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'PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
TweLrre SESSION or tas Fmsr PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ABBEMBLY

Monday, 4th December 1944

_The Assembly mat in the Assembly Chamber ai 12 noon of the clock. Mr. Speaker
n the Chair. ' . }

——

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SEouRITY PRIBONERS

+3995, “Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: Will the Honourable Premier be
plessed to state :—

. {a) whether it i3 a fact that after the repatriation of the security prisoners '
who were detained in Deoli Camp Jail in 1941-49, the late Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan had
agroed ae Premier to remove the disiinction between the-two classes of security pris
soners and had undertaken that thereafter there would be only one class, i.e., Class 1
of Security Prisoners in the Punjab ; if so the reasons for classifying a number of security
prisoners a8 gecurity prisoners class 11 ; ‘

(b) whether the Government propose to remove the distinction between
Classes 1 and IT and accord uniform treatment to all security prisoners; if not, why ‘
© ot ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Khan Bahadur Shaikh Faiz Mubammad): (s) The
repatriated Deoli prisoners were all placed in one class and this was, so far as is known, -
the extent of the “ agreement " mentioned, and the question of future policy was not
in issue. The oclassification of Class II was introduced later when it was found that
prisoners of much lower status, education and habits of life were being detained and

_ enjoying standards far higher than they were accustomed to outside the jail.

® @ No.

(#) 8o as to provide for the oases mentioned in part (a).

Sardar Soban Singh Josh : It the Parliamentary Secretary quite sure that all
were placed in A class ?

Parliamentary Secretaxy ; Yes, originally all were placed in olass I

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware that some
of them were first placed in A class and they were later on placed in B olass ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Iamnotaware of that. If the honourable member
gives notiee, I will find out. s

Sardar Sohai Singh Josh : Is the Parliamentary Secrotary aware that Jagjit
Singh Jandiala and Ram Singh Sohingra who were first placed in A class were later on
placed in B class ? .

Parliamentary Secretary: I am not aware of that. I have already stated
that if my honourable friend is particularly anxious to know the position in regard to a
particnlar gentleman, I will find out if he gives notice.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : May I know the reasons that made Government
place these people in B class ?

Parliamentary Secretary ; I have slready stated the reason.
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Sardar Schan Singh Josh: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware that there
was a representation from the security prisoners themselves to the effect that all of
them should be treated in A elass and that there should ba no distinetion between

them ?
Parliamentary Secretary: 1 have stated that all of them were treated as

A class, but later on when it was found that prisoners of different status were bemf?
detained, naturally the Government had to start another class. The “ agreement
referred to was only for the prisoners detamed at that time, and did not concern any
- future policy.
Chaudhri Muhammad Hasan : May T know whether & promise was given to
thé prisoners in jail that all of them will be put:in A class and treated alike ? _

Parliamentary Secretary There was a sort of undelstandmw with 8iv Sikander
Hyat-Khan.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hasan : The Parliamentary Secretary las stated that
that.did not apply for the future. I want to know the difference in the treatment
to the prisoners who were at that time in jail and those.who came to the jail later.
What was that agreement, I want to know ?

.- Premier : It was not an “ agreement " in writing. It was an oral “ agree-
ment > arrived at between two parbies—Sir Sikander on one side and some gentlemen
on the. other side. There was no formal agreement, :

- Chaudhri Muhammad Hasan : Will the Honourable Premier inforin me of
the conditions of that orxal agreement if there were any ?
Premier : "It was a sort of undertakmg given by Sir Sikander. Tt was not
rednced to writing.

- Chaudhyi Muhammad Hasan : It may have been an oral undertakmg but what
wag it ?

Premier : There was no undertaking. It was an understandmg about a parti-
cular set of peopie.

Chaudhri Mubammad Hasan : What was the decision arrived at ?

« Premier: The Parliamentary Secretary has already given a reply abouat the
decision which applied to a particalar set of pnsoners There was nothing laid down
for the futuore.

Mian Abdul Aziz : The Parliamentary Secretary says that there was  an
undertaking and the Honourable Premier says that there was no undertaking, Which
is. the correct statement ?

Premier : There was an understanding about a set of prisoners, but nothing
was laid down for the future. 1f you have any record for the future policy, refer it
to me. I know of none.

Mian Abdu! Aziz : [ want to understand one thing. It has been stated on
the foor of the House by the Parliamentary Seerctary that there was an undertaking
and the Premier says that there was no nndertaking. . I want to know which is the
correct statement.

Premier ;: Both are correct. Understanding, decision, undertaking, all come
to more or less the same thing. ‘

Mian Abdul Aziz : What was the decision arrived at ?

Premier: It was acted upon.

Mian Abdul Aziz: What was acted upon? ‘
Premier : About those Deoli prisoners. That is all over now,

: Mian Abdul Aziz : You may have some record as to what that declslon Was.
If no record was kept, it is moststrange.
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. .Premier : There is no record available. Everything was in the minds of the
two parties. : . ' Co

. Khan Babadur Maulvi Ghulam Mohy-ud-Dia ; I understand that when the
" Honourable Premier took over the reins of his office, he went through the case and he
came to know what the decision or sgreement-or undertaking—whatever you call
it—was. Will he be pleased to let us know just the gist of that ?

Premier: When I went through the cass, I found nothing on record, ‘except -

the assertion {rom one party, and it was complied with then, I am not denying it,
~ Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ghulam Mohy-ud-Din : What _was. that assertion ?
" Premier: The sssertion is in the question and the reply it in the answer. .

v ¢

; CiviL. DISOBEDIENCE DETENUS N '
*3995, Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : Will the Honourable FPremier be
pleased to state — o : A
(a) whether it is  fact that Civil Disobedience Movement detenus (petsons de-

tained under Rules 26 and 199 of the Pefence of India Rules in connection with the.

Congress Movement since 9th Augnst, 1942) are not allowed any interviews with:their
relatives and frie_nds; : . o ..

(b) whether the Government has received copy of the circalar from the
Government of India issued to Provincial Governments. in this conneection as . stated
by the Home Member in the last Session of the Central Assembly advising, 4bem fo
extend this facility to the detemus ; if so, why no action has been taken hitherio on
the same ; ' . . '

. (¢) whether Government are aware that several other Provincial Governments
.including Madras, Bombay, Sind aud Assam have already allowed interviews to all
Congress detenus ; _ _ . _ : e

(d) whether Government propose to extend this facility to Civil Disobedience
Movement prisoners now ; if not, why not;

(¢) whether it ig a fact that security prisoners of 1942 are allowed two inter-
views with their relatives and friends every month ; if so, why similar treatment is not
‘being meted out to Congress Civil Disobedience Movergent-detenus 2 -

Parliamentary Secretary (Khan Bahadur Shaikh Faiz Muhammad): (a)
For the honourable member's information, Civil Disobedience detenus have since been

allowed to have interviews with their relatives twice a month.
¢b) No such advice has been received. '
{¢) No. '
(@) and (¢) Do not arise. _ ' .
'Chaudhri Muhammad Hasan : May I know whether persons detained here
under rules 26 and 129 of the Defence of India Rules are allowed interviews ?
P'arliam'entary' Secretary : I have already given the veply.” -

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: What is the date from which interviews’were
permitted ? ' ' '

Parliamentary Secretary: 1 do nof carry sall the dates in my head. If .

ay honourable friend gives notice, I shali give the answer. . :

‘Sarder Sohan Singh Josh : The answer says, they have “ since” been allowed.
Since when ? . . ' ' :

Parliamentary Secretary: 1 have alrcady stated that if my honourable
" friend gives notice, I shall -eollect the information.
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Chaudhri Muhammad Hasan : 1 am sure the honourable member would
bave collocted the information when the notioc of the original question was with him
about the interviews and detenus, :

Parliamentary Secretary: The question was simple and I have aiready
snswered it. _ o )

Pandit Bhogat Ram Sharma : Part (¢) of the question asks whether Govern-
ment are aware that several other provineial Governments have already allowed inter.
views. 8o the notice is already there. Wo want to know from what date the intar.
viows are allowed here in this provinee and whether there is any difference in the law
followed by this Government and that followed by the other provincial Governments,

,  Premiere That notice is not there. Part (¢) bas already been angwered. If -
turther information is required ag regards dates, ete., fresh notice is raquired.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma 3 I want to know whether at the time interviews
were allowed in other provinces, the Punjab Government was not allowing interviews.

Premier: This Government is not aware about other provinaes.
Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: Aro you prepared to deny this fact ?
Premier : There is no question of denial. Various Governments have allowed

interviews from various dates and we have also allowed the interviews. Does the
honourable member want that this privilege ahould be curtailed ?

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : My point is that in the provinees where soetion
98 is working this concession has been long ago granted whereas this so-calied repre-
sentative Government has been following a retrograde policy.

Premier : Wo are not aware of the dates when such interviews were granted
in other provinces. My friend oan write to his friends there and get the information
regarding those provinees . As regards the date regarding Punjab he ear got it hero
and then he can compare and decide whether we wers behind or in advance of other
provinoes,

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : I want to know whether at the timo interviows
wors allowed in other provinees, the Punjab Government too was allowing them.

Crvin DisosEpmNce DerExUs

*§997. Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: Will the Honourable Premier bhe
pleased to state ;—

(o) whether it is a fact that Government has by one of it circulars issued in
July 1948, addressed to the jail authorities in which Civil Disobedience Movement
detenus are kept, given the right of supplementation of diot to the detenus at their own
oost ;

(b) whether it is & faol that by a subsequent circlar a limit of Rs, 5 per men-

- #em has been imposed on the amount which a detena could 8pend on such supplementa-

tion ; if so , why ; '

(¢) whether it is a fact that the July eircalar mentioned in part () placed the
Civil Disobedience Movernent prisoners ab par with Security prisoners in the
matter of supplementation of diet in all xespects ; if 50, what has been the effect of the
modification of the July cireular ; '

(d) what action do Government propose to take in the matter now 2

Parliamentary Secretary (Khan Bahadur Shaikh Paiz Mubamomad) : This
question is duplicate of question No. 9078%, and the attention of the honourable member
is invited to the answer given to it on 9th March 1944,

Wolume XXII, page 434
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CoMPLAINT oF SurERVISORS OF OrDRANCE anor,-anozxmnn,- AGAINST BRoURTFY
o ' Porrc B '

*8332. Malik Barkat AK: Will the Honourablo Premier be plessed to
state :— '

{a) ‘whether it is a fact that Mr. Abdullah Khan, Mr. Taj Din and Mr. Moham-
- mad Yusuf, Supervisors, Ordnance. Depot, Ferozopore, submitted representations to

the Commissioner, Jullundur division, complaining that the Security Police; Feroze-
pore, had obtained from them under threats of arrest false atatoments which they had
themselves propered implicating Pirthi Singh as well as theso Supervisors in the strike
whieh ltad taken plage in the Ordnance Depot, Ferozepore, and ancther which was
expected to take place ;

(b) whether any enquiry was made by the Commissioner of the Jullendur
divigion into the sllegations made in (a), ; if so, with what resnlt, if not what setion
do the Government propose to take in the matter .

Parliamentary Secretary: (Khen Babadur Shaikh Faiz Muhemmad)
(@) Yes. - _
(8) (first part) Enquiries were made by the Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepore ;
(second part) No action was considered necessary. -
Malik Barkat Ali : May I know the resalt of those enquiries ? What were
the gonclusions arrived at by the Dep aty Commisgionor as the result of his enguiries ?

Parliamentary Secretary : The conclusion arrived at was that the alle
gations were not well founded and therefore no action was considered necessary.

Hu~eER BTRIKE BY KHARSAR PRISONERS IN Lavore CBNTRAL JaiL _
] *8333. Malik Barkat Al : Will the Honourable Premisr bo pleased to state :—

(a) whether he is aware of the fact that seven Khaksars who are imprisoned
or are under detention in the Central Jail, Lahore, have been on hunger strike since the
29th February 1944, if so, the reasons for the same ;

(8) whether it is a faot that some of the Khaksars mentioned above are on the
point of death, if so, the action Government intend to take in the matter 9

Parliamentary Secretary : (Khan Bahadur Shaikh Faiz Mubammad) ; (a) and
(5) Seven Khaksar life convicts started s hunger strike on 1st Mareh 1944 in order to
secare their premature release. Two of them are still on hunger-strike . Though they
are weak, they are not on the point of death,

ReLiciovs rrocmsstons ny QADIAN

_ *8336. Chaudhri Mubammad Abdul RehmanKhan : Will the Honourable
Premier be pleased io state -—

(a) whether it is a fact that the non-Ahmedi Muslim community of Qadian
applied to the Deputy Commissioner, Gurdaspur, through Khawaja Abdul Hamid,
General Sesretary, Tabligh seetion, of the Majlas Ahrars Islam, Qadian, for permis-

sion to celebrate the Id-i-Milsd on the 8th March 1944 ;

(b) whether it is 4 fact that the permission asked for was refused, if so, the
reasons for the same ;

(¢) whether the Government intend giving to non-Ahmadi Muslims bermiasion

to celebrate the Holy Prophet’s birth-day by taking out a procession next yesr, if not,
the reasons for the same ;

(d) whether it is a fact that permission is ususlly granted to Hindus, Sikhs

aud Ahmadis to take out processions in Qadian to celebrate the anniversaries of
their religious heads ;
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(Ch. Mokd. Abdu! Rshman Khan).

(¢) whether Government intend to adopt a umform pohcy in Qadian 1n the
matter of granting permxsslon for religions processions, if not, why not ?

Parliamentary Seeretary (Khan Bahadur Shaikh Faiz Mobammsd) : {a) No.
The application was for 10th March 1944 and not 8th March 1944 and for permission to
take ‘out a procession.

(b) Permission to take oul a procession wds refused as it was not  customary
religious procession. An Ahrar Jalse arranged on 10th March 1944 (in connection
with 1Id-i-Milad) at Qadian was not prohibiied.

(¢) Itis too early toreply to thisitem . Itis however the policy of Government
that the status quo is to be maintained in all rehglous processions and that no innovations

are ordiparily to be permitied. Qadian is among the places where all processions are
ordinarily forbidden.

d} As a general rule only blkhs take out processiens m Qadian. Hindus and
Ahmedies have not been known io take vut such ‘processions.

(e) Rehgmuﬁ processions are regulated in accordencs with the instructions
igsued by Government from time to time and each case is dealt with on merits.

DETENUS AND POLITICAL PRISONERS

*9345, Sardar Kapoor Smgh " Will ¢he Honourable Plémlar be ple&sed to

stabe :—

() the number of civil disobedience detenus, seeurity prisoners and- other
Congressite convicts, confined in various jails in the Punjab or elsewhere at present ;

(b) the number of such detenus, security prisoners and conviets in different
jails in the Punjab on the 1st of January 1943 ;

{¢) the number of such detenus, aacunty prisoners and conviets released in
1943 and 1944 respectively ;

{d) the number of all such political prisoners and detenus who have been

released but whose. movements have been restricted to certain [ocalities or areas in the
Panjab ;

{e) the pumber of all such political prisoners who have been released but are
raquired to report themselves daily or ];)e\rlo(lma,lljr to the local police in the Punjab ;

(f) the number of those political prizoners, who have been restricted m
areds other than those where they had been arrested ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Ehan Bahadur Shaikh Falz Mubammad) : (a) 73
Givil Disobedience delenus, 100 Security priscners and 49 Civil Disobedience convicts
were confined in various jails in the Punjab on the 15th of November 1944, The cases
of Civil Disobedience detenus have recently been reviewed and it ig proposed to release
“about 40 of them.

- (b 459 Civil Disobedience detenus, 150 Security prisoners and 831 Civil Dis-
obedience convicts,

(c) 240 Civil Disobedience detenus, 62 Security prisoners and 763 Civil Dls-
obdeience convicts were released in 1948. 211 Civil Disobdience detenus, 110
Security prisoners and 150 Civil Disobedience conviets were released during the year
1944 up to the 15th of November.

{dy 488 on 15th November 1944, The cases of restrictees have recently been
reviewed angd out of this pumber the restrictions of 66 more have been removed.

&) 170.
) 89. .
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~ Sardar Kapoor Simgh: Do the Government realise that the keeplng of all
theso detenus and political prisoners in different jails involves extra expenditure to ‘the
_ Government and the expenditure would be less if all of them are in one jail ? '
Parliamentary Secretary: FHow does it arise out of the answer given ?
 Sardar Kapoor Singh: You will understand from my next question. In
view of the fach that most of the detenus and political prisoners have been released and
there is not a large number now in jails, is it not. better for the Government to keep

all these detenus and political prisoners in one jail ? .

Parliamentary Secretary : This is a request for action.

Sardar Kapoor Singh: Is the Government prepared to take action or not ?

Parliamentary Secretary : I it calls for action, it will be taken.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Why does the Government not consider the advisability
of keéeping them in one jail 2 This is surely a question and not a request.

Parliamentary Secretary ;3 Thank you for improving 1t. -

 Sardar Kapoor Singh :  Does it not involve extra expenditure if they are kept

in different jails ?

Premier : Even if they are pub in one jail, the number would be the same.

How would it involve less expenditure ? S e

Sardar Kapoor Singh :  If the Honourable Premier had been in jail, he would

have found vut how it coits miove. Coe e I

Premier : Naturally, I have not got the experience. How can I, therefore,

judge? | : o
Sardar Kapoor Singh : ~ At present the Government requires a C.LD. of