to find Malik Barkat Ali aceusing cortain
newspapers of corruption. That sounded lika the proverb which we have
often heard * devil quoting scriptures ’ (laughter). However, that is
beside the point. My honourable friend, in spite of the fact that this ques-
tion hes been discussed on seversal occasions on the floor of the House, has
_ returned to the charge through the devions means of a minute of digsent.
I have repeatedly pointed out in this House that thero was no guestion of
prefarence ; it was a question of policy. ~That poliey it was open for any
paper to accept or reqec-.t An offer was made to all the papers. -A confer-
ence was held and certain doubts were raised in that cdnference. We met
those doubts as well as we could meet them, but in spite of that some papers
did not find it convenient to accept the offer. It was not my fault, My
honourable friend got up and abused the privilege accorded to him in the
Public Accounts Committes in order to find out the names of the papers.
There were two reasons why I did not divulge the names of the papers.
One was that it might create a precedent which might be embarrassing to
the newspapers themselves, and secondly, my honourable friend will remem-
ber that T always refused to give the rates of advertisements which sach
paper acceptec'l for the simple reason again that there was the question of
commercial nv&h'y between the papers and it would be unfair t0 quote what
one particular paper got and what another paper got, because it might have
a repercussion on the circulation of the papers. I do not think my honour-
able friend would expect the Government to take any step which would
harm the newspapers which are doing a great serviee to the provines. My
honourable friend took advantage of his position as a member of the Publia *
Accounts Comittes and published the names of the papers which he calls
cotrupt papers. He has, however, not taken the trouble to explain why
it should be necessary for Government to cqrrupt newspapers which have
baen cited by him and his friends éver since we took o&ee 83 Pro-govern-
ment organs, It wag most unfortunate and undignified that my honourable
friend should have cited the papers which are assisting in’disseminating
correct:_news about the war. as corrupt and on the ground that they were
receiving government subsidy: ~Thero is not an iota of truth in this false
allegation. Government isnot paying any subsidy to any paper (hear, hear).
He called the: Shakbaz a-corrupt paper, the Fhsan a ¢orrupt paper, the
Zamindar » corrupt paper, but did not mention the Néew Times—or whatever
Tises—:which he was publishing and which lived only for a. month or so,

-t
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and which was daily running after the Director of Information Bureau for
erambz  of advertisement. It was most uofair and unfortunate that he
should have taken advantage of his position as a member of the Committes,
and thought fit to cast unwarranted and unjust aspersions against popular
and respected organs of the press (cheers).

Sir, let me once again for the henefit of the House repeat what I stated
ol a previous oceasion when this eriticism was levelled against the Govern-
ment. When the war broke out, it was necessary for us to find some means
of disseminating correct news to the public in order to avoid any panic or
misrepresentation and to see that every nook and corner of the province
received correct news. During the lagt War, as my honourable friends
would remember, Government decided to publish a paper of their own and
its name was Haq which was popularly and commonly known as Nahag as
everybody thought that it contained nothing except the official propaganda
and nobody read it. We had that experience to guide us and it was con-
sidered better to utilise the Press rather than to have a paper of our own
which would cost Government lakhs and lakhs of rupees as 1t had done during
the last Great War. Immediately after the outbreak of war, Government
felt the need of making news about war available in thoge areas where news-
‘papers were not reaching in the ordinary way. It was, therefore, decided in
September, 1989, to purchase 3,000 copies of the weekly newspaper, the
Fauji Akhbar, for fres distribution in rural aress. Later, this policy was
revised, because it wag felt that the Fauji Akhbar did not make popular
.enough reading for people other than soldiers and es-soldiers. Government
felt that a newspaper or newspapers, prepared by those who knew the art of
presenting news in the most popular form, would serve the purpose bettar.
The editorsand managers of all Indian language daily newspapers of Lahore,
irrespective of the political or communal complexion of the newspapers,
were accordingly invited to help Government’s scheme by preparing special
weekly editions of their newspapers, containing news about war, but
strictly avoiding communal and political controversies or propaganda.

The charge of certain persons against Government that this involved
directly or indirectly an atlempt to put money into the pockets of Govern-
ment’s political supportors in the press or to influence the poliey of any
newspaper is absolutely false, a8 a consideration of the following facts
makes cleay :—

() Government did nob confine its imvitation to a few arbitrarily
gelected newspapera or to newspapers of a particular communal
or political complexion, but extended it to all Indian language
daily newspapers of Lahore. All were welcome to help on
perfectly equal terms.

(#) One or two newspapers appeared to suspect that an explicit or
implicit part of the terms offered by Government would be
that the newspaper concerned should change their ordinary
policies g0 as to suit the Punjeb Government. With the

special object of removing this suspicion, a conference of
editors and managors of practically all Indian language news-
"papers of Lahore was held where the Joint Chief Secratary
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to Government made it elear that the scheme involved no
intention of affecting in any way the editorial policy of the
ordinary daily issues of any newspaper. They wers only being
askod toproduce for Government for the use of a particular
class of readers a weekly odition of their pages containing war
news mines their communal and political controversies. It had
nothing to do with their ordinary daily issues and they were
even st liberty to add to this edition extra pages of whatever
communal or political stuff they liked and sell the enlarged
' edition to their ordinary subsecribers. '

{¢4%) The following note recorded on the official file by the Joint Chief
Seoretary about the proceedings of the conference mentioned
above i quite signifieant. It says— '

“ The gegeral scheme was put to them (those who attended) as in the I, I. B.'s note
of 17th Febrpary, 1940, The scheme generally was accepted but there was
much diseussion about price. I explained that if the price of paper Tose
greatly Government would of necessity reconsider the position. Meanwhile,
Government cannot go to & higher figure than the ¢ost price.”

Some newspapers responded to Government’s appeal to help in the
jnterest of the province without seeking profits for themselves. Others
wore unable to do so. Wa cannot blame them ; but where is the alleged

attempt at corruption or helping the political friends in ail this ? !

The newspapers ¢oncerned accepted the arrangement in which there
was nearly no margin or profit for them. Evbun, however, if thére were a
reasonsble margin of profit, it would be perfectly absurd for any one to
hold that a newspaper which did any kind of business with Government on
ordinary business terms, necessarily allowed Government to control ite
editorial policy. As & mabter of fact, there is no newspaper in the province
which has ever objected on principle to do business with Government on
the same torms on which it would do business with any other customer.
This position should not be obseured by the tendency betrayed at times by
certain newspapers to impute motives to one another and try to harm one
snother’s reputation owing to trade rivalries among themselves.

Whether the distribution of the weekly war editions of these newspapers
in out of the way villages of the Punjab is serving a useful purpose 18 a ques-
tion of opinion. Malik Barket Ali's opinion seems to be that these flews-
papers are read by nobody and lie unopened with headmasters. This is,
* however, belied by the fact that we receive frequent inquiries from reci-
pients whose copies miscarry. Incidentally, copies are not distributed in
bundles through headmasters but are being posted to individual addressees
including, of course, a number of school masters. Malik Barkat Ali is
probably judging the fate of these newspapers from what was presumably
the fate of the copies of his own New T'imes which closed down after a brief
and rather very doubtful and struggling life. Anyway, the objest which
Government have in view is to keep the countryside acquainted with the
general progress of events connected with the war 50 as to check ill-informed
ramours which endangered the pesce of several districts during the last war.
The distiibution of the weekly war editions is only one of the methods
intended to serve this purpose. Malik Barkat Ali or any other critic 1s wel-
comb to saggest better or more economical methods and they will bd con-
sidered by the Governmemt. - =~ s ' a2
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. Mir. Speaker : I propose to divide the motion into two parts for ob-
taining the decision of the Houss. :
Question is—
That the report of the Public Accounts Committes on the Approptistion Acconnts

4nd Finance Accounts of the Punjab Government for the year 1939-40, bo taken
into eonaideration,

The motion was carried.
. Mr. Speaker : Now, the second question is—

That the report of the Peblic Aoconnts Committes on the Appropriation Acoounts
and Finante Actounts of the Punjab Governmoent for the year 1059-40 be
adopted.

Premier : 8ir, I move an amendment to the motion—

"That the Report of the Public Accounts Committes on the Appropriation Accounts
and Finance Accounts of the Punjab Government for the ycar 1938.40, be
adopted exeluding the minute of dissent which should be expunged.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma ; On a point of order, sir. When tne
whole thing has been discussed, can such an amendment bhe proposed at this
stage and without any notice ¢

Premier ; Minute of dissent is not a part of the Report and it is for
the sule of removing any doubt that I have suggested this amendment.
Mr. Sp:aker : Does the honourable member insist on this point of
order ? . | |
- Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : We want your ruling on this point.
Sardar Lal Singh : This is s convention, :

Mr, Speaker : The so-called convention can be washed away. Will
not o rule beé better than a convention ?

Premier : No, sir, whit is needed is not the insertion of any rule,
but adhercnce to past practice, The Honourable Finance Minister as 3
matter of courtesy allowed certain memberg latitude which he should not
have allowed. He has no right to allow that latitude. We did not object
toit in the first year. It might have become a conventionif the honourable
merabers had not abused it. Now we find that it is being abused and so
we want that the evil should be nipped in the bud, hence this amendment.

~+Sardax Santokh Singh : The Honourable Premier should have given
notiee of the amendment yesterday,

- Premier: Mr. Speaker can allow an smendment at any stage. This
sonveution does noh exist anywhere, and it should not be allowed hers either.
- Sardar Lal Singh: A minute of dissent is a part and parcs! of a
report. Motion béfore the House is that the report be adopted. The
motion of the Honourable Premier amounts te this that thig report should
be adopted without the minute of dissert. ' At present the motion before
the House is that the report as circulated to the Homse should not- be
adopted. . - ' o '_ N
. Premier.; This report is now before the House and it is our duty to
make. sure that any matter which has erronecusly or inadvertontly. cropb

into the Roport should be expunged. = . L
- Sardar Santokh Singhi: May I refer the Honourable Premiep . to
rale 60 ? The amendment iz absolutely irrelevant,. . ., Tl

.
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My. Speaker : If an amendment is moved without suﬁ‘icwnt notice,
it is for the Chair to allow or disallow it.

Sardar Santokh Singh : May I appesl to you, sir, that the matter
is very important and they have a majority., The question should, therefore,
not be decided by the House. ~You should gwa your rulmg on the point of
order.

Pandit, Bhagat Ram Sharmu 3 Ona pomt of order, sir, L wa.nt to
kmw whether an amsndment can be .moved at. the ﬁnal st.age when .the
vohe of the House is about to be taken.

© Sardar’ Santb]d: Sidgh ;= 8ir, the pomt 18, whether any one, even
the Premier, i3 competant to move an smendment st the ﬁnal st.age when
the motion is sbout to be put to'the vote of the Houss.

My Spéahu' May I réad t6 the honourablé ‘mgmber rule. 53 of our
rul’as Tt baye—-

3“'9 ag otherwme pmﬂded in these rules mer_nber wmhes te move a mcfﬁon

' sha.il givein the cade of a Substantive motion; at Teast soven cléar-days’ and in

ot 4 this osse of an amendment at least two dlear days’ motles in writing of his in-

v ﬁenhon to #he:Begretary :  Provided that the. $peaker,m;y, in his . discretion
- Callowa motion or amendment to he moved at ahomrnotwe or without notice,

I ca.nnot. dehde oﬂhand whﬁther & minute of chssent. i# or i3 not & part

s " of'theroport. ButIdo not thm]i that I will-be acting

3. “wrongly if I allow the proposed amendment to be

moved without notice,

I gy ! ’ RS "L"(‘,-}A‘
Motion wnder consideration, amendment moved— R

That the following words be added at the eud ‘ axolu,dmg bho nnnuba q}dﬁsﬁn,t- . which
© 7 - ghenld be expunged”.. !

n Mahainmad Nllrullah (Lyallpﬂr Muhammaden, Rural): I
want'to oppoté this amendment at this stage, because last veé,r too there
was, 8 mmute of dissent a,ppended to the Report of the Puablic Aecounts
{}omm:*tee and ther® was even a discussion on that and thie Report was
‘adopted as presented with the note of dissent. Therefors at 'this’ stage ib
should be detrimerital for us as members of this House to remove this portiod,
that is, the minutes of dissent from the Report. Without these nétes of
dissent the House will never be able to know the real state of affait¥ with
regard to the finanees of any particular year. This i3.a_mest important
fungtion of the Public Accounts Comml.ttae to scrutlmse the. ap HpYIS-
tion accounts, and call for the explana‘ho ot the hieads ' dgpdrtinents
{An honourable member : That right has not been taken’ away.} Now
if you take away the right of & member of the Public Accounts Committee
to append a minute of digsent, then in future no member W&ol dAare do
his work conscientionsly. The House will, therefore, not be in & ‘position
to know all those things which they will come to know only if the Opposition
is allowed to record its minute of dissent. I was sorry that the Honourabie
Premier got.exeited when the remarks 4f fhe Adcohnpant-Gerderal: wekd read
and he said that the Accountant-General was not his authority. - I know
that the:Aeconntant-General is not an anthority who can dictate to the local
-Government.. Te has only.made a shggestion which the Auditor-General has
made to the Government of India. In this conneetion I should ]ike to draw
the attention of the House to the prefatory remarks on the Appropriation
Acocounts of the Punjab Government, for the year 1932-83 an t.he eport
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of the Accountant-General thereon. Mr. C. E. Gwyther who was theu
the Accountant-General also issued a small pamphlet on. the sybject.
If this amendment cf the Honourable Premier is adopted then the very
function of the Public Accounis Committee will cease. I was handed over
a small pamphlet on the subject of the work of the Public Accounts Coin-
mittee drawn up by the Auditor-General in India, Hesaid that the members
could examine and criticise the accounts and then agree with the majority
or append a note of dissent, Fortunately” or unfortunately we had no ne-
cessity to append a note of dissent in former years. Only last year we adopted
this practice of appemlmg a note of dissent. If .this amepdment of the
Honourable Premier is adopted, it will be eurtailing the privileges of the
members of the Public Adeounts Commiitee, The main functions of the
Committee are said o be, first to see how far the wishes of the Coyngil huve
been carried out in the matter of expenditure incurred. In perforring this
duty it has also to see that no expenditure has been incurred on.any new
service for which provision was not made either in the original demand or
in the supplementary demand voted by the Council. 'The next impartant
function of the Committee is to see that there has been no exfravagance. It
is also the duty of the Committee fo see that money set apart for one pur-
pose has not been directed to another., The Committee may, if it desires,
summon heads of departments as witnesses to supplement mformation on
any point,

Mr. Speaker :  Will the honourable member please speak to the motion
before the House ?

Mian Muhammad Nurnllah: I am just explaining to honourable
, members the main functions of the Public Acpounts Committee which are
contained in the prefatory remarks to the Report of the Accountant-General
on the Appropriation Accounts of the Punjab Government. I want to show
that by excluding the note of dissent yon will be curtailing the rights of
honourable members of this House and of the Public Accounts Committee.
If you will allow me I shall refer to some more remarks on the subject by the
Accountant-General.

Premier : The honourable member is most irrelovant. These remarks
have got nothing to do with the motion.

Nurullak : The Honourable Premier will please
allow me to complete these remarks. If he then «disayrees with me he ¢an
consgider them irrelevant. ,

Premier ;: 1f the portion my honourable friend wants to quote has
got anything to say about minutes of dissent then he might read them.
Otherwise not. He cannot be allowad to read from books which have no
bearing on the subject.

Mian Muohammad Nurullah: I sm not reading from two snnas
worth book. This is a publication of the Punjab Government and the re.
marks I want to quote are of the Accountant-General. These remarks have
been laid down for the guidance of the members of the Public Accounts
Committee,

Premier : By whom ?
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Mian Muhammad Nurullah: By the Auditor-General of India.
Premier: Whatis the book that the honourable merber 8 reading

‘from ? .

. Mian Muhammad Nurullah : It is the Appropriation Accounts of
the Punjab Government and the Report of the Accountant-General theroon
for the year 198233, The fnnctions of the Public Accounts Committee.
then were the same as they are now. -

Premier: No. My honourable friend is referring to pre-autonomy
accounts and praciice. We have outgrown that stage. _

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : Heze is a quotation from the prefatory
remarks—

It shonid be bome in mind, in considering the Report, that whilet it is framed on
the best information svailable snd, in the great majority of cases, after com-
mugicstion with the departments coucerned, it iz n rily prepared befo
the departmental witnesses have been examined,snd thas it doea not posacss.
the same degree of suthority or finality as the Report ultimately presented

to the Le tive Council — now Legislative Assembly . .......

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member is irrelevant.

Premier: Bo:ause these powers related to a time when Finance
was not a transferred subject, it was a reserved subject. It bas nothing to
do with the present case. '

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : 1 must sit down by saying that 1
‘strongly protest against this proecedure and that 1 do not want this amend-
ment should be allowed. All our rights are being taken away at this stage-
as members of the Public Accounts Committee.

Mr. Speaker ; The point whether a minute of dissent is an integral:
part of the Report is a difficult one. At least I have not studied it before..
Therefore, [ am not in a position to give & considered ruling. But there is.
one thing which will explain the whole sitnation to a great extent. I will
read out the rule to make it clear that it is not strictly speaking a part of
the Report. I will read out parts (5), (6) and (7) of Rule 93— -

{5) The report shall ordinarily be signed by all members of the Comubitlee, but the:
signature on the report by the Chairman will be suflicient authentication
thereof, and if any member is not able to pign the Teport, a note shall be
added to the report giving the Tessons why euch member could not sign it.
If any member desires to record & minutc of dissent on any point he must
sign the report atating that he doea so Bubject to his minute of disgent and
must hand in his minute within auch time as may be fixed for that purpese
by the Chairman.

{6} Every such minute of dissent must be confined to a discussion of the matter con-
tained in the bill or in the report nd must he free from personal remarks.

(7 If any such minute of diseent Is open te objection under the foregw’h? provision,
the Speaker shall canse it to be returned to the member concerned for the pur-
pose of amendment, and if the member does not, within such time az the Speaker
may fix in this behalf, resubmit the minute duly amended, the note shall be.
deemed to have been withdrawn. ) “ -

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri (Rawalpindi Division, General,
Rural): 8ir, it has come as a great surprise to me that of ali the people
in the world it should be the Governmeht of s. pro¥itige who should object
to the in¢orporation in the Report of the Publie Accounts Committee of a
statement by a member of what he thinks as t¢ how the Government has
been apending its money. If there is one thing in the British system of

1
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administration which is its great pride and whieh is responsible for its purity,
it ig its system of sudit.

Mr. Speaker : The motion before the House'is whether the following
words be added at the end of the main motion ; ‘' exeluding the minute of
disgent which should be expunged.”

Rai Bahadur Muokand Lal Puri : T am merely making introductory
remarks. I am coming Lo the minate of dissent. What I wished to point
out was that the Auditor-General even has the right to refuse to pass the bill
of the Viceroy and on various oceasions foarlessly exereises thisright. Beveral
times in the history of audit occasions have arigen when on account of certain
customs or other matters the Auditors have successfully objected to items
gpent by the highest dignitories, of the Government including Governors,
Financial Commissioners, the Judges of the High Courts and even your
bill, Mr. 8peaker. The Accountant-General of-the Punjab will not pass a

bill unless it is in order.

~ Mr. Speaker : Ploase speak to the motion. S
.. Rai Bahadur Mubkand Lal suri : I am merely pointing-out § an
introductory remark that one of the devices of British administration to
securo the purity of its administration is the Department of Audit which is
eontyolled in the case of Legislature by the Public Aécounts Committer: In
all the legislatures of the world and speéiallyin the Mother of Parliaments,
the Chairman of the Public Aecounts Committee is not usually a person
in any way connected with the Government. e

M. Speaker : May I ask the honourable meémber to spepk tg the
motion ¢ e o '

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri: And the members of the Public
Accounts Committee belony to all the parties of the House,

Mr, Speaker : But what is under discussion, is the report of the Public
Accounts Committee. One member, whotoever I.e may be, is not the com-
mittee. Therefore to consider his opinion or note of dissent is not a con-
sideration of the Report of the Committee. Consequently 1 will not allow
any further discussion on this point. All that the honourable member
may discuss is why the words * exeluding the minute of dissent which
should be expunged ** should not be added at the end of the motion.

Raj Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri: I am merely pointing out that
it is for the Public Accounts Committee to examine whether the Govern-

ment of the provinee has been spending the money for the purpose for which
it has been granted to them or whether it has wrongfully spent it for purposes

for which it was not granted.

Mir M qbool Mihmood (Parliamentary Secretary) : My honourable
friend was not here when this matter was discussed, otherwise he would
not have departed from the rule of relevancy.’ C S

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri : 8ir, this is a matter of great con-
gtitutionsl importance. This House has appointed the Public Accounts Com-
mittes. -There are 8 members of this Committes; 6 are members of the
Government and 2 belong to the opposition. Now, the funétion which
this House has delegated to the Public Aceounts Committee is to see whether

"
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Government has been guilty of any extravagance or not, whether Govern-
ment has spent money on items on which it was authorised to spend, whether
they have done anything which is illegal, irrogular or tmproper. If the'
other members of the Publie Accounts Committes who are Jnot supporters
of the Government aze not allowed to express their opinion in wiiting, the
Public Accounts Commities would .become a fares becanse the members
of Government’s party. would not Like to criticise theJoxpenditare by their
OWR party and may oven condone irauds by the membezs,of the Government?
Why doés the Government wish to preveit & proper criticism of their expendi-
ture 2 ' Why does the Government wish to shut the mouthsJof .those who
wish bo protest against the extravagance or irrpgularities of the Government.
I'may point out, sir, that in some demoeratic gountries, the majority of the
mennbers of the Public Accounts Committee are members of the opposition, -
(Honourable members : ‘Question.) (Interruptions)) Inany cage (Laughter)
I am used t6 these interruptions. I am used to take thom on their faco
value. Before contradicting me, I would request the honourable members
b0 quoté facts and figares. (Interruptions.) : : -
Mr. Speaker : May I request the honourable member to speak to the
motion.

" “Rai Bahadur Muland Lal Pori: Sir, what T am submitting is
Minister for Finance : By convention the Public Accounts Com-
mittoo represents the parties of the Honss in proportion to their voting -
strength. (Hsar, hear.) : ' \ :
. Rai Babadur Muband Lal Puvi: If the Honourabls ihe Finance
Minister is &0 fond of following Parliamentary traditions, he should have
given offoct to'the equally well-established convention, that it is the Leader
of the Opposition who is the Chairman of that Committes. The henourable
mehers of the Committes raised a poiny that the Honourable the Finanes
- Minister 8hould not be the Chairman of that Committes and somebody else.
shonld preside over the delibérations of that Committee,

'Mr. Speaker ; The ho_rllomblé member isirvelevant. I a.éa‘in roquest:
him to speak to the smendment now before the Hougs. e

“Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Pari: Sir, I am merely roplying to the
interruptions by the Honourable the Finance Minister. I wag pointing out
that the Honourable the Pinanes Minister has not given a correct version.-
He suppresséed s very material point, : :

My, Speaker : I once more request the honourable member to speak
to the motion. o . o
- Rai ‘Babadur Mukand . Lal Pui ; Sw, the point before the Hounse

minate: ok d:seem is_ part and parcel of the Report.

. Rai Bahadur Makapd Lal Pari: It is not necessary that all the.
members should sign oaly one report. It may be possible in certain cir-
cumséances that all the eight members might have different views and thig
i8 quite posaible.  Bir, if Jou giva. that power o the Government, you will

. Mrx, S]ﬁaber. ‘The question before the Houss iz not whether the
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be practically reducing the Public Accounts Committee to a cipher. Let
mwe illustrate my point further. Bupposing there has. been a defaleation,
supposing there hag been a fraud—.

Mr. Speaker : Now for the last time I ask the honourable member
to speak to the motion before the House. The amendment before the
House is that the minute of dissent should be expunged. -

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri : Sir, [ wanted to place before you
the practical effect of this motion, if it is adopted. Now, sir, Iet me give
the reasons why this minute of dissent should not be expunged. This point.
is of very great constitutional importance. A minute of dissent or a minute
of amplifieation is a part of the report. Now, we have to consider the pro-
priety of it. Let ns now farther proceed and consider whether it is desirable
in the interest of the province, whether it is desirable in the interest of proper
audit snd whether it is desirable in the interest of the finances of the pro-
vince that any minute of dissent by members should be expunged from the
report. Now, sir, a8 T have already submitted it would be one of the most
unjust things for a majority party to do. Therefore,—— PR

Mr. Speaker : The honourable member. is again irrelevant.j _ The
smendment moved ig that the minute of dissent should he expunged.

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Pari: The position of the Goveruthent,
1 now understand, is that they do not object to the incorporation in the
report of minutes of digsent, but they object to this partienlar minute of
dissent being incorporated in the report, I think it 18 conceded and the
House sgrees with me that constitutionally and lagally a minate of dissent
ghould form part of a report snd in most cages it would be proper in the
interest of the provinee that the criticisms of the disinterested ‘members
of the House should not be shut out and that they should be brought to
the notice of the House. And in the light of the facts and criticisms made
by the members répresenting various parties, the House would form its
owa judgment, Now the question remsins whether this minute of disgent
of Malik Barkst Ali should be expunged. On what grounds is it-proposed
that it should be expunged ? There are three points with which it deals.
Is it to be expunged on the ground that it brings to the notice of this House
and to the notice of the province as & whole that our ministers, in addition
to their salaries—some of them at any rate—are making ss much as ten
thousand of yupees o year on their travelling allowance alone 2 Wonld it
not be the duty of a merber of the Public Aecounts Committes:to bring
it to the notice of this House, if it were a fact that a particular Financial
Commissioner, unlike the other Financial Commissiongrs, was gpending on
stationery for example ten times more than the other Financial Commis-
sioners 2 Would he not be justified in pointing out, for example, if it was a
taet, that the cost of printing in the High Court i twice as much;dg the'cost
of printing of as much material by the Finanial Commisgioners.? - The
House should be thankful to Malik Barkat Ali as he haa bronght to the notice
of the House a fact which was attempfed to be concealed by the Govern-
inent iteelf. Yon very well remember that time after time, members of
this House agked the Honourable Ministers to state on the floar.of the House
a3.$0 how mueh travelling allowance had been made by a particalar Minister
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or a particular Parliamentary Secretary in & particular month and tho anéwer
" given was that they would not reply to that question. If that be the state
of affairs, has a member of the Public Accounts Commities been guilty of
indiseretion in bringing those facts to the notice of the FHouse or should you
-~ eongratulste him for doing a public duty to acquaint members of this House
with thoss facts ? * It is quite possible that the explanation of the Honour-
able Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries may be quite satisfactory.
But what harm has ke done if he has brought it to the notice of the House ?
That i certainly not & ground or which any Houss should refuse to in¢lude -
‘3 minute of dissent when the Houge eoncedes that ordinarily minutes of
dissent should bo part of the Report. That is one point. The second poiné
ismoreimportant. I am very thankful and in this matter I voice the feelings
of & large number of public-spirited and well meaning gentlemen—people
of all communities outside the House—that these snbaidies which have been
_granted {o the press are a method of eorrupting the Press (Mr. Speaker :
This has already been discuseed). Has Malik Barkat Ali done any injury to
- anybody in the world, or been guilty of any impropriety by enlighiening the
House on this point snd by focussing public attention on it. It has brought
out prominently the astounding fact that almost all the leading Muslim
_ papers who are supposed to voice the feelings of Muslims of the province are
really not voicing the feelings of the Muslims of the provinee, but are playing
-to the tune of those who finance them ? I for one did not know that four
leading Muslim papers—I mean the only papers which Muslims have in this
provinee were——. . :

- M, Speaker : The whole thing was explained in detail by the Hononr-
able Pramier.. He told the House as to what had happened and how ? He
digcuaged that matter at length. '

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri : I donot wish to ageribe any sinister
motives to the Government. I am merely pointing out an inevitable fact.
I know the Honourable Premier might have been told that it is necessary

-for war effort. ' '

. Mr. Speaker : The honourable member is again irrelevant.

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Pari ; Has Malik Barkat Ali, I ask you,
gentlemen, sitting on the Government benches, done any injury to the
publio interest or has he been guilty of indiseretion in taking you—metnbers
of the House—in confidence that all these papers, in one form or another,
are being paid that amount ? I am not here to say that the Cabinet did
_that with a view to corrupt them. But the fact wmust be recognised and it
is necessary that this House should know how such a big amount of money
is being spent. Would any moember of the House be justified in asking that
a minute of dissent should not be incorporated in the Report merely on the
ground that it is distasteful to some members ? This expenditure has a
‘vory much unsavoury taste. You wanted me to give the reasons.

- M. Speaker : The matter has been discussed for three hours.

Rei Bahadur Mukand Lal Puxi ; Permit me, sir, to address my
friends of the opposition that they should not be a party to this matber
They may not always be on the side of this Government. The present
Government haye merely done so in the time of war. This may unfortu-
nately become & normsl procedure for all time. It is necessary to nip the
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[B. B. M. L. Puri] . o :
~evilin the bud.  After all, what harm Las been done that you ghouild adopt
the unususl and extraordinary course of expunging the minates by certain
. Jembers ? Therefore, I appeal to the House through you that they would
“be doing greatest harm to demoeratic government if they allow the voice
of people to be stifled like this, if they shut up sources of public information,
Isupposeif the Report had contained any expression of opinion, favourable
to the Government, praising the Director of Information Bureau or the
‘Government, no objection would have besn reised. Therefors, if the minutes
of dissent on snch important matters, which the Statute places within their
- power, which this legislature has been pleased to entrust them with, are
ruled out on the ground that they are unsavoury o the Government, then
I say that it is end of the democratic government in this provinee,

Sardar Santokh Singh (Eastern Towns, Sikh, Urban): The amend-
ment before the House is that the minute of digsent recorded by Malik
Barkat Ali and incorporated in the Report of the proceedings of the Public
Accounts Committee, that is, minute which has been under diseussion in
this Housge for shout three hours, should be expunged at this late stage and
an amendment has been moved by the Honourable Premier at the time of
‘voting that this should be done. The Honourable Premier was in the
-House for the last three hours. " Hbs took part m thoge discussions. I would
ask the Honourable Finance Minister as to why this point wag not raised
at the time the Report was being discussed and why was valuable time of
this Honse, and three thousand rapees at least squandered 4Way on this
discusgion if eventually it was to-be moved by noone else hut the Fonouny.
able Premier that the minute - of dissent, which formed the centre of those
discussions and on which the whole energy of both sides of the House
spent, should be entirely expunged ont of the proceedings of the Publio
Aecounts Commitfee. That is wy first objection to the procedure
that it has been songht to be followed and I raise my strongest protest againgt
the way in which it has been tried to be brought about. My second point is
this, You have been pleased to hold, Sir, that these minutes.of -dissent
are a part of the report of the Public Account Committee.  Ori¢e you have
held that these minute do form a part: of the Report, I do not think any
authority whatsoever is competent fo have it expunged from the Report
itself. Government might say that they do not approve of it, they might
pase & regolution to this effect that they do not agree with it. It will b
naturally passed by the majority bat the questien is, after having held that
it formed part of the Report of the Public Acoounts Committee, there is no
power—least of all, power of vote by the majority party in the House—
which can direct that it should be expunged. The Honourable Premier was
pleaged to make cortain insinuations in his speech made hefore moving the
amendment. The amendwment was, however, moved without ARy speech,
relying on the support of the majority at his back and without satisfying
either the members of the Opposition, or the public outside as tb’ whag
really are the reasons which malke it necegsary for the-Government Lo.move
,that this minute of dissent be removed from the report. I3 it becaugo of
the inconvenient issues that have been raised by Malik Barkat Ali9 g
it because they could not justify to the public outside, the payment of 83
thousand rupees: otherwise I do not really seo what earthly harm will he
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done by allowing this minute of dissent to remain a part of thereport, rather
than resort+to the extraordinary course of having it expunged. You were
ploaged to read the rule regarding select committees proceedings. What
does that yule lay down. It lays down that a member must sjgn the report
subjeet to eertain formsalities. ANl those formaljties have, been copplied
with by Malik Barkat Ali. When signing the report he did say that he was
doing it subject to  minute of dissent. This minute of dissent was incor-
porated in the report itself. It is now tried to be made out that, the Finance
Minister' allowed it as a matter of courtesy. I am not, Sir, aware of any
such thing. The member exercised his elementary nght- of appénding a
note of dissent, and the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee had to
allow it to be incorporated in the report not by way of courtesy but as a
matter of right exercised by a member. Once it was allowed to be incor-
porated, T submit and I do so with all humility that the majority vobe is not
the authozrity which should expunge it like this.

Mr. Speaker : Assuming that the minate of dissent of Malik Barkat

Aliis g pars and parcel of the report of the Public Accounts Committes, the

motivn is that the report be adopted. Is it not open to the House to say
that excepting such and such part, the report be adopted ?

Sardar Santokh Singh : What is the report ? It is the report of
the majority that has got. to be adopted and not the minority report.

Mr. Speaker : I have already stated that the minute of dissént may
‘be assumed as part and parcel of the report of the Public Accounts Comimittee,
3o, the guestion is that the report be adopted. The amendmerit moved is
that the report be adopted expunging the minute of dissent.

Sardar Santokh Singh: Will it he a mmonty report or will it be a
majority report.

My. Speaker : Whatever it is.

Sardar Santokh Singh : Then we can also say that the report of a
seleet commitice be adopted barring such and such minute of dissent. - I
do not know why the minute of dissent should be expunged. I was pointing
ont that the Honourable Premier was in the House all the time, t.he Honour—
able Finanee Minister was in the House all the time——1

. M, Speaker ¢ “Inwhat form does the Finance Mmlster w1sh the motion
t0 bé put ?  Excluding the minute of dissent ? '

Finance. Minuter s Yes, Sir, excluding the minute of dissent. That
¢ the form.

Sar&ar Santokh Singh: I was pointing ouf. that the I{ononrable
Finance Minister sent the motion some days back. Why did this thing not
oceur to him then ¢ Why did he not make that request earlier that the
minute of dissent be expunged ?

Mr. Speaker : I he ssiopped now 9

Sardar Santokh Singh :' My submission is that taking advantage
of the woakness of the members of the other party, will it be open to me
fo move ‘much a motion ? At this late stage will you give me permission
to move an amendment to the effect that the first 10 pages of the report
be expunged ? . Will it be reasonable for me to move such an amendment,
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[8. 8antokh Singh.]
knowing that T move in a majority, that the first 10 pages of+ the report

be expunged ?
Mr. Speaker : There can be no objection, I think.

Sardar Santokh Singh : T appeal to you, sir, as the custodian of
the rights of this House to protect us from the misuse of the powers by the
majority. My submigsion is that if a request like this i8 made at the fag
end of the day when the matter is being put to the vote of the House, Gov-
ernment should not be allowed to move such a motion, Buppose to-morrow
they say that Lahore is to be demolished. Even that will be passed. They
arein a majority but that is no reason why you, Mr., Speaker, should come to
their rescus and allow notice to be moved in the ease of such an unreason-
able amendment. After all what is the Government afraid of ? Why
should they feel shy of this exposure ? Hag it ever been held before that
the minute of digsent be expunged ? Tt is a novel procedure. The Honour-
able Premier was pleased to say that this is & fact finding committee. He
could not anticipate any occasion when there could be a difference of opinion.
He said that it was a courtesy, that the Finance Minister allowed this minute
of dissent to be incorporated. I join issue with him. We never sought any
concession, The Public Aecounts Committee has got certain rights under
the rules. Rule 140 (2) lays doewn—

Tt shall also be a duty of the Committee—

(z) to0 eXamine auch trading, manufacturing snd profit and losz accoupts and
balance sheets—.

Well, gir, if they have got powers as these, can we not anticipate that
there may be an honest difference of opinion, difference of views between the
majority and the minority and if there is a difference of opinion hetween
the majority and the minority, in what way are the latter to give expression
to their views, I mean, the minority ? Are they debarred or are’they to be
gagged from giving expression to their views and opinions ? Are they to
go there simply to sit as statues and work to the dictation of the Finanoce
Minister ? That cannot be the position. Surely, a difference of opinion
may afise. I have been a member of this committee for the last 8 years,
Differences did arise on some occasions, We cannot be gagged for all times
not to express our views. We may be humble people and numerically very
weak. To my mind this is the reason why this amendment wag brought in
at this late stage of the proceedings when the matter was heing put to the
vote of the House. The objection should have been taken from the begin-
ning ? Why were three hours wasted ? Is the majority vote competent
to expunge the note of dissent which has been the centre of the discumsion
for three hours on the floor of the House ? No one is now competent to have
it expunged. It should continue to form part of the report. It cannot be ex-
punged. It must remain ag it is. Considering the importancs of the matter
and the seriousness of the situation, I will request you again in all humility
to kindly revise your ruling and not allow the amendment to he moved
at this stege. Majority should not be allowed to dea thing which 18 utterly
wrong end illegal. The public outside should not be given an occasion to
laugh over the proceedings of this House and say that the Government with
a view to hide certain misdoings of theirs went so far a3 to impose their
will upon the House and had expunged an inconvenient note of diasent
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trom thereport. I would request you, 8ir; as the sustodian of tha righte of
the House, not to be a party to such proceedings. -

" Rai Bahadur Mukand Lal Puri: 38ir, in view of the fact that the
Goverhment has not given any reasons in support of this extraordinary
amendment——

(Honourable members : Question may now be pat.) '
My. Speaker : The question is— '
That the question be now put.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : I want to know whether this amend-
ment is not against the well-established conventions of this Houge.

Mr. Speaker: Which conventions ?

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : The convention of embodying the
minute of dissent in the report. .

Mr. Speaker : Ti is assamed that the note is.a part.and. parepl of
the report. The amendment moved iz that such and such part of the report
be deleted.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma ; My point is that this amendment, as
moved, has the effect of violating the conventions of this House.

Mr. Speaker : How? .

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : ‘What does expunging mean ?

Mr. Speaker ;: Expunging does. not mean omitting. The crux of
question arises out of the remarks made by the Leader of"the House that the
Finanoce Minister should not have allowed the minute of dissent to be em-
bodied in the report. That is the whole question.  This amendment is out
of order. - v
Sayed Amjad AL Shah : Sir, the whole confusion has arisen- because
my honouxable friends opposite take this report to be like the report of a
geloet committep. There the minutes of dissent come to this House and
members move amendments to the Bill, after that the House either agrees
to the amendments or opposes them and then the Bill is passed. If weo
take the report as it is we have the minute of dissent which is ingorporated
in the report and if you take the report as it iz we adopt only the report but
we also adopt the minute of dissent whish we do not want to do. Therefore
what we say is that we adopt this report minus the minute of dissent.

Chaudhyi Jalgl-ud-Din Amber : It should have been made clear
what was the intention of the Promier in moving the amendment. '

Mr. Speaker : The question is—

That the question be now puts

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : 1 have raised a point of order and I
want your ruling on that point.

My, Speaker: What is the point of order ?

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : The point of order is that this amend-
ment a8 suggested takes sway a vory valusble right of the House. {In-
terruphions.)

Mr, Spealier ;  That is not & point of order.
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Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : You do not allow me to state ib: I
have not yot stated it in full. T am sorry I was not in & position to make
myself clear. Thers iz a well-astablizshed convention of adding the minute
of dissent to the report of the Public Accounts Committes. (Homourable
members .  There is no convention.) There is a convention. Last year it
was attached to the report and there was no opposition.

Mr. Speaker : Bat that is no point of order.  The question is—

That the question be now put. ' :

The motion was corried.

{4t this stage members of the Opposition walked out of the House;)
Myr. Speaker : The question is—

That the following words be added at the end “excluding the minute of dissent
which should be expunged .,

The motion was carried.
Mr. Speaber : Question js— '
That the Raport of the Pablic Astoants Committes on the Appropriation Actounts

and Finance Accounts of the Punjab Government for the
£ p m year 1939-40 be adepted excloding the Minute of Disgont

which should be expunged.”
Phe mokion 1wes carried. :
’ L

————

EXCESS DEMANDS, 1989-40. S

Minister for Finance (The Honourable Sir Manohar Lal) : I move—

That an additional sum not eXcoeding Rs. 30,761 be granted to the Governor to meet
: the excess eXponditure inourred during the yasr ended 2lat March, 1040, iy
reapect of Irrigation (Capital). ,

The motion was carried,
Minister for Finance: I move—

That an additional sum not exceeding Re. 25,962 be granted to the Governor to meet
the ex¢ess eXpenditure incurred during the year epded 3lst Merch, 1940, in
reapect of Superannuation Allowsnees and ions. _

The motion was carried,

Minister for Finance : T move—

That an sdditional sum not exceading Ra. 1,144 be granted to the Govorpor to meet
: the excess oxpenditure incarred during the year ended 3lst March, 1940, in
respect of Deposite sand Advances—Advaness not bearing interest,

The Assembly then adjourned till 12 noon on Tuesday, 9th Deocember,
1941. :
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E . PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
» ' BIGHTH BESSION OF THE FIRST PUNIAB LEGISIATIVE"

Lo  Tuesday, 9th December, 1941. -

" The Assembly met in the . dssombly Chamber at:12 noon of the clock. Mr.
dpeaker in the chasr. T :

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSJWERS,
MEr. Raspans KrisHAN.

*7612. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the Honoureble Prémier be
;pleased to state— - e e

" {u) whetharhe is aware of the fact that on the day on which the House-

wasg informed, in repiy 0 & question by Sardar Moola Singh,
that mr. Rajbans Krishan's health was saisfactory, he had
actaally been suftering from acute gastro-ententia and collitus ;:
{b) whether it is a fact that awing to his ill.ess Mr. Rajbans Krishan
could not sit for his examination for more then cne paper;
if 80, why aciual facts regarding Mr. Rajbsns. Krishan’s
health wers withheld ? ) _

Parliamentary Secretary (Mir Magbool Mahmood): (a) Yes.-

{(b) Yes. The report on the health ot Mr. Rajbuns Krishan to ihe
effect shat his health was quite satisfactory was received by Government
on the 8th April, 1941. The seceond report which disclosed that the prisoner
was suffering from gastro-entoritis was received in the Becretariat on the
26th April, 1941. " As the question referred to in part (a) was actually

.asked on April 26th, 1941, the reply given was based on the information
available. '

Compapi Fazar Inams QueBax.

. *7835. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the flonourable Premier be
pleaged to state whether it is a fact that Begum Fazal Ilahi Qurban sent a
_ roprosentation to the Punjab Government in the second week of Augusi,
. 1041, requesting the release on parole of her husband owing to the ill-bealth
o ot his mother and the death of bis oxly dsughter ; if so, the action taken
by the Government in-the niatter ? '
Parlidmentary Seeretary (Mir Maqbool Mahmood): Part I.—
Yes,
Part 1I.—The ropressntation was found to be tulse in so far a8 it related
to the ili-health of the nother of Fazsl Hahi Qurban, who died a year ago.
In these cireymstances, it was rejeated.

MAINTENANGE ALLOWANCE T0 SHRiMATI SaTwant Kaun, wire
or Commaps Same Binewm. :

- *7838. Sardar Moola Singh: Will the Honourable Fremjsr be
pleased to state whether it is & fact that Shrimati Satwant Kaur, wife of
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[S. Moola Singh.] L . .
Comrdde Satib Sfngh of Sarhans’ of distdiet Ludhians, at-prescut debained
in Dooli Camp apyplied in May last for the yrant of allowance for her main.
tenanee ; if 80, what action has been taken by the Government in the matter,
‘and, if no action has been taken 8o far, the reasons for the same ?
Parliamentary Secretary (Mir Maqbool Mahmood): Sahib Singh
and his wife Satwant Kaur submiited petitions to the Punjab Government
‘in June, 1941, for the grant of maintenance allowsnoe to the latter. Thé
request was considered by the Punjub Governmeut and rejected aiter due
«uguiries had been mado. Sahbib Singh was intormed accordingly.

Sayep Hamib.

#7808, Malik Barkat Ali:  Will the Honourabls Premier be
‘pleased to state—
(@) whether Covernment is paying any allowance to Sayed Habib
- eonfined in Mugaffargarh jail ; if not, why not ;
(b) the special reasons for detsining S8ayed Habib in the Muzeffar-
: gach Jail and not'in the Central Jail, Lahore ?
Parliameatary Secrstary (Mir Magbool Mahmood) : (@) An allow-
-anoe of Rs. 120 per mensem has been sanctioned by the Government of
“Indis to the family of 8. Habib, with effect from the 24th November, 1941,
for the period of hig detention. .
(b) It was considered convenient and suitable.

*700y. Cancelled.

MavLaNa Savsp Hapib,

#7902. Sardar Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Premier ba pleased
st state—

(¢) whether it i8 a fact that Maulana Sayed Habib while in Central
Jail Lahore, asked for permission for his typist to ses him
in Jail daily till he could prepare his cage for presenting to
His Exoellency the Vieeroy ;

{b) whether it is also & fact that the Government refused the applica-

. tion and direcsed the detenue ¢o ask his typist to apply for an
interview with .hira, but the Rovernment transerred the
detenue to Sub-Jail, Muzaffargarh, before his typist comld
take advantage of the offer of the Governinent and that it is
almost impossible for the detenme now to prepare his' case
for submission to the Viceroy at sfuzaffargarh, the relative
documents being at Lahore ;
{¢) what facilities, if any, the Government axe prepared to grant to
' the detenue fox this purpose ?

‘Parliameatary Secretary (Mix Magbool Mabmood): (a) Yes.

(b) and (¢} 8. Habib was intormed that he could instruet his typist
by mesns of & letter cr that bis typist could apply for an interview with bim
4n order to get verbal instructions. These concessions sfill hold geod.

Sardar Lal Singh : Is it not «» 1sct that other prisoners were allowed
«sheir assistunts and typists inside the jail ?
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] Paﬂiﬁmentary -&ecretary: I am not aware of any such instances.
1 In-all cages I am aware the rules have been complied with and application
- for mterview wag pat in by the person concernsd.

. Malik Barkst Ali: Will the Puiamontiry Secretary kindly
-.ghate 43 to wher Sayed Habib was inrormed ¢ Was he then at Lahore
< in Subrjsil, Muzaffargarh ? . o T

Parliameatary “Secretary: 1 woul. Jike notice of that quastion.
... Sardar Lal Singa: Does the Pacliamentary. Secretary realise that
2.1t is very difficult tor the priscner to wrice letters and recaive repliss without
the help of the typist ? . S

Parlismentary Secretary: I am atraid my honourable friend hos
-'nov tollowed vhe answer. What I said was that Syed Habib was informed

*thut his vypist should apply fr an interview and take verbal inatructions.
Malik Barzat Ali: Was this reply given after his transfer to Sub-
_ jail, Muzaffargarh, or whila he_was stifl at Lahore ¢ :

Parhammhry Secretary I would like notice of the question. _
*7903. Cancelled. : '

CotToN crOP.

. *7891. Chaudhri Sumer Singh: Will the Honourable Minister
» for Revenue be pleased to state whether it is a fact that cotton crop in the
provines has heen damaged this yoar and the ougput in Gurgaon distriot
particalarly is very insignificant as compared with the area cultivated in
" 4bis locality ? If s0; what action does he intend to take to grant relief
- %0 the cultivators concerned ? ' )
Parliamentary Secretary  (Raja Ghazanfar AL Khan): First
. part.—In a fow districts only.
Second part—Cotton crop in the Gurgaon district has not been
- damaged, but on account of the early cessation of the rains, the yield is not
" up 0 expectation. Relief will be afforded in due ecurse according to the
~rules where necessary. .

Musei¥ Crvin Suscrons,
*7897. Malik Barkat Ali : Will the Honcurable Minister of Bdnea-
-tion be pleased to state— :
{¢) the total number of Assistant Civil Surgebns working in the
provines 3 y
\B) the total number of Muslim Civil Surgeons in the provinee ;
1¢) the steps which the Governmept proposes to take to ensure an
adequate representaiion of the Mussalmans among the Civil
Surgeons of the province ;
\d) whether thereis any proposal under congideration for obtaining
- the services of the retired Civil Surgeons in the provinee for -
the duration of the war ?
The Honourabie Mian Abdui Maye: As the guestion savours
- of ecmmunalism I must decline to answer it on the floor of this House. It

the honourable member puts an unsterred question I shall colieet the infox-
- mation and make it available. :
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE .
AUTHENTICATED BY GOVERNOR. :
Minister for Finance (The Honourable Sir Manohur Lal): Sir, as
required by section 82 of the Governmens of India Act, 1985, I lay on the
table the supplementary statement of expenditure (lst instalment) for

[ 9= DEC., 1941,

the year 1941-42 authenticuted by His Excellency the Governor*

As required by section 81 of the Government of Fndia Act, 1955,

the following suppleMentary stateMent of expenditure for the fina

specifles ;=

(¢} the puppleldentary grants (first inatalment) made by the

—

in its Session keid in December, 1941, and

{b) the sums required o Meet the expenditure charge

d on the revenues of the Province,

SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT.

I hereby autbenticate -
n¢ist year 1941.42, which .

FPunjab Legislati\n\e~ Aggembly

5

| ) Butns required
Supplenten. " to.Meet
tary grants |- expenditure
(irant Major head of account, wade by the | charged on
Ne. Punjab the revenues Total.
Legislative of the
Assembly, province.
. Ras. Re. Rs.
6 | 12—Charges on account of the Motor 8,720 16,140 19,860
Vehiclea Acta, -
10 | 25—General Administration 8,500 42,5640 51,040
13 | 28—Pelice . . 3,365,540 . 3,35,840
23 | 50—Civil Worke .. . 72,2%,300 . 79,27,500
24 | Charges on Public Works Depatt- 1,30,870 .- 1,30,670 -
ment, Buildings and Roads Eatab- ” ’
lishment,
25 | XLI—Receipts from Eloctricity 35,000 . 36,000
Schemes-—Working Expenses.
20 | §4—Famine .. . 2,060 2,050 -
57—Miacellaneous 30,000 R 36,000
33
{ 63—Extraordinary Charges . .
16 | 37—Education (Excluding European 10 . 10 -
and Anglo-Indian Education).
18 | 39—Public Health . 10 . 10
28 | 81.A—Capital Outlay on Electiicity, 0 . 10
Schemes {ontside the Revenue Ace
count).
GranDp Toran 77,71,060 60,730 78,31, 700
B. GLANCY,

Governor of the Punjab.

+
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. ELBCTRICITY (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL.

Mr. Speaker: On ihe 2nd instant, when this House was about $0
-comuonce oonsideration of the Panjab Rlectricity (Emergency Powers)
Bill, clausd by clavee; Dr. Bir Gokul Ohand Narang raised the point that the
Bill wei¢ tdtra teres of & Provineial Logislature and that, therefore, it could
not be congidered or psased by this Houge. The learned Doctor made &
-long speech in.support of his contention ; while the Hono