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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
5rn SESSTON OF THE 8zp PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Tuesdoy, the 22nd July 1930.

” ——

Trer Council met at the Assemb Ghamber, Slmla, at 2 p.M.
of the clock. Mr. President in the ¢

OATH OF OFFICE.
The following members were sworn in:—
Townsend, Mr. C. A. H. (Official, nominated)
Boyd, Mr. D. J. (Official, nominated) ,
Mushtaq Ahmed, Mian (Muhammadan) (Landholders)
Jawaher Singh, Serdar (Lahore (Sikk) Ruzal).

STARBRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERRS.
Sereorion Boarp—Provinomarn (v Meproar BSurviom,

*2963. Diwan Bahadur Reja Narendra Nath: Will the Honour.
able Minister for Loeal Self-Government be pleased to state—
() whether a selection board was appointed to make recommenda-~
tions for appointment to the Provincial Cnnl Medical Ser-
vwe 3
() how many vacancice were to be filled up ;
(¢} .the number of appointments made sommunitywise ;

(@) whether he will be pleased to lay on the table of the House the
correspondonce which took place between him and myself,
viz., my lotter of 1st April 1980, Mr. Mitohell's reply, dated
14th April 1980 and my letter, dated 24th April 1930 ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : {a) Yes:

() Thero were 8 vacaneies and there were hkely to be 8 more during
the current year.

(¢) As there wan o prospest of 2 additional appomtments falling
vaoant during the current year, 18 eandidates out of the 25 resommended
by the Belestion Board were selested for sppointment to vacaneies as they
oseur. Of theae, 4 were Hindus, 8 Sikhs end 11 Muslims and the names.
were arranged in & list according to age irrespective of community or other
contiderations and candidates were to be appointed in the order in which:
their names were on the List, this being the prinsiple on which rules for
superior provincial services have been drafted. A larger number of Muslm:
candidates was selested g0 as partially to redress the undue preponder-
ance of the appointments held by the Hindu community. The peruantages
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{Hon. Malik Firoz Khon Noon.] :
of the 8 msin communities among Assistant Surgeons before the appoiné-
ments under econsideration were as followa :—

; Per cend.
Hindus .. .. e e .. 54.8
Muslims e .. 22.9
Bikhs .. ve e Sen .. 18.6

The peroentages after the new appointments are made will be as fol-
Tows +— ' : '

; Per cent.
Hindus .. .. . Ve 51
Muslims . .o . 273
Sikhs .. . : e 18

{@) A copy of the correspondenoe-i.s laid on ;‘;l;e table.

[Copy of lebtar, dated Lahors, Ist April 1930, from Diwan Hahadur Rejs Nazzyoa Naex,
Member, Logislaiive ("ouncil to the Hon'ble Minister for Local Self-Government.)
The term3 of refersnce in the Roard of Selection for Proviuaiel Medical Service of whioch
I am a membar are that oub of the applicants 25 persons have to be selesfed of whom 12
should he Mualimse, 8 Hindu., & Sikhs nad 2 othees, 1 consider this communal alaszideation
1o b incompatible with the avowed policy of Gavernment which was fully explained by
Sic Geofirey 1eMontmorancy on the 19th of July 1917 in i:hnla Lesalative Conncil.
i3 Fxocllenay the Vireroy also in one of his recent speeches has given expression to the
game view, namely that merit should he the test for recriitwent subject to the consider-
stion thst no clasa or commtanity should be ellowed to preponderate in any service,
* " 1n the Madical Servios in which tachnical qualifications are essentisl communal consideras
tions should not dstermins the aelaction boyond giving eflect to the pressnt policy that no
oless o community shonld be allowed to absorb all appointments. Kmnngat the epplicanta;

T find several whose posts were broughit under rednction and who have thersfore & prior claim:-

40 reappointnrent regardless of all commuonal consideraiions,

T wish to know if in view of the sbove you are prepared o modify the terms of reference
80 83 to allow seloction being made on merit without allowing any elass or community o absorb
all appointments. :

[ shomnl1 liks to have an sagwer before the noxt meeting of the Beloction Board.

[Copy of Dami-Ofsial No. 13337-Medl., dated Lahore, the L4th April 1920, from the
Secretary, Transferced Departments, to DNwen Bshadur Roja Narnzapzd Nara,
Member, Letislative Council. ]

{ ay desived to thank you for your leiter, dated the 1st of Ajwril 1030, to the Bononrabla
Minister, in nonneebion with the termas of reference of the Board of Selestion appointed to seledt
wandidates for the Provinciz] Medioal Sorvice, and to say that Government kave no desire to
mtke any departure in the presont, ense from the avowed poliay of Government which, es yon
Inow, was fully exrelainad in the apeech of Sir Geofirey deMontmorency &y Finance Member
4n the Legislative Uouncil on the 18th of July 1037, ‘That speech laid down four
oonditions of which the first and lzst apply directly to the present case. The first condition s
that the saprame need of efficlency shoald always be kept in view. In this connection T am
dasired to invite your sttention to the concloding wraph of my lotter No. 7072, dated the
976k of Fabruary 1930, to the Inspsotor-Geneeal of Civil Hospitala which is, I think, the letier
you have in mind when referring in vour letter to the terms of reforence, That somtence

runy as follows :—
1t ig olenr that in making selection for the Punjab Civil Medival Service medical quali-
fications are the most important consideration, but other things teing equal
the fmot: that a candidate is an agrienltnrist or that he has & good record of pur-
sonal or family services may be taken into consideraiion.”

1 think vou will be sstisfisd that in this connsction Govprament have deﬁgitelyis.id down
$hab marit ie to be the frst consideration. Govarnmoent is also glad to lezrn from the Inspestor-
Lancral of Civil Hospitalsthatin the ssloction of cendidates you and othér members of the
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“Baard have selestod the very ablest eandidates out of all the sommanities and thay no
Havouritism hug been shuwn, thus it sesms that the selection by the Bosrd itself has grocteded
-on the linee which yom have in your mind. -

As rognrds the reqnest of Government to the Selection Boerd tliat out of the 25 persons
-tn be renommended 12 should be Muslims, & Hindos, 5 Sikhs, and 2 others, 2n impression appears
< “to have been formed in your mind that Government have fixed thess proportions for the actual
-appointments, As a matter of fact only 16 persons have to be appointed out of 25 to be recom -
-mended by the Bosrd and the proportions of the varions commnnities have not yet besn fixed
by Government, and when fixing these proportions (Government will pet in complete conformity
with the announrement of 3ir Ceofirey deMontmorency referred to in your letter. F& mey,
‘however, intereat yon to know the strength of the various communities in the present provincial
«eadro of the P. C, M. 8. A statement i= attached herewith. You will notice that amongst the
Asggtant Surgeons at present the Muslims are 22.9 per cent., Bindus §4.3 per ceat., Sikha
18.6 per cont. and others 4.2 per cent. If you take into ronsideration the speclal pests and the
“Civil Surgeoncies these proportineg are—

. Per cend.
Muslims o . e e 25,87
Hindua . . - . .- 64,84
Sikhe . . e .- 17.42
Otbors . . . 8.8Y

In making the new sppointments Government propose to be very carelul to ensurs that
*5he selections made will not lead to the preponderance in the service of eny clase or community,
-and trugt thet you will be satinfiad that your apprehension that one community is going to
allowed to ebsorb all the appointments Ii premeture and witheut reel fonndation. Governs
ment have not yet finally fixed the preportion of the appointmentas to be allotied to each of the
various commuanities, and trust thet when the recommendstions of the Board of whieh you are
& momber are received and the appointments are actually mads, you will find that there is no
. ground For oriticising the actions oryg‘rovemment in this matter, and that the ap tients have
been made in strict conformity with the fourth condition referred to Bir Geoffrey
deMontmoreey’s speech as Finance Member in July 1927, namely, that recruitment should be
80 conducted as to aveid any undue prepondorance of one calss in  the  public services to the
axclusion of the reasonable clzims of other classes of the community.

~ STATEMENT.
& | I
4 PERCENTAGEY,
=1
)
‘s - -
¥ ] . = - .
HEAEAEREREREAERE
- 2 :5' B io.l& |a & | &
“Spociol posts toal 2l a) .| .. |ssa]esr| .. 1 ..
~Qivil Surgeona ‘e 9 3 b 1 . 33.8 | 65.6 | 11.1 .
- Agsistant. Surgeons ] 1407 "32| 78| 28 6l226]64.3]|18.6| 4.2
-and the fignres for all P.C.
M. B. posta taken together ,
work out at— '
i 168 37 86 v 6 [23.87 |54.84 [17.42 | 3.87

[ Copy of letter, dated Labore, the 24th April 1930, from Diwan Bahadur Raja
Narexora Narm, Member, Legisletive Council, to the Hon'ble Minister for
Loosl Self-Government, Punjab. ] :

I am jn receipt of Mr. Mitchell's Demi-Offieial No. 13337-Medl., defed the 14th of April
-and I am glad 0 learn that in asking us to send the names of 12 Muslims, 6 Bindus, 5 Sikhs,
-and 2 others, you do not menn to indicate thet the sppointmenta are o be made in the same pros
Jportion, ' .
. ) B9 .. .
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 [Hon. Malik Piroz Khan Noon,]

’ So for as the egriculturists end non-sgreulturists are concerned you lay down the rule-
" that other things eyual an sgricultarist is to be preferred. Tt is not clesr [rom your letter
whether the same principle is to bs ohserved in seleotion of nanies of candidates telonging to
differnt commaupities, The proportivns which you have fixed for commonities evidently con-—
fliot with the prineiple Izid down for sgricultnrista and non-agrienltutista, .
Any rolercuce to the proportions hetween communities in the existing cadre is in my
opinion irtelovant, for the low proportion of any perticuler coxmunity must have been dus to
the fact (acauming that the suthorities making the appointments were impartial in their selec--
tion) that pofficient number of efficient men were not forthcoming from that community. An.
attempt o bring the recrvitiment of difierent communitiez to proportions approximating to-
their vumerical strength in the pepulation must lead to that proportion being kept up in future-
reernitments. The maintenence of communel proportions therefore takes priority over eonsi-
derations of merit, which is not the arowed policy. According te that policy, merit is the-
gole consideration subject to the condition that no community absorbs all aproiuiments ¢m
T sending up.the names of 12 Muslitns, 6 Hindos, 5 Sikhs snd 2 others we may be com™
to strike out peveral men from the Bindo and Sikh lists of much superior merit to those-
whom we select from the Muslim Het. I-will e in & position to send up a fnller note when the-
Yisks are finally made up. . .

*

Sixe REPBESENTATION IN ProviNCiAL Crvin Bmrviom.

*2064, Sardar Buta Singh: Will the Chief Seoretary be pleased io
gtatovw
() the total namber of listed posts in the Provineial Civil Serviee
Exooutive Branch) ;

() the number of posts in the selestion grades of the same servioe ;

(¢) whether there is any Sikh holding either a listed post or work--
ing in the selection grade ?
Mr.D.].Boyd : (a) 8.
RORE
{¢) No.

ArpraNTioR ENeINEEERS, Hmno-Emcmﬁm BrawcH.
#2965, Sardar Buta Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for-
culture be pleased to sta :
ieul be pleaged to state—

(a) the number of paid apprentice engineers in the Hydro-Eleotrie-
Branch of the Public Works Department at present ;

(6) how many of the paid apprentice engineers are Sikhs ;

(¢) what will be the designation, ¢adre, seale of pay and annual’
inarement of these paid apprentices when they will be ap-
pointed as permenent assistant engineers and how long ap--
proximately will it take these people to seoure those eppoint--
ments ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: () Eleven.
@ One. |
{¢) All appointments in the Hydro-Electric Branch are on & temporary

basis while the scheme s under construction. The permanent organization:
for its subsequent working hes not yet beon sanotioned,
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Amaw Pasanp Jamare, LupHIANA,

*2366. Rai Babadur Lala Mohan Lal : Will the Chief Secretary be
pleased to state—

(@) whether there exisis an Amen Pagand Jamait in Ludhisna ;

{b) if the reply to the above be in the affirmative, what are its
objeats ; how many Hindus, Musl'ms, 8ikhs and Christians
are ity members ; _

{¢) what work has the Aman Pasand Jamait done in removing the-
friotion prevailing between the difforent communities ta the

: distriot ?
Mr.D.].Boyd: () The answer is in the affirmative.
() The objects are—
{) the maintenanee of the public peacs ;

(i%) the safegnsrding of one’s legal rights ;

(i) the oreating of sympathy and good soeial velations among
peopls ;

( ) the sappression of sll activities likely to lead to a disturbance
of the peace and to be against the interests of the country.

The Jamiat consists of 421 members, of whom 29 are Hindus, 81 are
¥Bikhs and the vest are Muslims.
{¢) Government have no information on the subjeet.

Avax Pasanp Jamarr, LUDHIANA.

*2967. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohnn Lal ; Will the Chief Scerefary be
Pleysed to state—
{a} whether it is a faot that the Aman Pasand Jamait in Ludhiana
called & meeting on the 22nd of April which was attended by
the publis ;

(b) whether it is & fact that the police wag either called or came
iteelf in the meeting and beat the people ;

{¢) whether it is a fact that the Ludhiana Bar Asgociation passed
& resolution on 28rd April 1930 condemning the aotion of
the poliee for using viclence in the meeting ;

(4} if the reply to the above be in the affirmative, will the Govern- _
ment be pleased to state the eireumsianees under which the
police used foree in dispersing the meeting ? |

Mr. D. }. Boyd : (a) Yes.

{b) The Aman Sabha, in view of the threat of d1sorder announced at &
“Congress meeting on the previcus day, appealed for police assistance and 2
-head constables and 80 constables were present at the meeting along with a
magistrate deputed by the Deputy Commissioner. In view of the pre-
sence of a large hostile erowd tbe meeting had to be posiponed and the
magistrate, after eonsulting the Deputy Commissioner, ordered the orowd,
whioh was stoning the police, tc disperse. On their failing to obey the
-order the police dispersed them by a baton charge. .
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{¢) Yes.

(@) The incident is under edjudioation by a eourt of law and no reply-
ean be given until the oage I8 decided. -

Punasap Hreaurs ScEooL.

*2968. Mr. E. Maya Das: Will ibe Honourable Minister for Loeal.
Beli-Government be pleased to state—

(a) when was the Public Health School established ?
(&) what work has it done year by year since ite establishment ?
(¢) how many dais have been trained by the:school ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: {} The school was.
first established by the Lady Chelmsford League in 1922, and taken over-
by Government as a provineial institution on the 1st April 1927,

{b) and (¢) A statement is laid on the table.

Work done by the Punjab Health School year by year since its
establishment.

{b) The following work has been done at the Punjab Health Sehool.

Health Visitors were trained year by year as detailed In amswer to-
Question No. 1738 _(b).

An infant Welfare Centre was attached to the School in 1922 for practi-
cal training of the Health Visitors. The reecords for 1922—27 are not avail-
able, those from 1927—80 are detaﬂed below —

‘1927.28. | 1028-29. | 1929-30.

Numler of attendance st Infant Weliere C'antm . 1,939 2,937 4,722

Hguse to house visiting . _ - 2,635 8,207 4,180

Awnts-Natal work — )
Cases under obgervation . ., - we 324 368 628 .
Cases sent to Hospital . .. R4 71 41
Number of deis trained . Ve . 10 10 30-
Nuomber of labour ceses attended . “e 56- 4 8B
Number of cases in which medical aid callad .. 3 [+ 8
Number of vaccina!ion of bables v s . 497 360

The Principal, Punjab Hoalth Sehool being the Inspectress of Health.
Vigitors and Health Centres is responsible for the posting of the trained.
Health Visitors. She also oarries out inspestion of the sentres.

(¢) 12.

Lapy Huante VISITORS-GRANTS TG LOUAL BODYES,
*2069. Mr. E. Maya Das: Wil the Honourable Mindater for Local’
Self-Government be pleased to state what grant hag Government given year-
by year to loeal bodies towards the cosi of employment of Lady Health.
Visitors ever sineo their first employment in the provines ?

. Pagn 31 infra.
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The Honourable Malik Fivoz Khan Noon: Lady health visitors
are employed sometimes by local bodies direct and sometimes by un-
officie] health associations or other organizations on which the looal
body is usnally well represented. The grants mede by Government to
lIocal bodies and Health Associations towards the cost of lady health

visiters have been as follows »—

_ - Rs.
(ranted in 1928-29 . .- .. 20,620
Granted in 1929-80 . .. . 22,487
Provided in Budge$ for 1930-31 . . 15000

Prior to the year 1998-29 Government for some years placed an annusl
grant of Re. 15,000 per annum at the disposal of the Lady Chelmsford
Lengue which distributed the amount to the authorities mamtammg the
health centres. _

Invicenous Dais.

*2970. Mr. E. Maya Das: Will the Honourablo Mmstet for Looal
Self-Government be pleased to state—

{a) whether it hag been brought to fhe nofice of Government by
official reports or otherwise that indigenons Dais if trained
soon lapse info old ways unless their work is confinuoudy
supervised ;

{#) i so, what action Government proposes to take to guard
againgt it ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : () It is not possible to
say whether this specific point has ever been brought out in official re-
ports of the Pubhc Heslth Dep&rtment but these reports and representa-
tions received from private bodies end individuals, have frequently stressed
the importance of establishing health eentres to train and #esist dais work-
ing the ares swrounding such centres.

(6) Government already provides funds for—

(i} the training and inspection of health visgitors; and _

(w) grants-in-eid ¢o health cemtros. With - this assistance from
Government it is for municipal and private enterprize io extend the num-
bers and spheres of influence of such health ecentres and so provide iueressed
supervision over the work of indigenous dais.

TramING oF Dais.
2971, Mr. E. Maya Das: Will the Honourablo Mimstar for Local
Belf-Government be pleased to state—

{a) whether it is a fact that only a fow women are. prepared to re-
ceive training as Dats under the supervision of men and many
actually refuse to do so;

(b} if so, wha steps Government proposes to take i;o make suitable
arrangements for their fraining in such cases ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khen Noon: (¢) Government have
no information.

(b) At present Dais are frained partly af the Pl]n]ab Health School
under lady teachors, parily at heelth centres under lady health visitors

sre partly in female hospitels under lady doctors.

e . . R R
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INDIGENOUE AND TRAINED Dais.

*2372. Mr.E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Minister for Looal
Self-Government be pleased io state—

_{a) whether it is a fact that in the oase of expeotant mothers .at-

tonded by indigonous Dais, the death rate is higher than
_ in the case of those attended by trained Dais;

(b) if 80, whether it is a faot that thls result is d1mct1y attributable - -
to the orude and harmful meihods employed by thoss un-
trained Dais ;

{¢) whether Government maintain any record of the cases atbended
to by the trained and wnirained Dais with tho resultant con-
dition of the patient, and if so, whether it would be laid on
the table?-

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: (z) No statistics
are avsilable regarding the mortality smongst expectant mothers atéended
by trained and unérained Dass respectively but an investigation made in
Lahore some years ago showed that the rate of mortality both of mothers
end infants was muoch lower amongst women attended by trained Dais
working under the supervision of the siaff of the Punjab Health School
than the corresponding rates for Lahore city as a whole.

(®) In any sphere of life the methods employad by a tmmed workel:
musir( ob;qlously be superior to those employed by an unirained worker.
¢) No

TRAINED AND UNTRAINED Dués—INrmen MORTALITY.

*2973, Mr.E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Minister for Losal
Self-Government be pleased to state—

() whether if is a fact that among babies born whose mothers wers
attended by indigenous Dads, the death rate is highor than
in the case of those attended by trained Dais ;

(b) if so, whether Government maintaing any statistios of such
cages and whether these would be laid on the fable ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: (#) Atfenfion is
invited to the reply given to Council question No. 2972 (above).

{b) No.

GoverxMENT ZENANA IxpysTRIAL S0HOOL, LARORA.

*2974. Rana Firoz-ud-din Khan : - Will the Honourable Minister for
Bducation please state—

{a) the number of students in the Government Zenana Indusbrial
Sohool, Lahore ;

(b) whether i is & fact that the number of students has beon rapidly
inoroasing, and there is a demand for a suitable hostel for
roufassil students ; if g0, what ateps has Government taken to
- meet thab demand

~ (¢) what is the number of gimilar instibations in the province ;

" {d) what arrangements (Government intends to make for the train-

ing of lady teashers o ran these institutions ?

'
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The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (a) 186.

(®) Yes. The question of providing a hostel will reseive considera-
tion.

{c) Ten including eight aided or private institutions.

d) A proposal for the establishment of & teacher’s fraining olass in
: has been approved, and will be introduced next year subjeot %o
the provision of funds.

ProviNoran Porion. SERVIOE.

*2975. Sardar Harbakhsh Singh: Wil the Honourabls Finance
Member be pleased to state——
(@) how many appointmonts are held by tho Sikhs in the Provin-
cial Police Service ;
(b) what is the percentage fixed for.the Sikh eommunity in thesa
appomtments
(¢) whether it is & faot that very few appointmente in this serviee
ave held by the Jat Zamindar Sikhs ?
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (a) Eight, or a liftle over 18 .
per cent. of the totel strength of the oadre, -
(b) no percentage is fixed.
{6) four appoinfments are hald by Jat Slkhs which is a fair proportion,
«wongidering the representation of that elass in tha ranks of the forpe.

Inpian Porios SBRVICOE.

*2976. Sardar Harbakhsh Singh: Wil the Honourable Finance
Member be pleased to state—

(@) whether it iz & fact that out of the Jat Zamindars of the
Punjab both Sikh end Muslim, there is a Jat Sikh who
qualified himself in the Indian Police Service in the compe-
titive examination of 1929;

(b} if 8o, whether the claims of such a person for an appointment
in the provinovial service at the next sclestion will be eon-
sidered ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (s) The personal files of
-candidates, who are permitted to sif for the Indian Police Examination,
-are sent in qriginal to the Government of India ; Government is therefore
unable without enquiry to say whether ong of those who qualified in 1929
was & Jat Sikh.

() The claims of oandidates who sat for the Indian Police Examina-
‘tion are considersd along with those of other candidates for the provin--
«wial serviee, provided that applications are received from them.

Boarpine Housh #or INDUSTRIAL BoH0OL, PANIPAT,
*2977. Chaudhbri Baldev Sirgh: Will t.he Honourable Minister
for Education kindly state—

(a) whether it is a faok that there is no boarding house attached
to the newly started indusérial school at Panipatb ;
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(%) whether it is & fact that the upper storey of the present school
" building can easily be converted into & boarding house for-
the school ;

(6} whother it is & fact that Chaudhri Hari Singh, a veriigcular teacher -
of the seid school, offered fo work as an honorary superin--
tendent till the Government could find money for the board--

house ;

{@) if so, whether Government is prepared to incur tha other ex--
penges of about Re. 500 ?

'(Ir;l)neNHonuurable Mr. Manohar Lal: () Yes.
o

(¢) Yes, but Government does not eonsider it desirable to aceept the-
offer of his serviees to work as honorary superintendent.

{&) Does not arise.

Exrna AssisTant (OMMIBSIONEER'S—BOARD TO RECOMMEND DIREOT
NOMINATIONS FOR POSTS OF.

#2978. Diwan Babadur Raja Narendra Nath: Will the Chief’
Seerotary be pleased to state—

{z) whether the Board appointed to recommend direct nominations
to the post of Extra Assistant Commissioner under Register-
C is & permanent one ;

() the appointments made this year communitywise on the Board 8:
recommendation a8 alse the sppointments eommunit
msado this year from Registers A and B of Exira Assistant.
Commigsioners ?

Mr.D.). Boyd: {a) Yes.

() No appointments have yet been made on the recommendation of
the Selection Board. TIf the honourable member wishes to know the num-
ber of candidates selected by the Governor in Council on Registers A, B.
and C during the surrent year, the information is as follows :—

. Muslims, | Hinduy, Sikhs. [Christians..
Register AT . . .. 4 1 1 '
Registor A.-IT . . . 2 1 1
Register. B, . . «. | Candidates will be celected on the resalt of
the comypstitive examination to be held in-
. October 1930,
. Register O, . . .6 2 1

Fosmian LIQUOB, LICHNBE FOR SALE IN CINEMAS AND THEATREHR,

*2979, Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable Minister for-
Agriculture be pleased to state—
() whether it is & fact that in eonsequence. of representations made-
by persons interested in temperance it wae decided in the year-
1098-24 to disecontinue the lieenses for sale of foreign liquor-
at bars of ¢inemas and theatres throughont the province ?
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(b) whether it is & faet that the decision with regard to cinemas
and theatres was subsequently modified so as to permit
licences to be grented to those institutions on the resom-
mendations of the local bodies within whose jurisdietion per-
formances are given ; '

{c) whether this modified decision i still being esrried out ;

(@) whether it is a fact that the Lahore Municipal Commitice by a-
resolution No. 17, dated 4th April 1925 resolved eancelling:
its previous resolution, dated 29th November 1924, regarding
bar licences to Madan Thestre and that no bar licences should
be granted for theatres or ecinemas ;

() whether it is a fact that in spite of the resolution of the Lahore-
Munieipal Committee withdrawing its recommendations end
refusing to recommend the grant of bar Licence, the Govern~—
ment: has not cancelled the li_eenee 3 if 80, why ; ‘

(f) whether. the sttention of the Government was specifically drawn
to this infringement of its deelared policy, by the President
of the Punjab Temperance Society, Lahore, by a letter, dated
10th March 1926 addressed to the Finaneial Commissioners,,
Punjab ;-

{9} whather it is a fact that no reply was sent to this letter ;

(k) what action, if any, was taken on this representation ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (o) Yes.

(b) Yes. ’

() Yes.

{(d) Government received no copy of such resolution.

{¢} It appears that the Municipal Committee of Lahore, affer having:
recommended the grant of the licences, wished to have them eancelled.
It would be unressonable io expeet Gove nment, after a license has jusé.
been issued, to cancel thafi license becanse a local body ehanges its mind.

(f) Yes. _ i
(6) Yes. But a reply had already been given to a letter on the same

subjoet to the President. The reply to the earlier letter appears to have
been received after the second letter had issued.

() No action was taken on the second representation. It will, bowsver,
be seen that in the recently revised conditions for sueh licenses the sale of
liquor to students and minors has been forbidden.

LiquoRr LIcENOB, Mazpas RESTAURANT, LAHORE. - “

*2980. Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable Minister for

Agriculture be pleased to state— _
(a) whether Government i aware that the Lahore Municipal Com-
mittee by & resolution of April 1980 did not recommend the-

grant of a licenee to Mazda restanrant om Maeleod Road,
Lahore ;
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(b) whether it is & faol that in spite of this resolution the Mazda
restaurant is still selling Liquor ;

{¢) whether the requivements of notification No. 98-—(vide page 254
of Exoise Manual, Volume I, 1925 Edition) complied with
before granting a liconce to Mazda restourant for retail vend
of liquor for consumption on the premises at Maeleod Road ;

(d) what steps were taeken to ascertain the opinion of the residents
and owners of the property in the neighbourhood and will
the Government bs pleased to give the names of the persons
who were aonsulted ;

{¢) whether the opinion of the munieipal committee was awaited
before permitting the sale ; if not, what were the grounds
for such mrgeney ;

{f) whother it is a fact that the Mazda- restautant is olose to the
hostel of the Medical College ;

{(g) whether it is also a fact that the Principal of the Medical Col-
lego protested in writing against the grant of this licence ;

{h) it 8o, whether Government intend to resonsider their deeision
now

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (a) Yes.

{b) Yes.

{¢) No. Since the change was only to new premises in the same locality,
qotice was originelly only given to the residents of the neighbourhoed and
1ot to the Munieipal Commities.

(d) (5) The proposal was proclaimed in the neighbourhood by bead
-of drum.

(#) The Senior Superintendent of Police.
(¢) No; becanse the Committee did not reply within the preseribed
Jperiod of $en weeks.
{f) The digtance is about 220 yazrds.

{g} He only forwarded the representation of the Secretary of a Temper-
ance Society, and asked that if the siatements contained in the representa-
tion wers corract, the restaurant should not he located near the hostel.

(k) Not till the period of the present license expires.

. Berr sEoP 1N Hira MaANDI, LARORE.

*2981. Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable Minister for
Agriculture be pleased fo state—
{@) on what grounds was a beer shop-licensed in Hira Mandi nesc
Fort Lahore ;

() whethier it is o fact that ono of the reasons was to serve the
neods of British soldiers living in the Fort ;




STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 1%

{¢} whether ii is a fact that a deputation consisting of Khan Baha--
dur Shaikh Amir Ali, retired Distriet and Sessions Judge and
others waited wpon the Deputy Commissioner, Lahore, and
again on the Honourable Minister for Agriculture and urged the-
removal of the beor shop from the prasenﬁ gite in Hirs.
Mandi ;

{(d) whether it is & fact that the place where the shop is situated.
i8 close to Dyal Singh High School and Minto Park; is on
the way to Gurdwars Gura Arjun Dev and I{mdu crematlon
grounds ;

(e) whether it is a fast that by the sale of plots in the Fort ares,
lnrge and magnificent buildings have been put up and this
ghop i just opposite the residential srea which has been
newly built ap and i8. now oeeupied by highly respestable
citizena of Lahore, to whom the contmuance of this shop is
highly objectionable ; !

(f) if so, what steps Govommm;'mtend to take in the matter ?

- The Honourable Sardar Jogendra Smgh 1 (o) Because

. there was a demand for it.

{b) This is not apparent from the available records.

(»} On September Srd 1926, a deputation waited on ‘me. It is not
clear from; the record whether Khan Bahadur Shaikh Amir Al was & mem-
ber of the deputation. The removal of the Hira Mandi heer shop wes
requested.

(d) Yes.

(¢} Yes, but I am not aware that the continuanoce of thm shop is ob-
jectionable to the residents of the locelity. ;

(f) Twill make farther énquiries.

Liquor spoP (DapasBOY 8HOP) NBAR RALwaY SraTioN, LAEORE.

#9982, Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable Minister for
Agriouliure be pleased to state—

(a) when the license to open b-2 license (?) liquor shop (Dadabhoy
shop) in the chauk of the reilway station on Ma.eleod Road,
Lahoro, was granted ;

(b)) what were the reesons for permifting the opemng of this shop,
when liquor sould be had for purchase in six other piaces
in this vieinity ;

{c} whether it iz a fast that the licence for this shop was originally
granted to Mr. Creig Adams;

(@) what is the amount for which these rights hs.ve heen transferred
to Mr. Dadabhqy :

(¢) whether it is & faet that the site selested for : mtai] sale of
liguor in olose to the shauk of the railway station, Railway
Techuical Sohool, Vietoria Diamond Jubilee Hindu Technion}
Iustitute, Mosque of Australia Building, Mela Ram’s tank
and Mool Chand’s temple ;
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{f) whether it i3 a act that tho Punjab Temperancs Sosiety, Luhore,
sent a representation for the removal of this shop ;

(g) whether if is & fact that a deputation oonsisting of Khan Baha-
: dur Sheikh Amir Ali, retired District and Sessions Judge
and others waited npon the Deputy Comruissioner, Liahore,
in Pebruary last and urged among other things the removal

~ of B. Dadabhoy liguor shop on Macleod Road ;

(k) whether it is a feot that another similar deputation waited
upon the Honourable Minisfer for Agriculture ~who was
pleased to ask for a written representation on that point;
whether it i3 a faet thet & written representatmn was made
in pursuance of this suggestion in April lasb ;-

(% Whether any aotion was taken on this representation, and if so,
what ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir ]ogendra Singh: The required
nformation has been ealled for from the loeal officéra and a raply will be
-sommunioated to the honourable membsr when ready.

HarpreNmvgs IN Ganpm MaNDaP, JULLUNDUR, Unowmul. quumr
CoMMITTEE.

+2983., Pandit Mehar Chand : Will the Honourable Finanee Member
he pleased to state—

(2) whether it is a fact that an unofficial Enquiry Committee was
appointed on 8th May by the Citizans of Jullandur ‘to- enquire
into the happenings of 5th May in Gandhi Mandop, Jul-
lendur ;

(b) it so, whether Government has regeived & copy of the report:
from the President of the Enquiry Commitieo ;

(9) whether and if so what aotion the Government proposes to take
sgainst the polioe officiale concerned a8 & result of the findings
of the Commities ;

{d) what action the Government proposes io take to prevent the
repetition of these untoward and unpleaaant events in the
{utare ?

The Honourable Sir Henxy Craik: (a) and (b) The Government
"has received a oopy of & report which purports to be that of an anofficial
-enquiry committee appointed by the ertizens of Jullundar on 6th May to
-enquire into the happenings at Gandhi Mandap at Jullundur on 5th May.
The report was reseived from the President of the Committee.

) Enguiry into the facts has besn made by the Deputy Commisgionsr
.and the Commisgioner. The mesting of the Hth had actually consluded
_gnd the Chairman, Raizada Hans Raj, was congratulating the police on the
oonsiderate manner in which they had discharged their duties when some
“bricks were thrown at the police. The Sub-Inspestor appealed to the
-Chairman to stop the brick-throwing, which he endeavoured to do, but
-without suocess. Eloven policemen were injured and it became necessary
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“to disperse the orowd by force. The Government are satisfied that “the
police did not use more fores than was necessary and do noﬁ propose to take
-any action against the poliee offisials concerned.

'(d) It the organizers of such meetings will ensure. orderly oondnot

-on the part of t.hose attending the meetings, foreible dmpersals will- noti be
nesossary.

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohen Lal : Has the Government got the
“written statement attributed to Raizada Hans Raj as alleged by the honour-
:able member ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Cra:k I made no allsgation about
-8 written statement.

Rai Babadur Lala Mohan Lal: The honourable membor referred
to a statement of Raizada Hans Rej. Has the Government got that

statement in writing, beoause it is contrary to the st&temant made befora
ithe committee by Raizada Hans Raj ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think we have got it.
Baut, if the honourable member will give notice of the questlon, I wil
#nquire,

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Has the honourable i:nﬂmber seen the
Toport of the committee of which Rai Bahadur Lals Mohan Lel was the

Chairman ? Does the Government propose to issue a.ny sontradiotion to
that report ?

'The Honoarable Sir Henry Craik: No.

Lala Mukand Lal Puri : Is the Government in position to eontra-
diot it P '

The Honourable Sie Henry Craik ¢ Yos.
Dr. Gokul Chand Narang ; Then, why not do so ?
The Honoarable Sir Heary Craik : I have done so in my answer.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : By means of 2 pabliz report in reply
%o that roport or by.a communigqué ?

The Honourable SirjHenry Craik : I do not think that is nesessary

Porrmioar. MOVEMBNT—ARRESTS TN JULLUNDUR AND LUDH]LANA DISTRIOTH.

*2984. Pandit Mehar Chand : Will the Hommrable Finanos Member
be pleased to state the number of arresta made in Jullundir and Ludhians
digtriets in eonnection with the present non-viclent pohtma.l movement ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : :
Jullundur . . .\ . 172 and
Ludhiana .. .- s 130

Government does not a.ceept the honourable member’s dessription
«of the movement in these two distriets as nun—wo]ems._
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Porior acTioN AT Pownr House, AMRITEAR,

*2085. Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : Will the Honourable the Finanee
Member be pleased to state—

(¢) whether it is 2 fact that on the 9th June the consumers attended
the Power House, Amritear in great numhers to pay up their
hills for eIectnmty :

(%) whether it is & fact that three policemen were requisitioned
to meet the rush and-about 4¢ policemen went to the Power
Houss ;

(¢) whether the police gave any beating to the consemers ;

(@) if the answer to part (c) is in the affirmative, what was the just-
fication on the part of the police for this action ;

{e) whether it i8 a fact that the Municipal Committee, Amritsar,
passed a resolution condemning the action of the police and
urging that the police officars concerned may. be properly
punished; .

() i so, what action Government proposes to take in the matter ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes.

(b) Three constables were originally requisitioned. The crowd which
nambered 500 or 600 persons having forced their way into the municipal
electrical department’s office had begun to breek the furniture and windows.
The three eonstables being unable to control the crowd, further reinforce-
ments were sent for successively and in all sbout 50 constables were employed.

(¢) and (d). Inspite of the arrival of these reinforcements, the crowd.
eontinued to be rowdy and to destroy property. They were ordered by the.
City Deputy Supermtendent of Police to leave fshe premises but refused to.
do 8o and were dispersed by force.

(¢) Yes ; a resolution to this efiect was carried by & majority of 11 votes-

£0 9 on the 19th.of June. On the 20th of June thé committee passed & reso-
Jution sympathising with those who received injuries, whether public or
police. At a subsequent meeting on the 25tk of June, it was decided sfter
a prolonged discussion that no enquiry should be made,
, Government hes no prepent infention of takihg any action in the-
matter. It is understood that & eomplaint by & pnvate mndividual agamst
# head constablo and 2 constables has been lodged in the court of & magis--
trate,

GLABEII’IOATION AND PRIVIZEGES OF PRISONEES.

#2986. Lala Keshoram Sekbri: Wil the Honoureble the Finance-
Member be pleased to state—
(6) the: classifications of convieted and undertrial pmonem a.nd.
privileges of each clags: _
{t) whether it is & fact that A, B and C class prisoners are entltleti
to sleep in the open from April to October while as 2 matter-
of fact these prisoners are locked in their eells from 7-80 r...
to 5-15 a.m, ;



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 17

{0} whether any separate sanitary atrangements are made for these
three elagses of prigoners ;

{d) whether it is e fact that A, B and C class pmaners use the same
letrines as are used bv ordinary prisoners, and there is no
privacy while answering the call of nature,

(e) whether it is & fact that oll the jails are not provided with the
- amenities sanetioned for A, B and € class prisoners and those
when confined in some of them gat no such privileges ?

.. The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (2} There are two classes for
under-trials, viz :—'* Betler class ' and Ordmary " AR regards convicted
Ptisoners, there are three clagses, viz., class ‘ A,” * B’ and * ¢’ Those under-
" trials who are clasged as * better claas ¥ and those convieted prisoners who
are classified “ A ' or * B ” are allowed the privileges enumerated in the two
circular letters of the Inapector-Genera.l of Prisons, Punjab, dated the 22nd
end 28th April 1980, copies of which are laid on the table.

(b) The rules do mot extend the privilege of sleeping outside to any class
of prisoners. But in practice both *“ A"’ and “ B ” elass prisoners are allowed
to sleep ontside, provided the Superintendent can make adequate arrange-
ments for safe custody and discipline.

(¢) As far as it has been possible to do so separate samtary Arrange-
ments have been made.

(@) The majority of “ A and “ B * class prisoners are confined in the
CGujrat Special Jail where every convenience in this respeat has been pro-
vided for.

(e) No,

[Copy of Jetter No. 534-C-48 Pr., dated the 22nd Ap ril 1930, from the .General of
Prisons, Punjah, toell Snperintendexts of Jeilsin the leia .]
Susimor +—Olasses A and B Pri soners.

‘WarH reference to the new Claas A and Bpﬂsome,lhnvathehon&nrtogive below sann.-
tions upto date regarding the classification and treatment of these ;pmmrsa—

I.—CLABSIFIOATION.
Claas A.—Prisoners will be eligible for this class it—
{1) they are non-habitual priconers of good character ; ;
2) thaybysoeiﬁlstatus,edumﬁnnudhahtomhhwebeenmmstomedtoasnpuhr
ving ; snd
(3) they have not been convisted of—
(a} Oﬁ?;::?l invdving elements of emelty, morsl depdﬂion of pmom.ﬁ

(5) seriows or premedila‘aed violenoe ;
{c) Serious offences against property ; ’
(4] oﬂenmrela.ﬁngtoﬂle xoflonm, ﬂre-armand other-

ero’nsmponsvnththeob comnitting an offence o of
em ling an offence to be commﬂtﬁﬁ

{¢) abatment or incitement of offonces falling wiﬂdnthm smb-olauges,

This Class A will take the place of the existing Speoial Class,

Claze B—Privconcrs will be eligible for this oleas who by pocial status, edueation or hab &
«of life have been acenstomed io 6 superior mode of living, Habitasl oners will not be ex
cluded automatically ; the clasaifying auth will be allowed om_to suggest their in
clusion in this class on grounds of character and sntecedents, subject to oonﬁ:mﬁon ot rovigion
by the Loos] Governmuent,

q
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Class (L—Wi]l contist of prisoners who are not classified in Clesses A and B,

Clsasifying outhority will be the High Conrt, Sessions Judgea, District Magistrates, Sub?
Divizional gmt.as and Magistrates 16t Claca {the two latter through the Distriot Magistrate)
in ceses tried by them originally, In cages tried by & Magistrate of 2nd or 3rd Class the Distriob
Magistrate should make the initial recommendation fm: clasgification in Clags A or B to the Looal

Lovernment,
I —S8peenar Jam For A a¥p B Crass yRI90NERS,
eia]l Jail ot Gujrat has been ﬁEened for the confinement for A and B Class prisonera
a.ccustome to the Bagtern mode Buperintendents of Jeils will transfer to this
Bpeeial Jail only those A and B Class prisoners whose classifiention has been confirmed by the
1 Government. Those so classified both Europesn and Indian who sre accustomed to-
'Westem mode ofhvmg {e.g., old. “Eutopean * plags) will, for the present, continie to be sent to
Lahore Central Jail
TI.—DIRT.
A Clags prisoners will be given the following diet, whith is the dietary for the New Clees B
{Bestern mode of living) :—
The &fet laid down for ordinary priseners (lnbouring and non-labouring), with the fllow-
ing alterations and additions —
Ghee, 1§ Chatals, daily 4 Kew of Mustard ¢l
Ghur, 1 Chatak daily in lew of the Gur fssued in present dietrary end as Pecnle,
Potatoes, 2 Chataks.
Milk or Dhai, 4 Chataks. _
Norp.—For meat eaters the above diet will ba isaned, except that on § days of the

Four Chataks mubton {ecsting approximately 2 annae 6 pies) will be given inlien of milk,
On the other two days milk will be given.

Tt 1a estimated that the cost of the above diclary will amount, per head, to—
7 annas 5 plea daily for non-meat-eaters,
9 annaa 3 pies daily for meat-saters.

A Class prisoners are permitted to supplement the prisen diet at thﬁen: own oxpense.
IV.—CrorEmNG.

AOWsms mitted to wesr their own olothing. If they desire clothes at
wiﬂelfeprovidedwlth that preseribed for B Class prisoners,

B ommma-—mmemmde of living) will be provided with the following :—
. During ol Seasons. ’
2 Dhoties (for night use).
2 Puggrees (light gerhe cloth)} or 27 sealed pattern caps,
1 pair—Country shoes ot hoota.
2 Bed sheots (Dasuti).
1 Matresn (Daguti) * Tulai”
2 Pillow cases {Dusuti).
(tc be filled with cotbon cubtings or grass).
2 Towela,
1 Parne {Dasuti) b feet long,
_ During Summer,
2 Kurtas, Dasnti long (fall sleeves).
2 Pyjamas (Daguti) or Dhotis (Light cloth),
Durizg winler.
- 2 Woollen coats {with stand-up collar and full slesves),
2 Woollen pyjamar.
. 2 Flonmel shirts,
2 Cotton Jangise (Drawers)
%Pe.in woollen Sooks,
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Al cobbon materials, and also woollen cloth for over-coats will be mads by Jails.

V,—FURNITURE AND TTENSILS ALL SEa80N8 (EASTRR® MODE OF LIVING}.
Tha. 1i.

Kauls (motal cups),

Tumbler (metal), !
Spoon. . e
I‘Otu. . .

Takht Posh 64— 34 feet or iron bedstead.

{Nore.--At Gujrat, the new coment berths, covered by & razal, will be nsed. }
1 Wooden stool.

1 Wooden teapoy,

1 Hurricane Jantern where no electrie light,

1 Shelf or Cap-board or Box.

VI Aand B Class prisoners, if educated, may be given lights upbo 19 pu,

VIL.—A Clags prisoners may be allowed tho Civil and Miliinry Gazelte ab their own
mXpense,

A and B Jlass prisoners may—
(2) use the Joil library ;
() have their own books, subject to censorship.

Ono copy of Civil and Mititary Gazette and of woekly Piisz Akbbar will, for the pregent,
“besupplied at Government expense to Gujrat Special Jail for the use of prisoncrs,

e e = B

[[Copy of letter No. 872-C—48, Pr., dated the 28th April 1930, from the Inspector-Genoral of
Prisong, Punjab, to all Superintendents of Jails in the Panjab. ] :

Borrgor -—izeses 4 and B Prisonera.

In continuation of this office general Istter No, 534.C., dated 22nd April 1930, I have the
‘honour to state that the following erders have been approved by Government in regard to the
“reatment of A and B Class prisoners :—

{1) LETTERS AXD INTEEVIEWS,

4 class prisomers may writo and reveive one letter and have ona intervisw a fortnight
“jnstead of onve » month a8 at present,

B elass prisonirs may write and receive one letter and have an interview cnes o month.

Publication of matters discussed at interviewa or of the substance of letter received from
-prisoners will entail the withdrawal or surtailment of the privilege.

(i) The weekly Ohronisle and weekly Pifaz Abhbar may be allowed to classes A and B
,(mbmc:i consorship by Jail Superintondent) until the Weekly News Jall paper is properly
egtabli .

(#%) TRAWSFERS oF A Awp B (rAst 00KVIOTS AND UNDRR-TETAL PRISONERS,

Normally third class railway sccommodation should be provided but, where snitabls
~3rd clasa carrieges with proper arrangements are not aveilable, inter-class acoommodation
sghould ba allowed. In any case A and B cless prisoners shonld be allowed to travel by a
“higher class than 3rd oless at their own expense. In this case they will also be zequired to pay
-the difference in fares of their escorta,

{t¢} DIET FoR A AND P Crass goN¥IOTS AND UNDER-TRIAL PRISONEDRES ON TRANSPRE,

They should be allowsd diet approximately of the gams type and not exceeding the sosb

recently ssnctioned in this office general letter No, 3376-G-.1., dated 8th April 1930 and §84.C,;
.dated 22nd Apeil 1930,

A and B Class eonvicts and under-trial prisoners should when on transfer be taken by &
-maobor lorry to and from stations, Handouffs should enly be used if they are necessary. (This
7in & matter for the police to decide).
{v) TREATMENT OF BETTER OLASS UNDRR-TRIAL FRISONERS' ACOOMMODATION,
The ordera conveyed in this office general letter No, 358.00., dated 21st March 1830,

sshonld be complied with, Cellular accommodation where available should be given, Saparate
sBanitary scoommodation shoald be provided where possible. '
' o3
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Dist.—The diet given to B clasa convicted prisoners should be given, with.a right to sup~
ploment it at their own expense, \ :
Olaihing —Uunder the existing rules under-frial prisoners are allowed to wear their owm
alothing. Where each prisoners are insdequately ciad or are uneble to obtain clothing from
cutside, suitablo clothing, which should not be prison clothing, should be provided by the-

jail.

INTERMEDIATE CLAsSES, (OVERNMENT (OLLECE, LaRORE.

*2987. My, Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable Minister for
Edueation please state—

'(a,) how many students joined the Government College, Lahore, in.

the First Year Class in (928 ; ‘
(b) how many of thede wtudents belonged to the first division ;
' (¢) how many students were sent up for the Intermediate examina-
tion of the Punjab University in 1980 for both Aris and
Bcience (Medical and non-Medical) ;

(d) how many have been declared suceessful and in what divisions ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (z) 164.
() 88;

() 189 made up a8 follows:—
Arts—T70,
Science (Medical and non-Medical}—99
(@) 89 as detailed below :—

1st Division. 2nd Division. 3rd Division, Total,
o | n 18 e
Soience (Medioal and non-Medical),
2 22 © g2 : a6
Total N S

COMPLAINT AGAINST ASBISTANT Strnondn, AwmRITsan.
#9988, My. Din Mubammad : Will the Honcurable Minister for
Local Self-Government please stato— '

. (o) whether his attention hag been drawn to the issue of ‘The In-
quilab,” Lahore, dated the 4th July 1930, containing a com-

plaint against the Assistent Surgeon, Civil Dispensary,

Amritsar ; . ) _
(%) whother it is & fact that the said Assistant Surgeon was asked
"7 to éxamine & child who had fallen from & window of a tw

gtoried building on the metalled strest below ;

e
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{¢) whether it is a fact that he refused to come out of his hounse until
- he had & wash and & change, and did aot come -out for an
hour and a helf, when the child was taken back and shown to
. some other doctor ;-
{d) if the above allégations are trus, what aotion does the Govern-
ment propose o take against the said dootor for sach e gross
. dereliotion of duty ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : (¢) Not uxtil the receipt
of the honourable member’s question.

(®) {0) {d@). The report of the local officers is awaited, and it is regrotiod
that no reply oan be given at present. The reply will be forwarded to the
hononrable member in due course.

ILLITERAUY, DISQUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF ﬁnmomu.
CoOMMITTEE,
*2989, Chaudhri Baldeo Singh: Will the Honou:able Minister for
Local Self-Government kindly stato—
(a) whether it is s faot that illiterate persons are . not eligible for
: membership in & municipal eommittes in the Punjab ;
(b) doea this eondition also apply to the oase oi a nominated -
member ? )

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Neen : {9) Yes.

() The selection of nominated members of munmpal committees is
not governed by any rules. :

Busxga Dam axp Haverr Prosaors.

*2990. Chaudhri Baldeo Singh: Will the Honoursble Revenue
Member kindly state— :

(e) whether it is a fact that no action bas so far been taken to
submit the Bhakrs Dam Praject for the sanction of the Gove
ernment of India and the Secretary of State ;

{b) whether the work of the preparation of the Havoh Projeet ia

' nearing eompletion ;

(¢} if the answer to (b) be in the affirmaf ve, when is the Governe
ment going to take in hand the work of the prepmhon of the
Bhakra Dam Pro.]eet ?

. The Honourable Captain Sardar SlkandarHyatthIl(a)Thﬁ
Bhakra Dam Projest has not hean sabmitted to the Beorctary of State
beoause it is not yet ready. . :

® No.
(¢} Does not arise.
- Rai Bahadur Lala Sewak Ram : I want to ask whethor the Gov-
ernment sould give eny reply 23 to when this projest would bo ready.
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The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: It is-
expeoted that the report of the two engineers, the Superintending Engineers of
the Punjab Government and of the Bombay Government, will be submitted:
to Government some time in Qctober next..

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : May I know when these engmeers wers-
appointed ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : Last

aufumn.

ProvincIAL PDL.I.UE SERVIOE,
+299), Sardar Buta Singh: Will the Honourable Finance Member
bo pleased to state—

(] how many a.ppomtmeuts in the provincial police service are
keld by Jat Sikhs ;

() what is the proportion meant to be reserved, for the Sikhs ;

{¢) how many appointments to this servise Goverrment i gomg
to make this year ?

"The Honourable Six Henxy Craik : (&) Four. -
()’ No proportion is reserved for Sikhs or any other ¢ommunity.

() It is not known at present whether any appointment. will be made
this year or not.

AMAN PasanDd JaMATT OF LiUDHIANA.

#2992, Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Will the Chief Seeretary ba
pleased to state whether it is a faet that the members of the Aman Pasand
Jamsit of Ludhiana are those who were responsible for calling troops in
Ludhians in 1919 in spite of the fact that the Deputy Commissioner was
not in favour of this action?

Mr. D, J. Boyd : The Government have no information.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
RecoenrTion oF THE NorTH-WeSTBRN RALWay UNioN,

1714. Mr. M. A, Ghani: Will the Honourable the Finance Momber

be pleased o state—
() whether it is a fact that Mr. Evans, the Deputy Inspector-General
of Police, Punjab, called on Mr. M. A, Khan, General Secretary

" of the. General Worker's Union, North-Western Rallway,
Lahore ;
(b} if so, whether it is a fact that Mr, Evans told Mr. M. A, Khan,
that if he would remove Dr. Batyapal from the Presidentship
. of the Union, it would be reeognised by the North-Westem
_ Railway authorities ;
(9) the reasons for (a) end (8) 2
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[he Honourable Sir Henry Craik: It is regretted that the answer
to this question js not ready. It will be communicated to the konourable
member when ready.

Arzam Raxma, a CLERK OF THE Siira Division oF The Punias ForzsT
DEPARTMENT.
1715, Mr. M. A. Ghani :] Will the Chief fBecretary be pleased to
state— -
(o) whether it is a fact that the Inspector -General of Civil Hospitals,
- Punjab, expressed his willingness to have one Allah Rakha,
o dismissed clerk of the Bimla Division of the Punjab Forest
Department, re-examined hy the Medical Board if the Forest
Department had no objection ;
(b} if so, whether 1t is a fact that the Chief Conservator of the Punjab
Forests did object to the re-examination of the said Allah
Rakhe by the Medical Board ;
{¢) reasons for the objection of the seid Chief Conservator ?
Mr. D. ]. Boyd : It is regretted that the answer to this question
is not ready. It will be communicated to the honourable member when
ready.

GENTRY AND OTHER GRaNT8 IN Corony Bar,

1716. Pandit Nanak Chand : Will the Honourable Member for Re-

¥Yonue be pleased to state—

{a) the names of persons to whom the granis of land (headed Gentry
and other Grants) have been mhade on reduced paynents in
the Colony Bar in 1929 and 1930 ;

(b) the eonditions on which the grants have been made ;

{¢) il posgible, in each case the service for which the grants have been
made ?
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (o) (9
14 persons were selected for landed gentry grants ; and
(#) 417 persons were selected for reward grants in the year 19303
None were selected in 1929 : It would involva considerable labour to give
their names ;
() () The statemeont of conditions applying to (a) (¢) and (a) (u) are
the same and were published in the Punjab Gazells of 2nd June 1930.
(¢) Generally speaking for service to the public, or the adminisira.
tion, in different branches, both in the reserved and transforred sides.

TrapE COMMIBSIOR BRS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

1717. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: Wil the Honomhls
Rovenue Member-please state—
(@) whether the Trade Commissioners appointed by the Govemment
of India in foreign countries include any elecied or nominat-
ed persons from this province ; if so, how many 3
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' (b) if the reply to the above be in the negative, why no person from
. this province was found fit to discharge the duties of a ’I‘ra.dgl
Commisgioper in foreign countries, and what are the specia
qualifications required ina Trade Commissioner ?

 The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (a) It
is understood that no Trade Commissioners have yet been appointed by
the Government of India.

{%) Does not arise. -

(G1A85 INDUSTRY IN THE PUNIAB,

1718, Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Will the Honourable Minis-
ter for Education be pleased to state—

(a) whether it i a faot that in Sir Michael O'Dwyer's regime o grant
of Rs. 5,000 was sanctioned by the Government in the shape of
suhsidy to some glass factory in this provinee ;

() whether it is a fact that this grant was not paid subsequently ;

{¢) whather Government have at present under consideration’ any
proposal to grant subsidy to the glass factories in this province
by way of encouragement ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (o) No.
(% Does not arige,
{¢) No.

G1LASS FACTORIES IN THE PuNsim,

1719. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: Will the Honoureble Min-
ister for Education be pleased to state whether Government have under
conzideration any proposal to grant loans under the Industrial Loans Aet
to certain selected glass factories in the provinee ? '

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : No, a8 no application has
beon received for such help.

TEEMINAL TAX AND OCTROI DUTY AT AMBALA (1Y AND CANTON-
MENT.

- 1720. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Will the Honourable Minis-
-ter for Local Belf-Government be pleased to state :—
(6) whether it is & fact that in the city of Ambala terminel tax has
o be paid on ecommodities such as cotton, wheat, ete., when-
they leave the city and octroi duty is again levied on - same .
when they enter the Centonment ares ; '
() whether it is a fact that this double taxatioh is proving a hind.
rance to the free and healthy development of trade in that
- locality ; ' _ -
() if so, what action Government intend to take in the matter ?
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The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: (a) Terminal fax is
Tevied on certain artioles when they are exported from Ambale Municipality
and octroi ia lsviable on some of them if they are imported into Ambala
Lantonment and are not taken to the flour mills, which are frested as
*“bonded warchouses ”* for the purposes of the rales regulating the collee.
tion of oatroi. In the ease of articles which merely pass through the limits
of the municipality or cantonment, * transit pesses ” are provided under
which no tax is leviable,

(b) Government have no reason to believe that such is the case.

(¢) Does not arise, It is understood, however, that the cantonmont
suthoritics are eontemplating the substitution of a terminal tax similar
to that in foree in Ambala city, and when taxation in both areas is on similar
lines, it is presumed that no.difficulty on the lines of that apprehended by
the honourable member will be likely to exist,

TRANBIT PASH OVER MUNICIPAL ROADS IN AMBATA.

1721. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: Will the Honourable Minis-
$er for Local Self-Government be pleased to state——

(a) whether it is & fact that freo transit pass is allowed on commodis
ties passing. over the municipal roads of Ambala City while
it is not aellowed while those commodities pass through the
Ambale-City Railway Station which is included in the muniei-
pal area ; '

(b) if the reply to the above be in the affirmative, what action Govern-
ment intend fo take in the matter ? '

The Honourable Malik - Firoz Khan Noon: Government regret
that the exaet meaning of the honourable member's question is not under-
stood. If the honourable member will kindly make the question mora
explicit Government will be glad to have enquiries made.

»

ProvinoransaTion oFf Muniorear Heaute OFFICERS.
1722. Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh: - Will the Honomable

_ lﬁmster for Local Self Government ploase state—

(6) whother it i a fact that the service of Municipal Health Officers
hes been provincielised in the United Provinces, Madras
Presidency and some other provinces of India ;

(%) whether it is a fact that the Director of Public Health, Punjab,
submitted proposals for provinecialising the service of the
Municipal Health Officers in this provines ;

(¢} if so, will he be pleased to state the stage af which this guestion
now stends, and the approximaie time when g deeision by the
Government is expected on the subjest?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : (¢) Government unders
stand that the service of Municipal Health Officers has been provincislized
in Medrag and the United Provinees but have so far no information about
any other provinee. . .




.26 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL. - [22np Juny 1980.

[ Hon. Malik Firoz Khan Noon. ]
(&) Yes. 3
{c) The question is being exemined and will be laid before the Standing
‘Committees of the Legisletive Council for Public Health and Looal Selt-
Government as soon as possible. Tt depends on the advice that will be given
by the Standing Committess whether the matter will be investigated further
and the opinion of municipal commitéess invited.

Hean-Mrstress, Maccniwara Gipus' Scmoorn, Lunmarana.

. 1723. Rai Bahadur Lala Sewak Ram: Will the Honourable
Minister for Hidueation be-pleased to atate—

(%) whether the sttention of (fovernment has been drawn to the
foct that the Head Mistress of the Macchiware (Ludhisna
distriet) Girls Sehool is untrained ; _

(#) whether Government is aware of the representation of the town
people, dated 80th July, 1929, 18th September 1928 and Sth
January, 1930, presented to the Deputy (ommissioner, Lud-
biana, to put some efficient and trained Head-Mistress in charge
of the school; ’

{iiz) whether Government is also aware of the reply given by the
Assistant Inspectress in her lotter, dated 9th December 1929
. referring to the transfer of Mussammat Parsini Devi ;

(@) if so, whether Government intend to take any action in the
matter ? '
The Honourable Mr... Manohar Lal: The Head-Mistress of the
#chool 18 one Jamna Devi who possesses & S, V. certificate.
1724, [Canceiled].
1725. [Cancelled).

ExtRa ASSI9TANT ComurssioNkR GANDIDATES.
1728. Sardar Buta Singh : Will the Chief Sceretary be pleased to
slate—- :

{¢) how many candidates for Extra Assistent Commissionership
were accepted on Register G in May 1929 ;

{) how many among them were (3} Hindus, {if) Mubammadans,
(#i3) Bikhg; ‘ .
(¢) what are the names of the Sikh candidates, if any
Mr.D. ). Boyd : (a) .

(&) Hindus .. .o s .o 2
Mobammadans oo ] .o .. .. &

Sikhs .. . o . o Nil
(¢) Does not arise. :
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ExTRa AsarsTaNt CoMMIgStONER CANDIDATES.

1727. Sardar Buta Smgh Will the Honourble Revonue Membear
be pleased 6 'state=""

(@) the total number of candidates for Extra Assistant Commrisgioner«
ship borne on the Financial Commissioner’s register ;

(b) whether it iz a fact that three vacancies are allotted to the Sikhs
as againgt six for Chrigfians ;

* {¢) 'if so, what is the reason for giving such a Iarge number of vacancie®
to Christians ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (2
No register of Extra Assistant Commissioner cundidetes : is mmntmned
by the Finoncial Commissioners.

() Does not arige.
(£}, Does not arige.

CoMMUNAL CLASSIFICATION oOF EXTRa AssisTaNT COMMISSIONERA.

1728. Sardar Buta Singh: Will the Chief Secretary be plessed to
state—

(). the totel number of Hxtra Assistant Commissioners in the Punjabr
including temporery, additional, officiating and probationer
Extra Assistant Commissioners ;

() how many are Sikhs and what are their names ; °

{¢) are Bbai Sampuran Singh and Munshi Kundan Singh inéluded
among the Sikhs or Hindus; -

(4) how are the following Extra Assistant Comumissioners classified
in the matter of their comwmunity :—
() Mian Lal Singb,
(#9) Chsudhri Surat Singh.
(44t) Chaudbri Jai Narain Singh.
(iv) Lala Bishambor Dial Singh.
{(v) Chandhri Partap Singh. -
(vi) Rai Sahib Raghbir Singh.
(vit) Kanwar Shiv Singh.
(vi#) Thakar Kehar Singh.
(¥z) Chaudhri Kanwal Singb.
() Mian Basheshar Singh.
{zt) Chaudhri Baldov Singh.
(aés) Misn Jogdish Singh.
(#ié) Chaudhri Balbir Singh.
(zir) Mian Rattan Singh.
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Mr.D. ). Boyd: (a) 292 mcludmg Extra Assistant Gommmsxoners
on Foreign Service and deputation.

(b) 48. It is not the practice of Government to supply names,
{¢) Bikbs.
(d). All Hindus.

Govpexuent Hior Scmoors rorx GIRLs—PLAYGROUNDS.

1729, Mr.E. M. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Minister for
Bducation be pleased to state—

{(¢) what Government High Bchools for Girls have got smtablo
playgrounds atiached to schools ?

(b} the approximate area of each playgmnnd may be stated.

The Honourable Mr. Manohar- Lal: A statement giving the re-
quired information is laid on the table,

Stalement showing the names of Government High Sohools for Girls and
the, area of playgrounds atlached to eash institulion.

Approximate
. . area of pley.
No. Neme of Bchoola, gronnd at- Remanws,
tached to
the echool.
- Aores,
1 | Victoria High School for Girls, Lahore .. 3 | This school in located
in the hoart of the
: zi:?whereitisdim-
t to provide spas
olous playgrounds,
3 | Lady Maclagan High School for Girls, Eahore
8 | Govornment High School for Qirls, Sialket.
4 | Government High School for Girls, Rawal- ¢
pindi.
& | Government High School for Girls, Lyall- 5
e (m'mmmmgh&hoolforﬂirls. Ambals, ]
7 | Governinent High School for @Girls, Hoshiar- | - .. The school is located
par, in rented lmildings.
o The new FLuildings
which are nearing
completi bavs
about 8 sores play
gronnds.
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» Govesnwent Hicr ScHEoOLS FOR GIRLS, OUT-DOOR GAMES.

1730, Mr. E. Maya Das : _ Will the Honourable Minister for Educa-
tion be pleased to state—

(=) whﬁ; out-door games are played in Government High Schools for
irls 3
(b) have eny out-door sports tournaments been organised for Gov-
ernment High Schools for Girls, if net, why not ?
The Honourable ‘My. Manohar Lal: (#) Net ball, badminton,
basket ball, round games and ranuing games. Little children play with
balls, ¢.g., roundera, gkip, and have kindergarien gemes,

{&) Inter-school tonrnaments are held by the Y. W. C. A. Teams from
Lahore schools of all types join. (fovernment girls schools from places
like Multan, Lyallpur, etc., send in teans. Besides this there is a enp for
basket ball for iater school tournaments separate from the Y, W, C. A, awazds.
The outgoing 8. V. girls for the last 2 years have presented cups, so there
are now 2 cups for Normal schools tournements. There is slio e tmy
challenge eup for (Lower Primery children) tag-of-war, eto.

fPuxsas Hearra ScroOL,

1731. Mr. E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Minister for I.:ooal
Self-Government be pleased to state—-

(a) what has beéen the expenditure of the Punjab Health School
¥ear by year since it was opened ?

(%) what is the staff of the school ?

{(6) How many members of the staff are doing outside work in addi-
tion to what they are doing in the Health School ?

The Hononrable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : (¢)—

Rs.
- 1927.928 s “ae .o .. 23,880
1928-29 .- .e .s . 28,000
1929.80 e . ' - 96,700

() One Principal of the School and Inspectmsa of Health Centres—
One Asgistant Inspeciress,
One Assistant Superintendent.

(¢) Both the Principal and the Assistant Inspectress have inspecting:
duties outside the school.

Liapt Heavta Visimoss,

1732. Mr.E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Minister for Locek
Self-Government bo pleased to sfate—

(@) how many Lady Health Visitors are there in the province 2
{b) Where are they working ?
1) Who supervises. theit work 2
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The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan. Noon : (a) 48. '
Name of district, Name of place. ~ Number of Lady
Heolth Visitors
working at  the
place specified in
ecolumn 2,
{b) Gurgaon .. (Gurgaon town . 1
Gurgaon village e 1
Rewari .. . 2
Palwal ,. 1.
Amritsar .. Amrifsar City . 2
Raje Sansi - 1
Ferozepore .. Ferozepore City 1
Fetrozepore district .. 1
Moga .. . 1
Mamdot Estate : |
~Jallundur .. Alawalpur ‘e 1
Lahore .. Punjab Health School 2
Mozang .. - . 2
Gujrat .. Quajrat .. .. 1 -
Kharian .. 1
Pindi Bahanddin .. 1
Bialkot .. Daska .. . 1
Sialkot City . 2
“Montgomery .. Montgomery . 1
Coloyana Estate .. 1
“Multen «» Multan City . 1
- Durene Lagana .- 1
“Karnal .. Kasrmal .. v 1
“Gujranwala .. Gujrenwals . 1
“Ludhiapa .. Indhiana . 8
“Rohfak ++ - Rohtak ~ . 1
“Burdaspar .» Gurdaspur 1
“Rewalpindi .. Rawalpindi . 1
Ambala .. Ambels City .. 1
- Kherar .. .o 1
"Muzaffargarh .. Muzaffargarh .. 1
Attock ++ Campbellpore . 1
o .. .. 1
Baman . 1
Bimla oo Simla . 2
Nof in gerviea .. . .- g
On leave . . . 1
Railways . e i

(¢}aThe Inspectress of Health Visitors and Health Centres and slso
<the Searctary of the body employing the Health Visitors. Such committes
-may be dither & municipal or other local body or an unofficial health asso-
-ciation, The Bearetary of the employing body ‘is fréquently the District
- Medical Officer of Health or the Munieipal Medical Offieer of Health,'
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Yavy Huavre Vierrors’ TRAINING,

1733. Mr. E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable | Minister for Local
Beli-Government be pleased to state—

{(#) When was the training of Lady Health Visitors commeneed ?

(b) How many have been trained year by year since the training
was started ?

() What has been the cost of work year by year of training Ledy
Health Visitors ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noen : (a) 1922-28.
(B Year, Number fraimed.
1923 . - e -
1924 . - .a .
1925 e .o .
1926 e .o .-
192728 ..
1928-29 .e - e
1929-80 . e .e
1930-81 . .e e 9

{¢) Prior to the 15t April 1927 the work of training Lady Health ~ Visitors
and inspecting Health Centrez was performed by the Lady Chelmsford
‘League and grants were paid by Government to that body. As the Punjab
Health since 1927 and the Lady Chelmsford League before that date com-
bined the functions of training Health Visitors and inspecting centres no .
figures can be given for training separately. The cost to (Government
firstly of grants to the Lady Chelmsiord Leagues and subsequently of direct
expenditure on the Health School both for training and inspection has been
a4 followd ;—

~1 00 QD

Re.
1929 .- . - - 17,07
1928 .. .o .s . 18,300
1924 e e e . 19,791
1925 ‘e .. . 17,258
1926-97 . .. .- ‘e 17,272
192798 . .. s . 28,880
1928.29 .. . s ‘e 26,000
1929-80 . .e e .- 26,700
1980-81 .o .o e - 99,100

Locarn popies axp Lavy HrantE VisiTors,

1734. Mr. E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Minister for TLoeal
Self-Government be pleased to state—

(s} how many local bedies in the province employ Lady Heslth
Visitors ?

() how many of them pay the entire cost of maintaining their
Lady Health Visitors ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: (a) 9.
® 2. :
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Boar XEAR THE JUNeTiON OF THE SUTLES AND THE Bras,
1735. Mr. E. Maya Das: Will the Honourable Revenue Member be
Pleased to state—
{a} how far from the village of Harnke is the junction of the rivers
' Sutlej and Beas; -

{b) whether it is a fact that near the junction of thes rivers, somoe-
what ahove the junction and in the River Beas a boat has

been plying for a long time;
- {¢) if so0, to whom does this boat belong;
{d) under what authority it is plying;
(¢} sinee when it is plying ;
(f) whether the points between which the hoai‘. plies are in Brifish
territory ?
" The Honourable Captain Sardar Slkandar Hyat Khan: (a).
About balf & mile.
(t) Yes.
(¢) The landowners of Matrar village in the Kapurthala State.
(d) Under the orders of the State authorities,
{e) Since 1929, )
{f) No.

Harnau Siven, Tunpa, or Korra Nansav Smen, Hosararevr DisrRIor,

1736. Rana Firoz~ud-Din Khan: Will the Honourable the Finance

Moember please state—
(a) the period for which Hamam Singh, Tunda., of Xotla Nanbad
Singh, Hoshiarpur District, a conviet in the first Lahore

Conspiracy case whose original sentence of death wag com-
muted sabsequently to transportation for life, was in the
Andaman  Islands ;

(&) the period for which he has been imprisoned in varicus jails in
Rritish Indis ;

(¢} when he was brought te Punjab;

{(d) when he was transferred to Ambala Jail and for what reason ;
whether it was on account of bad health;

(¢) what was his weight originally and what is his weight now ;

() how much remission he has eamed under the jail rules
according to his history sheet ;

{7) when his release is due ;

(k) the names of the convicts in the first Lahore Conspiracy Case

- who bave been released with roasons for their release ; '

o it it is a fact that the date of his release as given inJhis
sheet was 22nd Janusry, 1930, if so, wby ke has not been
roleased ;

(5) whether it is a fact that his health is still bad 2
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The Honouxable Sir Hemry Craik: The information asked for

by the honourable menaber is being collected and will be' aupplled to h].l’l'l 28
goon as if iz ready,

AssisraxT SuraEon AT BruERa,

1737. Mr. Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable Minister for Loca.l
Belf-Government please state—

(a) whether it is a fact that the prosent %ssmtu.nt Burgeon posted
at Bhera has been there for the last 8 years or rore;

(b} whether it is a fact that a large section of the population of
Bhera has been dissatisfied with bim, and has sobmitted
various mernorials and representations againgh himi ;

{c} it so, what action has been taken by the Govermnment on these
representations ?

~ The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon ¢ (2) The 'Assistant
Surgeon has not got completed three years at Bhera.

(b) and (¢) Government is not aware that a large section of the popula-
tion of Bhera is dissatisfied with the Assistant Surgeon. A ropresentation
from certain inhabitants of Bhera in which allegations have been made
against the Assistant Snrgeon was, however, received by Government
last month and has been referrad to the Imspector-General of Civil Hos-
pitals for enqumiry and repork.

SOHOLARSUIPE AWARDED TOQ (IRLS STURENTY IN THE Lany Harbpvge
Mzeproar Corigoe, DErar

1738, Mr, Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable Minister for
Tocal Self-Government pleage state—

(a) whether it is o fact that soms scholarships are awarded by the
Panjab Government annually to those gir] students from
Punjab who study in the Lady Hardinge Madical Coliega,
Delhi ; if 30, how many they are and of what value;

(b) whether it is a fact that none of these scholarships has so far
been awarded to any Hindu or Muslim student from the
Punjab ; if not, the names of the recipients belonging to

either of the two communities during the lagt 5 years be men-
tioned ?

The Honournble Malik Firoz Khan Noon 3 (m) No.

(b) Does not arise.

T\Iomu PRODUCE OF KiNGRA DISTRICT.

" 1739. Chaudbri Ram Singh: Will the Honourable Member for
Rovenue be pleased tp state—

(a) whether it is a fact that no esfimate of the normal produce of:

the Kungra district hag been prepared affer t.he gottlemnent.
of 1868 ;

D
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fCh. Ram Singh.]

{b) whether it is & fact that some people have been making repre-
sentations to Government praying that a new estimate of
the normal produee of the Kangra distriet be prepared ;

{¢) if go, what action is proposed to be taken in the matter.

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (a)
Estimates of the normal produce of Kangra district were prepared in 1892,
1899 and in the last. settlement, which was coneluded in 1919.

- () No.
(o) Does not arise.

. Brinez overR Rrver Ban (aNGa.

1740. Chaudhri Ram Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for
Agrieulture be pleased to state—
- (@) whether it is a fact that a small river known as Ban Ganga is
_flowing near Guler, a railway station on the Kangra Valley
" Railway ;

(b) whether it is a fact that this ziver has got to be crossed before
one can reach Siripur and that this stands in the way of the
commercial development of the ﬂ&id_town;

{¢) whether it is also a fact that during the rainy season Siripur
is entirely cab off fromi the railway line and that ma.ny lives
are lost in the Ban Ganga ;-

(d) whother it is a fact that the peopls of Siripur have requested the
Government to construct a bridge on the Ban Gangs ;

() if 80, what action is proposed to be taken in the matter ?
The Honcurable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: I cannot say il -

I hear from the local authorities who have been reguested to supply the
neeessa.ry information.

BRIDGE OVER GHAGGAR.
1741 Rai Bahadur Lala Ganga Ream : Will the Honourable Minis-
ter for Agriculture be pleased to state—
(3) whether the Government is aware t-hat motorists to and from
Simla experience great trouble owing to there being no road
bridge over the Ghaggar river near Kalka ;
(%) whether it is a fact that this is the only gap for motorists to and
from Simla ;

(i) whether the Government is also aware that in the rainy =eason
this trouble is very acute and is in no'few cases attended by
accidents ;

(iv) If so, what action Government intends to take in bthe madbter ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (i) Trouble is
only experienced nfter heavy rain when the river is m flood.

(¢2) This depends on the motorists’ route.
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(ti¢) Government is awnare ‘that there i3 sometimes trouble in the
rainy season, but very few accidénts have ‘been reported.

{iv) To bridge the Ghaggar would cost Re. 7 or 8 lakhs—a sum whwh
4t has mot been hitherto possible to propose for expendifure in view of
many more nrgent projects awaiting funds in other parts of the provinee.

Diversion oF GHAGGAR BIvER BY Pariats SraTE.

1742. Rai Bahadur Lala Ganga Ram: Will the Honourable:
‘Membet for Revenue be pleased to state—

(i) whether it is s fact that the Patials State authorities divers

the flow of Ghaggar water to their own territory. preventmg
it from reaching the British territory close by ;

(i) whether the (tovernment is in agreement with the Patiala
State for this diversion of water for irrigation purposes ;

(mi) whether the Government i3 aware that there is eonsiderable
dissatisfaction among the residents of British territory oven
- this unfair arrangement whereby the Patiala State authontleﬁ
deprive them of water for irrigation purposes ;
s (¢9) if so, what action Government proposes to take in the matter ? -

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: The
1matter has been and is engaging the carnest attention of (overnment.
Negotiations are proceeding between the Patiala and DBikaner Darbars
and the Punjab Government, with a view {o arriving af & settlement accept-
.able to all the parfies concerned. Governmenk therefore eonsiders that it

would be contrary to the public Intereat to make a detailed statement at -this
stage

Buixra Pam.

1743. Rai Bahadwr Lala Ganga Rem: Will the Honomble '
. “Member for Revenue be pleased to state—
() at what stage has the scheme of Bhakra Dam . reached and

whether its completion is in any way dependent upon the
perallel scheme of Havelian Dam 3

{#3) the comparative usefulness of the two schemes as regards the
ares likely to come under irrigation, ite capability of in.prove-

ment under prospective irrigation and the number of people
to be benefited from the schemte ;

{#6) whether it is o fact that there is & strong report that Bhalkra
Dam is likely to be kept in abeyance till the Havellan Dam
scheme is carried into effeet;

{iv) whether the Government iz aware that this report has caused
great agitation among the people of Ambala Division and

other addacent territory who are to henefit most from the
Bhakra Dam scheme ;

A®) if so, what action Government proposes to- take o &Ha.y the
public apprehension referred to above ?

D2
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- The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikendar Hyat Khan: (3 At
present an investigation is proceeding with the objeet of ascertaining whe-
ther the impounding of the waters of the Sutlej by the proposed Bhakra
Pam will have an adverse effect on the inundation eanals in Sind.  There
46 no connection between the Haveli and Bhakra projects nor are they
parallel. ' '
(@) The totel arens commanded by Haveli and Bhakra projeets, as
at present designed, are about 13 and 12 million scres respectively. The
number of persons who might be benefited by either scheme is unknown.

(ét4) Covernment is not aware of any such report, which is without
fouﬂd&ﬁﬂn’ ' )

(&) No, : ..

{t) Does not arise, hut the aftention of the honourable member is
dnvited to the Press Communiqués issued on the subject. Copies of Press
Communiqués are laid on the table.!

: PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. i

The Secretary laid on the table the statement! showing additions and
reduetions by the Finance Department in the non-voted grants for the year
ending 81st Marech 1330. : - .

——

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

" REMovay oF CHAUDER: A¥zan Haq FROM THE LIST OF NON-OFVICIAL
o ' VIBITORS OF JAILE. ' '

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : Sir, I beg to ask leave io make

a 1ootion for the adjournment of the business of the Council for the purpose

* of disoussing & definite mattar of urgent recent public imporfanee namely,
the infringement of the privileges of the House and behaviour of Govern~

. ment to a member of the Council as disclosed by Chaudhri Afzal Haq in $hie

- recent corregpondence between him and ‘Government and its officials regard-

‘ing hig removal from the liet of non-official visitors of jails.
My. President : I have received from the honourable member Shaikh:

- Muhammad Sadiq, the following notice :— '

o “1 beg to give notice of the following motion for the adjonrnment
of the business of the Council for the purpose of discussing a.
definite mafter of urgent recemt public importance, namely,

o the infringement of the privileges of the House and behaviour

£ of Government to a member of the Council as disclosed by

~ Chaudhiri Afza]l Haq in the recent correspondence befiween.

N him and Government and its officials regarding his removal

from the list of non-official visitors of jails. " .

-~ May I ask whether the honourable member hag the leave of the House

to move the adjowrnment ? 2 o _
A ' 3Kept in the Library,

-
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- The-Henourable Captain Sardar:Sikanday:Hyat. Khan 3 :May I
idraw.your attention to Article 45 (i) of .the. Manual of . Business “and
procedure which says :— B 0

© . f Nof more than onp matter can be .discusged on the same poifei, and the rotion
ooturrence.” . T

. . must berestricted toa spevific matter of retont oomurr w1
T may say that Chaudhri Afzal Haq’s name was not mentioned in the Punjal
Fazetle notification which wes published on the 2Tth of May, -and
there was plenty of tiine’for'the honourable member - Shaikh Mubanimad
‘Badiq, to send in = regular and specific motion to that offect in the form
-of & resolution if he wanted to discuss the matter in the House. I, theras
fore , wish to have your ruling on that point and I trust that it shoild bé

possible to disallow the motion because of Article 45 (i6). ... .1 .ol )
_Mr, President: What has the honourable ‘member Shaikh Mﬁ]_;iihif
mad Sadiq, o say in reply to the point raised ? . . wor i nd

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : Tt is only after reading the correspondencé
that we find that the honourable memher’s name was wrongly removed. In
fact, wo knew of hig removal from the list only after the correspondence’
appeared in the Press. ‘Bven-if we knew of his removal befors, we did not
know the details and the correspondence came to our notice only within
the last four days, I think I am absolutely right when I say that the matter
is of vecent occurrence and the Government cannot take shelter behind tha
fact that his name did not appear in the Gasette notifieation. The facts
of the case are disclosed in the correspondence which was only resently
published and in my motion I am not raising merely the question of the
member’s removal but of the larger question of the privileges of the House.
I am not questioning the right of Government to remove. eny- person. they
choose after, of courss, giving notice to the member consefried. In"thia.
c88e the facts ag they appear before us diselose that the member was given'
no such opporbunity and that the Government was in haste in so removing
him without allowing bim a chance to explain his position. = As this fact
came to my notice only four days back I maintain I am right in requesting
this honourable House to allow me the opportunity to discuss the m attér,

. : i1

. The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: When,

the honourale member eame. o know that he had been removed from,

the Jail Committes from the Gazeite notification he was ab perfect liberty,

o, enquire from the member .concerned, I mean Chaudhri Afzal Hag, or,

from the Government Member concerned why he had been removed, if b,
-was anxious to find out the reasons. ' ::

it
:

. Shaikh Muharamad Sadiq : True, Sir, that the member’s name dig’
nob appear in the Gazette notification, but how could I know that hé ha
been removed and thaf therefore his name did not appear. Moverover,” T
cannot be going through the whole Gaaette to find out whose name appeared
ahd whose name did not. I learnt ¢f the removal only four days back and,
that is why T geek to raise the matter in the form of an edjournment mo=
fiom. v S R
- The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : Then I
xmust repeat Sir, $hat ibiis nob a matber of recent oeourrencei- .7 s
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:  Shaikh Muhamman Sadiq : I cannot at this stage enfer into a
flisonssion on that point for it will be arguing the whole esse. I ask the
leave of the House. .

Mr. President : What is the test of recency ? Will the Honourable-
Revenue Member plesse enlighten the House as to the tesh of recency which,.
in his opinion, the honourable mover of the motion should heve satisfied ¢’

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan ;: My poin{
is thab if the honourable member wanted to digeuss the matter here in
Couneil he. conld have sent in & regular and specific motion in the. form of
a resolution, as he had plenty of time to do so. o

Mr. President: May I take it then that the honourable member
objects to leave being granted ? -
i The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: Yes,
- Mur. President : I shall then asccrtain the sense of the House. Has
the honourable member leave of the Housé to move the motion? (More
than 20 members having stood in favour of leavé being given,) The honourable
member has the leave of the Honse. The question is'when the motion should
be discussed. (dfler ascertaining the sense of the House tnformally.) The
House will take up the motion at 4 ».u. to-morrow.

RESOLUTION. .
REsoLUTION r2 REDUCTION OF ADIANA.

_ Mum Nuroilah [Lyallpur South (Muhammadan), Bural]: Bir, I
beg to move that:— . .
This Couneil recommenda tothe Government that in view of the abnormal fall in prices

of ‘staple crops and the prevailing economio distress in rural areas the rates
of abiane be forthwith reduced by 25 per cent.’

" Bir, the fact that this is not the first time that the question of abiens
is before the House and the fact that this point has been coming on in the
Couneil hearly every other yeer practically shows that it is a question of
Very great importance. Somse of the mémbers have heard debates many
a time on this question and some of the arguments, no doubt, would be mere
repetition of the previous arguments. But I hope you will all lend me your
oars and take s lively interest in the debste so that we might errive at a-
proper decision and put it into action and not only finish it by discussion
and debate, - It is a question- that touches a vast majority of our population..
The urgency of the question was never so great and the keenness never 60-
aonte as it is to-day. .

‘At the very outset I must point out that what I am going to say shonld
not be interpreted as a revolutionary propaganda (laughter). If any.
thing, it is to avert it. Asa representative of the zamindars it i my boanden
duty to speak in this Honse end talk on this problem rather frahkly in the
Rope that a genuine talk with goodwill on both sides will bear its fruit, I
am sure, that all well-wishers of the provinee will support me.
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Now, lot me depick and anslyse the conditions of the zamindars. There
has been an nnprecedented fall in the prices of the crops some of which have
touched the lowest recorded figure for the last 25 years or so. This fact and
the political discontent coupled with the consequent economic distress may
lead us anywhers, and that is the reason why I say that it is so urgent that
gome action must be taken, How the zamindars have come to their present
stage and have now begun to feel the crushing heavy burden of rates and
taxes, I must make clear. Tu fact the burden atb this moment may be called
unbearable, not only unbearable for those who are poor and the poorest of the
poor, but also unbearable for the so-called rich. T ask the honourable mems
bers, the representatives of the zamindars present in this House, who are big
landlords what they feel when they-are.called upon to pay the revenues and
rates. Do not many of them have to khock the doors of banks? I hope
they will answer it as they should and as the facts are.

Let mo now, Sir, take the case of the Lower Chenab Canal area, from
which part, T come. That portion, that ares, that locality is one of the richest,
probably the richest in the whole provinece and from the conditions
of that you will be able to follow and judge the conditions of the rest of the
whole of the province. The burden of revenue has besn felt for a long
timenow. Infact, it was Grst felt in the year 1911 and 1918 when the revenue
rates were first enhanced, When these rates were increased, a big agitation
was started and tho then Governor in the hot summer month of July had to
go there to study conditions on the spot. But, Sir, the groat War broke out,
and when the War atarted the zamindars in order to show their desp-rooted
loyalty gave up the agitation. All their attention wag divected toswards that
world-wide catastrophe. The meritorious services rendered by the mmm—
dazs during the Great War ars well known to the Government.

The ecomomic effects of the War were very far-reaching. The rise ih
prices, though gradual, was unprecedented. Ii was a flood of weslth that
fowed everywhere. The result was that prices of eotton went up as high as
Rs. 28, and the prices of wheat were 28 high a8 Re. 11, I shonld think, Every.
body gained, except those people who had fixed salarios and fixed i income.
Sir, a zamindar who owned one square of land thought himself to be a Raja.
They raised their standard of living and the margin of profit that they saved
wag such as they had never dreamt of. Everybody thought that those
conditions had come to stay pexmanently. Nobody anticipated, not even
the Government, that the conditions would some dey be reversed. The
Government raised the scale of pay and salaries of its servants. They started
new departments and extended the old ones. The result was that there
began to be a deficit in the Budgets, and to meet those recomrring deficits
the Government in 1924, with one stroke oi the pen, without taking this House
into its confidence, raised the occupiers’ rates, popularly known as abiang
by ebout 75 lakhs or s0. 8ir, the loyalty of the zamindar was still unshaken,
he did not agitate, he could beve well agitatod, but he paid if. Six more
yeours have passed and the prices have been falling and falling, but no action
has been taken by the Government. The economie effect is not felt by
those who have fixed income or those people who live on salaries. The falk
in the general lovel of prices means 4 rise in the value of money. AIl busie
nesswmen and agriculturists are the losers and the agriculturists especially
fare the worst, they sre touched the most. Not only the after-effect of the-
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War and the fall in prices, which was its natural outéome and ontétanding
factor, but many other causes have led 0 the présent congdition of the zamin.'
dars and fo appreciate these things fully, we must bave a survey of all
those conditions. In the first place, Sir, I should say that the standard of
living was raised very much., For the last few years the zamindars have been
trying their vory best to lower it and they have done it as far as they could;
Now they find it very diffieult even to maintain it. -

e Secondly, the enlargement of families. Unfortunately the poor-men
bréed more. * The poorer the man, the larger the femily, I personally think
that if wo are not: able to solve the problem of population in Indin, I am aithid,
epedermes or revolution will solve it.’

Thirdly, sub-division of holdings. Law and cusbom both help in it
We had 80 years of prosperity and in the prosperous da,ys wo had gone farther
than we thought. If a historian were to write economie history, I should
#ay, these 30 years of proapenty he would call a8 ““the golden age ' of bur
provinea.

" Fourihly, Sir, there was incresic in the price of bullocks and other agri
cn'lt’uml implements. The prices of bullocks now is going down and this
ca,use will be solved automatiesally.

l . Fifthly, 8ir, the-very anfortunate failure of crops ending with ?:kaﬂj
1923. o
i -Susthly, Sir, frequent vmtahons of Locust (T1dd1) and floods, . [

Sevenfhly, the Spread of sducation. Curionsly em;-ugh education with all
ity advantages, entailod heavy burdens and addl
tional expenses for which there was no return
due 0 unemployment. This problem too when the education becomeg uni-
versal wo hope, will be s8lved antomatically,

Bighily, i mcrease in the area colonized and deerense in the supply of wate.-:
and also o decrease in the fertility of the soil and the application of the Iaw

of d_}mlnisthmg retu.rns-
|, Ninghly, the sale of bagaya lands by the Gomrnment- in the same penod
exhausted the very small and slendey reseurces of the zamindars. .. It not
y made the zamindar go to sahukars and borrow huge amounts ‘buj,, I
should think it did mislead the Government tpo..,” The Government thought
‘&hat 1)  muck money, was commgmand they ventur@d on many. big schemgs,
Uﬂforﬁunately .now, these instalments -are not-. being paid and, 4he
Government must be in a difficulty, I find that zamindars, are fmhng to
pay, these instalments now and the Jand gold is :being ;vonfiscated - by the
Govarnment, ,But would it not be better if the Goyernment, gave as much land.
ashg,s been pmd for,a.nd resprve the J:esfg of . the Jand for. some betser, da;r
l,i t.hat .—d.ay Gomﬁﬁe ) J al e JEE
i Tentkly, the indebtednesi that I have ]IlBﬂ alluded to mcreaﬁed mﬂd
here wo may, differentiate between the astual “rate' of inberest t.hat the
siminddr hes 40 pay and: the real-rate of interest due to the fall in:prices.
Sapposing you bought soinething for Bs. 100: - Theprice goes down to Rs. 50yi
aftor a yoar and ybu pay 20 pefcent. s, interdst; -What do you pay ?<Rs; 60y
a3 'the.fall in price ahd-Bs. 120, aw intetést. ‘Thet-amounts - to T per’

891 o e
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cent. actually, Last, but not the least and one of the main factors has been
‘the change of rate of ex‘change From' 13, 44, to 1s. 6d.-

. . The eycle of orops that began with rabi 1929 brought a ray of ‘hope
to tho zamindars. But the abnormal and sudden and unprecedented fall
in prices, coupled with the visitations of . locusts and floods has
killed that ray of hope, and the zamindars are absolutely unable to make
both ends mest. Sir, this fall in one year of over 60 per cent. in the pnceﬂ
.of wheat has made him practically. helpless. §

The speeculation rates I learn from.the market for tha next crop of cotton
.are between Rs, 4 and Rs. 5, per maund,

Dr. Gokul -Chend Narang : For Kapas? -

Mian. Nurullah: Yes, for Kapds. The rate of Rui which is
ginned cotton would-be Re. 16 to Bs, 17. One should take this into cons
sideration when he bases his taxation. In every civilized country and in
overy Government the capaeity of the assesses must be found out. So we
«cannot ignore all these facters while trying to find out -his capacity to pay.
I have not an unlimited time at my disposal, but if you permit me I would
like to give some details of income and expenditure of a zamindar who owns
@ square of land, and the men who own a square of lend is only a fraction of
the wholé populatwn 1 believe something like one per cont. I have admitted
that once he hag thought himself 16 bo a Raja but now I see, that he is only
living on his capital. I have ecirculated a few copies of the accounts,
worked out on strict business lines, and if you do not mind I would like
any body to come up and criticise the figures. I have based these things on
@ Text Book of Agriculturs by Mr. Roberts, late Principal of the Agricultural
College, Lyallpur and the Farm Accounts prepared by Mr. Stuart. The aver-
ofe yields are taken from the Agrieulbure Department itself and
the present market rates. These accounts are based on the sverage yield of
the Agriculbural Depariment. I want to remove the misundersteanding
that zamindars are well off to-day. They are not. - They were once.

. Unfortunately and feolishiy enough & zamindar sows sabout 27 acrves
-ont of a square for both erops, and it is on that basis that my aceonnts stand,

f

Crop. i Adres, T Yield. [ Rate, Value,
Mannds. Rs. AP, Rs. A. P
Wheat . oo | 11 Acres 15 2 8 0 412 8 0
Bhuga . . Do. . 248 04 0 6 0 0
-Cotton e .o | 2 Desi . 8 a0 0 % 0 0
. .. | 4 American | 8 11 4 0f 29 8 0
Toria . oo | 2 acres .e ] 8612 0 92 0 0
: Sngar-cane .. .« | 1 acre ' 36 a8 8 ¢ 192 8 0
Grem - o |2 neres .. 14 31 40 9 0 0
: Maize . | Tage L) 20 240 45 0 0
Fodder . o 1
Sounji. e «o | +2 aeres .. | Bs, 7 par e 112 0 0
. Shaftal . . kanal,
-Chari .. e _ :
-Gwara or . os | 2 acres .. | Ra, & per . 80 0 0
"Turnips . o kanal.
. : .Geoss Tomr .. ve .. 1452 8 0
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Expenditure on the basis that he reqmres four bullocks and wo Jabourers

for 1 square:—

Seed —An average worked ontbyAgrioultnmlDemﬂ-

ment and accepted in Farm Aecounts Ra. 24.0 per sers at

t retes otherwise Be, 2-80 fo Re. 2-10-0 on. total
&mge of 27 acres e ) Iy T

Feeding live stock :—Whole bhusa all fodder and 1 acre
gram—

Bhusa
All iﬂddﬁr - e
.1 pera gram

Ramins—Connected with farming i.e, Carpenter and
blackamith Re. 0.8.0 per acre at low ratee cr ]l apnes at.
high retes .

Other Kamins—

. ¥ .d '

Nai .._ ‘e
Mochi .o
Masghki

Dhobi .
Ghumar e

[ X3 a

LL] e,

Re. Be. & B
60 120
2
192
45 200 0 O
‘13 8 o
.Re.a. b,
5 8 0 -
5§ 8 0
6 8 0
58 0
"5 8 0
: 28 8 0

Expenditure on capitel outlay which includes interest on money spent:
on bullooks and agriculiural implements and. depreciation and neeessary‘

renewals :—

Bullooks 500 at 25 per cent. . s

Enterest and depreciation on imple-

o ments, et¢. on Re. 400—1§ in-
terest and 10 per cent. depreei. .
ation . ’e .o
Renewnals ae . o ‘e

Winnowing a.nd hmestmg andpioking of cutton~—~

Picking 1-10¢h of ootton ve

Harvestmg whmt 22 bushels at Ra. 1-40 v

Winnowing 2 era. msund of wheat 8 maupnds
Gur making 2. mwper maund "
Laboug 2 !
2 labourers on averege or!]?.s&bperannumat
lowmtea,is.,paﬁnginkind _ "
Land Revanve—
Rs, 300 or 30, See Farm Accounts 1027-28. page
22, It ghould be ore e
Net saving par squate -

126 0 0

100 0 0

20 0 0 :
246 0 0

36 8 0 '

27 8 0

20 0 0

s 4 0

_ o440

. 160 & 0= -

300 0 O
1,200 00

1482 8 0 |

1,200 ¢ O

' 251 80 or 21 or a0 per

menseng,
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With this he has to feed a whole family consisting of himself, wife, four
or five children and e sister or mother. The bare necessities of 8o many-
persons to keep life and soul together ate—

Maunds. Bs. A, P,

Whﬁ&t aw . [ ] .. 50 125 0 . 0'
Maize .. . . . 10 22 8 0
Cotton .. . . . 8 24 0 O
Gur ‘e 5 27 8 0
Mireh, Masala Dal, Blce, Ghes, etc . 80. 0 0
Total .. . e 249 0 0O

Balanee saved for all other requirements is practioally nil. A very big-
item of interest on capital spent upon land has not been brought info these-
accounts at all. He pays 15 per ocent. as interest. If he had bought a
gquare for Rs. 10,000, it comes to Rs. 1,500. Thus all zamindara is at & loss..
Mey I ask wherefrom is he to educate his children and wherefrom is he to-
take money for the marriages of the grown-up children and wherefrom is he-
to meet his clothing bill ® These things are not included, and then wherefrom
is he to meet the cost of litigation (to which he may be dragged)? Purther:
I need not allude to the illegal gratifications. Perhaps we all know that-
this has become & part and parcel of the life of & zamindar. It is & mys--
tery how a zamindar carries on. You will ask me what is the sesret in it.-
I refor you briefly to my items Nos. 4 and 5 where he saves a little. Itison.
the interest and depreciation that he saves. I have siated that the amount.
under thet head is Ra. 245, but he saves about half. His forefathers invested
the money on these things and he has not to spend much. Then you wilk
ask, why does he not leave agriculture ? My answer is, what olso hag he got
to do ? How can he keep hiz family from starving? He was never-
faught any trade or business and he mnst have an inferval of six months to
learn a new one. His forefathers left him in a mnnmg concern and he drags.
on. Another item: where he saves probably is in his own labour. I have
stated in this account an item, picking of cotton, which he with the help of
hig family saves. If the rate of cotton is going to0 bo Rs. 4 or Rs. 5, at which.
I learn speculation is’ being carried on for the next crop, the shortage-
will be oo great for him. It might bring him a defieit of Ra. 175, in addition.
to hig negative balance., I haye therefore my own doubts that he will be-
helpless and tha§, apart from any sgitation or any other influence he may not.
be able to pay the revenue for the next kharéf. They have paid it now end.
oe far as I know there is not s single one in my constitueney who has not peid.
it (hear, hear). But I must explain to you how he has done it and, if you
allow me the use of a Punjabi word, they have paid it by keeping & pathar-
{sfone) on their pet (stomach).

T can assure you that, if you go into villages, you will find hundreds and:
thousands of persons who are loft without oven a maund of whest and I am-
wondering how they will be able to carxy on for the rest of the year, They
will have to go to the sshuker and borrow money at very exorbitant rates of”
interest. -Some of the sehukars are even refusing to lend money and this.
fact you can ascertain if you go into the villages and see for yourselves..
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‘Some of these people have mortgaged their oma.mmﬁs, some their: la.ndﬁ, and
others—though not in my constituency, but in other. constitaencies, in
Lyallpur tahsil and other places, I learnt this irom a zaildar—have gone o
$heir vld districts to sell or mortgage their lands. The pity is that some of
the zamindars have to sell their desrcst assets and that is the bullooks,
The other day somebody argued with me that in & little: town like Gojra
Government, received Be: 2,000 at the rate of 84: per cent. on the sale procesds
of caftle in a caftle fair held monthly. If in & gmall mandi they are raising
Bs. 2,000 to Rs. 8,000 -per month, I have also learnt -that the merchants
"who- broughﬁ these cattle wers from Peshawar. What does it show ? Does
it show the prosperity or the plight of the zamindar ? If you go there, you
‘will {ind -that Government never raised this much hefore.

I may be allowed to point out one great drewback which might in fufure
be & source of danger to the administration. One of my English friends who
came from England only & eouple of years ago as a Principal in one of the
colleges of Lahore told me that the blame for all that is happening lies on,
and I agree with him that the blame will lie on, those hjgh officials who sit
behind heaps and heaps of files end do not know what is going on outeide in
the world. Working day and night behind the files- would not help. You
must go ouf into the country. You wmust $ake people into your confidenes.
You must talk to them privately and then you will realize the 4rue position.
Bir, it is well known thak.the information that Government receives ig all
;201 from the Collectors or the Deputy Commisgioners ; andwhat is the source of
‘information of these people ? It is only. a few zamindars, most of whom are
lainbardars and zaildars, who have not got either the moral courage to speak
the truth or else they have got their own axe to grind, so they just say things
‘whieh are likely to please the officers. Nobody cares for thess lambardars
and zaildars nowadays, That is the diffieulty which we also have to meet
in the next election. Formerly, the lambardar was enough to menage
everything and do what we wanted. The people have now come to realize
that these are Government men. That i§ a danger signal. The gulf is grow-
ing betwesn these two clagses, consequently between Government and the
zamindars in general. It qught not to. be allowed o grow. Why should an
independent person go at all* to'see & Deputy Commissioner™?- Fmtly, he
will have te wait for 2 or 8 hours to see him. “Even if he is allowed an inter-
-view, what has he to say ? And whatever he says is likely fo be misinter-
‘preted because so many would have époken differently to the Deputy Com-
‘missioner. . Bven if anything is said independently in the Couneil, probably
Government would not believe it because they have got quite different re-
‘ports from their cwn officers. Sir, one of my honourable friends, our Deputy
President, a fow days ago issued a letter toDbig gamindar friends, the righi-
‘hend men of Government, to kriow how o meet the situation. They think
that some relief ought to be given to the zamindars. - They kave admitted
frankly that unless this is done they will not be able-to help Goverranent
in any way. ‘They may not say that before the officials. But that is the
trouble, that is the weak point, that is the danger. (A-n Homurablﬂ Member
- Wha.ha the remiedy ?.') I am coming to that, . &

. If we touch the guestion of land revenue, the thh Govem:menﬁ olﬁm]s
say, *Your own members, your:own representafives, after-five years-of -hayd
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labour and thinking, have amended the Land Revenue Act. Why uof wait
and see the result of thet 9° At the rates now prevailing I think we are-
sure to gein. But what are wo o do in the meanwhile? There is & couplet.
in Persian—

D9 8oy gyl Jle oyl w0y g1 e I Sy U

Tt means that by the time you bring medicine from Iraq the patient
bitten by a snake might die. That is one reason why I am moving this re-
golution to-day. My constituents wanted me to move for a reduction of.
50 per cent. But Ihave tolook to the other side also. Onehas to be reasonable
and consider how is Government to go on. Further 1 was afraid that, if
I moved for 5 per cent. reduction, how I would be able to suggest ways and.
means to find the money. But, Sir, I must, in all constitutional ways.
and most foreibly lay the cade of the zamindars before the House. That is.
why I have moved this reduction in abiana and asked only for 25 per cent..
reduction, '

Sir, people argue that, due to the canals, Government is able to raise

so much land revenue. Then why should they charge such high rates 2

It they are to charge water-rate, it should be just enough to return a reasonable-

amount on their capital outlay in addition o cost of werking them and

pothing more. If you are o do ik, do it just as the business-people do and

oharge & or 8 up te 10 per ceni. I shall read to you & few lines from the

Colony Manusl, volume 1, page 8, paragraphs 80 and 81, relating to the
Lower Chenab Canal, L

“The expected profit was contemplated at 123 per cent. in the 10th yeer after comple~

. tion ; 15} per cent, in the 15th and the following yeers. How cautjously this.

forecast was prepared is evidenced by the results, By theend of 1918-19 the total.

capital invested hedamonated to Ra. 8,20 lakhs and the accumuiated &:ﬁﬁts after -

defraying interest cherges to 15,19 lakhs, thesaverage profit during previous -
7 or 8 years having been over 40 per cont, on the capital outlay,”

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: How-

much is it on the Lower Jhelum Canal 2

. Mian Nurullah: Now 40 per cent. per apnum, after paying charges -
on interest. Would it not be fair if for that reason alone the charges on that .
canal are immediately reduced ? Now, Sir, somebody is likely to get
up and say that the average profit works out to 8} per cent. Then does
it mean that the statement that I have read is not true ? If not, is the case
of the Lower Chenab Canal made out ? I ask, Sir, how many fimes over has-
the ocapital outlay on that canal been returned beeause the enhanced rate -
of rovenue has been applied for the lash so many yesrs ?

Another point ig this, Just see how much more wheat & zamindar is-
required o sell to pay his abiane. Compare 1921 with 1980. In 1921, Sir,
the rate of cdiana was Rs. 8-12-0 and the rate of wheat was between Rs. 10
and Bs. 11. How much wheat had he te pell to pay his abiama? Ik comes
to 15 seers. Now in 1930 the rate of wheab is Rs. 2-8-0, and the revenue is
Bs. 5-12-0. How much wheat has he to sell 0 pay his abiana? 1Iiis 90
seers. 600 per cent. Should not a zamindar feel it

" Thirdly, the closures prove a havoe. They. are untimely. Govern-
‘ment does'not come and say, this land is not properly irrigated and we will
_not charge any abiara. It does not come forward and say that thig land had .

o
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-only one watering instead of fowr and so we charge only one-fourth of
the abiana.

Fourthly, the ktharabe rules are absolutely inadequate. If you like,
I can give you instances. The rule is that kherada should be allowed if a
-zamindar recovers nothing beyond the cost of seed and the cost of cultivation,
~which in the case of wheat comes ho Ba. 8. 1f unfortunately an acre of wheat
-yields Rg. 9 or RBs, 10, the zamindar is called upon to pay the full abiana.
"That comes to Re. 12 or Rs. 14. Where is he to find this money ? Should not
-the ruls be that it should include the cost of seed, the cost of cultivation and
theabiaza?  So that,if heis tc pay the abiana, that goes to Government.
“He recovers the cost of seed and the cost of cultivation and he can manage.

Then, Sir, there is the question of remodelling. It is yet a slur on the
-solence of irrigation. 'We hope there will be improvement soon in this direc-
tion. Sir, should not there be any protection against these things, against
the kharabe rules, egainst the remodelling and so on? The only way is
"by the reduction of abians. Let me read out to you what was the object
-when some of the eanals were first dug. Then you will judge for yourself.
It is' a quotation of Lord Lawrence :— |
“ Tf we wish to feed thousands of human beings whom the changé of rule must necessarily
throw out of employment, we cannot more readily do s¢ than by cutting new
* canals #nd by improving the beds of the old,
Myr. President : Order, order. The honourable member has already
“taken about 45 minutes. May I request him now to wind up his speech ?
- Mian Nurullah : 8iv, if you only allow me five minutes, I hope to
be able to sum up the whole thing.
Mr. President: Very well. ,
Mian Nurullah : Sir, I have dealt with the subject of the resolution.
Now I must turn to ite counferpart and suggest how we have to make up all
“this revenue. If you look ak the budget, you will find that diveet receipts are
Ra. 4,60,00,000 or s0. o the revenue loss would smount fo Rs. 1,15,00,000,
whieh is & big sum. It will be best if Government appoints a committee, but
.for the present I may say that Government should carry on vig orous retrench-
ment. During the war days, during the days of rise in priees and during the
vhoom days they extended the old depariments and opened many new ones
amnecessarily. Now it is time to curtail them. Secondly, I suggest that
‘Government should reduee the selaries of all those who draw over Rs. 250
.per month by 25 per ocent, (Laughter) I consider this very important. I
must say that, when prices were going up, Government raised tho seleries of
Government servants becanse with & fixed pay they were getting less and
“less in commodities. Now, Sir, the prices have fallen, and the Government
.gervant ig the only gainer. He gets much more in commodities than what he
wsed to gob for the same pay. The agriculéurist loses and the business.
.man loses, while the man with a fixod ineome gaine. His bank balance is
.getting fatter and fatter these days. His position is quite safe. I might
suggest that the services will not be worse off either hecanse those who
have the advantage of having their edueation in England and other foreign
“countries will say that they cannot manage on that redused pay and would
-not seek service, They will explore new fields of agricultural, industrial and
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commersial development or they will seek honourable and remunerative
lines elsewhere. The people from the middle elasses generally are very abla
men ; they will come and take their places. The efficiency of the services
will not be decreased. On the other hand, the efficiengy will inerease, and
I say that there is no doubt that such people will come forward who will
accopt any scale of pay that you set up, Compatition is keener than ever,
Why should you not take & fair advantage of this situabion ?

Thirdly, Sir, I come to a very important item, that is, that ineome-tax
should be levied on the income of thase who earn from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000,
‘Compare their position with tliat of the land-owners, and you will find that
& man earning Rs. 1,000 is of the same position as the landlord having two or
two and a half squares. If that is 80, why should he not contribute to the
provineial funds ? Government should geb this power from the Government
of India and make use of it. This will bring in a huge amount.

. Diwan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath : Income-fax on agriculfural
income ? - - e

Mian Nurullah : On the other inecoms. Agricultural income is slready
overtaxed. Then there are so many ways in which Government can offech
eaonornies if it wants to . Leb us see the working expenses of the canals.
Rs. 4,60,00,000 is the direch revenue from irrigation. On the expenditure
side the figure is Rs. 2,40,00,000, that is over 50 per cent. Has any business
company ever done that? I ask, is the amount spent on &he salaries of
Buperintending Eagineers and their . establishments, running into lalkhs,
worth it ? They are ealled the post offies of the Canal Department. Then
there is & similer post of Commissioners on the civil side. You go into the
digtrict and you find thet, where there tsed to be one civil surgéon only, now
there is the civil surgeon, the district officer of heslth and the municipal
health officors, Whyis there so much multiplication of posts ? Formerly
the canal rest-houses were built at & distanse of 10 miles, now they
should be built 2 a distence of 20 miles as every officor now a days has &
-car. They go forty miles in a day and oome back the same evening.
Thers should be & check on such travelling allowances of officers.

I have got many sound proposals if the House will only give me &
patient hearing. (Cries of * (o on'.) Take the question of the travelling allow-
anse . In the Canal Dapartment the Esecutive Engineers get the maxi-
wum allowance of Rs. 400 par mensem. Compare this with the income
of the zamindar who owns a square of land and only gets Rs. 21 per mensem.
The condition of the poorsst of the poor zamindars is absolutely
hopeless. Their poverty is eating into their very vitals. They are on the
vorge of starvation. Soma of them, due to the sub-division of holdings,
do nob owa more land than the land attashed to a private kothd. The result
of this poveriy is that they ara getting desperate. Some of them are taking
to looting, #ome to thieving and soms prefer to go to jeil, and I am afriad
thig mentality of going to jail is ineressing amongst the zamindars. (Dr.
‘Gokul Chand Narang: As volunteors ?) (Laughler) I have nothing
to do with the Congress movement. They go to jails because economically -
they are betber off in jails bessusa- thers they gob as much as six anuas
porday. The otherday, when I was coming up to Simla, I got hold of &
‘paper, I think it was the Civil and Military Gazetle of the 183k, and thers
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I came across a heading ** Looting spreads in Bengal villages, ” which was
goon followed by the words * The trouble is esonomis, ¥ says “ the Gevernor.”™
@annat we take 8 lesson and- aet on the sa.ymg “A stitch in time saves
tine 2 7

" In 1924, when the water-rate wag enhanced, our able Finance Member»
the Honourahls Sir John Maynard, gave an assurance in the clearest possible
words that, when the Government of India will reduce the provinaial contri--
bution, we will go through the whole question of taxation in this province,.
including abiane. Has not the-Government of India reduced the provincial
vontribution ta nil? What hes our Government done in the matter ?

- In 1924, whon Governmenf wag in trouble when there was a big de-
ficit in fhe ‘budget, Government made up the deficit with one stroke of
the pen, The zamindars took the burden: upon them without much ado.

" Mr. M. A, Ghani: S’.lr, is the honourablz member: in oxder in- readmg'
8 written speech.

- My, President : Objostion is taken that the honourable member is-
raadmg & written spesch.

‘Mian Nurullah: My contention now ia that there is a serious defieit:
n the budget of the zamindars. They cannot even resover the cost of pro--
Juetion. Will not Goveinment be magnanimouns, and thig tirae, “with
% similar stroke of the pen, reduce the abiana ?

: Mr. M. A. Ghani : I rise to & point of order . The honourable merm-~
{J_er is reading a written spesch.
Mi. President : Is the honourable membor reading his speoch ?

. Mian lelah No, Sir; T just went o say a fow words if you allow
me & little more time.

"~ Mr. President : What document is the honourable member referring:

't..o ? . .

' Mlan'Nurullah: Notes. If the House does not like to hear me, I

will stop. (Cries of ‘Go on’))

" M. President: Has the honourable member finished his speech ?
Mian Nurallah : Yes, T havo Snished.

Mr. President : The resolution moved js—

"4« This Council recommends to Government that, in- view of the abnormel fall i
prices of ataple cropa and the prevailing economic distress in rural sress, the rates
of abiana be forthwith reduced by 25 per oent.”

Diwan Bahadur Raja  Narendra Nath [Punjsb Land-holders
(Geneml)] 8ir, it goes without saying that I have every sympathy with the
mover of the resolution, All the time I have been hearing him I have besn
Toeling a8 if in the greater part of his speech he has been pleading my cause,.
and I am glad that he has not taken a one-sided view. Hehas not been only
destructive in his criticism, but he has suggested a constructive pelicy.
He has proposed remedies. Bub it seers to me that the remedies suggested
mean such an elaborate mvestigation and enquiry that his demand
for the immediate reduction in the rates of abiana by 25 per cent. cannot be
-reaonciled with the request for investigation and enquiry. Hehas given us a



BEROLUTION RF REDUCTION OF ABIANA. 49

namber of figures and statistics about land-owners generally, whether
“they are owners of lands irrigated by canal or only sarans lands, and 1 need
not say that all the arcuments that he has advanced with regard fo the reduc-
tion of Government demand =o far ag they are affected by the fall of prices
-apply also to land-owners who receive no water from Government eanald
‘and who own barani lands. (Hear, hear.)

The question thereforo is of a very oxtensive character, and I do nof
‘think that the ultimate figure which he gives that Government will suffer
-only by a crore of rupees anmually is correct. The demand will aventually
Jdead to the lowering of the demand on aceount of land revenue, and it should
not be forgotten that land revenue is & fixed demand asocertained after an
elaborate enquiry and is supposed to continue for a number of years. When
Jast time the canal rates were increased, there is mnot the least doubt
‘that the prices prevailing at the time had some effeet on the proposal to
increase. It was urged that abiana is only the price of commodity sold.
It is the price of water-supply and it is not a kind of tax. Tf the price of the
-comamodity sold has arisen, Government has every right o demand a
higher rate. 'If that argument had any force at the time, it has lost all its
foree now, Prices of food-grains heve fallon considerably and with it we
should expeet o general fall in prices, including water, but the ques-
tion to 8ee is whether this fall is only temporary ox whether it is going to ba
permanent, If it is going to be permanent, Government will uudoubtedly
‘have to discover some means of giving relief to the zamindar ; I know it from
‘my personal exporience that it has become rather difficult to colleet the
-abtana &8 well as rent for even land-owners who possess large areas. The all-
“round retrenchment that the honourable member has proposed is & scheme
which cannot be undertaken at once. Tt needs an elaborate enquicy and the
-additional scheme of taxation which he has proposed also cannot be carried
-out in one day. .
For instanece, with regard to the raising of the minimum limit of taxstions
I do not see eye to eye with him because I think tbat he shifts the burden
' ].f taxation from one class of peor population to another class of poor popu-
lation. , '

The other question which I put to the honourable member while he
"wad delivering his speech and which he did not answer was this, whether he
wag propared to propose an income-tax on agricultural income of large land-
owners. He did not receive that proposal very favourably. I have ne
doubt that the data which he has laid before the Council will be fally con-
:gidered by Government and, if the present feature will continue for a long time,
Government will find some means of giving relief. Then the question will
arise, how the demands of our nation-building departments will be met ;
-how new roads are to be construsted, how new hospitals are to be started,
“how education is to be spread and so on. 1 would therefore request my
honourabls friend not to press for the adoption of the resolution at once.
He has quoted figures and he has pleaded the case Toreibly, and I have no
-doubt that the Honoursble Member for Revemue will give every con-
gideration to what he has said. ' .

There is only one thing before I finish my speech, and it is this. This
-appeal of Joyalty to Government and ¢o-operation with Government is out
- B
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of date. There is not another Government pow sitiing upon us beforea
whom we go and put forward the appeal. We are Government ourselves..
(Hear, heor.) I would ask every honourable member in the Houee to act on
the supposition that he is = Revenue Member himself, and that he has to-
adjust the demands from the various departments. T reiterate the request
to ths honourable mover that he will not press the immediate adoption of
Bis resolution.

‘Mr. H. Calvert (F inaneial Commissioner) ; Sir, I think that every one-
of us who hag devoted much time to studying the effects of the reeent heavy-
fall in prices can only feal the very deepeat sympathy with the lot of the eul--
tivating clase in gen.ral in this provuwe (Hear, hear.) There i8 no doubt
about it that the heavy fall in prices is nothing more than an almost universal
disaster on agnculture Undoubtedly this sadden slump in the prices of
agricultural produce is a blow from which our zamindar iriends will take a.
long time to reeover, But the canses, unfortunately, are world-wide. In
industries, where & similar state of affairs is elso now prevalent, relief has:
been sought by the capitalist clase in getting rid of a large number of their
workers and maintaining the balanee on the old rates of pay. Thaet has
resulted in enormous figures of unemployment in almost all the great industrink
countries of the world. In agriculture, and particularly in the family
type of agriculture which prevails in this provinee, that ishardly a praetic-
ablo golution. Im theory it may Dbe possible that the big landlords in this-
provines may ejcet a half or two-thirds of their tenants and o give larger
holdinge o the remaining tenants to enable them to tide over this period of
agricultural distress. But no one here would take such a suggestion as safe
and I do not think ws need discuss it. The fact we have to meet i5.the world-
wide eollapse of prices, both agricultural and industrial, Lhave done my
best to study this guestion from various points of view and, ag far as L
can aseertain, in no conntry has any measure of velief for - landlords, which
eould be ealled satisfactory, been yet evolved. It would seem, indeed, sure.
that a large part of the hurden of this fall in prices must come upon the
landlords in & reduction of the value of their rents. That rental value im
the canal colonies has declined is a fact which ncbody can deny, But the
decline is by no meaus quite so bad ag my honourable friend the mover of
this resolution would haveus believe.

. Now, in the constitntion of thiz Couneil it ig natural that the majority
the greater part of the zamindar element, should be themsolves landlords..
The vote is given on & certain bagis, and that basis excludes the vast majority
of the ordmary self-cultiveitng zamindars, So that we are apt to bear here
the voifce of the landlords, rather than the voies of the tenants or of the small.
self-cultivating zamindars, (Hear, hear.) Now, however great may be
our sympathy for our {riends the landlords, it muet not hlind uy to the
greater need of sympathy for that vast majority of Punjab zamindars who.
eke out a small living on & petty holding of two or three acres. In other
epuntries, and more particularly in England, -when similar calamities have
befallen agrieulture, landlorde do their best to meet the agricultural situ-
ation by reducing rents. In England the average rent taken by landlords
may be ealculated at about 20 per cent. of the gross produce. Inthe Punjeb,
1 think, the general custom is nearer 50 per cent., and there has not:
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yet been any tendency on the part of onr big landlords {o show their sym-
pathy with their tenants in the present sifnation by redueing rents. It-does
seem to me that before our landlords come to Government for practical
asgistance in their distress they should show an egual readiness to meet the
distress of their tonants by redacing rents.

Our learned friend the mover has supplied ug with a caleulation showing
the effect of cultivating a sqnare of land in Lyallpnr. He ontirely over-
Tooked the fact that the greater part, & very large part, of land in Lyallpur
is eultivated on baiat rent, and according to his own caleulation the Ilandlord
of a square still gets something like Rs. 600 for that sguare,

1 think 1 may be pardoned, in view of the faet that the landlord class ig
8o well represented here, if ¥ attempt more to look at the. question from
the point of view of the province as & whole because the landlord elass,
although a very important elass in many ways, is still & very small minority
indeed of zamindars of the Punjah. The first point that sirikes one when
trying éo exemine the effect of this proposed reduction of 25 per eent. in
abiana is thet the vast majoriry of the small zamindare who have no vote and
got no water will guffer from this reduction. 1 know the landlord class of
this provinee far too well totacense them of deliberately trying to shift their
burdens from their own shonlders on to those of the poorer classes. Bub
-they must know that the effect of & proposal like this will be o relieve them of
a very legitimate charge and to place this on the backs of those least able to
bear it. I hope that all those who are thinking of voting for this resolution
will remember one thing. In this Council, under your presidentship, ne
one can charge anyone else with want of straightforwardness, but, cutside
this Council, when election time eomes, it will be said against them that
they bave used their political power to divest themselves of a charge which
they ought to bear and to place that charge on the shoulders of the poorer
poopls in this provines. - ‘

I propose o eonfine myself to the major productive works which - form
the larger part of our capal system, Broadly speaking, the direct receipts
from abiana average about Rs. 4 per acre and the oxpenses of pukting watber
on the acre are round abont Re. 8-7-0. The proposal is that ebiana mey be
toduced by 258 per cent., that is from Rs. 4 to Rs. 8, That relief of 7 annas.
will be borne by the poorer clasess who reeeive no direct benefit irom
the canal svetem. This proposs]l will only aflect those who pay abiana,
sad they form a minority, quite a small minority, of zamindare of this prov-
ince. The honourable mover bases his proposal on a desire to relieve dis-
tress in rural areas. It will not do so. It will merely lighten the burden
on the richer classes and inerease the burden on the poorer classes, and the
distress of a vast majority of people in rura] areas will be increased by this
proposal. Tt means this, that, if you accept this propesal, the poorer people
m this province must produce round ebout 50 lakhs of rupees more for the
benefit of the rest.

Another mistake of the honourable mover was to think that abiona has
gomething to do with the prices of produce. Abiana ie not based on the
prices of produce at all.  dbigna is based on the cost of pulting water on
to the land plus & small margin {0 compensate the rest. of the province for
the water to which they have an equal right with the actual irrigators in

w2
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order that they may get an indirect benefib from the great canal sysiem.

. It is important that we remember that the Punjab eanal system was in the
main eonstructed as an imperial work. The major produstive works of this

province wete built under the orders of the Government of India, and paid

for by money raised by the Government of India. Therefore the Govern-

ment of India have a.lways had a cerfain say in the matter of this question

of wator-rates. We have borrowed round about Rs. 80 orores mostly for

P irrigation works, and we have to pay inferest on

that smount. We are morally bound not fo
depnve oursalves of the power for repayment of that interest.

Now, Jir, the Government of India laid down a definite policy for fixing
abiana. That polisy was that the irrigators should pay for waber such an
emount a8 they could afford to pay in order that the benefits whish they re-
osive may be extended to the remainder of the provines. They stated that
the fixing of water-rates was » commercial transaction, and should be regulat-
ed mainly by the price which the culiivator was W]llmg t0 pay, and that
the water-rate should be a8 high as could be fairl y paid without curtailing the
demand for water, My honoursble friend the'mover never once advanced
& gingle argument againet this principle. He never stated that the abiana
was 80 high that the zamindary were now refusing to fake water. Ha never
stated that abiana was so high that the imigated ares was declining. 1
would like to warn my zamindar friends againsé rushing too hasiily into such
a proposal as this, Reocenily they more or less forced (Government to pass
an amendment of the Land Revenue Act to the effect that the land revenue
should not be altered before 40 years, howover low prices might fall. That,
Sir, was the position forcod on Government by zamindars. If they felt that
abiagna should be based on prices, then the zamindars should have been pre-
pared for a rise in, the rate; when prices were very high. And so I would ask

+hem to hesitate before making any mistake in arguing that abians should be
based on: prices,

_ The other argument to the effeot that the people cannot affozd to pay
water-rates can be easily mot. The honourable mover proposes to reduce the
average water-rates from Rs. 4 to Bs. 8. Three rapees wag the average watex-
rate almost exaectly 25 years ago. In these 25 years the barani area of the
‘Punjab, the area cultivated without the aid of canal water, has declined by
8 million, or 80 lakhs, of acres. The whole of this area has gone info ocanel
irrigation. - The cultivators of these 80 lakhs of acres have voluntarily taken
wator and are paying for it. Not only that; but, since canals were in-
troduced in this provinge, 1 millicn, or 10 lakhs, of acres which wera
cultivated with the aid of wells ara now being eultivated with the aid of
canals. Over 10 lakhs of asres people have dissarded wells in favour of
ganals. Whyieit? Is it because canal water is charged so high or so low 2
1 would warn my honourable friends against being over-hasty in asking that
abigna’should be inked wp with prices of produce.  The abiana was last
fized prior fo 1924 in 1904. It was then fixed at round aboui Bs. 8 per

-aore. Fox many years affer that, nntil quite recently, the amount of produce
-wahich the zamindar had to sell fo pay his water-rates steadily declined. I#
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declined sieadily for 20 years. For 20 years the zamindars were paying
less and less for their water every year until 1924, when it was raised
again. The aotual rates brought the atians back o less in terms of produce
than what it was in 1904. In 1924, though wator-rates were raised, still the
zaminder had fo sell less of his produee to pay the rates than he had to pay
the rafesin 1904. 1If in 1904 the abéana had been fixed on prices of produce,
for mors than 10 years the abiane would have beex not Re. 4 per
aore, but Bs. & or Be, 10. If abiana had then been fixed on prices, then there
would have been & case for my honourable friend’s proposal, there would
then have been a case for its reduction form Rs. 9 or Re. 10 down to, say,
BRs. 4 at prosent. Buf, Sir, abiana was never fixed on the basiy of priees.
And, if my honourable friends the zamindars of this Couneil propose to
link wp abione with prices, they must be prepared to face a rise in abiona
up to Bs. 9 or Rs. 10 if ever prices go up fo the heights they have stopped
at for the last 10 years. The present average water-rate, s I said, is Re.. 4
an acre, and the resolution proposes its reduction to Rs. 8. The honourable
mover carefully aveided going into any disenssion as to how this rate of
Rs. 4 was arrived at. At present the maintenance and repairs of our canal
system costs about 14 annas per acre. The establishment charges are also.
about 14 annas per acre. Then, Sir, comes an item which my honourable
friend entirely omitted to inform this Counecil about—interest charges. The
interest charges are Re. 1-10-0 per acre, Therefore the total charges which.
the Punjab Government hes to meet are Ra. 8-6-0 or Rs, 8-7-0 per acre.
As the charge levied is Rs. 4, wo are loft with a margin of 9 annas with which
o meet the demands as to the rest of the province. If the water-rate is-
reduced from Rs. 4 to Rs. 8, the Punjab Government is left with & deficib
of 7 annas on every acre irrigated, and, Sir, somebody must pay thet:
7 annas, which cannof be wiped off the slate ; and, if those who get the water
use their politioal power {o refuse to pay it, the only persons left to pay it
are the poer miserable people who are living on the few acres of barand land,.
and who can never seo & canal in their lifolime. Twenty-five years ago, when
the weter-rate was Re. 8, the maintenance and repairs cost 11 annas;
establishment 8 annas; interest charges 12 annas; making up s total of
Re. 1-15-0, or roughly Rs. 2. That laft the provinee Re. 1 per acre irrigated
for its general revenue purposes. I should like to remind honourable members
of the figures which show how extraordinarily efficient the Irrigation
Department have shown themselves in keeping down their cosis. In 25 years
maintenance and ropeir charges have only increased from 11 to 14 annas.
I think a remarkable achievement for that department. Establishment
charges hava only increased from 8 annas to 14 annas, again a very small
increase for 25 years. But interest charges have increased from 12 annas to
Re. 1-10-0, The largest inorease is under inferest cherges, an increase of
14 annas, The result 1g this : that, whereas 25 years ago the general revenues
of the province benefited by Re. 1 per acre irrigated, or, in all, & sum of Rs. 6@
lakhs, af present, with twice the ares irrigated, the general revenues only get,
shout Rs. 70 lakhs. If the abiane of 1904 in terme of produce had been
maintained, the general revenues would have benefited by Rs. 1,11 lakhs.
‘We are actually taking about 40 lakhs less from the zamindars of the province-
-than we would take on the basis of 25 years ago. The general public is.
losing abont 40 to 50 lakhs-a year owing to the faet that we have not put
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abiane up a8 we ought to have done. In 1904 the Govemmmt of Indm
dirested the Punjab Government to revise its water-rates at the end of five
‘yoars. If, as I say, the Punjab Government hed faken that advies, the
‘water-rates would have been round about Rs, 10 per acre in 1920, instead of
‘a8 they were—Rs. 8-5-0. 1t would be seen that, if the proposal of the honour-
able mover wero aocepted, onr magnificent system of canals through-
out tha provinee would eease to.be profitable. Far from being a source .
of finanecial strength to the provinoce, they will be a great financial loss. That,
Slr, in & few words, would be one big effect of this proposal. .

" The honourablé mover, quite justifiably and naburally, rather streﬂsed
the ease of the Lower Chenab Canal. That canal was buil} in the last century
when labour was very very cheap. The older eansl systemwas feirly cheap,
and any big canal gystem constructed in the eightios of the last century
has been profitable. The whole of the Punjab canal system yields & profit
of only 2*5 per cent. on ocapital outlay. The honourable mover suggested
that Government could reasonably expect 5, 6 or 9 per cent. interest. But
it gots only 2+5 per cent., and his proposal would wipe off that profit and
make these eanals run 8t o loss. I should like to ask the House, espeoially
‘those members who feel thet abiana is high, whether fhey themselves, if
they were a commaorsial firm, would be satisfied with 2:5 per ceni, on
their capital ouilay.

. There is one more point. - The great Punjab canals have of course been
preceded by carefully prepared estimates. Thoss estimetes bave only been
sanctioned by the Government of India and the Secretary of State when the
estimates have shown a profit over all chaerges, and thay have practically
been sanctioned on the understandmg that the oanal system will be so . worked
that they will show & profit, and not a loss. On those estimates, and on
that understanding, that the oanal system shall be so worked as to yield a
profit, we have been able to borrow nearly 80 orores of rupess. I think, Sir,
we should think twisce before, having persueded the world to lend us Re. 80
¢tores, we go back on the understandmg on which that sum was lent to uy’
-and $urn the canal system into a source of loss, instead of heing & source of
;profit, I would warn my friende again tha, in desiding which way to voie
-on this proposal, they should bear in mind the meaning of what I have jusé
said. If the great construetive works estimated to yield » profif, and builé
~with borrowed monay on the understanding that they should yield a profit,
.are furned into a financial loss by a vote of this Counecil, then surely my
‘honourable friends must see that this will mean the end, the ecraplete end,
of all great constraotive works in this provinee. If wi]l mean ho Haveli
.projeot, no Bhakra dam ; it will mean no Government eould embark on any
dsrge constructive work with borrowed oapital because it will feel sure tha,
having embarked on thie work, having borrowed the smount and having
spent the money, the Councilt will upset i by » vote, and twm & profitable .
,-sehame into & source of loss to the Punjab. My honourable friend, in refer-
zing to the Lower Chenab Canal, was of course on very safe ground. But,
A8 overyone knows, on counts our expenses have beon steadily inoreasing in
&be present cenéury. The Lower Chenab Canal was construoted in the last
Qentury at a sost of, I think, Rs, 20 per acre, annually irrigated.” The later
#anals have bhemm mnstruct.ed at a cost of about Ra. 70 per nors;, annually
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Arrigated. That is to eay, the Lower Bari Doab Canal and the Sutlej Valley
Projoot have all cost round aboui Rs. 70 por sere. My honourable friend
‘will sce that intercst charges at 6 per aent. on Rs. 20 per acre cowe
$o only about Be. 1 per acre. But on the later projeets, carried out at a cost of
‘Bs. 70, interest charges amount to Rs. 4. I have oxplained to this Couneil
before that in the newer projects we are actually cherging less abians than
‘what it eosbe to put the water on to the land. The inberest charges are
alone Rs. 4, and maintenance charges and establishment acoount for anothar
Re. 2. It oosts on the wholo Rs. 6 per aors in all the new canals, where
'wo only charge abont Rs. 4. Government regard the Punjab canal
sysiem a3 one, and Government regards the Punjab people a¢ one, There-
fore (Government thinks it fit to bake parb of the profits of its older canals
to relisve the irrigators of the newer canals so that water-rates may be even
through the whole province. And my honourable friends will remember
that in 1924 the Government of the time did not raise the wabor-rates
boyond the maximum of any disriet, but sought to maintain a eommon
devol thronghout the provinse. My honourable friend referred to the raising
of tho water-rafes in 1924, and he rather suggested that that wes a very
heavy rise. . The acusl increase was only 17 per cent. The proposal was,
&8 he said, for an increase of 70 lakhs, but aetually, when the scheme was
put into force, the ineresse was much less, I might explin to honourabla
members that, a9 there are different rates on different erops, the effect on the
valtivators of this provines, sowing higher grade crops, such as eotton, wheat
and sugarcane, was a rise in the average water-rate from Rs. 8 to Rs. 8-8-0
before the rise of 1924 took place. Tt was a normal rise due to the very large
increase under wheat, sugarcane and cotton.

The honourable mover has mentioned thet this propoesal would cost
the provinee shoni one erore, and he went on o suggest methods whereby
it could be met. All those methods involved the taking off the burden
from the richest class of the province and putting it on the backs of the
poorast,

Now Iam going to tread for a second on rather delicate ground. There
‘#Te many people who have read the Simon Report,and who hiold that provineial
autonomy will fail on finaneial grounds; that the pressure brought to bear
on members to vote a reduction in Government revenues would be so great
that they will be unable to resistit. Sir, I think, this i3 a test cage as to
whether this provinee is or is not really fit for financial antonomy. If this
wrovince, this Council, as here assenibled, realize thai Government cannoh
afford to charge the richest class in this provinee less than the cost price of
their water, # they deeide that those people must pay their full does and must
not be allowed to throw their burdens on the backs of the poorest, especially
on those who have no vote or no representation, fhen, Sir, there will be a
very strong argument for provincial aufonomy for the provinece. If, on the
the other hand, the Couneil takes & narrower view, if -they say to thosa
peopla living across the Jhelum : we do not mind if there is no one to re-
present you here; you must pay, what should really be ocur burden,
then, Sir, it is an argument ageingt the further grant of provineial antonomy
to this province. Water-rates are in no senss a taX. The honourable
mover suggested that they were. Ho mggested that the water-rate was a iax,
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and that Government should levy the tax with due regard to people’s éapa~
city to pay. Buf water-rates are only & commercial charge for a commere-
ial service. Thoy are as mueh sc as freight rates, or passemgor fares on-
railways. They represent the actnal cost of the service, and not a profit.
The profit aceruing to railways, as we all know, is very small indeed, just
a8 much as is any profit ecoruing from cur great Punjab canals. When

last year a certain amount of agitation on the same lines abont cotton waa

fet on foot and e motion was moved, I think, that, owing to the fall in the-
Price of cotton, water-rates should be reduced, then, Bir, it so happened that
the people of the Lower Jhelum Cezial were faced with complete disaster,
and the argument about reduction of abizna for cotton dissppesred. No

one ever heard it. All petitions from the Lower Jhelum Canal ceased. People-
there did not grumble at water-rates. They wanted water. If it was not
supplied, we cannot realize how many millions of people now would be-
forced to live on wages from test works. The honourable mover rather sug--
gested that ebigna was more than the zamindars eould pay, but abiana is.
the life blood; it is absolutely essential to them for they have to take water:
or have no crops. In the Lyallpur district the irrigated ares is well over

12 lakhs of acres and Jarani only & few thousands. Without the cana! systenn
there could practically be no eultivation, no population, in that distriot.

I om ofraid that all T have said may have sounded rafher ungym-
pathetic to the earg of my zamindar friends. I think we must bear in mind
that & very great deal, in faet o large proportion, of the prosperity which
they have enjoyed for the last 15 years has been due to causes beyond their
sontrol, Indeed the great rise in prosperity throughout the Panjab as &
whole has been due in the first instence to the opening oi the Suez Canak
in 1869, which enabled them {o find an outlet for-their surplus produce,
The railwaye end canals have brought the zamindars further prosperity,
and, yet further, a-very important element which has inereased the pro-
sperity of the zamindar enormously and put them on a very secars footing
has been the growth and development of a large, well-organized, well-trained,,
commeteiel olags. It is the commercial class which has enabled the zamindar
to markot hiv produce. It is the commereial class which, with improving
methods, hag managed to find an outlet for all their snrplas whea.t and cotton.
It is the eommmereial elass who have brought baek to the zemindars the goods
, for which they exchange their produse. A very large paxt of the security of
oux zamindar friends has been brought about by the growth and development: -
of a well-organized commercial e¢lass. And it is the commercial clasy in
large measure which has saved this country from famine. I do nof think
that any of onr friends hero wounld say that the average zamindar in the.
provinee ploughs his land more ofiten, or puts in more labour than he did
80 years ago. The labour expended i very much the same. There it no
increase in outturn, except that due toirrigation. The major part of the
Pprodperous condition of the zamindars has been due to the rige of pricet dite to
euses outside their control. Similarly, 1 am very much afraid thst this very
disastrous slnmp in prices in also dwe to eonditionz ontside their eonfrol.
My honourable friend will ask * why don’t you suggesi remedies. We
suggest onie remedy and you turn that down. ' Buggest another.? I am
afraid that question is being raised in more countries than one. The only




-

RESOLUTION RE REDUCTION OF ABIANA, 5T

golution would be the abolition of all proteetive duties on steel, sugar, foreign.
oloth and 80 on, 50 as to develop the import trade, and ereate a bigger
demand for our produce, and, once more, t¢ enable us fo export cur
cotton and wheat to markets overseas. But those mepsures of relief are
outside the powers of the Punjab Government, 1 think that our friends,
when they carefally econsider their position, will agree that on the whole
they have been treated very leniently indeed by Government. When prices:
rosa, there was no atternpt made to break settlemsnt contracts and raise land.
revenue. Not & single case is there where land revenus was raised in viola-
tion of settlement agreoments. On the other hand, Government stood by
its eontract and asked from the zamindars no further eontributions t6 meet:
their inereased needs. Throughout all our froublons times we have done
our hest to make the way of the zamindars easy. But it is perhaps quite- .
true thai our friends should find in their neighbourhood a feeling of distress:
at the fall in prices and should call for & reduction of the water-rate. May
I remind them of the distress which this fall in prices mast have caused on all.
those poor people in Kangra, Hoshisrpur and those poor districts where no-
oanals run and whoere, if they wani water, they have to gink a woll and pay
Rs.20 to Ra. 40 an acre, not Re.4. No petitions, Sir, come from Jullundur,
Hoshiarpur and other such affected distriets to reduce the cost of well irri-
gation! Government build the eanals on borrowed money, but people.
here have to build their own wells on their own money. There is no proposal
in this Council that Government should sink wells for theso poor distressed.
people, and bear the whole burden of the water-rates, or rather charge them.
Rs. 5 per acro for water and put the other Rz. 15 on to the shoulders of
our canal -irrigated zamindars, I am rather surprised that my honourable-
friend has not in any way advanced a single argument on the method by
which, at present, the waber-rate is arrived at. He entirely ignored it, and
eorfined himself to prices and talked of distress. Prices, as I have shown,,
have nothing to do with abiana. He mentioned the sale of bageya land in
Lyallpur. That of course has nothing whatever to do with abiana.
The sale was a perfectly {ree sale, perfectly free auetions, and people at those-
auctions bid what they wished ; and there was po pressure of Government,
uo order from Government ; they bid what sum they thought fit, and that.
cannot be nsed as an argament for reducing abianae orreansls. He mentioned
the enormous increase of 2amindars’ debt. That again is due to no fault
of Government. It has been ineurred voluntarily, and eannot be used as:
an argument for reducing abieng. He also referred to the exchange ques--
tion at Bombay, but I refuse to follow him into that difficult preblem, T
would refor him to Caleuita, where he will find all the arguments sot forth.

He ignored in his discussion the interest charges which I bave just said:
repredent the biggest increase in the item of the coste on revenve. The
cepital outlay on the canals is entirely beyond the capacity of the Punjal to-
raise, but surely, when we borrow on the eredit of the Government of Indis.
in the cheapest possible market—and the Government of India gets money
. for us at & cheaper rate than we can onrselves get it—we are notm a positiom

t0 grumble at the charges.

T have tried to put before the Council the casc, a3 T see, it for no inferfer.
ence with this obiane question. To me it seems a much bigger questiom
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than my bonourable friend suggested. It may be, ag several of my honout-
able friends here will say, that T am now takmg sides against the semindars,
but [ think sometimes it is the business, it is the duty, on our part fo warn our
friends hete against taking a wrong step and urging that they would be
taking & wrong view, a markedly false step, if they vote in iavour of the
present proposal. (Cheers.)
Sayad Mubammad Husain [Montgomery (Muhemmadan) Rural]
Sir, it is & pity that such a vital question as the decrcase of abiane shounld
be so lightly treated by this House and I was quite disappointed when I
heard the speech of my honpurable friend the Financial Commissioner,
& man of such wide sympathies and greet experience, condemhing the policy
of reduction of abiane. 8ir, the views of my friend would have been much
stronger and would have received greater support if I or anybody else had
noted that muéh had been done in districts like Hissar and Muzaffar-
garh, if all the money which has been realized in the form of enhanced
abiana and which is decidedly at this juncture more than 50 lekhs, had been
spent on the uplift of these poor districts. I had a ehance only reeently to
go fo the distriets of Hissar and Muzaffargarh. The uundltmn there is going
from bad to worse. The Hissar distriet even ab this stage is on famine relief
works, and may I {ell you the condition there ? The women there get only
7 pice or less than 2 annas per head and they have to go with their families
sometimes 8 miles and sometimes 4 miles to get work whieh has been staried
for thair relief. You will often notice that they have no clothing to cover
their bodies; their children areina famished condition. How can you
oxpect them to live on 7 pice ? And, if you were to go to. the district of
Muzaffargarh, you will find the same thing over there. There the people
have been given taccavi which Government i3 now realizing . But the
poople do not find any market for their grain ; they oannot find any market
For their wheat, which is being sold at Re. 1-8-0 amaund. There is no market,
“the prices have gone down, and their crop will go to the bania to psy the
demands of Government and they will remain as poor and resourceless
a8 they were before. And still Government is proud of what they are
doing. People here are drawing thousands and thousands of rapees ; but, if
they weroto go to sheso poor d istricts, they will gimply be dmappomted.
The conditions thers are not worthy of dogs to live in. I ask them, led
them inerease the rate, but they must spend the money on the relief of these
people, This will mean something, Now, Bu-, I may tell you somothmg
about alians. The incidence of abiana ig also upon the poor. Ii is
the poorer classes who suffer by this. It has boen said that rich people
should roduce their rents. But let me ask how many rich people there are
who are paying abiana. If you were to ses the list of the landeholders who pey
mors than Ra. 500 as’land revenue, including irrigated, as well as ummga.tecl
tracts, it will not be more than Rs. 8,000. You may jusk imagine thet it
will touch mostly the poorer zamindars for there aers only 8,000 people
who pay more then Ra. 500 as abiana. Bub thore are thousands of thoee
who are paying small amounts. Some of them are tensnts and some are
pessant propristors. Now #ake the ease of the distriot of Lyallpur, which is
the nohest district. What is the namber of holdings there ? Originally the
. holdings extended to half or one squazre of.land, - Bus it has boen reduced
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now. The distriet was izrigated some 30 or 40 years back end threo genera-
hions have existed after that with the resnlt that the extent of an average
‘holding now is not more than 3 or 4 acres. Now the relief which the
honourable mover of the resolution asks for is for the benefit of these people.
I agk that if you are unable to give relief to these threa thousand people, then
give rdlief to at lenst those who pay less than Rs. 500 as revenue. If the Gov-
ernment is really honest, it should make a rule that those people who have
Mess than a square of land showld get the rolief (Hear, hear). No
-eivilized Government can tolerate the state of affairs which is going om in
«digtricts of Hissar and Muzaffargarh. Are you pot ashamed of this? Ave
you not ashamed that you are getting five thousands when these people are
living a dog’s life ? I ask thom to do away with one of the beneficant depart-
menty. I ask them to abolish the Department of Agrieulbure and spend the
#aving on the relief of the psople. This Depariment has done no good. What
is the use of a department spending s orora of rapess Wwhen ‘the people are
dying? The people are dying. they have not apise fio spend and you are
muliiplying the Departments. It is not a Joke with us, Everybody takes
it a3 & joke, But, when the agitation is going on when the atmoshpere is
suroharged with agitation, when the people are starving and when they find
fhe burden intolerable and when the people are unable to pay the land
ravenue we should not taks this matter in sush & light way. Whai will the
poople think when the speeches go to the Press ? They will all go to the
‘Congress. 1 was told by my friend Shahadat Khan, who represents the dis~
triot with Mian Nur Ullah that all the revenue has been paid. But in what
‘'way has it been done ? They have had to dispose of fheir ornements.
"They have either mortgaged or they have seld them.

- Ral Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : With whom have they mortgaged
tthem ? '
Sayad Muhammad Husain : With you people. It is not a joke.
I cannot understand the attitude of these people. On the one hand Mr.
Gandhi says that 50 per cent. land revenue should be. reduced forthwith
and on the other these people langh at these demands. TIn these distriets
the people are in a very great diffieulty, They have paid land revenue by
disposing of their ornaments or bullocks or by borrowing money. This is
the ease in a rich distriet Lke Lyallpur. Now come to my district. I weni
4o the fabsil of Dipalpur fo pay my land revenue. The tahsildar fold me
that he was sitting idle. Formerly by that time he wsed to get 40, 50 thou.
sands & day, but now ke had not enough to pay his expenses. The peopla
have paid the rabi revenue with very great difficulty. Not that they were
not willing to pay, not that they are having & no-tax campaign, but i'.hey hed
great diffiouliy in paying rets revenue because they had no money, * The
Government kindly extended the date of payment by fifteen days, atill thoy
‘eould not pay the demand. Now their lands will be sold and many people
‘will have to go to judicial lock-up and the abiana and ravenus of the tahsil
of Dipalpur will be realised with great difficulty. The same is the condition
I am fold by the representative of Multan, in his distriet. Thare the people
have already morigaged their lands and they have sold everything to pay the
tevenue. My friend from Dera Ghazi Khan tells me that lambardars are
going to lock up for failing to pay land revenue. But inspite of thaé the land

-
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revenue of the Montgomery district is going o be enhan.ced I do nob-
understand what pretext is there to do so.

Myx. President : Order, oxder, that is not raleva.ni; to the question
before us.

Sayad Muhammad Husain : The Financial Commissioner ingroduced

the oloment of revenue in his speoch. If that was relevant, it should be-
relevant here also.

My, President ¢ Order, order, the honourable member ghould not
disouss land revenue in the Montgomery distriot.

Sayad Muhammd Husain : Very well, Sir. I had only to say this
much that if they had waited for some years, they would have known if the-
Prices were going to remain as low as that or if they were going to improve.
Now, I refer to the speech of the Honourable Member for Revenue, the pre-
deceseor of the gallant Captain Sikendar Hyat Khan. Hestated that if the
prices of eotton were $o go below Ra. 5 or Rs. 4 a maund, then the Government.
will be prepared to reconsider the question of abigna. At that time the-
priees were somewhers about Re. 8. Tn my speech I'said something which

nobody rebutted, I refer to my speech oz page 512, because I cannot find
the speech of the Honourable Member for Revenue,

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hzat Khan : But then.
it is not the speech of the Honourable Revenue Member you are referring:
fo.

Sayad Muhammad Hussain ¢ No, because I aannot find it, bui I can
show the Honourable Member if he likes and moreover, he can say if he-
doos not respect the word of his predecessor ** you don’t eare forit. He stated
that if the prices of cotton were fo go'below Rs. 8, he will reconsider the whole
guestion of abiana.” There wasno probability of the prices of cotton growing:
Lelow Ra. 5, but now they have gone down sven below Rs. 8 or Rs. 4.

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : Is the-
honour&ble member anticipating the fature prices or is he quoting the current
prices ?

Sayad Muhammad Husain; I am quoting the ruling prices. The-
‘condition in Ameries is a very good. In India on acsount of the boyoott
movement which is going on, no orders are placed. The mills in England!
have stopped working and they will buy less.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : 24 miils in- Bombay have elosed down.
throwing 170,000 people out of employment.

Sayad Mchammad Husain : And also lakhs ot people here have to-
suffer. On account of the Tariff Bill and the increased dufy on imports
from Japen, Japan will not be able to sell its sommodities here in competi-
tion with other countries. The vesuli will be Japan will buy less from us.
She was one of our greatest customers. In addition to that the area under-
cotton cultivation has increased. All these causes combined will raduce the.
price. Inthe Sfalesman of yesterday you will find that the condition now
prevailing in Bombay is stationary and every day thete is a fall of 10 or 15
fabares in the eotton market. ‘
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The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: What
38 the present price ? .

Sayad Muhammad Husain ;: The present price is 15 or 16. The
Honourable Member can work it out. I think Sardar Ujjal Singh will be able
10 give him thess figures a9 he deals with these things. Being & Revenue
Member, he ought to know all these things.

Pandit Nanak Chand : The honourable member is not speaking from
‘“his place.

Sayad Mohammad Husain : You people sit here without knowing
the condition of the masges.

Mr. President : The honourable member wiil not answer any quesiion.
Nor should any question be put, except through the Chair.

Sayad Muhemmad Husain : Now, Sir, these are our two staple crops,
‘wheat and cotton. Coming now to wheat, the price of wheat when I left
my village was Rs. 2-5-0 in market or Rs. 2-0-0 in villages. In the villages
it does not work out to more than Rs. & and no body pays even this much,
People who go to the market with the wheat realise a little less than Rs. 2.

" 'With that income he haa to meet the land revenue and abiona. My friend
quoted from & book by Mr. Roberts ‘which is an old book wriften 5or 6 years
220. The normal yield in tke districts of Gujranwala and Lyallpur does not
work out fo more than 8 msunds per acre. Leaving out the geod land which
may yiold more, the average yield is mot more than 8 meunds
per acre under canal-irrigated area. In some places it may be even less
than that. Now teke away from it abiana Rs. 6 and land revenue Rs. 6.
Then the local rate or cess is Ra. 2. This comen to Ra. 14, whieh goes to the
‘Government. Again there are many places in the Nili Bar where 25 or
‘80 per cent. of the yield is destroyed by rains. My friend, Sardar Ujjal
‘Bingh, told me the other day that in his part of the couniry their crops also
‘were spoiled by rains and they do not fatch the full market value. Thie is the
-¢ase in many other places. So the price works out to much less and who
knows i may sfill go down. We do pot know what will be the condition
10 or 15 days hence. Just imagine, how a zamindar with half & square of
Jand working for eix monihs hes to gei on with his family. He puts his
8ged. He pubs his labour. Hoe sinks his capital upon his bullocks and upon
-pverything and he does nok reslise anything at all. Don't you think the
pinch is very severe whan the man worke through the whole year and does
noti renlise anything ? The Government can give him relief by reducing the
tax. The tax must always be levied according to the taxable ocapacity.
In these days when all this agitation is afoot, it will be a very wise step on
‘the part of the Government if they could give some relief to these poor people,
in the irrigated trasts by redusing the abiana and in the unirrigated tracts
by means of remission of land revenue and interest charges on tacesvi and
similar things. Tt is no goed arguing with these paopls, ** It ia all for your
good. 'Woe are giving you eduecation ; all this money is being spent on hospi-
‘tals " and so on. The man does not find even his bread. He is asking for
bread and you are giving him stone. What is the good of giving medical aid
to & man who is starving ? The first aid he wants is bread. Remove those
-economic troubles, giving him enough bread and then it will be fime to think
-of giving him education and medical aid. It is no good saying to him, * You
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have got to meet expenditure on transferred suh;ec’sa you are going o get
responsible government—ihough the Ministers will not he responsible to the
House—but you will get some form of responsible government.” Thers is
no use of saying to him all these things. The great argument which the
Honourable Finaneial Commissioner put forward was that this is really not
® tax, but it is the price of water that they are charging. But what is the idea
of price? In the first place I think it is tax puro and simple and I mainéain
that the Clovernment is not entitled to take anything more than the mainte-
nance charges and the interest on the capital outlay. I have been putiing
forward this question year affer year and my honourable friend, Sir Henry
Craik, has told me that when I die the word * abiona * wonld siill linger In
my heart. 1 have been pleading for this from the very beginning end have
oollected facts and figures. I can say none of these porennial eamale is
running ot a loss, The income on the capital outlay of these canals varies
from 20 to 40 per cent. In those days the Lower Chenab Canal was paying
_ag much ag 40 per cent. At any rate no perennial canal is paying less then
6 per cent. We borrow money from the Government of India at 6 per cent.
and the aanals are giving ua much more than that and there was no reason
to increase the abiana rates. If you compars Punjab with Bombay and other
places, you will find that the Bombay Govamment are constructing their
eanals for the good of their people and they are not realising mors than 8
per cent.
Mr. H. Calvert: What ave the water-rates in Bombay ?

Sayad Mubammad Husain : T do not know. I am only giving you
instances. Their eanals are not paying more than 3 per cent. upon the eapi-
tal onilay. I can show you the book. .

: The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : What
are your canals paying ?

Sayad Muhammad Husain ; Between 20 and: 40 per cent.
The Hoenourable Captain Sardar Sikendar Hyat Khan : No.

Sayad Muhammad Hesain ¢ 1 am speaking subject to sorzeetion. At
any rate they are paying more than 6 per cent. You cannot find any canal
whieh is paying less than 6 per cent. Now, Sir, history is repeating itself in
our case. What happened 50 or 60 years ago at the tims of the war between
the Northern States and the Southern States of Ameriea is happening now.
In his femous book, the Economic History of India, Romesh Chander Dutt
states that during that war people in Ameriea were not engaged in growing
cotton and the price of Indian cotton rose abnormally. TUnfortumately in
those days several distriots of the Decoan were assessed abt very high
rates. What wes the result ? The result was just the same as here. You
assessod Lyallpur when the price of cotton was Rs. 20 per acre, for instance.
Now in Bombay they had to revise the land revenue, becanse its incidence
was fixed at a time Wwhen the prices were high and those prices have now
fallen. All this you will find in Romesh Chander Duté’s book.

We are now confronted with the same conditions in the Punjab. Most
of onr districts were assesged ot a time when the prices of commedities were
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very high. Iam not now asking the Government to rovise the Jand revenue.
That is another quite difforent thing. I sm now talking of abiana and it must
bo reduced. If the Government had a right in enhaneing the abiana and gett-
ing a orore of rupees by one stroke of the pen at that time, cannot they son-
sider now, especially when the Honoursble Revenue Momber himselt had given.
us the assurance that when the prices of cotton went down to Rs. 4 thie guestion
of reducing abiana would be eonsidered, whether they can reduce the ahana
rate ? Are tho words of the Honourable Revenue Member to have no weight
with us and with the Government ? Is the Government 8o cruel in this-cage
where people are unable to pay the land revenue and ebiana # What will be
the result if they will not reduce the abiane, I am not going to say being a
loyal subject of the Governinent. The result is evident. You oan yourself
see ib. I ean only say there is no use weeping before the blind. With these
words I strongly support the resolution of my honourable friend, Mian
Nurullah, and ask the Government, rather implore them, to do something
to these poor people. Let them not merely put up facts and figures. Let
them consider the question in iia true perspactive, consider it economically,.
congider if politically, consider it morally and if they consider it in that light
I am sure some good will coms out.
Dr. Gokul Chand Narang What conoession are you going to show
to your {enants ? '
Sayad Muhammad Husain : I am very thankfo] to the honourable
5 member that he has reminded me of that, It has
- been said that the zamindars of the Punjeb are nob
showing the same concessions to their tenants as the zamindars of England
In the first place as I have fold you alveady, there the number of zamin-
dars with small holdings is very small. The whole of England is parcelled
out hotween a fow landlords, say 50 or 40.

Mr. C. A. H. Townsend : What is your authority for that ?
Sayad Muhammad Husain : Am I wrong ?
Mr. C. A. H. Townsend : That is a gross exaggeration.

_%ayad Muhammad Husain : If I am wrong, I should like to be eor-

rected.

" Mr. C. A. H. Townsend ¢ I cannot tell yon the exzact number off
and.

Dr. Gokual Ghand Nagang : It is over 10,000,

Sayad Muhammad Husain ; Af any rate the number of landlords, who-
possess small holdings, is very small, and they possess land for industrial
purposes and not for agricultural purposes. The case of England is not
analogouns to the Punjab, but that of Ireland is. Sir Louis Dane used to say
that Ireland was analogous to the Punjab inagmuch as Irelend was a land
of peasant proprietors like the Punjab. In the Punjab with the excepiion
of 2 few Tiwanag and a few Chiefs {4 woicz: And a few Pirs) the land-
holders are all peagant propristors who till their land with their own hands..
As regards the few of those who own large areas of land, surely they ought
o do something for the relief of these people.  In my own case I am prepared
to do anything you like on the condition that you give the relief. In my
awn case we divide the ineome helf and half, so that any increase or any
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qacrease is shared by both equally. There are cases in which landholders
take one-fourth. Any relief given by Government will go to those tenants,
It Government is not satisfied, let it send any men they like to ascertain
the truth of my statement. It is no use saying that the landlords are robbing.
We are not getting anything. Thig time I had to pay land revenue more
than my income. A very trastworthy zamindar of Jullandar told me that
from the 20 squares his income was Bs. 4,600 and the revenue was Rs. 4,500.
What relief then can you expect from him ? What will he do? Wil he
give the Rs. 100 to the patwaris or to any one else? The income of hig
gamindars hag dwindled down from thousands to hundreds, and mow
they find it difficult to make both ends meet. Those of the zamindars who
have no subsidiary income are starving. They have become poor and are .
‘involved seriously in debt. The zaminders who are free from debt can be
-eounted on the tips of one's fingers. The Honourable Financial Commissioner
“will bear me out that s0 many applications are made by zamindars for courts
-of wards for political services rendered by them. They have become poor,
may be on account of their reckiessness, but the fact remains that it is very
-diffienlt to lower the standard of one's living. If a European were called
upon to lower his standard and live like & poor Indien who Lves on a few
~grams he will find i very difficulé o do so.

Mpr. Prosideat : I thought that the honourable member had finished
-his speech, but he seems to have started it over again.

Sayad Muhammad Husain : Ask the tenants what they themselves
want, You will find that they are prepared to keep us as their co-partners,
rather than do awey with us, With these foew words I strongly support the
rosolution and urge upon Government to give it a very sympathetic
-eongideration.
Mr. H. F. Ashton (Chief Engineer) : Sir, T wish to deal as briefly as
‘T can with a few of the details which the honourable mover of this resolution
‘put forward. I am afraid that I will have to quote a certain number of
~figures. The honourable member who spoke last apparently dislikes figares

because he has asked us not to quote figares. They are difficult things to
‘meet because thoy represent hard facts, facts that cannot be very well got
yound. However, I will iry and quote as few figures as possible.

_Among the couses of the present depression. of zamindars the
"honourable mover of the resolution mentioned failore of orops. While
“there have been faflureg of erops during the last fow years, special remissions
"have been given for these failures. The amounts of those remissions will be
-quoted later. Secondly, the honourable member started his speech by saying
-or said af the beginning of his speech that he would deal specially with the
Lyallpur district, the Lower Chenab Canal. Another of the causes he
‘mentioned was floods. As far as I know there was practically no damage
by floods last year on the Lower Chenab Canal. Thore was heavy damage on
‘the Lower Jhelum Canal, o certain amount of damage on the Upper Chenab
Canal, hesvy damage in Muzaffargarh and heavy damage in Dera
Ghazi Khan by hill torrenfs, -but so far as I know thare was
dittle or no flood damage on the Lower Chenab Canal. Another cause was
-an inersase in the area colonised and a decrease in water supply. In the case
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of any channel in ¢colony land, that is in erown waste-land, the “method is -t
work out your chaks, that is the areas esch water-course is designed to
irrigete, then you take the gross areas, from that you deduet the uncornmand-
ed areas and 5o obtain the gross commanded areas. From that you deduet -
a cortain porcentege for unculturable arés. Again you deduet the area laid
down by the Colonization Officer for chiragah and you eventually get what
we call the “ culturable commanded area.” From the vary beginning water
supply is allowed to the whole of that * ¢ulturable commanded area ™" and
it remains for the Colonisetion Qfficer fo allot aund colonise the land. It
frequently happens, in faoct it happens, one may say, in every village in crown.
waste lands, that the whole area, the c¢ulturable commanded area, is not
allotted to start with. If there are 80 squares of such land, only 20 may be
allotted at the beginning. The remaining 10 will be gradually allotted as -
colonists inerease. That mey take 20 years or may take 25 years. The
result is thati the men who took 20 squares get the water supply for 80 till
the other squares aro alloited.. Naturally they consider that their water
supply is reduced. It has not been reduced bolow the designed supply;
they have been using water to which they have not been eniitled. In exactly
the saine way some of the bagaislands ars affecting water supply.  All theb
bagaie land hag been provided for in the design of the channel. It has now
been sold and the water has been allofted from the sapply which already
oxists for this land. . ' :

- The honourable mover of the resolution aid that the Lower Chenab Canal
had been paying up to 47 per cent. on the capital outleay and suggested
that the rate of abiane should be such that only a reasonablé percentage
should be obtained. The honourable member is quite right, Figures show
that the Liower Chemab Canel has boen paying up to 40 to 45 per cent., bat
this resolution is about abiana and abians alone, and we must therefore turn .
to only abiana fignres. Taking direct recsipts only, that is, from water rates,
in 1928-29, the abiana receipts were practically e crore of rupees. The indivect
receipts wore also Rs. 99,67,000.  The actual percentage of capitel outlay
of the Lower Chenab Canal (direct receipts) only was 12.88—mot very far
wrong from what the honourable mover eonsidered a reasonable percentage
of 10. But you eannot take the Lower Chenab Canel alone. You must take
it in conjunction with the remaining four eanals. The honourable member
from Montgomery mentioned the Lower Bari Dogb Canal. Now, in order fo
supply water to the Lower Bari Doab Canal the Upper Chenab Canal had to
be made. In order to supply water to-the Lower Chenab Canal which would
have been teken out from the Upper Chenab, the Upper Jhelum had to he
made. That again would affect tho Lower Jhelum. You must take the five
canals together. And if you take the five canals, at the present rates of
abiana the percentage on oapital cost of those five canals of ebians alone is
2.92. The honourdble member who moved the resolution said thaé he
gonsidered a percentage of 5, 6 or 10 reasonable. The actual in 1928-29 was
only 2.92. Surely that cannot be considered too much. I

If the abiana was reduced by 25 per cent. on these five canals, threo of
which, the Lower Bari Doab, the Liower Chenab and the Lower Jhelum, are
slways looked upon as very highly paying cenals, there will be_ an . actual
loss on these five canals of nearly 8 Jakhs of rupoeds 4 year, or .15 pet cont.
on the eapital cost, - .

y
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~ Again, the honourable member who moved the resolution said thet the
kharaba rules wero inadequate and he quoted one rule. I sm afraid I have
not got the book here, but I think the rule is that if the failare is 8o complete
that only the cost of seeds ean be obtained, kharaba should be given. The
whola ruls is baged on the fact that the crop must be destroyed or have
suffered complste failure, No remission cen be given under this rule unless
the erop has actually failed or has been destroyed. There is nothing in that
rule about the vaue of the crop. '

Another point was about re-modelling, I explained in this House last
March that re-modelling does not in every case mean a reduction of water-
supply at the head of the channel. In faet, in every fow casos does it mean
reduetion of water-supply at the bead of the channel. Tt is called re-model-

- ling, but it ig replly re-adjustment of ontlets to give better divided supply or
rather a more equitable supply. If is not correet to say that re-modelling
in all cases means reduction of supply of water.

The honourable member for Montgomery waxed rather warm sbout the
condition of Hissar and Muszaffargarh districts. Now, so far a8 abiana in
Higgar district is concorned, I would say that not all of Hisgar district is
under irrigation as in the case of Lyallpur and some other digtricts, and where

irrigation is supplied, it is only supplied to 80 per cent. of the area com-
manded. Again, the honourable member quoted the ‘rate of seven pice &
day. He did not quote at the same time that that wes paid on famine relief
works. He alio wanted to know what the Government wag doing about
Muzaffargarh. Surely he bad not forgotten that that was stated fully in this
House at the beginning of 1928 on his own resolution. A glance at the -
budget statement will show the amounts which have bgen:allowed for re-

- modelling of eanels in the Muzaffargarh district and all thag expenditure on
thoso eanals is being incurred in that distriet. The peopls of that district
are working on those canals and are receiving sll that money,

~ Finally, the horicurable member for Montgomery mentioned the Lower
' Bari Doab Canal and the eondition of affairs there and how abiana was affest-
ing the people. T have already given you figures for the two canals. 1 will
,now give you the figures for the Lower Bari Doab and the Upper Chenab.
Canals, because without the Upper Chenab Canal you conld not possibly have
the Lower Bati Doab Canal. The net revenue, that is the net profit—the not
roceipts minus the working expenses and minus simple interesi—the not pro-
fit on the Upper Bari Doab Canalin 1928-29 was 17 lakhs, On the Upper
Chenab the net loss was 12 Iakhs, 'The net profit on thiese two candls, taking
direct Teceipts alone, was only § lakhs. The capital cost of the Upper Bari
‘Doab is 2,28 lakhs and the. capital cost of the Upper Chenab Canal is 4,01
‘lekha. The total epital cost is 6,24 lakhs, on which the.net profit for 1928.29
was 1 Iakhs or less than one per oent. Surely, that ia a reasonable interest
‘to take. e

Again, the honourable member for Montgomery said that he considered
abiang was a tax and not a ¢ommerciel item. I think it will not take more’
than sbout five minutes to show that abiona i not a tax, If it was a fax,
why is it not assessed on the people 6f Hoshiarpur and Jullundur 9 Sureiy

" because they do not nse water, The waters of the rivers of the Pnnjab_ pre

-

¥
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the property St the people of the Punjab. (Hear, hear). They ere just as:
much the property of the people of Rawalpindi, Kangra, Simla end so on,
ag thoy are of the people of Lyallptr and Montgomery. Government nses.
that water as an assst of the province and on behalf of the people. It would
be wrong for Government not to use that water to the best of its ability $o the
good of the whole provinee, and if it was not so uged, the people of Jullundur,
Hoshiarpur, Kangra, Pindi and Minwali would have s perfeet right to come
and ask Governmer® ** Why are you tging it in that way 9” If cansl
water is nged in certain districts very groatly to the benefit of those districts,
surely the digtricts in which it is not nsed have a right to demand equal
benefit from the use of the water, thet is, they have a right to require that the
profita made on that water in those distriets by the people using it should be
80 great as to give them equal relief. You camnot possibly contend at least
in my opinion I do not think it can possibly be contended for five minutes
that abiena is a tax and nok & commereial item, (Cheers).

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh (Sikh, Urban): Sir, I give my
whole-hearted support to the mover of the resolution. I believe, in doing
80, I am not open to the charge to which Mz, Calvert refarred and to which
other honourable members msy bs open who represent the rural consii-
tuencies. I support the resolution becauss I am in a position to feel the
pinch end to reslive the distress to which the zamindars are subjected to
on account of this heavy slump in prices. 1 do not coms from that tract
in the province from which the honourable mover of the resolution comes.
That tract undoubtedly is the richest and probably the most fourishing
part of the province, Henee the pieture that he drew up does not represent
the distress to which the zamindars of other parts of the provinee are put
to. In his part of the country the zamindars might be able {o make Rs, 800
a square. But I can assure you that in other paris of the provinece this
fignre represents an abnormal eondition of extraordinarily good land. As e
matter of faot, on inferior lands, on arid Jands, the zamindar instead of |
making any profit under the existing prices is not able to make both ends
meet. Whatever the causes of this abnormal fall in prices may be, to
whatever canse wo may stiribute this fall, to the lack of purchasing power
in the conntry or to over production which is & necessary result of improve-
ments in the methods of enlfivation, tho fact remains that a zaminder
under the existing prices is not able to make both ends mest. The average
¥ield on an inferjor land, of whick I have greater exsperience than probably
sny hononrable member of this Houge, is not more than 7 or 8 meunds of
wheat per acre, and in soma cages it is as low as 2 or § maunds ; whereas
the average yield of %apas is not more than 8 or 4 maunds. Now, with
these yields and priees at about Rs. 2-4-0 for wheat and about Rs, 4 for
kapas, the total gross return to s zamindar would be Bs. 16 or Rs, 17 in the
cage of wheat per acre and about just the same figure from en aecre of kapes.
(My, Calvert: What about barens ?) I am just coming io thet.
‘With Re. 16 or Rs. 17 as the total return from an acre how is it possible for
him to mest land revenue and waler charges after mesting the expenses of
cultivation ?

(At fhis stage M. President left the chatr and & was” cecupled by Deputy
Dresident.) . - .
| 2
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' The question of expenses of cultivation brings me to the question to
which Mr. Calvert referred and to which other honcurable members have
also referred. I mean the question of self-eultivating lJand-owners and the
question of temante. Bir, with the existing low level of prices, the disiress

.%o the self-cultivating land-owner is certainly greater than to the zamindar
who shares hie produse with the terant when it is remembered that the
oxpensos of cultivation even at the lowest caleulation eéme to abont R. 22
péer acre. Tho figure worked out by the Agricultural department veries
from Rs. 22 to shout Re. 95. If u self-cultivating land-owner has to ineur
Rs, 22 to Rs. 26 on an acre of land and his gross produee amounts only to
about Rs. 17, how will he be able to meet the land revenue and water charges.
Coming to the tensnts, undoubtedly, they generally take half share in kind.
That is the general rule, but in poorer lands they take a little more. Water
rates and land revenue charges are equally shared by the tenants. Any
inerense in water rate equally touches the tenant and any deerease in water
rate gives an equel relief to the tenant. Bat there is another thing to note,
The tensnts with high prices of eommodities have been g0 far content with
halt a share which they have beenreceiving up till now, beeanss with high
priges of commodities they could meet their expenses or at least mako &
living wage. But with the existing level of prices it is impossible for tenants.
to. remain content with a half share.” They will now certainly demand
more. Not only that. The political conseiousness to which they are now.
gwikened, will not allow them to remain eontent, with a starving wage which
they were getting before. With this heavy fall in prices, the share of the
zamindar is bound fo be considerably reduced and the tenant will certainly
demand a rapch higher share than the share which he is receiving now.
1t, is sometimesn seid thet these priees are only a temporary phase and that.
it. zamindars want the Government to reduce water zates or land revenma
in necordance with the rise or fall in prices they would he put to greater.
trouble in the long run, As 8 matter of fact this fall in prices is not & tem-
porary. phase. Prices have been falling since 1928, 1924 and there has been
& pheady fall. The tendency has been for prices tu establish themselves ab.
pro-wa level. But this year, wheat prices have been so low that within the
living memory of sore of us here they were never lower. The tendeney for
prices of cotton has been to go down ateadily. In America there has besn.
a bumper cotton crop for the last many yeers. - With their seientific attempts
to deal withthe boll weavil and to combat other disenses it has been pos-
sible for Americans to produce as big a erop. as 15, 16 or ¢ven 18 millions
of bales. A% tho same time in India t0o we have 2 steadily increasing pro-
duction in eotton. On the other hand there has been a shortage of con-.
sumption and now the trade depression with which this couniry is faced.
‘hes been & phenomenon for the lagt. three years. That depression has
grown acute in these days and it is not likely that it will end jna year or.
two. Bo the prices.that now range ere likaly to remain if not to go down

~atill. - Cotton prices for Broach April-May 1981 crop at present are abouk

"Rs. 210 per candy. One or two months baek the Cotton Assceiation ed
Bombay tried to fix the price of Broach at Rs. 250, But there was such a
hieavy pressure et cotton sales that they hed to give up thai restriction
and all of & sudden cotton prioes fell'by Rs. 40 s candy. With this price for
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April-May, that is the next crop, we will not bs able to get-mmore then Ra. 19
orp-ll.{jla._.ﬂg for American cotton and shout Rs. 11-or 12 for-desi which would,
represent a prico of about Bp. § for desi kepas and roughly about Bs. 8 for,
American kapes. With all the expression of sympathy by Government.
with the zamindars, their attitade with regard to those who own infexjor.
lands, of late, hes not been sympathetic; - On the Lower Bari Doab Cenal
ap 4l last year half kharaba system was in vogue. In case of those fielda.
w%inh' gave a yield of less than 5 mannds-of wheat per acre and loss. than.
2} maunds of kxpas per acre half remission was allowed. In spite- of the
fact that prices have gone down, in spite of the fact that even last year tho.
prices were low, the Government thought it edvisable to sbanden that.
gystem. Now, what is the result? The result is that the zamindgr pro-
dusing one and-a-guarter mannds of kapes valued at about Bs, 4 a mannd will
have to pay Rs. 6-8-0 for water rate and an additional sam for land revenue.
Thus his whole produge represents half the water rates.and land cherges.
He ia not able to make gny‘zging_ for his seed and for. the labourthet he has;
put in. In fact he will have to suffer a 1o of at logst Rs. 24 or 25 an acre
if cost of oultivation is taken into consideration. I do not, understand
the reason for giving up that rulerelsting to 42arala, The ordinery. ruls,-
alibough the Chis! Engineer has interpreted. it in. his own.
way, is that where a samindar is not able to meet his cultivating expenses:
apd the cost of the seed, the gamindar ought to be.given the. remission.
At the prevailing priges, & zamindar is hardly able to meet the expensea of,.
ultivation and the cost of.seed from the yisld which he can.get from an.
average land, At apy rate the relief that wes used. to he given to inferior-
lands and to other lands on the Lower Bari Doab Canal should eontinue.
to be given snd there is no reason for disallowing that profection which the-
zamindars could get under the khoraba rules up. till last year. It is.rather
a curious thing that when cases are referred to the Superintending Engineers,
coges . which touch the pockets of zemindars, they rather hesitate to inter-
fere. A clear case was made out but the Execntive Engineer would- not
allow kharaba for a large number of fields. I wrote to the Superintending -
BEngineer.: Here is.a standing crop ; I leave it to you to reap.it, togather
it and see if the yield is 2 mannds per eere.  If it is found less than that,
kbarabe roay be allowed, but if it is fourd to yield-more, no rvemission:
need be allowed. That clear application was refused: on- the groand: thad-
the Superintending. Engineer.did not see any reason for interfering with the
orders of the Executive Engineer, . that is the kind of authority to which:
zamindars bave ta appesl, the earlier it is ended the hetter, The Super--
intending Fingineer has 8o far besn nothing more thar @ elearing offico or a.-
post office and a zamindar hee not been able to get any relief at his hends
from the unjust orders of Executive Engineers. It has been suggested by,
Mr. Calvert that the Simon Commission very pertinently pointed out that
provineial autonomy would fail- beeause of the inability of the- people to
tax themselves of to bear the legitimate financiel butden. I admit it.
I think. the Conumissioners are perfoetly right in their surmise, If this
top heavy snd the most expensive system of administration is to continue,
then corfainly the people will not be able to bear the fnapejal burden. .
Is there. any eountry in the world where the superior mervices are paid -
80 high gsin this country 2. 'Bhe first- thing - that. an antonemous province
+  will do, will be to reduce the high salaries at the top and bring themto the
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levek that obtains in any advanced, self-governing eountry in the world. -

It -is undoubiedly ftrue that people are unable to hear any further finaneial

burden; and if that be the case, the best thing would be to cut down the

©xXpenses. ' .
‘It was probably the honourable member, Mr. Ashton who said that
water rates did not represent any tax and that they. were a commercial

charge for the supply of water. [ admit‘it. But may I know if prices

had nothing to do with the determination of this- comamerecial charge ?

When the eanals were construeted, a certain rate was fized, I do not know
on what bagis, and in 1924 that rate was raised. Why was it raised ¢ The

only reason for raising the rate was that prices had gone up and that za-

mindars: were meking more money, I that was the reason for the rige, -
surely on that considerstion the rates should be reduced now when the '

- prices are abnormally low. The argument of a rise in prices was ons of
the main arguments which were advanced by the Honourable Sir John
Maynard in 1924 when water rate was enhanced.

- Then, 8ir, another argument is put forward that the Government

charged no higher rates when the prices were high. There is no reason why
they should eharge lower rates when the prices have gone down. This is-

undounbtedly .true that when the prices were high, rafes were not raised.
The fact was that the prices during the War and a fow subsequent years

did not represent normal condition and the Government thought that those:

prices will not econtinue for a long period. But when in 1924 they thought

that, prices have been-stabilised they at once took advantage of the then

prevailing high prices and enhanced water rate but the position is reversed
now, The prices have fallen to a disastrous level.
(At this stage Mr. President resumed the chair). N
. 8ir, then another argument which is advaneed every time on this ques-
tion is about the baran: traets or about the comparison of water rates with the
rates for raising water from a well. In the first place there is no ‘reason
" why in saving one poor man you ought to oppress another in an equally bad

if not worse ¢ondition. There is no reason why if relief is noeded in one.
guarter you are necessarily to place burden on another type of people who.

are not able to bear them. If reliof is giver and the Government hag got
to make up what it will Icse it should explore other avenues. Then if you.
speak shout comparing the rate from raising water from wells there is abso-
lutely. no comparison. Canals have been introduced mainly in those parts

of the country which were Government waste lands. The Government .

by fizing a certain reasonable charge for water supply made it poesible to
goll their land at exceptionally high price. Now, if water rates had been
fixed at the cost of raising water from wells, it is most certain . that the
prices that Government got by sale of land, it would not have got. The
loss accrued by those sales to Government would have been much greater.
than any accumulated profits by the raising of water rates, Now, Bir,

this brings me to another question, Some of the land has been sold by

suction at a perficular price to a ecommercial person or & zamindar. He

has invested a pertioular sum. Ie spent about 25 thougand a square or’

sometimes §5 thonsand a square. He calculated his profits on the prevailing.

o t
L
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water rates and other factors. Other factora’are no Eioubt beyond his
control. If the prices go down.he has got to suffer, but this particalar
~factor, the question of water rate rests entirely with the Government,. If
“faters clling land ab a very high ptrice, Government comes forward and .says,
‘% Wa now propose to.raise the water rate,” Now what has that poor man
gﬁt todo. He has invested his money. He thought that he wonld. get
a particular percentage of return from his investment, But now - the
‘Government raised the water rate and his reburn from that investment ig
rednoed and in cases eomes to less than one per cent, Practically all. the
profits that zamindars did make during the War and 8 fow years after
the War were absorbed by investment in land at high priees.

There is snother point to be remembered. In the thickly populated
¢haks districts like Jullundur the holdings are small. A cultivator holding
a small ares of 5 or 10 acres would keep one peir of bullecks for eultivation
a5 well as for raising wabef in spare hours. 8o, t6 such e zamindar thé raising
.of water from wells does not cost any additional sum over and above the
" gost of maintaining & better type of bullocks than he would have other-
wize done. So the comparison of the ecost of raising water from wells
‘with canal rates has no bearing on the..motien.

* Mr. Calvert referred to the demand of the zamindars for a long period of
-asgessment and said that on the one hand the zamindars are after permanent
settlement or longer period of sottlement and on the other thoy come for-
wurd, when the prices are low, for reduction of water rates or Jand revenie.
May I know whether there has been any ogcasion when the land revenne
was reduced ?

Mr. Calvert: The honourable member asks for ea&es.. As far B8
my memory helps me it was reduced in Rohtak, Montgomery and T thmk
also in Hissar.

 Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh : That musf be - the excephion
which only proves the rule. Ordlna.nly what & zamindar does understand
by the settlement is the increase of land revenue that generally follows.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang That shows prosperity. °
Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal - Smgh Whatever it. may show, i

does show that land reveonme has been inereaged. Thet is no argummet
at all. It eannot help zemindars one way or the other. The only thing
thet & zamindar does insist upon is that when relief is needed and you realise
. thet there is nesd for o relief, the Government should come forward and
give relief 1o zamindars. It is for the Government to see whether there is
such a c¢asé and if there is a reasonabls ease no arguments of the sufficient
roturn of capital mvested in canals or other arguments of & simiilar *natire
should be put forward, in giving relief wheré the relief is peeded. No one
in thig House ean doubt that in these days, 1ea.v1ng alons political consex
quenees, the economic distress of the zawindars is so great that -inspite of
their consarvatiem, inspite of the fact that they aze out of political influence,
if 1o relief s given, it is bound to lead them to conditions whmh wﬂl nof be
to the best interest of the country and to the Government. . =

Mr, C. A, Tgwmend (Financia) Cotumissioner) 2 1. ha.ye oniy
ST * got o fow remdrks to make.: In. the fist. plage.d
6van wish to refer to & few statements thet feu from
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my honsurable ftiend Pir Muhammiad Husein : T prefer to call them gross

. misstatements, terminological inexactitudes. ‘He said that in England

there were no suiali holdinga and that there were only a fow Iurge landlords
‘Who own safl the land. Figures, my honcurable friend, Mr. Calvert has
fliveh me show that a fow years ago there ware 420,000 land owners in
England and Wales, of whom 66 per cent. owned less than 50 acres. He also
‘manitioned the ¢analsih Bombay, It may interest the House.to know that
‘when the Reyal Commission on Agficulture visited that Presidency, they
foutd thet the abisne on sugarcans on Bombay Canals was Rs. 45 an acre.
I only mention this to show that thé comparison is in our favour. Maore -
feetitus was. the accusstion that my Konourable friend from Moftgom
lovalled ngainst our admiristration of the Hiesar district, & district wit
which I was intimately eonnested fof over 9 years. He said, I uriderstand,
that the psopls thers have been paying their land revepue by selling their.
ornaments, their buffaloes and by bofrowing. i am heosrified 10 heat thit
I do not eontiadict him but I should be gratefu) if he will give me full par-
ticulars of any such ¢ases, and I agsure him that I will go into such casés
with the ubmost care. There is nobody fot whom I have a gicaiér sympdttiy
in the province than the peoplé of Hissar, When I was there I was réspon-
gible for redueing their revenue demand in somg ssgessment circles, Thish
te eaid that many headmen of the Doie Ghazi Khan district were ini the

lock-up for non-payment of their land revenus. The district I know laat

year suffered severe damage from hill torrents; biat I undorstand receritly
it has fared better. I will, however, be very glad to discuss the matter with
the Pir Sahib, and to see whether any action on the part of Govetnment
i8 necestary in the niatter of these headmen.

To_return agein for a minute to Hissar, it is quite impessible to
eoitpare the bor:g.l itiotis’ of iftigation in that district with those of Lysallpur.
In Hiskar irrigation i perhaps one-sixth or one-seventh of the total area
and nok 100 péf éent. 48 in Lyallpur., Canal waier is oxtromely secarce
in the former dintrict and the idea of Paradise that most of the psople of
barani villages there have is by hook or ¢Fook to get some cetisl water ;
théy do not mind what rates they will have to pay. Our iriend from Mont-
gomary said that we had neglected Hissar. Bat in the last two yests the
loeal officers énoduraged by Government, have done a great deal to make the
people sink moré wells in the fow tracta in that district and iz the neighbour-
?ng distiicts of Rohtak and Gurgaon that are suitablo for well siking, I
visited both Hissar and Gurgaon the other day. Donbtless Pir Mubhemmad
Husdin has also done so. He brought a charge against Goverament i
%I};ﬁ:ng only 7 pice a day to the people on the seareity woiks in Hissar.
That wage was carefully worked out in accordance with the rules; with due
regard to the cufrent prices of grain. I went to mote then one of the kzar city
works and I found that all the people thers appatently happy. I saw hohe

. who ‘showed the least sign of emsgiation. A depitation of prominient

gettleman of Gurgaon, Hindus and Muskims, came to dee me when I wes
there, and asked me to convey to Government their thanks for the help
thet Government hadl Ziven to their district in helping if to tide over the
govery oidis thab it has révently undergone,
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. My honourable friend from Mian Channu suggested very definitely
that the present fall in prices was not temporary but permanent. He
may be right or he may be wrong. I wish to say just a word or two on
cotton, I can assure honoumble members that I have been as much dis-
turbed by the present fell in the price of that article as any zamindar
member of the House: I watch the matter very clogely and, like, T think,
all Government Members, T feel the utmost sympathy with the peasants
of this provinge in thit matter. The tecent fall in the price of cotton is, as
the House knows, very largely due to. world causes. There has been over-
production in the world. The whole world is at present suffering from a
~ vory marked depression of trade, which causes fewer people to buy manu-

factured cotton than would otherwise beo the ease,

But, 8ir, serious though the fall in the prices of eotton in "India is, it
would undoubtedly not have been 5o serions, had it not been for the agita-
tion started by Mr, Gandhi. The price of eofton in the world is, as the House
knows, generally regulated by that of * middling American™ cotton,
a variety of cotton of which a greafer amount is produced in the world
than of any other. variety. ‘Last week I diseussed the matter of the price
of cotton in Bombay with & gentleman in Simle who knows a very great
deal on the smbject : he said that the prices of Broach’ cotton in Bombay
is at present Rs. 80 per candy less than it should be vis-g-vis, middling
Amerjcan, and that this is entirely due fo the agitetion in Bombay, The
nmarket in Bombay, Bir, is, as this House knows, the most important cotton
merkot, for the Punjab, as Karachi is our most important wheat market.
.'Bufs the eotton market in Bombay wag closed for 18 ouf of 26 working days
in May owing to hartals for various reasons. These closures are hardly
caleulated to eneourage purchasge of cotton. Again, it is common knowledge
that many mills in Bombay are now elosing down. They eannot gell their
meanufactared cotion, owing very largely to the political agitation in Bom-
bay. There in naturally a drop in the prices of cotton. It may be said
that this is not the wish of dir, Gandhi and his followers, But I recently
extracted from the Time of Indis dated 5th July a report of a speech
delivered by Mr. Vallobhai Patel which appears to be accurate. The quota-
tion i8 in inverted commas, and runs ag follows :—

HHoms peopla in Bombay tell me that owing to the Sateyagraha movement trade and
industry in Bombey has almost broken down, I tell yon plainly thet I feel no
regret on this aocount. If Bombsy iz ahlaze from ote end to the ather or if it is
ahsolutelymarge into the aca, or if it is destroyed in eny other way, then I

for one would be glad becaugs up to now Bombay bag sucked the blood of the
pocr agriculturists of India,”

Incidentally, most of the trade in Bombay is in the hands of Indian
gentlemen. I have read this quotation to try to bring home to the zamin-
dars of this provinee, who have hitherto, with extreme good Sense, stood:i
aloof from the present political disturbances that are affecting thoir wellbrs,
8o much that the more they can do to bring them to & speedy end, th‘a
greater will they benefit.

Shaikh Faiz Muhammad ;: I beg to move—

“ That the question bs now put,”

The motion was lost.

1930[['110 Council then adjourned till 11 A.u. on Wednesd&y, the 28rd July
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
fra SESSION OF THE $sp PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Wednesday, the 28rd July, 1980,

Tre Council met at the Assembly Chamber, Simle, at 11
A.M. of the clock. Mr. President in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
ALLEGATIONS BY BAr UNION AGAINST AN HONORARY MAGISTRATE, AMRITSAR,

*2893. Pandit Nanak Chond : Will the Honourable the Finance

Member be pleased to state—

(o) whether it is a fact that about & year ago the Bar Union, Amritsdr,
pasded & number of resolutions drawing attention of the autho-
rities to various acts of oppression, eorruption and misuse of ju-
dioial powers on the part of & certain honorary magisirate, and
copies of these resolutions were submitted to Government, the
High Court, the Commisgionor, Lahore Division, and the
Deputy Commiasioner, Amritsar ;

(b) whether it is & faet that in June and July 1929, the Deputy Com-
migsioner, Amritser, held an enquiry info some of the alle-
gations made by the Bar Union and examined on oath several
members of the Bar belonging to all communities and received
written staternents from some others, hesides affidavita from
litigants ; _

{¢) whether it is & fact that in the sourse of this enquiry & written

application was made on behalf of the Bar Union to the Deputy

Commissioner stating that a large number of persons from

whom money had been actually extorted by the aforesaid

Honorary Magistrate in the discharge of his judieial duties

_were prepared to furnish diveet proof of acts of bnbery and

extortion in ease ' amnesty ' was granted to them ;

{d) if so, what orders _have been passed on the application and what
18 the cauge of this long delay ?

The Honourable Sir Herry Craik : (6), () & {¢) Yes.

(d) Government was unable to accept the suggestion that an amnpesty
should be proclaimed i order fo obtain further evidence of eorruption
agamst this honorary magistrate. Such a eourse is most unusmal in en-
quiries relating to charge of sorruption and would tend to encourage the pro-
duction of false evidence. There wes no delay in coming to this eonelue

gion.

B
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BunpinG @RANTS T0 ANGLO-VERNACULAR BOHOOLS,

%2994, Mr. Din Muhammad ; Wil tho Honourebls Minigier for
Bducation please state— :

{¢) what total amount of building grant to privately managed
Anglo-Vernacular Schools has been paid during the time of
the present Ministry ;

{b) how much of it has been given to schools ander Hindu, Sikh sod
Muslim menagements, respectively 2

‘The Honourable Mr. Manochar Lal : {¢) Rs. 2,90,612.
{b) (5) Hindus, Bs. 1,77,499. =
(#4) Sikhs, Rs. 49,503. )
(24)) Muslims, Rs. 57,162.
_ Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: On what principles sre these grants
grven ?
- The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : When an applieation is made for
building and it has been duly approved by the Director of Public Instrue-
tion, a maximum of half of what is spent by the managing body is given
by Government by way of grand.
Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : Has any applioation made by a Muslim
amanagement been refused ? :
The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : It is diffienlt to speak from
* tnemory, but go far as I remember, very few apploations for buildings that
have been approved previously are ever refused. -

FRANT-IN-ALD TO ANGLO-VEENAOULAR S0HOOLS UNDER MUSLIM MANAGEMENT.

%2995, Mr. Din Mubammad: Will the Honourable Minister for
Bduecation please state—

{a) what percentage of the total grant-in-aid was paid to “Anglo-

Vernacular Sohools under Muslim management in 1926 ;

{b) what percentage has been paid in esch year after January 1927 ?

The Honourable Mx. Manohar Lal : A copy of the .statement of

(Grants sanetioned ior Aided Indian Schools, from 192425 to 192829,

. ig placed on the table! The statement giving the further information for

1999-80 will be furnished a8 soon ag it 18 available, ,

Grante To A. V. ScHOOLS AND SR (JEORGE ANDEREONK'S LEAVE.

#3908, Mr. Din Muhammad : Will the Honoursble Minister for

Eduecation please state—
(o) when Sir George Anderson went on leave in 1928-29 and 1929-
80; - -

() when ‘the special grants to Anglo-Vernsoular Schools were paid
in the years 1928—80?
The Honourable My, Manohar Lal: (g) (¢} 1st January, 1928 to
29nd Joly, 1928. Leave out of India. _
(iz) 28rd July, 1928, to 11th Oetober, 1928, On deputation in England.
(#is) st March, 1929 to S1st Ootober, 1980. Leave out of India.

1Kept in the Libresy.
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{b) 1928-29. During the period 28th Februa y, 1929 to 23rd March,
1929,

1929-80. During the period 6th to 21st March, 1980,

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIBS TO BACEWARD AREAS AND COMMUNITIES,

*2997. Mr. Din Muhammad : Will th: Honourably Minister for
‘Edueation plesse state the action taken by the Ministry of Eduocation on
<0.M. No. 18070-G., dated 6th November, 1928, issued by the Punjab Govern-
ment for the encouragement of baskward communities and backward areas
-gince 1927 ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : It is not possible. to condense
within the seope of an ordinary answer zll that has been done in pursuance
of the poliey indieated in the said C. M. No. 18070-G., of November 1928.
In the main, high sehools have been provineialised in such areas, and as funds
‘have permitted facilities for sollegiate edusation have been secured for-these
areas. The applieation of the rules of fes. concessions have worked in the
' same direstion. Grants for Anglo-vernacular and secondary sshools, within
_;t;]-m rules laid down in ‘he Punjab Education Code, have also always had this
8.

For further information from year to year, the honourable member iz
‘referred to the Annual Reports on the Progress of Education.

DISMISSAL AND RE-APFOINTMENT OF L. Dwarxa NaTH,

*2998. Mr. Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable Minister for
Tduoation please state—

(o) whether one L. Dwarke Nath wes dismissed from the serviea
of muniocipal committes, Beri; it so, why.

(b) whether he has been appointed as an A. D. I in the Jullundur
divigion in the speeial grade of Rs. 110—180 ;

{¢) the reasons why he hag been feken in this speeial grade of Gov-
erniment, servise after hiz dismissal from the esmmities ?

“The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (o) Government is not aware
that L. Dwarka Nath was dismissed by the munieipal committes, Beri,
enquiries are, however, being instituted.

() Yen in the grade of Rs. 110—5—185.
(¢} Does not arise.

Mr. Din Mubhammad : If it i3 found that he was dismissed from
‘the committes, will he be removed from the Government service ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal ;: We shall have to procsed ac-
eording to the normal rules. Tt is nob possible for me $o say what sﬁeps ik
might be necessary to take if 16 is found that bo was dismissed. -

B2
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" L., Bane BeEAR: Las, RRGISTRAR, DEPARTMENTAT EXAMINATIONS.

*2009. Mr. Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable Minister for
Eduncation please state—
{a) the year when the post of Regisirar, Deparimental Examin.
ations, was created ;
{&) the number of years for which the post has been held by Muslim
and non-Muslim officers of the department, respectively ;
(6) the special qualifications, if any, possessed by L. Rang Behari
Lal, on account of which ho has been transterred from the post-
of Reporter on Books to the post of Registrar, Deparfmentalk
. Examinations in the Director of Publie Instruetion’s office ;
{d) the reason, if any, for not considering the claims of better quali-
fied Muslim officers, who are senior tq L. Rang Behari Lal ? _
The Homourable Mr. Manchar Lal: (2} 1920. o
@) () By Muslims—two months and two-days.
(#%) By non-Muslims—nine years, ssven months and twanty-three-
days.
' (¢} and {d) The honourable member ig referred to the zeply to Council
question No. 2750,! asked at the November session of the Couneil,

L. Buax Ceawp, REPoRTER o Booxks.

¥3000. My. Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable Minister for
Education please state— :
(@) whether a Reporter on: Books is expected to review books in the-
Urdu, Persian and Arabic languages ; ’
(t) what qualifications in these langnages are possessed by L. Sham
Chand, the present Reporter on Books ;
{¢) what wers the reasons that this gentleman was given preference
over other educationists who hold better literary and edunea-
tional qualifications in the above-mentioned subjests ?

The Honourable My. Manokar Lal : (¢) Yes, also Punjabi, Hindi
and Sanskrit.

(%) L. Sbham Cnand is a B. 8e¢., 8. A.-V.

(¢) It is not in the public interest to diseuss individual eppointments.
which are made on a consideration of & number of factors, but if the
bopourable member will refer to the cedre of the Punjab Edueational
Rervice, ha will see that most of the officers above L. Sham Chand hold
gubstantive appointmenis either a3 Inspectors of Schools, Deputy Inspaet-
ors, Principals of Intermediate Colleges, or senior Lecturers in the Govern-
went College, Lahore, and could not be with advantage to them shifted o
this post.

" 'Mr. Din Muhaxomad : What ere his qualifications in Persian and

Arabie?

1Vol. XIV, pagea T11-712,
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The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : I de not know that he has any
particular qualifioation in Arabie. Hs bas, I suppose, just an ordinary know
ledge of Persian. The Reporter on Books has to review or o consider in a
general. way books in Urdu, Persian, Arabie, Hindi, Pun]abl and Sanskrit;
and also in English.

RErorTER 0N Boors.

*300f. Mr. Din Muhammad: Will ihe Honourable Minigter. . for
Education please state—
(a) the year when tha post of Reporter on Books was created ;

{b) the number of years for whioh the post has besn held by Muslir
and non-Muglim officers, respactivaly ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (3) Ist April, 1504,
(b) (®) N\umber of years the post has been held by Mushms—4 yoars and
days.
{9) Number of years the post has been held by non-Muslims—21
years, 10 months and 10 days.

L}

PUNISEMENT, DISMISSAL AND RE-APPOINTMENT OF MUSLIM aND NON-MusLIM
OFFICERS UNDER LOCAL BOARDS AND (ROVvERNMENT IN THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT.

*3002. Mr. Dm Muhamlnad Wl]l the Honourable Muuster for
Fducation please state—

{a) the total number of Muslim officers that have beon punished by
rodnotion in pay or status or by transfer from the inspeotion
line o the teaching line or by dismissal sinea January, 1927 ;

(b) the number of non-Muslim officers that have been' similarly
punished sines Jannary, 1927 ' _

_ {¢) the number of non-Muslim officers. dismissed from the service of
Iocal boards for mishehaviour but subsequently appointed to
responsible posts in the Edusation Department dunng the
gama period ;3

(d) the number of Muslim officers similarly dismissed *bui- subge=
gnantly appoinfed to responsible posts in the Education De-
partment ? .

" The Homourable Mr. Manohar Lal : The requisite information is
being collacted and will be supplied to the honourable member when ready..

-

NuMBERDARS 0F LiYALLPUR DISTEICT.

. *3003. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable Member for Revenue
bo ploased to stato— - \

{a) whether it has come to the notice of the Government that num-

bardars possessing squares on horse-bresding conditions in the

Lyallpor distriot are desirous of obtaining propnetory rights
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88 they have to fase many difficulties wnder present condie
tions ;

(b) whether it is & fact that they have been off and on meking re-
presentations before the higher authorities ;

{c) if so, what eetion does the (fovernment propose to take in the
matter ?
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (#) No.
() No.
(¢) Does not arise’

-

NUMBERDARS 0F LiYALLPUR DISTRIOT.
¥3004. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable_Member for Revenue
be pleased to state—

{a) whether it ig a fact that there are some numberdars in' the Lyefl.
pur district who have no grant of land attached to their num-
berdari ;

(&) i g0, how many ;

() whether these numberdars are alse required to perform all the
duties for ordinary pumberdars ;

{d) why have they been deprived of the privilege which others:
enjoy ;

(¢} whether Government infends o take any action in the maiter to
remove their grievanes ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (a) Yes.
(b) 98, This nember includes 84 lambardaris whish were ereated in the
last settlement.

(€) Yen.

{@) There was no balance land available in the chak from which a grant
could be made.

{¢) No.

KnariBA RULES.
+3005. Mian Nurullah: Wit the Honourable Member for Revenus
kindly state—
(@) the date from which the rules of granting kharabs weore modie
fied ; . : -
() what was the reason for the change ;
(¢) whether the opinion of any zaminders was taken in this maiter ;

(@) what was the asctual peroentage of kharabn granted under the:
old rales and what is the percentage granted under the new
- yules ;

(¢) whother Government intends to revert to the old system ?
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The Honourable Captein Sarder Sikandar Hyat Klmn : (g) The
new Kharabe Rules were first mede applicable to the Western Jumna Canal
on 25th August, 1927, and then to all other Canals on 12th July, 1929.

(b) These were framed so as to give Revenue, in addition to Irrigation
Officials certain powers of allowing kharaba in ceses of widespread calarnity
or where the area in which erops bave been damaged is considerable in any
one esiafe.

(¢) No (so0fax 8s Irrigation Branch File goes o show).
(d) Percentage of remissions granted under Ordinary and Tenaney

Rules on all the Canals in the Punjab.
During Kharif 1929, Average of 8 previous corres-
ponding crops.
10.09 | 8.41
(¢) No.

CONFISQATION OF LAND FOR FATLURE 0 PAY PURCHASE PRICB IN Lyarzeun.

*3006. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable Member for Revente
ploase stato—

{a) whether it is a fact that land sold by auetion ou instalment
system to zemindars in the Lyallpur district is being eonfis-
cated from those who have not been able to pay instalments ;

(@) if so, the land of how many of them has been confiscated ;

(¢) whether it is a faet that this action of the (fovernment is being

resented by the zemindars in general and purchasers in par-’
ticular ;

(d) if so, what sttion (Government intend to take to allay this dis-
satisfaction among the zamindars ?
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (z) Yes.
() 818.

(¢) Petitions beve heen received asking for coneesmons in the ferms of
a,

{d) The matier is nnder consideration.

WATER-SUPPLY FOR NEWLY UﬁLTIVATED LANDS IN LyALLPUR.

*3007. Mian Nuorullah : Will the Honourable Member for. Ravenue
be pleased to state whether it ig & fact that all the land sold by auelion in
the Lyallpur district was brought under cultivation without any inerease
in the previous water supply of a village or ohak ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikender Hyat Khan: The

question is not clear ; bul if the honoureble member vefers to ** bagia ” land

revently sold, the watar-supply to the chak has been increased in cases where
an increase was justified.
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BALE PROCEEDS OF LAND BY AUCTION.

*3008. Mian Nurallah : Will the Honourable Member for Finane _
be pleased to state—

{a) whether the sale-proseeds of land sold by auetion have bean-.
ghown in the budgetl as extraordmary receipts and are used to
meet the eost of huge works requiring oapital éxpenditure ;

(b} whether failure in the receiph of instalments at the proper Hime
has cauged difficulties in the balancing of the budget ;

{c) to what exfent during the last five ysars the Government has-
bad to draw on the annual revenuss for eapital expenditure ?

"The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (¢} It is a fact that the-
proooods of large sales of land are classed under the head “ Extraordinary
Reoaipts ” and are used o meet capital expenditure. They are also usad to
finance provincial loans.

The failure of vendees to pay in instalments at the proper iime hes
sertainly made it difficult to make reecipts and expenditure balanoce.

(¢) Annual revenues have not been devoted permanently to meeb capital
expenditure and provineial loans, but if in any year Extraordinary Receipts
are short of the budget estimate and there is no eorresponding shortage .
in the capital expenditure and provimoial loans which it was intended to
most therefrom, the difference ha.s to be made good temporarily from the
Revenue Account, and repayment is in effect made to the Rovenue Aceount
in the suceeeding year by heavier borrowing. The figures given in eolumn 17
of the pro-forma account on page 2 of the Budget Memorandum for the
year 1930 81 ghow thai by the end of the yesr 1925-26 the Provinee had
1,49 lakhs of Extraordinary Receipts unspenf, that by the end of 1926-27
this figurs had been reduced to 28 lakhs, that by the end of 1927-28 ocapital
expenditure had outrun Exiraordinary Receipts and 44 lakbs had fo be
borrowed from the Revenue Acsount, that by the end of 1928-29 this figure
had been raised, owing to the misforbunes of that year, to 84 lakhs, and that
by the end of the year 1929-30 (revised estimates) this ﬁgure had been reduced
by heavier borrowings fo 12lakhs, The ocurreni; year's budget anticipates
the repayment of those 12 lakhs and the aconmulation of 55 lakhs of Ex-
traordinary Receipts to moet fubure ocapital expenditure and provineial
loans.

SALR OF PAQAFA LANDS IN LYALLPUR DISTRICT.
#3009, Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourshlo Revenus Momber be
pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Government is aware that the sale of bagaya lands
has adverssly affected the position of the zamindars in the
Lyallpnr district ;

‘() the policy Government intend to pursue regarding sale of more
baqaye lands in the Lyallpur distrief ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan {a) No.
{¥) No more baqaya lands are being sold.
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CONSOLIDATION OF EQLDINGS IN LiYALLPUR.

" *3010, Mian Nuruallah : Will the Honourable Minister for Agrioul-
ture be pleased to state— ‘ . o _ ,
i (a) whether it is  fact that no fasilities exist in the district of Lyall-

pur for consolidation of holdings ;
(b) it so, what ackion does the . Government mtend takmg in the
mattor ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : (a) There is nothing
%0 prevent owners in Lyallpur from eonsolidating their holdings : There is
-no Government paid staff engaged on this work.

. (b) None, until the noed for & special staff is made ount.

INCREARE IN WATER BATEHS,
*3011. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable the Revenus Member
‘pleass state—
(¢) whether it is a fact that the water rate in this province was on-
baneed in the year 1999 ;
(b) if. so, what was the total increase and what was the percentsge
of inerease ?
The Honourable Captain Sexdar Sikandar Hyat Kban : () No.
(&) Does not arise,
. Mian Nurullah: There is a misprint in the questmn It ia 1929 here
in the print, but I gave *1924:’

The Honourable Captam Sardar Slkandar Hyat Khan': In thet
oase I would like thé-honourable member to give regular notice. o

LAND REVENUE BETTLBMENTS 1IN Rakw, JHane AND Gl0GEEA BRANOCHES. B
*3012, Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable the Revenne Member
pleage ptate—

(&) when was the land revenue in the Rakh branch mcreased la.st
and what was the percentage increase in the following crops.;
wheat, cottor, sugarcane and toris ;

{(b) whether it is & fact that when the sstflement of Jhang and
Gogera branch ook place, the increese was practically the
game a8 in Rakh branch;

{¢) whether it i3 a fact that soon after the increase of the Ra,kh branch
agitation wa# started againat this increase ;

(@) whether it is & fact that the then Governor paid a visit to Lyall-
pur in connection with the increase of land revenus in Rakh
branch and the subsequent agltatuon ; ‘

-(e) if so, in what year ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan @ (a) The
lagt assessment of the Rakh Branch was carried dut in 1918. The second

part is obscurs, The land revenue does not vary with the eropping.
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() This part also is unintelligible. If the honourable member’s wish:
is to enquire whether the effect of the re-assessment of Jheng and Gugers-
Branch circles in 1920-1924 was to bring the stendard up to that of the:
Bakh Branch, the reply is in the affirmative.

(¢) Yes, there was some popular feeling against the new assessment off
the Rakh Branch,

(@) No definite informetion is available.
(¢) Does not arise.

" FALL OF COTTON PRICES AND DIFFIOULTY IN PAYMENT OF LAND REVENUD..

*3013. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable the Revenue Member
please stateo—

(a) whether the Government is aware that the gamindars are serions--
Iy agitated on aceount of the diffienlty in the payment of land

revenue for the coming ¥harif due to the fall in the priee of
¢otton ;

() whether the Government is alio aware that this agitation hes:
nothing to do with the Congress movement and is endirely
prompted by eeonomic distreas ;

(¢) if 50, what aetion Government intend to teke to allay this agita~
tion ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (a) The
present prise of cotton is lower as compared with higher prices ruling during
the War and subsequent years. Prices of cotton and other commodities are-
affected by varions factors and it is not possible to anticipate the tone of the
warket during next kharif.

(®) It is & matber for gratifieation that the zamindars on the whole have
not been affected by the undesirable and illegal activities of the agitation,
which are to a Iarge extent responsible for the present difficulties of the za-
mindars and traders.

(¢) Government will continue t0 wateh the movements in prices during:
the coming months.

Exrorr or Rut (coTrow).

*3014. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable the Rovenue Member
be pleased to state— \
* (a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a reso-
lution pessed by the ginned ecctton exporters end magnates
of Karachi and Bombay not fo export rus in the next cotton
season to any foreign country ;
(b) what action does the Government iniend to teke to help the-
zgamindars in this matter ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Kham : (s) No.
(b) Does not arige.
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EmerovyMunT or MunaumMapans as MunsHIS.

#*3015. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable Member for Revenue-
be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that the Governmant bad issued instruetions.
to the Superintending Eogineers that in future & ocortain
pereentage of Muhammdans should be faken in the munshi
Line ;

{b) what percentage was fixed and when was the order issued ;

(¢) how many munshis have been taken in each circle and how many
of these are Muhammadans ;

{d) is there any pereentage fixed for zamindars ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khanm : (¢) Yes,.
in May 1929,

(b) Presh recruitment is to be on the basis of at least 50 per ocent.
Muslimes,

{¢) The information is being called for from Superintending Engineers,.
and will be laid on the table when received.l

(d) Yes, the recruitment should further be on the basis of at least 60 per-

eent. agricalinrists (Muslim and non-Muslim combined) on the whole estab--
lishment.

BATES POR BARANI CROPY ON ILAUNT SABIQA.

#3016. Mier Naoruellak : Will the Honourable the Revenue Member
please state—

(2) whether it is a fact that & crop matured on barani or well water
en & Bauni Sabiqa is charged full rates ;
(b) if so, why ?
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikendar Hyat Khen : (0) Yes.
{b) Beeause it costs Government as much to supply water for one-
watoring as for the two or three generally required for & wheat crop.

There is also the difficulty of ascertaining whether s field has had sub--
sequent watering or waterings.

RATES 0N 0ROPE IN & WaD WATTAR.

*3017. Miacz Nurullah : Will the Honourablé the Revenue Member-
ploasge state—

{a) whether a crop sown and matured by rain or well in a wad
watler 18 oharged nehet ;
. (b) whether it is a fact that it should be charged barani or chahi as.
the case may be ;
(€) It so, what ection Government intend to take in the matter ?

The Honouvable Captain Sardar Sikendar Hyat Khen : (o) and
(b). No separate charge is made for crops sown in ** wadh waiter.”
" {¢) Does not arige.

1¥ide statement at page 188 infru.
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SALARIES OF GAZETTRD OFFICERS.

*3018. Mian Nurullah : Will the Chief Beoret.ary ‘be pleasad to
#tato—

(¢) the number of gazetted officers in the provines in the yaars 1913
1920 and 1930 and the totel sum spent on their salares ;

{b) the inorease (7) in the- -departments and posts in existence prior
to 1918, and (%) in departments and posts ecreated  after
1913 ?

Mr. D. J. Boyd: The Gov&mment regret that they eannot underteke
10 supply the honourable member with the information which he seeks as the
-collection of such statistics would involve much time, Jabour and expense
and the value of the information ‘thus derived would not be commensurste
with the labour involved. : .

PRICBS OF 0OMMODITIES OF CONSUMPTION BY ZAMINDARS,
*3019. Mian Nurellah : Will the Honourable Minister for Agriculs
ture be pleased to lay on the table a chart showing—
(@) the commodities that a typical zamindar consumes ;
(b} their average prices for the period 1918 to 1980 ;
(¢) what percentage of this total consumption they form ;
(@) a weighted index. number for the period 1918 to 1980 with 1918
g its bage ?

_ The Honsurable Sardar Sn' Jogandra Singh : (), (b), (¢)and (d).
Government has no exact information of this nature and there hes not besn
time to collect it. Two tables giving some of the information required heve
been received from the Board of Eeonomm Inquiry and are placed on the
table.

STATEMENT A,

The average daily food consumption of 5 families based on observation
of the quautities consumed on each of four successive days in April 1926,

FAMILY L—Jot Sikh (dges : Malss, 85, 10, T4 and 5 ; Females, 80 and 83).
Seers equivalent in Ouneces.

Wheat flour (ata) . 8} 112

Pulses (dal mash) - 15/82 15
Rew sugar: (gur) T 27/128 6.7
Pumpkin {vegetables) S " 3 1'6
Curded milk . 3 16
Ghi and fresh butter . 12
Milk Yo 13 ~ 48
Salt T 5/128 1.2
Other condiments . 8/256 4.0

Pickles ‘(mango and lemon) o 1/82 1.0




STARRED

FAMILY IL—Jat Sikh (4

Wheat flour (ada)
Pulses (dal mash)
Raw sopgar
Pompkin

Curded milk

Ghi and fresh builter
Milk

Balt

Other condiments

QUEBTIONB AND ANSWEHRE.

ges : Males : 60, 22, 10, 8, 80, 18 ; Females
50, 20. 2).

. 6} 200
. 1 16
9/20 9.9
3 16
.. 7/12 18.7
.. 3 16
.. 2 64
.. 1/24 1.8
1j43 0.6

87

FAMILY II1.-—d4rain (4ges ; Males, 56, 98, 18, 14 ; Females, 45,18,12.)

Wheat flour {(aia)
Pulses (dal mash)
Green gram
Curded milk

Ghi and butter
Miik

Salt

Other condiments
Picklos

6 197.8

3 10.6

3 5.8

1 4.6

. 1 8.0
.- 1} 48.0
. 124 1.8
1256 0.1

1/24 1.8

FAMILY IV.—A4rain {(dges : Males, 45, 22, 16, 6, 2 ; Fomales, 40, 10, 2).

Wheat flour
Pulses

Radishes

Green gram
Curded milk
Butter

Salt

Qther eondiments
Pickles

Wheat flour

Pulses

Radishes

Gram

Potatoes

Green vegetables
. Ghi.

Salt :

Other condiments

Pickles

6 192
3 10.6
3 16
3 10.6
+ 8
. 316 6
. 1/24 1.3
1/82 1.0
1/16° P
FAMILY. V.—Julahas (dges : Males, 86, 11, 24, 1 ; Females, 28, 6, 4.)
4 128
97 9.1
5/14 11.5
9/66 5.1
. 7 9.1
- 1/14 2.8
814 6.8
8/112 0.8
1/56 0.8
1/28 ” 1.1
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STATEMENT B.

Weighted Index Number for certasn commodities consumed by samindars for
the years 1918 0 1980 (Base 1918).

J—

GrovA Grovr B. GB&"" G%_“”
Yrer. ‘ ‘{;
Wheat, | Maize, | Gram| Rice.| Gur, |Salt, {Dsl. | Ghi | No.
: i Arhar,
Re. | Ba | Rs.| Re| Rs.| Bs.| Re.| Ra.

1913 | s.48| 2.55] 2.8 5.85| 4.54{1.80 [ 4.00]| 53.01[ 100
1914 | 8| 3a4|331)6.9]as1]im|5.60] ase1] 112
1915 o] 40| s.es|3.31[6.07|6.81 ] 1.75] 63| as.20] 129
1916 | a.0| 2.80|2.18]5.95|6.50]2.91]5.08] s1.30] 12
amny | 40| s02|s.4]6.07|57a)2.67|518] s8.a5] 16
aos | 51| a27|dos]ss|eer)s.er|eos] et.36| 104
1019 ! 6.02| a0 |5.63|s.9910.8 357 h10s| ss.23] 1m
1920 | s41] 4.61|6.4310.80] 9.6¢] 3,30 2,56 | w00 | 12e
1021 .| 78| 6.27]6.92 110,98 12.65 | 5.04 1003 | vr.19| 222
1022 .| 628 s.68/sa0lsm]em|ea|sn] s2ar]| 178
1928 ! 8.95| 288 2.95|7.10(5.85 8.31 ] 5.77| 76.18 { 122
1924 .| a.60| s.2al318)7.05|8.88|2.72]|6.38] 76.70] 120
1628 o sl 4t :{;‘.95‘{ 7.58 | 8.57 | 2.68 | 6.27] 76.82] 149
1026 . 5.2? 5.39 4.45»-7.39 8.53 ] 2.80 | 7.65 3.70 188
1027 el 479 414 4.33"6.93 6.20 | 2.28 | 8.57 | 70.02 | 144
1928 | B804 466 457|712 6.80)2.30 | 708} es.30| 140
1929 | sa2| see| 532678 | 700} 2.8 | e | es.sa| 182
1930 | 3.68] 33| 4.27|5.70] 6.46 | 2.51 | 7.69 | 3.4 119

Nors.—Figures avo in Rupees and fraction of & rapee por meund. Woeighting sdopted
4 ns follows :—

Group A. . e E - o o1

6.6
Group B, . e ‘e . . .+ 1.0
Group C. o e . . . « L&
Groap D. . . ve . 20

* Total . .

]
Y
.

=
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AVERAGB INCOME OF ZAMINDARS.

*3020, Mian Nurallah : Will the Honourable the Revenue Memher
pleasa lay on the table a statement showing the income, say, for kharif 1929
and rebi 1980 of 4 zamindar owning one square of average land with aver-
age conditions of water ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: The
honourable member is referred to the publications of the Board ¢f Eeonomis
Inguiry, Nos. 12, 15, 19, and 20, which contain detailed information of the
aceounts of various farms in the canal eolonies and which represents the most
recent information in the possession of Goverament on this intricate subject.

CALOULATION OF ZAMINDAR'S ASSETS FOR ABSESSMENT PUBROSES,

*3021. Miam Nurullah: Will the Honourable Revenus Membet
pleasa state—

{(¢) how does Government ealeulate the net assets of a zamindar for
the purposes of asgessment work ;

(b} whether Government will explain its reply by a detailed illas-
tration which may be laid on the table ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (2) Gov-
ernment makes no caleulations of & zamindar’s net assets for assessment
purposes. Caleulations are made as to the net assets of all the zamindars
of an agsessment eircle : and the rules governing such ealculations will be
found in the rules made under the recent Land Revenue Amendment Act,
& copy of which is laid on the table?

(b) The honourable member will find full information as to the details
of the ealeulation in any assessment report ; complete copies of all of them
are available in the Library, Reference may also be made to Mr, Leigh’s
pamphlet on land revenue assessmont which is in the Library.

Soararry oF MUNICIPAL SUPPLY OF PIPE WATER AT LLAHORE,

#3022, Lala Makand Lal, Puri: Will the Honourable Minister for
Loeal Self-Government be pleaged to state—

(@) whether the Government is aware of the general complaint re-
garding the scarcity of Munieipal supply of pipe water feli
hy the residents of Gawal Mandiand Civil 8tation of Lahore ;

(b) whether it is a fact that ocecupants of several bungalows in the
eivil station, though paymg high water-rate, do not get even
a drop of water, in spite of repeated and continuous protests
and complaints to the Municipality ;

(¢) i3 the Government aware that the Lahore Mummpahty has failed
to do it duty in this matter ;

{d) what steps does the Government contemplate taking to make
the Municipality of Lahore realize its statutory duty towards
the eitizens of Lahore ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : The information asked

for by the honourable member is being collested and wil be communicated
to him when available,

i Kopt in the Library.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWER'%

LBMY GRANTS TO Bunan Comuwrry Couxcir.

1744, Chauvdbri Baldev Singh : Will the Honourable Minister for
Ednestion kindly state~ :

(0) the amount set apart for Rural Community Council lest year
and the amount given to ench distriet of the provinee for
the purebagse of books snd periodicals for rural libraries ;

(b) the amount spent by each district for the purchase of Urdn,

" Bindi and Punjabi books end periodicals separately in the
pame year ? )

“The Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal: (s) The Rural Community
‘Bosaxd, it is presumed that the honourable member refers-fo this Board,
receives a grant of Re. 1 lakh a year.

The Rural Community Board does not pay anything for the main-
tenance of village libraries ; it pays the Lbrarians’ allowances. The Educa-
tionr Department pays grants to District Boards for the maintenance of
village libraries.

A statement showing the grants paid last year is laid on the table.

() .The labour involved in collecting this information is not Justnﬁed
by the :mportance thereof.

BrATEMENT SHOWING THE GRANTS SANCTIONED TO EACH DISTRIOT IN THE
PUNJAE DURING 1029.30 FOR VILLAGE LEBRARIES. .

| Amount
Distriot, of grant REMARES.
paid. o
. .\ Ra.
Hisear 2,985
Bohtak .. i 2,880
Gurgeen - .o 2,166
Karnol o . 8,265 | After deducting Re. 160 on socount of unspent balsnce
of previous yeazr’s grant,
Awmbala e . 1,437 | After dedwoting Res. 348, on account of ungpent balance
of previous year’s granb.
&imla e 220 L
Jallupdar .. . 84 | After deducting Re. 2,07), on account of unspent
belance of previcus yesr's gremt.
Eangra - . 1,808 | After deducting Be 127, on acconnt of unspext balance
' of previous year's grant,
Hoshierpur ... .. 2,408 | After deducting Rs. 782, onseconnt’ dunsyent balanoo
of provious year's g:mnt.
Ferozepore s 1,285 | After deducting Ba. 380, on aacount of unspent haln.nne
’ of previons year’a gmnt
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e Amount
District, of grant REMARES.
paid,
Ludhisns .. . 1,895 | After dedtuoting Bs. 10, on asocunt of unspent balamos
of previcus year's grant
Inholé . . 2,808 | After dednoting Re. 506, on eceonnt of unspent halenos
~ of provicus year's_gmnt.
Amritear ., 8,207 | After deducting Ra. 3, on ecconnt of unapent balance
o of previcus year's gmant. :
Gujranwals _ 3,450
Bheikhupare . . . 2,780
Gurdaspur . 2,350
Sialkot . . . The grant earned smounted to Ra, 3,040, but as there-
wag an vngpent belanoe of Re, 3,040, out of last year's
grant oo grant was allowed this year. '
Rewelpindi .. 208 | After deducting Re. 1,812, on sccount of unspent balsnce-
of previous year's grent,
Gujrat " 2,081 | After deducting Re. 29, on account of anspent balancs
. of prervious Fear's grant.
Shelom . .. v 1,760
msnh'lli Y] . 2.300
ghabpor .. . 2,080 )
Atbock .. 108 | Ater deducting Rs. 1,563, on acoount cf uzspent balenoo
- of previous yesrls grant,
Multan . .. 1,084 | After deducting Re. 1, on acocunt of unspent bals
of previous year's gr:mt e
Muzaffargerh . 1,996
Ders Ghari Khan v 3,978
Montgomery ., . 2,049 | After deducting Rs. 441, on scoount of unspent balance
of previous year’s grant,
Lyslipur. .. 3,880
Jha.ng s .n 2.“0
59,764

GovernmenTt Hior ScHoOL, (GFOEANA.

1745. Chaudhri Baldev Singh: Will the Honoursble Minister
for Edueation kindly state—

(a) the E:;!umbpr of boys readmg Arsbicin TX and X eclasses separately

this yoar and the last
School, Gohans, District Rohtak ;

yeoar in the Government High
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(b) what are the reasons for contmu.mg Arabw classes for ope or
two boys only ;
(¢) whether it is a fact that there are no arrangements for teach-
ing Hindito the boysin themiddleclasses of the sa.ld school ;

{d) if so, why ;

{e} whether it iz a fach that about 50 boys from the said school sent
o reprosentation to the Tnspector of Schodls for teaching
them Hindi in the middle classes ;

{f) the total number of boys in the middie department community.
wise and the number of boys that wish to read Hindi in the
middie classes in the sald school ;

{g) what was the sum allotted to Hindi library during the last year
and how much of it was aetuslly spent in the said school ;

{h) whether it is a fact that the sum allotted $o Hindi hooks was
spent to buy Urdu books on the.exense that Hindi books
could not be had from Bai 8ahib Ghulab Singh and Sons ;

(5) whether it is » fact that the money granted for Urdu books was
mostly spent on two books, namely, Islam Kee Tarikh and
Areb Kea Terikh ;

(3) what was the total sum spent on Urdu books end whatm the total
price of those two books ?

The Honourable Mr. 'Manohar Lal: {a) In May, 1929, two boys
jn X clags only and on 80th April, 1930, no boy reading Arabie in IX
and X classes.

(%) Thequestion dpesnotarisess thereisnoelass.

{¢) Yes.

(® On accomnt of the small number of stadents who wished o read
Hindi in the past.

(¢) The Inspector of Schools has recently reported that 40 boys in' the
middle classes wish to read Hindi.

{(f) to (3) The requisite information is not aveilable. It is being ool
Jected and will be supplied fo the honourable member when ready. _

Pir Barusz, Teaoner, Disterrior Boarn Mippne Soumoon, Jaror. -

1746. Khan Muhammad Abdullah Khan: Will the Honourable
Minister for Education be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is & fact that Pir Bakhsh, & teacher of District Board
Middle School, Jatoi, in the Muzaffargarh distriet, is under
saspension by an order of the Director of Public Instruetion,
Punjab, and that he has been asked to put in his resignation.
on pain of getfing his departinental certifieate cancelled ;

(b) whether it is & fact that the teacher did put in his resignation
and has now applied to withdraw the same ?
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{c) if the answer to part () be in the sffirmative, will Government
please state—

(7} whether a teacher ean be put to option mentioned in part
{a) and punished without any enquiry ;
- (#) whether any enquiry was made in the case of Pir Bakhsh
and any charge framed against and read over to him ;

(iat) whether any evidence was taken against him in his presenes §
(iv) whether he was agked to produce his defence ;

(¥} whether he wag asked to put in an explanation of the allagations
against him and whether he did put in any ?

(@) if the reply to the above parte be in the affirmative, what a¢tion
Government intends to take in the matter’s ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal: (2) Yes, but the suspension
was uader the orders of the District Board and not noder those of the
Director of Public Instruction though at the latter’s instance.

(b) Yes.

. - ARG

(¢) and (d). The record of the prossedings of the enquiry held against
cortain teachers of the District Board School at Jatoi under the District
Board's orders is not available in the office of the Direstor of Fublic Instrac-
tion, but in view of (1) the following remarks appearing in the proceedings
-of the District Board, Muzatfargarh, dated the 18th August, 162¢.

* Tas Casirman, District Board, remarks that he has discussed this ease  with the
Insportor of Sshools, The offence committed by M, Ahmed Bakhshiza mosk
#3049 ona andin thainterast of diasiglice he should be dismissed outright. M.

Pir Bikthsh's anfecsdents are very had and the evidence against him s suffi-
Alxat6o hold B3t b too has bezo aw ciated with Ahmad Bakhsh in thia matber,

.and (2) the report of the District Inspector of Sehools, Muzaffargarh,
.on the Jatoi case, it is considered that action under article 22, Chapter ITE
of the Panjeb Education Code is justified. In view, however, of the fact
-that a long time has elapsed since thess events otcurred and fto take a
lenient view of the ease Pir Bakhsh was given the option of resignation
failing which action under article 23 Chapter IIT of the Punjab Hducation
Code will have to be taken.

Acrons TeEuR, FateRaBaD, HIiSsAR DISTRIOT,
1747. Rai Bahadur Lala Ganga Ram: Will the Honourable
Minigter for Agrioulture be pleased to state—-

{@) whether i} is & fact that & mound known 28 Agroha Theh in the
Hissar district, tehsil Fatehabad, was declared a protected
monament under Monument Act VII of 1904 ;

i(b) whether it is a fact that there existed on the mound a number
of saties and four temples ;

{6} whether it is a fact that ons of the temples was repaired on 2nd
QOctober 1927 by Pandit Brahmanand, with the permission
of Deputy Commissioner, Hissar ;

o2
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{@) whether it is o fact that subsequently the permission was with-
drawn by the Deputy Commissioner ahd the temple was
removed without giving amy resson for that;

{¢) whether the Government is aware fhat saties and temples are -

sacred relics of Aggarwals and religious rites are being perform-
ed twice & year on the mound ;

(f) It so, will the Government please state the reasons for demolish-
ing the temple ?

The Homourable Sardar Sir ﬂ]‘ogendm Singh : The information
asked for by the honourable member is being eollected and will be com-

munieated to him when available.

MUHAMMADAN REPRESENTATION AMONG QFFOIAL RECEIVERS,

1748. Pir Akbar Ali: Will the Honoursble the Finance Member
be pleased o state—
"{6) thenumber of Muslim Official Reeeivers in thePanjab ;
@) the number of non-Muslim Officiel Receivers in the Punjab ;
{¢} whether the eommunitywise representation in this matter is
acoording to the percentage of population in the provinee ;

(@) whether the Government has faken any practical steps for re-
dressing the Muslim in this respect ?

The Honourable Sivr Henry Craik: {a) 1.

@) 12, 2 Sikbs and 10 Hindus. .

(¢} No. .

d) The honourable member’s sttention is drawn to reply to part (by
of his question No. 1749 (below).

MusLiM BEPRESENTATION AmoNd Orviciar. RrcErvees.

. 1749. Pir Akbar Ali: Will the Honourable thke Finance Member
be pleased to state— _

. (@) whether it is a fact that the Government eontexaplates to make

some more sppointments ag Official Reevivers ;

(b) it so, what steps Governmen® proposes to take to make up the
deficiency of the Muslims in the cadre of Official Receivers in

- the Punjab ?
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes,

() Government proposes to make appropriate appointments in vacen-
. ¢ies as they ooccur until sommunal disproportion is restifie
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Mr. Yupmister Lasn, Orriotan Receiver, FerozarorE.

1750, Pir Akbar Ali: Will the Honourablo the Finance Member
be pleased to state—

(¢) whether it is a fact that the late Official Receiver, Ferozopore,
My, Yudhister Lal, Taneja, Arora, is related to the wife of
Senior Sub-Judge, Ferozepore, Mr. Khan Chand, Jamnejs,
Arora -

{b) whether it is a faot that even affer Mr. Yudhister Lal having
been relioved of the charge of Offisial Recciver, Ferozepore,
he has been given some profitable work of the insolveney
eages while undergoing training as Sub-Judge at Ferozepore ;

(¢) if 8o, why ?
The Homourable Sixr Henry Craik: Enquiries are being made

#rom local authorities and a reply will be farnished o the honourable mem-
ber when ready.

APPOINTMENT OF OFPIgisal. BromIVER, FBROZEPORA.
1751. Pir Akbar Ali: Will the Honourable the Finance Member
bo pleased to state-— .

{a) the number of the lawysrs who applied for the post of Official
Receiver, Ferozepors ;

{b) how many out of them have besn appointed temporary reseivers
with their names ;

{¢) has any one been so appointed without even having applied
for the job;

{d) the reasons for appoiunting so many in place of one Official Re-
ceiver ? '

The Honourable Six Henry Craik: Ths information is being
sollested and will be supplied to the honourable member when ready.

OrrFiciaAL.  RECEIVER, FEROZEPORN DISTRICT.

1752. Pir Akbar Ali: Will the Honourable the Finance Member
be pleased to lay on the table a list showing the following particulars, aboub
the Werozepore district Official Receiver, sines Mr. Yudhister Lal, Qficial
Receiver, was relieved of the charge—

{¢) name of the temporary Reseiver ;

{b) deseription of the insolveney case or eases given ;

(¢} the amount of the debts in each case;

{d) the assets of the insolvent or Insolvents and the amount realised
by the temporary Receiver ;

{¢) the amount of fee resovered by the temporary Receiver ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: The information is beu;:g!s
sollected and will be supplied to the honourable member when ready.
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Braxra Dam  Provror,

1753. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Ghani: Will tha Honourable
Rovenue Member kindly state— -
{a) whether it is & faet that no action has g0 far been taken to obtain
sanection for the Bhakre Dam Projest from the Government
of India and the Seoretary of State ;
(b) whether the work of the preparation of the Haveli Project is
néering completion ;
(o) if the answers to the above be in the affirmative, when the Gov-
ernment i8 going to take in band the work of the prep&raﬁlon
of the Bhakra Dam Projeet ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Kban: The
honourable member iz referred to the reply given to starred question.

No. 29901 -

Hmpv Tecaniosan Instirure, LaHORE.
1754. Pir Akbar Ali: Wil the Honourable the Minister for
Education kindly lay on the table the following particulars r¢ the Hindu
Technical Institute, Lehoze :—

-(a) sinee when this institute is in existence ;7
(b) the amount of 2if given to the said institute during this period
Eh@ the Government, Punjab, (i) the Mummpal Committee,
ore ;
{¢) the number of suceeesful students eommunit;
(@) whether i is a faet thet the Principal of the said Teahmoal sohool
does not allow admission to Muslims ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal: (a) 1897.
®) (8) Rupees 1,18,226-9-4. '
(22) Bupees 1,200 per anntm from 1899 to 1921 when the grant wes:
raised to Bs. 1,800 per ennum which is still being paid.
- (¢) One hundred and nine Sikhs and 426 Hindus.
(d) The Articles of Association governing the imstitute do not permit
the admission of Moslims.

EMBEZZIEMENT IN (URDASPUE AGRICULTUBAL STA‘I‘ION

1755. Pir Akbar Ali: Will the Honourable Minister for Agricuiture
be pleased to state—

(&) whether it is & faet that an embazzlament of 8 large sum of money
in the poultry aecounts of the Gurdaspur Agrienltural stationt
was brought to the notise of the head of the department by
the Poultry Expert ;

(b) if so, will Government be pleased to siate why the Deputy Dires-
tor in charge could not detect the same and take proper
astion '}

(¢) whether it is o fact that he was pus in charge of the poultry work
merely with the objest of serutinising acsounts and keﬂpmg
& watoh over the poultry seetion ;

*1Page 21 axle,
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(@) how many times during the last three years did the Deputy
Director of Agriculture sheck the poultry and farm aceounts ;

{¢) how far is the Deputy Director responsible for this embezzlement ?
The Honourable Saxdar Sir Jogendra Singh: (a) Yes; but not.
by Poultry Txpert ;

(b} An ingniry has already been made from the Deputy Director, and
2 report has been received from him, A further report is being ealled for
from him.

(¢) Yes, from February 1928 ; The Poultry Expert was in an mdepen-—
dent charge.

(d) Never until Qctober 1929 when the defaleations were discovered.
(¢) The matter i¢ under the consideration of Government.

SurersmsstoN oF Rasa Fazin Musammap Kaaw sy 8. Dewa Smven
THE EDUOATION DEPARTMENT.

1756. My. Din Muhammad : Will {he Honourable Minister for
Education please state—

(@) the total length of servies which Sardar Deva Smgh, officisting:
Ingpector of Schools, Ambala Division, hes put in the Punjeb
Education Department ;

(b) The number of years he had spent in the inspeotion line before
being appointed as an Inspestor of Sohools ;

{c) the date when he was confirmed as Deputy Inspector of Schools ;

{d) the total length of service of Rajs Fazl Mubammad Kban in
the Ponjab Education Department ;

{¢) the number of years he has spent in the inspeotion line ;

(f) the dates of his appoiniment and oconfirmation ae Deputy In-
spector of Schools, respectively ;

(g) the resson why Raja Fazil Muhemmad Kban bas been super-
seded by 8. Deva Bingh who is jun.or to him both in the length
of service and experience of inspestion line ¢

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal: () Ten years and three
montha,

(b) One year, eloven months and ten days.

{c) 80th October, 1928,

(@) Twenty-four years and four months. )

{¢) Beventeen years, six months and sixteen days.

(f) 1st December, 1925.

{g) Many factors are taken into eonsideration at the time of making
appointments to the poste of Inspeotor of Suhools, and it is not sdvisable

in the public interest to discuss individual ceses, but it is not correst to

say that Sardar Deva Singh is junior to Khen Sehib Fazil Mubammnad.
Bardar Deva Bingh oceupies the 25th plase in the P. E. 8., and Khan
Sshib Fazil Muhammad is at the 82nd place.
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GRANTIN-ATD TO0 ANGLO-VERNAOULAR SOHOOLS,

1757. Mr. Din Muhammad : Will the Honourable the Minister for
“Education plesse state—

{@) how many new Anglo-Vernaoular Schools under private manage-
ment were brought on the grant-in-sid list during 1928-29
and how many of these were under Hmdu, Sikk and Muslim
managements, regpestively ;

(b) how many Anglo-’?ernaeul&r Schools under private manage«

- ment were given special grants in 1928-29, 1929-80, and how
many of these wers under Hindu, 8ikh and Muslin manage-
ments, respeotively ;

(¢) how many of the schools referred to in (a) and (b) above were
resommended by the Divisional Inspestors as required by the
Panjab Edusation Code ?

“The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : () Seventeon—

Hindus e . 18
Muslim .. e 1
Sikhs - ‘e 2
® (5) 1928-29—Twenty-three—
Hindua .e e 18
Maslim .e e P}
Sikbs . ve 5
(m') 1929.80—T'wenty-threo—
Hmdﬂ . a“n 12
Muaslim .. - B
Slkhs 5

{o) Ii is not the practme of Govemment to thselose this confidential in-
formation, but the honourable member may be informed that the sehool or two
that possibly do not fall under this eategory are those which either had been
supported for a special grant or had received special grants in the past,

AvcTioN oF LAND 1N Lyatrrus.

1758. Mian Nurullah: Will the Honourable Member for Revenue
be pleased to state—

{a) how many squares of Iand were sold by auection in the district
of Liyallpur during the last ten years;

(b} what was the average price per square and the fofal sale pro-
ceeds ;

{¢) what was the maximnm price fotched by a squere and in what
year; what is the average market price per squere in that
vicinity now ;

(4) how much price should have been paid in by now and how much
of this has been actaally received ;

(e) how many zamindars bought land ‘and how many have failed
to pay the instalments when due ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (a) Two
thousand, two hundred and forty squares of land have been sold by auction
during the last 10 years, ‘
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(b) The average price per square sold was Rs. 16,035, The total eale
-price being Rs. 3,59,19,088,

(¢) Maximum price of a sqoare of land sold wes Re. 23,000 during the
year 1926.

The present market priee per square in that visinity eannot exactly be
:agcertained unless & number of squares are sofd. _

{(d) Rupees 2,90,70,1256 should have been paid up till now, but so_ far
‘Ra. 2,05,44,544 have been paid.

(¢} Five thousand, two hundred and thirty-two zamindsrs bonght land
-and 9,487 persons havs failed to pay the instalments when they fell due.

Exeenprrure anp RevERUE R Lowsr CHENAB CANAL.
1759. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable the Revenue Mombaor
‘be pleased o state—

(@) the total cost of tho Luwer Cheneb Canal ;

() for how many years it has worked ;

{¢) what hag been the total amount of annual revenne (water rate)
from it up to the beginning of last year from the date of its
opening and what was the amount of revenue last year;

(2} what is the total of yearly running ezpemses for the periods
mentioned in (¢} above? .

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (a)
Capital outlay inclusive of indirect charges up to the.end of year 1928-29 —
Re. 8,79,00,819,

(8) The Canal was opened in 1887-88.
(¢) Total amount of revenue on acesunt of occupiers’ rates—

Es.
() up 4o the end of year 1928-29 .. 25,19,95,706
(¢} during the year 1928-29 . . 97,79,995
(@) Total amount of working expenses (exclading interest)—
. Bs.
{#) up to the end of year 1928-29 .. 17,69,84,648
(#3) during the year 1928-29 . ‘e 87,98,696

AVERAGE MARKET PRIOBS OF OHIEF UOMMC;DITIEB.

1760. Mian Norullah: Will the Honourable Member for Revenue
‘be pleased to lay on the table & comparative statement showing for the
-years 1918 to date—

(@) the average market prices each year of the chisf commodities
grown by a zaminder, say (z) wheat, (¥) cotton, {(i$%) sugar-
cane, (i) toria, (v} gram ;

(b)) an index number prepared from them for the same period with
1918 as its base (100) ;

{e) what was the year of maximom prices in India;

{d} in what year each of these commodities roached its maximum
prices and what was that price ?
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"The Honcurable Captain Sardar Sikander Hyat Khen: (o} A
statement showing the sverage wholesale prices of wheat, gram, rapeseed,
sugar (raw) and cotton {cleaned), for the years 1918 to 1980 is placed on
the table.
(b) A siatement showing the index numbers prepared for these com-
“modities taking the 1918 figure as 100, is also placed on the table.

" (¢) Prices in the Punjab were at their maximum, among recent years,
1921, '

{d@) The maximum price per msund of each commodity together with
the year of maximum price is given below :—

Name of commodity. Mazimum price. Yeor.

Bs. 4. .
Wheat .. ‘e . 712 6 1921
Gram .. . se . 614 9 1921
Rapeseod. . " “ e 12 1 0 1919
Sugar (vaw) . . - 12 10 6 1991
Cotton (eleaned) .. .o 4615 1 1924

STATEMENT SHOWING AVERAGE WHOLESALE PRICES OF WHEAT, GRAM,
BATHEED, SUGAR (RAW)} AND COFTON (CLEANED} FROM 1913 TC 1930,

Yass, Whest, | Grom. |Raposoed.| iy Cons | Bmuszzs.
s . | R B
UV | 31110| 8 60} 610f 413 0{B122
1015 .. t606|3ssolawsa|lomolians
we . | 81210 82 7] 4 9 9| 6 8 7]16 50
wmr .. 482{3606(4s81| 5111038181
1918 51 9| 4038| 51 of 6109|3913 5}
019 .. +| 6 0 4| B10 1| 121 0|10 4103414 7
120 .. | 5686 8811|1010 3| 910 3,28 08
o1 .. 712 6| 614 9f 9 8 2]12 10622 7 8
1022 .. 1 648 526796 81 53228
128 .. 1316 3| 215 2] 618 6| 513 64212 4
1924 .. 46 4| 82 3|3B e11| 613 s[4815 1
1925 .. | s1aml s15 2l 8 7 0| 8 0 1|86 60
lo26 .. ol 5 a0l 4782|7148 8386|2010
1027 - | 412 8) 4 5 3} 81 8] 64 7]27 81
1028 .. .. B0 8 491|760 88 0|8 310
1920 . .1 6111 56 1| 78 8|76 4,223
1bap* .. .| 310 8] 4 4 3| 615 8] 8 7 5|1716 6

1The price is for toria, ®Averege of six months.
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The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: The information
asked for by the honourable member is being collected and will be com-
saunicated to him when available.

—_—

JaNe11s op THE JHANG DISTRIOT.

1762. Mian Nurullah: Will the Honoarable Minister for Educa-
tion bo pleased to state—

{a) whether the Government knows that locals, i.c., Jangli popula-
tion of Jhang District are very backward and deserve special
facilities for their general uplift, specially in education ;

{(b) do any coneessions exist for them ;

(o) if not, what action Government intends to take in the matter ?

The Honourable My. Manohar Lal ¢ Enquiries are being made and a
toply will be sent to the honourable member when ready.

COMPENSATION TO OWNERS OF WATHR-LOGGED ABEAS,
1763. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourabls Member for Bevenue
be pleased to state—

{2} what help is Government rendering to the owners of waber-
logged areas specially in cases where the water-logging
in the direct effect of the canals ;

{b) whether the owners of such areas are compensaied per crop
for the logs which they suffer in every harvest ;

(¢} whether the (Government allows or intends to allow owners of°

such areas betier lands in exchange ;
(&) if so, when ?
The Honourakle Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (2)

Government has allotted land on peasant grantee terms to snfferers from
waterlogging as follows :—

Rectangles.
(1) Gujranwala e .- ‘. . 500
(2) Sheikhupura .. - . . .. 700
(3} Sialkot . .. e .. 650
'(4) Gujrat - N - .. 600
(56) Lahors e s e . 50
(6) Ambala . . . e 15

Total -~ 2915
In addition, eight estates in the Sielkot district and throe in the Guj-
ranwala district have been given good colony land in exchange for their
damaged land.

(&) No, |

(c) Governmeni has permitted cortain estates in the Gujranwale and
Sheikhupura districts o apply for exchange of their entive areas with good
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. colony la.nds belonging to, Governmant Four esta.tes have a.valled tham- :
"~ selves of the offer and have ‘applied for exohange

- {d) The apphentmns reeelvad from those foux estates are u.mler con-
.-_mdemtmn. ; : § _.

Tomz. wuun-noeenn u;m

lm Mian Hurulhh Will the Honoumble B%venne Membar.
'please state the following pn.rbwulars ior the provmce—-- o

. (&) the total area water-logged
- {by how mueh of it ha.s been compensa.ted for 9
: 'l‘helimwurabh SardarSukandarHyatKluns (@)
" Tha total ares damaged by waterlogg;n.g aeeording to tho latest Girdawari.
:gnt?:: in the 11 dJsf.’ncts of the provmce saﬁeeted by waterlog:gm,g is a8
‘- Bamarwkwkwasw bmkm
Bem Lo .. 0T . 0,508
Thur .. .. e o . 91,887
Bem o, - T e e T e 16,886
Bem .. o ‘.. . BPPRR 5469
& BdlefhsabsmgrvmbywayoipmntgznntsmtheNﬂl Ba:w

o
.. Name Ofdm -g-jr . Raattmglss aﬂaued
{1y Shelkbmpm S e 700; -
@) Gujramwala L. < .. G806
() Siatkot o S s o ‘ 650
D@ Gujreb 600
() Ambaia . .. LT

15 .

2915- _.

| In addition to thls an area of 3,800 acres in the Lowér Chensh Colony o
‘was given in exchange for an egnal area damaged by Water-logging in the-

o 'Gujmnwa.]a Bigtriet end shout 50 restangles within the distriet itself are-

. ' given on temporary oultivation o sufferers from seepage in the Sheikhu-

. -pure digtrict. All this is. recent, The award of 80 squares on the Lower-
-Chenab to the Jhang people about the year 1902 and of several Chaks on._
. the Upper Ghenal) Ga.nal to' the- Gu;ranwala suﬂ'erers about 1918-14 ia old

h .hwtOry.
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KHARABi REMISSION.
1765. Mian Nurullah: Will the Honourable Bevenue Member
Please state—

{a) whether remission is granted under the present rules of kharaba,
if a zamindar recovers mothing beyvond the actual cosé of

~ soed plus the cost of cultivation ;

(b) whether it iz a fact that the circumatances for remission men-
tioned above exist at preseat in all areas where wheat ig
fown ;

{¢) Tf so, what action Government intend to take in the mather ?

The Homourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (9)
Yes, where there has been a complete failurs or destruction of the erop

or the failure i s0 nearly complete that the cultivator recovers mothing
‘beyond the cost of seed and bare cost of cultivation ;

) No.

(¢} Does not arise,

RunEs REGARDING FIXING STANDARD OF VALUE OF CERTAIN (Rops.

1766. Mian Nurullah: Will the Honourable Revenue Member
please state— . -, .
(a) whether there are rules fixing a standard by which the canal
offi¢ialy estimate the yield or income for a eertein crop ;

(b} if po, will the Governiment pleage lo¥ those on the table ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (a)
"Please sce Note (B) fo Rule 20 of the Rules under the Canel Act.

(b) Copy laid on the table.

Copy of Note (b) to Rulo 20 under the Canal Aok,
(®) A normal erop should be regarded es one giving yield equal to that
-adopted by the Settlement Officer for that crop in framing his half-net assets
~esfimates.

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE FOR IRRIGATION OFFICERS,
1767, Mian Nuwrullahl: Will the Honourable Member for Revenue
ibe pleased to state— :
(a) whether the maximum travelling allowance is fixed for an Irriga-
tion Officer for a month ;
(&) if so, what is it ;
{c)*how many officers exceeded this limit last year;

{d) if so, by what per cent. did the maximum oxeess excoed the
© maximum iimit fxed and for what reasons

{¢) was any action taken against such officers 2
“The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (6) No.
{b} to (¢) Do not arise, :
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CLASBIFTOATION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS,

1768, Sardar Narain Singh: Will the Honourable Member for
Fmance ba pleased to state—

(n) whether it 18 a fact that Lala Khushal Chend, Kaifi, Beoretary,
District Congress Committee, Gujranwala, was convicted
under section 124-A, I P. C. by Mr. Abdul Rashid, Magistrate,
18t class, Gujranwala, on 17th April 1980, and egentenced to
one vear's rigorous imprisonment together with & fine of
Rag. 100,

{b} whether it is a fact that he was recommended by the Magisirate
to beputin ‘B’ class; -

(¢) whether it is a fact that the Government has orderad him to
be put in * C* class without assigning any reasons;

(d) what i8 the reason for altering the classifieation fixed by the
Magistrate in this cese ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (2) Yes.

(b) Yes.

{¢) Yea.

(@) According to the information received by the local Government

he did not appear, by social status, education, or habit of life, to have been-
aeenstomed to a superior mode of living,

S8geuriry FROM THR PrEsS.

1769. Sardar Narain Smgb Will the Honourable Member Bor
Pinanoe please state—

(n) the number of persons who have within the last six months
ending the 80th June, 1980, been asked to show cause why
they should not be ordered to furnish security under Bec-

tion 108, Cr. P. C.;

(&) the number of press men who have within fhe above six montha
been ordered to give security under Ordinance 2 of 1980 ;

(¢) the number of press men that have within the above period
been hauled up under Section 108, Cr. P. C., for alleged print-
ing of seditions matter ;

{d} the numher of press men that have within the above period
been hauled up both under Section 108, Cr. P, C,, and Ordi-
nance 2 of 1930

{e;, whether it is a fact that a magistrate on decision of » case under
Section 108, Cr. P. C., has to intimate (by telegram or other-
wite) the result of it to the Chief Secretary to Govermment,
Punjab, the Inspestor-Genaral of Poliee, the Criminal Tnvesti-
gation Tepartment or any other authorities ;

{f) it the answer to the above is in the affirmative, why and under
what law iy this done ?
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. The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ;: (2) Thres hundred and seventy-
six.

) Porty-five.

(¢) Three.

(@ Two.

(¢} Deputy Commissioners are required to inform Government weekly
of the number of prosecutions instituted under section 108, Criminel Proce-
dure Code. Magistrates are not 8o required.

(f) It is not & guestion of law. Government wishes the returns partly
for statistical purposes and partly to enable them to keep control over the
institution of such prosecutions.

ComMmMuUNAL BEBPRESENTATION IN THE SUBORDINATE EDUCATIONAL
Servica.

1770. Lala Mukand Lal, Pari: Will the Honourable Minister for
Fduecation be pleased to state— _
{a} the total number of persons newly appointed in the SBubordinate
Educational Serviee in the years 1927, 1928 and 1929,
() how many of them were Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs.

The Homourable Mr. Manohar Lal : In view of the answer given
to Council Questions Nos. 1961—75 on 14th December, 1925, it is not pro-
posed to eolleet further information ih addition to what bas already been
given in the consolidated statement showing the proportionate representa-
tion of the various communities serving in the different departments of the
Punjab as it stood on 1st Janwary, 1980.

COMMUNAL REPRESENTAYION IN THE SUBORDINATE EDUCATIONAL
- SERvIcE.

1771, Lala Mukand Lal, Puri : Will the Honourable Minister for
Tiducation be pleased to state how many Apsistant Distriet Inspectors of
Behools are there in the provinee at present and how many of them are
Hindns, Muhsmmadans and BSikhs ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal: The statement giving the

requisite information ig laid on the table :—

PERvARERT Agsmrant Dmrricr InsrroroRs oF BoROO1 s,

Total No.of posta
of Assistent Dia-
trict Tnspectorg s

Delhi w:ﬁli:ﬂim Hindua, Muslims. Sikha. Christiacs.

151 a8 83 28 <

Vol VIII-B, peges 1167—1181 end Appendix VIII, pege cisil.
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Foort CONBTABI.EE v JHANG PoLICE.

1772, Sayad Mubarik A Shah: Will the Hono{mble Fmance
Member please state— .

{#) the number of the fooi: constablas commumtymse, reemnte{i
in the Jhang police since Jannary last ;:

(b) the number of those foot constables who belong 'to thé ﬂtatutory
agricultural tribes of the distriet ?

The Honwrable Sir Henry Craik : (¢) Bight Hmdus, 4 Slkhs and
nine Muhasmmadans. Of these two Hindus &nd one Mubammadan have ginoe
remgned _. L

* () Theee,

o

Pvmsnmzm oF Porioe SERVANTS.

1773. Sayad Mubarik Ali Shah : Will the Honoura.ble Fmanee
Member please state— :

(a) the total number of the police aarvants who were pumshed de-
partmentally or otherwise singe January last;
(®) their numbereommumtywme 2

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: The mformatmn is being:
eollected and will be supplied to the honourable membar when reedy.

RESOLUTIONS. _- _
REsonuTioN BREF REDUCTION OF ABIANA,

Mr. President: The Council will now resume diseussion on Miaw
Nurnllah’s resolution?

Chaudhri Baldev Singh [North-West Rohtak (Non-Muhammadan),
Bural) : 8ir, I have greet pleasure in supporting this motion for the re.
duction in abigna. In the last session of the Council in March
also this question was raised, and then also I had to 'draw the attention
of. Government to the wretched condition of the wamindars in the South-
sast of the Punjab, Not only in the irrigated areas but even in the areas
which are_called barani and chahi the zamindars are suffering on asccount
of the economie distress and the fall in prices. It is very difficult for them
to pay aven the land revenue because they have not grain enough even
to foed themselves. Of eourse, it has been replied that Government
sannot make the abiana fluctuate on the prices of tho crops. This may be
frue, but this is a period of speecial difficuity for the zaminders in the South-
east. I should like to point out that abiane would give relief only to that
portion whichis irrigated by canal water. The zaminders in other tracts:
also require relief and this ean only be done by reducing land revenue. In
Rohtak distriet there has been a great change in the minds of the zgamindars. -
on account of the various movements that are being propagated there.
I should draw the aitention of Government only to the two chief move-
ments that are ab present being carried on in the district of Rohtak. One-
is the Congress movement and the other is the Zamindsr League. They are-
opposed to cach other. While the Congress men ask the zamindars to-.

1 Vide page 125 infre.
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[ Ch. Baldeo Smgh ]
withhold land revermue and to take to civil disohedience the Zamindar

League, on the other hand, asks them to pay their land revenue and not
to take to eivil disobedience. So in fact these two movements are opposed
o each other, but as far as the zamindars go, their attitude is exactly the
same. To point out how they have hrought about & change in the winds
of the zamindars in the Rohfak distriet, I should only peint-out two or
three chief items of their programme. The Congressmen have sinee the
day—T eannot say exactly whether it was the 24th or 25th of January--

Independence. was declsred, have been telling zamindazs that their land
revanue should be reduced to half the present rates. They have madeno
gecret of it and each and every zamindar has been approached by the Con-
gress volunteers in thisrespect. They also olaim that by redueing expenses
-on the axmy and higher services they will be able to bring down other
taxes also to & certain extent. But they say that they are quite certain
to bring down the land revenue: to half is rates, and the method which
thoy ask the zamindars to adopt is the non-payment of land revenne and
the adoption of civil disobedience. Next they are approached by a somi-
official body ca;lled the Zamindar League. The Zamindar League tell the
gamindars that it is very dangerous for them to take to civil disobedience
28 the Government will forfeit their lands. But the League also says that
Jead revenus should be aesessed cu the principles of moome—ta,x that i,
no zamindar who has aa income of less than Rs. 2,000 should be required
to poy a single pie to Government. .Thus these two, though coming from
the opposite camps, raise the same hops in the minds of the zamindars,
Rather the hope that hag been raised by the. Zamindar League, if realised
would give. more relief to the zamindars than that raised by the Congress,
There is a difforenee hetween the methods, no doubt, but the ordinary
zamindar knows thai the difference in the method is only in name. The
Tight methed they think is that of the Congfess, beesuse they know that in
spite of the comstent appeals to Government through the Legidlative
Council fer so long nothing has been denme. That at least is the idea
-of the ordinery zamindar in our distriet now. -

_ Thero also is the question of the fall in prices. Ordinarily the Zamin-
dar League would say that on account of the recent disturbances the banias
Jave stopped the export of grain, and therefore the price of grain bas fallen,
‘On the other hand, the Congress volanteers come and say that the prices
of all the articles in Indis have fallen because the exchange velue of the
rTupee hag been fixed at 1s. 6d. by Government. Fven the Maharaja of
Bikaner in his appeal recently has stressed this point. I am not an econo-
mist nor are the zamindars of my district coonomists., They cannot sift
these statements and they cannot form right opinion. Mereover, there is
another difficulty in ‘our distriet. They have been waiting for a long time
for the Bhakra Dam, and their bopes have almost been shaifered by this
time. I was very much surprised to hear that the papers have not yet
been submitted to the Secretary of Btate, though the Council passed
resolution about two years ago asking Government to do it at a very early
date. 1 cannot see how the ignorant uamimdars wheo approached by two
different bodies, who hold opposite views, and yet are told by each that
dheir condition: is bad because the land -revenue sysiem iz mot based on
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right lines, can but bhelieve them. Both the bodias which are antagoniskie
10 eash other sy the same thing te the zamindar, Icannet see how the
Zamindars -¢an resist coming to the conclusion thit semehow or othér
Government’s land revenue poliey is at fault. Anyhow the claim that the fall
i prieas is dae ‘o political unrest and political discontent is not acceptable
10 the zamindars hesause they are paying land revenne to Government and
Governmont to thom is all powerful. Therefore they eomnot believe that
Government which is so powerful cannot cope with this agitation, and
atlows the prices of grains to'fall 5o mitch merely on aceonnt of the politieal
agitation, and henes %hey expact reliof from the Government in their dis-
dress.  Under these circawstances, T shoald have liked that the word
*obigna’ should have been replaced by the word ‘land-revemume’, huot. if
«<annot be replaced by the word * land-revenue ' anvhow whatever relief
«an be given to the zamindars should be given. I h:ava fuil sympatt&ay
with the resolndion aud intend to vote for #.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh [Hoshiarpur and Kangm {8ikh), ‘Rural]
{Urdu) : Bir, I had no infention to speak on the resolution under sonsidera-
Hion but the speech made by the honourable Financial Commissioner, Mr.
Calvert, has provoked me to express my views on the point. There is no
doubt that if this resolution is given effost to, it will tell heavily on the Gov-
ernmoent exchequer: But it is for the Governmmt to devise means to
make up any defisioncy that may thus be eansed in the budget and to make
necessary adjustments. We are here to represent the case of the zamindara
and to put befors the House thair difiealtier. Their plight is most miserable
and they oannot afford to pay even the land revenze. ~If is our clear duty té
bring home to the Government the hardships under whish the zamindars
a6 NOW la.bounug It wa fail to represent their case they wonld be perfsetly
_Justified in saying that we their representatives are here only to serve our
own ands. Besides there is an imminent danger of thé zamindars being driven
to the politieal movement. Tt is for ng as well as for Government to 106
that the zamindars keep aloof from the present Congfess movement. In
view of this political danger we feel called upon o urge on Government
the advisability of relisving the zamindars of their present distress. Moreover,
Sir, the minute distinetion drawn by the honourable the Financial Commis-
wioner betweon the barant and chahs lands on the one hand and the canal
irrigated lands on the other hand is not st all justified. At present we are
-only coneernsd with the question of affording some rolief to the zamindars
“in general. 8ir, this question equally relates to the b1g and petty zamnindars.
It has also been said that if the honoura,ble mover’s proposal is accepted
only the big landlords would stand to gain and the petiy gamindars would
‘remain where they are. I beg to submit that it is not oorreat. I have seen
-several lease deeds in whieh 1% has been agreed to by the parties that the
lessee would be responsible for paying up the Jand revenue and other Gov-
-ernment charges regarding the land leaged out to him. Therefore it is wrong
to say that i proposed reduotion in abignc is made only big landlords would
_gnin and not the tenants or cultivators. It has also been said that reduetion
‘In ghiana would afford relief only to the zamindars owning canal irrigated
lands and the zamindars of the barani and chahi tracts, although they are
“the most deserving people, would not benefit in the least. My submission is
-that it is not the question of Lower Chenab and Bari Doab tract only. This

2
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matter relateg to the whole of the Punjab. The zamindars of the various
digtriets of the provinee have gone to the colonies and settled there and
therefore if reduction is made in abigng, the benefit would aserme to the
-whole zamindar population of the provinece. If the samindars of the colo- -
niss ere dissatisfied and begin to agitate the whole zemindar population
-of the provinee is sure to follow suit and get effected owing to the influence
that they shall wisld. I would, therefors, request the Governmeit to
take time by the forelosk and reduce the abiazne rates as proposed by the
honourable mover. of the resolution under consideration. It wes stated
yesterday by the honourable the Financial Commissioner that till 1924 no
ingrease was over made in water rates or rather that the water rates went
down and down, but in that year in view of the abnormal rise in prices
water rates were enhanced. Now when prices of produce have considerably
gone down, I ask, is it not advisable to aet upon the same prineiple aecording,
to which water rates were enhaneed in 1924 ? Sir, when these canals were
construoted, it was these poor zamindars who went hundreds of miles away
from houses, risked their lives in olearing out the jungles and brought the-
lends under cultivation. But when the jungles have been turned into gar-
dens by the efforts of the zamindars, I am sorry to remerk that Government
hag becoms utterly regardless of the inievests of the zamindsrs now, and
have bogun to sell water. I would say that Government is not at all justified.’
in selling water which comes down from the Himalayas and which ig not
being brought .from England, nor bas the snow in the Himalayss beeome
dear. Moreover Sir, we should not be carried away by the idea that if re-
duetion is made in the abiana how are we to earry out the sehemes regarding.
the gpread of edueation and sanitation in the province. It is the foremost.
duty of the Government to afford relief to the zamindars so that they may
not be tewpted to side with the Congress people. As all of you are aware-
of the fact that of the eleven points put forward by Mabstme (Gandhi one-
point was that land revenue rates should be reduced to one-half ; it wes.
only a diplomstic move on his part to please and win over the zamindars.
to bis side, although our personal view is that the assessment of land reve.-
nue should be governed by the same principles on which the assessment:
of income-tax is based, end this should have been urged by the Mahaima.
But just eonsider the posifion that while even the Congress leaders think
it advisable to have the present rates of land revenue reduced to one-half
the Government i not prepared to budge an inch even in the case of abiang..
In my opinion the Government would be well-advised to give up its present:
die-hard attitude otherwise the eonsequences that might follow would not:
be desirable. It is just possible thet the zaminders hard pressed by their
cireumstances and on the instigation of the Congress may go to the length
of refusing to pay land revenue if they do not reesive relief from Govern~
ment. Therefore, it is high time that Government should take steps
that matters should not assume such serions form. Sir, you ean postpone
the guestion of reducing land revenue end ciaks rates till the t_me of next.
gettlement but you ean reduce the water rates at any time you like. If you.
would acoede to the wishes of the zamindars in this matier they are sure ta.
turn desf ears to the solicitations of the Congress. The other day an honour-
able member of the House stated tome that about more than one hundred.
persond had been arrested in Sheikhupura district for 'non-payment o1
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Jand revenne. Bir, it is a very serious politieal matter and desorves our
‘most careful eonsideration. No one ean deny the faet that in these days
iit is very diffieult for a zamindar to keep his soul and body together. He
has o sell a big heap of grdin to procure a single rapee under the present
low rates of prices. If you eannct see your way to permsnently redees the
water rates, you had better reduse them temporarily till such time a8 the
_prices of producs are low or the political movement sabsides. If that is
done the zamindars would feel gratéful to the Government and we would
be able to ask them to keep aloof from the Congress setivities. Sir, the
zamindars are loyal to the Government and ¢onsider them their ** Badshah ",
The latter should astording to the Persian ocouplet -

R o g e oy :
<ome forward to their-veseus. Please consider this matter oalmly and im-
passionatel y and do not be earried away by the spesch of my honourable
friend Mr. Calvert in whish it was said that the present case was a. test case
and that it would be seen whether ox not we were fit for provineial autonomy.
$ir, these threats are meaningless. The zamindars are in a fix. It-is very
diffioult for them to make both ends meet. You must be prudent and not
drive the zamindars to the extremes. We shall see how o 26t when the
provineial autonomy comes. We-.will probably then be able to remove
the angmolies of the land revenue and the income-tax. Bir, this is the last
session of this Couneil and I take this opportunity to request the .Govern-
ment that they should agree to afford some rolief to the zamindars at this
aritical junoture. I would also ask the honourable members of this House
1o lend their whole hearted support to this resolution. I hope the Gov-
ernment would see their way to reduce abigna as proposed by the honourable
mover of the resolution by 25 per cent. at léast temporarily if not perma-
nently. ' . '
Sardar Jawahar Singh [Lahore (Sikh), Raral]: 8ir, the prices of the-
ataple agrieultural eommodities have gone down decidedly by 60 per cent.
and the honourable mover of this resolution has asked rednetion of only
26 per eent. There would have been justifieation if he had asked for & re-
duetion of 50 per cent. I am not unaware of the fact that this reduetion will
toll heavily on the Government exchequer, but this is no reason why this
justice should not be done to the zamindar community. I desire to urge upon
thig House that if the Government withholds this even-handed justice from
the zamindars and persists in the present harsh policy of abisne there is an
immediate political denger. I may point out that in village Bhullar, Dis-
trict Amriisar, the zamindars have refused to pay the land revenne, What
to speak of abiana ? It is given in the T'ribune, dated the 20th July 1980.
I may be allowed to read this passage.” It runs thus : ' '

** The reaidents of village Bhullar are reported tio have refused payment of Iand tevenus
on aocount of cheaper prices of grains,*?

8o, my contention is that the people are much hard pressed and under
the eircumsianees they have not earned sufficient even to pay land revenus,
not o speak of abiana. I will, therefore, submit thab 25 per cent. reduction
i58"not much and I hope that my friends, non-zamindar members of this
House would support us in this matter, becanse this is a very important
xaatter. It affects every zamindar, whether he is a big landlord or petty
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zamindar helding & few seres of land. Lalso urge. the Government benches'
that they should also support us, bocause by supporting us they will allay the.
discontent of the zamindars and. then we are sure that their politieal activi-
ties will cease, and if the Government persists in following its present policy,.
then I may bring to the netice of the House that the seens of Bardoli may
oecur in the Punjab province. For these reasons, if not others, I os a gamin-
dar heartily soppert this resolution and ask the House to reduce the abiana
by 25 per cent. if not more. - o

Rana Firoz-ud-Din Khan [South-Tast Towns (Muhammadan), Urban}
{Uxdu) : BSir, some of the honourable members while supporting the reso-
lutiori under consideration en verious other grounds were profuse in making
mobtion of the undoubted loyalty of the zamindars to the Crown. I am at
one with Raje Sabib wher he saye thet it is not at all necessary to make
a parsde of this loyalty of the zamindarz. I wonder why Government is
teminded at every step of thiz fact abcut which netther the Government
nor abybody ~ else has ever oxpressed any doubt. In my opinion every case
' should Lé decided on its merits., We rhould see
whether this demand of the zamindars is reasonable
gid justified. What & funwy thing the Lenevratle member from Hoshigrpur
{Bardar Hartakbsh Singh) bes said-~

B rHstes g fie e

The honourable memkers of the House are -not beggars. Every question:

that eomes up before the Houee should ke dealt with secording to its merits-
We should not look for charity. Even suppcsing tbat aebtana is not a tax,.
but the price of the water nsed by the szamindars for irrigation purposes,

the price, mueh depends on the purchesing power of the customer. If
he is well off he may afford to pay a good-'price. But if, on the other hand,
he ig poor he would not be able to psy o bhardsome price. Now when
the zamindar has fallen on bad days, is it not in the fitness of things to reduce-
the price of the water he uses 2 It has been said that the zamindars of the:
berani tzacts have a9 much right to the water of the rivers and eanals run-

ning in the province as the zamindars of the canal irrigated area have got..
That is true, no doubt. They are entitled Lo participate in {he not gain. But

the Government should rot attempt at getting enormous profits out.
of irrigation relurns. Tke honourable the Finaneial Commigsioner while-
making out this point made & mention of the Hoshiarpur, Jullundur
and some other distriets of the province and observed that no member had.
over advoeated the construetion of irrigation works in those districts, With.
regard to the Hoshisrpur and Jullundur distriets it was proposed more than.
onee on the floor of this House that the water that eomes down from the-
Shiwalik mountains should be utilised for irrigation purposes. It was also-
brought to the notice of the Government that the water level of wells in.
these districts had considerably fallen, An enquiry was also held into this-
matter. I wish that this sympathy to which expression has béen given

by the Financigl Commissioner had talken praetieal shape. With these-
preliminary remarks I would now like to say s few words in connestion with.

1% WooF.
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‘the resolution under comsideration. The honourable the Financial _Co’:_rg-
missioner has said that the fall in the prices of the produce I8
immaterial so far as the enhanocoment or reduction of water rates is con.
corned. [ do not think that it is sorrect. When water rates were enhansed
one of the reagsons for enhaneement was that abnormal rige in prices of pro-
duee had made the zamindars very rich and, therefore, they should be made
to pay something more to the Government exohequer. Consequently the
Government enhanced the water rates. DBut, now when the prices of
commodities have considerably gone down I see no reason why water rates
should not be reduced. As regards the point thet any redustion would
injuricusly affeet the barani distriets, I may point oumt that people from
these distriets are settled in colonies and so-any relief to the eolonies wounld
benefit these districts too. Therefore the whole zamindar population of the
provinoe would stand to gain if proposed reduction is made in abiang. But,
if we consider how much money is being aetually spent on the general de-
velopment of the provincs we would eome to know that a sufficient amount
is being spent for the welfare of the zarnindars of the barans trasts.

The Government in calenlating net ineome from irrigation have taken
into eonsideration only the actual amount of abiana realised from the zamin-
dars. They have not included in their eal-ulations the sum of two erores
and forty lakhs of rupees which aoerues to them'in the form of indireet credit
(land revenue due to irrigation). If we take also this amonnt into eonsidera-
tion we shall see that 20 per cent. gross profit aserues to Government from
mrigation, - '

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : Where
from did ¥ou get these figures ? ' - o _

“ Ramnu Firoz-ud-Din Khan: From the Budget volume. If we take
into congideration all the items of expenditure on the maintenance of the
canals and deduet the same from the gross income that accerues to Govern-
ment and if we also deduct the interest charges, the net profit that accrues
to Government amounts to 8 per cent. on the capital cutlay.

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: Thatis
quite correct. . i .
Rana Firuz-ud-Din Khen : Now,if we reduce abiona rates by 25
per cent., our income would decrease by 115 lakhs, or in other words 4 per
cent. on the eapital outlay, and the net profits would he reduced to 4} per
eent. on the eapital, which is quite reasonable, a8 we are paying interest ot
the rate of ahout 4 per cent., our net profits should not much exceed that
rate, Thus even after proposed reduction swificient margin of profit would
be left to Government te be spent on-the development of the province.
Another objection raised against this resolution is that the expenses incurred
by the zamindars of the barant tracts for the irrigation of their lands far
exceed the water rates, which thezamindars of the canal irrigated areas have
to pay for the same purpose. I beg to differ from it in as much asa 2amin-
dar of the barani tracts ploughshis lands and works the well with the same
pair of oxen. He has not to incur any extra expenditure for working the well
apart from ploughing thelands. Itis, therefore, obvions that this argument
does not hold good. 1t has also been argued that when zamindars cannot
afford to pay water rates why they do not leave their lands or refuse to take
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water, But Sn, ‘the quéstion is, after laavmg t-heu' lands whlther should
they go ot what should they do ? .They solely depend on agriculture..

How can they giveit up? I won]d not take up the pohtm&l aspect of this
quest:on Aeeordmg to the Persian masim— .

e N‘J ul,,}m-'-h w,a waflam B,
Tt is for the:Government to-consider that aspect of the questmn I would
simply fey this mueh that if reasonable requests of the people are not ac-
ceded to by Government the eonsequences that would follow ¢an well be
imagined. ~Twook-at:this demand of the zamindars from any point of view
and you will find that it is raost reasonable a1id most moderate.  The produce
of lands has docreased: The priee of the produce has slso fallen.

One poini more ‘wnid 1 shall have done. If propossd rednetion is mada
in abiana our net income wotild decreass by one crore and fifteen lakhs
of rupoes, - Now we have to see how this loss in the revennes could he made
up. A committee should be appointed to suggest ways and means for making
up this dsficiency. Butl may pomt ont that there is great soope for retrench-
ment and. consequent saving in the irrigation department itself. In my
opinion the Superintending Engineers have nothing to do. Their posts
and their establishment can-well be brought under reduetion. Sir, yon are
maimtaining a top heavy.edministration, You can easilv bring undet re-
ductior: the posts of Deputy Colleetors, Zilladars and pansl Patwaris and
their .dutiescan better beentrasted to- revenue authorities. Certain other
reduction can also be made. The tax payer is sure to gain by this arrange-
ment. The zamindar -would algo be saved from inconveniences resultm,.

from the dual systent. With these words I whole haartedly support the
resolution under consideration.,

Pandit Nanak Chand. [Hoshlarpur (Non-Muhammadan), Ravalf : Sir,
this resolution has evoked a very interesting disenssion and it is time that
the other sids of the picture should also ba presented to this Honse. The
resolntion asks that there should be reduction in the abizna on account of
the prevailing distress in the rural areas. There would be nobedy in this
‘House who would not adrmit that there is acute distress all over the Punjab
among the varicus sections of the people. Not only is there acute distress
among the nehri zamindars but among the ehahi zamindars and the barani
zamindars there iy an equally large amount of distress. Not only among the
agricnlturists, again, but among the non-agriculturists also, much poorer
than the nehyt zamindars, there i¢ a large amount of distress. Tbat nobody
will deny. My honourable friends who it on the opposite benches will not
deny that there is acute distress prevailing all over the province. 1
woul hava readily given my vote in favour of this resolntion, but I cannot
Jgnore the faet that if this resolution were accepted there would be greater
misery falling upon the shoulders of those who are unable to bear any further
bardens. We have been told that there would be & deficit of one crore in
the revenues of the State, if this resolation were aceepted. Wo are face
$o face already with & deficit budget. Only in the last session of the Couneil
in March we were disenssing this fact that we are face to face with & deficit.
And this one erore would be added to the existing deficit. I say that if
there are any clags of people who deserve our sympathy on account of the
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provailing distress among the zamindars it is those who live in tracts where
there are no canals, who live in places where the rainfall is scanty, where
people find it extremely difficnit to get even one meal a da,y. I know of
«cages in the Hissar distriet where people who at one time were in a ﬁounahmg
state now find it difficult to get even one meal a day. The question then is
whether these =zamindars also should be belped in any manoer
or not. If they are to be helped in a like manner, the deficit would not be
one crore but much more than that, it might come to two or perhaps three
<rores. Then we have to see how the Government machinery is to run.
Thers are two or three methods of finding out money for running the machi-
nery of Government, One is that you should have more taxzation, Is
‘there anybody in this Council who could say that there could be larger taxa-
‘tion on the people of the Punjab. I believe there would not be one voice
whether on the zamindar benches or on the non-zamindar side, either amongst
the Hindus or Muslims or Sikhs which would say that the provinee is pre-
pared to shoulder additional taxation. We must, therefore, rule out that
course altogether, (Pir Akbar Ali: Yes, because all the taxesare paid by
the zamindars and nof a pie is paid by the non-zaminders). I will aceapt
what my honourable friend has stated. He says that zamindars should be
-exemptod from taxation. (Pir Akbar Ali: No, I did not say s0). The poiné
«0f my honcurable friend was that the zamindars should be vxempted from
farther taxation. I challenge my friends on the other side of the House to
wtate whether anyone of them is prepared to support the demand for a
further taxation. Are they prepared o come forward and say that they
.are prepared to bring forward a bill for taxing such and such classes ? It
s no use trying to make electioneering epeeches in order to catch votes at
the ¢coming elections. I ask them a definite question, whether there is any
‘member in this House who is ready to some forward with a proposal that
i#he Coaneil should vote additionel taxation which would be necessary in
-order to make up for the past deficit and for the deficit which would accrue
«on account of this relief which is being suggested by putting forth this
Proposal.

Now, the next (question is that we must not have additional expendi-
ture, Sometimes (lovernment comes forward with some supplementary
-demands for additional expenditure, but throughout my experience
an this Council during the past seven years hag been, that when-
@ver proposals for additional expenditure eome forward it is these
-zamindar benches who have supported that additional expenditure. Nob
‘s word of eriticism exeepting on one or two occasions has been expressed
-on the occasion of these demands asking the Government not to put forwerd
this additional demand. I remind my friend of what Rana Firoz-ud-Din
Khan said, He asked why it was that loyalty was being paraded times
out of number in this House by zamindars. It was this loyelty to which
these honourable memhets sitting on these benches were referring to, when
they said that whenever Government comes forward with an additional
expenditure for sapplementary demands it is we who get up out of our deep
Joyalty to Government and pass them, If this is so, then the proper course
for these gentlemen and other gentlemen is not to allow any additional
demand to be passed unless they have thoroughly scrutinized it and have



116 PUKIAB LBGISLATTIVE OOUNCIL. [98eD Jury 1980.

[Pandit Nanak Chand.]

found that it ia absolutely essentiel for earrymg on Government. I am
not ane of those who would fike to throw out the budget or demands merely
en the ground that the Government shonld be brought to a stand still. But.
we would be giving a proof of our houesty of purpose if we criticise and see
these demands and after going thmugh these demands we give our votea.
But that is not the case, Then there is another method of putiing down
expenditare and that is by curtailment, of the additional expenditare and
it is on this suhject that the honourable members have laid the greatest.
stress. You must curtail expenses, you must do away with this department
or that department in order fo give relief to the nehri zaminders.” Now,
¢ie hencurable member got up here yesterday and he stated in so many
words before the whole House that the Department of Agriculiure should be
abolished. I ask, are the honourable - members sitting ou those benches.
serlous ¢ (Maﬂy rotoes: Yes).

"Pir Akbar Ali: We went a new departmeut, consisting of 3gncul-
turtsis and not of non-agneultunsts

Pandit Nangk Chand: Do you really mean that the Dapartment of
Agriculture, os it stands, to-day should be abolished 2 If thess gentlemon
bring forward a demand they can conub upon my vote. Thay will eertainly
got my vota if they have the courage to bring forward e demand like this..
I kmow that during the last four or five years whenever there was a question
of the Agriculiure Department even for ome post, the whelo House has.
turmed into & eommunal wrangling den and the demands of the Department
of Agriculinre have alweys heen fought on communal issue. But it is ne
nes.bo.come forward st the fag end of the session of this Counecil and say that
we are prepared to do away with the Department of Agriculture in order to-
give reliof to the nehri zamindar and not to the barani zamindar who also
depends upon the support of the Government, not to the pocr population of

- the provinee, not to the labourers or artizans, but to the nehri zamindars-
who do make sometimes profit enongh and sometime do suffer a loss. That
was one of the suggestions made by one honourable member. . I submit that
that suggestion is ridionlong on the face of it and ihat you. cannot
do away with the Department of Agriculture, if you want. to see:
that there should be larger production, that there should be better-
methods of Agriculture (Hear, hear). Then it was suggested, why not people-
do away with medieal reliof, with hospitals, with sanitation ? But times out
of number it has been pressed on the Minister for Medical Department that
there are no hosprtals in the rural areas, that there are no dispensaries, there -
is no dootor here and no doctor there. 1, therefore, cannot understand how
in one breath you come forward with these demands that you should uproot
epideruics, plagne and diseases, you should build up = befter menhoed and
on_the other hand when this question of abigna comes forward you come -
forward and say that thess peaple who do not depend upon eanal irrigated
areas should be deprived of the benefits of hospitels and dispensaries and of
those beneficent departments which every civilized Government ought to
undertake for the benefit of the people at large. Then another gentlemen
stated ** we do not want education if you do not reduce the abiana.” This -
is anothor suggestion made by a member of the House. A few days ago this--

L
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‘Houze nnanimpusly adopted a resolution on what is called compulsory edu-
cation and & compulsory education committee was appointed in crder
that there should be compulsory edueation throughout the length and
breadth of the province. (Imterruption). I will ecomse presently to
the University, but lot me deal with this question. When you ask
for compulsory primary edueation throughout the length and brealth
of the province, how can you coms forward and say, ecurtail your expenditure
on education so that this abiane should be redueced. I ask which is that
departmernit. or & park of the department which theé honourable members
wish {0 seo. abolished. Whenever tho question of police comes hers, votes
are given for the police, when the question of Executive Government comes
forward votes are given. You cannot oarry ¢n Government like this.
Are you serious in saying thet any of these departments should be ablolished
80 that a few zamindars of the nehri dliga  should be helped ?
Then another suggestion iz brought forward and what is that suggestion.
That those officers who, draw high salaties their pay should be eurfailed.
One henourable member went so far as to say why should the Ministers draw.
Ra. 5,000 o month, why should the various ofticers dfaw so many thousands
& month ?. They should be content with less. But that very honourable
member came forward some time ago and asked for inerease in the pay of
Tahsildars, . I have soen resolations tabled in this Houss saying that Gov-
_ernment. servants are not paid sufficiently and that something more should
be given to them. I would ke o0 know whether these members are serious.
They put forward proposals for the incregse in the pay of officers when it
suits them. I have seen many times many enthusiastic and heated speeches
delivered in this. House saying that the European officers draw very high
salaries and asking why Indians sheuld not be paid at the same rate. They
forget that these Eurcpesns have to come from seven thousand miles and
require some allowance. We should be content with less. But then the
question of equality is raised and every ssction of the House gots elequent
and says that there must be equal salaries. They agk, why should these men
coming from Burope draw three thousands and why Indians of the same
qualifications and status draw less pay ? I ask if you come forward with one
proposal al one time and with another at another time, surely you cannot
say that you are. dealing with this very important problem in & serious man-
ner. linvite the attention of my honoursble friends to this serious
. p;t_»blem_ which most be dealt with in & serious manner. It is no use
bringing remedies and suggestions which are on their very face unreason-
able and cannot be . entertained for a single moment. S6ill if there
ig going to be a .committes #9 suggesied by my honourable friend,
Rana Piroz-ud-Din Khan, I would be ome of them to support that
commitéve. But when the suggestions of that committee come up
for reduction of expenditure, I challonge that those wonld be the benches
who would support that there should be no raduetion and the past history
of this Punjab Legislative Couneil shows this to be true. Then I submit that
if you are so magnanimous, then sometime you musi pay the price of mag-
hanimity and you must noft ask other people to pay that price. What wonld
be the fate of this resolution. The fate would be that the Government would
be compelled to find this additionsl one erore and 15 thousands. But how
is that to bo got ? Is that going to fall on the barant or thie chahi lands ?
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Unfortunately I come from a distriet which hieg 2ot no canals, where the land
is destroyed by ches, where two rivers destroy the fertility of the soil, where
water 18 going down snd down and the zemindars find it diffeids to carry
on oultivation and to make their twd ends meet. Do you call upon tha,t_
zamindar to pay this additional burdeb of & orore and 15 thousands? (Voices:’
No). Do you ask the Kangra people who Live'close to my district where there
Aare no eanals, do you ask the poor people of Kangra to pay this additional
burden ? ' (Poices : No. We ask the rich people of Lahors to pay this).
My bonourable friend Chaadbri Chhota Ram the very other day opposed &
Tosolution of my honourable friend Chaudhri Ram Siugh’ because it relatad
1o the Kangra district mainly besauis 16 proveeded from Chandhri Ram Singh
{A coice ; Yen). If this is so, then how can yon expeoct the people of Kangra,
Hoshmmur Rohtak and Hissar b0 stand by this resolution and vote for this
additionsl one erore and 15 thousands o be taken oub of their pockets ?
Now, Sif, my honourable friend, Chaudhri Chhotu Ram, asked what ahout
commereial classes ? If Chandhri Sahib had beerr rea»dmg the hisiroy of the
Pun;ab durmg the last fow months with bis eyes open he would have found
that thore is & great depression of trade, that these people are the hardest
hit. T know personally of people who on ascount of the various movemants
that are going on in this provinee have gone bankrupt. They have not got
anything to live upon. Then, how are these eommereial classes going to
pay this one crore and 15 thousands? Then there are the professional
olassds, and I ask how much ean you get out of the professional classes ?
I know of psople, when trade has gone down, when agrioulture has gone
dowi, who eapnot be expected to get enough for themselves. Youm cannot
expoct the lawyer to flourish, you csnnot expest a dostor &o flourish. I
know of eages where lawyers are not raaking even their living, whereas these
people from nekri ilagas can at least make their living. Then, ate you going
to extract this erore and 15 thousands from these professionsl classes ?  Are
Fou going to ask these professional elasses to make up for this large deficit ?
If not, whom slse are you going to ask to make up this defieit? One
honourablo member got up the other day snd ssid that the rich zamindars
are not ¢lamouring for the reduction of abiana in their own interests but n
the interests of the poor nekri people. But I remind you of the history of
the abiona, When abiana rate was te be raised wo sitting on these benches
made a proposal, namely, that those zamindars who do not get 50 per cent. of
their lends irrigated by canals their abiana should not be increased, that
8 to say if there is 8 cenal commandable area of 100 ecres, the owner
‘who does not generally find water enough $o irrigate 45 or 47 acres should
bo exempted from the inereass. The Government was ready to accept that
suggestion. Sir John Maynard was ready to'aecept that suggestion ; but these
big zamindars, knowing that they would not benefit by this proposal
withdrew their resolution. That was in 1924-25,

Mr. President : The honourable member has taken more than 20
minutes. May I request him o wind up his speech ?

Pandit Nanak Chand : I am just going to wind up, Sir. I submit
#hat if there has been a proposal to give some sort of temporary relief to




RESOLUTION EE RBDUCTION OF ABIANA, 112

‘these people who are bard hit, I would have given my. vofe for it. The
caiel water does not belong to one single eommunity. It belongs to the
whole of the Punjab and the whole of the Punjab should get the benefit.
I therefore oppose this resolution on the ground that the greatest burden
will be placed on the zamindars who live in places like Hoshiarpur and
Kangra.

‘Mian Mushtag Abmad [Mubsmmaden, Landholders], (Urdu): &ir,
the honourable mover, by bringing forward this resolution, has not only
made the Council aware of the conditions obtaining in the rural aress and
ventilated the genuine grievances of the zamindars, but has also done vealu~
able service to the Government. He has afforded an opportunity to the
authoritios to grapple the sitnation in time. It is too well-known to reguire
mention thet we the zamindars of the provinee have never requested the
Government to render us any help exeept under very critical cireumstances.
On the other hand, we have always lent our sapport without any hope for
rewards whenever the call has come from the Government or whenever the
best interests of the country have demanded that we should be up and doing.
It s, therefqre, in the fitnesy of things that the Government should not:
grudge giving us help which we badly require at this juncture. The honounr-
able mover of the resolution, by quoting facts and figures, has made it
abundantly clear that under the present conditions, when the prices of
agriculture produce have abnormally fallen and when the Government duass-
remsin the same as before, the zamindars are nnable to eke out their living-
from the income of the lands and I need hardiy cover the same ground over
mgam In the face of these hard facts which are wndeniable, it did vot lie
in the mouth of the honourable Pandit Nansk Chand to say that this
resolution should not be acted upon. I wag surprised to heer him opposing:
this resolution with such vehemenece. He ought to know that by this
attitude of his he has very much disappointed the zamindars (4 voice: It
is not the first time that he has adopted this attitude). Bat I bave known it.
for the first time that he could disregard the feelings of the zamindars in.
such a manner. He contended that because the resolution meant to give-
relief to the zamindars elone, he could not lend his support to it. He was.
further pleased to say that if it had been proposed to afford relief to other
sections of the population of the provinee, who are in his opinion, equally
fesling the acube economic distress aé this time, he would have parsuaded
himself {0 vote for such a propesal. DBut that shows that he does not possess.
in abundance that spirit of toleration which alone ¢an win sapport from the:
opponents for the cause of those for whose welfare he seems to be so anxions..
The honourable member did not stop at that, He went further and renswed'
the efforts made by others to create a gulf between the big landlords and the:
smallholders. To that a befitting reply was given yesterday by my honour-
able friend Sayad Muhammad. Husain who said that the big landlords were-
prepared to agree to any reasonable measure which may be adopted for the-
protection of the interesis of the small-holders. I, as a representative of:
the big landlords, give the same assurance and am prepared to vonchsafe-
that the big landlords will never grudge any help fo their brethren in pro--
fession as they have never done before. In this connection I may remind'
the honourable member for Hoshiarpur (Pandit’ Nanak Chand) that the
relief that is sought by this resolution will not go to benefit the big Iandlords:
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alone. A much larger ghare and I should say a lion's share of this relief will
£0 to the small land-holders as was pointed out by my friend Sayad Myhem-
‘med Husain yesterday. To quote the exaet fignres 75 per cent. of the pro-
posed rednetion in abiess will go to benefit the smal-holders. I may also
tell the honourable member, if he does not already know that the tena.nts
will also gain by this proposed reduction because they have also to pay a
part of the abiana to the Government. I really wonder at the attitude of
the honourable member and others of his way of thinking who, sometimes,
o so far ag to advise the small-holders to stop paying abians and other
Government dues, but who are now opposed to the resolntion whish is eal-
<calated to benefit, thet very class of people to a great extent.

While opposing this resolution one honourable member remarked that
during the Great War when the prices of the produce of lands had gons
very high, no enbancement was made in the abiana and now when the prices
have fallen, it is not reasonable to demand reduction in the water rates and
the loss must be made up from the wealth thai was amassed in those days.
The honourable member should know that if any savings were made by
the zamindars in those good old days, thoy have since been spent in the
service of the Government and the eountry in an indirect manner. We
‘have been always generous to meet the demands of the Government and it
now behoves it to be generous in turn in our dire necessity.  'We have been
and we are paying much more than any other section of the population to
fill the coffers of the, Government as a look af the huge difference on the
amount that acerues from land revenue and that from income-tax will
show and if some of this burden is redused or even shifted to the shoulders
of other people, where lies the harm ? The resolution has been opposed on
another ground as_well. It has been stated to us that if the proposed
reduction i made the beneficent depa.rtment}s will starve. 1 ask,
for ‘whose benefit these departments are being run ? Surely they are
‘being ran for our good. But how will these departments serve ns
il we are going to starve for the sake of maintaining these departments ?
We want food before anything else and we will not mind if even the Agri-
-cuttural Department, which exists mainly for the good of the zamindars, is
.abolished altogsther to afford the zamindars that relief that is most needed
sab this time.
It wae hinted from gome quarfors in this House that this resolution and
‘the speeches supporting it were being made to secnre votes in the coming
.elections o the Commeil. That may appear plaasible, but that is not the end in
our view. Thesituation is really critieal and I fear that the tirme is approach-
ing fast when the zamindars might refuse to take supply of water for the irri-
gation of their lande unless of course the conditions materially change.
T wonder why the priee of water has not been raduced when the prices of the
produce of lands have abnormally fallen. It has been argued that the cost
.0f the maintenanes of canals comes to three rupees and six annas per acre
of lands that are being irrigated by the water from canals and that if abiana
is reduced as proposed, the income will not exceed fhree rupees per acre
of land. Admitting that it is true, it is not beyond the power of our
Government, with so meny sources of income af its disposal, to make up
the loss particularly when the zamindars are quite unable to bear the burden,
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at this ttme. When the zamindars can make sacrifices 2nd can offer money
as well as men in 4ny emergeney, it will net be much to expect from the
officers of the Government to agree to the reduction of their selaries. The
zamindars of the provinee have given ample proofs of their fidelity to the
Crown on many oceasions and we now expect the Government to give proof
of its sympathy to the zamindazs in their hour of difficalty and helplessness.
If the Government is really anxions bto shew that it feels our difficullies,
it should not lose this golden opportunily and should aecept the resolution
without demur. The zamindars are the back bone of fhe province i not of
the whole eountry and Government will not be well advised fo treat them
indifferently. With these words I stzongly support the resolution.

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan
(Revenue Member): Bir, after the lucid and telling speech made by the-
Honourable the Pinancial Commissioner for Development yesterday,
there is not very much left for me to say on the subject and I would there-
fore confine my remarks te just a few general observations and in doing so,
1 will try to meet some of the eriticiams made by the honourable members -
during the ceurse of the debate. B8ir, there is just one thing whish I will
mention at the very outset and it is this. Some of the honourable members
on those benches in their speeches started by levelling a charpe
sgainst Government of being unsympathetic to the interests of the zamin-
dara. Bir, if that was done for the sake of rhetoric alone, even then I mugt’
say that it was a very anjust and unfair eritieism in view of the achievements.
of this legislature during the past 9 years. The debates of this House,
if perused, will make it abundantly clear that if anything, Government
has, on the whole, been sympathetic fo the zamindars and their logitinate
demands brought before the house in the shape of logislation, or in the
shape of resolations or otherwise ; these have always beensympatbetinaﬂy
dealt with and most of them have besn aceapted. I romember the hononr-
able member sitting on my righ$ once made a remark that this House was
meant for the benefit of zaminders and that the present reformed Governs:
ment wag also being carried on for their benefit. (Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang +-
Is that wrong? Do you endorse my remark?). Well, Sir, I nesd mot
comment on that poin$, bat I would like to mention that when the Simon:
Commission was here one section of the people in this provinee opposed

- sny further advance on the ground that if a zamindar oligarchy comes into
power the fate of the other classes is sealed. {Pandit Nanak Chand: May
1 ask the honourable member to whom he is referring? I never said any-
thing of the kind). I am not referring to you. The Honourable Financial
Coramissioner yesterday fouched on this sabjeet, but I want to impress
further upon the honourable members sitting on those benches that the
<onstitution has not been drawn up yet and that there are still many stages
before that constitution will become an Act. There is the Round Table
Conference and there is the Joint Parliamentary Commitiee, and eventually
the Act will have to be passed by the British Parliament. I warn the honour-
able members in these benches not to support the contention made before
the S8imon Commission to which I have only just referred, and I hope that
the honourable members will show the same sense of responsibility in the
ease of this resolution as they have shown during the course of last ning
FeRrs.
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. Then, 8ir, the member from Mian Channu and: the honourable momber
opposite’ (Sayad Muhammad Hussin) made a criticism against the Depart~
ment thet the maintenance cost was very high. If you look at the Budget
figares for maintenanee and repairs for the last two years, you will find thet
they are much lower than the figures for the preceding years, and I can
assure the House that the Chief Engineers and other officers concerned are
constantly -on the watch and are always endeavouring to reduce expenses
whenever it is possible to do so, and above all the vigilant Finanee Depart-

" ment takes very good care that expenses are not allowed. for purposes other

than those which are absolutely necessary. At the same time I can give
them this assurance that Government will continue fo scrutinise the mamn-
tenance and repair and other expenses on' canals in future and that if there-
is any possibility of farther reductions, no opportunity will be lost to make-
suoh reductions.

" I wish to dwell for & moment on that part of this resolution which
seeks. to relieve distress smongst rural ereas. So far as the resolution itself
is concerned;, it runs : * That in view of the abnormal fall in prices of staple
crops and the prevailing economie distress in rural sreds the rates of abiana
be forthwith reduced.” It eannot be denied that the wording of the resolu~
tion is contmdmtory. The honourable member wants to give relief (o the
people in rural areas, but he wishes to confine that relief to that class of rural
people who are comparatively better off. This point has been laboured
by several members and I need not dwell on it any further.-

The honourable mover mentioned at the outsst of his speeeh that &
resolttion for reduction of abizne was bronght in the year 1924 and that the
zamindar party had been bringing it to the notice of Government time-
and again and theyefore it is necessary that Government should accept it.
But, does not that show that the present resolntion is not in reality meant
to give relief to the poor pepople ? - It shows that it is rather meant to give
relief to the richer people, becauss if & similar resolution was brought in 1924—
when the prices of staple crops were much higher, it shows that the trend
of the rural members here is not so much as to give relief to the smaller
zamindar as to the bigger land-owner. So far as the enhancement is eon.
cerned, I think some of the honourable members who were here in 1924
will remember the very lively debate we had on that subject in this very -
Chamber. ~I might refresh the memory of ‘the honourablo members by

‘saying that when the increased water-rates were enforced it was considered

that an additional income of 80 lakhs would accrue. But various repre-
geniations were received and after the matter was digscussed in this Couneil,
Government agresd to revise those rates and as a result of this revision
the amount was reduced from 80 lakhs to 55 lakhs. Later on Government:
further reduced the rate on fodder crops from Rs. 8 to Bas. 2 per acre on all
perennial canals as well as on those inundaiion canals where the rate was
higher than Rs. 2. By this reduction Government farther remitted Rs. 16
lakhs per annum, Then subsequently a further reduction was made whereby
Government remitted another 73 lakhs per annum. In addition to this
more fodder crops were added to the List of fodder crops which gave a further:
reduction of approximately 2 to 8 lakhs. Or in all out of the 80 lakhs
originally intended to be levied the rates now being paid bring in only 29
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-to 30 lakhs over and above the 1928 abiana figures. So, the honourable
maember cannot say that Government wanted to take out extra cash amassed
by the zamindars during the war when prices were bigh. The honourable
the Financial Commissioner yeaterday made it quite c¢lear by quoting
figares that if the honourable member’'s resolution was accepted it would
mean an actual loss. I may point out that this loss would be somewhere
between 20 to 26 lakhs per annum. In the circumstances, can anybody
in this House expect that G ,vernment can countenance s proposal which
would eonvert their canals from a profitable business into a losing con-
cern ?

As you are aware, Bir, the water rates on practically all the canals are
more or less uniform and this uniformity is necessary in order not to burcen
the zamindars on those canals where the ecapital expenditure has teen
greater than in the case of older capals, and consequently interest charges
are higher and the profits smaller. It is for this reason that the book profits.
on some of our older canals where the capi al spent wes comparatively -
much less owing to cost of labour and material being cheap, sre smaller
than on other canals. I might point ont that the Sutlej Valley Project is.
being run at a loss at the present moment and if we reduce the rates on the
Lower Chenab Canal or one or two other canals which give us a profitable:
return it would mean, & proportionel increase in the rates on those canals
which are at present not paying their way.

The & is one other important aspect of the question to which I wish to
rofer and that is to call the sttention of the House to the Bhakrs Dam and
the Haveli Projects. As you are aware, all irrigation schemes have to
be prepared and submitted to the Government of Indiz and through them
to the Beeretary of State for his sanction before any work can be started.
One of the main essentiale n any such scheme is that it should be produc-
tive. - If 'we reduce the rate by 25 per cont., ag desired by the honourable
members our present eanals as already explained would be running at a
loss. Iam afraid that this resolution if earried out would very seriously pre-
Jjudice the fruition of those two projecis because unless we can assure the
Becretary of State thet it is going to be a productive project it would be
diffieult to get the sanction of the Secretary of SBtate. Aa the honourable
members are aware, those two schemes are at present under consideration,
and we expect that some time at the end of this year ons of these projects
at least would be completed, 8o far as the plans and the technical side are
eoncerned, and would be ready to be submitted to the Secretary of State.
But if this House were to press this resolution and force it through this -
House, I am afraid the chances of that scheme coming to iruition would
be extremely remote.

‘Reference has been made to the politieal aspeet of the question also.
1 wish to point out and I hope that the honourable
members also realise that to a very large extent
the present difficulties not only of zamindars, but of traders also are due
to the illegal and undesirable aetivities .of agitators who, for selfish and
short-gighted reasons, do not keep the interests of the provinee before them.
Tt is a matter for considerable gratification that zamindars on the whole
bave kept aloof from this subversive propaganda. But, at the same time,
n

1 p.3I.
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it is up to the representatives of zamindars in this house to impress mpon’
them that their economic difficuliies are st least in part to due to the present
state of affairs in this country. (4dn Honourable Member: Does the Gov-
ernment also realise that ?) Government certainly does. (Interriplion).
Honoursble members will have an opportunify of meeting their constituents
during £he coming election and they will have ample opportunities of im-
pressing upon the zamindars this aspeet of the question. Some of the
speakers have taken it for gianted—and I must say unreasonably——that
the attitude of Government is unsympathetic towarde theé zamindars in
their present diffieulties. I bave, at the beginning of my speech, tried to
point out that Government has always been sympathetic in the past and
I can assure the House that the Government will adhere to that policy in
future also, It has been said that Government if it wanted to give relief,
conld do 8o by varions means, but no practicable device has been suggested
so far. One concrete suggestion-was made by the honourable member for
Montgomery, if I remember aright, and it was to the effect that the Agri-
<ultural Department should be abolished. T mmust say that it was, to
#ay the least, most unfair for him to single out the Agricnltural Department,
for attack, because of all the beneficent departments that department
has been most beneficent to the honourable member for Montgomery.
{Interruption). If the honourable member will allow me to finish the
sentence and listen to me patiently it will seve him the ineonvenience of
getting np from that bench so often, I was going to point out that
his dairy farm would not have been such & success, had he not received
the whole-hearted support and vaiuable advice from the Agricultural De-
partment. (Inferruption). What about his buffalo breeding ? (Laughier
and interrupiion). - . '

Again, the honourable member from Mian Channu (Sardar Sahib Sardar
TUjjal Singh) yesterday spoke about the hard plight of zamindars holding
4nferior land. He is one of those who got & grant of inferior land, and I
am glad to say thai he has improved it to snch an extent that it is now a
vory paying concern. But I want to make him an offer, Sir. If he thinks
that he is so hard hit, as he tried to depict yesterday, is he prepared to sceept
an offer to sell back that land at the price at which he bought it ? (Heer,
‘hear). It so, I will be prepared to accept it on behalf of Government now:

and here. . ,
1 think it is not necessary for me to detain the House much longer,
‘Tt has been alleged that Government is not concerned about the plight of
-the zamindars due to the present slump in prices. I ean assure them that
‘the anxiety of Government i3 no less than that of the zamindars. We are
as much concerned as the zamindars themselves by the trend of present
- downward prices in this province and elsewhere. I canassure them thaf
Government is watching the situation closely and snxiously, and if and
~whon reliof is indieated, the zamindars will not find the Government
~wanting in giving relief to those who deserve it. (Cheers). '

Sardar Sahib Sardar Uijal Singh (Sikh, Urban): Bir, the Honour-
-gble Revenue Member has referred to the grant of land to me, Iam cer-~,
1ginly gratofnl to Government for allowing an experiment to be made o




RESOLUTION RE REDUCTION OF ABIANA. 125-
+the Improvement of Bara land. That was en entirely business proposi-
4ion, That land was not worth eultivating at all. I have invested no less
than Rs, 8,50,000 on the improvement of that area; and for that con-
ideration alone I am prepared to hand over that area fo Government if
-fhe Government is prepared to pay back the money I have invested. The
pogition of the inferior Jand now is that it is not able to meet the revenue and
canal demands at all.

" Mr. President : The questmn ig—
“This Council recommends to the Government that in view of the abnormal} fall in

prices of staple erops and the provailing economio distress in rurzl areas the
rates of abizng be furthwnth reduced by 25 per cont,’

The Council divided : Ayes 81 ; Noes 36,

Aves 81,
«Chaudbri Kesar Singh, Khan Bshadur Mian Muhammad
- Hyat; Qureshi.
‘Mian Ahmied Yar Khan, Danitana,
. Ghaudhri Um&r Hyat,
sChaudhri Baldeo Singh.
Makhdumzada, Bayad Muhammad
“Pandit Mehar Chand. Raza Sheh, Gilani:
*Khan Bahadur Khan Muhammad | Pir Akbar AL..
Saifullab Khan, _
, ; Shaikh Faiz Muhammad,
Sayed Mabarik Ali Shah. 7 ' i
— o “Khen Muhammad Abdulle Khan.
Rao Badadur Chaadhri Chholu Ram.
' Rana Firoz-ud-Din Khan,
. Mian Nurallah. :
e ' . Shaikh Abdal Ghani. .
Khan Sahib Risaldar Bahadur Nur - ot
" Kban, Sardar Jawahar Singh Dhillon,
. ~Chaudhri Yasin Khan, Sardar Buta Singh.
."Khan Bahadur Malik Muhammad | Sardar Partap Singh.
Amin Khan, _
‘ ' Rardar Harbakhsh Singh.
. #Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan, _
- Khan Bahadur Sardar Habibulleh,
.~ Maulvi Sir Rahim Bakhsh, ' -
\ _ Sardar Sahib Berdar  Ujjal
.- Bayad Muhammad Busain. Singh. S
Khan Sahib Rai Shahadat Khan, | Sardar Bishen Singh.
. Mian Mushtaq Abmed,
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Nors 36.-

Colonel C: A, Gill.

Mr. H, Calvert.

Khan Bahadur
Khan.

Mr, W. R. Wilson.

Mr. (. A, H. Townsend,

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan,
Noon.

Mr. B. Sandarson.-

Mr. W. 8. Dorman.

Mr, M. A, Ghani.

Mr, H. P. Ashton.

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal.

The Honoursble Sardar Sir Jogendra
;Bingh,

Mzr, Alan Mltchell

Mr J. D. Pennz.

Dr. (Mrs.) M. C. Shave.

'I’ha Honounrable Sir Henry Craik,

The Honourable Captain Sardar
Sikandar Hyat Kban,

Nawab Muzafiar

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie.

Mr. D. 4. Bovd.

Mr, 8. L. Sale.

Dr. Gokul Chend, Narang.

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lai.

Chaudhri Ram Singk.

Lala Mukand Lal, Pari.

Mr. Owen Roberts.

Pandit Nanak Chand.

Lala Kesho Ram, Sekhri.

Rai Bahadur Lale Gange Ram,

Lala Jyoti Parshad.

Rai Bahadur Lala Rattan Chand.

Lala Chetan Anand.

Rai Bahadur Lala Dbangpat Rai.

Sardar Pabadur Captain Dalpaf

Singh.

Sardar Sahﬂ} Bardar Fateh Singh.

Sardar Bahadur Sardar $heo Naraim
8ingh.

Mr. E. Maya Das.

The Couneil then adjorened for lunch till 2-15 ».u.

e

The Colmeil re-assembled at 215 p.u. Deputy President in the (hair.

RESOLUTION RE ANENDMENT oF TEB Punsap AuiENaTION o
Lanp Acr.

Sayad Mubammad Husain (Monfgomry, Muhammadan, Ruralp
(Crdu) :  8ir, I beg-to move—

. 4This Conneil recommends to the Government to take enrly ate
the Punjab Alienation of Land Aot aeto debar all oourts and
-ever description from directing any alienation of land belonging to & member of
an agricaltural tribe seve a lease ina inrm permitted by the Act, the pericd of
which may extend to twenty yeara.’

to ao a.mandl

Sir, the félicity and opulence which we to-day witness amongst the
gamindar classes are all due to this beneficial measure. So long as this
Aot remains intect the wemindars will continue to prosper.  S8ir, if the
gamindars are nob reduced to serfdom it i3 on sceount of this protoctive
mensare which was brought into existence in 1901 by Lord Curzon. It
je this Act that is keeping and has also kept in the past the zamindar’s spirits-
high. They have always regarded. this Act as. their ‘Magna Charta, bub
thero is one class that is the class of these few non-agnculbunsts who have
always since the day it hes come into force felt it hke a spike in their side,

and have done gll in their power to gef it Tepealed or at least fo
ereate such loopholes in it 80 as to render it ineffective and worthless. = AIL
agncultunat.s, whether Hindas, Sikhs or Muslims, regard it their backbong
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and their mainstay and they will not sit idle and see it repealed. It is
dheir right end they will fight for it up to the last moment. They will shed
.every drop of blood in their bedies in its defence. This Act has benefited
95 per eent. of the Punjab population and if at all anybody has suffered
a6 is only the remaining 5 per cent. and they are the non-agriculturisis,

Pir Akbar Ali: There you are wrong. This measure was enacted
-not as a favour to the zamindars but it was their right and in all fairness
dt was given them. It is not even against the interest of the remaeining
b per cent., for it in no way infringes their rights. It only refuses to giva
them what is not legitimately thetrs.

Sayad Muhammad Husain : I quite agree with the honourable mem-
ber. It really did not interfere with anybody’s rights. Coming to the
point at izssue I would like to submit that the zamindars have always shown
anuch patience whenever the non-agriculturists have made eneroachments
.on their sacred right to possess and own lands, which was granted to them
by this Act. The Governmont ineluded amongst the zamindar classes
.even those people who were not agriculturists and the zamindars at the
ime as loyal subjeets did not object to it. The non-agriculturists becama
members of the municipal commitiees and made encroachments on the
fands sitwated near the towng. At this, again, the zamindars remsined
silent and did not do anything againgt their unjustified encroachments,
Then again the Agricultural Department found out a new method of acquir-
ing their lands and it was in this way that it proposed that land may be
given for industrial purposes and in accordanse with this. proposal lands
wera taken from the zamindars and still they kept quiet and did nob raise
& finger against the injustice done to them. This misfortune: whicle trisd
4o overtake them in so many different forms was not so harmful fo- their
cause as compared with the new evil which has sprung up on aceount of the
overwhelming representation of the non-agriculturists in the judiciary,
As in the High Court the number of the agriculturists is deplorably small,
the judges who are often non-agriculturists slway: put such construction
on the provisions of this act which aim ot defeating its purpose. Their
interpretations always leave this Act & weak and ineffective measure. It
is on aecount of this that since the last five or six years Chaundhri
Chhotu Ram has directed his sincere efforiz towards getting the zamindar
gloment infroduced in the judiciary. Had his efforts mel with suceess,
then to-day there would have been no necessity of moving such a resolu-
4ion as this in the Council. Non-agrieulturists have monopolised the High

Court,

Rei Bahadur Lala Sewak Ram: Sir, worth counts, not birth,
The Judges of the High Court are appointed on consideration of merits.:

Sayad Muhammad Husain: If it depends on worth then I challenge,
avho is our better as regards merit and eapabilities. Do you think there
.is a dearth of capable men amongst Hindu, Muslim and Sikh zamindars ?
{Interruption) Sir, it is a question of life and death for us and they are taking

3t so hghtly.
wd 14Tl S (S
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Sometime back an honourable judge of the High Court gave a ruling to’
the effect that a bankrupt agriculturist’s land esn be sold to another agris
oulturigt, On this the zamindars raised 2 great hue and ery in the council®
chamber, in the eountry and indeed every where, with the effect that a
‘test case was brought before a full bench of the High Couxt for decision.-
.Thank God the decision was in favour of the zamindars,

“waddS e g W og wige,”

Again, Sir, there are not only one, two or three such cases but there
are many. In another ease o lower court decided that the land of an agri--
- pulturist can be temporarily alienated for a period of 56 years. The Deputy
Commisgioner when it was brought to his notice referred it to the higher’
authoritios and here again & test case was brought forward for decision
betore & single bench of the High Court but in this case the desision of the-
fower cowrt was upheld. This ruling of the High Court to which I have
referred was given on the 25th of April 1920. Sir, times out of number the
judiciary have tried by such methods to make the law a dead letter, and the
zaminders have never compleined against their highhandedness or against
the injustice of their attempts. Bni now thess wnwelcome designs on the
part of the non-agriculturists against this meagnre have becoms intoler-
able and bave produced & general unrest amongst the agriculturists. It
8 opportune for the Government to so amend the law as o secure it against
pll such future attempts or designs that may he resorted to to get this Act:
repealed. The zamindars will not sapport the Government sp long as-
‘they do not act up to their expectations. 1 Government showed super-
-ciliousness or even indifference on their part they are sure to alienate the
‘sympathies of the agriculturigts. The Honoureble Revenue Member's-
predecessor while explaining the policy of the Govermnment said that it, would
not either exiend or restriet the rcope of this Ack. Sir, if any importanee’
.can be attached to the words of.-a very capable Revenve Member then,
let Government stick to them and amend this Act, even if the interpreta~-
tions that are occesionally put upon its different clanses are right. This
would secure the law against all future inroads. With these words I com-
mend my resolution for the favourable consideration of the Touse.

Deputy President: The resolution moved is—

¢ Thiy Council recommends to the Government to take early ateps to s0 amend the
Punja Alienation of Land Act as to debar all eourts and officers of whatever”
jon from directing any aliemtaun of land belonging to & member of ant
tural trihe cave a lease in a form permitted by the Act, the period of-
wluch may extend to twenty years.”

Chandhri Baldev Smgh { North-Waest Rohta,k(Non -Mubammadan), Ru--
zal] : Sir, I rise to support this resolution, There is o mlsunderstandmg
about our party in this House that even zamindar members in it do not or”
cannot support the resolutions which are meant for the benefit of zamindars.
I wish to deelare that in our p&rw though some members are opposed to the
resolution, as their parbicular interests reguive, the zamindar members,
will surely support it as it is in the interests of the namindars with whony
they are linked up. We, the zamindar members in this perty, therefore:
are at perfect liberty to vote for this resolution, and I would advise the
honourable mover not to withdraw the resolution. This will serve as a test:




RESOLUTION RE AMENDMENT OF THE PUNJAB ALIENATION OF LAND AGT. 129

for all the parties and for the prineiples for which they stend. Y say with
all the force at my command that we are at perfect liberly to vote in any
way wa like on this resolution and on similar other resolutions brought:
before the House which have reference to the interests of the zamindars.-
Our party is as much & zamindar party as any other party in the House-
because we are perfectly as much at liberty as individnal members to vote
as we like on such questions. 1 may also point out that it is generally
¢laimed by & certain portmn of the House that thay have been guarding
and protecting this piece of legislation. That is entirely wrong. This
pieco of legislation was passed in 1801 when there was no council, and if any
one deserves the crodit for it it is the Government. Again, it i3 on account.
'of Government support that this legislation stands and cannct be medified..

"This Aot iz wholly dependent upon the support of the Govornment even now.
If only the Governmont take it into their head to oppose this resolution.
1 am eortain that this resolution will be defeated. If all of us, the-
zaminder membors of all partics of this House, unite aad lend our support:
to it, the resolution cannot be carriedif the Government sides with tho non--
gamindars. The fact is that o resolntion can be carried against Govern—
mant, and ovon if one is carried, it cannot be asted upon. 'Therefure, the-
-whols initiative end the fate of thiz resolution depends entirely upon the.
sttitudo of tho Goverament. The thanks of all the zamindars are due to-
the Government for this piece of legislation, and it is their desire that the
Govorament should continue to protect them as they heve hecu doing.

I wish at this stago to state that the Land Alienation Aet is defective
in one respoct. While it restricts the sale of land as far as non-zamindars
Aaro coneornoed, it does nob restrict tho sale of land o bigger zamindars, If
the biggor zamindars take away and possess all the land that belongs to the
gmeller landholders I do not see how the smaller zamindars should feel
thankful tc the Gevernment or thoe zamindar members hore for this Act.
{An honowrable member : But the bigger zamindars are only 25 per cont.)
If evon that small percentage of zamiadary swallow the remaining 75 per
eent. the latier have not the slightest reason to feel seecurs becans: of the
Act, thinking that they are saved from the non-zamindars ouly to be swal-

lowed by their own brethren. So-far as the smaller zamindar is exposed

to the risk of being swallowed it matters little whethor it is tho non-zamindar
that swallows him or it’is the big zamindar. The question is why the smaller
zamindor should be swallowed at all.  He should be protestod and I appeal
to the Government to make this slight medification in the Act with a view
to protect him from beth the non-zamindar and the zamindar. I am
“thankful for what has heen done by Govermment on our behalf. But I
urge that my suggestion will be taken into consideration by Government.
80 to amend the act that the land of a small zamindar cannot be sold to
any one at all.

(At this slage, Mr. President resumed the Chair.)
Lala Mukand Lal, Puri [Lahore City (Non- Muhammadan), Urban] :

Sir, the resolution which has been proposed recommends to the Couneil

to amend the Punjab Land Alienation Act in view of certain interpretations.

" that have recently been put upon some of its provisions, The first gnestion

which should legitimately be asked in a matter like this is this: Is it the

object of the mover to agk this leg'.ilslature to interpret the present law in
[ 3
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accordance with the wishes of the zamindars or is 1t the object of the mover
{0 extend the operation of the Aet? If the object of the mover is to ask
the legislature to interpret the Act in accordance with the wishes of the
zamindars, ¥ submit that it is a very improper request. The task of inter-
pretation of Statutes i3 quite rightly left in all civilised countries to the
courts and the courts of the Punjab I beg fto submit have consistently
‘interpreted the Punjab Land Alienation Act on this point for the last 30
‘years in the same manner except for a discordant expression of opinion
-on one or two occasions which has been correeted ag soon as the opportunity
for the same arogse. The Aet wag passed in 1901, Soon after it was passed,
in the year 1908 this very quesiion whieh has now been raised beiore this
Houss came up for consideration before a division bench of the Punjab
Chief Court consisting of Sir Donald Johnston and Sir Henry Rattigan
and they laid down that under the provisions of the Land Alienation Act,

the land of & member of an agncultural tribe eould not be sold but that 1t
could be attached which meant that it was available for being leased out.
That was in the year 1908. From that year Lo 1917 the courts consistently
followed that decision till in the latter year 8ir Patrick Fagan in a.revenue
- judgment reported i 1917 made an obifer dictum remark that the land of a
member of an agrieultural tribe could not even be leased. But, this opinion
was at once- dissented from by hizx senior colleague, Sir John Maynerd
who said that the judgment of the Punjab Chief Court of 1908 which-had
been consistently followed wag correct and that the land though exempt
from paie was subjoct to attachment and cculd be leased out by the courts
in eny manner they liked. In view of this difference of opinion which
existed between the two Finaneial Commissioners, the matter was agitated
again. before an Honourable Judge of the Chief Court, Mr. Justice Bevan
Petmen who after - considering the opinion of the Fmancla.l Commissioners
‘said that the opinion of the Punjab Chief Court was correct. The matter
was not allowed to rest there. It was teken by & Lotters Patent appeal
and the bench then thought it necessary to refer it to a Full Bench. - Aec-
«wcordingly in 1920 the Full Bench ro-affirmed what had been leid down in
1908, Therefore from 1908 to 1929 the same law. was followed when in &
judgment of the Honourable Mr. Justice Dalip Singh, the learned
judge made an obiter dictum that there wag nothing to prevent the Official
Receiver or an ingolveney eourt, on adjudication of the debtor ag insolvent,
to sell the land of & member of an agricultural tribe in favour of another
member of egricultaral tribe on the principle that the land vests in the

«court and what the owner himself could have done without coming to court,.

«could equally be done by the Official Receiver. That was & mers obiter
dictum, but of course the same-view was expressed in another judgment
by Mr. Justice Johnston, namely, that the land of & member of an agricul-
tural tribe could be sold to & member of an agricultnral tribe by en Official

Receiver in msolvency proceedings. (Chaudhri Zafrulls Khen: That-

‘Was not an obifer dictum). That was not gquite an obiter dictum. I per-
sonally was counsel in that case and I know that. Soon after that, & caso-

-eame np before another Judge of the High Court, the Honourable Mr. Justu'e :

Tek Chand, and it was naturally.urged before him that the point was debat-
:able, that the interpretation which had been put by -Johnstone J. and
a1t an obiter dickum by the Honourablgh Mr: Justwe Dhahp Bingh was opetr.
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-0 further consideration. And he in due course referred it to a higher
“bench. Inasmuch es it was the opinion of & single judge, it could only
“be corrected if the matter were considersed by a higher bench and he fhere.
-fore referred it to a division bench. The bench which heard the case was &
-very strong bench of the High Court consisting of Mr. Justice Broadway
.and Mr. Justice Tek Chand.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan: What do yon consider a weak benech ?

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: I am not prepared to answer such irre.
“levant and impertinent questions. That beneh did not agree with the
.obiter remarks in the unreported judgment of the Honourable Mr. Justice
Dalip Siogh or the views of Mr. Justice Johnston but held agreeing with
what had been laid down in 1908 that the land of & member of an agricultural
~tribe is not liable to be sold either in insolvency proceedings or execution
of a decree of the courf but is liable to be attached and is lable to all the
.consequences following attechment, Therefore I venture to submit that
-from 1901 to 1950 the courts have consistently struck to one interpretation,
but such is the temper of the zamindar members of this Council that when-
ever anything happens howsoever trifling which does not suit them, and
~whenever any opinion contrary to their wishes 13 expressed it is not tolerated.
People are not given any credit for honesty of judgment. Even the highest
- tribunals of this province are impeached for want of impartielity for laying
down what has always been held to be correct by men whose impartiality

-is above question, I refer to the speech of the honourable mover who ssid
- that the Punjab judiciary has always been actuated by the apirit of money-
“lenders. Well, Sir, talking of the High Court judiciary ons of the most
~distinguished _]udges of the Punjab Chief Court, the Honourable Mr. Justice
"Mian Shah Din was a member of an agricultural tribe and for a numbsr

. of years he bad an influence in the Chief Court which was second to none,
The Muhammadan judge who succeeded him was also a member of agri-

- cultural tribe. But he was appointed not because he was a member of an
-agricultural tribe but because by reason of his judieial acuemen, judicial
training and judieial ability he was fit for holding that position, I refer .

-to Honourable Mr., Justice Zafar Ali. T& say, therefore that the judiciary

-i8 in any way hostile to members of agricultural tribes is not the truth.

Shaikh Abdul Ghani: How many permanent Muhammadan agncul-
- tural judges arec there on the High Court ?

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: Well, Sir, it seems to be assamed that the
- interests of the agriculturists of this province are the same as the interests
- of the memboers of the agricultural tribes. I beg to submit that the defini-
-tion of an agriculturist in the Land Alienation Act is a definition which
-.i8 not to be found in any enactment of the civilized world.

Pandit Nanak Chand ; It is a fraud,
Lala Mukand Lal, Pari: It is not an economic definition but it
i a tribal definition, it is a definition created by our British rulers for pur.
poses which are known to them. Ii is besed not on any economic grounds,
- not on grounds connected with the proféssion of agriculture, nor on any
grounds which have any relation to agriculture at all. The definition of
. an agriculturist in the Land Alienation Aet is that any person i3 & member
«of the agricultural tribe if the tribe is notified by the Government in one
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of its notifications and therefore an agneultunst is in this province*deter--
mined not by the act of tilling the land nor by following the profession

of agriculture but by being born in & tribe o that our rulers have in this -

instance adopted the old policy of Manu of giving a easte by birth.-
Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : Are your not satisfied ?

Lala Mukand Lal, Pari: The rules lay down that a person s &
member for the Agricultural tribe if that tribe has been notified by the:
local Government and if he resides in that distriet. What ‘does thaet.

mean ? An Arain confectioner of Lahore who for generations has lived
in the town of Lahore whose ancestors ever since history began has not
lived in rural areas and whose progeny has no intention of living ountside
Lahore would be & member of an agricultural tribe according to the defini-
tion which is }aid down in the Land Alienation Aet, while on the other:

hand a Rajput or another member of a tribe which genemlly follows agri--

eulture but which does not happen to.be notified in the Lahore distriet and

-». which for generations has been cultivating land and whose interests are

entirely rural who has absolutely no intention of leaving the rural life 13
n>t an agriculturist only beceuse he has not been so notified.

My. Prasident ¢ May I point out that the honourshle member is:

not speaking to the motion before the House ? He is discassing the general
policy of the Land Alienation Act. This is not permissible. We have &
specific amendment before us and the question is whether. that amendment
should be adopted or not.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: I am gmng reasons why this further:
amendment of the Land Alienation Act is not NeCessary, the principal
reason being that persons who claim this privilege may in certain eases-
have no elaims to be agriculturists at all.

-Mr. Presideat: The honourable member is discussing the Land

Alienation Aet and thet is not befors the Houge.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: - No, I am talking about the arguments-

which have beeni advanced by the other honourable members.

Mr. Prasideat : The motion befrr: the House is whether a certain -

amendment to the Land Alienation Avt be made or not. That motion.
presupposes that the Land Alienation Act is there on the Statute Book
and that it is & living law. The question briefly is this, whether that partl-
cular amendment be made or not.

Lala Mukend Lal, Puri: I was pointing out that the interpretation

‘which has been put upon the Act by the eourts has boen congistent throogh--

out and has been in keeping with the pohuy of the 1eg1sle.tura which enacted -
this Agt. I thercfore submit thet if it is & question of inferpratation, if the -

honourable mover or those who support him think that a legislative en--
-actment has boen, by Hononrable Mr. Justice Bhide's judgment or by any -
other judgment, wrongly interpreted, it is for them to take proper procsed--

ings and if that judgment is incorrast there is no reason to suppose it would -
not be set aside. Personally 1 think that the judgment of the Honuurabl&
‘Mr, Justice Bhide is guite correct though there is no reference o it in the -
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division beneh judgment which dealt with the judgment which ereated
this agitation. That is one portion of my argument. The other portion
of my argument is that it is not & question of interpreting an Act but the
gamindar members want this amendment beeause they want to extend
the swope of the Aet. On that point I submit that the Honourable Sir
Fazl-i-Husain, who was the late Revenue Memher and who was himself
a zamindar and whom the mover has eulogized in no weak terms himself
steted that the policy of Government was not to extend the scope of the
Act, nor in any way to limit its scope.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : Not to permit to limit its scape.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: The honourable mover was very eloquent
in gaying that this is the magna charta of the zamindars. 1 say thet this
is the magna chirta of the big zamindars. As Mr. Dariing points out in
hig book *“Punjab Peasant in prosperity and debt,” the Punjab Land
Alienation Act while ati>mpting to safeguard the sheep from a threatened
attack of the wolf has handed it over to the butsher. Thus the Puajab
Land Alienation Act by restristing the market for the sale of land has prae-
tically led to a process, as my honourable friend Chaudhri Baldev Singh
has pointed out, of defeating the very objéet which the legislature had in.
view. The abjeet of .the legislature, the prinsipal objest of the legislature
in passing this enactment, was that the Punjab peasants, the petty holders-
should not be exterminated, while the offect of the last thirty years’ working
of the Act is that that objact has not besn achieved. Raja Sir Harnam Singh.
emphatieally prophesiad this probable result in his note of dissent and this
fact has been recogniz.d over and ever again in official reports. Only six.
years after the passing of this Aet, Sir Charles Rivaz pointed out that the
circamstances indicated that the small land-holder was being extinguished
gradually by the big landlords and the Government should take proper
steps in that diresiion. Agsin the siatislics which have been collected
+how that although the indebtedness of th agriculturists to the non-agri-
oulturists has decreasad, the mortgage debt in favour of the agriculturists-
bas emormously inc:eased. There is abiolutely no reasyn to extend the
stope of the Aet, when the very objest which the legislature had in view has.
not been achisved. I strongly support the suggestion of Mr. Baldev Singh, a
statautory agriculturist himself, that if the zamindar members want to extend -
the scope of the Act or want to support the Aci on the ground of possible
distress to the zamindars, their proper eourse is to lay down the limit of-
economic holding and fo Iny dowa that a person who owns fen acres or’
even twenty acres shall not be able to sell to agriculturists or non-agricul-
turists alike, and further thet there should be an econowmic definition of
agrioulturist instead of a tribel one. I ask, on what grounds of sound
reason, equity or justice do the big zamindars think that their lands should -
not be liable to be sold or:leased out for more than 20 years id payment of
the debt ? Is it a request to the country to absolve them of their debts ¥
Hore is a zamindar who owns twenty squares and owes five thousand,
why should it not be possible to take away his ten bighas of lond and pay
off his loans ? I have evéry sympathy with the zamindavs, and if is absclately
wrong to say that we non-zamindar members have no sympathy with the-
agriculturisis. I, for one, would be prepared to support a measure pro--
teoting zamindars in the nature of a Land Alienation Act, which in the
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Airst instanee defines an agriculturist in economie terms and does nof
Aefine him on the accidert of birth or on the sweet will of the éxevutive.
Let that definition for instanve apply to enybody who tills land and to
-those who live on land in rural areas. Let thers be an esonomie definition
and let there be an esonomic holding of ten sores. That will be a real
help to the agrienlturists. Bui here are the big zamindars of the Lyall-
pur ard other colony disiriets who own five to six square of land and
when by their improvidence they have run into debts of say Rs. 5,000
they rush into insolvency court with a view to avoid payment of their
Alebts which they eould liquidate by selling @ very small fraction of thexr
Jand.

Mr. President: Will the honourable member curtail his speech ?
I do not propose to allow any speaker more than filfeen minutes ag the
time at our digposal is limited and very many members desire to speak.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: Therefore, Sir, there is no resson why

. the profection which is sought for in the resolu.

3 par. tion shonld be given, beeause the clagses who

‘elamour for it are not the tlasses who deserve it on any equitable ground.

‘It should be remembered that when this legislation was passed, Sir Gordon

“Walker pointed out that this legislation was of & most exeeptional character,

"It was orizinelly intended to be a legislation of en All-Indie character and

it was applied to the Punjab as an experiment. The gréatest condemna-

-ion of the Aet is that no other province has thoyght fit to introduce such
-legislature during thirty years that it has been in foree in this provinee.

Mr. President : The honourable member i3 again diseussing the
poliey of the Land Alienation Aet. Ma.y I zequest him to speak to the
-motion before the Housa.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: May 1 submit, Sir, that the reasons for -
oxtendicg the seope of the Aut cannot be refuted unless the whole poliey
of the Aot is dlacussed The proposal now is to extend the seope of the
Act,

Mr. President: I vanture to dtﬂ‘er The honoiirable ‘ember
‘should speak to the motion.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: I wae pomtmg out that at the time when
this legiglation was proposed to be cnacted, Sir Macworth Young the Lien-
-tepant- Qovernor of Punjab, was opposed to it, but Lord Curzon pointed. cut
that it was a measure of an All-Indja character, and that an experiment
.should be tried firgb in the Punjab. Protective logislation exists in other
pmvmees also. There is the Decean Agriculturista’ Rehef Aet ; for instonce
‘but in all these cases the definition of an agriculturist is economie and not
tribal. - 8ir, there is absolutely no reason fo extend the scope of the Act
snd T beg therefore to oppose this resolution.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan [Bialkot. (\!uhammadan) Rura,l] Bir,
.ong aspéct of this guestion was discussed in this Honse in February 1928
on the motion of my honourable friend, R ana FIIOZ id-Din Khen asking
Afor the amendment of the Land Alienation Act in another respect.. On
4hat oecasion I attempted to give the history of the interpretation of the
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various provisions of this Act since 1902 or 1904, T do not wish to repealf
it on this ocension as the question then under consideration is not now’
directly under the consideration of this House. The question that 13 now
before the House may briefly be stated thug. Seetion 11 of the Prnjal
Alienntion of Land Act provides that 8 member of sn agricultural tribe

cannot give a lease of his land to any person who i3 not & member of one

of the agricultural tribes for a period exceeding 20 years and that if he does"
80, the period of the lease will be cut down to 20 years. That is a restrie-
tion placed by the Act on the ordinary powera of alienstion of a member”
of an agricultural tribe. The question that i8 at present engaging the
attention of the House is as to whether in execution of.a decree rassed
against a member of an egricultarel tribe it should be permissible for the
exceuting court to direct that a lease be granted of Jand belonging to the’
Judgment-dehtor for a period extending beyond the term of 20 years,

Diwan Bahadur Raja Nayendra Nath: To a msmber of an agri-
enltural tribe or non-agricultural tribe ?

Chaudhri Zafrulla Kham: To anybody. The question that
i3 now raised-in this House ig that to permit such an alienation, that is to”
fay a lease for a period longer than 20 years, would be contrary to the
policy and the scope of the Act. Honourable member on the other side
of the House have contended that this would be in accordance with the
policy and the scope of the Act. That is the real question hafore the Houses
For, onee 1t is determined as to whether guch an alienation is or is not’
within the policy and the scope of the Act, the eourse for this House to
adopt would become perfectly cloar, at any rafe, Government’s duty wounld'
then be perfectly clear inasmuch as on more occasions then one this House-
has been assured by the Government that whereas Government on the one-
hand was not prepared to extend the seope of the Act, on the other hand it
would not also permit its scope to be restricted by judicial prononneements.-
B0 that, Sir, the ques_t.ion narrows itself down fo this, as to whether such
an alienation is or is not contrary to the policy and the scope of the Act.
As I have submitted, a member of an agricultural tribe cannot of hig owny'
will grant a lease of his Jand beyond a period of 20 years to a member of a
_ non-agncultural tribe.

Diwan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath: But he can to a member”
of an agrienltural tribe.

Chaudhyi Zafrulla Khan: I am perfoetly certain that my honour
able iriend must have studied the Aet, hoth in hiz official eanacity and:
since, with great care and attention, and he must be aware of what the Act

confains, With regard to the execution of decrees, this question has come-

‘up for the first time. for the consideration of the Lahore High (ourt recently
and the manner in ‘which the High Court looks upon this question ig eloar”
from the judgment of the Hnno_uml"le Mr. Juoaties Bhide prononneed
‘on the 25th of April“1920, & far as the strict technical interpretation
of the existing expresasions emp]oyed in the Act i3 concerned, I agree with
-my learned friend from Tishore who has just sat down that Mr, Jostice
Bhide’s judgment is not open to the objection that the question has been
wrongly deeided. But the question does not: end there. My learned’
friend’s argnment was that if the judgment of the ‘Honourable Judge i#
taken to be correct, then you can have no grievance. That is nok mso,-
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Times out of number it has happened. that the legislature with a certain
end in view has passed an enactment in terms which acecording to the view
of the legislatare would achieve the object which it wanted to attain : bub
when the enactment is interpreted in the courts, it is found that therc is
a flaw in the enactment which, if allowed to continue to exist, would operate
against the object of the Aet and the Aet has then forthwith been amonded.
TFor instance, that atate of affairs has arisen more than once in connection
-with the Gurdwara Aet and the Government propose to amend it still
further, The whole question i§ whether the Honourable Judge’s deci-
.gion, granting that it is correct on a technical inferpretation of the Act,
.does not defest the policy of the Aet, the object that the Act had in view
-and that this is the case I shall presently proceed to show from an anthori-
tative judgment of a Bench of the Lahore High Court itself, & judicial pro-
-nouncement that the policy of the Act is that in such proceedings a lease
going beyond the term of 20 years shonld not be granted. As a matiter
of faet, in spite of this question erising very often as my horgurable friend
pointed out, for 8¢ years or 22 years after the passing of this Aet on no
single oeeasion has any court ever proposed to grant a leese of land belonging
1o & member of an agricultural tribe in execution of a decree for a period -
longer than 20 years and that is the gurest indication of how the policy of
the Act has been understood to be during the last 80 years by the courts
of this province. (Hear, hear). But the matter does not rest thers alome.
In & division Bench of the Lahore High Court consisting of the Honourable
“8ir Shadi Lal, Chief Justice, and Mr. Justice Wilberforee, printed in Indian
Taw Report 2 Lahore, page 78, the question arose whether in insolvency
‘proceedings against an agrionlturist insolvent, his land ecould or could
-not be mortgaged for the paying off of his debts. The bench on that ocea-
-gion decided that so far as a technical interpretation of the Act was concerned,
4 mortgage under those circumstances would be perfectly legal and
would be granted. Nevertheless, on the appeal of the insolvent the court
apset the proposal of the insolvency court to mortgage the land and did
pot-allow the land to be mortgaged inasmuch as the view was taken that
4his would be contrary to the spirit of the Land Alienation Aet and this is
the passage where the Honourable Judges have expressed their view:
After holding that the mortgege under those circumstances would be legal,
the Honourable Judges observed : g

+¢ Mr, Jagannath’slest objection to the order under appenliathat as & resvit thereof
his client’s land will probably remain permanently nnder mortzage end that the

effect of this arrangement will be to substituta a probably permanently secured

debt for unsecured debts. We think that there is force in this objeetion, as the
underlying principle of the law of insolvency is that an insolvent shall be

free from his indebtedness and ghall obtein & discherpe within & reasonable
period, Tt isalso clear to us that the conrt or n receiver procesding under the
Insolvency Act should proceed ae far as possible om the samé line as a conrt
ncting in execution of a decree. That this is the intention of the legislature ig
indicated by the provisions of section 21 (2) of the Provinoiel Insolvency Aet.

" Now in execution of decrees against the land of indebted members of an
agricaltural tribe who are often actuelly or practically insolvent, it hne always

been the practice sanctioned by this Conrt thet the debt should be liquidated

hy farm tormineble after a reasonable period and the maximum period for which

a farm hag been permitted ie 20 years, By the arrangement of such g farm or »
mortgage which is automatically redeemed by the profits, the debt ia antomacti-

cally extinguished. We do mnot think that ordinarily different or harsher
o - measures shonld be taken againat & peraon who becomes an insclvent nnder

L 4he provisions of the law.” SRR
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The Honourable Judges, thersfore, hold that in msolvency preceedings
-the same principles onght to be followed which are followed in execution
of decrees, and they have said that in execution of decrees against agri-
cultural debtors the High Court hag sanctioned only the grant of a form
and that not exceeding 20 years in any cate whaisoever, so that aceording
40 the Honourable the Chief Justice a.nd the Honourabla Mr. Juatice Wilber-
force, that was the scope and the policy of the Act which under the sanction
of the High Court, the courts had been following for 80 many years ; and
although the direction of the Distriet Judge acting in insolvency was that
a morigage should be granted of the insolvent agriculturist’s land, the
Honourable Judges aceepted the appeal in spite of the order being legal
and directed that the lease of the insolvent’s land should not exceed a
-period of 20 years, : :

Myr. President : Will the honourable member please now wind up his
speech ?

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : So that, sceording to the highest eourt
in this provinee the spirit of the Aet, which has been followed for so many
‘Years, is that you cannof grant or you should not grant a lease of an agri-
-culturist. judgment debtor’s land which should go beyond a period of twenty
years and this spirit has now been violated. Just one observation more
-and I shall resame my seat.

A groat deal has been smd to the effect that this resolution is intended
40 benefit the large landholder at the expense of the small landholder.
‘That argument is entjrely wrong. What ig being asked for is that in cases,
which will probably be 99 oat of 100, of & small landholder who is nnable
to pay his debt etherwise and against whom a decree hes to be obtained and
4hat decree has to be exeeuted, whether that decree is abtained by an
_-dgriculturist or whether it is obtamad by a non-agrienlturigt, you shall
1ot permit that the land of that small, poor, practically insolvent landholder
shall he leased out to anybody for the purpose of the satisfaction of the
Alecree for a period longer than 20 years. The honourabls members can
Judge at onee whether it is likely to afford protee.tmn to the smaller and the
pooter land-holders or whether it ig intended to give protection to the bigger
Iandhnlders

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang [North-West Towns-{Non-Muhammaden),
“Urban]: It is very unfortunate that at the end of the life of thig Council
this question should have been brought up. I expected that we shall all
part with one another in the most amicable spirit and withont rancour af
all in our minds. From that peint of view I do not welcome the introdue-
tion of this resolntion into this Council. However, the mover of the reso-
Tution thought it fit to bring it forward and we have no option but to discuss
4t, Bo far as the present question is concerned this is how it has arisen,
A certain money-lender obtained a decree for some Rs. 18,000 against a
judgment-debtor in Lyallpur distriet and in the execution of that decree
the Senior Sub-Judge of Lyallpur ordered that the land belonging to the
judgment-debtor should be farmed out for a term of 56 years. Intimation
‘had to be given to the Deputy Commissioner and it was therefore given to
+the Deputy Cormissioner of Lyallpur, He thought that the period was
in contravention of the provisions of the Land Alienation Aet and he there-
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npon made a3 reference to the High Court to which ordinarily appeal in
execution proceedings would have eome under section 21 of the Land Aliena~
tion Act. It was on that reference that the Honourable Mr. Justice Bhide
delivered a judgment which, though not published up to this time so far
ag I am aware, hag led to the moving of this resolution in this House. In
that case the Deputy Commissioner was represented by the Additional
Government Advocate, Mr. Abdul Rashid, who happens to be a member
of an agricultural tribe, and I have not the slightest doubt that he pud
befors the Court all that could be said in support of that reference. The
learned judge went into various provisions of the Aet and found, that the
Act ag it stood did not prohibit or make illezal the farming out of & judgment-
debtor's land for more than 20 years, and as my honourable friend Raja-
8alib was anxious to point out to the honourable speaker who preceded
me, the learned Fudge further found that the policy of the Act was also
not contravened because in the Act as it stands, the owner of the land
when he happens to be & member of an agricultural tribe can, if he chooses,
lesase out his land for more than 20 years, provided the lessce or farmer
is a member of an agncultural tribe in the same group. Section 11 of the
Land Alienstion Act is elear on this point and for the information of thig
House it would be better if I read it out, so that it may go down into the
proceedings for reference by suthorities. It reads:

** Any membcr of an agricultural tribe may make a lenge or farm of his tand for sny
term not exceeding twenty years, andany lease or farm made by & member of
an agricultural tribe for a longer term than twenty years shall, H the ksacc or
farmcr {3 oot & member of the same tribe or of & tnbe in the zame group, Toer
deemed to be & lease or farm for the term permitted by this seciion.”

So that, so far as the policy of an Aet esn be judged by its express pro-
wisions, the'pohey of the Act is that & member of a notified agrieulturab
tribe can, if he }i%es, farm out his land for more than 20 years, the only
condition being that the farm or lease will not be in favour of a persor-
who is not a member of a cortain tribe. 8o far ag his own powers are con~
¢erned, there ig not the shghtest doubt and up to this time during the $¢
yeoars tha.t this Act has been in fores, no member of an-agricultural tribe has-
approached Government to have this section 11 amended, nor, T understand,. .
has &nybody from among the honourable members of thla House made any
puggestion to -Government that section 11 should be amended so as to res-
{rict the powers of farming out or leasing out hls land vested in & member

of a notified agrienltural tnbe. '

Then we turn to the powers vested in a civil or revenue court. Section:

lﬁ says :

** +.....in exesution-of any decres or order of any civil or revenue court, whether made

befom or after the éommencement of this Act.”

Whis is oll that section 6 says. My submission I8 that we must apply
our minds to the exact question that is now before the House without
going into this thing or that. 1 can say 99 thmgs against the imiquitous
character of this Act, but I would not on this oee-aslon, becanse tke time ab
Iny disposal is very shorls The question therefore is whether it is a ques~
tion of the interpretation of the Aet of whether it is e question of the amend-
. snent of the Aet because the Aet as it stands hes proved inadequate for
galeguarding the interests of the members of the notified agricultural tribs.
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If it is the first question, then my submission is thiat it is net opés to any.
“meimber of this House to approath the legislature for an interpretation. of
any speeific provision or any spirit of the statute. So6 far &s the sesond.

estion is concerned, the judgment of the Honourable Mr. Justice Bhide:

does not go beyond the poliey of this Act and unléss it has been made out:

by cogent reasons that the judgment is likely to defeat the spirit and the-

poliey of the Act and to contravene the intention which the framers of the-

Act had in view, my submission ig that no case for tinkering with the present
provisions of the Aet has besn made out. Just now my friend who has
preceded me quoted a judgment of Sir Shadi Lal and Wilberforce J7.
In the judgment from the passage which my learned friend himself read

out it appeared that the courts are competent, that courts are sympathetio, ,
that the courts are sensible of what ought to be done and what ought not-

to be done in a particular cage. He himself read out that though the '

learned Judges constitubing that particular Beneh, thought that cértain
transaction was perfectly legal, they held that the requirements of the case

did not make it necessary that the lease should be for more than 20 years.

Therefore, oven asmiming thet the policy of the Act is under discussion,
oven then the poliey has not been contravened. But what is t¢ be done

in caser where people wonld borrow anl wuld not pay. A man may have :

huadreds and hondreds of acreg and he may have a paltry sum of & few.

thousands which he has to pay. Sardar Ujjal Singh’s land can be sold in
liquidation of his debt, but Sarder Habib Ullah, even if he has a thousand

‘squares of land ‘and has Re. 1,000 as debt but has no other property, can

snap his fingers at his creditors, and say you-cannot farm out my land for
more than a certain period. Will you not be encouraging dighonesty on
the part of debtors and borrowers by lending support to such unnecessary
resolabions that are brought before the House? Will noft Government
be a party to dishonesty that it did not meke a pufficiont provision for
safoguarding the interests of the persons whose interests it has wanted to
safoguard for 830 years? They have administered the Acst for 80 years
beth on the revenue side and on the judieial side, and they have not dig-
wovered that section 11 was a defective one. My learned friend said that
-during the last thitty years there has not been one mstance in which farm-

ing or leasing of land belonging to a member of a notified agricultural tribe

has been made for more than twenty years. That is a elaim which I am
not propared to admit unless he says that he has exhausted all the records

-0f all the cases in which the land of a member of a notified tribe has been .

touched. I is too broad a statement and I am not prepared to accept it.
It is not a question of citing instances, The question is if such a thing
“was dons, it would either be illegal in view of the Aet as it stands or 1t would
-defeat the poliey of the Aet. If it was onl¥ & question of the misinterpreta-
‘tion of & mere word by & judge or of the misrepresentation of & clause of
the Act, then, of course, the matter would not eome here, it would be for

the couris. But here there is a question of the poliey whick has been.

-expressly laid down in the Act end it is evidenced by the express provisions
of this Aet in section 11 ahd section 16 to which I have already made a

reference.

1 want fo aéjr__oﬁe' word idors, The resoliution is rivt onfy un¥eassnable, -

#6t very honest &nd not caldalated €6 eheodtags Ronesty buf to encourage
' B )
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nesty, bub it is premature and I tell you why. It is premature becanse -
this i8 & judgment by & single Judge. The matter has not been before a
- Full Bench or even before a Divigion Bench. Even in the judgment, you
will be surprised to know, the learned Judge himself says these words. I
am quoting from & certified copy of the jndgment of the learned Judge for
which I am indebted to my hononrable friend the Revenue Member., This
s what Mr. Justice Bhide says ;

*The question whether the learned Senior Sub-Judge, has rightly exercised his dis-
eretion in the present instance in ordermg a lease for 56 yeara could be properly
raised in appeal.”

This was a reference made by an over-anxious Deputy Commissioner,
bot the judgment debtor against whom a decree for Rs. 18,000 or so is being
.executed, will certainly test the accuracy of this judgment in his own way.
It is open to him to appeal to the High Court and it would be theu that the
matter would be properly tested and that is what the Honourable Mr.
Justice Bhide himaelf has candidly said in his judgroent.

Therefore, I submit that the reselution is prematurs. The real thing
is that once a thorn pricks the sole, I mean the foot, of an agriculburist,
he gets upset, and for some reasons which he alone understands and which
we can only guess snd which 1 would say should not be encouraged, he
rushes to this Council and wants a legislation on that point. There was so
much anxziety displayed, there was so much fess created in this Houge
when a division bench of the High Court eonsisting of a non-agrieulturist
Hindu judge and an FEnglish judge upheld the judgment of the Honourable
Mr. Justice Bhide, They have held that in insolvency proceedings the land
of an agriculturist cannot be zold. There ig that judgment., He knows
whether this judgment, when it comes up before the High Court in its
proper conrse of appeal, will or will not stand. If this judgment is main~
tained, there would then be plenty of time to get anxions and to make out a
pufficient ease to agk the legislature to make an amendment in the Act.

Before I sit down I want to remind the honourable members of Govern-
ment and other official members gitting on this side of the Hounse that the
sanctity of the Court ought to be respected. More than once did Mian Sir
Fazl-i-Husain state in this House and also elsewhere in one of his Durbars
which he held at probably Sheikhupura or Lyellpur, I forget which, that
no steps would be faken either to extend or to restriet the scope of this
Act unless a gaod case is made out for it. In this conneetion I am reminded
of a stanza in Byron, but I will not quote it. However, for thirty years
€overnment have slept over the rights of the agriculturists and have nob
grapeed the significance of the provisions of this Act which they have beer
a,dmmlstermg for sueh s long time, Unless they admit and unless they
arrive at the conleusion that this judgment, if it is eonfirmed, will defeat.
the express objeets and policy of the Act, there would be no occa.ﬂlon for
any amendment in thie statute.

."  Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram [South-East Rohtak (Non-
‘Muhammadan) Rural] : Sir, whenever eny motion with regard to the Land
‘A¥enation Act comes up for discussion in this Council, unfortunately feel-
ings are very mueh excited. Even men of experience and age like my hononz-
able friend who represents.the Rawalpindi - division (Dr: Gokul Chand
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Narang) lose their head. They lose their balance of mind. My fripnd was:
pleased to call this resolution non-sensical, even dishonest, There was no

occasion for making use of such terms, The plain and honest question before

the House is, whether the law as it stands regnires to be amended in order
to carry out thereal ohject which the Alienation of Land Aot had in view.
The bonourable member repregonting the rursl Muhammadan congtituency

of Sialkot (Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan) made it perfoetly plain and quoted

gutborities to show that the policy and the ebject of the Land Alienation

Acht was that land belonging to an agriculturist should not be alienated for
more than 20 years either fo an agriculturist or a non-agriculturist in execu-

tion of a decree. My friend who has just resumed his seat says that for 80

long years the High Court and the eourts subordinate o it have held that the-
land of an agriculturist was liable to be alienated for more than 20 years

under the law as it stands. But he algo knows that in not a single instance-
known to himself has the land belenging to an agriculturist been alienated

either to an agriculturist or to a non-agriculturist in execution of a decree
for & term exceeding 20 years. (dn Honourable Member : Then what is

your trouble?) The trouble is that for the firsk time during the lasi 80 years.
an honourable judge of the High Counrt has laid it down that there is nothing
in the law to prevent the land belonging to a statutory agrieulturist being
given oui on lease in executlon of a decrec to another person for a term exceed-

ing 20 years, and to give effect to this abstract view of the law the

Honourable Mr, Jastice Bhide hag actually upheld a lease which extended

to o term of 56 years ; and if bis judgment is followed in practice then there

would be nothing to prevent a eourt from sanctioning the alienation of land

belonging fo a statutory agriculfurist to any person for any term of years,

it may be hundred years or even o thousand years, and thus entirely mulli-

fying the Land Alienation Act. But everybody knuws, and the High
Court has recognised in a memorable judgment of its own, that the recog-
niged policy of the Land Alienation Act is that land belonging to an agricul-

turist ehould not be alienated in exscution of a decree for a term exceeding
20 years. The prowmons of the Aet make it quite clear, and lay down that
temporary alienations in favour of a non-agriculturist could be made only
in accordance with certain definite principles and those prineiples recognise a.
limit of 20 years. Now, the honourable member representing the urban
Hindus of the North-Waest Punjab, reminds me that if an agriculturist choge-
he could give his land in Jease to an agriculturist for e term exceeding 20
yoars. That is perfectly eorrect. An agrieulturist if he chose could even,
el his land ontright to an agriculturist. But the guestion here is whether
ke should be forced to alienate his land sgainst his will in the execution of a.
decree for a term exceeding 20 years which has been presoribed as the outside-
limit for temporary alienations under Section 6. (Inierruption). Anyhow
the courts had, previous to Mr. Bhide's judgment, recognised this limit in
practice in execution proceedings. My friend has repeated the word ‘dis-
bonesty * more than once. Where is the guesiion of dishonesty here ? If &
.bania advences money to an egriculiurist, he knows full well that the land
of the agriculturist is not aveilable for the hqmdaluon of his debt. Where
then comes the question of dishonesty on the debtor's part 2. Not at’ sll.
On the other hand it is the bania who wanis fo Yesort to triecky ways in
order to get hold of the land which belongs to.an agriculturist and which the:

7
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law protects. (Imterruption). Why does he advansee money te a man whose
land he knows is not avsilable for the liguidation of his debt ¢

Lala Mukand Lal, Puxi : If the agriculturist can afford teo repay the
debt, why does he take shelter bohind this law ?

Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram : The monoy londer does not
advance money to a debbor cut of any spirit of philanthropy. He advances
money in a perfectly business like manner for the interest which he reecives
and he kmows that the land belonging to a statutory agrieulturist will not
be loased to him for a term exeeeding 20 yoars. So, the question of dis-
honesty does not arise at all. The real question before the House is
whether the pelicy of the law is to be enforced or whether the poelicy of the
Land Alienation Act iz to be allowed to be defeatod by an interpretation
which wag not under the contemplation of the legislature when that Act
‘was passed. I claim thaf the object of the Land Alienation Act is not to allow
the land belonging to o statutory agriculturist to be alienated for a term ez-
coeding 20 years in execution of a decree or in pursuance of an order of a
gourt of law, If that s correct, then the recommendation that is contained
i this resolution is psrfecily justified and all members of the zamindar
party and all members who have any sympathy with the zamindar class enght
to extend their support to this resolution. My eontention is that we should
mnot digeuss collateral issues, but should confine our apeeches to the objeot
.whieh this resolution has in visw. We nesd mnot diseuss the general
merits or demerits of the Land Alicnation Act itself. The plain
question before us i3 whether the land of an agriculturist is to be allowed to be
alienated in execution of a deoree or in pursuance of a court’s order for a term
exceeding 20 years. Such an alienation hag besn held by the High Court
iteelf to be in eontravention of the real epirit and the scope of the Land
Alienation Act and thorefore every member of this House who has any respect
for tha object which the Land Alienation Aet had in view must suppori this
resolution,

Lala Kesho Ram Selhri (Amritsar City, non-Mubammaden, Urban) :
‘Gir, I had no intention of speaking on this resolution, but the remarks of my
honeurable friend, Chaudhri Chhotu Ram, have almost compelled me to speak
on thig vesolution. I remarked while he wag speaking that he was putting a
promium on dishonesty. I expectod him and the other zamindar members
of this Cenneil that they should tell their constituents that they cannot help
the zamindars and that they should mieet their debts. They fully realise
that at the time of masriage the zamindars approach the sahukars for loan.
My friend asks: Why does the sahukar lend the money? Bo, this ie the
reward for the sahukar who helps a zamindar with a loan in his dire necessity.
When & big landlord helps his poor fellow man with a loan, what does he
do # He sucks the lifo-blood ef the poor zamindar. The landlord manages
somehow or other to get the land of the poor debtor and thus Becomes & rich:
Iandlord and then comes to thie Council fo reprasent somie comstitnency.
This is how the big landlords bave become rich during the Iast thirty years.
& sahukar, on the other hand, will nevar think of depriving the agrisulturist
of his land. He would' rather Iike the poor debtor. to prosper with his land
so that the safiukar may continue to earn money from the agrieulturist. On
the other hand, the so-ealled Iandlords who represent these poar persoms,
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lend money once say Rs. 1,000 at the rate of inferest ranging from 50 to 60
per cent. and than, beeause they do not know arithmetic and ocannot eal-
culate, they say * pay me back double that amount.” - Thaﬁ is how the whdle
matter is settled. The poor fellow says ‘I oannot. pay.’  Then the lender
gots hold of the land.

- Now, what it the questmn 9 Ttis very simple, It is whether the court
should be given diseretion in this respect. The court will exercise “disore-
tion in aceordance with the amount Ivolved in the case. If the court finds
that the amount can be repaid in ten yeats, then it would order a Jeass of the
lend for ten years, If the amount can be repaid in 20 years, thén it would
order the loase of the land for 20 years. If the amount cannot be repaid
in 20 years then it would order the lease for & larger number of years- i all
depends upon the amount of money involved, and the size of the holding.
Instead of this, what is the ideal of ths zamindar members of this House ?
Do they want to tell their zamindar friends how they cen be dishonest all
their life ?

© Tt is not the time that we must go to the clectorate and say: look here
you have taken money from so and so. We will help you. Wo are in the
Couneil and we will move & resolution, Your liabilities will be eleared up
by one resolution. This is the way in which you want this act to be man-
aged. There ig no provigion that there would not be a lease for more than
20 years. (d4n honourable member : That is not our intention). Thast
may be in your mind. But as Mr. Justice Bhide has rightly inferpreted
the section he sould not go beyend the wording of the seetion. If this is not
a fact, then you have got a right of appeal: The deblor has no courage to go -
to the appellate court. He has nof filed an appeal. Here are these gentle-
men pro bono publico. They come here and say : Look here we are going to
appeal to this Couneil and we are going ko bave the judgment of thisx
Council and we are going to vole againgg the judgment of Mr. Justice
Bhide, 8ir, my sabmission it that this is not the right method. They
should follow the right method. They should have told the debtor that
he has got 2 right of appeal. (An honourable member: When was thig
judgment delivered ?) '

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : On the 25th of April.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: You do not dispute the correctness of the
judgment, You want this judgment to be over-ruled by the Council. You
want this judgment to be set aside. I have not gone through the judgment,
but the debior hes not filed an appeal in the regular Court. When you your-
self say that shis interpretation is correct then what I would submit that thers
is nothing wrong in saying that it is nou-sensical resolution. It does mot
eonvey anything. There is no gense in the resolution. It is » non—sensleal
resolution. (Interruption).

Mr. President : Order, Order.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Sir, I do not want $o cast any reflection on:
.anybody, but this resolution it non-semsical. It is  derogatory. It is &
resolution that has no gense.- (Intsmaphom) Sir, this is pure snd simple
English, if you understand it. When there i is no 'sense in the resolution
wo call it non-sensical. (Inferruptions and eries of order, order).

. 8ir, my submissgion. s that my honourable friend was not justified in
_:mowng a raaolutlon oi this nature and I would strongly oppose 1t

O
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An honourable member ¢ The question may now bs put.
‘Mr. President : The guestion is—
¢“That the question be now put.”

'The motion was earried. -

Mr. President : Bofore I put the resolntion to the Homnse, mey I
guggest to the honourable mover of the resolntion and his supporters that, as
they have made their speeches and put their case, they need not press the
resolution to the vote of the House. It is not in the interest of parties and
gommunities concerned that the Couneil should have an unpleasant parting.
The Government benches have heard both parties, and will take, I presume,
guch action as they may feel advised to take in the metter. It is highly
desirable in the interest of unity, harmony and plessant relations, that I
ghould request the honourable mover and his sapporters to withdraw the
resolution,

. Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : With due respect to you, 8ir, this is the
- most astounding proposal that I bave ever heard
4. from the Chair that & resolution affer being dis-
ounssed should not be pus for the reason that we are going to part from one
another and on the last non-official day we should part with cordial feelings
on all sides. There has been no practice that on the last non-official day a
resolution should not ba voted upon. If we do not vote on it on this oceasion
wo shall bs no better friends six months henee than we are at present. If
we vote upon it, the difference or the divergence between us will not be
widened, and I am sarprised that the suggestion should have come from the
Chair on the ground that this is the last non-officiel day for this Couneil.
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan (Revenue
Member) : I am grateful to the Chair for making the suggestion and
giving me an opportunity to speak on behalf of the Government. My
‘predecossor made a decleration of Government poliey in this House
sometime ago. With your permission I wish to reiterate that poliey, and
asgure the House that Government still adheres to it. What he said ab
the time was that Government will neither go a astep forward nor a step
backward, that i3 to say, that it will neither permit the seope of the Aot
to be extended nor allow it to be restrieted. So far as the resolution under
diseusaion is concerned I am afraid that it is not possible for Government
to accept it in ita present form, beeause it is worded in language which
goes bayond the real issue, and I am advised infringes the declared
policy of Government as it alms at extending the scope of the Act. So
far as the position of Government is concerned, I ¢an assure the House
‘that the matter is receiving the attention of Govornment and is being
carefully considered and if, Government comes to the econclusion that
it 18 necessary to amend the Aet so ag restore the status quo, it will no$ hesi-
tate to do so. - I may also mention that personally T teel that prima fasie
Mr. Justice Bhide's obiter dictum seems to have ereated a position which is
‘not in consonance with the spirit of the .Act. (4n honourable member &
"It is not -obiter dictum). (Dr. Gokul Chand Narang.—It is an interlocatory
tnle). I stand correcied ; as a layman, I am not in a position - to differ or
expocted to be conversant with the nieoties of legel expressions. If after
careful consideration and study Government finally aceepts this view every
ypossible avenne will be explored with a view to restore the staius guo, and
if no other remedy is practioableor feasible, by amending the Act.
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Sayad Muhammad Husain: I am not at all satisfied with the reply of
the Honourable the Revenue Membor. We shall on this motion test the
‘Government. If they gide with us woe shall side with them in return. I press
the motion to a division. :

Mr. President : The question is—

# This Councjl recommends to the Government to take eerly steps to so amend the
Punjal Alienation of Land Act s to debar all courts end officers of whatever
deseription from directing any alienation of land belonging to & member of an
sgrioultnral tribe save  Jease in a form permitted by the Aok, the period of
which may extend to 20 years,”

The Conncil divided : Ayes 38 ; Noes 89,

Avms 93.
M. M. A, Gheni. Chaudhri Umar Hyat.
Mir Maghbool Mahmood. Makhdumszada Sayad . Muhammad
Mian Ahmed Yar Khan Daultana. Raza Shah Gilani. '
K. B. Chaundhri Fazl Ali. Pir Akbar Al
Chaudhri Baldeo Singh. Shaikh Faiz Muhammad.
K. B. Khan Muhammead Saifulleh Khan Muhammad Abdulle Khan.
Khan, Rana Firoz-ud-Din Khan,
Sayed Mubarik Ali 8hah.. Shaikh Abdul Ghani.
Rao Bahadur Ch. Chhotn Rem. Sardar Jawakar Singh Dhillon.
Mian Nurullah. Sardar Buta Singh.
K. 8. Risaldar Bahadur Nur Khan, Shaikh Muhammad Sadig.
Chaudhri Yasin Khan. - Sardar Partap Singh.
K. B. Malik Muhammad Amin Ehan.| Sardar Harbakhsh Singh,
Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan, -| 8. 8. SBardar Fateh Singh.
Sayad Muhammad Husain. K. B. 8ardar Habibullah,
K. 8. Rai Shahadat Kbhan. Sardar Bishen Singh.
Mian Mushtaq Abmed. Sardar Mohindar Singh.
K. B. Mian Mubhammad Hyat Qureshi.
Nons 89,
Colonel C. A, Gill, Mr, 8. L. Sale.
Mr. H. Calvert. D. B. Raja Narendra Nath,
K. B. Nawab Muzaffar Khan. Dr. Goku! Chand Narang.
Mr. W. R. Wilson. R. B. Lala Mohan Lal.
Mr. C. A. H. Townsend. Ch. Ram Singh.
The Honourable Mabk Firoz Khan Lala Mukand La! Pari.
Noon. Mr. Owen Roberts.
Mr. R. Sanderson. B. B. Lala S8ewak Bam.
Mr. W. 8. Dorman. ' Chaudhri Kesar Singh.
My, E. F. Ashton. Pandit Nanak Chand,
The Honcurable Mr. Manohar Lal. Lale Kesho Ram Sekhri.
The Honourable Sardar 8ir Jogendra| R. B, Lala Ganga Ram.
Hingh, Lala Gopal Dae.
Mr. Alan Mitchall. Lala Jyoti Parshad.
Mr. J. D. Penny. R. B. Lala Rattan Chend.
Dr. (Mrs.) M. C. Shave. Pandit Mehar Chand. S
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik. Lala Chetan Anand, - =~ v
The Honourable Captein Sardar | B. B. Lale Dhanpat Rai.- e
Sikandar Hyat Khan. . 8.'B. Captain Dalpat Singh. .
Mr. C. M. Q. Ogilvie. 4. B, Sardar Sheo Narain Singh." -
Mx. D. J. Boyd. Mr. E. Maya Daa.
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REwovaL OF CHAUDHRL AFzaL HaqQ FROM NON-OFFIOAL VISITORS
' ' " oF Jamns, o -

Shaikh Mubammad Sadig [Amritsar City, (Mahammadan), Urban] :
Mr. President, I beg to move the following motion for the adjournment
of the business of the Coupd i} for the purpose of disoussing s definite matter
of urgen recent public importance, namely, the infringement of the privileges
of the House and behavigur of Government to a member of the Connoil as.
disolosed. by Chaudhri Afzal Haq in his recent eorrespondense hetween him
and Government and its offieiels regarding his removal irom the list of non-
officia} visitors of jails. '

Sir, gl the members of the House are aware that Chaundhri Afzal Hag
was a member of onr Council when he was eleoted to the Standing Committee
on Jails. Tn regard to the non-official members of the Standing Committee,
the resolution moved by the honourable mewmber sitting behind me, Sarder
Partap Singh in 1924 was accepted by Government, The resolution was
to this effest : :

# This Council recommends to'the Government that tha right conferred by Notification
No. 21320, of the 18th September 1924 on the non-offioial members of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Legislative Council for jails of visiting 4 specified for
inils ba extended to all }'&ils or et least to all jails in which political, Akeli or
Khilefat prisoners aro lodged.”

When this resolution was discussed in Conneil—it was on the 20th No-
vember 1924—the Honourable Bir John M aynard who was then the Finarce
Member in charge of jails spoke as follows— o

“Teeling sure aa I do that it iy the judieial spirit, the desire to ascortgin really what
actually ooours in these cases which actastes & majority of honourable members
{o support this resolution, I may say that it s my intention on behalf of Govern.

- ment to accept this resolution. I had resclved on that course at sn earlier
stage of the procoedings, but I was snxious, genninely anxicus, to see to what
extont certain honoursble members who do not observe the rules of judicial
enquiry, wonld go in their speechen.” . R

So, after the geeeptance of the resolution by the then Finanee Member
“the position eaine to this, that all the members of this Couneil elected to the:
Standing Commitee on Jails were ipso facle nominated as visitors of all
jails in the Punjab. This position bas not been altered for the last six years.’
and it has been aeted upon np. to this thme. All at onoe a fow weeks ago
we heard that Chandhri Afzal Hag who was 2 non-offieial visitor to our jails
wes not allowed to enter a eertain jail. After that communisation in the
Press nothing was hesrd of the inatter until a few days back we, the members
of this Council; were seized with s shock when we read the correspondence
that appeared in the Tribune dated July 18th. I have to read with your
permission cerfgin extrapts from that issme in order to show the awfully
disgraceful way in which a member of this House bas been treated by the
Government. The. facts are that ofi the 28th May & letter -was written by
the Inspector-General of Prisons to Chandhri Afzal Haq asking hin to: see
bim in his offieg s fhet he, Chaudhrd Afzal Haq could give him the explana-

which was demanded by the Governor in regard 5 certain statements

eged to be made by lim Chandhri Afzal Haq) to the staff of the Borstal
Institution in the gourse of one of his visits. I requesf honourable: members
to nete the most important portions of the eorrespondencs which,- I sﬁall_'gea;q _




MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 147

out, with your permisgion. This is what Chaudhri Afzal Haqg says jn his
reply to the above letter to the Inspeetor-General of Prisons :—

“T have received your letter (No. and date), In reply thereto I beg fo inform you that
I do not find it proper and adyisable to comply with your wishes to have an in-
terviow with you in respeet of some alleged piatement made by me to the ataff
of the Lahore Borstel Institution.

Then he proceeds to give his reasons for arriving at his conclusion. He-
cives ag his first reason :—

* The firet reason ia this. As a non-officia] visitor of the jail I may have been under
your jurisdietion to suchk an extent as to obey your official orders to inferview
yor aa and when desired. Bat now that { am no longer & non-official visiter
of the jails and officialties have ceased to exist, I do not think that Jam under

an obligation to comply’ with your wishes con\‘&j'ed to me in an official comanuni-
cation.

Secondly, the Governor in Council as you are aware has already had the plemsure of
ramovmg my name from the list of non-official visitors. When the Gowal'nor
in Council has already promounced the final orders and without giving an;
reagon and without allowing me en opportumty of explamt;on ageinst all
aceepted canona of propriety and faimeass. .

I need not detain the House by reading out :1]1 the mst of the lotter, but
here is an important sentence :--

“ But more objectionable still wag the setion talen by His Excellonoy the Governer
in Council and yourself in circulating a letter to all Superintendonts of Jails
crdering them not to allow me to visit sny jail without having the oourtegy
of sending ma any information of action {aken on or aven forwarding to mea
copy of the eironlar lettor issued.”

These briefly are the facts. From this letisr it appears that before 28th
May, His I’xeellency the Governor in Couneil removed the name of Chaudhri
Afzal Haq from the list of non-official visitors of jails.

On the 28th May, 1980, for the first time the Inspector-General asked
him to come to bis office to give an explanation of that. DBetween 28rd and
28th Chandbri Afzal Hag had gone to visit tho jail and there he was shown
a paper from the Tngpector-General telling him that he had been ordered by
the Government not to enter any jail. 'This is the greatest affront offered
by any Government to any member of a Honse. Government must remem-
ber we are not their servants to pat up with such an insult as to remove the
pame of the honourable member of this House without ecalling upon him
to give an explanation. This is & disgraceful act and we condemn if. This
House eannot stand end should not stand the ingult of the Government.
The member is there not by the will of those gentelomen sitting opposite but
because the Government af that time aceepted omnce for all that the non-
official members of the Standing Committee on Jails shall be non-official
visitors of jails and to re move his name without asking an explanation is” an
aet the like of which has never been heard in the history of any legislature-
in India, Ewven if a sweeper is dismissed under the Mumclpa.l Rules, even if
an employee of Rs. 25 is dismissed, his explanation i3 asked for, but here is
Government sitling in 1980 when the whole of the country is on fire offering,
sn insult to & member of the House in not giving him even an opportunity

to explain, They asked their officers not to allow. this gentleman to enter
any jail.

Mr. C. A. H. Townsend : T am lstening to the honourable mover
with the utmost interest but he is speaking with such extrame speed that L
find it extremely hard to follow him., Will he kindly speak a little slower ?
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Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq: This isa bad habit with me. I repeat
the same words slowly so that they may reach the inner walls of the officers’
-ears, g0 that they might remember that this insalt has been borne onee and it
will never be borne again and again. I was telling the Finaneial Commissioner
that this worthy Government hasinsulted a member of this House in sending
a circular to jail authorities asking them to forbid his entrance in the jails
without informing him that sueh a eireular has been sent to the jails. The
gentleman goes there on his usual offieial visits and there he is shown a paper
forbidding hiz entrance. I waa telling him that no European would have been
treated in such a way. He was submitted to that treatment simply beeause
he was an Indian. Are we simply bescaunse we are Indians, simply because
we ave doing our duty, to be insulted in such a way ? This fact that the Gov-
ernment has some allegations against him should have made the Government
¢all upon him to explain matters, They should have gone through
‘this ease in a judicial way. They should have explained to him the sharges
and agked him to give hie explanation snd produse evidence and if then
Government bad really found him guilby they might have punished him by
doing something. But the fact is that they never called uwpon him t¢
-oxplain.

Mr. President : How many times will the honourable member repeat
this argument ?

Shaikh Mubhammad Sadiq ¢ I thought he had not heard mes. That
18 why I had to repeat. The Government thought that by doing such
wets they were going to show their strength, but the Govermment must re-
member that we do not care whether the Finance Member or the Home
Member puts ns i jail. Betéer men have gone there and we are ready to go
to jails, if standing for our rights is an offence. Unless and until we uphold
the dignity of the House, we are nowhere, and the whole reforms will be =
sham. We are here to show that our righis are not to be trampled upon.
I am sure the Home Secretary would have given an opporturity to explain
-oven to his sweeper telling him, “ Look here boy, this is the complaint against
you, what have you to say 2’ . But they have not extended that opportunity
‘40 an honourable member of this Houge, o

Mr. President : Will the honourable member please state his points ?

. Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : My eomplaints are that the gentloman
was & member of the Standing Committee and by eonvention and resolution
-of the Council ascepted by Government he was a non-offieial visitor of jails
elected by the Council. There were certain complaints made by eertsin
-Government officials that he said something seditious and on reeeipt of that
letter the Government without asking for an explanation from the gentle-
man, without giving him a chanie to sxplain, have removed his name from
the list of non-official visitors. They might have sent him a letter saying
‘that he was being removed from the list of non-official visitors. Some gentle-
_men would probably say thet his name had not been gazetted in the new list,
but this 35 absolutely wrong. You will notise that this eorrespondence
passed on 28th of May 1980, The new Standing Committee was gazetted
-on 81g6 of May. The question is not about the gazetting of his name, but
the faet is that his name wes removed from the list. I submit that this is
an ingult to the House that an elested member should be treated in such a
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way, and that he should not be given an opportunity to explain his conduct,
This is the real charge against the Government,.

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie (Home Secretary) : 8ir, the honourable mover
of the adjournment has laid great stress on the point that Government in
this matter has not shown any regard for the privileges of a member of this
honourable House. I shall try and show that throughout this most unhappy
incident Government’s pre-occupation has been to safeguard the privileges
of the House and to infliet the minimum of public disgrace that was possible
in the peculiar cirenmstances of the case, The circumstances were briefly
these. Most merious allegations were made against the late honourable
member by two responsible jail officials. Co

Dr. Gokul Chand, Nﬁrang: FEz-honourable member.

Mr, C. M. G. Ogilvie : Thank you. The allegations were so serious
that no Government could. possibly for one moment have ignored partien-
larly in the present state of the country in which, as you all know, there are
elements which are capable of any aetionin order to subvert the present order
-and which regard such action as wbrthy and patriotie. Government, however,
did not accept these allegations immediately but required a sworn affidavit
before any action was taken at all. These sworn affidavits were forthcoming,
-and I do not think I am pubiing it too strongly to say that they might have
been held to have supplied sufficient material for starting a case in a court
of law. I say that with due deliberation. Government, however, decided to
take the minimum aetion which it considered the circumstances of the case
demanded. The Inspector-General addressed a letter to Chaudhri Afzal
Haq on May the 28th informing him that his name had not appeared in the.
Gazette of May 27th and asking him to call upon him to explain certain alle-
gations that bad been made against him. -On the following day the 29th May
he wrote to all Superintendents of Jails informing them that Chaudhri Afzal
Haq was not et present s non-official vigitor of jails and that he should not be
-allowed to enfer jails. These directions werenecessary in view of the allega-
“tions which had been made and which had not been proved to be false and
-which have not yet been proved to be false. Chaudhri Afzal Hag, however,
did not get the letter. I imagine that he is often not st home and theat he
spends much time or spent rouch time in visiting the jails of the province.
He did not reply to it up to the 10th of June I think, and I ean say with cer-
-tainty that he did not get the lotter ap to the 8rd June as on that day he
actuslly visited the Gujrat Jail when he reecived the information that he was
“not to be allowed to enter it. That I suppose digposes of any contention that
-might be made that a lettor to Chaudbri Afzal Hag informing him that he
should see the Ingpeetor-General, Prisons, to explein the allegations against
-him would have been in itgelf suffieient. The letter as it has been proved in
faot would not have reached him and, as I have said befors in view of the
allegations made, it was most urgently necessary that he should not visit any
-other jail, until such time ag the allegations had been disproved.

- Mr. President : There are one or two guestions that I would like to
.ask the honourable member who hag just sat down. Did the allegations
-against the honourable member amount to & criminal offence or not ?

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : My personal opinion is that they did. 1# the
-dagres of proof obtained had been eonsidered sufficient, they would have.
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Mr. President : Was he acting as a member of the House when he
misconducted himself ? - : ‘.

Mr. C. M. G, Ogilyie : He was.

Mr, President : Will the Honourable Leader of the Honse be pleased
to state why the alleged miseonduct of @ member of this House was
not brought to the notice of the House by & motion or otherwise ? - (Hear,
hear). What power bad Government to deal with a member of this House:
for his misconduct as 2 member? Under what law or suthority did the
Government take action against him ? '

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: He was
not prohibited from visiting the jails as & member of this House but as a.
non-official visitor of jails.

- Mr. President : May 1 just invite the attention of the honourable
member to Standing Order 74-A., under which the Standing Jails Com:
mitteo was formed ¢ Chaudbri Afzal Haq, an electod member of this House,
was elected by this Couneil as a member of the Standing Jails Committee,
the fanétions of which are advisory: It is left to the Government to take
its advice or not, but its members are representatives of this House, and if
any one of them mishehaves himself as a member, should not his econ-
duct be brought to the notice of this House unless it amounts to & criminal
offence, in which cage the ordinary courts of law will deal with it? TUnder
what law or authority hag Government dealt with Chatdhri Afzal Haq ?

The Honourable Captain Sardaer Sikandar Hyat Khan : 1f the
Government had waited for this House to meet, more mischief might
have been created.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq: Did Government ask for his:

explanation ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khap : Yes.

Mr. President : The constitutional position "appears to be that the-
Government had no power to eall upon him to explain his conduet as a member:
of this House and it is admitted that he miscondueted himgelf as such. I
do not - recognise constitutionally any authority excepting the House itself
wwhich eould have taken any notice of his mishehavionr as a member of this-
House. (Hear, hear and applouse). This appears fo be the constitutional
position, and so long as I am in this Chair, I mugt jealously protest the-
privilogos of this House and its members. (Hear, hear).

The Honourable Malik ¥iroz Khap, Noon : I should like to know-
the views of the Chair, because in this ease L think we are wixing up Chaudhii:
Afzal Haq's position as an honoarable member of this House, as a member

“of the Standing Committee on Jails and as a visitor of jails appointed by
the Government. Thix House elests certain gentlemen to be members of
the Standing Committes and as members of that committee they hold their
position in that committee and are respomsible to this House ; but as far ss-
their position as visitors of juild is concerned, they are not there because they -
are elected by this House ahd appointed to that position by this Hounses. A&
far as the jails are concerned, they &re a reserved department and the-
position of Government as far as jails are concerned is quite different from
the pogition of Government as far ax transferred depertments axe concerned,-
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{Interruption). In the case of transferred departments, the responsibility
for the administration of these departments legally rests on this Hounse,
Parliament having divested itself of that responsibility. With regard to the
reserved deparbments, the responsibility for those departments still rests
with Parliament and has not yet devolved on this House. Therefore, if
any member is taking any part on the invitation of the Government on the
ryegerved side—and jails iz a resorved subject—he is acting there not as an
agent of this Wouse but as 4n agent of the reserved half of the Government.
“Therefore, I submit that this House should make a difference between a
member of & Standing Committes in which case he is responsible to this House
‘being elected by it and a visitor of jails in which case he owes his position
not to this House but to the courtesy shown by Government in so appoint-
ing him. "Therefore, I submit that as far as the privileges of members of this
House are eoncerned, he can elaim them if he acis ag & member of the Standing
Commities. But in this case his action is not as that of a Member of the
Btanding Committee but as a visitor of jails, who was so appointed by the
teserved half of the Government and not by this House.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : By speaking on the point raised
by the Chair, I hope I shall net lose my right of speaking on the motion for
-adjournment.

Mr. President : Certainly not. But before the Honourable Member
speaks, I would like 40 read cut to him the relevant portion of Standing
Deder T4-A (paragraph 188) :—

‘* A soon 6.8 may be after the commencementof each financial year, standmg committeca
of members of the Council, to the extent shown in Schedule I, shall be con-

stituted for the purpose of advising the Government in auch matters as may
be referred to them for opinion.”

T may point oub that this standing order does not make any distinction
between the rescrved and transferred subjects. It is open to Government
4o take the advice of & Standing Committed not only on transferred subjects
bat also on reserved subjects, Therefore, the contention raized by the
Honourable Minister for Loeal Self-Government does not hold good.

I may also point out that tle Government is at liberty to consult a
Standing Commitiee as & eommittee as well as its individual membera. Sa,
‘when it refers a certeln matter to an individual member of a Standing Com-
mittee, which ez hypothesi is the representative of thiy Counetl, it makes the
reference to that membar as a member of this Couneil, and if he misbehaves
.or mis-conduets himselt inr performing his duty as such member, his misbe-
haviour should be referred to the Standing Committee and:thxou’gh that
‘Committee to the Council. This appears fo be the constitutional position,
.and I shall be glad to have it elarified, if possible.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Chaudhri Afzal Haq has not beon
removed by the Government from the jails committee. I agree that the
Gavernment, cannot poseibly do that. Butf a3 & member of the jails commit-
‘tée Government has conferred on him, #s on other members of the committee,
‘the privilege of visiting jails as & non-official visitor. If a member in the
copacily of a non-official visitor abuses that privilege, I canriot, Sir, for &
‘monient aecept the eontention that Government hag no right to withdraw
4that privilege.
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Mr. President : Certainly, Government hes that privilege.

The Henourabie Sir Henry Craik : If I may take an instance, sup-
pose we find that a non-official visitor of one of our jails is commitiing a
serious offence, is conniving at or assisting in the escape of a prisoner—(dn
Honourable Member :  Prosecute him),—or anything like that, I think you
will agree that Government will certsinly have the right of depriving that.
member of his privileges and Government would be wrong if it did not act
immediately.

Mr. Presidext : Certainly the Government has that right, as the
funetions of the committee are advisory and the Government may not consult.
that committes or its individual members on any matter whatsoever. But
the point is whether they can insult or punigh the commitbes or its individual
members. That is whai is objected to by the mover of the motion.

The Honoureble Sir Henry Craik : Government has withdrawn the-
privilege which Government had felt the honourable member had abused
and which Government itself conferred. The honourable member, if he was
gtill & member of this House, will still of course be a member of the Standing
Committes on jails. Tt ig only the fact that he resigned from this House that.
prevents him from being & member of that committee. Had the honour.
able member remained a member of this House, Government would have
taken the first opportunity of reporting to the House the action that it
had decided to take, and Ifully expected that the bonourable member himself’
wounld have been present in this House and brought the matter up and I was.
prepared to meet him. Sinee ho hag resigned, I could not do that. But I
did not place any obstacles in the way of, nor even raised any objeetion to, the
honourable member, 8haikh Mubammad Sadiq, bringing the question before-
the House by way of a motion for adjournment. I am perfectly willing 1o
meet bim, T contend that the Government hag taken the very first oppor--
tunity of bringing the matter before the House.

Mr. President : It was quite open to the Government to refuse to.
congult him as member of the advisory eommittes.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : May I ask a question ?
Poerhaps it will clear the position. As far as I understand, all that the-
Govermment has done is that when notifying the names of new visitors of

jeils, they have withheld his name.

Mr. President : He was a member of the jails commities when he was.
disallowed admission to a jail,

The Hencurable Mabk Firox Khan, Noon: No.
Shaikh Mubammad Sadiq : No, 8ir ; you have misged two points,

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : What I am submitiing -
i this. Of course I am not in charge of this subjeet, but what I wish fo bring -
to the notice of the House is this, The action of the Government so far as
it stands now is confined to this act that having heard these allegations made-
against - certain visitors of jails, on the basis of those affidavits Government.
decided notto notify his name ag a visitor, But as far a8 his conduct is con--

cemed, it is under congideration,
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Mr. D. J. Boyd (Chief Secretary): Are we notconfusing two quite
different; things ? The Chair itself has informed us that mermbers of stand-
ing committees of this House possess an advisory funetion. Their function
is purely advisory. Visiting of jails is an executive aet and the authority to
perform this executive act is eonferred on particular individuals by Govern~
ment by a notification. Tt is not conferred on them as members of this
House or in any particnlar capacity. But Government chooses to confer
certain powers on them by notification.

Myr. President : But the Home Secretary has admitted that he was
there 23 2 member of thiz Council.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : It every member of the Standing Com-
mittes on jails an ex-officio visitor of jails ? (Voices of “ yer ™ and * no ).
Bome say he is and some say he is not. That is the guestion. If that is
setitled, then we can proceed further. ,

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ¢ This is a point that concerns
the department in my charge and my answer to the question is perfectly
clear. Government has aceepted in principle the resolution of this House
that members of the Standing Committes on jails shall be given the privilege
of visiting jails as non-official visitors, But no member of the jails com-
mittee becomes a non-offieial visitor uniil he is gazetted by Government and
the Superintendent, of any jail would be perfeetly justified in saying ‘I cannot
admit you beceuse you have noi besn gazetted, so far as I am awars, by
Government.” Till Government notifies them they cannot function a8 non-
official visitors and they are not vigitors ex-officio.

My. President : That would depend upon the wording of the motifi-
cation,

Mr. D, J. Boyd : Notifications are by name.

Lala Keshe Ram Sekhri : And whai does the acceptence of the resolu-
tion of this Houge mean ? .

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It means that Government.
agrees to confer on elected members of the standing committee on juils the
privileges of non-official visitors and in practice it does invariably eonfer
them. But my point is that when these privileges are abused, it ie the right
of Government to withdraw them and to withdraw them at once.

Mr. President: Are any persons, barring the members of the Stand-
ing Jails Committes, the non-official visitors of all jeils in the provinee ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yos, many.

Mr. President : May I take it then that Chaudhri Afzal Heq as such
was nominated by Government as a non-official visitor of all jails and the-
fael that he was a member of this Cou.ncll had nothing to do with his nomi-
nation ag visitor 2

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; That is so.

Choudhri Zafrulla Khan : Ho wes nominated because he was &
member of the Jails Committes. Government wmﬂd never h&ve appomted

bim for any other purpese whatever.
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Mr. President : If & gentleman, who happens to bs 8 member of
this Council, is asked by Government to attend & conference, does it ne«
cossarily follow that he is asked to attend it as a member of this Counpeil ?

_ Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : No. But if he is nominated only because
he is a member ?

Myr. President : I do not think Chaudhri Afzal Haq was nominated
as a non-official visitor of jails beeanse-he was a member of this Council.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : I would like to know whether Government
has ever nominated any member of any other Standing Sub-Committee
a3 & jai visitor.

Myx. Owen Roberts ¢ ] am not a member of any committes bat I
am a jail visitor,

Mr. President : For all jails in the provinee ?

Mr. Owen Roberts : Only of one jail in Lahore.

The Homourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : The tra-
-velling allowanee bills of all members of Standing Committees pass through
‘the Secretary of the Legiglative Council. I would like to know whether the
‘travelling allowance bills of the members of the Jails Committee pass through
‘his hands when they visit jails.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khen : Supposing a member of the Standing
Jaily Committee haz been nominated by Government and notified as a non-
offieiz]l visitor for jails in the provinee. Then supposing two months after
that he resigns his seat as a member of this House. Will be after his resigna~
‘tion is aceepted continue to be a provincial non-official visibor of jails 2

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang (North-West Towns (Non-Muham-
madan}, Urban) : Sir, there are two aspects of this question. One is purely
legal and = technical, The other.is ome that periains to the merits of the
cage. You were pleased to raise this techmieal question whetber, if Mr..
Afzal Haq received this treatment ag a private individual or as a member of
this Couaneil, this Council has any jurisdiction to go into this guestion. On
the other hand, if be received this insnlt or this treatment or whatever he
did as a member of this Council, whether Government had any jurisdiction
4o deal with him and whether the proper course was net for Government to
bring his conduct to the notice of this House, so that the House might be in &
position to prononnee upon the propriety or impropriety of his conduet. I
‘may submit, Sir, that it is not necessary that any insult must be done to a
member of this House as a member of this House Defore this House has -
.any right to agitate that question i this Councit, I demur to the pro-
‘position which you geem to be thinking about. There is a precedent, and if
‘T arr not mistaken it was-under your presidentshiyy that an adjounrment
‘motioer was moved in this Heise and was earried, on the ground that an
benourable member of this House wes insulted by & Deputy Commissioner,
Surely that member was not insulted if he was insulted by the Deputy Com
‘miggioner because he was a member of this Council: Or he did not go to
-vigit him because he was & member of the Counncil, he went to him in his
‘private capacity, and as that member thought thet he kad no¥ received
the treatment which as a private gentlerhan he expested fom: the Deputy -
Lommissioner he complained. His complaint was entertsined by this
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House and an adjournment motion was moved with your permission and
it was earried in this House.

Then Sir, there is another precedent, that of Lala Bodh Raj, when he was
‘insulted in a jail by some prisoner or some other persons in & jail when some-
thing dirty was thrown over his head, An adjournment motion was moved
.and if Iremember aright,it was I who movedit. That was also carried.
That person did not throw that mud op him because Lala Bodh Raj
‘was & member of the Council. The prisoner had no grudge against him
‘because he wag a member of the Council but for some other reasons. You
‘were pleasod to allow that adjournment motion. Therefore so far as the
Jegality of this motion is concerned thers is not the slightest argument that
it is perfectly in order. I am not going into the merits of the case yet. I
:ghall presently. But if it is true that without any justification Mr. Afzal
Haq was removed from the list of unofficial vigitors of the Punjab Jails and
if agpuming for the sake of argaument that it amounis to an encroachment
aipon the privileges of a member of this Houge or even an insult to a gentle-
‘man who happens to be & mermber of this House, my submission is that this
adjournment motion would be perfectly in order. This is so far as the legal
agpect of the guestion ia concerned.

Mr. Firoz Khan, Noon, was pleased to say that he was not there as a
anember of the Counecil, This is no doubt a difficult question fo answer,
ibut the fact is that he wonld not have been there if he had not been a
‘member of the Btanding Jails Committes, and that Committee had been
appointed by this House and he was notified, not because Government looked
wupon him as an ideal non-official visitor, (laughler), but becanse he
‘had been thrust upon Government by & vote of this House, and therefore-
w0 long as he was a member of the Standing Jails Committee, it does not
‘matter whether it was necessary for him to have been notified in the Punjab
Government Gazetle. He, was surely there because he was a member of this
House and & momber of a Standing Committee of this House. Therefore
apart: from any technicalities the broad facts are there that he was trying to
visit that jail when he was stopped because he looked upon himself ag entitled
to do so on sccount of his being a member of the Standing Jails Committes
‘which had been appointed by this House, But if you would permit me
X would go further into the merits of the motion before the Hougs. The
question 18 not purely & technical one; The question is whether, assuming
‘that he was there as 8 non-offieial visitor, the fact that he was & member of this
House surely gives jurisdiction to the members of this House to bring his case
to the notice of the House and to disenss it on an adjournment motion. I
‘was waiting to hear what the Government had to say on this guestion, but
unfortunately, I speak with all possible respect, the honourable Home
Bocretary made too brief & speech on this point, We do not kmow whai
allegations have been made against Mr. Afzal Hag, nor do we know who the
‘persons are who mads these allegations. We learn from the Home Becretary’s
speech that it was one Superintendent and ona Assistant Superintendent of
Borstal Institute who made certain allegations against Br, Afzal Haq.
Tt would have been much better it the Honourabls Mr, Ogilvie had taken
thie House a little more into confidence and had told us the nature of those
allegations. He no doubt spoke in 2 marmer as to create a cortein amount
of alarm and it appeared from his speech that he congidered those allegations

a
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to be very serions, so much so that Mr. Afzal Haq eould be progecuted in &
court of law on those allegations. That would depend npon ths merits of
the allegations when those allegations are placed before us. But what pains.
me most and what appears to be the crux of the whole matter is that action
was taken against Mr, Afzal Haq without taking care to see that he knew
that motion was being taken against him. Taking every statement the
honourable Home Secretary made before the House to be abeolutely correet—
and, there is no reason not to take it as snch——I would still say, that that does
not meet the requirements of the case,

., Dven in & tu'penny ha’penny ease where not mueh is at stake, no de-
- . eree would be passed against a defendant nnless

5 wat the court is satisfied that the defendant has been
gerved and no ex-parie action would be taken against him unless the court is
natisfied that in one of the several ways laeid down under the law the defen-
dant has been served. What has been done in this case ? In this case the
honourable Home Secretary has been pleased to state that it was on the
98th May that a letter was sent to Mr, Afzal Heq. Almost in the same
breath Mr. Ogilvie wis pleased to say that it appeared that Mr. Afzal Haq
was very often not at home.' I believe that he passes the bills of Mr. Afzal
Hag or some one concerned with the Government passes his bills. BSo, he
must know wkat the amount and whatb the frequency of these bills are. That
will give him an idea that Afzal Haq is a gentleman who ig not generally at
home, because he is engaged in the very useful work of visits as a non-official
visitor of the Punjab jails. Therefore, it is not sufficient, in my humble
opinion, simply to send a leiter to the last known address or to the usual
plage of abode of Mr. Afzal Haq. It ia possible for Government to ascer-
tain whether on that particular date Mr, Afzal Haq could be communicated
with. If the Government can find out an ordinary criminal and the warrant
can be served upon him, with such a vast machinery at the disposal of
Government, I am sure it was not difficult and not beyond the resources of
Government to find out where Mr. Afzal Haq was. It was their duty to find
out and to wait before taking the final action. The letter of the Inspector-
CGreneral could have been sent by registered post, or there are many peons, a
targs army of orderlies in the compound of the various offices and one of
these could have been sent with 2 gpecial message if the matter wag go urgent.
That is the real plea on which the mover of this motion laid so much stress.

- Mr. President : I may point out that there are only two issues before
the House, namely, whether the Government had jurisdiotion to deal
«with a member of thiz House ag they have dono; and whether the treatment
-meted out by Government to a member of this House was proper ? * These
are the two issnes before the House and discussion should be confined to them.

Chendhri Zafrulla Khan (Sialkot, Muhammadan, Rural): Bir,
@0 far as the question of Chaudhri Afzal Haq being a non-official visitor of
jails is concerned the position was this, On the 20th November 1924 a
resolution was pasged Dy this House and was accepted by the Government
4o the following effect :—

“# %= * that the right conferred by notification No, 31320 of the 18th Ssp-
tember 1924 on the non-officlal members of the. Standing Coramittes of the Legla..
lative Council for jails of visiting four speolfled jails be extended to all joils or
ot least to all jails in which political, Aksli, or Khilafet prisoners are lodged.’
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The words used, rightly or wrongly, in the resolution which was accepted
by Government, the worde used were * the right” conferred upon the
members of this committee to visit certain jails be extended throughout
the provinee, or at least to those jails where political, Akali or Khilafak
prisoners zre confined. I shall not go into the allegations made against
Chaudhri Afzal Haq. But the question is, supposing for the moment for
the sake of argument, that Government was justified in holding that the
eontinuance of Chaudhri Afzel Haq as & non-official vigitor of jails wes wun-
desirable, whether Government have proceeded in a manner which affects
the privileges of this House. My submission is $hat they should have taken
stepa to sep that he did not remain a member of the Standing Committee on
Jails. Government had given an undertaking to this Honse and had made
p promige to this House that those members whom this House chose to

put on the Jails Committee would be notified as non-official visitors of jails
throughout the provinee.

Mr. President: Will the honcurable member please read that
particular portion of the debate which refers to this point ?

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : At page 589 of Volume VII of the de-
bates of this House will be found what the Honourable Sir John Maynard
said on this poiet. This is what he satd—

* Feeling sure as I do that it is the judicial spirit, the desive to ascertain really what acs
tnally ocours in theas cases which aotuates & majority of honourable mem-.
hers to support this resolution, I may say thet it is my intention on behalf of
Government to accept this resclution. I hadresolved on thet conrse at an eaxlier
atage of the proceedings, but I wea anxious, genninely anxious, to see to  what
exient cortain honourable members whe do nob observe the rules of judicial
inqniry, would go in their speeches. As I have said it is with much pleseure

that T have to ennounce to the House that the resolution will be accepted by
Government,”’

The resolution is perfoctly clear, that is that maembers elogted by this
House to the Jails Committes shall be given the right to visit all jails through-
out the province. Now the pituation arises where a gentleman is elected
to the Jails Committee and the Government does not consider it desirable
to accept him as a non-official visitor of jails. In such a cese it was due to
this House that the Government before depriving that member of the privi-
leges which they had already promised to confer upon him should de one
of two things. If, possible, it should have ascertained the wishes of this
House and tried to persnade this House to take the view which the Gov-
ernment itself had taken; or, if the matter was of very great and urgent
importance and if a mesting of the House could not be called for the pur-
pose, and if Government were pressed to take some action, they were at least
in courtesy bound to communicate to this House at the easrliest possible
moment the decision they had arrived at and the grounds for arriving at
that decision. The Government could have communieated this matter to
the Seerstary or President of the Council who would have circulated it fo
the members of the Council or placed the papers on the table of this House
on the first day it met, that is yesterday. The Government did not do
either of these things ; and therefore it was guilty of a grave discourtesy
towards thizs House in this matter, even granting that the course it had taken
with regard to the treatment meted out to Cheudhri Afzal Haq was
perfectly justified. If Government's explanation had been laid on
__ . ’ _ , N
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the table of the House before this motion was moved, then I would
have been prepared to acquit the Government of at least this charge. That
is the principal point which affects me. Two responsible officials of Gov-
ermment made certain allegations against Cheudhri Afzal Heq. I do not
gy that those allegations .are either correci or false. I have no means of
judging whether they are true or false. But Cheudhri Afzal Haq should
have been ealled upon, bafore withholding. his name from the notifieation,
to give his explanation in regard fo this affair. So far as I have been able
to follow the speech of the Home Becretary, that was not done. The noti-
fication withholding his name appéared before he was called upon to justify
his conduet. Subsequenily, when he wes ealled upon to offer his explana-
tion, he categorically and emphatically denied baving made the statements
which are attributed to him. I am not in a position to judge as to who
is right. It is a case of two officials against one non-official. But Govern-
ment had no right to assmme without meking necessary enquiries as to which
gide was prima facie right.

There again the same question arises as to whether the word of an
honourable member of this House as to whether a cerfain ineident did or
did not ocenr is to be brushed aside merely becanse there iy the word of twe
officials against him. I do not say the offieials are wrong and I do not
say that the member was necessarily right. But there is a suspicion in my
mind that Government itgelf had a doubt as to whether those statements
were correct, for, if they had believed them to be correct they would not
have hesitated for & second biefore prosecuting Chandhri Afzal Haq, In
these eircumstances I think the honourable mover of this motion was Juat.:.ﬁed
in moving this motion.

Mr. S. L. Sale (Legal Remembrancer) ;. Sir, the last speaker, my
learned friend Chaudhri Zafrulls Khan, has charged Government with
grave discourtesy and infringement of the privileges of this House, and in
80 doing, I think, he agreed with what was the gravamen of the charge
brought againsi the Government by the hononrable mover. I think =s
the result of the very lucid exposition that we recently heard from Dr. Gokul
Chand, Narang, it is clear that we must distanguish in this ease between
Chandbri Afzal Haq, a8 a private gentleman and Chaudhri Afzal Hagq
88 & member of this Houge. And I .think, it is apparent that the incident, -
which is the ceuse of this adjournment motion, rose out of the treatment of
Chaudhri Afzal Haq in his private capacity and not in his capacity as a
member of this Honge ; and T feel certain in that in aetmg as they bad done
Government had in roind Chaudhri Afzal Haq as o private gentleman and
not as a member of this House. They have acted m this way, rightly or
wrongly, and I am.going to try and show that they acted rightly. Whether
. the Government waa right or whether the Government was wrong it is elear
that in taking this action, they never meant any discourtesy towards this
House.

Dr. Golul Chand, Narang : Consciously or uneonscionsly. )

Myr. S. L. Sale: Yes, consciondly or unconsciously. Now, Chaudhiri
Afzn] Hag was notified by Government 2s.a non-official visitor of jails, and,
I think, ali will agree, that bis duty es a:non-officiel visitor-of jails was to.
868 to the well-being of the prisoners, io see that they are properly ireated
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-and properly looked after. In this particnlar case I.want to show to the
‘House that Chaudhri Afsal Haq in visiting the Borstal Jail on 7Tth May
“1980, concerned himsel! with matters which had nothing to do with the
‘well-being of the prisoners.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadigq: It is to be proved.

Mr. 8. L. Sale : Yes, when I pat before the House the whole informa~
‘tion in possession of the Government, the House ean judge. On the 7th of
‘May, OChaudhri Afzal Haq vigited the Borstal Jeil in Lahore. He had a
-gonversation with Khan Sahib Khair Din, Deputy Superintendent of Jail,
"That eonversation, Sir, was reported to Government. Tt was reported @
fow days after.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : How many days affer ?
Mr. S. L. Sale: Well, T do not know the exact number of days.
The Honourable Six Hemry Craik: Two or three days after.

~ Mr. S. L. Sale: I think it wes not on the same day. It ranet have
been on or about the 9th of May. It had come to the notica of Government,
at any rate, four days after.

Sheikh Mubhammad Sadiq: Please give the exact date.
Mr. S. L. Sale : I do not think this point is very material.

Rana Firoz-ud-Din Khan : It is very material,

Mr. S. L. Sale.: The conversation took place on the Tth of May.
‘The essence of the conversation is as follows. I will read the exaet words.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : The allegod conversation ?

Mr. S. L. Sale: Yeos, the alleged conversation. It is as follows :—

‘* He said the agitation i in full swing now, He cannot go back, I is good Gandhifi
hag gone te juil. His non-violence will not help. Now thak phe’ was required.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan: Was the original conversation in
Urdu ? _ :

Mr. S. L. Sale: Yes.

Chaudhri Zafrylla Khan : Wo want it in Urdu.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Was the report sent in Urdu ?

* Mur. S. L. Sale: The affidavit was sent in Urdu.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : What is that thak phak ?

Mr. S. L. Sale : I myself would have required the same information.
1 must say that I have never heard the expression before I have seen this
correspondence,

Mr. President : That is a new expression.

Mr. S. L. Sale: The Deputy Superintendent very naturally en-
quired from Chaudhri Bahib what is thak phak ? This is the reply which
Uhaudhri Afzel Haq gave—

. There should be a. man to man fisht, There are o fow English officers in the districts.
They should be got hold of at once, Thak phek means firing shots.™ - )
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" Tho conversation then continued in this strain— -
# The English have loat even the sympathy of Moessalmans t Pagh -
Now the fire is ablaze in the whole of the Frontier. Nolgths }ssaimans will

;Engnv:ith Hindus: Now we will geb Dominion Status if not complete free-
m." .

The Deputy Superiniendent, Khan Sahib Khair Din filed an affidavit
to support this eonversation which Cheudhri Afzal Haq was alleged to
have had with him,

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Before & Magistrate ?

~ Mr.S.L.Sale: Yes, before & Magistrate. In addition there is evi-
dence from the Assistant Superintendent of the Borstal Institution. Lala
Kaln Ram was not present throughout the whole sonversation, but he had
heard some. What he heard was the most serious part of it.

Pandit Nanak Chand : May I ask ¢ question from the honourable
member through you whether Chandhri Afzal Haq had made any allegation
with regard to the management of the Borstal Jail ?

Mr. S. L. Sale: I have no information on that point. I am only
hero concarned with the evidence submitted to Governnient. Lala Kalu Ram
gaid in support of Khan Sahib Khair Din that Chaudhri Afzal Haq said
that * now thak phak is reguired.” When the Khan Sahib enquired what
thak phak meant, the Chaudhri Sahib replied —

“Man to man fight, because there are fow English officors in tha districts. They
" shonld be got hold of a once.” ;

Lala Kaln Ram corroborated in detail Khan Sahib Khair Din, although
it i3 slso alleged that Chaudhri Afzal Haq had a separate ¢onversastion with
Lala Kalu Ram, in which he made some other observations which are not
g0 very material although they can hardly be said to be concerned with
the well-being of prisoners. For instenee, Lala Kala Ram says that Cheudhri
Afzal Baq told him that the police had engaged prostitutes to fight with
women voluntesrs. It i3 quite wrong,

Dr. Gokul Chand, Navang : Yes, police engaged prostitutes.

Mr. S. L. Sale: No. .

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang: Somebody had. I feel sure that the
prostitates were employed.

Thée Homourable Sir Henry Craik : No, no. (Interruptions).

Mr. President: Order, order.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; Is the honourable member in
order in interjectivg s statement lils this ?
'~ M. President: No, the hononrahle member should not do so,

Mr. S. L. Sale : T think, Sir, you will understand that this evidence,

whether reliable or not, eonatitutes 8 very serious charge against Chaudhri
Afzal Haq. Tho Chaudhri went to the jail, as a non-official visitor charged
with the duties of enquiring into the well-being of the prisoners. He had
wo right whatsoever to enter into any conversation on & politieal gubjeet
with the Depnty Superintendent ; a conversation, which I ventare to gay,
hed it been made in 2 public meeting, would have amounted to groms
Sodition.
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Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Incitement to murder.

. Mr. S.L. Sale : It has boen suggested that it would have been an in-
<itement to murder, and I endorse that snggestion.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Hag any action heen taken against the
Deputy Buperintondont for having eontinued that conversation ?

Mr. S.1. Sale: Now, I think it will be recognized by e#erybody that
what Government can give, Government can take away.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : Without giving notice ?

Mr. S. L. Sale: Government conferred upon Chaudhri Afzal Hag
<ertein privileges as a private gentleman.

Pir Akbar Ali: Nof at all, It was as a member of this House.
Mr. S. L. Sale : No, a3 a private gentleman. 3

Sardar Buta Singh: With yonr permission, Sir, I want to put a
question. Are there any other persons who are conferred this privilege
and who are not members of this Honsge ?

Mr. S, L. Sale : . T cannof hear the honoarable member,

~ Mr. President: The question is whether any non-member of this
House has been notified az a non-official visitor of all jails,

Mr. S. L. Sale: That is a question which will be replied to by the
‘proper enthorities, (Laughler),

Myr. President: Is no member of Government in a position {o reply
0 this question ? .

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not certain. It requires

motice,

Mr. S. L. Sale: Sir, I was suobmitting that every privilege thab
‘Government confers upon any person, it can take back. Government
Teceived infoymation supported by affidavit that Chaudhei Afzal Haq had
made very improper observations to the Deputy Superintendent of
the Borstal Institution, while he was visiting that jail, for the purposs of
Jooking after the well-being of the prisoners, His explanation was im-
vited. (4n Honourable Member : Wag the explanation asked for after his
removal from the list ?) No. Government had not then removed him from
hig position as a non.official vislitor of jails. . I undergrand that in faet,
Government never scbuelly removed him from his position a8 a
non-officiel visitor. What Government did was that, in consequence of
these allezations, they did not include his name in the fresh notification
of non.official visitors that was required to issue at the end of May.
{Rang Firoz-ud-din Khan: When was that notification of the appointment
ot non-offi ial visitors pubjished in the Gazette and what was the
date of that notification?) The nofification was I understand dated the
27th May. ~ (Shaikh Muhammad Sedig: There is the paper before me
which says that it was on the 86th . I challenge the statement, Sir.} The
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. ‘[Mr. 8. L. Sale.]. ‘ : _
notifieation was issued and what Government did wae that. psnding the
‘explanation from Chaudhri Afzel Hag, it did not include his name in the
‘ronewal notification, o

My, President: The horonrable member's time iy up.

~ Mr.C.A. H. Townsend {Financial Commissioner) : I came to this
‘fnteresting: debate this afternoon with an entirely open mind, The matter
“with which it is coneerned has nothing whatever to do with me officially
and I had not the least information abount the details, nothing more
‘than any non-official nember of this House,

Now, 8ir, T have often heard eomparisons between the Punjab and
my own coantry of Ireland. And, while closely following the speeches that
have been so eloquently and so interruptedly mdde by various speakers
while also meditating, not of caurse dozing, in my back seet, L began

- to consider what would have happened at the present state of Government
in TIreland, had a similar incident happened there es i3 under diseussion
here now. 1 can look at the question from a fairly unbiassed point
of view, because ] am a supporter of neither of the present parties in
the Irish Free State though I know a good deal of both of them, The
party at present in power in that country is: Mr. Cosgrave's: he is the
Prime Minister and leader and the opponents of his Government are headed
by Mr. De Valera, I was thinking that, supposing such an incident as has
been described to-day had happened in Ireland, sopposing that Mr.
‘Cosgrave’s party had put some members of Mr. DeValera's party in the
position of non-official visitors of jails, and supposing further thet one of
-guch visitors, a supporter of Mr.- DeValera’s party, was reported to
have behaved in the manner that Chaudhri Afral Hag is reported to have
behaved, I have no doubt whatever that Mr. Cosgrave’s government would
have taken oxactly the action, eertainly not less and possibly more, that
the Punjab Government has taken in this cage. (Honourgble Members :
We beg to differ.) Fvery one iz entitled to have his own views, even the
Government members. And in this I think, as reasonsble men (we all
-eonsider ourselves reasonable men), we should ask ourselves what would
be the proper action to take. I am sure that meny honourable members of
‘this House who have studied Shakespears and remember the passage in
“ Jutins Caesar* where Bratus says: *' We are all reasonable men.”
Weo are, of course, all reasunable men, 8ir; honoursble members of
this House have obtained a well-merited reputation for sanity in
their debates indeed in all debates sinece this Council came first info
-exigtornice ten or sleven years ago. Iask them, Sir, not to he led away
by petty considerations as to the date-of this letter on the date of that noti-
‘fication, but to consider broadly what were the duties of Government in this
madber, and {o agree with us that the Punjab Government in taking the aetion
‘that they have taken were nol only thoroeghly justified, but that, if they
had not taken such aetion, they wonld have grossly failed in their duties to
the pubHe, ' : ,

The Honourable Sir Henry Cratk (Finance Momber): Sir, one
brief point .of personal explanation: I should iike to make before I deal with
the mein subjeet of the motion. And thet is, that I hope you-did not take
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it rlunng the discnssion on the eonstifutional point that I was in any way
opposing the discassion of this motion, I entirely agree with my honourable
friend, Dr. Gokul Chand, Nerang who said that the motion was entirely in
order and of course it was open to discusgion in this House. 1 hope you
did not think for & moment that 1 was taking an opposite view.

As to the merits of the motion I feol deeply aggrieved that there should.
be any.snggestion that the department of which I am temporarily in charge
should have been thought guilty of disconrtesy or of mirmgmg ‘the pnv:]eges
of this House. Dr. Gokul Chand used the word, I think, ‘conscious or
unconscious.” All hononrable members I hope will 2equis me of auy con-
goions diseourtesy &o this Honse, If unconsciously the action of. Govern-
ment has conveyed that offect to obe ortwo members, I ean only say 1 deeply

-regret it. Tut I can assure them that the nppermost consideration in the:
mind of the Government was the necessity to be careful not to infringe the-
privileges of this House or to offend the susceptibilities of its members. It
was for that reagon that we took the action which we did. Chaudbri Afzal
Haq made cortain statements $0° Government servants which, whatever be-
the'truth or not—so far the statements have not been refuted—were of an
extremely serious character, egpecially when uttered inside a jail and to jail
officials charged with the oxtremely responsible duty of guarding a number
of desperate criminals. Befors anytbing elge wag done we required those.
officiale, though we had no reason then to doubt the truth of the statements
and indeed we have none now, to swear an affidavit before a magistrate. That
they duly did. What was our next step ? The Inspector-General of Prisons.
then wrote, under instructions from Government, asking Chandhri Afzal
Haq perfectly politely to call on him and explam certain allegations that
had been made against him, and he offered to see him at any time convenient.
to Chaudhri Afzal Haq. That letter was sent before any action was taken
to withdraw the privileges of the member of visiting the jails. It was nof
till after that letter was despatched and given a start of 24 hours that the
Inspector-General wrote—I assume full responsibility as this was also under
ingtructions from Government—to the Superintendents of the various jailg
saying that for the present Chaudhi Afzal Haq was not to be permiited to
enter jails and I still think that that action is right.

What wag Chaudbri Afzsl Haq's reply to that polite mwt&tmn to come
and see the Inspeetor-General 2 He did not reply at all for 15 days. He
then replied contemptuously refusing to eome and ses the Inspector-General
simply saying that he would not come. If Government had insisted on
its nghta, that might have closed the matter.. Government might have
said * Very well, wo gave h1m an opportunity of explaining but he rejected
it and we will do no more.’ We did not do that at all. Insfead we wrote
to him again even more politely. The Inspector-General wrote to the effect:
thet he still hoped that Chaudhri Afzal Haq would think over it and see
him. He again rejected the offer eontemptuoualy refusing to come. We
thus gave him {wo opportunitics of axplaamng these very serious &Hegat:ons
ageinat him, and I wish to make this point clear to the House that if Chandhri
Afze]l Hag ha.d explained these statements and if we had been convinged
that the allegations agsinst him were not founded on facts, we would
certainly have restored this privilege to him,
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Shaikh Muhaminad Sadig: Ee bas given an effective answer,
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He has given no answer.
Shaikh Mubammad Sadiq: Have you zead his zeply ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: I have read his reply, but he
hes only sent it to the newspapers.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : He has written a letter to His Excellency
the Governor and i that not sufficient ? You are not hlgher than the
Governor.

The Honourable Sir Henry Crailc: He wrote s lotter to the
Governor giving his version of the allegations and simulteneously
sending the letter to the Press and stating at the end of the letter
that he was separately sending his resignalion from the Couneil.-
That T cannot sccept. Tt is impossible to accept it asg an explana«
tion of the charges against him. THaving been given two oppor-
tunities to come and see the Head of the Department about these
statements, both of these he refused to avail himself of. I wish to drive this
point home to the House that his privileges as a non-official visitor would
have bhoen rostored if the Government had been gatisfied that the aecusations
were groundless. The action taken was to ‘suspend these privileges tempo-
rarily pending the explanation of the very serious charges made. T submit
that in view of the exiremely serious nature of the charges that wes the only
course which Government was justified in taking. Had we allowed this
gentleman who had given expressmn to this very dangerous sentiment or
ab least had been charged with giving expression to these dangerous senti-
ments t0 our officers, T submit that we would have failed in our duty and that
we would have teken an action enconraging, especially in these fimes of
grave tension and sirain in the jails, indiseipline and possibly mutiny, That,
Sir, is my reply to the charge of treating this House with discourtesy and
I hope honourable members will accept 1t and will realize that if they had
stood in my shoes they could not have themselves taken a different action.
Wa sugpended the privileges for the moment and we asked for his explana«
tilt;r}, but the honourable gentleman seid that he would not come and ex-
plain,

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq: No, the Honourabls Member is. wrong.
He hasno right to make wrong statemsnts.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : A member has a right to make a wrong’
statement but he can make it subject to correction (laughter).
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do complain that just when L
am trying to make an important peint I am being interrupted again and
again. It is not fair to a speaker who has an importent subject on which
to address the House that he should. be interrupted constantly
Shaikh Mubhammad Sadiq ¢ I move—
** That the question may now be put,”’

The motion was carried.

Mzr. President : The question is—
%That the Hone bo now adjournsd
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The Council divided. :

Mr. R. Sanderson.

Mr. W, 8, Dormen.

Mr. M. A. Ghanz.

Mr. H. F. Ashton. .

The Hononrable Mr. Manohar Lal.

"The Honocurable Sarder Sir Jogendra
Singh.

Mr. Alan Mitchell,

Mr. J. D. Penny.

Dr. (Mrs.) M. C. Bhave.

1R85

Ayes 89; Noes 28.

. Aves 890,
Diwan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath. | Chiaudhri Zairulla Khan.
Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang. Seyad Muhammad Husain,
" Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal. Khan Sahib Rei Shahadat Khan.
Lala Mukand Lal, Puri, Mian Mushtaq Ahmed.
Rai Behadur Lala Sewek Ram. Khan Bashadur Mian Muhammad
Pandit Nanak Chand, Hyat, Qureshi.
Lela Kesho Rem, Sekhri, Chaudhri Umar Hyat.
Lala Gopal Das. Pix Akbar Al.
Mir Magbool Mahmood, Khan Muhammad Abdullsh Khan.
Mian Ahmed Yar Khan, Daultana. | Rana Firoz-ud-Din Khan.
Chaudhri Baldeo Singh. Shaikh Abdul Ghani,
Pandit Mehar Chand. ‘Lala Chefan Ansnd. =
Khan Bahadur Khan Muhsmmad | Sardar Jawehar Singh Dhillon,
. Saifullah Khan. Sardar Buta Singh.
Bayad Mubarik Ali Shah. Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq,
Bao Bahedur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram. | Sardar Partap Singh.
. Mr, Din Mubsmmad. Sardar Harbakhsh Singh.

Mian Nuralleh. Rei Bahadur Lale Dhanpat Rai,
Chaudhri Yasin Khen, Khan Bahadur Sardar Habiballah.
Khan Bshadur Malik Muhammead | 8ardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh.

Amin Khan. 1 Sardar Blshen Bmgh

Noxs 26. . d

Colonel C. A. Gill. | The Honoumble 8ir Henry Craik.
Mr. H. Calvert. . The Honourable Ceptain Sardar
Khan Bahadur Newab Muzeffar | Sikandar Hyat Khan.

Khan. ' . Mr. C. M., G, Ogilvie.
Mr. W. R, Wilson. ‘Mr. D. J, Boyd.
Mr. C. A. H. Townsend. Mzr. 8. L. Sale.
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, | Mr. Owen Roberts.

Noon. Chaudhri Kesar Singh.

Rai Behadur Lala Rattan Chand.

Makhdumzade Sayad Muhammad
Raza Shah, Gilani.

Sardar Bahadur Ceptain Dalpat
Singh.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Fateh Singh.

Sardar Bahadur SBardar Sheo Barain
Bingh.

Mr. E. Mays Das.

The Council then adjourned till 11 a.2. on Thursday the 24th July

1930.

——t
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Statement referred lo in answer to part (¢) of slarred Question
No. 8015 (pags 85 ante).

Number Number of
Namae of Circla. of Muhammadans-
' Munshis taken. Munshis,

“Western Jumna Canel Civele 6 2
‘Sirhind Canal Cirole 7 53
Upper Bari Doab Cirole 7 p3
Lowsr Bari Doab Canal Circle e 8 4
Derajat Cirole . . - .

Lower Chenab West Omﬂe . 6 8
.Lower Chenab East Circle . e e
\{Upper Chenab Canal Circle .- L ..
:Lower Jhelum Circle . . . .o
Upper Jhelum Canal Circle 1 1
Ferozepore Canals Cirele .. o 9 &
Pakpatten Canal Circle . 11 8
Mailsi Canal Circle ‘e 9 4
Jst Bahawalpur Circle, Sutle;j V&lley 4 B

Projeet.

Total 70 82

67 PLOC~ 601 ~-22 8-30-—%GPP Lahore,

g
T



PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
5ts SESSION OF THE 8ap PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE CQUNCIL,
 Thursday, the 24h July 1980.

Teg Council met at the Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Bimle, at 11 am. of the clock, Mr, President in the cha.w.

STARBRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
TRAFFIC 0N THEE GRAND TRUNK Boan.

*3023. Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable Revanue
-Member 'be pleased o state—

(a) whether the attention of Government.has been dmw:i to the
ineonveniencs ¢aused to the cikizens of Lahore and the general:
public using the Grand Trunk Road on the occasions of big
faire or other local gathering held on the bank of the Ravi

. and Dane Park ;

{b) whetheritis a fact that ono way traffio necessitated on suoh
ocoasions koops motors and other vehieles held up on either
gide for hours ;

() whether the Government is aware that this inconvenience and
block to the traflic ean ba removed by widening the bridge on
Chota Ravi and ths other small bridge over a nullah situste
et the junction of the Cirenlar Road and the Grend Trunk
Road opposite the new Maternity Hospital ;

{d) if so, whether Government intends fo offect  these mpro?e-'
mants ? '

"The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: () Yes.

(b) Government received complaints on the subject daring Congresa
~week in Desember last.

(6) Proposale to this effect are under the consideration of Govern-
.ment,

(d} Yes, when funds are available.

Trems oN DigsTeiocr Boarp Roabps,

*3024. Chandhri Zafrulla Khan : Will ihe Honourable Minister for
‘Loeal Self-Government be pleased o state—

(1) (a) whether it is a faot that the Distzict Boards in the Punjab

plant trees on the extreme boundaries of the Distriet Board
. Toads ;

B
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(b) whether it is a fact that the shade of the trees thus planted ronders.
the adjoining lands, sometimes fo a depth of 50 feet, unfit for
euliivation ;

* (¢) whether it iz a fact that no compensaetion is paid to the owners
of such lands ;
(@) whether it is & fact that land revenue is levied on sach lands ;
(2) if the roply to any of the above be in the affirmative what steps,
if any, does Government propose to take in the matter ?
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : (1). (a) The prastice
verles aogording to the nature of the road.
() No ecomplainis have been received that the adjoining lsnd had
been rendered unfit for oultivation.
(&) Does not arise.
" {@) Probably in most cases land adjoining roads ‘13 assessed to land
revenue.
> () Does not arise,

- Raramm ‘or Drgrrior Boarp Roans. N

“3025. Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : Will the Honourablo Minister for-

. Locel Self-Government be plessed to siate—

(1) (a) whether it is & faet that for ropairing their Yoads the Distrioct
Boards in the Punjab take earth from the edjoining lands of
private owners ;

{B) whether it is » fact thet the landowners cannot and do not cultivate-
the strips of land in which bollows and cavities are caused by
removal of earth ;

(s] whether it is & fact that no compensation is paid to the zamin-.
dars for the lands thus renderad unfit for cultivation ;

(d) whether it is a fact that land rovenue is levied on such lands ;
(2) if the Yeply to any of the above be in the affirmative, what steps,.
if any, does Government propose to take in the matter ?

© The Hononrabls Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : The information asked
for by the honourable member is being collested and will be communieated:

- $0 him when available.

Brram or Canaig, MiNors AND DISTRIBUTARIES.

*3026. Chaudbri Zafrulla Khan : Will the Honourable Member for-
Revenue be pleased to state—
(1) {a) whether it is & fact that for repairing the banks of canal minors.
and distributarios and also of some canalg earth is taken from.
_ the adjacent lands of private owners ;

(b} whether it is a faet that the landowners cannot and do not cultd-
vate the strips of land in which hollows and cevities are saused.

by removal of ea.rth ;
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{¢) whether it is a faet that no eompensation is peid fo the zamin-
dars for the lands thus rendered unfif for cultivation ; "’

{d) whether it is a iact that land revenue is levied on sush lands ;

(2) if the reply to eny of the above is in the affirmative, what steps
if any, does Government propose to fake in the matter ?

. The Honcurable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan s (1) (a) Yen,
‘where spoil banks do not a:mt.

&) No.

{(¢) No. Detailed rules for the making of hurrow-plts in zamindari
lands and for payment of eompensation already- oxist.

{d) Yes.

, {2) It is considered that- the existing rules are quite smtable and suﬁ
“oiently safeguard the interests of the landowners.

TBEES ON THE Exmmuﬁ Boﬁupanms oF CaNaL DIsPRIBUTARIRS
aNp Mixoss.
*30237. Chaudhn Zafrulla Khan : Will the Honourable Member for
Revenue ba pleased to slate—

{1} (@) whether it iz & faet that the Cmml Department, plants traes
on the extreme boundaries of canal distributaries, minors,
ote. ;

(b} whether it is & fact that the shade of the trees thns planted renders
the ad_]ommg lands, sometlmea to a depth of 50 feet, unfit for
cultivation ; A

(¢) whether it is & faot that no oumpensatmn is peid to the owners.
of the lands thue rendered unfit for ealtivation ;

{d) whather it i & faot that land revenue is lovied on such lands ;
(2) if the reply to any of the above be in the affirmetive, what
if any, does Government propose to take in the matter ?
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikendar Hyat Khan: (1),
(@) Yes, generally.
(b) No case of land havmg been rendered unfit for cultivation has
been brought to the notice of the department.
{¢} Does not arise.

{d) Probably a large proportion of land in the vieinity of ecanal dis-
tributary boundaries is assessed to land revenue,

{2) No need for any spocial action appears to have been established.

SpATDARA WEAVING FAcroRY—FELEOTRIO INSTALLATION.

*3028. Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan ¢ Will the Honourable Minister for-
Education be pleased to state—
(1) (#) whether it i3 a faoct that the Shahdara Weaving Pastory-
bas got its own eleotric installation and a tube well ;

Sim

k?-'
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. {d) if so, how much olestricity is generated there and what is its cost
pet umit ? '

(2) (o) why energy required for the Weaving Fastory is-not taken
from the Lahore Blectric Supply Co. now that its power hoase
is at Shahdera ?

(6) what is the difference, if any, between the total expenditure in-
ewred under the present system and the estimato of rent
payable for consuming the same amount of energy ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (1) {a) No. .

() Does not arise.

(2} (a) It was not possible in the past to obtain energy required for the
weaving factory from the Lahore Electric Supply Company as the Shahdara
urea was not included in its area of supply. Now that this ares has been
ineluded Government is considering the desirability of obtaining energy from
the Liahore Eleotric Supply Company.

(® It iz not yet possible to give this information, but the Elestrical
Bngineer is working cut estimates of the probable cost of obtaining energy
from the Liahore Electrie Supply Company.

Spsapana WravING Faororr—USE OF WELL WATER FOR VEGBTABLES
AND FLOWEES.

%3020, Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : Will the Honourable Minister for
Hduoation be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is » faet that tho water of tube well at the Shahdara
weaving faotory is used for growing vegetables and flowers
in the eompound of the Weaving Factory ;

(&) if so, whether this use of the water of the tube well was sane-
tioned by Government ; if so, when and why ;

(¢) whether it iz nesessary to grow vegetables and flowers for running
the weaving faotory ;

(d) if not, why the tube well water is used for growing them 9

{¢) how much water i8 nsed on mainiaining the vegetable and flower
garden in the compound of the weaving factory and how
much energy i# eonsumed on pumping it ?

The Hononrablie Mr. Manohar Lal: (a) and (d) Yes, but water
is not specially pumped out of the tube well for purposes of watering vege-
tables and fiowers. The staff quarters construeted for the weaving factory
are provided with incomplete drains which are not eonnested with any waste
water-pit, The drains at present terminate in front of or besides these quar-
tors. It is this waste water which is ufilized for the vegetables and grass
plots,

{t) No.

() No.

(¢) Doen not arise as only wasie water is used for maintaining vegetables
and flowers,
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PLANTATION OF TRBES oN BoUNDARIES oF P. W. D. Roaps.
*3030. Chaudhri Zafyulla Khan : Will the Horourable Minister for
Agriculiure be pleaged to state— . .

(1) (¢) whether it i8 ® fact that the Public Works Department in
the Punjab plants trees on the extreme boundaries of the roads
meintained by it ;

() whether it is a fact that the shade of the trees thus planted renders
the adjoining lands, sometimes to & dopth of 50 feet, unfit
Jor eultivation ; .

(0) whether it is & fast that no compensation is paid to the owners
of such lands ;

(@) whether it is a fact that land revenue is levied on such lands ;
(2) if the answer to any of the above be in the affirmative, what
steps, if any, does Governmenti proposs to take in the matter ?
The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (1) (o) Not now;

(&) No cage of land having been rendered unfit for cultivation has come
to notice ;

{¢) No question of compensation arises ;
{d) Probably.
(2) No action appears to be nocessary.

P. W. D. Roaps—RErPAIRS,

*3031. Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan: Will the Honourablo Minister.
for Agriculture be pleased to state—

(1) (@) whether it is a fact that for repairing its roads the Publie
Works Department in the Punjab takes earth from the ad-
Joining lands of private owners ;

(b) whether it is a fact that the Iandowners cannot and do not culti-
vate the strips of land in which hollows and eavities are eaused
by removal of earth ;

{¢) whether it is a fact that no eompensation ig paid to the zamin-
dars for the lends thus rendered unfit for eeltivation ;

(dy whether it is a fach that land revenus is levied on such lands ;.

(2) if the reply to any of the above be in the affirmative, what steps,
if any, does Government propose to take in the matter ?

The Honourahle Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (1) (¢) Except
poasibly in the care of waste land in the hills, there iz no sach practice for
obtaining earth for repairing roads.

(b) I am not aware if land owners leave any roadside land uncultivated.

~ (¢) Arrangsments are sometimes made to obtain earth from adjoining
land in the cage of new construetion but only on payment of compensation.

(4) 1have no information whether land revenue is levied on such lands ;
{2) The question does not arise.
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meen COOMMUNIGATIONS,

- %3032, Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan: Will the Honoumble Member for
Revenne be pleased to state—
' (@) whethor he is aware that the. nl[mge—wmys n the Pun;ab ar0 Water-
© courges and nullahs rather tha.n paths end roads fit for pes-
senger or carl traffic ;
{¥) if so0, what steps does Government propose. to take to improve
- the village communications in the provines ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Kban : The
ovil referred to by the honourable member has seriously engaged the atten-.
tion of Government for some time past. The matter wag recently discussed
by the Land Rovenue Committee of the Legitlative Council and as a resalt of
their deliberations it has been referred to Gommms:onera of Divisions for
opinion.

LAND REVENUE AND ABIANA BATES.

- #3083, Sayad Mubarik Ali Shah: Will the Honoarable Bavenue
Member please state—

(a) whether the Governmeni is aware of the fact that the prices
of the produee of land hed gone very hxgh during and some
yoars after the ‘ Great War;’

{t) whether it is & fact that the assessment of the land revenue was
moatly based on’ thesé high prices in the settlement opera-
tions which took place after the Great War, and the abizno

. .. Fate wero also enhenced dum:g the same penod

(¢} whether it is & fact that the prices of the produce of land have
gradually lowered since the lest fow' yoats, and have reacheid
an nnprecedented low goale ;

{dy if so, what action Government intend to take to rehave the zanin-
dars from the high level of land revenue and abiang rates
imposed on them ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Klmn (a) Speak-
ing generelly prices went to high and ueuamom]ly to very }:ugh levela durmg
-the period in gquestion.

(®)' As to lend revenue the honoumble member is. tmamformed- In
the great majority of the distriets of the Provines the land revenue now in
foree is based on pre-war prices. The question of abiana was fully discussed
in the first non-offieial resolution of this session of this Couneil,”

: (¢) Prices have in recent years shown a distinet tendency in most cases
.40 drop from thoe lovels attained during the War.

(@) Does not erise in view of the answer to. part (Bb)."

EsoarE CHANNEL IN THE Lowss JHELUM GANAL. N

. %3034, Sayad Mubarik Al Shah : Will the Honoamble Revenue
Member, pleass state—

(a) whether it is & fact that there is an escape channel lmrnedlataly

sbove t.he head of the Massan Rajbah of the Lower Jhelum
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Canal ; and the canal authorities lot the surplus waber in
" that- channel

{%) whether it is & fact that this escape passes through tha areas -
- of the villages of Thatta-Umra, Bhalewala, Nurpur, Pipil
Bhuttian, Ahmedewals and falls mt.o the Chenab river in the
vieinity of Qila Maru ;

© {o) whether it is a faot that this escape csuses groat damage to the
; crops which come in ita way €0 the river, on account of the
abaence of regular embankments in most of these vi]lagas ;

(@) whether it iz fact that this matter has heen brought to the
notice of the authorities concerned by the zamindars on several
oecagions, but 1o step hag so far been taken to remedy this,
up to this time ;

(¢) if so, what action Government intend o take in the matter ? _
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan ¢ - () Yes.

There is an escape. Surplue water is let infto it whenever an emergency
aries, _

(] Ve
{¢) and (d) No complaints have been recsived of demage to crops
luring recent years.

{¢) Does nob arise in view of the reply above,

Pnoponncm OF MUSLIMS IN CERTAIN HONORARY POSTS IN JHANG
DisTRICT.

. *3035. - Sayad Mubarik Ali Shah: Will the Honourable Finance
Membar please state— ‘
(7) the proportion of the Muslim and non-Mnslim communities of
the Jhang distriet on population basis ;

(b) the proportion of honorary officers and posts, such as honorary
sab-regisirar, honorary magistrates, honorary - civil judges
and non-official visitors of the Jhang Distriot Jail, held by the
membery of each community ; -

{¢) if the proportion of the Muslim eommumty fells much below
its share, what are the reasons for ignoring thé services and
rights of ‘this community in the Jhang distriet, and what steps,
if any, does the Government propose to take to give f.he Mus-
lims their rightful ghare ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (o) The total population of the
distriet is 570,559 out of which 475,388 are Muslims. The propor-

fion of Muslims, ag compa.red with the total population of the dmtnct 15
B8+81 per cent. ;

(b} and {c). . The information is being collected and will ba supplied to
4he honourable member when ready. I
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SBacars or Caax No. 248, DisTrior Jnana.

*3036, Sayad Mubarik Ali Shah: Will the Honou:a.ble Revenns-
Momber please state-—

() whether the Sagals of Chak No. 246 District Jhang and of the
adjoining chaks were placed under the Criminal Tribes Aect,.
some years ago, and a punitive police post was exeated there ;

(b} whether the strength of the police originally stationed thers has:
been graduelly decreased since its establishment there, owing
to the reformation of their (the Segals’) conduet ;

(¢) whether these Sagals have represented their case to the Local
Government for the abolition of the remaining police force in
their chaks ;

(@) if so, what action Government intends to take in the matter ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Kban: The in-
formation is being collected and will be communieated o the honourable

member when received. N

RuorurrMENT oF Foor CONSTABLES IN THE JEANG DISTRIOT.

*3037. Seyad Mubarik Ali Shah: Will the Honourable Finance
Member please state—

{a) whether any foot eonstables of police have been reeruited in the-
Jhang district since January last ;

(b) whether any requisition was made by the Buperintendent of
Police, Jhang, to the Superintendent of Police, Hoshiarpur,
and some other distriets to provide him with Hindu recruits:
ag foot constables in the Jhang police ;

{¢) whether it is a fact that several Muslim youths of Jhang who-
offered to be recruited as foot constables were refused ser-
vice ;

(d) what were the special reasons for giving preference to Hindur
youths over the Muslims in a predominantly Muslim district
like Jhang ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (¢) Twenty-one, of whom three-
have since resigned.

®) No.

(c} No: those Muslim youths considered as wnsuitable were refased
service in accordance with the rules,

(@) No special preference was given to Hindu youths,

VBTERINARY ASSISTANT SvRGEoNs—M UsLIMs.

. %3038. Shaikh Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Minister for-
Agrieulture be pleased to state— .

{a} what is the perceningo of representation of the Muskim corn-
ymnity i the cadie of Vetermary Agsistant Surgeoxs (English.
courss),
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(b) whether this proportion is according to the proportion of the-
Muslim population in the provinee ;

() if not, will Govornment consider the question of filling the new
posts with Muslims #ill they find suitable representation in
the service ¢

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (s) The percentage-
of representation of the Muslim community i the cadre of Veterinary Asgist~
ant Surgeons (English Course) is 27.

(b} No.

{¢) Their claims will as heretofore be carefully considered.

"OFFICIAL RECETVER: —COMMUNAL REFRESENTATION.

*3039. Shaikh Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Home Member-
be pleased to state—
(6) what i3 the total number of official receivers in the provinee ;
{b) how many of them are Hindus and how many are Muslims ;
(¢} what are the reasoms for the obvious dlisparity of the propor-
tional representation of the two communities ;
(2) what steps are being taken to safegnard the interests of the Mus-
lims in respect of this appointment ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) 18.

(b) 10 Hindus.

2 Sikha,
1 Muslim.

(c) The present position has been the result of gradual growth extending
over a period of more than twenty years. Until recently difficulty was.
experioneed in finding lawvers who would aceept these posts, and those who-
were willing, wera in most cases Hindus.

(?) Honourable member’s attenvion is drawn to reply to part (b) of Pir
Akbar Ali's question No. 17491

WairErwoRrks AT Prwp Dapax Kuaan,

*3040. Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Will the Honourable Minister for-
Local Self-Government be pleased o state—

(o) whether the installation of water-works at Pindi Dadan Khan
has been faken in hand ;
(8) if 9o, when is the scheme likely fo be completed ? _
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: (a) Sanction for the
immediate construetion of a temporary water supply geheme to tide over the-
Present erisis was given about a month ago, and it is beliaved that construetion.
hes commenced or is about to eommense immediately.
(P} The temporary scheme should not take more than a few months to-
complete, and it is intended that this should function until the permanent
scheme is constructed.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang: When is the permanent scheme likely
to be taken in hand ?

t Pago 84 anie.
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'The Homourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : The diffisnlty about
$he permanent scheme ig that originally a scheme was worked out after a good
desl of consideration by the Urban Sanitary Board, the loeal authorities,
the Sanitary Department and the Health Depa.rtment and the scheme
wag to bring the water supply from the spring at Watli 16 miles from Pind
Dadan Khan., That schome was expecied to cost about 10 lakhs of rupees.
But the Government felt that some of our towns were unable to pay even 25
par cenﬁ of the grant, leave alone the usual 50 per cent., speecially so is the
cage in Pind Dadan Khan, a town which is so poor that it wonld have been
practically impossible for them to pay oven 25 per cent.. Therefore, we re-
quested the Superinfending Enginecr, Mr. Nanda, to try and work out a
permanent scheme which will cost not so much as the Watli scheme eithet to
(tovernment or to the municipal committes, with the regult that Mr, Nenda
and hig officors have visited the spot again and have found that the North-
Western Railway has a well which is working for saveral years at a distanoe.
of about 6-miles from Pind Dadan Khan on the bank of the River Jhelum.
They felt that if thay were to bring the water supply from a well of their own
&t that pla.ee, they would be ablo to reduce the cost to 2f lakhs, This second
scheme i8 being examined by the Urban Sanitery Board and the Sanitary
Department and when that is completed it will be carefully considered by
Government. The ongm&l water-works have been washed away recently
by the river and the engine and its room have fallen into the river. On
‘bearing this wo at once sent our Health Department officers there.

Lala Keshe Ram, Sekhri: Isitan answerora speech wh:ah is
being deliversd ?

Mr. President : Order, order. e is giving reply to a question.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang: I am very grateful to the Honouarble:
Minister, and I would reguest you to allow him to proceed.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : When we heard that
the old water-works had been washed away Ly the recent floods, we at ot.ce
gent down our staff fo work out a new scheme, The only other scheme
‘which could be worked out immediately was that the President of the Mumici-
pal Commitice allowed his own well {0 be nsed by the Sanisary Department
and Mr. Nanda worked out a zcheme which would eoss abont Rs. 28,000,
That will connect the old pipes with the new well and give them a complete
-get of now engines and machinery and everything else ot the entire eost of the
Government. The Urban Sanitary Board had at its last meeting granted
cent, per cent. grant to cover the whole of this extra exponditure and the work
i8 in the hands of the Banitary Department, and it is hoped that i will be
complated as soon ag possible. .

CONVICTIONS IN THE PUNJAR UNDRR THE Inpiax Penan (opz, THE PoLIOE
‘Aon, THE CRiMINAL T.Aw AMENDMENT AcCT AND THR Orpixaxcng or 1980,

*3041, Dr. Goku! Chand, Narang : Will the Honourable Member
for Finanes be pleaged to state the number of persons convieted in the Punjab
-since the 6th of April 1930, under section 124-A, I. P. C., the Police Act,
4he Crimina) Low Amendment Act and the various Ordinences recently
assued by His Excellency the Governor-General ?°
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'The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: -The number of persons eonvie
%ed in the Punjab, since the 6th April 1980, is— : '

(%) under seotion 124-4, I. P, C. - 7

(#3) under the Criminal Law Amendment Act .. 72
(1%) under the various Ordinances . 676

{#v) under the Police Aot . Not known

Orrrorrs IN Manpt HypRo-ELECTRIO DEPARTMENT.

¥3042. Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Will the Honourable Minister for
Agriculture be pleaged to state the names of persons employed in thé Mandi
Hydro-Tleetric Department drawing more than Rs. 800 per mengem to-
gether with the details of the chargos held by them ? .

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: I cannot say ¢ill T
hear from the authority coneerned who has been requosted to supply the
necessary information.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : The Honourable Minister promised to
8end a reply to a question which was put in 1929, T think it was July 1929,
end 1am still waiting for that reply, and I hope that would not be the fate of
the answer to this question.

_ The Homourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: 1 am rather sur-
prised fo hear that. The honourable member could havoe writfen to me
and enquired about it.

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: May I request the Honourablo Minister
to gend an answer to my questions before the dissolution of the Counei,
that is, 818t Auguat 1980 ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : The answer will be
given before the dissolntion,

————p—

Paumrurwr oF Mr, M, (!, Buanua, Ponjap IRRIGATION DEPARTMSNT.

*3043. Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Will the Honourable Minister
for Agnienlture be pleased to state—- ) .
(1) whether a pamphlet publithed by Mr. M. C. Sharma, 2.D.0.,
Irrigation Depattment, Punjab, has been brought to his
notice ; _
() if so, whether the allegations made therein are correct ; _

- {¢) if not, what steps does tho Homourable Minister propose to take
to confradict the allagations, if any, which according to him
are not correct ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (o) No pamphlet

published by Mr. M. C. Sharma, 8. D. 0., Irrigation Department, has come
_ %o notice. R
(%) and {¢). Do not arige,
Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang: Has it come to the ndtice of the
Honourable Minister ¢ . "
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The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: I have road some
papers.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : What is the difference . between the
Honourable Minigter for Agrioulture and the Government ¢

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra S The Minister with
the Governor makes the Govarnmen{ ingh ¢

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang ¢+ Heas the pamphlat not heen brought.
to the notice of the Governor ?

. 'tm Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: I am not aware
of it. ,

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : If it hag come fo the notice of the-
Ministor, then (b} and (¢} do arise.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: If the honourable
member would like to have my personal reply to () and (6), I have no
hesitetion in mentioning that Mr. Sharma presented his case to the Mandi
Enquiry Committes and the report of the Mandi Enquiry Committee is out..

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: This pamphlst came out after the Mandi
Report came out.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : The matier in this
pamphlet is identical with the evidence which Mr. Sharma gave befors the.
Exnquiry Committee.

b Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Will it be circulated amongsi the mem--
ers ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : It is in the Library-
of the Honse.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : Why should it not be cireulated to the
members ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : According to the
usnal practics the report has been placed in the Library and any member:
who wants to have that raport can haveit,

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang ¢ That is not the usual practice, with due-
deference to the Honourable Minister. Whenever any document of im-
portance is published by Government it is a8 a rule eirculated to the members.
of the House.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singhz If the members of
the House desire, I shall have no objeetion in cireulating the report of the
Mandi Enqoiry Committee at the earliest possible moment to the membars,
in ease copies are available.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri ¢ If it is not available, it should be repnb-
lished and eireulated.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: Very well.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : When this Engniry Committee was in-
stituted the Chair gave a suggestion or an order to the effest that the Enquiry
Committee report ehall be circulated amongst the members of the Couneil.
If it had been cir¢ulated, we would have been able to disouss it in $his
session. Now the Council is deprived of discussing this Enquiry Committes
Yeport. ’
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The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : The summary of
the report was published in the Gazette which was circulated to all members,
and the fall vaport was placed in the Library.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Isit a fact that an order for goods
worth a crore and-a-half waa placed affer the Committee had been ap-
pointed and before this report was published ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : Does that arize oud
of the question ?

Mr. President : It is for the Honourable Minigter to say that he requires
notioe,

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : I require nofiee
of this question.

My. H. F. Ashton : Is i 2 fact that Mr. Sharma has published & pam-
phiet ?

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Has not the honourable member, being
the Chief Engineer, received a capy of that pamphlet ?

Mr. H. F. Ashton : I have recsived no eopy of the pamphtet.

Buagra Dam ScHEME,

*3044. Dr.Gokul Chand, Narang : Will the Honourable the Revanue
Member be pleased to state—

(@) whether eny action has been {aken to take in hand the work
of the construction of Bhakra Dam ;

(b) it not, will Government bo pleased to state when it is Likely to
take up this work ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (¢} The
construetion of the Bhakra Dam cannot be taken in hand wntil the project

has received the sanction of competent authority, to whom it will be forwarded
when ready.

{b) Government is unsble at present to estimate the date when con-
struction will eormmence,

SUPPLY oF UNIFORM TO CHAUKIDARS BY GOVERNMENT.

*3045. Chaudhri Ram Singh : With reference to the answer to sup-
plementary question to starred question No. 20008 put by me on 8th Mareh,
1980, will the Honourable Member for Revenue be pleased to atate the resuld
of enquiries made by Government ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: It is
regrotted that enquiries are not yet eomplete. A reply will be communi-
cated to the honourable member in due course.

Damaicn oF (pore—CONCHRSIONS TO ZAMINDARS OF KLANGRA DISTRIOT,

*3046. Chaudhri Ram Singh ;: With reference to the answer to starred
qusstion No. 2783 put by me on 6th December 1929, will the Honourable
Member for Revenue be pleased to state the nature of congessions given to

1 Vol. XV, pages 379879,
1 Vol, XIV, pages 705-706.
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qCh. Ram Singh.]

“those zamindars of the Kangra district, whose creps were badly damaged as.
the result of hailstorms, giving details of the concessions tahsilwise ?

. .. -The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: The
following statement shows the remissions of land revenue allowed to zamin

dars whose crops were damaged by hailstorms. No other concessions were
allowed :— '

Tahsil. Khalsa. Assignod.

‘ Bs. a. » Rs. a. r
‘Kaugra . . Ll 7916 9 9 1,698 3 6.
Norpur . - 282 0. 0 18 0 0
Palampur .. .. el 206 T 4 .

Kala ‘e . 28 6 9 | 6 8 6
, Dehra . .. .+ | No remisgions allowed.

: Damage inconsiderable.
T_otal - 8888 710 - 1,547 12 0

Lanp Bevenus Rares v KaNeRA DISTRIOT,

*3047. Chaudhri Ram Sipgh : Will the Honoursble Member for
Bevenue be pleased to state—

(@) whethér it is a fact that the lasi settlement of Kangra distriet
took place in 1917-18 when the prices of foodstuffs had risen
as o result of the Great War ;

(b) whether it is a fact thet the prices of foodstuffs have now fallen
to & very large extent ;

(¢) it so, do Governmenf propose to reduce the land vovenue rates
in Kengre distriet ? If not, why ? )

.~ ‘The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (a} The
eurrent settlement of the Kangra district was carried out between the yoars:
1912-18. This period inoludes the period of the Grest War.

(b) Yes, if by * now’ is meant the present year.

(¢) No, a8 there are no velid grounds to do so. The prices assumed
for assessment purposes wers not the high prices of foodsiuifs that were
prevalentd uring the period of War, but they were based on an average of the
prices that were current during the period of the previous settlement, i.e.,
prior to the years 1912~18, in aecordance with the instructions on this matter-
laid down in paragraphs $81-887 read with Appendix XI of the Ssttlement.
Menual :
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(RANT OF BQUARES TO ZAMINDARS IN KANGRA DISTRIOT.

*3M8. Chaudhri Ram Singh : Will the Honourable Member for

“Bevenue be pleased fo state—
(@) the number of squares of land granied to each one of the zamindars
of Kangra district whose land wes aequired in eonnection
. with the construction of the Kangra Vallsy Railway ; _
(b) the names of such recipients and the details of suck grants ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikendar Hyat Kham: The
arees granied to the zamindars of Kangra distriet whose lend wes asquired
g connection with the construction of the Ka.ngm Valley Railway are as

llows :—

Name of gramtee, Area regerved.
o A, K M
Lachhi S8shai .. .e .. 16 6 i8
‘Moti Lal and others .. .. .. 19 0 0
Amir Chand and others .o Cea i1 0 0
Kishan Lal .. .- e 29 0 0
Kesho Baan 16 g 12

They have agreed to ta,ke poesesaion in September next,
They ere paying full market value for the land so allotied.

Errpor oF Tas BEaERA DAM ON THE LEVEL OF WATHR IN THB INDUS,

~ *3049. Rao Bahadur Chaudbri Chhotu Ram : Will the Honour-
sble Member for Revennue kindly state—

(@) whether the Committeo of Superintending Engineers ~appointed
to examine the effont (if any) of the Bhakra Dam on the levek
of water in the Indus and on the supply of water for the inun.
dation canale of Bind has submitted its report ; ’

(®) if the report hag been submitted whether tha Government has
any objection to & copy of it being placed on the table of the
House ;

(o) if the report has not been submitted yet, when it is expected to-
be ready ? :

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (4) No.
() Does not arise.
{¢) It is hoped that the report will ba ready in Qstober next.

Hmou AGRICULTURISTS IN TEN BDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
*3050. Rao Bohadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram : Will the Honourable-
Minister for Edueation kindly state—
(@) the names of two of the senior most Hindu agriculturisis (statu-
tory) serving in Rs. 140—190 or Rs. 200—250 grade of the
Subordinete Educational Service (Anglo-Vernacular sec-
tion) ;
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JR. B. Ch. Chhotu Ram]. . :

(%) the names of four of the juniormest Hindu non-agriculturists
who hold the post of Distrist Inspector of Schools whether
in permanent or in an officiating capsacity ;

{¢) how. the two gentlomen referred fo in () compare with the four

: gentlemen reforrsd to in (b) in point of their length of service
and their actual salaries 2 '
The Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal: (a), (%), (). The statement
-giving the required information i laid on the table—

Nome of 4
Name of 2 ﬁjt;né:rmost
sepiormost non-
statntory . B ;)gteaf Pregent| egrioultur. . ?&Wd Prem;nt
agriculturists | Designation Goﬂmiﬂsw pay per| ists hold- nnawgtion oimng | pa,
“in the grade of sorvios. | month.| ing the -1 Govt, p:g
Ra. 200—250 A post of Bervice, | month.
8.E.8,A.V. District
Section, Inspoctor.

<Ch. Pran Neth | D. L, Kernal| 17-3-19%8 | Ra. 280 | L, SBarup D, I 1-6-24 |Ra, 220

p.m. Singh. Bohmk’ : p.m,
"Th, RemaNandf He a & 14.1921 | Re.230| Pt Muri | D, I, ] 1-4-12 | Ra, 220
Singh. Master, G. Pp. m. Dhar, dJullun- p.m.
H.g., Sjn.ﬁ;, dur,
an . -
D. I., Gur-

geon.

-

L. Prebbu( D. L, |18-11-12 [Rs. 219
Diyal. Anbels, p.m.

Ch. Jhanda | D, I., |10-11.15 |Rs. 160
Lal, Bimla.

Traxur Ramanand Swver or Govannuant Hier Sowoor, Simea.

*3051. Rao Bahadur Chaudhxi Chhotu Ram : Will the Honourable
-Minister for Education kindly state—

(¢) what is the length of service of Thakur Ramanand Singh, Head-
master of Government High School at Sirsa, and what is the
actual salary which he is receiving at present ;

{#) how many of the Hindu District Inspectors of Sehools in the
Provines are statutory agriculturists ;

(¢) the reasons which prevented the selection of Thekur Ramanand
Singh for the post of District Inspeetor ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (2} (1) Nine years and three

~montha.
(2) Rs. 280 per mpnsem.
(®) One (i.e., Ch. Pran Nath).

{¢) Does not arise as Th. Ramanand Singh has already {been appoint-
ed to officiate 28 Digtrict Inspeetor of Schools, Gurgaon.
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SELECTION OF RURAL AREAS, AMBATA DIVISION, FOR INTRODUOTION OF
VOLUNTARY QOMPULSION, _
. *3052. Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram : Will the Honourable
Minigter for Education kindly state—

(@) the total number of rursl areas which have so far been selectod
for the introduction of voluntery compulsion in the Ambale
divigion ;

(8) the vamey of any four typiesl rural areas in each of the districts
of the Ambala division, the population of school-going age in
each of these aroas, and the number of scholars actually on
the rolls of each of the schools serving these areas ?

IQBOThe Honourable My, Manohar Lal : (2) 994 up to the end of March,

(b) Information is being collected and will be supplied to the honour-
abls member when ready.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANRWERS.

ArRrEST AND TRIAL OF Caprain J, N, Lurara, MEDIOAL PRACTITIONER,
Lanorz.

1774. Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Will the Honourable Member for
Finance be pleased to state—

(@) whether it iz a fact that at the end of the year 1926 Captai®
J. N. Luthra, M.B., B.S., Medical Practitionor, Lahore, was
arrested and a case was started against him under Bection 409,
and Section 477-A, L P. C.;

(By whether it is a fact that certain important doeuments were kept
back by those in charge of the investigation of the case, and
that if those documents had been brought to the notice of the
Government, the Governmeni might not have prosecuted
Captain J. N. Luthre ; )

{¢) whether it is a faet that Capéain J. N. Luthra was acquitted
of the charge under Hection 477-A by Mr. A, Esar and of the
second charge by the High Court;

{d) whether it ig & fact that the trial lasted for about 2} years;

{e) whether any representations were made by Captain J. N.
Luthra to the Government for compensation for wrongful
prosecution involving a great deal of expense, worry, trouble
and disgrace ;

(fy if so, what action has the Government taken on Captain Luthra's
repregentations ?

‘The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes.

(b) There is no foundation whatever for this suggestion. On the con-
frary the documents available were all carefully examined.

{¢) Yes.

{d) The case remained sub judiee for about 2 years.

(e) Yes.

(f) His petition was rejected.
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REPEESENTATION. oF MozaANG RATE-PAYERS' ABSOCIATION AGAINST
DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL WARDS, LaEoRE.

- 1775. Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal: Will the Honourable Minister-

for Local Seli-Goverhment please state—

' (4) whether the -Government is aware that the distribution of
Lahore Municipal Wards propesed in the Notification
No. 9225, dated 17th March 1980, has caused dissatisfaction:
on account of its inequality of vofing strength and unequal
geographiec division ; - '

(%) whether it is a fact that the Ratepayers’ Association, Mozang,.

Lahore, and the residents of civil Muslim wards Nos. 8 and 9
have submitted a representation to Government ageinst the:
proposed division of their wards;

(#4) whether it is a fact that the whole case along with the objectione-
was sent by the Local Self-Government to the Deputy Com--
misgioner, Lahore, for report who has not given consideration
t0 the objection raised by the electors ;

(i) if the answer to the above be in the affirmeative, what action.
Government intend to take in the matter?

The Honcurable Malik Firoz Kkan, Noon : (i) Certain objections.
have been recsived in regard to some of the wards.

(@) Yes.

(4#) and (iv) Local officers were asked to report and an interim report
was received from the Deputy Commissioner who has now been asked to
submit & finel report on all the cbjections received,

TUuNNBLLING WORE oN SuNpays INManxp1 Hypro-Ermorrio Works.

1776. Lala Gopal Das : Will ike Honourable Minister for Agricul-
ture kindly state— ,

{a) whether it is & fact that the labour employed at present in tunnel-
ling the xock in conmection with the Mandi Electric Workes,.
works oven on Sundays; if so, does Government pay them.
extra weges for Sundays, or do they intend to compemsate
them later on at the eompletion of the works ;

(%) how long it will take to complete the tannel ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (a) Yes-
the Iabour works on Sundays and their wages are calculated accordingly.
They are ellowed off, however, on their religious festivals.

@) Aboub two years,

Aorion oN Uxemrproymewt CommrrTer's REPORT.

1777. Lala Gopal Das: Will the Chieof Secretary kindly state
whether the Government has taken or intend to take any action on the
Report of the Committee eppointed by Government to enguire into the

auses of wnemployment among educated people; and if so, what is
13he nature of such action ? ' '
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Mr. D. J. Boeyd: The action which the Government have
faken or intend to take on the report of the committee appointed
“to enquire into the causes of unemployment among edueatod people will
be found in their Resolntion No. 17409 (FHome-General), dated 19th May
1980, which was published in the Punjab Government Gazeite of the 28rd
May 1930.

Haverian IrrriaatioNn ProisoT.

1778. Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable the Revenue Member
kindly state at what stage the Havelian Project of Trrigation works is at
present and whether the Government have sent up the gecheme for sanetion
to the Government of India and Secretary of State for India ; if not, when
it i9 likely to be sent up ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : The
Haveli Project i at present under examination and revision, for which
purpose an officer on special duty has been attached to the Chief Engineer ;
it ig hoped that the project will be ready for submission to the Government
of India next ecold weather.

-

BMaster Tara BineH, Vion-PRESIDENT, SHROMANI GURDWARA
Parpanpuar CoMMITIBE.
1779. Sardar Bishan Singh: Will the Honourable Member for
Finance be pleased fo state—
(@) the date on which Master Tara Singh, Vme-Premdent Shromeni

Gurdwara Parbhandak Committes was arrested ;
(b) the offence for which he weds arrested ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : () 12th May 1980.

() He was arrested under section 90, Criminal Proecedure Code, for
having disobeyed a summons to appear in Court.

Grani EAnTir SINGHR'S 0ASR AND NOTIOE BERVED ON MasTeER Tira
HmeH.

1780. Sardar Bisken Singh: Will the Honourable Member for
Finanece be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is a fact that Giani Kartar Singh, accused, gave up
, Master Tara Bingh's evidence when he was taken to Lyallpur
- after hie arrest; -

(b) if the reply to (a) be in the affirmative whether it is a fact that
he was detained by the trying magistrate ;

{¢} whether such defention is lsgel, and, if so, will the Government
kindly state the authority ;

(d) whether it is o fact that Master Tara Singh was served with a
notice to show eamge why he should not be prosecuted for
disobeying the summons of the court;

{¢) if the zeply to (d) be in the affirmative, whe{;her it 38 a fact that
this notice was served after Ma.star Tare Bingh had been

given up by Giani Kartar Singh, accused, as his defence
witness ?

o
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The Homourable Sir Henry Craik : It is regretted that the answer -
to this question is not ready. It will be communicated to the honourable
member when ready. .

Exrourive anp Porren OrrFrongs 1N GureaoN DIBTRICT AND PROOEED-
INGs UxpER Sporiow 107, Crimixarn Prooupurs Coba.

- 1781. Lala Joti Parshad: Will the Honourable Finanea Member
“please state the number and names of the executive and police officers in
Gurgaon district headguarters in April 1980 when the procesdings against
the Hindus and Muhemmadans of Jharsa were taken under seetion 107,
Crimmnal Procedure Code.

The Homourable Sir Hemry Craik : There were 7 executive offi«
cors and 3 police officers stationed at the headquarters of the Gurgaon Dis-
trict about the middle of April 1980. It is not the praetice of Government
to give names.

Poricm OFFICERS INVESTIGATING GURGAON DISTURBANOES.

1782. Lala Joti Parshad: Will the Honourable Finance Member
ploase state the exact number of Hindu, Mussalman, Christian and Sikh
officars of police of the following ranks who have taken part or are now
taking part in the investigations of the ¢cases in connection with the Gurgaon
digturbances of April-May 1930 :— )

(8} Deputy Superintendent, of Police ;
{5) Inspectors of Police ;

(¢) Sub-Inspectars of Police ;

(d) Head Constables ?

The Homourable Sir Henry Craik: (a) One Muhammsdan and
one Sikh.

() One Muhammadan.

(s) Four Muhammadans and one Christian.

(@) Three Muhammadans, one Hindu and one 8ikh.

Darention oF Maister Tara Smwax,

1783. Sardar Bishan Singh: Will the Honourable Member for
TFinanco be ploased to state—

(@) whether it is & fact that the magistrate trying the case against

( Master Tara Singh in Lyallpur had already drefted a com-
pleint and taken it to the jail when Master Tara Singh’s
ovidence was recorded and before he was asked to show cause
why he should not be prosecuted for disobeying the summons
of the coart ? '

(b) whether it is a fact that‘M&ster Tara Singh’s Counsel had shown
to the magistrate the illegality of Master Tare Singh's defen-
tiem; . .
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{¢) whether it is a fact that though Master Tara Singh was detained,.
yet his detention being considered illegal, another magistrate
was sent for afier 4 p. M. to take cognisance of the gomplaint.
in order to give colonr of legality to such detention ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Cragk : I rogret thai the answer to
this question is not ready. It wﬂl be communicated to the honourable
member when ready.

CASUALTIES IN THE (GURGAON DISTUREANOCES.

1784, Lala Joti Parshad : Will the Honourable Finanes Member
please lay & statement on the table showing number of—

(¢) Non-officiels Muhammadans ;
(#) Muhammadan (Government servants ;
{(#i%) Non-official Hindus and Hindu Government servants injured
during the disturbances of 11th May 1980 at Gurgaon ?
Nature of injuries may also kindly be stated.
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : {§) Nil -
() Bix Muhammadan fcot constables.
(%) Eight Hindu non-officials. No Hindu Government servants.
The injuries were all simple. -

ALLEGED WRONGFUL DETENTION oF MASTER TaRs JINGH AND NOTIOE
CLAIMING DAMAGES,
1785. Sardar Bishan Singh: Will the Honoursble Member for
Finance be pleased to state—
() whether it is a fact that Master Tars Singh, Vice-President
Bhromani Gurdwara Parbendhek Committes has served the
Secretary of State for India in Couneil with a notice claiming
Rs. 15,000 damages for wrongful detention by order of a
magistrate in Lyallpor;
(b) has the Government given any reply to that notice, if not why
not ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (o) Yes.
{b) No : because no reply was considered necessery.

SiEr REPRESENTATION IN THE PoLic oADRE,

1786. Sarda: Bishan Singh: Will the Honoureble Member for
Finance be pleased fo state how many appomtments of -the total of about
eighty appomtments of the provineial (Punjab) police’ cadre are held by
the Sikhs and by the rule of recognised percentage by how many eppoint-
ments are Sikhe still short ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Cratk : The Honourable Member's
attention is drawn to the reply given to question No. 2075* (starred).t

t Page @ ante,
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Jar Zaurwpaz S1xEs v Pouion SERVICE.

1787. Sardar Bishan Singh: Will the Honourable Member for
Pinance be pleased to stale whether the attention of the Government has
been drawn to the fact that very few appointménts in the higher police
wervice are held by Jat zemindar Sikhs ? ' .

- Ths Honourable Sir Henry Craik: The Homnourable Member's
attention is drewn to the reply given to question No. 2975 (starred).

APPOINTMENT OF A QUALIFIED JaT SIkE IN Porica SERVICOE,

1788. Sardar Bishan Singh: Will the Honoarable Momber
Finance be pleased to stete— : '

(6) whother it is a fact that of the Jat zamindars of the Punjab,
both Sikh and Muslim, there is & Jat Sikh who has qualfied
for the Indian Police Service in the e¢ompetitive examination
of 1929 ;

{b) if so, whether the Government have considered the claims of
such & person for an appointment in the Provineial Polico
Bervice ; _

(¢) if not, whether his elaim will ba considerad ab the next selection ?

The Honourable Sivx Henry Craik: (), (¢) and {¢). The atten-
‘tion of the honourable member is invited to the answer given to Couneil

“Question No, 2976 (starred).?

GIFT OF LAND AS REWABRD GRANT,

- 1789. Rao Bahadur Chandhri Chhotiz: Ram : Will the Honourable
Mombeor for Revenue kindly state—

(a) the total amount of land given away thig year in reward grants ;
(%) the amount of land which fell to the share of each distriet ¢

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (1)
518 squares in the Pir Mahal Area in the Lower Chenab Canal Colony ;
86 rectangles in the Renala Lift Area, in the Lower Bari Doab Canal Colony.

- {(b) A statement showing the amont of land which fell to the share of.

‘each distriot in oivil non-officiel reward grants is laid on the table,

STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMEBER OF SQUARES AND RECTANGLES
ALLOTTED TQ EACH DISTRICT AS NON-OFFICIAL REWARD GRANTS.

Diatrict, Squeres, ~ Rectangles. Division.

Hissar LX] 25
Rohiak . 15
Qurgaon . ‘: - lg :. Ambala,
Ambala o . 11 .
Bimla

' Total . 78

g

3 Page 0 anis.



UNSTARRRD QUERTIONE AND ANSWHRS.

169

 Distriot, 8quares, Ractangles. Division,

Kangra . . 12 . N
W . . . 28 1
Fullondur .. . . 27 . Hlllhnd_w.
Ladhisna .. . .- 22 .
:Fempwe . . 23 . J

Total e 112 - 1
‘Lahare . . . a7 7
Amriteer .. “ a 42 .
Gurdaspur .. . - fls 3  Lahops,
Tialkot . an 23 !_0
GQujrapwals .. . . 18
Bheikhupura.. e g 10 8

Total s 162 19
Cujrat .. - . 16 . ]
‘Bhahpur - 18 .
Jhelam - s e 18 ‘e LBawnIphdi.
Rewalpind .. s . 28 .
" Aftook . . . 13 .
Misnwelf .. ; . . 12 . - J l

Total 102 .
Montgomery .. . 14 * 2 )
Lyellpor .. . . 22 .
Jhang . .. 5 '
Mnultan .. e . 3 'LMhm
Wagaffargarh . . 14 )
Ders Ghazi Ehan . . 4

Total . 83 18

Grawp Torat . 518 a6
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ZILLADARS.

1790, - Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram: Will the Honourable
Member for Revenue kindly lay on the table of the House a statement.
showing—

" (a) the name, tribe, educational qualifications and district of resi-
“dence of each of the candidates recommended by various
Superintending Engineers for appomtmant Y zillada.r by
promotion lagt year ;

{b) the same perticalars as in (#) with.regard to candidates recom-
mendad for direct appointment as zilladars last year;

(6) the names of those who were actaally selected for the post of
- gilladar-under either head ; .

(@) which of the candidates recommended had family war services
to their eredit ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : Owing
to the labour involved and references required the information capnot be-
compiled in time but will be supphed ag soon ag possible,

Cramus oF Bmar Huxam CEanD scamwer Kuan Bamapur Sampar
Dy MuraMmMap KHAN oF CroTL.

1791. Malik Khan Muhammad Khan, Wagha :* Wil the Honourable
Revenne Member be pleased to state—

(@) the date on which the estate of Khan Bahadur S8ardar Din Mu-

hammad Khan of Choti, Distriet Dera, Gbazi Khan, was
placed under the Court of Wards ; '

(b) the totel amount of debt owed by-the said-Sardar at the time
when his estate was placed under the Court of Wards ;

' (¢) the names of creditors, who gave, notice to the Deputy Commis
gioner, Dera Ghazi Khan Distrieg, for the Trecovery of their
debts, and whether an enguiry.wag held in regard to the
validity of these notices of debts ;

(d) whether it is & fact that Bhai Hukam Chand of Ders Ghazi

Khan slso gave noties for the reeovery of his debt; if so,
what was the tofal smount due. to him ;.

(¢) whether any vakil was consulted with regmrd to. the notioe
- given by Bhai Hokam Chand ;

(f) whether it is a fact that the vekil consnlted in regard to the said
notice opined that the creditor - wee mot entifled to recover
his debt through a civil court inesmuch as the pro-note was:
not valid and a certain portion-of the debt was fime-barred ;

{g) whether it is a faet that notwithstanding this opinion the whole-

of the debt due to Bhai Hukam Chand was recognised by
the Court of Wards ; if so, why ;

(%) whether it is a fact that Khen Bahadur Sardar Din Muhemmad

Khan has all along been protesting egainst the recognition:
oi Huksm Oha.nd s debt ;
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() whether Government is prepared to make up the loss sustained
by the said Sardar owing to the recognition of Bhai Hukam:
Chand’s debt ? I not, why ¢ -

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (a)
June 29th, 1925.

() Rs. 1,18,718.

(e); (@, (@, () (g) and (h) The horiourable member is referred to the-
.provisions of sections 53 and 88 of the Court of Wards Act. Under section
58 investigation into debits by the Deputy Commisgioner is expressly de-
clared to be a * judicial proceeding,” while section 83 bars any appeal
against orders of the Deputy Comimissioners in dealing with debis, Govern-
ment therefore consider that no useful purpose will be served in collecting-
the information,

(%) Does not arise.

ARTI0LE.IN * WeRELY TUFAN 7 OF LYALLPUR.

1792, Lala Chetan Anand: Wlll the Honourable Member for
Finance be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Government’s attention has been drawn to an
articlo headed * Jaranwale men Hindu nazninon ks julus ™
published in the ‘' Weekly Tufan’ of Lyallpur, dated the-
81st May 1980 ;

(® whether the Hindus and Muhammadans condemned this artiele
in a joint meeting at Lyallpur;

{¢) whether any repregontation was made to the Government by the
‘Beeretary, Traders Committee, Punjab (H. 0.), Lyallpur, in
connection with this article ;

{d) what action has been taken by the Government with regard fo-
this article ageinst the printer and publisher of the paper ?

. If not, why not ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes.
() The Government have no information.
(6} Yes,

(d) No action was taken because it was not clear that the srticle fell
within the deseription of section 4 of the Indian Press Ordinance, 1980,

ComprarNT acarngr Sus-INgpEOTOR OF PoLrom, Marwsi.

.- 1793. Lala Chetan Anand: Will" the Honoura.ble Member for-
Finance be ploased to state—
(@) whether in- tahsil Mailsi of Multan distriet one Mst. Sita Bai.
was firod upon and report was made at the Mailsi-Thane
about the oceurrence ;

(b) whether the sub-inspaetor in charge of the thans made investiga-
~ tion and reported agsinst the husband of the assailed as
the culprit and {ook him into eustody and foreed him to con-

feas his guilt ;
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(6) whether the said sab-inspector wrongly recorded in the statement
of the assailed that it wes her hushend who hed fired upon
her and not the accused Ata Muhammed Khan and thus fried
to shield the actual culprit;

(4) whether a eomplaint was made against the sub-mspeotor and
Superintendent, Police, Deputy Superintendent, Police and
an Inspestor of Police went to the spot to make personal
enquiry and arrived at the truth and challaned Ata Muham-
mad Ehan, a big zamindar of the place; _

(¢} whether it is » fact that the said sccnsed was committed to ses-
gions and then convisted by BSessions Judge of Multan, and
the eonviction was apheld by the High Court ;

{f) what punishment has been gwen to the.sub-inspector in ques-
tion ;

(9) whother the pumishment is commensurate with the gravity of
the wrong eommitied by the said sub-inspector ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: The informetion is being
<oollested and will be communicated to the honourable member when

Teady.

ATIBGED USE OF LATAIY BY POLICE ON THE PUBLIO OF MULTAN,

1794. Lala Chetan Anand : Will the Honourable Member for
Finanee be pleased o state—

{(a) whether it has come to the notice of the Government that the
police used athis freely on the publiz of Multan on 1he 24th
May 1980, evon the shopkeapers sitting in their shops peace-
folly and passers by wore not spared ;

(6) whether one of the injured who was an innocent passer-by sue-
cumbed to the injuries the same night ;

(6) whether it is & fact that a child of 7 years also received injuries
from the police lathis ;

(d) what was the causo of using foree by the police ;

{e) whether it is a fact that the Hindu-Muslim Panchayat of Multan
{a non-political hody) sent a telegram to the Deputy Com-
misgioner and Commissioner of Multan to. have an enquiry
made into this incident ;

(f} has any action been taken on $his incident by the Gowernment :
if go, what ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (s) and (d) On the evening of
4he 24th May ¢ procsssion carrying & Congross flag was taken out in the
“Haram Gate Bazar of Maltan City in defisnce of an order issued by the
‘Distriet Megistrate under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. A small
aquad of pohea, under 8 Deputy Superintendent, proceeded to the spot.
The processionists, and the considerable erowd which had gathered, adopted
o defiant sttitude and were finally dlapersed by & lathi cherge after warning

s
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duly given. The force used was directed exclusively against the defiant
orowd ;

(b) Ono man injured in the dispersal died in the Multan Civil Hospital
during the following night. A posi-mortem examination, and a magisterial
enquiry under section 176, Criminal Procedure Code, revealed that the canse

©f death was a single blow on the head ;

(¢) One small boy received slight injuries in the course of the dispersal.
Tt cannot be said whether these were caused by & pohee lathi or were the
‘regult of josthing in the erowd, The nature of the injuries did not suggest
that they wers caused by a laths blow ;

(¢} Telograms of the kind described wara reseived by the Commissioner
and the Deputy Commissioner from the so-called ““ Hindu-Muslim Pan-
<chayat " ; 7§ _

(f) A magisterial enquiry wag held, ag explained in the reply to part (b)
of the question. :

MerTing of Marnar Mary Ling Divisron Canal ApvisoRy COMMITTER,

1795. Lala Chetan Anand: Will the Honourable Momber for
Revonue bo pleasad to state—

(6) whether it is a fact that under the rules ordinarily meetings of
the Divisional Canal Advisory Committee should be held
quarterly but at least two meetings in a year must be held
one in February and the other in Oectober ;

{b) whether it is a fact that the first meeting of the Mailsi Main
Line Division Cenal Advisory Coramitéee on the Sutlej Vallay
Project was held on 18th May 1929, and the sccond on 14th
April 1980 ;

{¢) Tf go, will the Honourable Member give any reasons for mon-
observance of the rules by the Divisional officers ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (a) Yes.

{b) Yes.

(¢} The Advisory Committee of the Mailsi Division was constituted
under the new rules im March 1929 thus no meeting was possible in Feb-
Tuary 1929. At the meeting held on 18th May 1929, no demand was re-
‘oeived from the non-official members for holding quarterly meetings and
henca no necessity was felt for doing so. Another mesting in Oetober
1929 or afterwards during the year 1929 was not possible due to the transfer
of Executive Engineers.

CoNvierioNs UNDER CRIMINAL PROOEDURE CODE AND THE OBDINAHOES,
MyLTAN DIVISION.

1796. Lala Chetan Anand: Will the Honomable Member for
Pinanes be pleaged to state—

{s) the number of persons sentencad in Multan division under seetion

124-A, 144/188, 1, P. C,, and section 108 Criminsl Procedure

Code, and under different Ordinances from 18t January 1980

to fhe end of June 1980 ; ‘
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{b) how many out of these persons ha?e heen pla.cod in “ A ” c]ass-;
and how many in “ B * class ;

(6) whether the Government has fixed any criteria for these grades ;

{d) whother it is not o fact that a lawyer of Maltan who is an ex-
Member of the Legislative Council also and another lawyer
of that plaee who 18 2[s0 & Municipal Commissioner of Multan
have been given * B ™ class ; )

{¢) whether it is a fact that persons convieted for failing to give-
gecurity under gection 108, Criminal Procedure Code, are
handeuffed and fettered while being ‘trensferred from one-
jail to another ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: The information asked

for -by the honourable member is being collected and will be supplied to-
him ag soon as it is roady,

SueRrmTENDENT, DEPUTY (oMMISsioNER'S OFFioR, MIANWALL

1797. Khan Bahadur Khan Muhammad Saifullah Khan: (a)
Will the Honourable the Revenue Member be pleased to state. -
whether Government is awere that the people of Mianwali
inclading notables of the disixict made several coniplaints:
orally and in writing againgt the present Superintendent of the
Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Mianwali, to the Commmsmner,.
Rawalpindi Division, when that Officer visited Mianwali m
February, 1980 ;

(fa) If 80, will he be pleased to state what action has been taken or-
is proposed to be taken to remove the grievances of the
people;

(¢) whether Government will be pleased to consider the advisability
of transferring that official from Misnwali where he has-
already stayed for more than five years ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : Inform-
etion is not readily savailable, Enquiries are being made and a complete-
answer will be sent $o the honourable member when ready.

—— —

RaBi onors—Sancmar Tamsir—Loss BY HArneTorm, ETc,

1798. Shaikh Faiz Muhammad: Wil the Honourable the
Revenue Member kindly state the extent of loss sustained by the last rabi-
(1930) crop on account of hailstorms, locusts, ete., in the Sanghar Tahsil of
Dera. Ghazi Ktan distriet ?

: 'l'he Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: It s
regretted that the reply to this question is not yet ready ; it will be communi--
eated to the honourable member when ready.
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ProriEM oF Hiux ToRRENTS—REPORT.

1799. Shaikh Faiz Myhammad : Wlll the Honourable Member for
Revenue kindly state—

(@) if the special Engineers appointed to tackle the hill torrents
problem have made any report on the subject ;

{b) whetker the Government is prepared to lay such report, it any,
’ on the table:

(¢) what stieps Government proposes to take on the report, if any ?

. Tl:::e Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : (a) No,
not yo

(8 and (¢) Do not arise.

SQUARES OF LAND, ALLOTMENT TO RESIDENTS oF DERa Gmazr Kmaw
DISTRIOT,.
1800. Shaikh Faiz Mubhammad : Will the Honourable Revenus
Member kindly state—
(@) the total number of squares in various colonies allot-ted to the
residents of Dera Ghazi Khan distriet ;

(b} the number of squares given to jumanders and honorary megis-
trates of Dera Ghazi Khan distriet ;

{¢) the number of squares given to Beloches residing in tmman
. limits ;

(d) the number of squaros given t0 Beloches residing outside tuman
“limita ;

(e) the mumber of squares given to non-Beloech zamindars living
outaide tuman limits ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (4} Two
hundred and forty-one squares or rectangles.

(0) Two hundred and twelve squares or roctangles.
(2} Two hundred and twelve squares or rectangles.
(@) Beven squares or rectangles.

{¢) Twenty-two squares or rectangles.

Lawps, Ders Grazr KEAN DISTRICT, DAMAGE BY RIVER AOTION
AND HILL TORRENTS,

1801. Shaikh Faiz Muhammad : Will the Honomble Revenmue
Member kindly state— ’

(@) the extent of area rendered nneultivable by river getion or hill
torrents in Dera Ghazi Khan district ;
(b) hew much of this area is included in the teman limits ;
(¢) whether those whoss lands have been rendered uncultivable
received any land in the new canal eolonies ? =
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Kbam: The
information required by the honourable member has necessitated enquiries

from the district authorities, A reply will be communicated to the honourable
member ‘when it i3 ready.
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GRANTE®S OF LAND, DERA Guazr Kman,

1802, Shaikh Faiz Mubammad : Will the Honourable Revenue
‘Member kindly state what congiderations Government had in view in
solecting grantees of land in the new- colonies ro far as residents of Dera
Ghazi Khan are concerned ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: The
"honoursble member is reforred to the answer given to Council -question
No. 1716 (unstarred) which applies also to the grantees of Ders Ghaz
Khan. All the grantees from this district were either landed gentry or
-¢ivil non-official reward grantees.

INDEBTEDNESS , OF ZAMINDARY, DERA GHazr KHAN DISTRICT.
. 1803, Shaikh Faiz Mubammad : Will the Honourable Miniséer for
Agrieulture kindly state—
{6) whether. any atiempt has so far been made to ascertain the in-
debtedness of the zamindars of Dera Ghazi Khan distriet ;
{b) if so, what ig the result ?
The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (a) No special
enquiry has been made.
{®) Does not arise.

GOVERNMENT’S DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY AND
TOKEN GRANTS, 1980-81.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Finance Member): Sir, the
verious supplementary demands placed on the agenda are put forward on
" the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor.

IRRIGATION GRANT. .

The Honcurable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan (Revenue
Member) : Sir, I beg to move—

* That a enpplementary sum not exceeding Ra. 9,32,000 be granted tothe Govermor
in Councilto defroy the charges that will come in oourse of payment for the year
ending the 81at of h 1831, in respeot of Irrigation.”

The motion was carrted.

PoLICE GRANT, :

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Finange Member) : 8ir, I beg to
move— -

* That a supplementery sum not exceeding Re. 1,00,000, be granted to the Governor
in Couneil to defray the charges that will come in conrge of payment for the year
ending the 31at of March 1831 in reepect of Police.”

Mr. President ; Demand moved iz—

“Thet a sapplementary sum not exceeding Ra, 1,00,000, be granted to the Governor
in Council to defray the chergea that will come in course of payment for the
Fear ending the 31st of March 1031 in respest of Police,”

Page 23 anfe.
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Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal [North East Towns (Non-Muham-
madan), Urben]: 8ir, I beg to move—

‘* That the total gract be reduced by Re 1.”

Sir, when it was announced last year that the Congress was geing to.
hold a session at Lahore the Government thought that edditional police:
would be required for that oceasion. The Government demand for the
exponses of this additional police came first before the Finanee Sub-Com-
mittee and then before this House and was approved. We were assured
a6 that time that the police force then recruited would serve up to the Con-
gress gession, and thaf in January next (this year) the force was to be
disbanded. When in December last the Congress passed their resolution
of independence, the Government thought that this additional foree should
be retained in the interest of public peacs. They thought that there might.
be a confliet between the peoplo and the (Glovernment if the resolulion
of independence was given effect t0. When this grant for additional.
police was being dissussed, I drew the attention of the Government to the
faot that there waa likely fo be a serious conflict between those who had
made up their mind to defy some of the laws and who honestly believed
that it was in the interest of India and the Government. Sir, I am one of’
those who do ot share their views, but thers is a large section of the popula-
tion in Indig who do believe in it.

It was in April last that Mahatma Gandhi launched his present eivil.
disobedience movement. With this inteption when the Mahatme left
his Ashrem and marched to bresk ealt law by manofasturing salé, the-
Government did not interfere for zome time, but arrested him whaen the
Government saw the danger ahead. After the arrest of the Mahatma,
a large section of the people had been carrying on the movement and they
are always propared o suffer for it. There is a section of the publio who
according to their own views believe jn this movement. Bir, so far as the
reports have appeared in tho Press, the struggle by this section of the pablic.
is being carried on in a non-violent way and has been simply splendid.
as thay are working under grest restraint.

In the Punjab, the public and the police have come into confliet in
goveral places. I would like to draw the attention of the Government fo
B or 4 incidents that have come to my knowledge. It was in Jallundur
that there was a conflict between the public and the police on the 5Sth of
May. Bui before that, it is alleged that at Nakodar and Nawanshahar police
did cerfain acts by which they intended to create trouble. At Nawanshabar
one nnfouchable SBhudra Nand was taken into a lorzy which was pushed into
& place where the public was holding a moeting. It is alleged that this
was done by the police to excite the publis and create disturbance. At
Nakodar it is alleged that lambardars and zaildars were used as instru-
ments for creating disturbances in the meeting. On the day when Pandis
Jawsher Lal Nehru was arrested the citizens of Jullundur held a pro-
eepsion and it is elleged that the police vsed lathis near the Cantonment
tonga stand. All these incidents happened in April. I am wmable to give
the oxact dates. On the Peshawar day there was a procession end it is
alloged that with a view to exeite the public, Sardar Hira Singh, the Seere
tary of the District Congress Committee was arrested. But the people
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in spite of thet arrest romained calm and quiet. On another ocession, one
Chiranji Lal was arrested in the procession and taken in & car. Ths allega-
tion of the public ig that this was algo done with & view to excite the publie,
-go that there may be & eonflict between the public and ihe police. It was
.on the 26th of April that th: Congress Committee announced at Jullundur
that the salt law would be broken in various places. It ig alleged that the
_game untonchable who was used by the police at Nawanshahar was induced
to bring in about 250 untouchables in order to create disturbance in the mee-
.ings held in connection with the breaking of the saltlaw. On another oceasion
when Sayad Atte Ullah Shah Bukhari was delivering a lecture a2t Ghandi
Mandap the police is alleged to have used force on the people assembled
‘there.

It was early in May thab the citizens of Jullundur appointed & Commitiee
to enqguire into the alleged excesses of the police on the 5th of May 1980,
The Committee consisted of 8 members of this House and 8 local residents
of Jullundur, namely, Revd, William Golak Nath, Shaikh Ghulam Dastgir,
Pleader, and Maulvi Abdul Haq, Abbas. In the course of this enqury
very painful revelations were made. On my airival at Julluindur I saw
the Deputy Commissioner and ths Commisginer and wrote to them also
requesting them to associate with the Commiitee any of their officers in
that enquiry so that the evidence produced before the Committee may be
gittod and that the enquiry may not be said to be one-sided. Bui the loeal
officers, for reasons best known to themselves, did not think it proper to
associate with us, and did not take part in the procsedings. The evidense
that was produced was to the effeet that afler the meeting on the 5th May
was over and both the magistrates who were deputed by the Deputy Com-
misgioner to be present on the spot had loft the place and informed the
Deputy Commissioner that everything went on peacefully, the police
suddenly began to belabour the public, A communigue was issued by the
Commissioner in this connection which stated -that people threw stonss:
.on the police and that was the reason why the police used force. Raizada
Hans Raj who pregided st the meeting thanked the police for their kind-
ness and for being peaceful at the meeting ou that occasion. (Fear, hear).
"He salso ironically thanked them for occupying the place. which the organ-
igera of the meeting had reserved for ladies. Raizada Hans Raj said that
the police were offered some other place bui they would not listen and
ocoupied she place reserved for the ladies. The police said that as they
had been ocoupying that partienlar place before they would like to be
there. On that oocasion it is alleged that the police smoked cigarettes and
uged foul language. (Shame). 1 was submitbing that affer the meet-
ing was over, it was brought to cur notice that a piece of stone fell between
‘Raizada Hans Rej and the SBub-Inspector of Police, The Sub-Inspector
brought this fact to the notics of Raizada Hans Raj and the latter asked him
‘not make much fusg about it as the stone hurt neither the “Sub-Inspector
nor himself, Bui this happened after the police had used lathis twice
before. (Imterruption), Well, the Chief Becrotary says, ‘mo’. Yester-
.day, while & question was asked in connection with this enquiry Committes
and replied, a supplementary question was put by Dr. Gokul Chand en-
.quiting whether the Government was prepared to contradiet our report or
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to take steps fo have it coniradioted, the Chief Secretary replisd *mo’.
After that roply I siill hear the Chief Seeretary confradicting my statement.
The evidenee that was brought before us was of a very serious nature.
Tiala Bamji Dass, President of the Fenton Guunj Commuttee at Jultandur,
and a-gentleaman who pays Rs. 1,500 income tax, gave evidence before us
and said that be saw a pelice constable throwing the sione. There is &
case pending now against Lala Ramji Dass and it is alleged that he is suffor
ing for that statement of his. The curious part of this incident is that
aecording to the official version the hands of 11 policeman -were injured
on that oceasion. It is very strange that no member of the public who
attended that meoting was hit by any of these stones and it was only the
hands cf these 10 or 11 policemen present that were hit. The people who

threw stones must be experts to select these constables as their target. So
far about Jullundur.

At Ludhizana there was a meeting held by what is called ** Aman Pasand
Jamait.”” As a large number of the public attended this mesting, this
Sabha sent for the police. The police, it iv said, indiseriminately used
lathis on the people and dispersed the meefing. A resolution condemn-
ing the action of the polico was passed by the Ludhiana Bar Association
and it was forwarded to the Governmend. I do noi know what action
‘hag been talen by the Government on this resolution, or whether it intends
to take any action at all. Sir, I am prepared to admit that there are in
the police foree some good men deserving praise. (Heor, hear). Bub
there are also people among the police whe would intentionally create
disturhances and then ¢omse to the officers for promotions for having managed
the affairs suscesafuily and they are praised for their so-called good deeds.

Mr. S. L. Sale: Sir, on a point of order. The many instances which
$he honourable member has referred to are under adjudication in courts.

I therefore think it ig not in order to refer in detail to the merits of those
2868, '

Mr. President: [ would requnest the honourable member not to refer
40 any case which is sub judice. '
Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: I have simply alluded to them

without going into any details. T think it is my duiy to bring to the
notice of this House these cases.

In Simla, our own place, we have got a Deputy Commissioner who ig a
perfect gentleman, most sympathetic and considerate. I am bold enough
to say that there ave very few officers of the type of the Deputy Commis-
-gioner we have got here. I may even say that but for him there would have
‘been more serious disturbances in Simla than thoss under reference ab
present. Bub there i one fact which I cannot conceal and that is that we
- have got a Superintendant of Police who i3 ansympathetic and is of exocit.

.able temper. On the day when the volunteers in Simla wanted to pass
-on the Mall with their Tndepandence Flag there would have been no dis-
turbanee in Simla if the police had tactfully handled the situation and nob
‘interfered with the passing ef the volunteers, If the volunteers had
been sllowed to pess and not taken to the reporting roem and Ikept
for three hours, there would have beex no trouble. It was at 9 o’clock thaf
Mossrs. Worsely and Heron came to the reporting room. A huge crowd

D
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.had collected at the reporting siation as the volunteers were kept there
_and negotistions were being carried on. After the Deputy Commissioner
-and, the Superintendent of Police cmme, the crowd was digpersed by the
-poliee, The resalt was that a large number of people were injured and that
thore was excitement in the whole of Bimla.  As a resident of Simla I
want to invite the attention of the Government to the highhandedness of
. the police in dispersing the erowd. T am of opinion that the present sitna-
tion in Simla would not have been so serious as it is now if the police on that
_oeceagion had behaved in s proper way. I want to submif te the Govern-
. ment that when the police- uses force on occasions sush a¢ dispersing of
. mastings or srresting volunteers when they are going for picketting of shops
and the people are injured, the result is that sympathy of the public is
oxcited towards those who are injured and there is a facling of hatred
oroated against the Government. I submit that everybody admits the
xight of Government to maintain law and order whether it be the prosent.
Government or any other Government that may be established in India
_but harsh treatments by the police is hound to alienate the sympathy of
the: public. Sir, there was to-day picketing of the shop of Messrs Bhola.
Ram and Sons and there tho police i3 allaged to have used force. One of
" the volunteers becams unconscions. It was to-day at 9-80. The condi-
tion of the volunteer is said to be serious.

Lala Kesho Ram, Sekhyi ¢ Ts the volunteer dead ? _

Rai Bahedur Lala Mobhan Lal: Not vet. I went to the place
whaere the volunteer was lying on a charpai. His condition; to me as s lay-
men, appears to be serious. Some people and the chaprasis of Hamilion
and Co., have seen the incident and say the police gave -beating to the

. volunteer mercilessly. T spoke to the Deputy Commissioner on telephone. .
shout it and perhaps he is taking steps to have the matter examined. Sir,
thig incident has created a feeling against the police and the Government
- and sympathy with those who are suffering. Let me warn the Government
that these acts as stated before are creating o strong feeling against the
Government. Sir, it is the ¥ight of the Government to arrest any volunteer
or any one elfe who breaks the law and deal with him aceording to it. 8o
" far as the volunteers are coneerned if one is arrested another is prepared
to take his place. The number of those who want to suffer is swelling
overyday. There is a great excitement in Simla over to-day’s ineident.
Sir, it is alleged that the name of one sergeant of polico who has bsen nsing
foree i3 Webber. His actions were brought to the notice of the authorities
“ but the anthorities have not shown the courtesy of even transferring him.
T was told yesterday that a boy was pushed from stairs from the Mall and
" he fell down rolling about 40 steps. . It iz said that thers are two other volun- -
" taers also who were beaten to-day. This, Sir, is a sad affair,  The police is us-
ing more fores in Simla than they ordinarily should. There was a large crowd
" which I ¢aw to-day assermbled in sympathy with the injured volunteers.
. There was a great excilement. One fact that struck me very much was
~that in the room where the volunteer was lying a large fumber of ladies
-had collected in sympathy for him. 8ir, there is one faet td be remembered
* by the Government thet.in the present struggle o large number of ladies
is teking part and this should bo a serions warning of the strength of the
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movement, The ladicy are taking part in the picketing of the liquor
shops and in the propsganda work for khadar and swadeshi articles, and
aro also prepared to suffer for it. The Governmeut would, I hope, give
gerious eonsideration to the present situation.

I, a Rai Babadur, may be gitting in TFirgrove and be comfortable,
and may think that the movement is slackening, but I wish to inform the
Government that this mass movement of civil disobedienee is increasing
every day and those who inform the Government that it is dying out
are not giving the correct information.

Mr. President: Is the honourable member diseussing excesses of
the police ?

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: Yes, Sir, it i3 the excesses of the
police that are respousible for the present agitation. I bave cited several
. instances. When I was coming from my house to-day I saw 1oy honour-
able friend, Sardar Buta Singh, looking at the place whero the volunteer was
being taken. It was not only Sarder Buta Singh but there were others
2l9o who wers huving a look at the place. It wag from Carlton Hotel on,
that I saw several people looking towards the place. This harsh treatment
by the police excites sympathy wilh the sefferers and batred against the
"Government. I am one who, a3 stated above, would like to see law and
order maintained but would at the same time like to draw the attention
of the Government that the situation should be tactfully handled and mini-
mum fores used. If the present policy is followed by the Government
there is bound to be serious conflict between the publie 2nd the police.

Mor. S. L. Sale : Are these volunteers out of sympathy paid ?

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: There is not a single volunteer in
" Bimla who is heing paid.

The Honourable Sixr Henry Craik : All are paid.

Mr. R. Sanderson : What is the average age of the crowd ?

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Age of ths erowd ? There are
boys, roungmen and sometimes old men, . .

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : s it necessary to beat only boys ?

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Sir, it has been said that volunteers
are paid. 1 say, no. The volunteers are being fed by the people but so far
a3 ] know they are not being paid. There it s free langar. So far as the
picketing is concerned I request the Government that the volunteers may
be allowed to pass on His Mejesty’s roads in Bimla, or in any otherplace,
and if they break any rule or law the Government has a richt to catch
hold of them and deal with them. 8ir, do not allow the police to take law
in their own handa by belabouring the volunteers and by using lathis in dis-
persing the crowds, 8ir, with these few remarks I resume my seat.

My, President : Demand under consideration, amendment moved,

* That the total grant be rednced by Re. 1. ¥

Sardar Harhakhsh Singh [Hoshiarpur end Kangre, (Sikh), Rural],

(Urdu) : 8ir, T may at the very outset #ay that the hononrabie members of

12 odn. the House should feel their responsibilily as

repregentatives ¢f the people, and “avoid the

blame that was laid againet them yesterday in eonnection with another pro-
Dg -
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poeal about the reduction in abigna that it was merely an electioneering
cawmpaign, [ may warn them that if they persisted in this attitude of theirs,
in supporting such-like cuts, they will be charged with having eonspired to
oritieise the Government with & view to win the sympathies of the voters,
which include Congressmen as well, and to secare their votes in the coming
elections to the Council. Lest I should be misunderstood I might make it
olear that I shall state to the House what my truthful and impartial views
are and, that T shall not make any unjust or sweeping remarks against one
party or the other. 1 shall say during the course of my speach what I reelly
feel to be trus and correct. Sir, there ig 8 Punjabi proverb which whan trans-
lated means that a man of bad reputation * Badnam ** is worse  than
a thief. And as the police in the Punjab has unfortunately come to
aoquire bad reputation in some respects in the past it is eritacised merciless-
ly and not unoften unjustly. There may be some black sheep in the police
foree, but there are many amongst them who are free from the defects which
are aseribed to them and they really deserve aur praise for the wayin
which they conduct themselves in the discharge of their duties. If the police
department has beceme netorious it is because that some of its members
are undesirable ones, and are always apt 40 over do the nstructions given
to them by their superior officers, and thus fail to act within proper limits
and bounds. Henee they cannot be said to act properly when doing their
duties. But that does not mean that wo should eondernn the whole police
force. Just during the present movement, if you compare the conditiong
of other provinees with those cbtaining in this provines, you will come to the
the conclusion that there was no oceasion to make the complaints or urge
for the condemnation which the honourable mover has scught to make.
Wo read in the newspapers that in other provinces owing to the present eivil
digobedience movement worse thinge are happening. No day passes when
we do not hear of the assaults made by the police and firing erdered on the
unlawful assemblies. DBut in this provines no sueh things have oeeurred and
we know of no occasion when the police or the other paxty made any outbursé
of fury, I should think that both the pariies are behaving quite well and
if the congressmen are not Yyielding to eccentricities, the policemen are
trying their besi to control the situation admirably and wonderfully. There
have been no cases of bloodshed, or even of grievous hurt in the province
for which the officers of the pollce departments should be thanked and not
censured, and the general public of this northern provinee too should be
praised for their splended behaviour, while the Government too should be
highly eongratulated for keeping their heads cool and not losing their
balance of mind on any occasion. In faet, from a genersl point of view of
the whole situation, it is more a matter of {ripple congratulations than
for a eensure motion. ‘

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : What happened in Dethi?

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh ; Delhi is not in this provinee and therefore
T am not discussing what happened there, but surely I mean te refer to i,
later an. A fow cases of exeesgos of police in Jullundur and other placeg
‘which have heen mentioned by my honourable friend do not warrant the
wholesale condemnation. of the whole police force, in the province. Ewep
the expenditare that the Government have to bear on aceount of increasing
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the police force in this province is not much as compared with the expendi-
ture that the other provincial Governments are ineurring on this account
during the present disturbances, Bombay had to bear an wdditional ex«
penditure of 15 lakhs of rupees in this connection as we find fepotted in
papers, while Punjab Government does not propose to spend more than one
lakh of rupees. Therefore, this one rupee ocut which has beeri moved to
procure i tensure on the Government is very unfair and should not have been
moved. Sir, my honourable friend has been able to 8 quote a few examples
of police excesses which are alleged to have ocotired in Jullundur und Simla.
But, these fow cases even if true in no way justify the wholesale tondemna-
tion of the whole police foree at this oritical juncture.

Mr. President: May I request the honourable member not to
repeat this argument ?

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : I beg your pardon, Sir, I do not mean
to repeat it again. But; Sir, we have to see under what provocative and most

trying condifions the police men are working now-a-days. They have to
face very serious situations and the gravity of the ocoasion requires that
gome concession be shown to them, if an untoward incident happens
here or there owing {o certain complications. Moreover, if any one
individual indulges in any kind of excesses, he may surely and certainly
be dealt with according to law and the rules of gervice. But for his mis-
deeds the blame should not be thrown on the department as 2 whole. I
am here in Simla for the last so many days and have seem how police is
behaving and dealing with the situation. Ithink their way of acquitting
themselves is marvellous. A fow days back a conference of the Governors
was held bere at Simla. That was the most trying time and a hard situation
for the police. It had fo be ever vigilant lest any volunteer cherishing anar-
chist ideas might come over the Mall and do some mischief. Supposing on
that oceesion something like this bhappened that & volunieer trying fo
push his way through a police cordon received a push hack regulting in
hurt through, say the rashness of some sergeant or Sub-Inspestors of Police,
do you think this would have entitled you to condemn the police department
as a whole ?

Mr. President : The honeurable member is repeating his argument.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : Sir, I am repeating this argument because
it i3 very important and beceuse I wanted to bring it home to the honourable
members that beganse of the alleged follies of a few members the whole de-
partment does not deserve censure. Only those police officers should he
celled upon to explain who had indulged in the alleged excesses if it be proved
that they were really blame-worthy and mishehaved themselves.

Now, Sir, I would request the Government that they should not protect
those officers who are really found guilty of the alleged excesses or are com-
plained against. Such officers must meet with eondign punishment so that
they and others, who may be prone to indulge in such excesses, may not
misuse their powers and may learn a good lesson, and so that the general
.public mey feel satisfied, and it may not be like the incident of the firing in
gurdwara Sisganj at Delhi that the foolich act of some of the servants of the
Government is telling heavily against itself ag it protects and shields them
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and insigts upon justifying their acts and refuses to punish them as dema.nd-
ed by the whole 8ikh ecommunity. In my distriet, that is Hoshiarpur, Mr.
Jenkins is the Deputy Commissioner and Kban Qurban Ali is the SBuperinten-
dent of police. Both of them are very considerate and capable officers. They
have controlled the situation in that district in & manner which deserves our
praise, although it is a district of the Babar Akalis, &c., and much troubls
could have arisen there during the present agitation of civil disobedience
started by the Congress. But both the officers workin a co-opera.tiﬂg
apirit and do not allow any excess but exercise personal supervision over
all maiters go that nobody dare misuse his authority or power. Picketing
&o., is also going on but uniess and uniil compulsion is wused no arrests
oven are made and uo beating of any kind has yot taken place. Bo there it ig
not the same am it is here in Simla. Hers, as the honourable member hag
mentioned, the Deputy Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police are
always at vanance. The officers in the districts of the province ought to
co-operate in quelling the movement and I am sure that if they do so, there
will be no complaints of this nature.

Sir, I cannot, howaver conceal that even I have hoard that in Jullu.ndur
the police treated the volunteers very harshly and ecruelly sometime
early last month. It was even alloged that they forcibly poured urine in
their mouths and made them call out on pain of severe punishment of the
kind ¢ Ingolab Murde Bed.' Really this,if true, is toe much. To-day’s
pase 48 related by Rai Bahadur Mohen Lal is also very deplorable, but
we should not take & one-sided view., We must first find out whether the
volunteer who was beaten this morning had or had got given any provoea-
tion to the police? If he did give any provoeation then this police excess
ought to be treated mildly and if he did not give auy proveeation and the
polics gave him this severe beating merely out of malice, then the police ig
‘blaméworthy and the officers concerned must be punished. Thersis great
rowdyism prevailing during this movement. It must be within the recol-
lection of the members that not very long ago just outside this Assembly
Chamber where we are holding our gession, a bateh of lady volunteers marched
on to the gate of this Chamber and when Hig Exeellency the Viceroy arrived
at the gate, these ladies shouted * Long live the revolution,” Now this was
apparently what should not have been done. This mmust have provoked
the officers who were on duty there. But praise to them that everything
went; quiet. Had anything untowards happened on that cecasion, Govern-
ment might have suspeoted the officers on duty of abetment. I regret,
Sir, the present movement i8 not being carried on by responsible people and
in a becoming manner but by raw youths, who are very apt to forget the
lesson of non-violence. Instead of men, who have seen the ways of the world,

. we 0@ children and ladies made to form into processions and going through
tho busy sireste of the cities using filthy language and all sorts of shouts. The
poliep feel, it very awkward to deal with these youngsters. The responsible
men ‘who mlght to come in the forefront are taking shelter hehind these
juvenile processionists like Arjura of Mahabharata who shot arrows from
behind Sikhgndi at Bhisham and earned his damnation for this cowardice.
I wish all those like the honourable mover of this cut himself who profess
any kind of sympathy with this nasty movement which is openly sub- -
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vorsive of Government were to come forward themselves and direot the
agitation in a proper manner or o go on the Congress platform and have
the courage of pointing out to them their faults and excesses so that the
movement may get purged of absurdities. Otherwise, o check these
younggbers, the pohce have to show much self-control a.nd tolerance and
_ there may be a breaking point. Did you not hear.only the other day, they
$wico passed shouting here: Is Assembly men kaum bolenge, ulu bolenge.’

Pandit Nanak Chand : It is you who is no# speaking.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : Yes, I am speaking, but I ean say that
nof ** ulus " but “ aulias *’ will speak in this agsembly chamber who hereby
make bold to prophesy that no Swaraj will ever be gained by such-like
street rowdyism, and therefore lot it be said onee for all that saints will
#peak and owls will never howl in this Chamber. Well, 8iz, in the end,
I request that we should all very boldly, without showing any partiality,
point out to both the parties their respectivemistakes so that this movement
-may be purged of all absurdities and pass no one-gided c¢ensurs motion.
With these words T request the honourable mover not to ineist on his
motion but to withdeaw it.

Chaudhri Baldev Singh {North-West Rohtak, (Non-Muharemadan),
Rural]: 8ir, as the question has been raised whetber the volunteers receive
any pay from the Congress, I am in a position to say from personal knmow-
ledge that no voluntseer receives even a single pie. I wag associated with
the Congress movement for more than four years from 1920 to 1924.

Sardar Bahadur Captain Dalpat Singh ¢ In Rohtak district they do
get money from the Congress. They are paid voluntesrs.

Chaudhyi Baldev Singh : There were 5,000 volunteers enrolled in
‘may register and I challenge anybody to prove that snyone of them received
eny money. Of these five thonsand volunteers enrolled in 1921, five hundred
wore ready to go to jail at @ moment’s notice. The list of -these can be
found in the Jat Anglo Sanskrit High School, Rohtak, even now. All the
oxpenses of the school I had to bear single handed which amounted to no
less than Rs. 15,000 a year. Can anybody imagine that I was paying 5,000
wolunteers at the sasme time ?
ﬁguISardar Bahadur Captain Dalpat Singh: That is only a paper

2

Chaudhri Baldev Smgh As to the pregent sitnation I may say that
‘mostly the situation in my distriet has been aggravated by those persons
‘who are considered the supporters of (Government.

Mr. President : Order, order. It is only the poliee excesses which are
under discussion and not the exeesses of other people. .
Chaudhbri Baldev Singh : I am just coming to the poliee exeesses.

Mr. President : The honocurable member will plesse econfine his
argument only to the excesses of the police.

_ Chaudbri Baldev Singh:I will abide by your ruling, 8ix. The
police excesses in my district especially in the village of Madina were responsi-
-ble tor 65 men being taken hold of in a single day. These men were nof
volunteers. Of course Jats were among them. I donot seoany reason why
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policemen should take auy exesption to anybody who wears khadder or
iandhi cap. This has not been forbidden by Government in any way
whatsoever. Then again, thers is a village named Khrainti in Rohéak
distriet where {wo or thres persons were taken hold of by the police with
the resmlt that one jatha was sent from that village to express resentment.
agamst having besn molested without any reason. Thizis moi all. 1 am
not in fouch with the movement af present and I eannot say what might
have happened in other places but this i# common knowledge that in
the case of Pandit Ram Phul Singh, the Secretary of the Distriet Cong-
ress Committee, Rohtak, even the trying magistrate had to say that the
police gave & eoncocted evidence against him. In the case of Lala Ramsaran
Das in the appeal that was lodged in the High Coutt.......

Myr. President ; When was it? In what month ?
Chaudbri Baldev Singh ¢ T think & month ago.

My. President : When did the original case start ? Was it before or
after March last.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : He says the appeal was lodged about a.
month ago, the case must have been about the middle of June,

Chaudhri Baldev Singh : The High Court held that the sentence waa.
too excessive and his specch was mostly harmless,

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ;: On a point of order, Siv. What.
has that got to do with police ?

Chaudhri Baldev Singh : Because the evidense was brought by the-
police.

Mr. President : The honourable member will please quote only those-

instances in which the police have exceeded proper limits in the exercise of
their functions.

Chaudhri Baldev Singh : Well, Sir, if police concocts some evi-
dence against some person, 1 think it is a kind of excess. They have not been
performing their duties properly.

The Honourable Sir Henxy Craik: On a pomt of order, Bir. In
the cass to which the honourable member is referring, the case of High Court-
acoopting an appeal and rodueing the sentence though the convietion was.
maintained, there was no allegation in that case, so far as I am awarse, no
evidence was concocted by the police nor the police wag in any wey to blame-
and the High Court considered the sentence excessive and the police did not
gome in that matter at all.

Pandit Mehar Chand [Jullandur-cum-Ludhiana, (Non-Muhammadan)
Raral)} (Urdu) : Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the House and the-
Government, to some ineidents that ocenrred in the Jullandunr district..
I may, however, make it clear at the very outsst that my remarks should
not be taken as a complaint againgt the police or any other departient or-
person. If I draw the attention of the Government to these incidents it ig.
sineply for the good of the Government itself as well as the public at large.

In my opinion, Sir, the best way to investigate the excesses perpstrated
by tba police is that some responsible officers shoald go incognite o the
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various scenes of action and thus acquire first hand information of the-
doings of the police. Ewen my honourable friend the Sardar Sahib who has.
. paid such & glowing tribute to the police force has incidently admitted the-
existence of such police excesses as beating the volunteers merecilessly end
then making water in their mouths. But that is not all. Even the women
gitting in tongas had to face the wrath of the infuriated police people who
hurled the dirtiest pessible abuse upon them. (Shame). But the people-
were determined to remain peaceful in spite of all sorts of provocetion and
they bore all this with a patience worthy of all praise.

My honourable friend, Rai Bahadur Lale Mohan Lal, has told the House
how a procession of chamars and untouchables, for whom we have avery
respect, was organised and how the police were marching slong with them
a8 Interested spectators whi's they were plucking the caps of respectables
gentlemen on the way. But the people remained absolutely peaceful. I
mention all this so that the Government may know what the police foree.
and the so-called well wishers of the Government are doing in the provinge.

Again, 1n Nakedar the police caught hold of a man connected with the
mass movement and took him to a place where some drunken hirelings were
standing with lathis and gandasas in their hands. They used all sorts of
threats and the poor man wag vary badly molested by the police. I beg to-
submif, Sir, that such occurrences have now become only too frequent and
the diffieulty with regard to them is that you cannot bring forward any evi-
dence to prove them because nobody would like fo incur the displeasure-
of the local police.

Now {ake another instance. Some young men formed themselves into.
B jutha to break the salt laws at Jullundur. But when they reached the-
place solestod for the purpose some men (who, I may inform the House,
were all of thern Muhammadans) appeared on the seene and began to molest
those young men, They would have cerfainly created a disturbance, but,
Jortunately, some Muhgmmadan gentlemen coming to know of this threw s
hint, and succeeded in averting a situation which was gure to assume a very
serious complication. People made some enquiries and the result of those-
enquiries was, to say the least, most disappointing and heart-rending..
They fourd, Bir, that it was the eustodians of law and order themselves
who were attempting o create lawlessness end disorder. Once I myself
epproached a lngh official in our distriet and informed him that the police had’
taken some volanteers on the roof of the police station and there beaten them.
mercilessly, That official, though he did not admit thet anything of that.
sort had really taken pla.ce wag pleased to assure me that he had issued in-
struetions forbidding the repetition of sach excesses. Now may I ask, Sir,
whether it is at al! possible to bring forward any evidence to prove suah alle-
gations ? The Government officers alone ¢an know the iruth if they go
to the seenen ineognits,

I haive often o visit the countryside and there I have heard the peoples-
of variows villages complaining that the police people are in the habit of
molesting and beating little boys on the slightest pretext. The children ere.
fealing it so strongly that onee a boy, a mere child of four years, on seeing:
& policeman at onee shouted “ Ingelab zinda bad.” I hastened to take the
boy in my lap and esked him $0 keep silent so that he may not take the next.
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step and call the policeman a *‘ foady bacheha. ” Bub after a few minutes
when I had released him he slippsd away and running to a distance of some .
two hundred yards again shout.ad “ Ingalad zinde bad ™ and * foady
dachcha hai hai.”

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : : Wil my honourable friend, who s conneot-
-ed with an educational institution, please let us know whether that boy
understood the meaning and significance of ““ Ingalab zinda bad 2

Pandit Mehar Chand : No, Sir. And that is exactly the resson why
I am so anxious to press the matter upon the attention of the Government,
I request the Government to find out for themselves as to how and whenee
‘this poison has entered the minds of the children. Responsible officers of
-the Government should, as I have already suggested, visit varions places and
.make enquiries without the help of the local officials both police and etvil,
‘Bueh a procedure is sure to prove extremely useful and beneficial to the Gov-
ernment and will go & long way to lengthen the life of the Government in this
-gountry. They must ascertain the reael facts for themselves and should not be
‘misled by those who are only too ready to say ditto to anything that
may fall from the lips of Government offieials.

Again, my honourable friend, the S8ardar Sehib, was pleased to remark
‘that we send little children to the front and ourselves keep in the rear
pulling the wires therefrom. I beg to submit, Sir, that nothing is farther
from truth than thege allegations of my honourable friends. Every one,
ineluding the Sardar Sahib, knows that it is not eesy to control these young
men now-a-days. Even if any one tries to argue with them they at once
-dab him a * foady bachcha ' and make the atmosphere too hot for him.
Therefore, it is the duty of the Government to acl wisely and save & situation
‘which has alreedy assumed a very serious shape,

Now I draw your attention to another incident. A police officer went
40 conduct a search in a certain room of a hostel. He was accompanied by
‘three or four policemen and thers wag none else conuected with the hostel
‘to watch the proceedings, The officer and his companions were free to do
whatever they pleaged and brought out an iron instroment o prove the
-oriminal gnit on the bagis of that search. Now may I ask, Sir, whether such
‘incidents would endear the Government to the people of this country ?
‘Burely not. On the contrary they are sure to embitter public feelings and
Jeopardise the very existence of the Government. Thersfore, with folded
‘hands I implore the Government to keep its police force under sirict control
-and thus engure a long life to the British Government in this country. With
-4hese remarks, Sir, I resume my seab.

. Mr. C, M. G, Ogilvie (Home Secretary) Sir, I have been much in-
terested to listen to the aceounts by certain members of this honoarable
Honse of police excesses in dealing with the more riolous phase of the present
-civil disobedience movement. If seems to me that they can be divided into
-two, cases in which volunteers have on occasions been heaten or rather have
‘teceived & blow or two and other cases in which it appears the imagination
has been drawn upon and in which nameless tortures are said to have been
inflicted. The latter class of event I do not believe has ever occurred. But
-guch stories are doubtless set in eirculation by the malicious in order to win
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over the sentiment of kindly and well disposed persons to their side. The
police, I may say, have to serve thres masters. In the firsf place, they are
under the constant and most vigilant eye of iheir own officers who
exach the strictest discipline. No service, I think, in Indiaz can compare
with them in that respect. In the second place, the courts are their masters
and theix doings fall under the eye of the magistrate and the judge. In the
third place, the public are invariably on the watch.

I was much interested to hear the honourable Rai Bahadur Lala Moban
Lial's exprossions of sympathy with one or two or three or four volunteers:
who may, I sappose, after having cried * foady bachcha * for some hours,
‘have received a push or a blow. Hoe said that the sympathies of ths general
‘public were excited by any form of beating, and that the mere fact that they
were beaten, however, offensive or provocative they inight have been, was suffi-
cient fo win over the syrapathies of the general publie, That I do not believe
for 2 moment. But be that as it may, I notice that he has made no mention
whatever of the policemen who are desling not only with Congresa volanteers
‘but with & more dangerous type of persons conneeted with the same organise~
#ion and who havelost their lives nobly doing their duty. Men have besn
blown to pieces with bombs, men have had their sardrnms shattered by ex-
plosions and are now lying in hospitals with ghell shock, men have been
pelted with bricks, subjected 1o every form of abuss, had uniforms stripped
from them by infuriated mobs ; all this they have siood in a way which should
make every member of this. House, who i3 & true Punjabi, proud of them.
Robert Louis Stevenson once said that a higher standard of duty was required
every minute of every day from a polico constable at Peckham Rye than
any vietorious general would think of exacting from his troops at the crisis
-of & campaign. To thiz extraordinarily high standard, the Punjab police
have easily attained, and I think that all of us are proud of the Punjab police
which is drawn from every caste and creed. Punjabis of every caste, porhaps
not of every easte but certainly of every ereed and from town and country
alike are unitedin the foree, and they have all shown what Punjabis ean do
when given the magnificant leadership and the ingpired example which has
always been the fortune of the Punjab police.

Mr. Din Muhammad [East and West Central Towns (Muhammadan)
Urban] : Sir, I feel, that 1 would be failing in my dnty, not only to the con-
stitueney that I represent, but to the King-Emperor alse, to whom I ows
allegiance a8 a member of this House, if I did not join hands with the honoux-
able mover of this motion in drawing attention of this House to the excesses
‘perpetrated by the so-called guardians of peacs in the name of law and
order. Hvery member of the House knows, that I do not profess the Congress
creed and that I have always condemnned excesses on the part of the Con-
gresd volunteers as well as on the part of other national bodies. But I owe
2 duty to God as well as to my conseience to eondemn excesses, if I do not
approve of themn, when they are committed by the police force itself which
protects us from the excesses of others. Every word that Mr. Ogilvie has
said about the Punjab police force may be perfectly justified ; but that does
not mean, that a saint is at perfect hbarty to hehave like Sata.n whenever
he chooses so todo. It he behaveslike a saint, we worship him, if he behaves
like Satan wo condema him. Every day you ﬁncl these tales of woe published
in’ responsible papers. From Rawalpindi down to Simla, yon hear of the
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police excesses, of innocent persons being beaten, of infants being mal-
treated, of respectable ladies being disgraced. In my humble submission,
if anybody is to blame for spreading disaflection against Government, for
bringing the Government into hatred and conteinpt in these days it is our
police force, and i€ is mainly on this account that the number of thoge who

are growing discontented with the Government is every day increasing (Hear,

kear). You break heads no doubt ; but you break hearts as well, and it is
for us to warn yon against such misdeeds of the subordinate police officials
The atitude that the bureaucracy always adopts in defending the actions of
their subordinates, whether good or had, is not a justifiable one. They owe
as much loyalty to the Crown as we do and they are as much subject to our
criticisme a8 wo are o theirs. They are our servants. They are deputed
by His Imperial Majesty the King-Empetor to look after our comforts, to-
Yook efter our peace, to look alter our seeurity, and when we bring to their
notice, that some of their subordinate offieials are migbehaving and thus.
gpreading discontent among the people and jeopsrdising the peace of the
country, the attitude that they should adopt, should be the attitude of rengon-
able men, and loyal servants of the Crown. They should patiently listen to
these matters and tell us plamty that they will hold enquiries to satisfy the-
public and to satisty themselves that their subordinate officials, while they
maintain law and order, do not exceed their logitimate hounds (Hear, kear).
A police officer iz as much bound by law az L am or ag anybody olse is. Ax
the puardian of peace and order, heshould rather be more cantions, more
serapulous, more observant in the discharge of his duties. He ig a respon-.
sible official, and if he himself sets a bad example, surely that would en-
courage others to do the same. _
okt 300 lanS OpA 9 84S 3| 48 aa

The other day, Sir, a respeetable member of the Rawalpindi Bar Asso-
ciation sent & representation to the High Court Bar Association at J.ahore
supported by an affidavit, that while be was on his way from the Bar Room
to the court to appear in 2 cortain caie, a police officer, simply on avcount of
an old grudge that he bore againgt him, beat him on his cheek with his eudgel.
and eansed other simplohurts. Several other members of the Bar corrobo-
rated him. They also sené their affidavits and the High Court Rar Asse-.
ciation held an enquiry into the matter and was satisfied that the complaint-
was justified. Do you mean to say that Mr, Ogilvie as Home Secretary or
Si¢ Henry Craile ag Finance Member is bound to support that policeman even
in this aet ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No.

Mr. Din Muhammad: Further, on that very day some young boys were:
gsent to the lock-up by the authorities and an Anglo-Indian Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police went there and beat them and maltreated them, to such
an extent, that the members of the Bar Association were compelled to-
approach Mr., Beid, Sessions Judge, and bring him to the scene to show him
what was heppening under the very nose of the Sessions Judge and under
the very nose of the Deputy Commissioner. The Sessions Judge came out
and he gaw those things with his own eyes and the very next day he released
all the boys on bail. 'These are hatd facts which cannot be denied by any




GOVT.’$ DEMANDS FOR SUFPLEMENTARY AND TOKEN GRANTS, 1950-31. 911

member of Government. If these facts are true, as they no doubt are, surely
the memabers of Government cannot plead with good grace that because
‘thege policemen are working at the risk of their lives, they should be
allowed to resort to such methods of vioclenge whenever they choogs,

Take the instauce of Gujrat. I am ashamed to say that some time ago
the Deputy Commisgioncer of Gujrat convened a meeting in which he asked
all the loyal officials as well as other loyal gentlemen to have recoursa to
shoe beating whenever they went to disperse a pational meeting or & public
Jhalsa (cries of * shame ') because as he argued, the Indians felt the insult
of shoe-beating the most. Is this the attitude that & Government official
should adopt ? If we want to complain against such officers, to whom should
we appeal, if not te youn, the members of Government, because you are their
gaperiors and you alene can check thajr actions ?

Mr.D. ]. Boyd : 1 wish to say that no such complaint has reached
Government, :

Mr. Din Muhammwad : They issue sach orders verhally and not in
writing, because they know that these are illegal orders and that no higher
Government official would support them, This ia the reason that you labour
- under a misapprehension. True information is always withheld from and
wrong information always sent to you, and that is jeopardising your adminie-
tration. We, as loyalists exposs these officialy, becanse we feel thai the Gov-
ernment of His Majesty the King-Emperor, to whom we owe our allegiahes,
18 being jeopardised every day and this is why we urge that you should not
keep quiet over such matters.

Take the cage .7 (injranwals. Tha other day I went there and I was told
by reliable persons, wiio were eye-witnesses of the oceurrence that when a
peaceful meeting was going on, some police constables went there and they
-charged the audience with brass-shod lathis which come within the defini-
tion of a deadly weapon. I have seen such lathés in the hands of the police
constableshero. Every day I have heon seeing them on my way to the
Chamber, but since yesterday I have uoticed that those lathis have been
replaced by small batons, as they knew that this motion was coming in the
Coungcil (laughter).

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Will the honourable member
Pplease give me the date of the incident at Gujranwala ?

My. Din Muhammad : About a iortnight. Tn that Gujranwala ease,
the Bar Association has deputed two M. I. Cs., S8ardar Narain Singh and
Mr. Labh Singh together with a Mubammdan gentleman to institute an
enquiry in the same manner in which the Jullundur enquiry was canducted
-and in a fow day’s fime you might be informed of the result of that enquiry.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; As far as T know that case is
under trial in the enurt, ,

Mr. Din Muhammad : Is that police sub-inspector under frial ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The 18 people who were arrestad
-are under trial,

.My. Din Muhammad : It is only yesterdey that Miss Zutehi was res.
ponsible for an article in the Tribune giving her own experience in Simla,
the seat of the Government of India and the place where for the lasi fow
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days the Governors of all the provinees kave been holdmg a conference. She
is reapomble for the information, that volunters in Simla were thrown down
from a flight of 140 to 150 steps, Snmindful of the eonsequences which might.
regult. . Our complaint is that the police officials do not treat these nationel
workers as men but as animals, not as human beings bat ag beasts of burden.

- T am telling all this, because I would not like that this administration
‘should go o soor. I am anxzious, that their stay might he cantinued as I
_realise, that India cannot aflord to Jose them for the present. 1 do not want
thet the period of their rule should be curtailed by deeds such as these.
Please do not tolerate them. Everywhere, Sir, in Lahore, Sjmla, Gujran-
wala, Gujrat, Rawalpindi, Jullundur end other places we hesr of such police
exeetsep daily, but the Government is keeping gniet and is not discharging
its functions properly. They owe allegiance to the King-Emperor.
When I joined this House they bad to take the same vath as T did. What
have they done so far to dischazge their functions honestly, as they were
called ypon to do, when they took that oath ? Absolutely nothing, They
“think that they can flont. pub]m opinion and have ne respeet or regard for
it. How sad and disappointing !

In connectmn with this matter, T might refer to an incident that took
place this very morning when 1 was coming with
my friend from Mianwali (Khan Babadar Ticute-
.nant Saifnllah Khan). A European official who was wearing & monocle and
putiing on an official air enquiréd {rom Khan Babadur faifullah Khan,
whether he was going to—+ls (& K

My. D.]. Boyd : Was ho a poliee official ?
Mr. Din Mubsmmed : He appeared to be ro, because I think no

other 6ffficer wonld demean himself like that. Pe was wearing & morocle
and haﬂ an official air about bim. :

The Honcursble Six Henry Craik : Sir, T féel ﬂ:ehonoumble member
has mdade a very gerious reflection on gentlewen who wear monocles ard an
official air, As the only member of that clasg in this Coureil, I wish to
clear myself. T had not the pleasure of meeting the gent]smen referred

-to by the honourable member and it was not I who ueed the expression
eomplamed of.

',Irn,

Rana Firoz-uvd-Din Khen : The honcurable member wag only referr-
irg to the bebaviour of (he offieial and not to the wearing of monocles.

Mr.Dm Muhemmaed : Is this the valne you place on aur ccunsels here?

I want to make my position elear Sir, before 1 finish. Wheal condemn the
_excesses of the police, it does not follow that I approve of the exeesses on the
other dide. (Hmr, Lear). Inmy religion, it is leid down, that there eould be-
10 compulsion in religicus beliefs and I hold the view accordingly that even
in the matter of political belief, rio ccmypulsion skhould be resorted to. While
condemning the actiom of the polics, thercfore, I cannot defend these
pmketem either, I would never defend those persons who bamper trade,
who coerce purchasers and who interefcre with the peaceful avecations of

_ those with whem they come in contact, - My only ccmplaint ia that when
gction!is taken agninst them they are not trcated in the way they shculd be-
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treated. Treai themn a8 ordinary erimirals and finish with them. Suppos-
mg you find a murder committed, suposing you find a burglary, or a dacoity
committed, how will you treat the offenders—ag mera eriminals, to bs dealt.
with according to law. 1 want these political offenders also to be treated
in the seme way in accordance with law. Take them to law courls and
conviet them by allmeans but do not maltreat them, This would soon bring
peace nearer than otherwise. With these few remarks, T lend my humble.
support to the honourahle mover of this ent.

Sardar Mohindar Singh : I move, that the question be now put.
The mofion was logt.
The - Council then adjourned for lunch.

The Council ro-assembled at 2 2.m.  Deputy Prosident in the chair,

Dr.(Mrs.) M. C. Shave (Non-official, nominated) : Sir, while listening to.
the epeeches this morning it struek me that there was a great deel of empha-
pis upon the so-called police excesses when dealing with crowds. I wanted
to ask the members of this idouse if they have noticed when reading Iinglish
and Amcricen nowspapers, thut a certain amount of foreo is used by the
police there when dealing with erowds. They will find that when dealing
with c¢rowds wiro are bent upon their business, a great deal more force ig.
necessary than has been used in India. (Hear, hear). Accounts of injurius
received hy people in Europe and America have appeaxed agein and again in
the newspajsers and photographs illustrate the very rongh methods employed.
It 38 unavoidable when a erowd is determined upon its objeet and that object
isagainstlawand order. Itisimposgibleto deal with sacha crowd without
exercising some foree (Hear, hear), '

In this connection I am reminded of a story which is absolutely true and
which illustrates the point of view of some Indians, I lived in the grounds of
the Adayo Hospital for a great many years. iy husband’s quarters wers
¢lose to the main gate of the Hospital, Hsre there is o chowkidar stationed..
His duty 18 to see that the road throngh the hospital grounds is not nsed ag
a thoroughfare and also not o admit vigitors exeept during appointed hours,
That chowkidar was in constant tronble, e was beaten almost every week,
There is no exaggeration about this. His head wa3 cut open and his testh.
were knocked out on one occasion. {(An Honouraeble Member : Who.
were the persons who did this ?) They were people who tried £ use the road
ag & thoroughfare and psople who wanted to visit patients at other than the
hours fixed by hospiial rules. Thoy were people in mogt instances of the.
better class, the student class, the class of people who workin offices, edu-
cated men. Thiz is in sharp contrast fo the sentiments expressed by
members of this House when spesking of poliee methods of dealing with
crowds whose object is to defy the law. Small sympathy was shown by
on-lookers with this poor chowkider who was only doing his duty. (Cheers).

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang (North-West Towns, Non-Muhemmadan,
Urban) : Sir, 1 think Rai Bahadur Lala Moban Lal has done a great servics
‘both to the people and the Government by bringing forward this motion,
-"Any one who has been studying the progress of the movement must have,
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noticed one very great distinguishing feature in the poliey of those whe are
in charge of the movement and the policy of those who are in charge of sup-
pressing the movement. Those who are earrying on the movement, whether
we agree with them or mnot, whether we may be prepared to condemn
them or to evlogite them, one thing is absolutely clear and that is, that the
leseon of non-violence has gone home to the people of this country. (4n
Honourable Member : Question). My statement has been gquestioned, and 1
take it to mean that there have been some instances hers and there where this
leszon is forgotten. I am not prepared to deny that there have been such
instances. But when we consider a great movement like the one which is
now sweeping all over the eounfry we have to look at it as a whole and not to
attach undue importance to sporadic outbursts of violenoe here and there.
It sannot be denied, but such instances are not very many and in-fact are vory
rare, (An Honourable Member: Question). It i3 a great oredit to the
people who organise this movement and to the great apostle, Mahatma
Gandhi, who is the founder of this movement for he has inaugurated a
movement which up to this time the world has really never witnessed.
That will be, among many others, one c¢laim to his greatness and be
remembered by posterity. He has started an experiment which has never
yot been tried so far as I am aware in any other part of the world.
{Interruption). H the honourable member will please wait, he will
see my point. Mahatma Gandhi is trying to impress upon the authorities
of this eountry, and not omly the auathorities of this eountry, but upon
the authorities In other oountries and the people of this eountry and of other
-oountries, that there can be a change in the form of Government, that there
cam, it faeh, be & revelusion without shedding one drop of blood. It is there-
fore the duty of every one, both among the people and the Government that
not & drop of blood should be allowed to be shed sither by the people or by
the Government.
. I sent up a resolution myself on this subjeet. I was so much impresged

by the excesses of the polies which I had been reading in the papers from
day to day. (4n Honourable Member : Have you not seen #) No, I could not
have seen unless T was perhaps one of the volunteers or one of the victims
-or 1 had fime to go and see when the volunteers asserabled at certain plages
and when the police came and began to heat them.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : Has any honourable member of Gov-
-grnment seen any of these instanges, any of these alleged exeesses of the
police and is prepared to assert that the police were either justified or did not
aot in the manner alleged,? DBeeanse the interruption made by the honouar-
-able member gave an impression that nothing should be alluded to which was
“not; seen by the member with his ewn eyes.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Now, not only I but people who have
been teking a dispassionate. view of things like myself have been inapyessed
with the truth of the allegations which bave been made sgeinst the. pelive
‘from day to day. It was in that convietion that I sent up this resolution,
namely—

*“Thei this Council recormmends o the Government thad instructions shonld be issued
to the police end other exeontive suthorities of the province that they shonld
totally abstain from beating uwnarmed non-vivlent members of the public at-
tending political meetings or engaged in other peaceful political activities,”
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Unfortunately it could not be ballotted and therefore ‘it eould not be
.digonssed. I am thersfors very glad that this out was sent in by Rai Bahadur
Lala Mohen Lal to give the House an opportunity to discuss this subject.
One thing I want to make elear to the authorities, and that is this, that they
should not remain under the impression that the police are not eommitting
excesses. They can say, ‘* We are not parties to these exeesses. Our in-
struetions are that excesses should not be committed.” But they should not
in any way try to defend the police when they actually do commit excesses.
They should be grateful to Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal and to other
-members of the House who have brought to their notice instances of exces-
ges sommitted by the police. One instanee referrod to briefly by my honour-
able friend from Gujranwals (Mr. Din Muhammad) was about the eage of
an advoeate from Rawalpindi. It is absolutely neeessary that the anthori-
ties should know what actually happened there.

Mr. S. L. Sale : 8ir, my information is that this ease is sub-judice
now and is not therefore & fit subject for discussion in this Couuneil.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : I em not going to diseuss the merits of
the oase. I am interested only in drawing the attention of the Houses to the
affidavit of the lawyer, Mr. M. R. Madhok, Advoeste, High Court of Judioa-

ture, Lahore, practising at Rawalpindi, sent to Press and partly published in
the Tribune of 10th June 1980. o

Mr. Deputy President : Will the honourable member please refrain
from diseussing the ease ?

Dr. Golul Chand, Narang : I am not diseussing the case at all. I
am only reforring to whet was published in the press. Thisis what he
aaid )

¥ I am defending a good many political cages and in that capecity try my lovel best to
safegunrd the interests of the accusad, with the result that matters come on
record, which are not to the taste of the Magistrate, who ell at cnce becomes
vish, begina to threaten me at the tep of his voice and grinds hiz #eeth,
1 ti;e he told me that if I do not mend my weys, he will have to deal strongly

with me, -

¢ Bome of the resolutions passed by the Association which are not to the taste of officials

Ilrwe been proposed by me and the sgecutive anthorities wanted to terch men
eason,

“Bome days back, I had vehemently protested against the couduet of—and
other poliea officials, before the District Mogiatiate. I told the District
Mogistrate that the palice were neting in & very high-banded manner ; that
the lawyers were being illegelly cbatructed and wrongfully complained against
by police, and that even the Distriet Magistrate's own court wag turned by
polico as if that was s court inesmers. Trequested the District Magistrate
that free acoess to the courts should be guarsnteed to lewyers at least. On
that the Diatrict Magistrate enid that those were his orders, and I told him that
I was all the more sorry, because I found that soch orders of his were bejng
ignored with impunity.

! He also alleges that the beating given to him seemed to be deliberately planned.

** Another lawyer who saw Yog Raj Bhesin and Brij Bhushen in the Distriot Jedl,
mysinhisatatement: ¢ Both of them told me that they were beaten by

. after they had been taken into custody and were ectuslly i
the judieial lock up’,” v ym

These are the instanees. This is one of the incidents, as pointed ont
by: my honourable friend, that eame up before the High Court Bar Assoei-
ation. There are Bar Associations. We went into the matter and pasded
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a repolation condemning the action of the Rawalpindi police. I ean go further

and submit, Sir, for the information of the serviees coneerned and the mem-
bers of this House that the High Court Bar Association eonsisting of a
jarge number of lawyers. . .. .

" Mr. S. L.Sale: I may point out, Sir, that the honourable member is
roferring to the case which is subjudice. The astion of the police whether
right or wrong cannot be made & subject of disousgion in.this Chamber,

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : If my learned friend would have heard
me he would have some to know that I was going fo.say something entirely
different.

I was submitting, Sir, that the High Court Bar Association, eonsisting
of & large number of lawyers was so much impressed with the atrooities com-

‘mitted by the police thet they have sppointed & sub-commitiee consisting

of 9 membere, the most leading lawyers of the High Court have been appoint-
ed by the High Court Bar Association fo go into the question whether the
police has any right to use foree against the peaceful members of the publie,
and if e0, to what extent the use of foree s justifiable ; and sesondly, what
ato the zemodies for the people against whom the force is used by the police..
I am sure the sub-committee is working. It has done its work apparently
and we are soon expecting the report of that committee. I would say that
thotse members of the sub-committee are responsible men and their daily
business is to deal with law cases and the rules. If you look at the .list of
that committee, it is headed by Sir Moti Sagar. It also consists of an
Furopean member. Sir, you will at once come to know that it does not:
consist of politicians and the political agitators. Every one of them is a
regponsible citizen.

The other day, Sir—it is an extremely important matter to which I want
to draw your attention— & Gase was being tried &t Gujranwela. In that
¢age a statement was made by & police officer, a Sub-Ingpector, that one of the
aoonsed, who was being iried under Seotion 17 oi the Criminal Amendment .
Aot, had always been defending the political aooused in several cases, obviously
maintaining thet, this was one of the charges against him, and that was
one of the reasons why he was run in for an absolutely false and unformded

ocase, .
Chaundhri Zafrulla Khan : May I put a question, through you, Sir?
The honourable member says that one of the police officers said this. Was
the poliee officer in the witness box and i that statement on record ?

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : The Sub-Inspector was in the witness
box, and made the statement on oath. It is on resord and is open to inspestion
by any one who likes to inspeet it.

Chandbri Zafrulla Khan : Did the Public Prosecutor object to.

Mr. Din Mubhammad : It was the Publie Proseeutor who got it on.

record. .

" Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : The question of my honourabls friend
has been very aptly snswerel by my honourable friend Mr. Din Muhammad
that at the instance of the Public Proseoutor it was placed on record. This.
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port of the statement was also placed on the resord. Sir, this was the charge
against the accused made by the police. . No doubt there will be angels in
the police and there are angels in the police.

Chaudbri Zafrulla Khan : Was the man convigted ?

Dr. Goknl Chand, Narang: The man has been econvisted.
You would remember, Bir, the euthorities would kindly note that
this also is a very important matter to which the aftention of
the Government hes been drawn from day to day. Most of the
accused in the presemt movement end even those who are =mot
actually in the movement, and who are following one practice or another,
are not defending themselves. Therefore it eannot be concluded from the
the fact of convietion that the statement necessarily was true. It is not an
unrebuttable statement, If they are to be blamed, thousends of them ars fo.
be blemed, from the highest to the lowest, from Pandit Moti Lial Nehru and
Jawahar Lal Nehru down to the humblest folk whose nams you people would
not like to know. Bir, there is & further responsibility upon the aunthor-
ities. After all the anthorities are there to maintain peace and order and

- aleo to guard-the Yberties of the people, and, when they know that people
do not defend themselves, theixr responsibility becomes all the greater. T
wish to draw the attention of the House to a case which oceurred & month
ago at Amritser in which & gentleman namoed Abdur Rehmar Ghazi end
Hakim Sikandar Khizar and some other people were convieted on a police
report to stand their trial under Seetion 124-A. I know that cass because L
appeared in it myself. The report of the police was so suspicious prima facie
that naturally emphasis was laid on the doubtful charaeter of that
report.

Mr, Deputy President : May T know whether the honcurable member
is diseussing the excesses of the police ?

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Yes, Sir, it is @ very serious excess to
make a false report.

. T;:e Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon ¢ Is that caso not sub
Judice

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang: The appeal was aceepted and :tt. was held
that the police report was absolutely unreliable,

Mr, S.L. Sale: Sir, T question that statement. That was a clear
oage. I!)L‘lhle roport Way not proved to be true. It is different from being
upreliable.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : The ongmal statement of the police was
not proved to be correct and on this ground the Honoursble Mr. -Justice
Jobnston seqnitted the accused in that cese. If my honourable friends
want to know, there is & large number of such cases.” Thereis a comment on
thereport made by the police in another judgment. If I mistake not,
Mr. Justice Bakhshi Tok Chand made e strong remark agamst & . police
raport.

There are, Sir, hundreds and fhousands of oages in whieh the police has
committed excesses. T wish fo draw the attention of Government to the
Puonjabi proverb, the zakhm of qalom iz more seribus than thai of
the sword. I went to submit thet there has been a largs number

b2
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of cases in whioh the police has used lathis on peaceful orowds and
volunteers, and other law-abiding people. In this connection I
want to draw the attention of Government to one mora instance
ount of 0 meny whioch have already ocenrred and are occurring daily in
every town, in Lahore, Simls, Jultandnr, slmost in every place. I shall draw
the attention of the honourable members of this House to one instance
and that is about the caseof a pleader who was beaten at Sargodha, I will
not go into the merits and demerite of the case, but I will only mention
tho facts. The report is that the gentleman was & membor of the Congress..
He was probably the President-of the Naujawan Sabha and was interested
in several such orga,mzatlons A cage againgt him was panding. He want
to & meating and was sitting in a chair placerl for him by a friend of his whose
house was near the place where the meeting was being held. The meeting
was dispersed by force and the Magistrate accompanied by the police went
to thot place where this plaader, Ram Piara Mal, was sitting. He was beaten,
He ran into fhe house of his friend. He was followed into the house and

was beaten mercilessly there. (4n honourable member: When was it ?)
About 20 days ago.

Shaikh Ahdul Ghani : About % month beck.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : My friend Shaikh Abdul Ghani, who
belongs to Bargodha, certainly knows more about this matter, but the fact
is notorious. There have been hundreds of such cases in which the police
has been guilty of excesees. I ghould not be misunderstood when I say all
this. There are men and men in the police who are honest and I know
personally that there are some very good men in the police. Pro-
bably it iw for those good men thet we live, otherwise we would not
have been allowed to breathe in this couniry. If they were to be judged by
the excesses commifted by an ordinary conatable, the head congtable, the
gub-ingpeotor or some Huropean and Anglo-Indian sergeants, it does not
meen that all those who are serving this foree are the object of this motion.
The object of this motion is not to embarrass the Government and to harass
the police force, but the only object is {0 bring home to Government the
4reatment which is being meted out to peaceful citizens,

Every policeman should look upor himself as a servant of the people and
no4 as their master, able to deal with them in whatever way he liked, whether
it ig in regard to S8ardar Captain Sikandar Hyat Khan getting Rs. b, 000 or in -
‘regard to en ordinary individual like Ganda Singh, a constable gettmg
Res. 160 Re. 16. The same spirit must inspire every member of the serviee
whichever deparment it may be, The object of the motion would be served
if itis made plsain and plainer still to the officers and men of the police
“hat they are not to commit eny excess on the people and they should have
‘before them the example of the police in England where everyons
Jknows, even we people who go there at once find out that every police
man congiders himself to be a servant of the people and is always at their
beck and eall to belp them whenever help is nocessary.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Finance Member): Sir, I hope
the House will bear with me if I take some little time in dealing with thig
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motion, a3.I have a considerable number of instances to refute and a con-
siderable number of instances of my own to quote.’ I am efreid I shall
necessarily occupy the atfention of the Honse for some little time.

Before dealing with individual incidents such as have been brought to
the notice of this House I should like to make & fow remarks of a very
general nature on the existing situation as it presents itself to me. The
honourable mover of this motion bas admitted that it is the duty of Go-
vernmens {0 maintain Jaw and order. He said that that was the duty of any
Government, a proposition which I think is axiomatic. - Government is
confronted at this moment with a movement which, however well-inten-
tioned and whatever the sources from which it draws its inspiration, hag
as its avowed object to break the law and to break the law by meens of mass
action, You may call it non-violent if you like, in theory at any rate.
Personally, I do not admit that any form of mags aetion can be non-violent.
It predicates the use of one kind of force, that is the employment of great
crowds which is just as much a kind of violence ag hitting a man over the
head with a stick. That being the situation, there are hound to be eclashes
between the forces of that movement whose avowed object it is to break
thelaw and the forces of Government whose dufy it is to maintain it. You
eannot get out of it. It ix an impasge. In the course of these clashes force
is bound to be used. Our instructions are—and this is the law on the sub-
ject too—that, in dispersing any crowd that resists an order of dispersal
and that therefore "becomes an unlewful sssembly, the minimum amount
of foree that is necessary is to be uged. Those instructions of Government
are constantly reiterated and I think are very well known to-all our officers..
The difficulty is not so much in the instruetions thomselves as in the inter-
pretation of them. And I am the last to deny that in the enforeement of
these instructions occasionally people are hurt, people reeeive injuries
more or less severe and occasionally persons who are not really members of
the crowd, but spectators—I will not call them mere spectators because
anyone who puts himself in such a situation has only himself to blame—
sometimes they may receive injuries. I deeply regret that inevitable re-
sult and I sympathise with those who saffer. I sympathise with them the
more perhaps because I myself as a very young man once came into eon-
flict with the police. I was myself a vietim of what at the moment I con-
sidered a grave police oxcess. That was when I was a very young man ab-
Oxford. On a certain higtorieal oceagion the authorities fearing that there
might be & sort of riot or rag brought down a lot of London police. We
weore undergradnates and they were police. In the course of the rag I
saw 8 man who I thought was unfairly arrested and I was fooolish enough—
I was a boy of 20—fo interfere and I wag very properly given & bang on the
head with a police baton. This happened well over 80 years ago. I was at
the moment extremely indignant snd in faet waa boiling with indignation.
As soon ag I was sufficiently recovered to do so I went with & friend, who
had also been hit on the heed, who afterwards became a High Court Judge
in another provinoce, and we foreed our way into the police station and seid
we wished to lodge a complaint. ‘“ Oh! do you 2"’ came the reply; * we are
not taking any plaints at elf to-night! Out you go!” And out we
went, and landed violently on the pavement. That foolish indiscretion of
my youth taught me a lesson whieh I think is a Jesson every young man.
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ought to know, and that is, when you see the police in action, keep clear.
Anybody who interferes when the police are using forece in the execution

of their duty really is, I think, himself to blame if he gots what I got.

I think these clashes, or I should say the risk of these elashes, is greatly
inoreased owing to the methods employed by the local directors of the civil
disobadience movement. Their instruments in bringing about these claghes
are very largely small boys. Laiely they have used even more questionable
methods. They sre taking to employ women, a step whieh I greatly regret
to say adds to the unpleasant nature of the duties of the police. But almost
anywhere the use of small boys is now common. I think every member of
the House, or certainly every member of the House who is the father of a
small Boy, will agree with me that it is deeply regretteble that these little
childreh who ought to be at school or in the nursery should be led out and
made to shout those silly slogans, words which breed hatred and which
can have no effect except to turn them into really bad citizens. It ig possible
that by the time they grow up you will have full Swaraj and the Government
of the day will like them to be good citizens. Are they by these methods
boing taught o be good eitizens ? Are they learning the elements of dis-
eiptine”? I would appes) to all honourable members to use their influence
to stop these unfortunate children being dragged inte this movement and
being tpught day after day, hour after hour, these slogans of hatred, Tt is
disgraceful to rouse in children’s minds feclings of hatred to anybody or
anythitg., Children ought to be ‘‘friends of all the world” and to treat
.the whole world as their friends, and properly brought np children do. These
poor little wretches I have myself seen standing for honrs, little boys of 10
and 11 in front of a rank of police shrieking et the top of their voices the
game monotonous, silly, mesningless songs of hatred—what good is that to
anybody ? Surely it can only mean that when the clash comes there will
be feelings of bitterness not only on the one side, but on the other as well.
T deeply deplore that side of the eivil disobedience movement, and I
hope honourable members will join me in that feeling. .

I have slready said thet I sympathise with people who are hurt. I
Jdiglike ;as much as anybody here to see a man knocked out, even when I
know that he hag by his own aet put himself into o situation which may
heve thet resnlt. But I do wani honourable members to recognise one
agpect of the matter that Ithink is not perhaps fully recognised in this Honge,
but which has been most forcibly brought home to me. That is thet the
promoters of this movement are deliberately out to provoke clashes with
the police and that they are deliberately out to make the most of any in-
jurios that ave received and to excite sympathy by exhibiting the vietims

of thofe injuries. ' In many cases people who are only slightly injured,
who sre not even injured at ell, are paraded as vietims of police brutality.
Thet, Sir, I must ask honourable members to take it from me, is an ab-
solutely and clearly established practice. (4% honourable member : Ques.
tion.) I bave kmown cases where clashes were expected to take place,
when the leaders of those demonstrations or processions, whatever they
might be, have laid their plans to provoke & clash, and before the clash
comes ihave had their blood-stained bandages and ocharpoys all ready

baforahf:and. I have heard of one case in which the clash never came off;
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but the so-called cesualties had medical certificates written ont before hand
in their posket. (An honourable member : Name of the distriet?) Jul-
Iandur. The date was the 4th of July. My point is this, that these clashes
are deliberately provoked and in many cases the organisers are out to exoite
sympathy by exaggerating any trifling injuries that mey be received. (4n
honourable member : The instance cited is rather important, Will youn
Pleage toll ug who the medical practitioner was who gave the eertificate
baforehand 9) T am sorry I have not got the name.

Another point T wish to make is that in considering the oonduct of the
police you must also consider the nature of the difficultics with which the
police have to deal. You must consider in the first place that the police
hava sinee the inauguration of this movement in most of the distriots and
nearly all the lerger towns of the Punjab been exposed to & very severe
strain. Their hours of duty are far longer then the normal hours. In most
of the big towns where the movement is active, for example recently in this
very place, Simla, the whole of the police foree is on duty from early in the
morning £ill midnight or later, on duty of a most distasteful and harassing
nature, And in Lahore and Amritsar the strain has been even greater.
And T do want honourable mambers to bear another point in mind. Ever
since this movement started, the police in many places have been confinually
oxposed to stroams of insults. The favourite facties of the mob are to get
¢lose up against the police eithor at the police sfation or & rank drawn up
acrosd a road and to shout out ingults. ¥ have heard this myself on more.
than one ocoasion both in Amritsar and in Liahors and I have boen struck by
the greab restraint shown by the police in faee of these insulia. I am net
talking now of the words “ nqilab sinda bad > or “ toady backeha hai has,” 1
am talking of really obseene and ifonl insults directed at the female relations
of the police and I have heard that with my own ears. (4 woice: That is
vory shameful) That is shameful indesd and T feel sure that other members
like the honourable member think it shameful. (Voices: We do.) Buf
I hope the House will realise that this is the sori of thing to which the police
are exposed not on isolated oceasions, buk continuously and in innumerable
places. It is a very serious factor in the situation, Apart from that the
police have been exposed fo the most insidions and craftily worded appeals
directed against their loyalty.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadig ¢ It has nothing to do with exeesses.

— .

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: It certainly has. Surely, Sir,
%le conneotion is obvious between what I say and the motion before the

ouse,

I would not be doing my duty by the department which I have the.
honour to represent to-day if I did not add my testimony to the exiraordi-
narily great degree of restraint, the very fine spirit of discipline and the
courage that have animeied the police throughout these eritical months.
{Hear, kear.) 1 wich, Sir, spocially to mention ihe officer under whose general
guperintendenes the force is, Mr. Stead, the Inspector-General, whose cheer«
ful courage, equanimity and sériot sense of diseipline and impartiality have
been an inspiration to the fores under his command. (Hear, hear.) Mr, Stead
has in a high degree that quality which is go important in a sitwation like the
presant, the mens aequa on arduis, and I am cerfain that Mr. Stead more

&
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than any body would deplore any ackion on the part of any mdlv:ldlm!_
offieer of the polies which detracts from the officieney or the reputation of
the force under his command.

‘Bofore I procesd to deal with individual cases there is one other remark,
T would like to make- One or two speakers have criticised Government rather
on this line, that, * whenever we say anyting against the police, you refuse
to investigate.” Bir, that is not right. I cannot undertake that we shomld
havé an enquiry by an outside ageney into every single charge brought
against the police forse, That would be in the present eireumstances im-
poss;ble

Lala Kesho Ram, Sekhxi : Are the members of the Council an out-
gide' ‘agency ?

“The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That, Sir, would be impos”
. gible. The number of allegations is so0 enormous, you have only to read the
daily press to see instance after instance, allegation after allegation, practic-
élly:all giving only cne side of the case, that I cannot really undertake to
investigate all of them. But I will give the House this assurance that any
statement made to me from any responsible quarter I shall be prepared to
mvesingate, and indeed oll statoments of this kind originating from such
goutces have hitherto been investigated. I caunot accept, as one speaker.
sggested, that statements in the press are necessarily correct, nor can I
regard them all ag originating from responsible quarters, I am sory to say
that the bulk of the present-day press is not impartial in this strnggle and, if
we were o attempt to confradiot every statoment made in the press, the
aecrai;a.nat would be working twenty hours a day, and then eou]d not. gom-
pleﬁe the task.

: |Dr. Gakul Chand, Narang What is the Publioity Depariment.
doing ? - '

. -The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: I conld not grapple with it.
The stream of false or semi-false statements is too great. For instance,
take another department of Government. I think hardly &  day passes
when I do not seo that in such and such a jail the “political * prisoners
have gone on hunger-strike. I began asking by sending telegrams to find
out; if the statements were {rue. Bui I have given up doing so now for I
fonnd that these statements were practically never true. I was startled to
resil that in such and such a place 20 arrests had been made for non-payment
of land revenue, when so far as I knew there was no movement for the nen-
payment of Jend revenve in that disirict. That statement appeared in
nearly all the leading papers of the provinee. But it was enxirely untrue.
There had been no non-payment of land revenue and no arrests. But,
5"? I repeat that any statement emanating from a responsible guarter made

to xe will be investigated as promptly s possible.

¢ Lala Kesho Ram, Sekhri : What is a responsible quarter?

| The Honourable Sir Hemyy Cratk : Any member of this House or
ms' organised bo
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Now, Sir, thore is one other remark I want to make which is not direetly
concerned with the actnal allegations made to-day . One honourable speaker
mentioned by name two polise officers and expressed an opinion, ib was
nothing more than bis personal opinion, exeeedingly derogatory to those
officors. I think, Sir, you will agree with me that this is contrary to the very
good tradition prevailing at Westminster. When an attack has to be made
on Government, it is the member representing the Government in the House
who is attacked. Subordinate cfficers who cannot defend themselves shonld
not be attacked by name. (Hear, kear.) If an honourable member wishes
to complain of an officer, he can do so outside this House 10 me, but in this
House attacks directed against a partieular department of Government must
be directed to me. I am prepared to defend ik I is not fair to an officer
if he is to be attacked by name while deoing his duty in extremely trying
and arduous conditions. I trust that my contention in thal respeet will
have the support of the Chair, (Hear, hear.)

My, President: What does the honourable member mean 9 Does
he mean that if a subordinste officer of Government is to be attacked
by this House by a motion his name should not. be mentioned ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: My contention is that, if
honourable members have any complaint to make againsi the sonduoct of a
gubordinate or any officer of the police force, they should make it in the
first instance to me and not on the floor of the House. It is a very good
tradition, if I may venture to say so, which is observed in the House of
Commons, that subordinate officers should not be attacked by name on the
floor of the House; if an attack is to be made, it is made against the Minister.

Mr. President : If the abtack is direoted say by & motion against
a pariieular officer of Government, the motion would be in order, but if
an attack is made indirectly by bringing in the name of an individual
officer of Government, I would certainly discourage it.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: Ii the present instance the
aftack was made in the course of a speceh by a speaker. T was not aware
‘fat the point was going to be raised and I was naturally not informed of
it and could say nothing about it. T could noé possibly object bo a motion
of which T had notice. My point is that atbacks on the police deparfment
in this House cught to be directed againsi the memberin charge of the
department. '

1 will now endeavour io deal with one or two actual cases of alleged
police exoessas that have been brought to our notice. But I em in a difficulty-
here. In very few cases have dates been given, and in very few ocases
have I been given any real details. But, so far as I ean, I will endeavour
to moet the cases that have besn mentioned. I am afraid some of them I
never heard of before. I did not know what cases were to be brought up. 1
bave colleated as much material as I could. But it s said that an impres-
sion is being spread abroad that the police is everywhere and on all oseasions
cruel, or at any rate habitually use force in excess of the needs of the situa-
tion against & public which is always non-violent. ‘I entirely agree with
the honourable member that such an impression is being sedulously oreated,
bk it is not the right impression. The facts are entirely different from that,
This is certainly the impression thai is being orested. The first instance
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mentioned oocurred, at a date which the honoursble mover has not men-
tioned, in the town of Nawanshahr in the Jullundur distriet. That town,
fir, has rather a bad reputation earned during the
_ prosent struggle because on one, if not two, oc-
-pasions serious assaulte on the police were made at that plage. On the 20th
of June a political moefing was held there whare some intemperate spoeches
weore made some of which direotly advoeated the use of violence. Now
the spoakers who advooated violenee must have heen partionlarly
pleased because in the middle of the meeting & brick wag thrown whieh struck
a police constable and out his head open. That was followed by volleyz of
-gtones hurled aé the police and the small foree at the meeting was in grave
danger of being overwhelmed, in which case one shudders to think what
their fate might have besn, keeping in mind the ingtances of Chaurt Chaura,
Sholepur, Chiftagong and so on. There was only a small body of polise
thore, six of them, and several village officers who came to their help recsived
gerious injuries. Thersafter they dispersed the meeting as an unlawful
asgembly, Two polico constables had their uniforms torn to pieees. One
sustained what is known in law as & grievous injury. That was one instence
‘bow. non-violence ig interpreted in Nawanshahr. Ancther was when a police
man was ehdeavouring to arrest a certain vegetable seller of the place.
"This happened on the 26th of April. The men used filthy abuse to the
constablo and vesisted arrest. He then struck the constable on the head
with an iron scale and followed this up by stabbing him with a knife on his
forohead. Another constable who came fo his resene was also seriously
injured gnd-the vegetable seller was in tha act of stabbing the man a second
#ime when shme of the villagers rushed up and stopped him.

The nexé incident which the honourable member mentioned was that
.of Nakodar, of whisch I have no particulars,

Rai Bahador Lala MohanLal: They are all mentioned in my
report. . ’ - .

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The honourable member spoke
of one or two incidents in Jullundur itself, and especially one on the 5th of
May which was the subject of an enquiry over which the honourahle
member himself presided. Here Iam afraid it is- & onse of direct conflict
‘between the viow of the honourable member and his eommittee and the
view taken . by Government which is not based entirely. on enquiries
made by police officers, but on enquiries made by the Commisgsionar. Our
asoount of that incident wes given by me in answer to a question on the
floor of this House yesterday or the day before. There again a police con-
stable attending a meeting wae strock by & stome and in self-defence the
.officer in eharge had to order the crowd to disperse and on refusal it had
$o be dispersed by force. _

The honourable member also mentioned the Imdhiana district and stated
that the Aman Pasand Sabha had requisitioned troops in 1919. That was
11 years ago and I do not think that that is very relevant to the motion
before the House. That Sabha had announced that it was going to hold
. meeting on a certain day, the 22nd of April according to my informadion.

An honourable member: At a public place?) I think s0. They were

-
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threatened by the Congress people that they would break up the meeting.
Bo the Sabha asked for police agpistance. The meeting was held and there
was trouble. The Deputy Commissioner was sent for and he ordered the
meeting to disperse. The members of the Aman Pagand Sabha retired from
the place and went into a building near by ; but the Congress psople remeained
at the meeting-place and continned to demonstrate. They broke up the -
stage fhat was used as the platform for the meeting, put out the lamps and
finally tried to break into the town hall in which the members of the Sabha
had taken refuge. The police had thereupen to order the erowd to disperse
and gave them warning aceordingly that if they did not disperse they would
be dispersed by foree ; and eventually they were dispersed by foree, but not
till after the police had heen assanlted and several police had their uniforms
torn and a head constable was injured. So much for that instance.

I now comse to Simla, to which the honourable member, aa it is his con-
stituency and his place of residence, has naturally devoted a considerable por-
tion of his speech. I was glad to hearthe tribute he paid to the Deputy Com-
misgioner as & sympathetic and considerate officer. I have in my band the
Deputy Commissioner’s report of the incident to which the honourable member
has referred. The first incident in Simla happened on the 9h of May,
'The Deputy Commissioner himself hed personally to order the dispersal of
@ large mob which he had declared to be an unlawful assembly. On that
-oocagion it was necessary fo arrest six men. I do not want to go farther than
that because I rather think these men are still under trial. The next day
& deputation headed by the honourable member came to see the Deputy
Commissioner and alleged that one of the men arrested had been severely
beaton by the police while being taken to the losk-up and again when inside
the lock-up. One gentloman told the Deputy Commissioner that he had seen
the beating going on with his own eyes. I do not know his name. The
Deputy Commissioner sent a magistrate to interview the accused and to find
out the real facts. Five of them said that they had not been beaten at all.
‘One alleged that he had been hit by a sergeant with a cane, but the other
prisoners said, ¢ no, he had not been beaten at all.”” This is quoted as an
example of how gnite respectable people can be deceived by the sort of
staternents made by these persons.

Lala Chetan Arand : Were the statements of those persons taken
on oath ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I cannot sey on oath. They
‘wore in the look-up. '

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : They may be different persons.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Another incident occurred on
the 14th of July., That was the next incident. The Deputy Commissioner’s
report on this ineident iz to this effeot, that 6 volunteers in uniform ecame
on to the Mall accompanied by a large crowd singing songs, disturbing the
public tranquillity and obstructing trafiic ; they were asked to move off to
the lower bazar, bui refused and sat down on the Mall; they were then
-ponducted by an inspeetor and sergeant to one of the alleys leading from the
Mall to the bazar and pushed down ; & certein amount of foree had to be
used as the volunteers lay down and resisted being moved. The Deputy
Commissioner concludes his report by deploring that during this period of
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agitation in 8imla he has not received even a single offer of essistance from:
any non-official gentleman except one, and he cannet help feeling that if the-

leading gentlemen of the town would use their influence to restrain the
agitation it would be to the advantage of all, '

Now another incident was mentioned in regard fo Simla. It was not:
mentioned by the honourable mover, but by another speaker. It was about
Miss Zutshi. I understand that the allegation was that, on the occagion when
His Excellency the Viceroy eame to this building, some violence was used
against her ; but that is not the case. In fact the lady was actually allowed

to commit an offence, rather than have been removed by foree, which could:
eagily have been done.

I think that ooneludes the list of incidents mentioned by the honour-
able mover, with the exception of one which he told us took place to-day af
Simla, in regard to which I have ascertained that the Deputy Commissioner-
is making an enquiry. But I confess that I cannot but take the allegation
that & man ig unconscious and seriously injured with some cantion.

The next speaker referred to Robtek and made special reference to-
Madina village in regard to ‘which I have some information. An incident
happened at Madina on the 1st of July whep a body of Coungress volunteers.
arrived there and tried fo persuade the lambardars to refuse to pay the land
revenue., That is under the Ordinance a criminal offenee. The lambardars-
were veady and willing to pay the land revenue and had in fact, I understand,.
collected it, and were actually on their way o pay it into the tahsil when they
were detained by these Congressmen. It seemed that a broach of the peace
was imminent and the sub-inspector thersupon took action under the secur-
ities section of the Criminel Procedure Code, He started making some arrests..
The mob prevented by foree the sub-ingpector from taking away the people
he had arrested. He succeeded in getting them into a lorry, but the removal
of the lorry was pevented by the crowds who bioke the lamps and smashed
the glasses of the lorry. The sub-inspector was himself in. great danger
and had to send for assistance. A further body of police arrived and there-
upon arrested a number of persons, some of whom, I understand, are still

under trial. That is the ease veferred to by Chaudbri Baldev 8ingh of
Rohtak. . ’

He mentioned another village Karedi, but I have heard of no incident.
there and I am sorry I cannot say anything about that.

Mr. Din Mubammad of Gujranwala quoted several cases from the
newspapers, but I am afraid, as I have already pointed out, I cannot aceept:
newspaper statements of incidents of this kind as impartial or even as ap-
proximately correct. These stetements are invariably, in my experience,.
grosaly exaggerated and invarisbly state only one side of the case. He
quoted again as an authority a statement made in & newspaper article by
Mrs. Zutshi. There again I canmot look on that as an impartial source.
That lady is onie of the most prominent supporters of the civil disobedience
movement and is constantly leading proeesmons and so on. I cannot aceept
her as.an impartial witness.

_ Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang, mentioned some so-called police exces-
gos of o rather different character. He said that evidence given by policer
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officers ig often found to be untrue. Those sort of cases I admit I did not
expect to be brought up to-day, and J am not unfortunately in a position
to meet them or digeuss them. But one case he mentioned in which he said,
if I understood him aright, that a certain police officer, in the course of giving
evidence in a criminal trial, stated that the accused person had defended
many political accused. I cannot see the excess. The officer was in the
box and he was bound to answer questions put to him, If it was in fact true

that this person had defonded political offenders, he was bound to tell the
truth.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : The Honourable Finance Member scems
to have misunderstood me. That was an ingtance quoted by me. I said
thet people are prosecuted for having defended political offenders. One
instance was from Rawalpindi and this was from Gujranwala, and that
ingtance from Rawalpindi was supported by an affidavit from which I quoted,
I mean Mx. Madhok’s instance. I quoted both kinds of instances of excesses
of the police, the physical as well ag that of reporting. Mr. Madhok’s
ingtance was of physical excess. He had started that case by an affidavit

and by the statément of 18 other lawyers of Rawalpindi who were oye-
witnesses.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : As regards Mr. Madhok’s ecass,
-1 take it that this happened on May the 19th, when the crowd was de-
- monstrating outside the eourt and had to be dmpersed by the police, who used
eanes, and not lathes.
Another similar incident took place three days later on the 22nd when
& number of arregts had been made. I think that was the case m regard to
which we have received a protest from the Bar Association. - I feel very
sympathetio towards Mr. Madhok, but I do not feel that I am in a position
to say anything about that statement at present as I understand that a
number of persons who were arregbed on that occagion are under trial. It
is perhaps possible that he was one of the people whom I had referred to

in the earlier part of my speech and was struck by mistake. I am sorry I
cannot meet the honourable member as to that incident.

Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : He has applied for sanction to prosecute

‘the police officer and I hope you wﬂl give the sanction to bring out the
- truth.

The Honoursble Sir Henry Craik : I thmk I have mentioned &ll the

" ineidents of alleged police excesses which were brought to my notice in the
“.course of thin debate. I hdéve admitted that there are some incidents of
‘which the dates and full particulars have not been given and-which I have not

“ been able to identify. 1havementioned one or two sssaults on the police,
but I have a very large number of such cases with which I do not propose to

- weary this House. But the point I wish to make is that the pohce have been
.exposed throughout these months of the eivil disobedience campaign not only
t0 a constant and steady stream of abuse, not only to continuous and day-
by-day misrepresentations in the press and on the platform of their actions,
1ot only to insidious attempts to seduce them from their loyalty and to make
them to refuse to do their duty, but in addition they have been exposed to a
very real and very grave danger of pergonal injury and even loss of life.
Throughout that period the conflicts between the police and between dis-
orderly crowds have been frequent. But I think the House will agree with
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mo that it is a striking tribute to the restraint which the police, and I may
~add the magistraey, have shown in the discharge of their duty, that only on
one oceasion since this campaign started has it been necessary to use fire arms,
and even on that cocasion only one man was hit and was very slightly
wounded.
Dr. Golnal Chand, Narang ¢ That is equally a tribute to the people.
The Honourable Sir Hemry Craik : That may be or that may not
be, but I wonld call the attention of the honourable member to the fact—
end I think I can do thig without making invidious ecomparigons—I would
like to ask in how many provinees in India has there been only one case
of firing, L
Dr. Golkul Chand, Narang : That shows that the people are peace-

tal.
_ Thie Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; The people of the Punjab are
by general repute less poaceful than those of other parts of India.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq : But they are more sensible.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : There iz one other point before
I sit down that I would like to mention. I very earnestly hope that this
House wiil not by its decision on this motion pass a vote of censure on the
police. T have mentioned fhie strain under which the whole police is acting,
and I would like to bring to the notice of the House that a large part of our
polico force, the part for whom this demand under diseussion has beéen
presentéd, is composed of that same magnificent material that won for the
Punjab such a name during the Great War. They ars men from peassnt
homes, of all creeds and of very numerous iribes, Bvery single man almost
without: exception whom we have enlisted is an old soldier. Every single

ong of them, officors and men, to the best of my helief, wears on his breast

tho medals that he hag won in the Great War. It is these mon who stand
to-day at the bar of this House and it is on their behatf that I ask the House
to reject this motion. (Applause.)
. - i Zafrulla Kham [Sislkot (Mubhammadan) Rural): Sir,
nobody will deny that in dizenssing this motion the House is engeged in the
consideration of & very grave and very serious matfer. On the.one hand,
there is the plain duty of Government to maimtain peace and order in the
province and to secure to the peaceful cilizens of the province the undis-
turbed pursuit of their ordinary avocations. In fulfilling that duty Govern-
ment are very often faced with grave diffisultios and situations arise where a
deeision ‘on the one gide ox the other is bound §o be franght with grave eon-
sequences. Nobody will therefors be disposed to deny that Govern-
ment's position at guch times is one of great xesponsibility and difficulty and
everybody who realises his responsibility in these times of violent agitation.
must be'preparsd to concede to Government all puch power and all sueh
means as would enable Government to disecharge its duty adequgtely
towards ‘the public—a duty in the performsnce of which the public is itgelf
very keenly interested.
On the other hand, Government themselves will not ba disposed to deny
that in earrying out that duty they must have regard to the rights not only
-, of thet section of the eitizens who think politically along the same lines as are
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aceeptable to Government, but also to safeguard the rights of those who are
in political opposition to Government. As I have said, the first proposition
will not be denied by the political opponents of Government and the second
proposition will not, I hope, be denied by the members of Government
themselves. The position therefore is that this House, at any rate so 1
hope, that this Houss, reslising its responsibility, would be prepared on oc-
cagions when Government approaches this House for further powers or for
larger granty in order to discharge this duty, to give Government those
powers or grant thoge funds. But, if in connection with the dischaxge of
that duty, it comes to the notice of the members of this House, either indi-
vidually or collectively, that acts have been eommitted which prima facie
are ingupportable, it must lodge a protest with Government before
arming them with larger powers or granting larger funds, This motion
is not directed towards refusing to Government the extra amount of money
which they have asked this House to grant in order to enable them to carry
out their daty to safeguard the lives, property and liberties of the people
of this province. This motion is divected towards drawing the attention of
Government to incidents which are alloged to have occurred end to the
very serious political consequeniees which those incidents might lead to, and
to advise Government to take such steps as would put an end altogether, or
at least to a very large extent, to the repetition of snech incidents and would
engonder confidence among the public that Government is doing all that it
can {o prevent the repetition of such unbappy incidents. There is one cate-
gory of ineidents to which I am not personally disposed to attach importance.
It is no doubt true that, when during the course of the discharge of their
duties the polies are faced with this situation that they have to disperse
unlawful assemblies, it becomes extremely dificult both for the officers.
directing the police force and for the men in the police foree to weigh, as.
has been said, in golden scales the amount of force that is necessary for the
dispersal of such assemblics. In dispersing such assemblies i is bound to-
happen that the police think that they are wusing the minimumn amount.
of force, and those against whom force i9 being used naturally consider that.
they wre being persecuted under the cloak of the police carrying out their
daties of protecting peaceful citizens. That is & matter op which 2 deecision
would be extremely difficult ; in a elear case of excesz no doubt the police-
could be blamed, but in a case of doubt the benefit of the doubt muat go to
‘the person or persons who are acting in the lawful discharge of their duties
and not to persons who have been deelared to have assembled for an unlawiul
purpose. (Hear, hear.) To that extent I am prepared to agree with the
Honourable ¥inance Member and, with the exeeption of glaring instances,
to acguit the police both of an intention to cormmit excesses and of actual
eommisgion of excesses, (Hear, hear.) Bui, on the other hand, many of ue
have felt that, very probably due to the long continued strain t0 which the
officers and the men of the police force have been exposed during the past six
months and more, a spirit has perhaps been engdndered, not in the depart-
ment or the force as & whole, but at certain places or among certain individ-
ual officers or men of the police foree, that they are somehow justified or
certain ocossions in retelisting and cansing injury by way of revenge. At
.ordinsry human beings we sre ourselves liable sometimes to be actuated by
that spirit and I would be willing to make conoessions to a certain extent if
the consequences of the spirit have not been manifested in any very serious.
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menner. But I hope honourable members will agree that, however great the
difficultios of the police, they are bound to act under these circumstances
with far grester restraint and far greater conirol over their feclings than is
oxpected from the opponents of peace and order. No doubt, morally the
police are engaged in the discharge of a duty which is for the benefit of the
public. But our own.political predilections one way or the other really have
» nothing to do with thiz question.

Again I hope the honourable members on the Government benches will
agres with me that’ however condemnable from their point of view and equally
from my own point of view the political activities of those persons may be,
until they have done something which places them within the misebief of
the law they are entitled 23 much to the protection of the police as any ordi-
nary peaceful citizen. When such incidents have cecurred, some of which
have been alluded to, where a policeman or a police officer has aszaulted or
s alleged on prima facie evidencs to have assaulted & peaceful citizen, who
ot the time when he ig elleged to have been asaulted was not s mémber of
any unlawful assembly or crowd, it is in the interest of Government
themselves not only to take action, but to make an example of the officer
or policeman who has misbehaved in that manner not merely on the ground
that the police being the guardians of the peace ought not to behave in that
manner, but also on the ground that an allegation of that kind made against
Governmant in these times ig likely to do far greater harm than'in ordinary
"peaceful times ; and it is likely to be made a ground for further political pro-
paganda, and capital would be made out of it. Therefore, in their own
interest, in order fo preserve the good neme of the police and the good name
of Government, it is necessary to demonstrate that, however objection-
able the conduct of these political ¢rowds mey be, Government and their
officers in the heat of the moment will not be permitted to loge their heads
or their tempers and that Government will make an example of any officer
or man who i8 afleged and is proved to have acted in an objectionable
Tianoer.

Now the difficulty that arises in this case, and the difficulty that makes
it necessary that these matters should be venfilated in this House and very
strongly pressed on the attention of Government, is this: If persons are
engaged in activities of an unlawful character, they would be promptly pro-
secuted by Government or the police and there is no hindrance, no barrier,
in the way of Government taking action against smeh individuals; and I
suppose action is always taken. But, supposing & police officer or & police-
man has unjustifiably assaulted a member of the publie, the public is not at
liberty to prosecute such an officer without the sanction of Government.
‘Therefore at the very initial stage the remedy is not equal. If the remedy
‘had been equal, one would easily offset {he other. Both sides of the question
‘would be left to the judieial tribunals to determine. If the officer 1z found
to deserve blame, he would be punished, and if the individual iz found to
deserve blame, he would be punished, and this House would not be
under the necessity of taking notice of a struggle of this kind. But at the
very initial stage it is for Government to determine whether there is, or
18 not, 2 prima facie case to permit one of their own officers to be triedin &
court of law, 1am not eavilling againat that provigion of the law, I do not
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want that that provigion of the law shonld be repealed. It is perfectly renson-

able that, before the officars of Government who are engaged in the discharge

of such delicate, responsible and onerous duties are subjected to the ineon-

venience, annoyanee and expense of a prosecution, Government should have

gome prima facte material upon which to decide whether a prticular officer

is likely to have acted in the manner in which he is slleged to have acted ;.
bat nevertheless, whatever may be the reasons for the withholding of
such ganction, the matter rests in their hands, and as the matter reats in their
hands their responsibility is also inereased and they must be able to justify
themselves before this House and before the public, before the House can
acquit them of the charge that in no instenoe whatsoever has any excess been
ecommitted of which Government should have taken notice. Now take one
instance. Only the other day certain sllegations were made by Government
ageinst ¢ Iate member of this Houses that in the discharge of his duty as a non-
official visitor of jails he had misbehaved. .On receipt of that charge of mis-
behaviour Government withdrew the privilege which had been eonferred
gpon him, or rather refased 4o confer upon him the privilege which according
to the resolution which was accepted by Government should have béen con-
farred upon him ; and then ealled for his explanation, so that, if he could clear
himself of that charge, the privilege might be restored to him. Very good.

On the other hand, affidavits have been brought to the notics of Government,
sworn by & member of the Rawalpindi bar, submitted by the Rewalpindi
Bar Association to the High Court, in which he alleges that he was sssaulfed
without rhyme or reason by-a police officer who had a grudge against him
on grounds of certain political differences. That statement, we are told, wag
supported by the siatements.of several other lawyers of the Rawalpindi bax,
May I ask Government whether they consider that the status of a lawyer
of the Rawalpindi Bar Association is not equal to that of an Assistant Superin-
tendent or a Deputy Superintendent of Jails ? If it is, then, did Go-

vernment aet with equal fairness towards their own officers and towards the
public, and did they take similex action in this matter as that which they
took in the case of a member of this Honse ? Did they, on receipt of inforin-
ation saying that such an efiidavit had been sworn, which, I understand, is

published in the press, promptly suspend that- particular police officer

soncerned and tell him that he would be restored to his post and to - the
emoluments thereof in casoho- succeeded in oclearing himself of the charges

brought against him ? - ' .

- - If they did not do so—there is no information befors the House that they'
did do so—then do they not stand open to the charge that they are on all
oocasions disposed 1o believe the version of an officer of their own simply
becanse he happens to be an officer of Covernment as against a member of
the publio, however high his status mey be? In one case, Government was very
prompt to take action against & member of the House who was complained
against by two gentlemen against whom I have nothing to say. On the
other hand, they took no asction on their own accord against an officer who
was complained ageinst and were presumably satisfied by the word of the
offiser that he did not act in any manner which would lay him open to any
digeiplinary action. (Mr, D..J. Boyd: It was not on the officer’s report; but
* onthe report of the Depnty Commissioner.) Very well. ' It was the report
of .the Deputy Commisgioner, who -is the head of the police in the district.

B
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[Ch. Zafrulle Khan.] ' .

I do not say, 1 do not allege, and it is not my habit to allege on ex parie state-
ments, that a cortain thing is proved, that these officers misbehaved, nor do
I say that that affidavit sworn by the lawyer from Rawalpindi was wrong
or false. The matter has to be decided, and cannot be decided merely by
. allegations on one side or the other. DBut the question is, you have got to
engender confidence among the publie and among the members of this House,
that in all these matters strict impartialify and fairness is being abserved
by Government and their officers, And whai was the mannher in which
that confidence was sought to be engendered ? The head of the police of the
distriet was asked 16 make a report. He made 8 report that this particular
gentleman who had probably made himself obnozious as he himself alleges. .. .

Mr. D. J. Boyd : I think it is misleading to talk of it as the repors
of the police. It was & report of the District Magistrate.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : The Chief Secretary does not appear fo
kmow that. the District Magistrate is the head of the police. If the Chief
Secretary would be satisfied with an authority, I would refer him to the first
volume of the report of the Simon Commuission where he willfind the District
Mogistrate is deseribed to be the head of the police. He is also deseribed
as such in the Police Act end in the police rules if I am "not mistaken. . That
was one instance. Another instance was eited where a Pablic Prosecutor
rhade it & part of hig case, presumebly under the instructions of the District
Magistrate again, the head of the police, that & certain lawyer should be put
‘on sesutity or should be convieted of an offence on grounds one of whicE was
‘that he had very zealously defended political cases.” Ishould have liked to
know what eetion Government propose to take against the Public Proseout-
or who go far forgot his duties 28 & member of the bar that he mads, or caused

to be made, snch an allegation egainst an acoused person.

" Mr. President : Could Government take any action against a member
of tho bar as such?

' Chaudhri Zafrilla Khan: Not as & member of the bar, buf as

‘& Public Prosecutor. As & member of the bar he ought to have been aware

‘0f the several ralings, : ,

The Honourable Six Henry Craik : I may state, Sir, to save time,
that I never heard of this. I shall now look into if.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan ;' For the information of the offieial
benches I may tell them that as & member of the bar he;ought to have been
aware of several rulings of thé various High Courts, two of them very recent
ralings of the Allahabad High Court that, when a briefis offered to a lawyer,
on whetever side it is offered, on payment of & fair fes, it is miscondiict on
his part to refuse the brief. Therefore, if a brief is offered to s lawyer, he
must seeept it, and, when he accepta it, it would again be misconduct on his
part if he does not zealously defend the side which briefed him. I fail to see
what grievance Government had on that ground against this particular
lawyer that he had zealonsly defended political cases: Therefore, when
guch instances as I have now mentioned, not cases of cleshes between the
polios and the erowd with regard to whioh, as I have said, I accept the state-
ment of the Honourable the Finance Member, occur, whare it is ghown
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that with regard to particular individuals the polies have acted beyond their
powers simply beeanse they happen to belong to a political party which ig
not in favour with Government, which is not, I may also say, in favonr
with me for, for, as to this eivil disobedience movement and ‘other kindred
questions, I am entirely opposed to the propaganda which iz being carried
oh in this provines, it becomes the. duty of the House to press upon
Government to take such measures as would engender confidence in this
House and in the public that Government are domga].l that they ecan fo
obviate such occurrences.

It might be asked what Govemment should further do. I have, in reply
to such a possible question, a concrete suggestion to make to Govern-
ment. The Honourable the Finanee Member has at his disposal the services
of certain honourable members of this House who have been elected by thig
House to serve on the Standing Committee on Police. Under the -Standi
Orders es explained by you, Sir, the day before yesterday, I think it is open
to Government to refer any madter to thie committee for their adviee,
Of course, it is perfectly open to them not to refer any matier at all, but I
would give them this advice on this occasion that, the political situstion in
the country being such as both sides of the House have described, it is of the
utmost importance that Government should be asquitted of all blame in
such matters not so much for the sake of the individvals who may have heen
injured or hurt or whose rights may have been interefered with, but for the
sake of the peace and trmquﬂhty of the provines in the long run, that there
shm:ld be no such suspicion against Government es has been ocast. from
various gides of the Honse. My reason is this, that, when such matters arige,
it is not sufficient for Government io say, if from responsible quarters
we receive compla.mts we shall look into them and make sympathetio
enquiries, for that is the dnty of Government on every occasion. If they:
have not done so in the past, that is a very strong reason for condemni
their attitude, and if they have been doing that in the past, that has been re-
garded a3 insuffictent by this House and they must do something further to
show to the House that they are willing {0 accept my suggestion.

Mr. President : May I renind the honourable member that the Couneil
is hker to be dissclved in & month, and that, éven if the new Council comen
into existence some time in October, the Police Committee canndt be slected
before March next ?

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan: But the gentlemen who now ‘Berve On -
that committee may be continued.

Mr. President : But a Standing Committes of the Council ecannot
confinue to axist after the dissolution of the Couneil.

Chauvdhri Zafrulla Khan : Mydubmission ig, if thet is not possible,
I would make this offer to Government, that they should selost 4 non-
official members of this House from various sections at their own discre.
tion, members in whom they have confidence, that their judgment will not be
influenced by any political considerations and that they would be able to
proncunce an impartial verdict upon any sef of circumstances presented to
them ; associate them with the Inspector-General of Police, with the Home
Secret&rjr or with the Ioncurable the Finance Member; and, when eny grave
ellegations of the kind which have been made in this House are made against

B2




284 PUNJAD LEGISLATIVE CQUNOIL. [24rr Juiy 1980, ‘

[Ch, Zafralla Khan.) _ :
the polics, the chairman of this committee along with the four non-official
gentlemen might enquire into those allegations either in full committee or.
by deputing some of them or by calling for reports on the understanding that
the verdict of the committee on such matfers would be accepted by Govern-
ment and asotion taken accordingly. If that suggestion is accepted, there
will be this result, that Government will be acquitted of any charge in regard.
to all such matters ; T am not referring to past-matters, but those that might
arise in the future before thiz House. They would have the co-operation of
this House in any measures that they might propose to enable them to dis-
charge their duties to which I have referred adequately and they would always
be- readily and willingly granted any farther funds that they might ask
for from this House. Therefore my submisgion is that, although this House
is, a8 I understand, disposed to grant o Government the further funds
that they have asked for, I see there is no motion ageinst the grant
as a.whole, and I trust that it will be granted. Government should aceept
the suggestion I have made on this motion in the spirit in which it has been
made and show to the House that they are willing to take the House into
their confidlence and to show to the public that they have got o clesn
gheet and that they have got nothing to be afraid of. '

With these words I smpport this moti‘o_n;
Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: I move—

* PM.
“ That the guestion be now put.”
The motion was carried..

-~ The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon ; Bir, the object of this
motion 18 to draw attention to police excesses and I believe yon have ruled:
before that, when & motion ig intended to merely draw attention to a certain.
matter, the cut will not be put to the House. As you are about to put the
question I wanted to bring this to your notice. '

Mr. President: The matter before the House is no doubt a one rupee

cut with the object of reising discussion on a certain issue. The year before

lngt I decided thef such motions being motions for reduction should be put
to the vote of the House, but last year, at the instance of cettain members,
I did not put some of such motions to the vote. However, that wasa mis-
take and I corrected it subsequently. It is now the seftled practice of
this House that all such motions axe put to the vote of the House.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Would I be in order, Sir, if 1
now say & word or two in reply fo the suggestion of the honourable member
Chaudbri Zafrulla Khan? Ifis a suggestion whieh I have not heard till
now and it is quite & surprise to me. The honourable member can hardly
expect me to accept it without consulting my colleagues, But I can assure
bim that I will give consideration to it. ' '

Mr. President : Demand under consideration, the question is s
# Thay the tofal grant be raduoed by Re. L.*
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The Council divided : Ayos 41, Noes 84,
Avyms a.

Diwpn Babadur Raja Narendra Nath
Dr, Gokul Chand, Narang,

Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal.
Chaudhri Ram Singh’ |

Lala Mukand Lal Pari.

Pandit Navak Chand.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri.

Lala Gopal Das. y
Lala Joti Parshad,

Mian Ahmad Yar Kbhan Daultans.
Chaudhri Baldev 8ingh.

Pandit Mebar Chand.

Sayad Muberik Ali Shah.

Reoo Bahadur Chaudhri Chhutﬁ Ram.

Mr. Din Muhammead,

Mian Nuralleh. ’

Chandhri Yasin Khan.

Khban Bahadur Malik Muohammad
Amin Khan.

Mian Mushtaq Ahmad.

Khan Bahadur Mian Muﬁammad
Hyat Qureshi.

Chaadhri Umer Hyat.

Pir Akbar A%,

Cheadhri Duli Chand.

Shaikh Faiz Muhammad.

Ehan Muhammad Abdulla Khan,

'Banea Firoz-ud-Din Khan.

Shaikh Abdul Ghani. :

Lala Chetan Anand,

Chaudhri Muphammad Abdul
Rehman Khan,

Sardar Jawahar Singh Dhillon.

Sardar Hari Singh,

Sardar Bute Singh.

Shaikh Muhammead Sadiq.

Sarder Partap Singh...

Rai Bahadur Lala Dhanpat Rai,

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan. Khan-Bahadur Sardar Habibullah.
Sayad Mubammad Husain. Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh.
Chaudhri Ali Ahmad. Sardar Bishan Singh.

Noms 84. ’
Colonel C. A, Gill. Mr. D. J. Boyd.
Mr. H. Calvert. Mr. 8. L. Sale.

Khan Behadur Nawab Muzaffar
Khan.

Mr. W. R. Wilson,

Mr, C. A. H. Townsend.

The Honourable Mahk Firoz Ehan
Noon.

Mr, B. Sa,nderson.

Mr. 'W. 8. Dorman.

Mr. M. A. Ghani.

Mr, H. F. Ashion. .

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra
Singh.

Mr. Alan Miteholl.

Mr. J. D. Penny.

Dr. (Mrs} M. C. Shave.

The Honoursble Sir Henry Craik.

The Honourable Captain . Sardar
- Bikandar Hyat Khan.

Mr G M G, Ognlvw.

Bai Babhadur Pandit Daulai Bam
Kalia.

Chaudhri Kesar Singh.,

Rai Behadur Lala RBattan Uhand

Mir Magbool Mahmood.

Khan Bahadar Chandbri Fazl Ah

Khan Bshadur Khan Muhammad
Baifullah Khan,

Makhdumzada Sayad Mubammad
Raza Shah Gileni.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh.

Sardar Bahadur Captain Dalpat
Singh.

" Qardar Sahib Sardar Fateh Singh.

Sagl:;}?.&hadur Sardar Sheo Narain
Sardar Mobindar Singh.
Mr. B, Maya Das.
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Mvr. President : The guestion ist—

¥ That & supplementery sum not exveoding Rs. 69,089 be granted to the Governor in
Connoi.Pl to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the yosr
ending the 31st of March 1931 in respect of Police,” -

Shaikh Mubammad Sadiq [Amritsar City (Mubhammadan), Urben]:
I riss to oppose the- demand. Thoont in regard to the -demand has
just been carried, but it is only a one rupee cub. Government have
grown aocustomed to sach reductions end would not mind it. Ibis
furthor & reserved subject. We want to express our whole-hearted
disapproval of the entize demand. Sir, although an offer was made
by my honourable friend (Chaudhri Zafrulla Khen) o Government,
they have not been pleased to accept it. The Honourable the Finance
. Member has the Home Seoretary behind hira, the Revenue Member to his
right and other honourable colleagues of his o hig Jeft, and he could have
casily oonsulted them and in about ten minutes could havegiven a dofinite
reply to the suggestion. - But he wants time for consultation.

Sir, we find not all the police of the Punjab guilty of the atrocities com"
plained of. .The Honocurablo the Finance Member has been beside the
track when he thought that we were attacking every member of the police.
We have no mind to do so and it would be wreng for us to do so. We ag
Nationalists, who hope to govern the country when these gentlemen go away,
would not want that our fufure police should be so attacked. That would
be wrong for the police is & swbject which should not be tacked with polities.
It should be above polities, and that is my honest view, Honourable mem-
bers should not ordinarily drag the pokee into the dizenssions in this House.
But the duty ef keoping the police away from our diseussions, jo-see thab
they are not dragged in here, lies upon Governmeni, who ought fo take
every care in this respect. Ttis for Government to seb an example by
punishing the wrong-doer and create confidence in the public and givea
lesson to thege police officers. - -

Mr, President : The honourable member is now repeating the argu-
wents advanced by other members,

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq ¢ I am stating factain a different way.
When we are attacking the police, we are nob attacking it as » whole. We
take & particular instance which comes before the public and we ask Go-
vornment to tako action. The Honourabls the Finance Member stated thaf,
i an honourable member brings anything to his notice, he will take sation.
How many times are we to bring thinge to the notice of Government ¢ Two
months ago I wrote a letter to His Exeellency tha Governor alleging that
beating took place in Amritsar in my own presence without justification,
without reason and withon{ rhyme.

Myr. President : The honourable member is now repeating arguments
‘whioh related o the amendment. These arguments were advanced when the
asmendment was being discussed. o

. Shaikh Mubammad Sadiq : They also apply to the grant. I am
stating reasons why we ghould reject the grant. The facts are quite differ-
ent. The instance is quite different and the reasons are quite different.
Up fo this time no example has been given hy any member that he has
wetually seen boating with his own eyes. I challenge whether any member
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has alloged that beating took place in his presenea. Two, three months
have passed and Government has uot onee asked me whether I am
_prepared to suppord the allegations. Something is going on inside the
department, From Lahore to Simla and Amritsar free travelling is going
on on & platform ticket, and yet they have uot asked me about the facts of
the case. Perhaps after six months the Home Secretary and the Finance
Member will wake up and sk me to produce evidence. Is that the way 6o
ireat the letter and eomplamt of an honourable member of this House?
If & member of the House is to he treated like this, what about other -
persons who have no voica at all? The letters written by them go to the
waste-paper basket, This is not encouraging the publis to lay their grie-
_vances before Government. Give punishment to the really guilty. I am the
last person to plead that a men who i8 nof guilty should be punished. I
am  sure ifa moember had been there the police would have beaten him,
Sometimes innocent men are beatén and I do not complain ‘against that,
as the Finance Member seid they heve no business to- be there, but, whare
there is deliberate beating, deliberate misuse of power, are we not entitled
to esk Government to take action? We have evidence with us that the
methods of the police are objectionable. Is this law and order? The
Honourable the ¥inance Mémber seys that he is not going to take noties of
$he reports in the press.
Mr. Prosident : Tho honourable member should not repeat his own
arguments.

" Shaikh Mubhammad Sadiq : I shonld not repeat my own srguments, I
cannot repeat obhers’ arguments. I do not know what I am to do. (Laughter.)
There iz a®man of ¢ighty years of age and he says that the police at twelye
o’clock in the nighé broke open his doors, foully abused his daughter
and daughter-in-lew, yet the Finance Member is not prepared to believe
bim. Is this all wrong? Are we all felling lies ? T may be a Nationalist ;
I have not joined the creed of non-op-operabion, yeb the thing is that, when
you sea these things done, it makes your blood boil. I say that there are a
number of rognes in the movement, but can Government deny that

" there are rogues on their side ag well ? If they break the law, they must be
punished, but the police is not punishad only beoause it is the police. It moans,
whenever you make a speech in the Council againsé the police and the police
is angry with you, they can beat anybody they like. The man who pickets
may be taken fo jail, but ean he ba beaton ? When the mob is unraly, it
may be punished. Perhaps I would do the same thing if I were & policeman, _
surely I would beat them if I were called toedy bachcha. But we sannot
tolerate a aase of doliberate beating. There (Government takes proe
teotion behind provocation. It means that, if the police i8 provoecative,
they can beat Mr. Boyd, they oan beat Mr. Ogilvie, only becanse they wers
annoyed ai some European, The question is that the men who does any-

" thing should be punished. We do not want that a single policeman who is

not guilty should be punished. I know'their position is very diffiouls. I

know onr own volunteers sometimes strike very honourabls visitors from
outside. Pohoemen are also human beings, but we objest fo deliberaie
beating.

Mr. President : How many times will the honourabls member repeat

his arguments ?
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Shalkh Mubammad Sadiq : Once mora (laughter) I submit, ' Sir,
that Government hag not made out o case at all. We want thaii thig

-whole budget should be thrown out so that Government should feel its

rosponsibility. This is the objeck of my asking for the rejection of the
whole grent. Let them certify the whole thing, The world should know
that this Counecil has protested against the exeesses of the polise, not that
we do not want them o engage more policemen to manage the affeirs of the
countxy, absolutely not ; but, when they protect the guilty, they damage

. hundreds of policemen who are innoeent. 1 know & policeman is a police-

man, but I do not want that, on occasions when absolutely definite charges
are made, they should not be enguired into. When the police beat and
drag people and break their limbs and abuse them, such cases, when they

_are brought to the notice of Government, must bs enguired into and
Government should not take shelter behind platitudes.

Mzr. President : The honourable member is persisting in repetition.
Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq: No. I have given up repetition. (Laughter.)

If you look at page 2 of this blue book you will find there is & provision of
‘Rs. 1,000 for rewards. Iwant to submit that this reward should not be given

to those people who beat the public. - It will look that Government is pro-
Jbably encouraging beating and the people will be beaten for & reward. Then,
Gir, look at motor-cars costing Bs. 83,000, Couid not the polica work
with ordinery Chevrolet cers ? Why have the luxury of sommereial ears?
The Honoutable the Finanee Member probably goes in his Ford ; why should
the policemen drive in betier cars 2

Mr. C. A. H. Townsend : Is the gentloman an agent for Ford oars ?
Shaikh Mohammad Sadiq : No. The honourable member from Tre-

"1and is rather witty this afternoon, but his wit is rather misplaced. I am

not an agent for the Ford, nor am I an agent for Ghevrolet oars; [ am an
agent for economy and eommon sense.

- They are ready to spond twenty thousand for ears for the police, though

they themselves are using American cars. I do not know whether they are

agenis for Americen cars. But I know he is net serious ; he ean never ba
gerious. No Irishman is ever serious. I is not in the blood of an Irishroan

to be serigus.

> M. C. A. H. Townsend : Iam trying to be just a8 much serious as
the honomrable member himeelf is.

Shaikh Muhammad Sadig: I know he tannot be sericus; he is a
jolly fellow. You can tell it from his face. It is & guestion of money.

You musb prove strietly to us thet this money is required. Last year
they told us that this polise was going o be for Congress only, but I told yon
that it is going to be.a permanent fixture ; they are going to wse it as a skitking
Aorpe. They have seleoted people trom the north ;.1 believe they are neb
taking ordinary people drom theso distriets ; t.hey are imperting .out-
giders, that isa partisular kind of staff which they consider to be an approsed
-stuff for the management of the poor town and village peopls, For these
reasons, since I feel that you are not disposed towards my prolonging my
gpeach, I olose my remarks.
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Mr. President : The question is :—

* That & supplementary sum not exceeding Ra, 99,999 be granted to the Govsrnor
in Counocil to defray the oharges that will come in oonrse of paymont for the
year ending the 3$1st of March 1931 in respect of Polive,'’

The motion was carried.
MIORLLANEOUS RESERVED GRANT.
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan (Bevenue
Member) : 8ir, I beg to move :—

# Thet & supplementary sum not exceeding Ra, E,14,000 be granted to the (overnar
in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the
year ending the 31st of March 1931 in respect of Miscellaneons Reserved.”

The motion was esrried.

. Mis0BLLANBOUS TRANSFERRED GRANT.
The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh (Minister for Agricul-
ture) ; 8ir, I beg to move—

¢ That » supplementary sum not exceeding Re. 38,100 be grented to the Punjab Go-
vernment (Ministries of Agriculture and-Locel Belf-Government) to defray the
charges thet will come in oourse of payment for the year ending the 3lst of
March 1981 in respect of Miscellanecns Trapsferred,*

The motion was oarried.

- Crvi. Worke TRANSFERRED GRA.N'I‘
The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh (Minister for Agrioul-
ture) : 8ir, I beg to move :— *

** That & enpplementary sum not exceeding Re. 8,856,000 be granted {o the Punjab
Government (Ministry of Agrienlture) to defray the charges thet will come in
eourte of payment for the year ending the 3let of March 1931 in respect of Civil
Works Transferred.'

The motion was oarried.

" FaMiNg RESERVED (RANT, .
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan (Revenue
Member) : 8ir, I beg to move— )

' % That & supplementary sum not excesding Ras. 5,00,000 be granted to the Governor
in Council to defray the charges that will come w in ccurse of payment for the
yeor ending the 31st of March 1931 in respect of Famine Regerved.”

The motion was carried,

TeRIGATION ORANT.
The Honourahle Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan (Revenue
Member) : Bir, 1 beg to move—

i‘ThatawkensumnotexceedﬁRs\. 10 e granted to the Governor in Couneil to
defray the cherges that eome in course of paymoent fer the year ending the
31st of March 1931 in respeot of Irrigation.” '

The motion was carried.
The Council then adjourned till 11 ., on Friday, the 25th July 1980.
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
$Ta SESSION OF THE 8rp PUNJARB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Priday, the 25th July 1930,

The Council met at the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 11
AM, of the clook Mr. President in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
AOTION TAKEN IN CONSEQUENCE OF POLITICAY, ACTIVITEES,

“3053. Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram.: Will the Honourable
Member for Finance kindly state—

{a) the number of persons prosecuted and convieted for sedition
since the beginning of the enrrent year in the provines ;

() the numper of instances in which military aid has beon regmisi-
tioned for maintaining or restoring order in the provinee ;

(0) the number of persons (i) killed or (33) injured by the police or
the military iv any conflict which may have occurred between
the subjects and the forces of law and order in CONBRQUENGs
of the political activities of an extreme type ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (¢) One-hundred and thirty
prosecutions under section 124-A, Indian Penal Code, have been sanctioned
gince the beginning of the year. "Tive of the sases were withdrawn on apo-
logy. Bighty-eight convictions have boon reported. The remaining cases
are giill pending go far as is known, :

(3) Two.

(¢) One person has been killed in conflicts between unlawful assemblies
and the police. The number of injured is unknown ; but in practically all
cages8 the injuries were very slight and only 25 cases are on record. No per-
sond were killed or injured by military forees in the Panjrh,

Warer awnp WARD IR VILLAGES AND TGWNS,

*3064. Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram : Willthe Honoarable
Member for I'inance kindly siate—

(a) the fotal number of chaukidars in the provinee ;

(b) the total amount of money realised in the province for paying
' the salaries of chaukidars ;.
(6} in how many municipal towns in the province the expenses of
their wateh and ward are being met from provmcml reve-
nnes ;

{d) what is the total expenditure at present being met from pro-
vincial revenues on secount of the watch and ward of towns ;
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(¢) the amount which each town spent onits * city police’ at the
i time when it was relieved of the expenses of its wateb and
watd ;

(f) what are the grounds on which villages and towns are differ-
ently treated in the matter of their obligation to pay for their
own wateh and ward ;

(g) whether any changes in the Tules have been made or are con-
o F. ¢  templated to make the voiee of villages effective in all gnes-

; tions relating to the appointment, punishment . and digmissalk
of chaukidars ;

{k) whether the Government has issued any ‘instructions to Deputy
(ommissioners or intends doing so now with a view to the
reduetion of the number ‘of chaukidars as far as possible ?

. The Honourable Sixr Henry Craik : I will endeavour to collect the
mformatlon asked for but the bonouvrable member will realise that collec-
tion will take some time, I cannot undertaké that information onall parts
of the questlon is procurable.

Rau Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotu Ram : What about 2

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 do not think any instructions
have been jssned.

i

Davsovsis MuowicipaLiry, VicE-CHAIRMAN,

43055, ‘Khan Bahedur Sardar Habibullah : Will the Honoﬁrabl&
Miniater for Loeal Self-Government please state—

(n) it it is 2 fact that Sub-Divisional Officer, Da]houme, is an ex-
officio member of the municipslity ;

(b) that the office of Vice-Chairmen in the mumc:pahty is an elected.
one ;

(c) that at the end of the last summer session, the Sab-Divisional

. Officer resigned the municipality and e Chaplain of Dalhonsie
was appointed in his place who was subsequently nominated
a8 Vice-Chairman of the said munieipality by the Deputy Com-

. missioner, Gurdaspur ;

(d) that the seid Chaplain failed {o take the vath presmbed by the

*  Municipal Act and when asked to doso, he declined that ‘as he

: himself was an anthority for administering oaths, he need
hardly go through the unnecessary formality ;

(e) if #o, was the appointment of the Chaplain as member and his

: nommatmn a8 Vice-Chairman constltutmnally correct ;

{f) if not, how were the acts done and meetings held under the presi-

!.  dentship of the said Vice-Chairman valid ;

(g) whether the Minister for Locsl Seli-Goveriment will please lay

- on the table the acts performed by the said Chaplain in his
eapaclty as Vico-Chairman of the municipality ?
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The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : {e¢) Yes.
() Yes.

(¢) The Sub-Divisional Officer, Dalhousie, did not resign bnt was trans-
ferred. His vacant seat was filled wp by the appointment of the Chaplain
at Dalhousie, who wag elected Viee-President of the Committee.

{d) No. No meoting could be held for want of a quorum during the
winter mooths and the Chaplain took the oath in the first meeting held after
his nomination to the committes, 1.c., on the 1st April 1980,

{e)

¢)]

(g) Routine work, duly confirmed subsequently by resolaution No. 4,
dated the 1st April 1980 a copy of which is attached, was perfermed by the
-Chaplain, He also gioned letters and cheques

Copy of raaolubion No. 4, dated latDApul 1930, of the Munfoipel Commitien,
plhowsie, -
Coniirmation of sanctions accorded by the Vice-President to:—
{2} Lala Shiv Ram to lop eleven Lirenches of treea at * Oakwood Lodge.’
(&) Postmaster, Dalhousie, to cut one tree in the copipoumd of * Goodneston.”
(¢} Lala falizg Ram, Khanns, to fell sight trees on the land sttached to * Rockfort.”
{d) Ghelo of Lohali to have one tree for the marriage ceremony.
{¢} Chamba. State, Vekil, to eut four branches of trees at * Ealington,”

(#) Shaikh Fazel Tin, House Agent, to cut two tress in the compound of ¢ Portland Hall *
ond ‘ Raj Mahal °, vespectively.

#) Secretary, Dalhousie Club, to fell certein branches of trees ot * Masonic Lodge.”
(A} Sanaarc to have one tres for the marriage ceremony,

&) SM%?“Bwhan Singh to fell three mall trees in the compovnd of © Petersfield
e,

() Hr."I';&iBb;cB;gk tocat three oak and seven rhodedendron trees.In the compound of
A X ) - .

} Do not arise.

{¥} Lala Dhanpat Rai to fell 15 trece in the compound of * Lovelace Estate.”

{1} Officer-in Chambe ¥akil's hovses, to Jop five branches of trees in the pom-.
pound of “ Bavi View."

(m) Lechman Ram, Pujari, to cut one tree in the compennd of Thekardowara,

{») Mr. Gilmore . Carter to fell one tree in the compoond of ‘Bathri View” for the-
ohaokider of * Whyligh Estato,’

{0} Catholic Chaplain to build & retaining wall near the gate of the Catholic Church:.
{p) The Cheplein, Daihousis, te eut certain branches of trees in the Charch compound.

(e Lad& Superior to level plots of ground and cot trees standing thereon at the
nvent,

{r) Lale. Rom Parehad, Khanna, to fell two Osk trees on the land attached to ' Roohfort.”
- {#) Eall Dags to cub three frees In front of his house in Katbleg,
(3] Harﬂéfaaléw-])mndhi Rax to take one thougand enbie fest stone on paymens of

(#) Tulsi Rem to have 100 cubic feet sand for Ba. 8.
(v) HMustommat Sanskho 4o take 26 oubie feet of mud for Re, 0-12-0.
{+)} Tulsi Ram to take 300 oubic foet stone for Rs, 9.
(®) Lala Harditts Ma), Dacondhi Rem to take 100 cabie feet sand for Re. 3.
{y) Lady Superior to have 300 cubic feet sand for Re. 9.
(s} Rastam to purchass by auction roots of trees for Ra. 3.
B2
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(4) M. ¥Muhammad Pethen to have by avction two roots of treeafor Rs. 2-8.0,
(B) Hira to purchase at auction four siumps of wood for Rs. 7.
{U) Badea to purchase by auction one chew stump for Re. 1,
¢ D) Chandhri to purshnse trees for Ra. 48.
(F) Ram Dass to purchase ooe tree for Rs, 6-4-0,
(F) Gusson to purchase by euction branchea of trees for Re. 0-12.0,
{7) Lankea Ram fo purchase tress at pustion for Rs. 25,
{H} Mr. M. Doulea to purchoess three wood stumps for Ra, 8.
{1) Ehera to purchase frees ab anction for Rs. 10,
(/) Naib.Tahsildar to have one tree for Ra. B.
{E) Karim Din {0 have small oak poles fox Re. 1-12:0 et anction,
{ L) Iaher Dass to purchase trees by anction for Re. 44,
{ M) Moula Bux to purchase ons tree by auction for Ra, 4-8-0,
{N) Rahim Bux to purchase four dry treea at anction for Re. 15-8-0.
{0} Devi Saren to purchase by suction one dry stumyp of wood for Re. 4-2-0,
{ P} Moti to purchesa at suction one dry stomp for Re. ¢-14.0,
{@) Lels Jagat Ram to purchase by suction two nprocted tosk trees for Re. 18-8-0,
{R} Abduliak to componnd offence tm payment of Ra. 2,
{%) Bhagtu to compound offence on payment of Ra, 2.
{7 Misttd Inait Khan to pay Rs. 7 as rent of ive pit.
{ mazmlmho praceed on five daya’ loave from 15th Kovember 1829 1o 22nd Novem-

(F) Dharm &mgh to proceed on one month’s Jazve from 15th November 1028 t0 24th
December 1920,

{W}) B. Bats Ram, Sub-Omrseer,toproeeed onlo days’ leave from 25th November
1928 to 4th December 1929,

{X) Lols Ghaniya Lal, Mummpei Saoretary, to proceed on leave from 21st Janusry 1080
to 1Tth Febraary 1930,

{¥} Besh, Forest gusrd, hopmoeed on one month’s leavefrom #th Decomber 1926 io
8th Jaouary 1930,

Z) R Water-works peon, to proeeed on ons month's leave from 12th Jen

) B o Trth Felroey 1000 "y

{1} Golra Fomstguud,boproceedonom month loave fmm lst Febroary 1980 io
34th Webrosry 1040,

42) Bhrinoo, Water works peon, to procesd on one month’s Jesve from 15th Febroary
19320 to 14th March 1530,

{3 Hurapkh, Daftri, to proresd on one manth's feave from 12th February 1630 to 1lth
Mﬂf@h 1%0«
A4y Abbaa Beg. Munilm'pal Clerk, to procesd o6 18 days’ lesve from 15th Februery 1980

5 B. Psrma Nend, Sanitary Inepactor, to on leave from 18¢h Fubruery 1930
B . B e Auroh 1990, vto proceed Y

48} Am;g;lﬂ inorement of R, 4 to B. Parma Nand, Saultery Tnspector, fram 1t October

{7} Mirs. A, Stiffle to carry out certain ilmprovements at Arzanmoor,. ’
481 .Lala KEam Dass to mbnﬂdsporhonofblochdout-homofﬁmnﬂ View Hotels
{9) Lelae RBam Dass to ont ons andermined tree st Glunoak,

«19) Secretary, Delhonsie Clab, 10 have 63 poles for tennis sourts of elub, -

{11) Manager Browery to have trees on payment of Re, 21-12-0,

412) Chetao to purchase by surtion 2 oak goles for Ba. §-4-0,

{13) Lady Sapetior of Convent to have 100 cubie fest sand for B, 5.

{14) Lels Mulk Kaj to have sand (25 cubic feet) for Be. 0-12.0,

{Mi} Teaf to sompommd offences on payment of Ra, 2,
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{16) Annual increment of Ra. 10 to Lala Ghanniya Lal, fecretary, frem Ist April 1950, °
{17) Annual increment of Rs. 4 to Abbas Beg, Mubicipel Gieth, from 1t Februasy
1930,

{I# 8now cntting Es. 98.8-0.
Bills of medirines for bospite] Ra, 441-8.0,
Mubhemmad Din, Be. 400,
Adamji Boodhabhoy Rs. 253-3.0,
Muster Rolls for October 1028 ; Rs, 867-7-0, NovemYer 1929 Re, 323.1.0,
Fmperial Motor Service Rs. 79-1-0
Karim Bux Re. 57.
Contirmed,

P

ALIRGATIONS AGAINST SHEIRE Rampsar Bram: axp Rarmw [nanmr.

*3056. Rai Bahadur Lala Moban Lal: Will the Honourable Minjs-
tor for Loeal Self-Government please state—

(a) whether it is a faet that Mr. Magsum Ali Kban, an ez-Municipal
Commissioner of Rupar, submitted last year an application
to the Commisgioner, Ambala, for enquiry against Bheikh
Rahmat Ilahi and Rahim Tlabi under section 48, Punjab.
Municipal Aef ;

{b) whether it is a fact that the munmpal comnmitéee, Rupar, by o
regolution appointed Pandit Ganga Ram, Sharma and Lala
Nauria Mal to enquire info the allegations made by Mr.
Magsum Ali in the above application.

() whother it is a fact that these allegations were enquired into by
the Sub-Divisional Officer, Rupar, also ;

(d) if the answers to the above questions are in the affirmative, will
the Honourahle Minister be pleased fo lay on the table ¢opies
of the following :—

{3} the copy of the complaint of Mr. Magsum Ali Khan ;

(i9) the copy of the enquiry report submitted to the Sub-Divie
gional Officer, Rupar and by Pandit Ganga Ram, Sharma
and Lala Nauria Mal and the copy of the written state-
ment submitted by Sheikh Rahmat Hahi and Rahim Elabi
in answer to the above allegations ;

(¢44) the copies of the various orders of each enquiry officer made
from time to time ;

" (év) the copies of all orders made on this complaint from time éo
time by thé Deoputy Commissioner of Ambala from the
date of somplaint up fill now ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Neon : The information asked

for by the honourable member is being colleeted and will be communicated
to him when available.

Muntorpar Commirter, Rupas.
*3057. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohem Lal: {¢) Will the Honourable
Minister for Local Self-Government be pleased to state if all the Hindu Mem.-
bers of the Munieipal Commities, Rupar, submitted & memorial to the
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Government of the Punjab against Mr. C. Keelan, Sub- Dlmiona.l Officer,
Ruper and Mr. B. Sheopshanks, Deputy Commissioner, Ambala, for lllegal
interference with the affairs of the Municipal Committee, Rupar ?

(b) If the answer is in the aﬁrmatwe, the following information may
be laid on the table :—

(%) the copy of the memorial ;

(i) the eopy of the forwarding note by Mr. C. I{eelan, Sub-Divi-
sional Officer, Rupar ;

(i) the copy of the report by Mr. Bheepshanks, Deputy Commis-
gioner, Ambala,

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon {e) No.
{b) Does not arise,

AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF PURCHAEES MADE FOR MuN1oIPaL ComuiTTE, RUPAR.

*3058, Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: (« 'Will the Honourable
Minister for Loocal Seli-Government be pleased to state—
whether it i3 a fact that the Munieipal Committee, Rupar, passed
a resolution to get audited the aocounts of the purchases made
for the Committee from the firm of Ahssn Tlahi and other
relatives of Sheikh Rahmat Ilahi in the time of the Senior
~ Vieo-Presidentship of Sheikh Rahmat Iahi ?
“(8) If the reply is in the affirmative, will the Honourable Minister
be pleased to lay on the table the following :—
(i) the copy of the  resolution of the Munisipal Committee,
Raper ;
(i) the copy of report submitted to the Aeeountant-Gener&l by
the Aunditor :
{#t1) the eopy of the report of Mr. C, Keelan, Sub-Divisionsl Officer,
Rupar 3
{{v) the copy of the note or order by Mr. E. Sheepshanks, Deputy
GOmmmmoner, Ambals ;
{v) the copy of the order of the Aceountant-Genersl ;

{»d) the copy of any other report made again by the same Auditor
or by. any other officer or officers ?
- The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : The information asked
for by the honourable member is being eollected and w111 bo communieated
to bhim when available. .

Cenrran MopEL ScHOOL, LAHORE.

#3059, Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan: Will the
Honourable Minister for Education be pleased to state—
(a) whether it is 4 faeé that no Muslim has been appointed as Haead
Master or seoond master of the Central Modal Sehool, Lshm,
during the past twenty-five years if so, why ; - .
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{b) whether it is a fact that the Superintendent of the Boarding House
attaohed to the Central Model School, Lahore, is 2 Hindu and
that during the last ten years no Mussalman has been appointed
to this post ; if so, why ;

{¢) whether it is intended to appoint a Muslim to the post of Head
Mastor of the Central Model Sehoo) which has fallen vacant
owing t6 the retirement of Mr. Smith ;

(d) whether it is a faet that cortain teachers of the Central Model
Sohool have not been transferred in spite of the repeated eoms-
plaints ageinst them ; if so, why ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (a) Yes, so far as the appoint-
‘ment of a Head Master is concerned. The post has been held sinee 1906
mainly by Europeans except for short offisiating intervals during leave
vasancies. In making appointments to partienlar posts the elaims of various
candidates who are regarded suitable are eonsidered and the most suitable
wandidate is appointed, irrespestive of the eommunity to which he belongs.

{b) The reply to the first paxt of the guestion is in the affirmative. These
‘appoinfments are generally made at the instance of the Head Master and
it appears that the post has been usually held by a senior member of the
staff. It is not possible to cxamine any further the circumstances which may
have led to particulsr appointments by the authorities of the sehool.

{¢) In view of the reply to part (a) above, this does not arise.
{d) No. ‘

‘Mgz. Lar, CHaND, Gurra, Heap Masrer, Pusric Hinov Hies Scmoor,
Rvuran.
*3060. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan: (1) Will the
Honourable Minister for Rdueation be pleased to stete—

(@) whether it is a fact that on 19th July 1929, Master Ram Sukh,
B.A., eomplained to the Inspestor of Sehools, Ambala Divi-
gion, making certain allegations against Mr. Lal Chand Gupta,
Head Mastér, Publis Hindu High School, Rupar ;

(b) if so, what sotion has been taken on the report made by the
Deputy Inspector of Schools, Ambala Divigion, who was
specizlly deputed to enquire into and report on the allegs-
tions made by Master Ram Sukh ;

{¢) whether the Government is prepared to lay the report of the
above mentioned offieer on the table ;

{d) whether it is a faot that in order to obtain a larger amount of
grant-in-aid the total amount of salaries drawm by teachers
is shown in registers at a higher figure than is actually the
oage 3 ’

.{e) whether it in a faot that the total amount of feés charged from
students is shown in sehool registers at three-fourths of the
aotual figures ; :
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{f) whether it is a faoh that the said Head Master insulted Sardar
Deva Singh, Deputy Inepestor of Sehools, when he weni to
Enske enquiries in regard t.o the facts mentilonsd in (d) and °
€} ;

(g) whether it i8 & faot that a number of eriminel eases have been

- instifubed from time to fime against the said Head Master ;

(%) whother it is & fast that s number of somplaints have been made
to the Imspestor of Sehools, Ambale Division, regarding the
miseonduet of the seid Head Master ;

{#) whether it iz o faot that the said Head Master instigatod his sehool
hoys to do certain undesirable things which led Nalagarh
State Polite to make certain engniries shout him ?

(2) I tho answer to (1) above is in the affirmative, what aetion has
been taken or is proposed to be taken against the said Head Master ?

The Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal: (1) (o) Yes.

(b)) On receipt of the ecomplaint referred to in (a) above the Deputy
Inspeotor of Sehools, Ambala Division, was deputed to mueke enquiries info
the allegations made therein and he fmbmltted hia report to Government
through proper channel in due course. On an examination of the report
of the Daputy Inspestor it was econsidered desirable to obtain further in-
formetion about the affairs of the Public Hindu High Sohool at Rupa;r, and
the Inepector of Schools, Ambala Division, was vequested to vlslt the ingti-
tution and submit his report on some of the points referred to in the Deputy
Inspestor’s report. On a full eonsideration of the whole sase it was desided
that no action was necessary as the reports of the Deputy Imspestor and
Inspeetor did not diselose any serious irregnlarities on the part of the school
authorities ; such triviel defeets in the maintenance of accounts, otc., as
bad been pointed out by the inspecting offisers had been duly seb right.

(¢} No.

(@) and (e} Allegations {o this offest were contained in the complaint,
referred to in {a) above, but these were not satisfactorily proved.

{f), (9) and (3} Government have no information, and. it is nob proposed.
to make enquiries from the various authorities coneerned inoluding an Indian
Btate.

(k) Government has received from time to time complaints making:
serions allogations against the Head Master of tho Public Hindu High Sehool,
Rapar, from Master Sukh Ram referred toin {¢) above, but in view of the
result of the enquiries instituted in respeot of Master Sukh Ram's complains,
dated the 19th July 1929, it is not proposed to take any further action in the
mabter.

(2) The honourable member is referred to the re ply given to (k) above.

8. BagaTawar SineE, HoNorary MadisTraTE, KATHGARE.

%3061, Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman. Khans Will the
Hon ourable Pinence Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that
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on 11th December 1929, one Amar Singh, crown witness, in a case pending
before Shaikh Alam, Magistrate, 15t Class, Hoshiarpur District, stated that
he and Rattan Singh took refuge with 8. Bakhtawar Singh, Honorary
Magistrate, Kathgarh, thana Billachor, District Hoshiarpur, and that the
said Magistrato promised to supply arms to Rattan Singh ? ¥ so, what
action has been taken against the said Honorary Magistrate ? If not, why ?
The Honourable Sir Henry Cratk : Engquiries are being made from
local anthorities and & reply will be furnished to the honourable member when:

Mussarmats v THB ForesT DEPARTMENT.

*3062, Chawdhri Muhammad Abhdul Rahman Khan ¢ (1) Will the
Honourable Revenue Member be pleased to state— _

(o) whether his attention has been drawn ta anarticle published
in the Muslim Outlook of 18th January 1980, complaining
against the dearth of Mussalmans in the Forest Department ;

(%) the proportion of Muslims and non-Muskims, respectively, in
the provincial and siubordinate serviees of the Forest Depart~
ment ; _

(#) whether all the non-Muslim Forest Rangers promoted to the pro-
vinojal gerviee were senior to Muslim Rangers 2 1f not, what
are the reasons for the superzession of Muslim Rangers ;

(@) whother it is a faot that Muslim Forest Rangers and E. A Cs.
are generally transferred io Bushahr gub-division and that.
daring the last 15 years no Muslim has heen transferred to
Kulu sub-division ;

{2) If the answer to (1) above be in the affirmative, what astion do-
(Government propose to take in the matter ?

The Honourable Captain Sarder Sikandar Hyat Khan : (a} Yes,

on receipt of this question. ’ ' .
Muslims,  Non-Muslims.

(b} Provincial Forest Service . 19.4 80.6
Subordinate Forest Service,

Forest Rangers .. 42,8 57.7

Deputy Bangers and Foresters .. 41 .4 " 58.6

() No. Promotion from the Subordinate to the Frovincial Forest Ser--
vice i8 made by merit and efficiency and not by seniority.

(d) {9) The answer to the first part of the guestion is in the negative
and to the second part in the affirmative.

(@) (#%) No action i¥ contemplated at present.

PumiTive Poriop AT NAWANSHAHR,
* 963, Chandhri Mubhammad Abdu'! ahman Khan: Wil the
Honourable Finance Member be pleased to sta.

{a) whether it is a fact that & punitive police 'post has been station«
ed at Nawanshahr, district Jullundur ;
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(b} if so, why ;
(¢) whother there are any persons, who have been exempted from
the payment of punitive police tax ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes.

(b) As a result of continued lawlessness, culminating in acts of most
‘violence, which ineluded & wanton and savage attack on the police.

(c) Becommendations for exemption have not yet been received.

* WATER-LEVEL IN JULLUNDUR AND HOSHIARPUR DISTRICTS.

*3064. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rabman Khan: Will the

Honounrable Revenue Member be pleased to state—

(e} whether it is a faet that the water-level of the wells in Jollundur
and Hoshiarpur distriets is steadily going down ;-

{t) whether it is a fact that a number of representations on the sub-
ject have been made by the public to the officers eoncerned ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that a number of questions have been agked
from time to time in the Couneil on this subjeet ;

(d) i the answers to (2), (b) and {¢) beintheaffirmative, what action
has been or is proposed to be taken in the matter ?

~ The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (), (})
and (6). Yes.

. (d) The honourable member’s attention is invited fo the reply given to
Council question No, 1505 at the last Budget Session of the Council. Local
officers have been asked to obtain the views of the zamindars on the recom-
mendations made by the officers of the Irrigation Department. The Co-
" operative and Revenue authorities of the districts concerned have also heen
asked to impress upon the zamindars the necessity of making high stoui
* vats * or boundaries between fields in theirlands in order to retaina portion
-of the rain water which at present passes rapidly into the many drainage
channels, Arrangements are also being made for carrying out ordinary and
geological surveys of the tract. No further action on the report is poasible
pending the result of these surveys.

Munsai Asmag Husamxy anp 8. LacEman SmveH.

*3065. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rabman Khan: Will the
Honouralle Minister for Lioeal Bolf-Government be pleaged to state—

(a) whetheritis afact thatat a meeting of the Jullundur distriet
board held on 22nd May 1930, the cases of M. Ashaqg Husain
and 8. Lachman Singh were put ap for the consideration of
the board ; _

(b) whether it is a fact that the increment of B, Lachman Singh has
been sbopped for one year, while M. Ashaq Husain hag been
dismissed from serviee 3

(¢) whether it is a fact that both of these gentlemen were gmlty of
the same offence ;

1¥ol. XV, page 195,
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*(d) if the answers to (a), (B) and (¢) be in the affirmative , will Gowe
ernment be pleased to state the reasons for meting out differene
tial treatment to M. Ashaq Husain ?

"The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : (a) Yes.
(d) Yes,

(¢) Munshi Ashaq Husain was proved to be the prime mover in an
sorganised act of insubordination against the Hea.d Maater, while Lachman
*Bingh played a subordinatoe rble.

(@) Does not arise,

Hant Gopan oF ApRA, TARSIL PHILLAUR,

"*3088. Chaudhri Muhamamad Abdul Rabman Khan: Will the
'Honourable Minister for Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether
it is & fact that the District Inspector of Schools, Jullundar, made a report
to the District Board that Hari Gopal, taacher, resident of Aprs, teheil
Phillaur, was guilty of cross miscondnet ? If so, what actmn has been
itaken against the said teacher 2

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: Yes. The Distriat
‘Inspeetor of Sehools, Jullundur, recommended that Hari Gopal should be
-dismissed and also debarred from entering service as a teacher anywhere
slse, but on the recommendation of the Bdueation Sub-Committee he was
+ajlowed by the district board of Jullundur to resign his post.

Lirr IRrRIGATION SECTION OF THE IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT,

*3067. Mian Nurullah : Will the Honourable Minister for Agri.
«gulture be pleased to state—

(e} when was the lift irrigation section sta.rted in the Agricultural
Department ;
(6) what has been the total expenditare on it so far ;

(¢) what is the total number of persons with their salaries employed
in .this section ;

(d) the names of the schemes of irrigation which have been a prac-
tical suecess under this department ?

The Honoumble Sai'dar Sir Jogendra Singh : (a) December 1926,
(B) Rﬂ. 86,000 to the end of June, 1930.
(€) A sba.tement is laid on the table.

- (@) No scheme of irrigation proposed hy the hft m.'lgahon section has
88 yat been sanctioned by Government.



-252 ' .. PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL. [25Ta Jory 1980.
I

J Hon’ble Sardar 8ir Jogendra Singh. ]

&‘»atemnﬁ skomng the number of persons with their solaries employed n
the lzft Irrigation Section.

anExeouﬁve Engineer .. .~ Rs, 725—50—1,625 plus £ 15.-28 8, O, P,
- (i the senior scale of pay foc the I, B. ..
: ' —vife Schedale T of Appendiz to the
: andamant,al Rales).
Oqe Assistant Bngineer .. +v Ra. 67580,
Two Dreftamen. . . .+ Ra. 250—10—450 each.
Twe Dreaftsmen. . . ++ Ra. 110 each.
One Surveyur .. . «+ Ra. 80,
Onp Survevor .. .i «+ Ra. 150.
One Clerk . . .+ Ra. 100-—8—180—8—-200.
Oog Clerk ‘e . ++  Ra 75—5—-100—5—125,
Ehro Tracers ., . «» BRa. 35—3—65 such,
Thres Ohnprnals o .. Re. 14 ench.
‘I'hraa Khalesgia . . «n R3, 13 each.

ZAMINDARS AND INSOLVENOY.

W Mian Nurallah : Will the Honourable Member for Finange-
be pleased to state—

(a) how many zeminders in the Lyallpur distriet have applied for-
! msolveney from 1st July, 1929 to 80th June, 1980 ;

(b]: how do these figures ¢ompare with the corresponding figures.
i of the preceding year {July 1928 to June 1929) ?

The Henourable Sir Henry Craik :  Hnquiries are being made from.
local autliorities and a reply will be furnished to the honoutable membor-
when ready.

: Co-0PBRATIVE J0CIRTIES, LYALLPUR DISTRIOT,

9. Mian Nurullak : Will the Honourable Minister for Agriouls
ture be pleased to state— )
(a) how many members of co-operative sosieties in the Lyallpur-
t distriot wore sent to ¢ivil jails during the period from 1st July,.
1929 to 80th June, 1980 {or non-payment of their loans ;

(b) how meny members of oo-opara,tnre societies have defaulted in:
j  that period ;

(c) what is the number of applications pending for loan with the-
. mortgage banks in the Lyallpur distriet ?
: The'Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: The required in--
formatior has been ealled for from the looal officers and a reply will be som-
munioatedl to the honourable member when ready.

Im:mm AGRIOULTURAL AND VETERINARY SERVICES.

#3070, Mian Nurullah: Will the Fonourable Minister for Agrical-
ture be plea.aed to state—

(u) whether it i8 a faot that the Liee Commission abolished the further-
:  reeruitment to Indian Agrieultural Servieo and Indian Veteri-
i nary Berviee and resommended the organisation of superiom:
1 provineial or elass I provineial serviee to rep]aee them ;:
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(b} if so, when was the reéommendation made ;

(6) whether it is & faet that the Government has been contemplating
the formation of these superior serviees for more than mix
years and has not so far reached any definite eonclusions ;

(d) whether it is a fact that the delay in the reorganization of these
servioces has caused oonsiderable uncertainty and inseourity
among the members of these serviees ;

{¢) when does the Government proposs to pul these superior ser-
viees on @ stable and permanent footing ?

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : (a) Yos.
(&) 1928

{¢) The answer to the firet part is in the affirmative, and to the second
in the negative.

(@) No. There are no serviess yet.
(e) Immediately.

MageTERIAL POWERS T0 CANAL OFFIORRS.

. *3071. Mian Nurollah: Will the Honourable Member for Revenus
De pleased to state—

() whether magisterial powers have beon,withdrawn from oanal
officers ; if so, when ;

{b) whether it is a fast that canal oﬂ'ences partwularly those involving
interference with water supply require an immediate decision
if the orops and the aggneved party are to be saved from
ruin ;

(¢) if so, whether Government ‘have provided for & summary pro-
eodure for trials under the-Northern Indla. Canal and Drainage
Aet ?

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (g)
You. In 1928.

{b) Not in all cases.

(o) No. Soch cases ars tried by the Tahsildar or other Civil Magis-
‘trate appointed for the purpose by the Distrist Magistrate.

Cow SpavarTER IN GuraaoN DisTrior,

*3072. Lala Jyoti Parshad : Will the Honoursble Finance Member
Pleaso state—

() whether Government is aware of the order of the Commissioner;
Ambala Division, datod 28th Ma.y, 1927, in the matter of sow
slaughter in village Agaun in the Gurgaon distrist, in Exe.
eutive, Miseellaneous Rovenue Appeal, Danlat Ram and othors

08, Bundi and others of the village Agaun ;

B whethar it is o fact that it has been held in that desision that
cow slanghter as & matter of custom never took plaoe thers ;
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{c) whether it 18 a frot that in the beginning of this year certain Mas--
~ lim gentlemen of Gurgaon with maos of Agaun several times.
approached the Deputy Commissioner and Comimissioner in
deputations to remove the restrictions on cow slaughter in
that village ;
(d) if so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table the cor-
. respondence that passed between the Deputy Commissioner
and Commisgioper on their last petition for the removal of
- thewe restrietions ;
{¢) who were the gentlemen of Gurgaon who used to lead these depu~-
*  tations bhefore the Commissioner-;
(f) what is the pesition of the Government uwow in the matter of
, restrietion on eow slaughter in village Agaun ;
(g) whether the order of the Oommmﬁmner, dated 28th May, 1927,
; ig final or open to be revised again and again in future ?

The Hmouaﬂe Sir Henry Craik: The information is being col-
lected and reply will be communieated to the honourable member as soon as-
it is ready.

SOLI'I‘ABY CONFINEMENT TO RAMBSARAN Dis or JHARSA.

*3073.. Lala Jyoti Patshad Will the Honourabloe Winanee Mem-
ber please state—
(@) if it is o fact thet Ramsaran Das of Jharsa in the Gurgson dis-
trict, accused in case under seetion 107, Criminal Prosedure-
* Code, was put in solitary cell for 14 days by order of Sub-Jail.
. authorities, dated the 15th April, 1930 ;
()] mth whet offence was he charged ;
(¢) by whom was this punishment gwen H

(@) whether this- punishment was_ordered without the knowledge-
. and permission of the Superintendent, Sub-Jail, Gurgaon ;
() whether the officor passing the order of infliction was authorised.
- to do s0;
o whether it is & fast that Ramsaran Das, accused, complained to-
- 8. Seid Zaman Khan on 15th and 16th April in his eapsolty
: both as Snperintendent, Sub-Jail, and as Court ;

(9) whether the Inspector-Genera! of Prisons reeeived any dom-
" plainte from Ramgsaran Das ? I so, with what result ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It is regretted that the answer

fo this question is not yet ready. It will be sommunicated to the honourable:
mamber when ready.

' Exouisy 1870 Cow SpavenTEs CusToM IN JHARSA.

*3074. Lala Jyoti Parshed: Will the Honoursble Member for
- Finance be pleased to state—

{6) at whose instance the enquiry into custom of cow ahug’htar in
Jharse, Distriet Gurgaon, was set on foot ;
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(b) whetherin April 1980, Mr. A. A, Macdonald was appointed Inquiry
Officer by Deputy Commissioner or Cornmissioner ; -

(¢) whether any instructions were issued to the Inqmry Officer in re-
gard to the procedure to be followed in the inquiry ;

(d) whether there are any rules or principles governing the procedure.
of such enquiries ;

{e) the date and time from which thig inguiry commenced ;

(f) the date and time when the fact of setting vp of this inquiry was.
notified to the parties ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (2) A dispute having arisen-
on the subject, the Commissioner directed an enquiry into the existence of the-
ocnstom.

{(b) Yes.
{¢) No special instructions appear to have heen issued.

{d) No,
(e} & (f) 17th April, 1980." The time is not known.

Cow SLAUGHTER INQUIRY AND ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED AT BAKRID
IN Jaarsa,

%3075, Lala Jyoti Parshad : Will the Honourable Finance Membar-
plerse state—

(@) if it i3 a fact that the reports of the number and kind of animals.
slaughtered at the time of Bakrid is made to the police by
the lambardars and zailders under orders of Government ;

(b) whether Government received any such report from Jharss ;

(¢} whether t.here i3 a file kept of such reports ;

(d) whether these reports were made available to the Inquiry Offi-

eer, Mr. A, A. Macdonald, Assistant C‘ommsamner, Gurgaon
If not, why not ;

{¢) under whose custody such papers are nept ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : {¢) No, there are no such:
orders of Government. In some places such reports are received by the-

police.
(b} No.
- (¢} No regular file is kept.
(d) Only one report of 1929 was available, but it was not ealled for by the-
Inquiry Officer, nor was it produced by cither party.

{¢) The reports, if any, are kept in the police station or in the office-
of the Deputy Commissioner, Gurgaon.

Cow Sraventer HoUSE AT SaTt SAMADE AT Juarga, AMpara Divisror.

*3076. Lala Jyoti Parshad : Will the Honourable Finance Member-
please state—

(a) if the Commissioner, Ambala Division, was inforred by the-
Deputy Commissioner, Gurgaon, of the existence of Saif
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Kbouta Samadh of the Hindus in field No. 785 9f Jharsa
in which eow slaughter house has sanctioned in the beginning
of May 1930 ;
(b} whether it is a fact that pucca Sati Samadh also exists very near
to the above field, and both of these are places of worship
of Hindu women ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; (z) The Commissioner, Ambala,
was informed by the Deputy Commissioner that it was alleged that a Samadh
oxisted in field No. 785 of Jharsa and in consequenece of that allegation and
to avoid all possible doubt cow slaughtor was not sanctioned in that field.
But the Commissioner subsequently satisfied himself by persons! inspection
of the spot that the alleged Samadh had been construeted sinee the field
was lest ploughed,

{) There exists a small structure at some distance from field 785, whish

may be a grave or Ssmadh, but is never used as a place of worship. As
above stated cow slaughter has not been permitted in field No. 788.

Cow SnavcHTER INQUIRY 1IN JHaARsA,

¥3077. Lala Jyoti Parshad: Will the Honourable Finance Member
please state—
{a) whether in Exhibit 10 on the file of enqmry re cow slaughter in
Jharse the word goshé (meat) has been used ;
(b) whether it is a fact that the word goshi has been interpreted as
heef by the Inquiry Ofticer in his report ?

The Homourable Sir Henry Craik : {a) Yes.

{t) Yes, because the Health Officer’s endorsement on this exhibit
makes it clear that * beef ’ is meent.

Trangrer oF Nox-Munamsapan QFPICERS PROM (FORGAON.

*3078. Lala Jyou Parshad : Will thé Honourable Finance Member
Dlease state—

{a) if it is & fact that a Hindu Magistrate of the 1st Class end Sikh
Deputy SBuperintendent of Police have been removed from
Gurgson since the communal situstion arose in Gurgaon in
April 19903 - _

(b) tho exact reasons of their transfer ;

(¢) whether eny report was made against them by the Deputy Com.
misgioner ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : {s) Yes. .
(b) The transfers were made in the publio interest,

{¢) Government is not propared, in the interests of the discipline of the
services, to answer questions of this type..

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Ts it a fact that right from the Deputy-
Commiesioner down to the Patwari so far as the village is conterned, all offi-
<ers aro non-Hindus ?
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The Hononrable Sir Henry Craik : T do not know.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Is it a fact that when the inquiry with
zespect to the custora was about to be made the Depaty Commissioner
said t0 some of the pleaders there that the result of the inquiry would be the
#ame as the action he had taken ? )

" The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Not so far as the Goverament

18 aWarYe.

Dr. Golrul Chand Narang : Is the Government aware that it is sup-
ported by affidavits by more than one person ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No.

PRANSFER OF Two Hinpu SUB:'INSPEUTORS or Porior FRoM (URGAON,

*3079. Lala Jyoti Parshad : Will the Honourable Finance Member

please ptate—

" (a) whether it is a fact that sinee 11th May, 1980, the day of the alleged
disturbanees, two Sub-Inspeciors professing Hindu zeligion
have been removed from the headquarters of the Gurgaon dig-
trict ;

(b) what was the reason of their removal ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes.

{b) It ie not inthe interests of the public or of police diseipline to state

the reasons for transfor of officers.

i ry—

a

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

GoveEaNMENT AND BoArps ScHOOL, APPOINTMENTS MADE BY Rar Sams

Lira Rarran Lals INePEOTOR 0F ScHOOLS, RAWALPINDIY.

1804, Shaikh Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Minister for'
Education be pleased to state— ' _

(@) since Rai Sahib Lala Rattan Lal came to Rawalpindi as the
Inspector of Schools, kow meny appointments, temporary,
offieiating and permanent, have been made in Government
and Board Schools, whether Anglo-Vernaecular or SBecondary ;

{b). how many Muslims, Hindus and Sikhe have been given these
appointments ? _

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : Iregrot the requisite information
is‘not available, It is being collected and will be supplied to the honourable
-member when ready. . '

Sarpan Brxram Sivon, DisTrioT INsPEOYOR OF S0HOOLS, RAWALPINDI.
1805. Shaikh Abdal Ghani ; Will the Honourable Minister for Edu-
cation be pleased to state— .

{#) since Sardar Bikram Singh has come to Rawalpindi as the District
Inspector of Schools, how many appointments he has made
and what proportion of these he has given to Muslims, Hindus
and Sikhs;

0
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'~ (b) how many headmasters Sardar Bikram Singh has appointed in
: middle and lower middle schools in Rawalpindi district
what proportion of these were Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs ;

{¢) how many candidates for Senior Vernacular and Junior Vernacu--
lar he has sent up for training and what proportion of these
were Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs ?

" The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : The District Tnspector makes-
no appointments. The power of making appointments is with. the District-
Board, the District Inspector only advises the Board. In the circumstances:
it is not proposed to colleet the information.

. Lara Navria Mar, SEATER Rammar ILasr anp Marixk Arpam Bux.

1806, Rai Bahadur Lala Mchan Lal : Will the Honourable Minister
. for Local Self-Government please state—

(¢) at what period Lala Nauria Mal and Shaikh Rahmat Tlahi have-
acted as Senior and Jumior Vice-Presidents of the Rupar:
Municipalify ;

(b) at what period Malik Allah Bux, Sub-Divisicanl Officer, Rupar,.
acted as President of the Municipal Committee, Rupax ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: (¢) Liala Nauria Mal
and Shaikh Rahmat Ialhi were Senior and Junior Vice-Presidents, respes-
tively, of the Municipal Committee of Rupar from the 27th March, 1928 to-
the 27th March, 1929,

{b) Malik Allah Bux was President of the Municipal Committee of Bup&r
from the 81st October, 1927 to the 12th March, 1929.

5
"Arrracarion oF MR, Magsum Arx KHAN FOR TRANSFER OF ENQUIRY.

1807. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Will the Honourable Minister-
{d¢r Liocal Belf-Government be pleased to state whether it is o fact that one
Mr. Magsum Ali Khan applied to the Deputy Commissioner, Ambals, to-
trangfer the enquiry from Mr. C. Keelan, Sub-Divisional Officer, Rupar,
the then Pregident of the Municipal Committee, Bupar ? If the answer o
the question be in the affirmative, will the Honoureble Minister please lay.
on the table & copy of the application of Mr, Magsum Ali Khan and the copy
of the order of the Deputy Commissioner on the said transfer application 2

- The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : The information asked.
for by the honoureble member is bemg collected and will be communicated.
t0 him when available. .

L

ALLRGATIONS AGATNGT SHAIKE ' RamEMaT Ivamr.

1808. Rei Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal : Will the Honourable Minister-
for Loocal Belf Government please state if the auditor’s report about the alle.
gations made by Mr. Magsum Ali against Shaikh Rahmat Ilahi wae forwarded.
to Mr. C. Keelan, Sub-Divisional Officer, President, for report by the Deputy
Commissioner ? If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Honowrable:

1
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Minister lay on the table a copy of the order of the Deputy Commissioner to
Mr. C. Keelan ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: Yes. The report was
forwarded to Mr. Keelan as President of the Municipal Committee. A copy
of the endorsement of the Deputy Commissioner, Ambala, forwarding the
report to the President, Municipal Committes, is attached.

Copy of an crder, dated the 25tk TFebroary, 1930, by E. Seerespanxs, Esy, I C, 8.,
Deputy Commissloner, Ambala, to the Bnbh-Divisivnal Qffcer, Rupar, forwarding
him Anditers® report,

For favour of eazreination and report,

Muniorpar Hoaprran, Rupar, TRANSFER T0 (GOVERNMENY.

1808. Rai Bahadur Lala Mohan Lal: {i) Will the Honourable

Minister for Local Self-Government please state if bye-law No. 28 of the

Municipal Committee, Rupar, iz as follows :— .

' * No motion shall be entertained in vegard to a question once disposed
of oxcept after lapse of three months from the date of such dis-
posal, or exeept on the written application of mors than two-

_ thirds of the members of the Committee.”

(a) if it is & fact that the Munieipal Committee passed a resolution on
10th August, 1927 that they were not willing to hand over the
hospital to the Government in the proposed terms ;

(b) whether it is a fact that in contravention of bye-law No. 28,
a moebing weg held within three months, on 4th September,
1927 to cancel the previous resolution and without the written
requigition of two-thirds of the members of the committes ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that actual and legal possession has not been
given by the Municipal Committee, nor the {ransfer deed

~ exeeuted in favour of the Government;

(d) whether it is & fact that the Municipal Committes, Rupar, passed
8 resolution on the 1st April, 1980 that the committee was not
willing in any case to hand over the hospital to the Govern-
ment ;

(¢) whether it is also a faet that in the mesting of the 4th September,
1927 six members out of 8 were present, including two nomi-
nated membere by the Sub-Divisional Officer, Rupar, and
Aggistent Surgeon ? :

(i) In this connection will the Honourable Minister for Local Self-Goy-
ernment please lay on the table — '

(@) the copies of all the above-mentioned resolutions and ihe names
of the membere present in all the meetings ?

(b) what intention has the Governmment now about the transfer of the
hospital under. the above circumstances ?

" The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon s The required informa-
tion is being called for, The reply will be communicated to the honourable

member when ready.
2
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DrstruoTiON oF Logusta’ Eaas,

1810. Mr. E. Maya Das : Will the Honourable Minister for Agricul-
4ure please state— .

{@) In what districts of the provinces did locusts lay eggs ;
(t) how was it that all the eggs could not be destroyed ;
(¢) what distriets spent money on egg destruction and to what extent ;
(@) trom what sources was this amount met ?
The Hononrable Sardar Sir Jogeadra Singh : (@) In all districts
oxoept Sialkot and Dera Ghazi Ehen ;

(b) It wasnot for want of organization and efforts that all the eggs
were nob destroyed. _

() Bs. 1 lakh was allotted o District Boards for the current financial
yoear, but it is not known yet what amounts were spent by each Distriet Board
on egg destruction from this grent or from their own resources.

(@) Government grant. From Agrienltural and special grants.

Eaas or Lucuosts,

1811. My. E. Maya Das : Will the Honourable Revenue Member
please state— .

(¢) whose duty it is to make report and to whom when loousts
lay eges;
(b) what punishment is inflicted for feilure to make such report ;

(¢) whether there were any cases of failure; if so, what punishment
was inflicted.? )

The Honourabhle Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: (2) Atten-
tion of the honourable member.is invited to paragraph 820of the Punjab
Tand Administration Mangal. .

{b) Fine, or suspension. from office.
(¢) Nons, so far as Government is aware.

Fegs of Loouers.

1812. My.E. Maya Das: Will the Houourable Revenue Member
bhe pleased to state whether the existing rales make it obligatory on
owners of land, in whose limits locusts lay eggs to. report the matter to
Government ? 1f not, why not ? '

The Homourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan-: The-
answer to the firet part is in the negative ;such & rule conld not be framed
under the existing Land Acts.

Locusts HoprErs.

1813. Mr. E. Maya Das ; Will the Honourable Minister for Agricul- -
ture please state what means were employed for destruetion of locusts hoppers:
besides burying, erushing and burning, which is all done by hand 1abour ?
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The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : The following means
have been employed —
() Digging up and ploughing vp egge, which can then be erushed,
burnt, or dried as food for poultry ;
(b) Driving or enticing hoppers into trenches where they can be
buried, burnt, or erushed; or drowned in water containing @
film of kersoine oil ;

(¢) Burning hoppers at night while resting with dry grass, or by
means of flame guns;

{d) Spraying hoppers with phenyle solution, or kerosine oil emulsions
or dusting with calcium eyanide ;

{} Poisoning hoppers and adnlts with baits containing lead arsenate,
strychnine or sodium fluosilieate ;

(f) Protection of birds, such ag Tilias, whish feed on locusts.

Locusre Hopregs.

1814. Mr. E. Maya Das : Will the Honourable Minister for Agricul-
ture please stateiwhether Governient has offered any reward for any deviee
which may desiroy locusts hoppers at much less 3 cost than by burying,
crushing and burning, whieh is all done by hand labour ? If not, why not ¢

_The Honourable Sardar Six Jogepdra Singh: No, becanse the
subject has heen handed over to a special locusts bureaun of the Imperial
Couneil of Agricultural Research.

I'srozEPORE-1IAHORR RoADp,

1815. Mr.E. MayaDas: Will the Honourable Minister for Agricul-
ture be pleased to state— : - .

(¢} what mile lengths of I'erozepoxre-Lahore Road are tarred ;

() what mile lengths have not been renewed for 5 years or mors ;

(¢} whethor metal has been collected for giving new coat to these 7

' . If not, why not ? ’

(d) what milea near Ganda Singhwela and between Kasur and Luli-
ani are very rough and when will these be given a new coat ;

(e) if there are any other ruiles with rough surface, which are thes®
and when will they be given a new coat ? _

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: (o) Miles 1 to 15,
22 to 24, 26, 23 to 85, 42, 44 to 46, 48 to 51,

(t) (1) Tarred portion—mile 8.

(#1) Untarred poriiom—miles 87 to 40.

{¢) Metal has been collected for mile 37 and for part of mile 38, but,
owing to paucity of funds, it is not possible to collect motal during the cur-
rent finsncial ‘year for the remaining miles.

(2) Near Ganda Singhwala miles 89 and 40 and between Lullioni and
Kegur miles 25 and 27.




262 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL.  [261E Jouy 1980.

[Hon. Berdar Sir Jogendra Singh.]
Miles 25 and 27 will be renewed during the current financial year and
miles -89 and 40 next year.

{e) Miles 18 to 27 are rough and will be renewed during the current
financial year.

ConTROL OF Moron TRAFFIC,

1816. My, E. Maya Das : Will the Honourable Memnbor for Revenne
be pleased to state whether Government iy conﬂldenng the question of fram-
ing regulations for control of motor trafie in District Board limits ; if so,
by when & decision is likely to be arrived at ?

- The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: No
speoial regulations for the control of motor traffic within District Board
limits are under consideration. Revised regulations for the control of wotor
traflie for the whole provinse are, however, expected 2 issue shortly.

. CoMMUNAL BEPERESENTATION aMONG Orficrat REORIVERS,

~ 1817. Pix Akbar Ali: Will the Honourable the Finance Member
kindly lay on the table a statement showing eommunitywise the number of
Offteial Receivors in the Punjab (in the case of Hindus the figures should be
for (2) Banias and (é) others), qualifications possesged with their legal ex-
perience, the number of applications from Mnslim lawyers throughout the
provinee for the post of Official Receivers ever sinee this appointment was
introduced in the Punjab ?

The Honourable Sir Henry Cruk Phe information is being col-
locted and will be supplied fo the honourable member when ready.

CoMMISIIONERY FOR LOCAL INVESTIGATIONS IN FERoZEPORE DISTRICT.
1818. Pir Akbar Ali: Will the FHonourable the Finance Member
please lay on the table a list showing the following partieulars about the -
Ferozepore distriet —
(©) nams of the Commissioners for local investigation recently
appointed ;
(¢4) degeription of the case or the work given to each ;
(#43} amount of remuneration ?
The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the honourablo member will

sbate exactly what he means by Commissioners for loeal investigation an
effort will be made to colleet the information he-requires.

GOHM'UNAL REPREYENTATION IN PROVINCIAI. BERVICES.
1819, Diwan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath : Wil the Chief
Becretary be pleaged to state—

{t) whether the Punjab Government cbtained the sanetion and ap-
proval of the Secretary of State for India to the apportionment
of appointments made in Resolution No. 45672-3., dated 8rd of
October, 1919 ;
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(1) what proportion, if any, of appointments in various provincial
gervices ig reserved for rodressing commenal inequalifies, and
‘what proportion is made strietly on merit ?
Mr. D. J. Boyd : (i) No: such approval was not required.

(#) (1) No proportion of appointments is reserved for redressing come
‘mounsl inequalities in the services. '

(b} In the Executive Branch of the Punjab Civil Serviee, the rules of
‘reoruitment recently issued provide that ordinarily 25 per cent. of the ap-
. pointements will be filled in order of merit from among candidates successful
-a% & competitive exemination. In the Judicial Branch, ordinarily 20 per
-cent. of the appointments are made regardless of community or class in
-order of merit from persons successful at the qualifying examination of
-eandidates for the post of Sub.Judge. In other provincial services, thers
18 no competitive examination,

THE SIKH GURDWARAS (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh (Sikh, Urban): 8ir, I beg to
“move—
“ That leave ho granted to introduce the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill"
The motion wes carried. :

Sardar Sahib Sardar Uijal Singh: Six, T beg to introduce the Sikh
Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill,

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh : 8ir, I beg to move—
* That the Sikh Gurdwaras {Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration.”
Mr. President : Motion moved is— '
* That the Sikh Gurdwares { Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration.”
Lala Mukand Lal Puri [Lahore City (Non-Muhammedan), Urban} ¢
‘Bit, I beg to move— .
“That the Bill be circulated jor eliciting public oyinion thereon.”
If the Bill which Sardar Ujjal Singh has put before the House ware a
‘Bill removing any ambiguity or defect or if the amendments he soeks to
propose were merely of & formal kind and were not contentious, there would
be some justification to ask this Council to consider this Bill on the last day
of the sossion and on the last day on which this Council is sitting, But I
beg to submit that this Bill introdeces ehanges of a revolutionary character.
Tt extends the scope of the Gurdwara Act far beyond that intended by the
original framers of the Bill. This Bill gives a new definition of the word
* 8ikh ” and T have only to refer to the definition which is proposed in the
new Bill and the definition which finds & placs in the 8ikh Gurdwaras Act,
1925, to establish my point. If you look, Sir, at clause 2 of the present
Bill, you will find the definition of the word ** Bikh.” Ti runs:

“Qikh means 3 person who professes the Sikh religion or in the cass of & dencased parson
;aiv:l:'l’:roiesaed the Bikh religion or was known to be o Sikh during hie life

So that, here an attempt is made to extond the definition of a decenssd Sikh
to include what was not included in the definition of a deceased Sikh given
4n Section 2 (9) of the Gurdwaras Aet. Now under the definition in section
2 (9) of the Gurdwaras Act, ‘ Sikh ™ moans & person who professes the Sikh
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- religion. In the proposed amendment the definition is that 8ikh is ‘a person
who ‘professes the Sikh religion or was known to be a Bikh during his life-
time:' 8o that for a Sikh who is deceaged it is not necegsary that he should

. proféss the Sikh religion, but the mere fact that he was known to be a Sikh
‘would absolve the (Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee from proving eny-
thing more. Therefore it clearly extends the seope of the Act. As to
how far it extends the scope of the Act, whether it is a proper definition.
ot all and whether the words given there are vague or intelligible or would
create difficulties for the courts, are matters which would be properly taken

- at the time when this definition is considered in detail. What I want o
submit to the House at this stage, is that this is not a Bill, as is stated in.
the statement of objects and reasons, which is meant merely fo remove
ambiguities or o remove defects in procedure. This extension of the defini-

_tion would ensble the Gurdware Parbandhak Committes t0 lay ecleim to
propérties which are not covered by the old Act. That is a matter which.
Government should clearly note, thatis & maiter for which Government.
eannot shirk its responsibility by alleging that it is a private member's
“Bill. - If you look at section 16 (3) which entifles the Akalis to elaim pro-
porty, you would find that, one of the clauses, 4.c., section 16 (2) (%) says.
that & gurdwara would be considered a¢ s Bikh gurdwara if the Tribunal
finds that the gurdwara was established ‘ for use by Sikhs.! If you extend
‘the definition of the word * 8ikh " you are enabling the Akalis to claim
property which could not be claimed under the previous Act.

Mr. President: May I sk the honourable member to send me
writing the motion he is moving ? -
Lola Mukand Lal Puri: I have already sent it to the Becretary.
The second clause which again introduees chunges of a revolutionary cha-
. racter which should not find a place in any decent Bill, is. .. . .. vevs

Mr. President : Which of the two motions is the honourable member
moving (t) that the Bill be referred to a select eommittes, or (i5) that the
‘Bill he eireulated for eliciting publie opinion thereon ? :

Lala Mukand Lal Pari: The motion which has been handed over
first. .

Mr. President : Will the honourable member please pass on to
me in writing the motion which be is now speaking to ?

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: I am speaking to the first motion. I
have put down two motions. The first is that the Bill be circulated for
-glisiting public opinion thereon. If that is not accepted, then I want to
move.my other amendment that the Bill be referred to a select committee.
I was pointing out that this amendment is not of & routine or & formal.
character but of & revolutionary character, as it deals with disputes about.
property between two communities. Another revolutionary change i
in section 11 of the Bill whiech makes the Bill retrospective. The section.
rans gg follows :—

i * Notwithatanding anythinﬁ contained in the said Act or any decsion or order made:
H by & tribunal or the High Courtin eny ceaxe pending at the commencemert of . this-
At the amendments made in the said Act by Sections’2, 3 and 4 shall be ap--

plicable to all olaims, petitions and anita in which the recording of evidence bas-
ngt been concluded before the fribunal at fhe commencement of this Act.”

El
Fl
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I submit, there are two parties who have gone into litigation. They have
.done go before a court which was created by the Gurdwaras Act. The Gur-
dwara Tribunel has found against the Akalis. The Akalis have gone in
appeal to the High Court. Suppose the High Court has after deciding
the point in dispute, remanded the case on some trivial point, that evidence
'was being recorded on that point, this legislation would upset the concurrent
decision of the tribunal and the High Court, which has been arrived at,
aftor eontest between the parties under the Gurdwaras Act of 1925, L
would, therefore, respectfully submit that before the Council proceeds to
consider the Bill it should fully realise two facts first that it extends the
operation of an Act which was passed in 1925 and thaf it introduces ehanges-
of nnusual character.

. The sesond point why 1 want to insist upon the eireulation of this
Bill is that it has not been published even in the Punjab Gazetle, not to
sey of its publication in any English or vernacular newspaper. It is unfair
to the Council to legislate behind the back of the persons whose properties.
are to be confiacated in this manner, Is it fair, to legislate against per-
sons who have not been given the elementary right of even knowing that
& piece of legislation seriously affecting their rights in property is before the
‘Legislative Council of the province? How does my.friend justify the
.eonsideration of this Bill without its publication in the Gazette or in any
paper to bring it to the notice of the persons who are very seriously affected
by this logislation ? If for no other consideration, for “this consideratiow
alone this is not & Bill which should be considered at this stage.

Then, Sir, this piece of legislation—the Gurdwaras Act—has been
administered by two Sikh Gurdwara tribunals which are presided over by
two High Court Judges assisted by two other persons holding more or less.
the gtatus of District Judges. Before deciding to amend this Act, in if
not up to the Couneil to ask the Presidents of these tribunals their opinions.
as to these amendments in the light of their experience? Would this
Couneil be justified in proceeding with this legislation without invibting
the opinion of the two Presidents who have had first hand information of
‘the working of this Act and whose judgment, I respectiully submit, are
going to be revised ? In fact, if I may submit so, the definition of the word
“Bikh ™ is aimed at repealing what Mr. Justice Coldstream held in a case
which eame up before him.

Therefore I submit thet it is not proper that this Council should proceed
1o deliberate upon this important piece of legislation without formally
inviting the opinion of the public and of the experts., There may be some
members who may perhaps have been informally consulted. But that
will not, be a substitute for the considered opinion which ought to be elicited
from the judiciary and the other experts. There is the High Court of
Judicaturs at Lahore which has had experience of the working of the Sikh
Gurdwarag Aet on the appellate side for the last three years. A large
number of judgments have been given, a good few of them are published
in the official reporis. Is it fair, then that a piece of legislation which has
to be worked by the High Couxt should be proceeded with without taking
the opinion of that High Court ? This Council may or may not agree with
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the High Court. 8till, is it fair, is it proper to proceed with the Bill with-
-out having the advice of experts ? After all, where iz the hurry to proceed
-with the Bill now ?

Again, another reason why I move my amendment is, that the persons
“who are chiefly affected by this Bill have not yet had time to formulate
their grievances. In fact, 1t is the session of this Legislative Counecil which
has allowed the news to eseape that the rights and property of individuala
are to be jeopardised in thiv manner. If this session .had not been beld,
most people would not have known of this picce of legislation, That is
why, after coming to Simla we find in the Tribune a condemnation of this
piece of legislation. I venture to place before the House one or two extracts
of opinion published in the Tribune which represents the views of those
persons whom it is going to affect adversely and who unfortunately, it
appears are not represented in this Council. This is what appeared in the
Tribune on July 22 :— _ _

“The (eneral Seoretarv, Udasin Mahamandal wires —' The Udnasin Mehamandsl,
Punjab, views with great slarm the Sikh Gurdwares Avrending Bill t0 be in
troduced in the Panjeb Legislative Cooncil. The Act is already regarded as a
Pplece of extremely unjust legislation because it has already scheduled nimerous
important dergs as Sikh Gurdwaras without providing for o judicial ingniry.
The amendments are osloulated to easily bring the remaining jnstitutions of the
Sadhus into the clutches of the Bikh. "Whe result will be appeling for the
Odasin Sadhus partienlarly. They want the Government not to support it,
Otherwise the belief will he confirmed thaet the Government wants to placete the
g:g;ly :Lzui turbulent Sikkhs at] the cost of the peaceful and non-militant

s, ™

Certainly, if these are the feelings held by persons whose property
38 going to be affected by this piece of legislation, T agk all reasonable Sikhs
whether this Bill should not be cirenlated for opinion. '

Again in the T'ribune of July 28 the following telsgram is published from
Kankhal :—
“The President »f the Udasin Distriet Mandal, Ludhiana, writes :—

*The Sikh (Rordwaras Act has alrendy riined the Udssi SBadhne, If the Qovern®
ment accepts the amendments to be presented by some 8ikh members in the
July session of the Ponjab Legislative Conneil, thage Udasi Sadhus who had
hopes of some safety will be fotally rvined. Unless the Governmient ia bent
upun tRining them 1t shoul not suppsrt the sugpested smendments. * *

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : May I know what
these Mahamandals are of which the honourabls member is talking ?

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: This ignorance is all the more reason
why the Bill should be circulated for elisiting opinion so that the Sikh
Minister of Governmant may be able to know the bodies whose views I have
already read out here.

The Honsurable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : Will the honourable
member please give some dotaila about them ?

“lala Mukend Lal Puri: Thess Mahamandals ave registered bodies
-whose property, as is well known to the Akalis, is jeopardised by the pro-
vigions of the Sikh Gurdwavas Act. (Imterruption). My learned friend,
Dr. Narang, informs me that these Mahamandala are to Udasis what the
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee is to the Akalis. They are
yepresentative bodies duly elected and registered by those persons who are
.opposed to the Alali tenets.

—
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The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: May I ask whether
‘thoy are as ropresentative a body under the Aot as the Shromani Gurdwara

Parbandhak Committes ¢

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Iam sorry I have not followed the Bonour-
able Minister.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: The Shromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee i3 sonstitated under the Sikh Gurdwaras
Aot.  Are these Mahamandsals also eonstituted on the same bagis ? If so,
nnder what Aot they are constituted ? '

>

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: The Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-
mittee i a committes whioh carried on intense agitation against Government
and it is within my recollection as it should be within the resollestion of tha
Honourable Minister that at one time it was dealared an unlawful associa-
tion. It was as a result of persistont agitation which Government eould
not withstand that the Sikh Gurdwaras Act was paseed and the Shromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee now has been econstituted under that
.Aet. Unfortunately, these Mahamandals are at present only registered
bodies. If they could organise themselves and start as effective an agitation,
a3 the Akalis, there is no doubt that Government will be corapelled to pass
an Aot giving the same recognition to these Udasi Mandels aa to the Shromani
JGurdwara Parbanahak Comroittes, :

I 'was pointing out that here was a representative body which is at leasb
entitled to know the details of this complicated logislation extending over
11 clouses and which seriously affects them. 1If, for some veason, this piece
-of Jegislation is not to be permitted to be eriticised by the public and by the
press, why should the Minister be afraid of the opinions of the Presidents
of the Gurdwars Tribunals which have been constituted under the Aeb
itself 7 Why is bie afraid of inviting the opinion of these experis who are
Government servants ? Another reason why I submit it is necessary thab
. the Bill should be ciroulated for eliciting opinion is, that it is quite possible

that experts like the High Court and the (Gurdwara Tribunals and other
bodies that may be consulted may be able to suggest amendments far
better than the amendments that have been suggested by a private member
in this Bill, not only on the points touchea by thizx measure, but alsc: on
points whieh require equal consideration on the part of $his House.

Now, it is felt that this is a needless and useless waste of public money
to have these oases, these small cases decided by the Gurdwara Tribunal.
If any amendment is necsssary to the Act, one amsndmont that should be
‘made is that the Gurdwara Tribunals should be abolished and their work
should be ellowed to be done by the ordinary sub-judges. Now what
heppens is this. Here I8 a tribunal consisting of one High Court Judge
and two distriet judges dealing with eases whieh could be dealt with by a
-sub-judge of the first olass and in most cases by a sub-judge of the second
olass, if not by sub-judges of lower status. There would be some justifioa-
tion in constituting such tribunals if some finelity is attached to their deoi-
sions, but under the law the judgment of the tribunsl is open to appeal
fo the High Court and then ultimately to the Privy Council. So, I ask,
what justifieation is thero for this waste of public money ? The - only
argument that ean be advanced for the egtablishment of the tribunal is
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that the cases would i)e desided more expeditiously. There would be logs-
delay in the disposal of eases.

Mr. President: If a Bill to repeal the Sl.kh Gurdwarag Act were
under disensgion, the honourable member’s speech would be rélevant.

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: What I am suggesting is this, that the:
amending Bill which the honourable member hasg introduced is not & com-
prebensive one. The reel defects of the Act have been left untouchod and.
80, if the Bill is circulated for public opinion that will avoid the waste of
time of this Counecil. I am giving only one illustration. These Gurawars
Tribunels have been in existence for the past four years and for aught.
we know, they hope to continue till the natural life of the present inewm-
bents. But ovidently the Government is not aware of the ingonveniense
to suitors. Here is a snitor who is mvolved in a litigation of Rs, 500 with.
the Shromani Gurdwars Parbandhak Committee in the Karnel distrist..
He hes to come all the way to Lahore to contest his ease at great expense:
and ineonvenience and besides he has to engage a lawyer in Lahore and algo-
bring witnesses to Lahore.

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogemdra Singh: Are all these
arguments relevent to the motion before the House ?
Mr. President ; I have already ruled that they are urelevant and.
I ask the honourable member not to persist in irrelevancy.

Lala Mokand Lal Puri : I was submitting that this failure on the-
part of the movér of the Bill to cireulate it for pablio opinion bas prevented.
its being of a comprehensive nature and has prevented the possibility of.
this Couneil amending it on the lines on which it should have been amended..
For all these reasons I beg to move that the Bill be cironlated for elioiting,
opinion.

My, President : The honourable member’s amendment is ineomplote,.
inasmuch as, it does not specify the date as required by sub-clause (2) (a)-
of Clause 81, by which publis opinion is to be received. The smendment is.
disallowed.

" Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: May I move an amendment that this.
Bill bs circulated for elieiting publie opinion........

Mr. President : Order, order. I have already disallowed an identical

amendment,

Dr. Gokal Chand Narang : It will not be the seme amendment.
This amendment will give a date.
My, President : Is any honomrable member inelined to pass on fo
ye any motion in writing ?
Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri [Amritsar City (Non-Muhammadan) Urban] ::
§ir, I beg to move—
“ Thatlt;:;% ’:Fﬂl be cireulated for eliciting public opinicn therron: by 20tk  Augost.
In bringing this motion before this Houss, Sir, I would submit that the
matbor of this Bill is not of smeh an urgent public importence that it should
be discussed on the last day of this session, and in faet when the Council
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i on its lagt logs. I would submit that this Bill is of sush & great importance
that at least it should have appesred in the Government Gazette. I cannot
at least understand the attitude of Government. At least as far as I have
been able to understand they are going to support this Bill. They say
it is & eompromised Bill. This Council has always been aceustomed to such
sompromised logislation.

Mr. President: The honourable member is beging his arguments
on & certain assumption, of which the Chair and the honourable members
of this House have no Imowledge. -

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Is it necessary that every member should.
have knowledge of any such assumptions ?

My. President: If the honoureble member has got any writien-
information that is another thing, but he cannot base his arguments on
verbal statements, which if denied or contradieted by other members might
cause unpleasantness.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : That is not & eontroversial statement..
No Government member has stood up to -vontradiet it.

Mr. President : I think I should not allow any reference to verbal
statements whish might be contradicted.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhyi: Sir, I was submitting that this Bill be
siroulated for eliciting public opinion. This Aet has been in foree sinse-
1925. At that time there was a great agitetion by the Akalis. The Gov-
ernment and other members of this Council were in a mood to coneede
a6 muoh as they could in order to allay their feelings.

Sardar Buta Singh : Is the honourable member disoussing the

principle underlying the Bill or the Akali agitation ? Akali agitation hes
nothing to do with this Bill:

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri : 8ir, I thought my honourable friend was
putting some questions, but he taised a point of order. I think I am entitled
to repeat, because the honourable member was not in order when he was
pointing all that. That argument will have no forse here with this Couneil,
80, I think, T am justified if I repeat what my honourable friend has-said.

Mr. President s I would request the honourable member to prooeed _
with hig speech.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: 8ir, on a legislation of this nature, it is
very necessary that we should have the opinions of those who are responsible
for the administration of this Aet. ¥t is also necessary that we should
hiave the opinions of the Honourable Judges of the High Court who are d _
with such cases that come before them on the appellate side. I would
submit, Sir, that as a practising lawyer I find that there are some errors in
certain sections and some of these go beyond the intention of the legislation,

Sardar Buta Singh : On & point of order, Sir. The honourable
member is discussing the old Aet. -

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Sir, I was going to poiat ont the defacis
of the Act, the defects that are apparent thersin. It is much better that
the Aet which we should take up must be complete, although this Couneil
has not got the reputation for producing very good Acts.



270 ' PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.  [25rm Juny 1980,
[L. Kesho Ram Sekhri,]

Sir, I was going to illustrate a conerete case that. the re was one man
who mortgaged his property. The mortgage-docree was pasced against
him finally.” When the execution was going on, the Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committée came in and said that it was Gurdwara property. I would
show predently what steps they have taken to deprive the decree-holder in
the execution of his decree.

Mr. ‘President 3 Ozder, order. Under sub-clause (1) of raragraph
81 of the!Buginess Marual, only the prineiple of the Bill and its general
provisiong can be dmcussed gt this stage. Iiw details cannot be discussed
farther than is necessary to explain its prineiples. Wil the henourable
member plea.ae observe this rule ?

Lala: Kesho Ram Sekhri: I was going to submit, Sir, th at this
legislation which we are going through very hurriedly, when paseed, is
likely to the misinterpreted, which might not be the intention of this legisla-
tion. I was submitting that when that decree was taken out for execu-.
tion the Gurdwara Parbzndhak Committee.....2....(Inerruptions).

Mr. President : Which principle of tho Bill is the honourable member

dmcussmg?

Lala Keslm Ram Sekhyi: I am illustrating the after-effect of &

hurried leglslatmn -
- Moy, President : That is not the question before the House. The
bonourablp member should discuss the principle or the defects of this Bill
and not the original Gurdwara Act.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Sir, I sm now discussing the defects
of this hurried legislation. My gubmission is that this Bill be circulated
for eliciting public opinion. I waas going to show the blunders that were
oommtted by this Hougse when the Act of 1925 was passed.

- M. Rreaulent : Ozder, order. I may inform the honourable member
that the expression—
: “Tl:ab}understha.tmwmmiﬁhedbythm}lom“ .
is unpsrlismentary. It is a disrespect to the whole House. I would
Teguest th to withdraw it. A
(Cries vof withdraw, withdraw).
Lala Kesho Ram Sekbri: I withdraw the exprepgion, Sir. I
would now submit that it is very necessary that
12 woox. :E we should have the opinion of the Honourable
Judges s,nd also of those persons whom it concerns. It is therefore not:
becoming ¢n the part of Government to sponsor this legmlatwn at thig
stage. After all, the Udasis havealso a right to livein this province ; their
. rights have a,lso to be protected. All their rights are legal rights. They
are pumhasers and bave been in possession of the property for years together.
By the attempt to define a Sikh in this Bill—a ferm which is impossible.
to be defined—these Udasis who are in possession of Gurdwaras go away.
I therefore; expect that no member of this House would -support the
motion fonta.kmg this Bill into congideration. This Bill should not be
so hurried through and I hope the whole House will agree with me in
thinking that the Bill should be eirculated for-public opinion.
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Mpr. President : Original motion moved is
* Thet the Skl Gurdwaras [ Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration,”

to which an amendment is proposed—
“Thatlt]g:)pﬂ] be cirenlated for eliciting publis opinion therecn by the £0th Avgrst
030" . .

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon (Minister for Local
Self-Government) : Sir, before the House procceds with the heated dis-
cussion on this motion I feel it my duty to place in possession of the House .
certain facts in connection with fhig private Bill brought by an honourable:
member on the opposite benches. .

Su’, the working of the Gurdwaras Act passed in 1925 hag shown certain:
defeots in the language of that measure with the result that the Sikh com-
munity have at various times brought forward certain compleints before.
Government that the Bill requires amending in such and such places.
Not only were such complaints received but also it was digcovered that some-
of the rulings of the High Court and some of the rulings of the Gurdwara.
tribunal also led the Government to feel that probably the wording of the-
present Gurdwaras Act was either not clear or was ambiguous or that it.
required forther explanation. The present Bill that is now before the
House hag more or less proceeded on this prineiple that the provisions of
the old Act are neither to be extended nor to be restrieted. I am glad
to say that the honourable mover of thie Bill has tried to keep within that
prineiple and his measure as I shall show you, is nothing but an attempt
to make clear some of the doubts in the language of the exisiing Act.
(Honourable members : Question).

The arguments Which have been put forward against the principle
of this Bill by honourable member for Amritsar were the ones advanced
by the honourable member from Lshore whose speech you were pleased
to rule out of order. I need not therefore attempt to reply to an attempted
gpesch on this subject by the honourable member from Amritsar whose
motion is under discussion because I have not been able to take down any
point which really needs any reply. In frying to submit my remarks ¥
ghall confine myself fo the obgervations made by the honourable member
from Lahore who moved the original motion which you ruled out of order..
As far ag I could judge from the speech of the honourable member from.
Lahore, he raised only two objections against the principles underlying this.
messure. His first objection was against the draft clause 2 of the Bill
which deals with the definition of a Bikh. I will place before the House-
the reagson why this amendment to the Bill is necessary, He was pleased.
to refer to the provisions of the present Gurdware Aet in which in section
2 (9) the word * 8ikh " is defined. That definition rung thus :

¥ 8Bikh mesns & person who yrofeaaes the Bikh religion ; if any question arices or tor
whether any person is or is oot & Sikh, he chall be deemed reapectively tobe

ot not to be & Sikh according ea homn.kea or refases {0 make induch manmer
as the Loesl Government may presoribe the follrwing detlarntion ;—

-aplepnly affirtn that I am a $1kh. that I believe in they Guro
Granth Sahib, that ¥ belueva in the ten Garus.’,

I emaphasise the words ‘ the ten Grarus.’
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Dr.fGolml Chand Narang : On a point of order, Sir. I draw your
‘atte'ntim:; to Article 78, which reads:

e ‘A8 goon a5 may be after & Bill hag been introduced the Rili unlesa it has already been
i published shall be published in the Gazette.

. Mr. President : Will the Honourable member read the next Arti-
«le? Itisays:—
“%When & Bill i introduced or on some subsequent vcension the memkber-ir-chaige

i maymake one of the following motinps in regard to kis Bill, nam

{2) that it be taken into cunmiderntion, ate.”
Artieles 'fl'B and T9—especially the proviso of the latter—read together,
-make it jperfectly clear that the publication of a Bill is not & condition
precedent to the consideration of a Bill. I may further inform the Houss,
that the Bill has already gone to the Press and might appear in the Gazette
ito-day or to-morrow.

Dr./Gokul Chand Narang ¢ Till then, let us wait. I would res-
pectfully; submit that the language of Article 78 makes it imperative......

M.-.II President : I stick o the opinion that Articles 78 and 79 read
:together make it perfectly clear that publication is not & condition precedent
-to 8 motion for the consideration of a Bill. The past praetice of the House.
ds to the same effect. .

Tlic Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: Sir, T was just reading
‘to the %’onse the definition of the term *8ikh '’ in the old Act of 1925, I
need nof, read it once again but I shell say that that section has several
defects. ; One of them is that it gives us a definition of a living Sikh.

Mn! President : The honoureble member is di?;cussipg details.

'I"henI Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: The honourable
smember, Lale Mukand Lal, Puri, based his motion I think on two points, .
one being clanse 2 of the Bill in which the word ‘ Bikh ’ is being defined.
The other objection was against olause 11 of the Bill which gives retrospective
«effect to the provisions of the Bill, I am trying to meet both the arguments.
I was submitting that the definition in the Act was defective and therefore
:it was found necessary to bring in this amending Bill and that the amending’
Bill does'not go beyond the intentions of the original meesnre but is-only
:intendeditq clear any doubts that might be raised by the defective language
.of the originel measure. The defect in the original Act is this, that it gives
-the definjtion of & living 8ikh and does not define a Sikh who is dead. Tt
Jlays down that a person can be called a Sikh if he professes the Sikh religion
_and if he.is not there to profess it, that is to say, if he is not alive, he cannoi

.be a Sikh.
l N
Lalg Kesho Ram Sekhri]; Question. .
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: This thing ir quite
~elear and requires no rmliug,

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: My question is whether. any judgment
.or ruling 'has been given by the Gurdwara tribunals to this effeet that this
efinitior does not apply to those Sikhs who are dead.
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The Honourable Malik Fivoz Khan, Noon: This point was raised
in a eorfain case and the Judues found that there being no definition laid

down in the Act for a dead ikh they shonld proceed to apply the four tests
Toid down in this sub-clause in order to find out whether the dead peracn
was & Jikh or not. Now, thet led to this difficalty that one of these four
-doclarations that bie has to mske i3 that he bolieves in ten Sikh Gurus. Bot
the gentleman may have been living in the time when the tenth Gurn was
not born, Sikh relicion has gra.dnlallv developed , it did not eome imio
existence in a day. The ten Gures lived ab various times, therefore, the
objection was raised. Nobody can be called & Sikh unless he lived after
the tenth Sikh Gurw. That was the diffionlty underlving this measnre.
Therefors the House will see that it was this difficalty and defest in the
present Act which iz being remedied by the new measure. Uit us look ot .
fhe naw measure. What does it say ? It only 3ays that a Sikk means &
person who professes the Sikh religion or in the ease of a decensed person whe -
professed the Sikh religion or was kuown to be a 8ilch during his life tirne and
this is what the new Bill lays down. If the honourable member. says that
‘the present Act defines » dead Sikh and if the new Bill also tries to make
more clear the definition of the dead Sikh why should he object to it? He
objecta only Leeause the present law makes it doubiful and he does not wans
the doubt to he cleared up. It the present Bili means what I feel and what
he feals, then the new Bill fries to clear the very thing and he should have
nn objection. Therefore as far as this clanse 2 of the Bill i concorned it is
ahsolutely clear, it only tries to introdnee a deﬁmtmn for the dead Sikh.
Another ohjection was raised, why shonld they say “ or a man who was
known to be a Sikh 9’ The dlfﬁculty is this. The word ‘professes’ is a very
-difficult word. It may be argued in the eourt that a man who died 30 years
-ago has not been pmved to have professed the Bikh relizion. There-
fore he cannot be called & Sikh, Tak: the ense of Vi haraja Ranjit Singh.
‘Now aeccording to the progent law it amst be proved that he professed the
"Sikh religion and if it eannot be proved then he is not + Sikh. Iéis ouly to
remnove this defeet that the new clause 2 has been introdnced. This new
amending Bill is not a departare from the principles underlvmg the old Bill
and it only tries to clear up o definition in the old Act. It is not an ex-
tension of the principles of the old Aet. Now, Sir, I will take the House
to the second objection raised by the honourable memhar from Lahore
-against olanse 11, All that clanse 11 provides is that * notwithstanding any
thing contained in the said Act or any decision or order made by a tribnnal
.or the High Conrt in any case pending at the commencement of this Act,
amendments made in the said Act by Sevtios 2, 3 and 4 shall be applicable
to all olaims, petitions, snitz in which the recording of evidence has not
‘been completed.” Therefore this clause i1 has aleo been drafted after
careful consideration and the claims of the persons who ars advocabtes of
-thase who might be adversely affected by this measure have als@ been icare-
fully considered. All that this clause does is this. That if thére are""any-__;--
-eases in whioh the recording of evidence has not yet finished ftigh, only
those casea this definition of Sikh will be interpreted according fo the. new
.definition. Buf if there are cases in which litigation bas bees fipally
finished then this Bill, this elause 11, does not have any retmapegt.we effete
“Therefors it goes withont saying that even this clange 11 is fuir to every-
“body because when a case xs pending and it has not been decided it shou!dvba

k4
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[Hon Malik Firos Khan Noon.] |
.openi to anybody to come forward and put in different pleas at a late stage.
-The honcurable members must have themselves gone and put in amended.
pleas and pleints. Sometimes they withdraw their plaints and put in
:new.plaints, of course with the permission of the conrt. Then, why should
.you prevent the Sikhs from: benefiting from the definition of a §ikh in the
oages-in whieh the proceedings have not yet heen completed. Therefore
.you will see that t.hlu clange 11 i3 also fair from everybody’s point of
\FIBW i

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: Iz the Honourahle Minister going to
isgue instruetions to the High Court and the? tribunals that no applieations
Jor amendment of pleas and applications for producing further evidence
should be rejeeted 2 Or thai diseretion should be exercised only in one
Away..

The Honoarable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : Is that & point of
‘order?

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: I would like to know whether this would
apply to cages which have been reméinded by the High Court for further
evtdenee?

Mr. Prendgnt : That is & matter for judicial interpretation.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : He used it as an argument and - he took
it for granted that the courts wonld always exercise their diserstion in one-
way only and I ask him whether he contemplates by some anthority which

_ig not vested in him to call upon the conrts to exercise their discretion only
in one way.

Mr. President : It is en important point but such defeets ean be
removed by moving necessary amendments.

. The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: Now, these wero the
Only two objections raised against the principles of the Rill. But there ave-
.one or two points which I feel I should bring to the notice of the Houss,

The pmvmons of the Bill were drafted aftor the fullest consideration and
digcussion between the mover of the Bill und certain leading members of
the Dppomte henches.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Is it open to the honourable member
to refer to private eonversations held cutside the Honse ?

The Honoumble Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : [ have got everything
'in wntmc

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang ¢t Read 1t Out then. Uut that was also
. “outgide the Houge.

. The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon ¢ I will read it out st
. .theproper time, Let me explain to the Houqe what the pogition is.

: Lala Mukand Lal Puri : - On & point of order, Sir. The Honourablas-
+ - Minister is guing to refer to certain. communication whlch passed between.
‘him and a certain member sitting on this side of the House If he is going

“*to do that he should slso in fairness BAY .ot be i
T M. President ; s that a point of order ‘?
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Lala Mukand Lal Pari: He should not be permittei to do 8o
if he is not prepared to diseloge the whole thing.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: You will have the-
whole truth, and nothing but the whole truth will be placed before the
House,

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : So help yon God.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: When this Bill was
proposed by the honourable mover, I felt it my duty as a Minister in charge
to try and bring peace between the two parties.

Lala Mukand Lal Pari : There are no two parties.

. The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : [ em glad to hear
that.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khap, Nooa : An endeavour was
made to fry and bring a measure which will be acceptable to those who
wanted to prompt the measure and which may also be acceptable to those
who ore likely to oppose the measure.

= Mr, President : How is that history relevant to the principles of the
Bilt ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : It is.

Mvr. President : What prineiples of the Bill does this relute to ?

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : If you wish me to
omif this argument I amn willing to do so. I wish to point out that the
principle incorporated in clause 2 which is now being objected to hes been
put there after having been aceepted by the members.

Mr. President : Their acceptance ontside the House does not estop
them from going back upon it. I disallow the argument. They might
" have committed themselves outside the House and also in their speeches in
the House, yet, they might vote against it.

_ ;I'he Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: I will leave that
poin

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: No impression should be created against
any particular person.

The Homourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: I -will discuss only
two pointe more and leave that point out. It is suggested that the Bill be
now cireulated for eliciting publie opinion by the end of Avgust. The
result of that will be that under Ariiele 100 of ‘our Manual any Bill
which is not finished or passed by the time this Council is dissolved........

Mr. President : The fact that the Council is likely to be dissolved

after a month or so, caunot deprive an honoutable member of hig con-

. stitutional nght. t0 make a motion which he is entitled {0 make 50 long as.
the Couneil is in existence. ’

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon ; - What I was going to
.gubmif wae this, that if this motion for circulation is aeeepted by this House

it means a practical withdrawal of the Bill,

Dﬁ-
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Myr. President : The Honourable Minister is probably aware that the
present Council is not likely to be dissolved before the end of the next
month and that there is ample time to convene another brief session of the
Counei] i His Exeellency the Governor pleases to do so.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh (Sikh Urban): B8ir, Two contra-
diotory arguments have been advaneed in favour of the motion for circu-
lating the Bill. My honourable friend from Lahore seys that this measure
is of a revolutionery character and on that account it ought o be circulated
for elieibing public opinion. On the other hand, my friend from Amritsar
says thet the Bill does not go far enough and on that aeccount it ought
to be circulated for eliciting public opinion. It is rather difficult to follow
the force of these arguments., As a matter of fact this Bill is neither of a
revohitionary chaeracter nor does it seek o extend the scope of the original
"Act. -The only thing it does i§ to remove certain ambiguities. Honourable
members of this House will concede that the Gurdwara Aot of 1925 was
& very complicated measure and in the hands of such astute lawyers as
.Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang, many ingenious and amazing interpretations
‘were bound to be put on words and on certain sections of the Aet. One
snch thing is the definition of * 8ikh * which has been referred to by honour-
.able members. It is curiously interpreted. According to the definition laid
down in the Act, only a living Bikh would make a deelaration and for want
of a teit for a decoased Sikh the Judges as well as the advoeates have regorted
to that definition for application to the deceased SBikh. Now, Sir, in the
case of d:ceased Sikhs it was not possible to cell for any declaration and the
‘natural result was that it was left to the advocates to interpret Sikh religion
-which they could not possibly do or to the Judges who ecould not define
Bikh religion in its true light. As a matter of fact it is an impossible task
for anybody to interpret the principles or the doctrines of any religion.
It the definition of Hinduism were to be strictly understood, most pecple
or at least those who have been to foreign countries would be ousted from
Hinduism, ) .

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang Not at all,

Sardar Sahib Sardar U)]al Singh ; The honourable member is
quite welcome to his own opinion, 8ir, acoordmg to the definition applied
to the deceased-Sikhs, it was not possible even for Maharaje Ranjit Singh

or Maharaja Daleep Singh to strictly come ander it. If this is to be strietly.
applied even th: Durbar Sahib could not be declared a 8ikh Gurdwara. It
“was these pecuhar interpretations which raised a storm of protest from the
Sikh community ' and necessitated an amendment of the originel Aet, I
would not refer fo the discussion which the Honourable Minister for
Local Self-Govarnment has referred to, but at any rate that discussion
‘ghows that this Bill was given suﬂiment consideration hy the leading
‘members of the party who are now opposing this Bill.
. Mr. Ptesuhnt .Will. the honourable member Please confine his
.srguments to a dmcusmon of the pnnclples or the general prows:ona of tho
BlIl ?
Sarder Sahib alSmglu That is an argument in favour
ef the Wﬂoq that the Baﬂ should not be cireulated. There was & fair’
diseussion.gnd the Bill represents a ectapromise measare. 1t was published

Th
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in the T'ribune of the 16th or 17th instent and it was probably on that eceount
the ht:lmumble members got certain representations from the Udasi Maha-

The gecond argument that was advanced by the honéurable member
from Lahore was with ragard to the retrospective effeet and that argument
has been met by the Minister for Loeal Self-Government. The Bill does
not seek to give retrospective effect at all to the cases which heve been
decided by the tribunal or by the High Court. It secks to apply it only
to cases in which ovidence has not been completed and to cases which are
pending before the tribunal. Such cases are sboat 70 or 75 in number.
In most cases issues have not been framed and only 8 or 4 cases are in an
advanced stage. If the Bill does not apply to these cases then they would
be deprived of the benefit of this Bill.

Sir, I have to point out that this Bill which I bring forward before the
House represents & compromise. The Gurdwara Prabandhek Committee,
after having had the experience of the Gurdware Aect for some time, wanted
to put forward as meny as 46 amendments and those amendments were
discassed with the help of the Joint Secrotary, Transferred Departments,
Nawab Muzaffar Khan, whose assistance and advice was most valuable.
{Hear, hear.) 1Iwant tosay that this Bill is not of & revolutionary character.

. Any amendmenis that we wanted to bring forward in the way of exiending
the seope of the Act were not allowed by the Government. As a matbter
of faet, from the very beginning, Nawab Muzaffar Khan made it elear
that the Government would not accept any amendments which sought to
extend the scope of theé original Act.

Mr. President: The Chair is not cognisant of any such arrangement
or compremige,

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: Nor does the Chair want to be in-
formed.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh ¢ This Bill is of an urgent nature.
Had it not been so, sither the Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee or myself
would not have been in & hurry to bring this measnre forward. As a matier
of faet, wo have been trying to push this Bill from last year and it was on
account of certain discussions and eonsiderations that we postponed it and
it i3 unfortanate that it has been brought forward in this last session of
the Council. But it is not our fanlt. It is due to the fact that we thought
that a full consideration on this measure ought to be given by the publio
and the party concerned before it is introdaced in this House. The Bill
is therefore not being rushed $hrough. I oppose the motion for civeulating
the Bill for elisiating public opinion.

Rai Bahadux Lala Rattan Chand (Non-official, Nominated) (Urdu) :
Bir, if the Bill under consideration is passed into law, certain difficulties
will arise in connection with the cases pending before the Gurdwara Tri.
bunal. ' )

Mr. President : There is no question yet as to the passage of the
Bill and I will not allow any discussion exeept as to its general prineiples.

Rai Babadur Lala Rattan Chand : 8ir, I wish to lay before the
House the relovant faots. :
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Mr. President : Certainly.

‘Rai Bahador Lala Rattan Chand :  Sir, I have risen to support
the motior now before the House. There is no harm if some time is allowed
to the public at large to consider the pros and cons of this measure. If that
is done, I am sare neither party would stand to lose. It is the clear duty
of the leglslators to take into eonsideration the opinions expressed both
in favour and against the Bill. If that it not done, the blame shall lay on
Government. I, therefore, respectfully request the Government that an
opportunity be given to both the parties to consider the Bill under considera-

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh [Hoshiarpur and Kangrs (Sikh) Rural] s Sir
it is & well-known fact that the defects of an enactment will not be known
unless it has been in the working for some time. As my honourable friend
Sardar Sahib Ujjal Singh hes elready pointed out, the Gurdwara Act has
hoen now in  working for some years and the Shromani Gurdwara
Prabandhak Committes consequently discoverad as many as 46 defeets
it for which an amending Bill was sought. Buf as the honourable mover
has already pointed out only cerfain amendments egreed wpon. by a con-
ference of both the parties were taken up and others were abandoned to
obtain a certain meesure of agreoment and concord. The Honourable
Minister for Local Self-Government has explained about this and I will
not repeat what he has said. He has also explained that these are only |
the defects in the old Act, and it is wrong to style such amendments as
revolutionary in character.

Mr. President : The honourable member is repeating the arguments
advanced by others. '

Singh : No, Sir, But I wanted to add that the
real purpose of the other gide is of an evasive naturs. This Council is now
gomg to sit for the last time to-day or to-morrow and although this motion
is that the public opinions should be received before the 20th of August, -
the life of the Comncil is only up to the 81st of August and there will be new
elections and a new council thereafter, which may meet next year.

Mr. President: Thet point also has been mentioned already.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : Yet another peoint which my learned
f jend took up was that o certain telegram had sppesred in the Tribune or
that they had themselves received some telegraphie messagos. It is for the
Houge to consider, Bir, what an Udasi Mehamandal is. Any three or four
Udasis carrying *‘ Karmandals ' in their bands may collect and please to
oall themselves & ‘‘ Mahamandal ” and send a tolegram of the nature des-
eribed. We all know from our own personal knowledge that when the
amending Bill was prepared these very legal luminaries reprs enting the
Udasis at the time of the passing of the old Act met together in a sonference
now again with the Minister for Local Self-Government and Nawab 8ahib,
and the r -presentatives of the other party and arrived ot cortain agreements.
_Can they yet say that their Udagis did not eome to know of these provisions
even from them ?

‘Dy. Golral Chand Narang : Nobody rapresented them. This i a
mis-statement.
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Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : There are written proofs to that effect.
‘But at any rate my real point is this, that the old Act has owing to its de-
feets already done a good deal of harm to the Sikh community. Clausell
in this Bill, however, gives a retrospeciive effect only in cases which are
pending and in which evidence has not besn concluded. All other cases
are beyond remedy. If the Bill goes for circulation and is delayed, endenoe
in & good many eases more will be eoneluded and decigions will be given’
by the time the Bill is ultimately passed and there will be no cure for sll
such oases. This waste of time means that oertain important wages now
pending will essape the mtmqpectwe offeot of this Bill. I8 it fair on the part
of honourable members to raise obstacles and delay the Bill so that it should
go for an othorwise purposeless cironlation. It will serve no useful purpose
at ell. It is an evasive proposal and I appeal to the House to rejeet it.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjel Singh: I move —

“ Thut the gunestion by uow put.”
The motion was eartied.

Myr. President : The original motion was—

* That ths Sikh Gurdweras {Amendment} Bill be taken into eonsideration.”

To this an amendment has been moved-—

“ That fg'h;oBﬂl be cirenlated for oliciting publis opinion therenn by 20th Augan

The question is that that amendment be made.

{After the motion was declared lost Lala Mukand Lal, Puri ealled for 8
division).

+ Mr. President : I am afraid the honourable member is too late.

Lala Mukand l.al Puri: I mlght respectfully submit. that -your
orders were not audible in this part of the House.

Myr. President s After saying “1 thmk the noes have it ”’ 1 waitea
to see if my view was challonged but no one rose to ask for a division.

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: May I bring to your notioo the fact that
your orders were not audible ?

Myr. President: 1 am oxtremely sorry that such a position should
have arisen, but I said I think * Noes have it ” and then I waited and
nobody rose to call fpr a divigion, and than T said * Noes have it.”

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Nobody in this part of the House heard
it

Mr. President : May I ask Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang if he heard the
decision ?

X hDr. Gokul Chand Narang : Sir, I was just asking Eaja Narendrs
Nath..........

Mr. President : If the honourable members prefer to talk rat.her

than to hear the deeision.,......
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‘ Dx. Gokul Ciumd Narang : With dae deference, Sir, I must say
it if not fair. It is not that. After you had said something whmh was-:
maudxb!e, Iagked my friend whether you said * Ayes have it “ Noes-
have it ” beeause 1 did not hear it. I wes going to ask my fnend not to ask.
for a Jdivisien, but the fact iz that we did not hear your desision.

Pandit Nanak Chand : I did not hear it vither.

Mr. President : May I esk the honourable My, Sale if he heard the:
words * Noss have it ?

Mr. S. L. Sale : I must admit that I did hear if.

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan : Sir, I was wmtmgwheara.ndIdldnofr
bear it.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : We heard it.

Mr. President : You might have heard because you are so noat.
Does the House desire me to give my decision again or will it feke the
decision already given as final.

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: Sir, I
simply wanted to point out that this is the first iume during the last five:

years that this point has been raised. As a matter of fact we have alway®
thought that the President’s voice was 8o booming and resonant that 1t
went outside the Couneil Chaxaber (laughter).

Mz, Presideat : . If my deolaration was not a.udlble and the honour~
able members of the House wish me to take votes again, I shall gladly do-
80.

Lala Mukand Lal Puri : Please do so, Sir.

Mr. President : The original motion was—
" “That the Sikb Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill be talien into consideration,”

To this an amendment has been moved-—
“ That the Bill be cironlated for cliciting public opinion thereou by 20th Auguet 1820.™

The question is that that amendment be made.
The Couneil divided : Ayes 15, Noes 8.

Avss 15.
Diwan Bshadur Rajs Nareodes | Rei Babadur Imla Sewsk Ram.
Nath. . Pandit Nanak Chand,
Dr. Gokuol Chand, Narang. Lals Kesho Ram, Sekhn.
Chaudbri Bam Singh. Lala Gopal Das.
. Lala Mukand Lal, Puri. Lala Jyotl Parshad.
Bao Bahadur Ceptain Rao Balbir | Rai Bahaduwr Lala Rattan Chand.
- Singh. Pandit Mehar Chand.
Bai Bahadur Pandit Daulat Ram, | Lals Chefan Anand.
Kalia. - Rai Babadur Lala Dhanpat Bal.
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Noms 83.
{ Colonel C. A. Gill. The Honourable Captain Sardar
£ Mr. H. Calvert. Sikandsr Hyat Khan,
Khen Bahadur Nawab Muzaffar | Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie,
Khan. Mr. D. J, Boyd.
Mr. W, R. Wilson. Mr, 8. L. Sale, .
Mr. C. A. H. Townsend . Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotn Bam.
The Honourable Mahk Firoz Khan, | Cheudhri Duli Chand.
Noon. Sardar Jawehar Singh, Dhillon.
Mzr. R, Banderson. Sardar Han Singh.
Mr. W. 8. Dorman. Sardar Bufa Singh.
Mr, M. A. Ghani. : Sardar Partap Singh.
M. H. F. Achton. Sardar Harbakhsh Singh.
The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal. | Saxdar Babadur Captain Dalpat
The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra | Singh.

Singh. : Sardar Sahib Sardar Fatob Singh.
Mr. Alan Mitshell. Sardar Sabib Sardar Ujjal Singh.
Mr. J. D. Ponny. Sardar Bahadur Sardar Sheo Narain
Dr. Mrs.) M. C. Bhave. Singh.

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik, | SBardar Bishen Bingh.

Sardar Mohinder Singh.

Mr. President : The question is—
“ That the 8{kb Gurdwaras {Amendmont) Bili be taken into vousiderntion.”
1 e Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang : Can we not
© digcnss that motion ?

Lala Mukand Lal, Puri: The fact that the motion that the Bill be
eirculated for eliciting opinion is lost doss not preelude our discussing the
main motion. Besides I have given notice of another amendment, namely,
that the Bill be referred to a seleot committee.

Mr. President : The honourable member eannot be allowed to move
or speak on another amendment,

" Lala Mukand Lal Puri: If that is your ruling, I will not speak
on that amendment, but I will speak on the gquestion that the Bill be taken
into eansideration.

. MNir. President : The honourable member sannot be allowed to speak
on the second amendment, nor can he be allowed to speak te the mam
question, '

Lala Mukand Lal Puri : Can I not speak on the original motion ?

Mr. President: No. When he spoke on the first smendment he
might have spoken to the original motion as well.

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: Msy I submit that when I spoke on the
first amendment, that amendment was ruled out of order,

Mz. President : The honourable member’s amendment wes disallow-
od after he had finished his speech. After an honourable member has
moved and spoken on an amendment he eannot be allowed to move another
amendment or speak to the original motion.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri ;. May I move an amendment, Sir?

Mxr. President: The honourable member has not so far passed on
$0 me any amendment in writing.
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" Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: Sir, I beg to move........

. Mr, Presidentr I very muoh donbt whether any other amendment
18 admissible ab this stage. Artiole 81 (2) runs as follows :—
“At: thiy stage no amendmenta to the Bill may be moved, but—

{0} i the memb:r in charge moves thathis Bill be taken into oonsjderation,

' any member May move aa sn smendiment that the Bill be referred to

& seleot committos or bu circulated for the purpese of eliciting opinion

. thereon by a date to be spevified ju the motion ; or
(b} i the member in charge moves that his Bill be referred to s Ssleot com-
mittes, any member may move as am amendment that the Bill be

oiroulatod lor the purpeso of eleiting opinion thereon by a date to be
specified in the moticn, Hog v

Dr. Gokal Chand Narang: The honourable mover has wmoved
that the Bill be taken into consideration. On that an honourable member
moved that it be cireulated for eliciting public opinion by & certain date.
That amendment was lost. Then, it is open, as 1 take it, for a member of
$his House to speak on the mover's motion and while doing sc may move
-an amendment fo the effeet that the Bill be referred to & selest eommittes.

Mr. President : Had that amendment been passed on to me durin,
the lagt two hours, I would have been only too glad to allow it. -

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Lala Mukand Lal, Puri passed on that
amendment to you.

Mr. President : Yes, bat he did not move it when he was in posses.
#ion of the Honse. .

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: When a motion is moved immediately
aftor leave is granted to introduce a- Bill that it be teken into sonsideration,
- 18 1t neoesgary nnder the law for 8 member to pass on an amendment to you

before it is moved in the House? The motion is there and it ean be sent
10 you just now. '

Mr. President : It should have been sent to me at an earlier stage.
Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Under what law ?

My. Prosident : Under Artiele 81 of the Business Manual and the
practice of the House. B}

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: It does not say that the amendment
should be gent to the President in writing . It simply says, ** He may move
an amendment.” I am therefore perfeotly within Artiole 81, sub-clause (32).
There is no rule whioh says that on such an cecasion the amendment should
be sont to you in writing. ' :

~ Mr. President: The Standing Order appears to be guite olear. [If
the honburable member reads it earefully he will see that it makes provi-
sion for two alternative motions. Now the question is that if the second
slternative motion is moved by ar honourable member and is disposed
of by the House, can another honourable member move the first alternative
motion ? '

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: My submission i3 this, that when a
Bill is moved tor consideration, it i3 open fo every member of the Honse
to move an amendment either that the Bill be referred to a seleot committee
or that i b girculated for eliciting publis opinion by a eertain date. Sup-
posing one member gets up and says that it should not be referred to a
solest committee, but should be eircalated for eliciting public opinion, and
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it is lost, the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration is still
before the House. It is not disposed of.

Myr. President : Yes. _

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : In this Houss no ons is allowed to speak
‘whenever he likes. He can only speak when he is called upon to do so. It
i8 not therefore open to 2 member to get up and say, ‘ I want fo move an
samendment.’ -

Mr. President : The practice has been that when & member desires
to move one of the alternative motions mentioned in Article 81, he informs
the ehair in writing.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Where is the law to thab effet ?

Mr. President : That hag been the practice of $his House at least for
the last four or five years,

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: My submission is that I ean quote
from the proceedings of this very House cases where amendments have besn -
moved and then you have asked that the amendment be passed on to you
in writing for your better understanding of it.

Mr. President ;: Thore are such instances no doubt, and amendments
have been allowed especially on the clauses of a Bill at the last moment.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : I¢ this your final ruling that hencaforth
in a private Bill if a motion i moved, immediately after leave is granted
for its introduetion, that it be taken into consideration, that no amendment
would be eongidered unless it is sent in writing to you before it is moved ?

Mr. President : Perhaps I have not been able to make myself clear:
What I mean is this. Under Standing Order No. 81 {2) one of the two courses
ia_open to an honoursble member. He may move that the Bill be
referred to a select committee or that it be eircnlated for oliciting publie
opinion thereon. In the present case, one honourable member adopted the
second alternative. The question is whether it is now open to him or any"
other member to adopt the first alternative. That is one point. The other
point is that if an honourable member desired to move the onse or the other
amendment, whether it was his duty to inform the Chair in writing or ver-.
belly at the earliest stage. g

Dy. Gokul Chand Narang ;: With great respect I submit that on the.
face of it it is inconceivable that any member should send up two alternative
amendments. He cannot say ‘I will move that the Bill be circulated for
eliciting public opinion, and if that fails, I should be desmed to have moved
the other amendment also, namely that the Bill be referred to & Select
Committes.” He ean send two independent amendments so that if one fails
the other may be considered. The honourable memnber has sent those
amendment as two separate amendments.

Mr. President : That is to say he wishes to move the one or the
other. .
Dr, Gokul Chand Narang : No, I do not say one or the other. It is-
open to hitn to move the first and drop the second or move the second and
drop the first. The question now is whether it is open to Mr. Mukand Lal,
Puri, 1o speak on both the amendments.
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Mr. President : 1 do not think he cau.

__Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Qne caunot spesk in favour of referrin&
2 Bill to a geleet committee and in the same broath ask that the Bill be

circulated for eliciting public opinion. That would be in the very nature
things impossible,

Mr. President : 1Joes the honourablo member then mean that after
the first smendment of Mr, Mukand Lal, Puri, is lost, he should be allowed
to move hig second amendment ?

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Why not ? They are two independent.
amendments altogether, one hiving nothing to do with the other. In fact
it would have been a,hﬁolutrelv difficnlt for him to speak on both.

Mr. President: According o paragraph 64 of our Business Mapual,
no membher can spexk more than onee to any motion except by way of reply,
etc. The Purliamentary practice, as summed up o page 167 of Campion’s
book, is as follows :—

“{1) A Member, who Jas spoken to the main gnestion, may not move or verond an
amendment, » * dilatory® motion, the Previovs Queation, or an instroction to &
Committes, for in doing so he wonld techmea!l) be speakieg twice to the mein

. fjuestion,

(2] A Member who has moved or vercaded an omendment {* diintnry " wolion. ete}
©  may not, after such smendment {or motion) hag been dnpoaed of, speak to the
mm;z”Questuon, or wove or second snother amendment (¢ dilatory‘ motivn,
But

- “(3) A Member, who has apoken to the main guestion, or moved or eeconded an
amendment {* dilztory * motion, etr.}, may speak to an amendmert (* dilatory *

miotion, etc,), subsequently moved by snother Member, 88 in doing 5o he iz
speaking fo & new question.” .
Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : May 1 bring another peint to your notiee 7
Mr. Puri apoke on a motion which yon Taled out of order. Therefore, he mast

not be eonsidered to have spoken on the first amendment at all. :

My, President : When he moved and spoke to his amendment the
mein question was before the House and if he preferred to requme his seat.
without speaking to that question, when he was in possession of the House,
he cannot be aliowed either to move another amendment or to spea.k o second
time to the reein question.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : 1 thmls your ruling with regard to the
first part is perfectly correct. But I do hold and I do maintain t.hat :lt. is open
to &nother member to move another amendment.

Pandit Nanak Chand : Suppose, fur example, a member oW # moved
that the Bill be referred o a select committes. Will you rule it ogbot order?

My. President : May ¥ ask the Legal Rememhbrancer's lanon on
the point under discussion ? .

.The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat nﬂn s May
I suggest that we adjourn now for Lunch ?

'Lhe Couneil aceordingly adjourned for lonch.

The Council re-asgembled st twenty minutes past two. Mr. President
dn the Chair,

Dl' GckulC]mnd Narang :8ir, lhtwonldawstyou,lwuulddraw
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your attention to & similar case which occurred in the Assembly, and which
i3 reported in the Official Report of the Legislative Assembly, Volume I,
No. 88, for the 20th, Mareh, 1930. Sir, three alternative amendments
were moved by an houourable member of the Legislative Asgembly,
Mr. Amar Nath, Dotf. In the first amendment he said that for Re. 1-4-0,
the words annas 8 ‘be substituled. 1n the second he said the worda
annas 12 be substituted and in the Srd he saud Re, 1 be substituted in pluce
of Rs. 1-40, He spoke on his first amendment, namely that annas 8 he
substituted in place of Re. 1-4-0. Hesat down, then Mr. Mukhtar Singh
xyose and then Mr. President jatervened ; then Mx, Mukhiar Singh and then
Mr. President and then Mr. Mukhtar Singh., After the speesh of
Mr. Mukhtar Siogh, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdass made a specch and
then Hir George Schuster made a speech and (hen Mr. President pat the
motion and the motion was negatived. Then Mr. Amar Nath Dutt moved
his next amendment which was to the effect that in the same clanse for the
words ‘ one rapee and four anusr’ the words * twelve annas’ be sabstituted.
He made a speech on it. His speech was replied to by Sir George Schuster,
Bir George Schnster said,—it was interesting. T will read out one
senbenoe, e said (—- '

* 8ir, my honounrable friend seems to be earrying out a sort of Dutch auction as
salt tax, trying to tempt me with various bide, but T am afraid that all 1 smd
originally applies to his amendments rivht doww to the acale.”

1 need not zo furbher, This amendment was put and it was Aiso
negatived. Then Mz. Amar Noth Dutt g got up arain and moved his third
smendment and made a speech and ho was followed by other speakers, For
instance, I find Haji Abdoola Haroon-ajso mnade a speech and then Sir George -
Schmster made 2 third speech on the third amendment ot M. Amar. 1\‘_:;;3&.11/'//~
* Dutt., 'The third amendme ut and the Houvse divided on that. Wa
are not coucerned with the result, but these are the facfs us 1 gather from
pages 2047 to 2052 of the said volume. This wpuld g that wher a geutle-
man sends ap dmeuts, i ive »f eack other
and ote of them would exelw &1, it is impossible for him to diseuss
both because both cannot simultaneously be before the House, and yon would
at once mle oat the speaker if he made an attempt to place two motions in
the alternative which may at the same time he before the House. It was
therefore, impossible and 1t would have been impossible and irregnlar on the
- part of Mr. Puori, to have spoken on hoth the motions 2f the same time.
{Onece he speaks you would declare at the end of his speech that his motion
was irregular.  And even if we assame that that motion was irregular and
his spoech eannot be treated as having leen made, it simply means that he
apolke on one of the two amendments that he sent up and following the prece-
dents, which 1 have just quoted, after his first amendment was negatived,
it was open to him 0 get up and move the second amendment which he had
slready gent up. T would $herefore pabmit, that the opinion that yor were
pleased to express, and if it had not been a ruling, deserves reconsideration,
Tt is a matter of somo eonstitutional importance and I hope that in the light
of the precedents that I have quoted you would please reconsider it and would
permit Mr. Puri to move his second amendment.

Mr. President : It is quite clear froxx the extracts read by the learned
Doctor that the question : Whether the same honoureble member conld
move heveral alternahve amendments to the same motion and .spenk to
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' Mr. Preaxdent 1
those amendments turnhy turn was neither raised nor decldsd by the Presi-
‘dent of the Assembly.

&ccordmg.. to the rales of Parlinmentary practice, already quoted from
Compion’s hook, such » prosedure is uuwarranted. I, therefore, hold that.
once o member has spoken either to the main queﬁtmn OF TV ed an amend-
ment snd resurmned bis seat, he cannot speak again to the main question or
move another amendment ; but ho can speak to an amendment moved by
another member to the same qaestion, in a3 1ouch ss, in doing so he would

-"'be speaking to & new question.
- -When tbe question 13 proposed on an amendment, debate should»
strietly, be relevant to that amendment and not refer to other amendments.
But if the several amendments raise different aspects of the question reised
by the amendment, actually under consideration, the Chair may allow debate

- %o range over all those amendments on the understanding that when these
later amindments are valled they will he divided, if desired, but not discussed.
This wholesome Parliamentary practice has heon followed by this House in
the past. and there i3 no reason why it should be departed from in future.

Tn the ease now before the Honse, three alternative amendments can
be wede under Articles T% and 81, but I do not think it i8 permissible for
any one member t0 move more than one amendment. :

Dr, Gokul Chand Nurang ; The ruls which you have been pleased
to read ‘out, Su‘, applies to procegdings in committee es you must have
noticed. -

. M President : That is the procedure of the Committee of the whole -
House apd it is that procedure which has been generally adopted by this
Counail.:
" Thete is snother point of some importance which may be decided, if

i

possible.

Article 79 is as follows :—
“When a Bill i introduced or on some gsubsequent ococasion, the

i member in-charge may make one of the following motions

d in regerd to his Bill, namely :—

(a) tha,f. it be taken into consideration by the Couneil either at °

i onee or at pome future day to be then specified ; ox

{b) that it be referred to a Belect Committee composed of such
members of the Council as he may name in his motion ; or

(c) that it be eirculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon.,

. Ttwould appear that these three motions, v3z., (1) that the Bill betaken
. into consideration, (2) that the Bill be referred to a Salect Committse, or
. (8) that the Bill be cireulated for eliciting pubhc opitiion thereon, are sta.t,ed
in o special order. The narrowest motion is put first, the wider motion eomes.
next, and the last in order is the widest motion. The same order is adhered
to in Artiele 81(2). This point is very significant.

A.rtmle 81 {2) is as follows :—
(2) ‘At this stage no smendments to the Bill may be moved but—- :
(a) if the member in charge maves that his Bill be taken into consider-

: ation, any member may move &s an amendment that the Bill

FREE
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be referrad to a Select Committes or be cireulated for the pur--

pose of eliciting opinion thereon by a date to be specified in the-
motion ; or

(b) if the member in eharge moves that his Bill be referred to a.
Select Committes, any member may move as an amendment.
thaf the Bill be cireulated for the - purpose of eliciting opinion
thereon by a date to be specified in the motion.

On reading Avticles 79 and 81 (2) together, I am ineclined to infer that.
jf the mover of a Bill moves the widest motion, viz., that the Bill be circulated
for eliciting public opinion thereon, no other member can move one of the-
two narrowetr motions affer the widest motion is discnssed and voted wupon.
by the House. That is to say, (%) the motion to refer the Bill to the Select
Committes, or (i7) to take the Bill into consideration cannoi be moved by~
any member after the mover of the Bill has moved the motion that the-
Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. This leada me to
infer that if a member, other than the mover of & Bill, moves the widest motion,.
no other member can move the narrower motion that the Bill be referred.
to a Select Commities, after the wider motion is disposed of by the House.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : But primé faeie you will see, Bir, that
when a wider motion is defeated, the seope for & narrower motion is not lost.-
For instance, if I move for the omission of a clause and that is defeated it

does not mean that I cannot move that certain words out of that clause may-
be deleted.

Mr. President ;: A motion for the omission of a elauge is not an amend--
ment. It is a negation of the clause and will not be aliowed as an amendment
and if the House decides not to omit o clanse an amendment to omit gome-
of its words shall be out of order. Thereiore, the hypothetical case stated:
by the learned Doctor cannot arise.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Should I take it that you said that:
ﬁml;.uler the Parliamentary practice it is the wider motions that are teken up-«

at ?

Mr. President : I said nothing of the kind. We have got our own
rules of procedurs and I must follow them so far as they go, but if they are-
silent on any point and the Parliamentary practice on that point is not in-
consistant with them, I shall follow that practice. I have invariably dons-
50 in the past and intend to do so i the future,

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Suppose for argument’s sake that this
amendment of mine is carried. Will not the House be in order to move-
that this Bill be referred to & seleet committes ?

Mgy, President : That is the point under disoussion.

Lala Kesho Ram. Sekhyi : If the public opinion is elicited, will not-

the House bain order to refer it to a select commuttee ?

Mr. President : Oortainly. This is expressly provided by article 87.
~ Lala Keshe Ram, Sekhri : 1'sibmit that the order is not that we-

should go on with the narrower motion first and the wider motion later.

Mr. President : If the honourable member reads - Articles 79, 81 (2) 
and 87 together, he might agree with me that the order of motions goes:
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{Mz, President.)
from the narrower to the wider. The Legal Remembrancer i isof the same
«opinion.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang ; With due respect to your learning and
to the Honourable the Legal Remembransger, there is nothing in Artielos 79
and 81 sbout the narrower or the wider motion. You will see, Sir, Article
79 says that when a Bill is introduced or on some subsequent oceasion the
member in charge may make one of the motions in regard to the Bill.
The option is given 0 the member in charge to make either of these three
motions, namely (1) thet it be -taken into considerstion by the Coumeil
bither at once or at some future date to be specified, (2) that it be referred
10 a select committee composed of sach members, (3) that it be eireula.
tod for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. You will see not a
.gingle word has been said about the scope being wider or narrower. Would
you interpret them besause they appear as (s), (b) aud (c) ?

Mr. President : The motion to take the Bill into eonsideration is
‘much more restricted in its scope than the motion that the Bill be referred
to a solest committes and the latter motion is much narrower than the
motion that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon., If
‘the mover of a Bill moves the widest motion that the Bill be cireunlated for
«eliciting public opinion thereon and the motion is either earried or negatived,
our rales do not provide that another member may move thereaiter that
the Bill be referred o a select committes.

Pandit Nanak Chand : The choico is given to the mover to chose
-one of the three motions. But with regard to the amendments even if you
take them in the order in which thay ere stated, and that the amendment of
‘Mr. Puri that it shonld be referred to & select committee is wider accord-
ing to your ruling then I submit that it would be in order, and I think if two
‘motions were given to you, it- would be your duty to move the narrower
motion first.

Mr. President : Right, but the honourable member, Mr. Puri, preferred
4o move the wider motion. It was open to him, no doubt, to move the
-narrower motion, but he did not do so. .

The Honourable Mr. Maunohar Lal (Minister for Education) :
Bir, it is perfectly clear that the member in ocharge of a Bill might make
:any one of the three motions which are definitely mpecified in Article 79.
Onos he makes one of these three motions eertain rights of moving dilatory
-amendments arise under Article 81 to members of the Houge. If the member
in charze mekes the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration, then
.any ons who wishes to delay the consideration of the Bill, who wants to
‘make & dilatory motion can either take his stand, as he feels his strength,
on moving that the matter be preferred to e select committes or that the

maiter be cirenlated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion, and I will

-come back to this in & minate. It is also perfectly clear, under Article 81 (),
a8 you have been pleased to observe, that if the member in charge hes no.
“higher anmbition that to move that the Bill be referred to a seless comnmittee
-then the only dilgtory motion that remains available to the members of the
Homle can be that the Bill be ciroulated for the particular purposs of elicit-

ing publio opinion. That is the whole force of Artiele 81 (b). It has no for-
ﬂm- virtne. Whether we are eontronted with the memberm charge going
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the whole length of asking the House to take the Bill into consideration there
and then, when the people who want o delay, we are not here concerned
with the rights or wrongs of the matier, and who want to delay the consider-
ation of the thing, the thing that will satisfy them most what they reelly
wish is, that the thing should be delayed the most. Let the Bill go out and
be ecirculated so that public opinion may be elicited thereon and thereafter,
if they so chose, they can onee again move that the Bill be referred to the
salect committee, If they fail in this endeavour of theirs to secure the cone.
eurrence of the Houge in the matter of having the Bill cireulated for purposes
of eliciting puablic opinion & course still remains open to them and that is the
course to which they would resort only afier the bigger dilatory motion
bas not beon a suceess. That is the next motion to whish they will come,
and that is that the Bill be referred to & select committee. I said a little
while ago that the order which is set down in (b} has nothing whatever to
do with the seleetion of these two dilatory motions under Article 81 {a)
and logic is entirely clear on that head. The whole object of Article 81 (a)
is to afford certain faeilities to members of the House who wish to move
o diletory motion and therefore it cannot be said that you must chose a
motion that it be referred to a seloet committee sarlier than you take up
the other motion that it be circulated for purposes of eliciting public
opinion. And the matter becomes perfectly clear in logic. What ia
nesessarily a point of procedure and 2 direction of procedure when you
are taking a positive course is prescribed under (b)), But it is entirely
the other way when you are taking the negafive course; and determin-
ing according to members secking to delay what is the proper pro-
todure in selecting the order of their dilatory motions. Now, Sir, I am
not paying anything one way or the other whether Mr. Mukand Lal is
right having failed because of a technical flaw in his motion, or Lala Kesho
Ram is entitled having failed because the House would not concer with
him in the matter of the dilatory motion, but it seems to me that unless the
rules of procedure of this House clearly lay down by written notice or other-
wise that the Pregident should be apprised in writing at the beginning of the
intended motions, it should be open sven under the sirictest parlismentary
procedure to any member who hag not hitherto spoken to address you on the
question and {0 move the other dilatory motion that the matter be now re-
‘referred to the select committeo. :

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : I went to draw your atfentionto a
passage which I remembered having come across
during the lanch interval. At page 242 of the same
book as yon have got before you, the subjeet of precedence among amend-
menta is dealt with and there reference is made to certain regolutions of the
‘House, of course the House of Commons, of 1858 and 1868 which lay general
rales for the precedence of amendments. Their effect is briefly, according
to clanse 8, this: 'When geveral amendments are moved to the samo figure, -
priority is given to the amendment proposing the greatest reduction, then to
that proposing to the next greatest veduostion and'so on. Now, I submit,
this also appeals to common-sense; Here i 8 measure and we say, ot us
consult 500 people. The House says, no we will not do it and delay it Ior
such a long timie. Then we say, all right let us consult 5 people and those,
not people from outeide this House, but & from the very people who belong

3pM,
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fo this House. If you cannot delay it so long, let us deley a bit, for a much-

- smaller period. That appesls to commonsense. I go to a gentleman and

gay, I am e poor man, give me Re. 10, * 1f he cannot, I will ask for Rs. 5 or
af least & dinner. So that, in the ordinary eonrge of affairs and in conso-
nance with commonsense, the widest motion comes first and then in the re-
verse order until we eome to the narrowest.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : Sir, 1 feel that we have
into this difficulty beeause, in my humble opinion, we are not following the
procedurs laid down by rales for the conduet of the business of this House
(Hear, hear). I will draw your sttention to rule 81 that yon have just read
out. I says:— _

At this stage no amendments to the Bill may be moved, but—

{6} if the momber in charge moves that his Bill be taken into eon-
- sideration, any member may move as an amendment that the Bill
be reforrad to a Selest Committes.” b

Therefore, Sir, the only motion that is open to a member is e emend-

_‘ment to his motion. And as ragards the procedure for amendments to these

Bills, I will draw your attention to article 89, which says :—

+*4 3¢ notice of 2 proposed amendment hes ot been given two clear days before the day
- "on which the consideration of the elange to which the amendment is proposed ia
conmmenced, any member may object to the moving of the amendment.”

"(Honodmbls'msbers: “ Clause’”y I will come to that. Please listen.
Tt you eannot follow my argument, it i not my fault.

What I submit is that the ordinary procedurs for the amendments on
a Bill is laid down in clanse 89. Now, fhis motion s laid down in 81 (g)
i8-a motion which could not be econtemplated as an amendment to a clguse of

" $he Bill. Therefore, this clause 81 () lays down that this object can only be

achieved by a motion which this cleuse calls an amendment. Tt says:—
“*Tf the member in charge moves that his Bill be taken into.consideration, any member
. miay muve 45 an amendment that the Bilk be referred to & Seloot Committee,"”
So.this motion at once adopts the position and capascity of an ordinary
amendment to & Bill and so far as that is concerned it should be eovered by
the rule of notice which I have pointed and I will give the reasons for that.
The motion to have the Bill referrad to a select commities or to have it refer-
red for the purpose of eliciting public opinion is & very important motion and
it is necessary to bhave two clear days’ notice of the proposed motion, so
that the member in sharge may be prepared to meet it and so that also the
‘honourable members of this House may have notice of that amendment and
be prepared on the subject and not have the motion suddenly thrust upon
them.  Therefore I hope that you will hold that in the future if any motion
of this nature has been-brought in this Houss, there must be two clear days’
notice. If that procedure is adopted, there will be no trouble in futurs,
becansa when motions are given notice of, the President will arrangs them in
the order of their merit "as to which one should be takem first, which
next and go on. i the procedure which Isuggest is adopted, no diffieulty wilt
arise in future. '

‘Mr. President : Which procedure ?
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : Two days’ notice.
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Dr, Gokul Chand Narang: I am reminded of 2 well known phrase
‘but 1 will not quote it. It relates to Angels. But surely the House is grateful
#0 the Honourable Minister for the very Ineid exposition. His wish i actually
father to the thought. What ho wants is that such troubles should not
-arise in future. It is a very noble wish. What he is suggesting iv actnally
.an amendment of the standing orders and of the rules framed thereunder.
So far as the interpretation that he places upon Article 81 (a) i8 concerned,
‘with the greatest regpect to him, it ecannot bear one moment’s examination,
.He forgets that the occasion for moving such amendments arises only when &
«eortain motion has been made by the mover of a Bill and it is then and then
-alone that one of the two amendments suggested in the provision can be made.
No question of three days’ notice or two days' notice can arise in connection
with such an amendment. If, of course, he wents, in future that no sach
.troubles should arise and these legal discussions should not cause a waste of
-the time of the Couneil, it is open to him to have the standing orders amended.
But he hag made no contribution to the subject now before the House.

Pandit Nanak Chand : The rule that governs the present procedure
‘is Article 81. It has already been quoted, but I will, with your permis-
.gion, read it onee more ;:—

* At this stege no amendments to the Bill mey bo moved, but—

{a) If the member in cherge moves thet bis Bill be taken into consideration, any
'member may move a9 en amendment that the Bill be referzed to & elect com-
mittee or be cironlated for the puvrpose of eliciting opinien thereon by a date
to be specified in the motion.”

Now, Sir, regarding the rule that the narrower motion should be taken
“firgt and the wider motion sfterwards, let us assume that Mr, Puri was ealled
apon to move what is called a narrower motion, namely that the Bill be
weferred to a seleci committee and the House pagsed thai. Then, whers is
ithe occasion to move a wider motion ? Again, Sir, sub-section 8 of Article

“81 says i—
’ * Where a motion that » Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinien thereon
ia carried, and the Billis cireulated in accordance with that divection and o
are received thereon, the member in charge, if he wishes to preceed with his Bill
thereaffer, must move that the Bill be seferred to a Seleet Cominittes, vnless the
Pragident, in the exercise of his power to suapend this article allowe a motion
to be made that the Bill be taken into congideration.™

It follows naturally that the wider motion should be considered first
-and not the narrower, becanse the moment the narrower motion is passed,
-the wider motion cannot be moved. Therefore, it is abundantly elear by
reading these clauses that the wider motion should come first and the
-nerrower motion afterwards.

Mr. President: Tho argument that when several amendments are
moved to the same figure, priority is given to the amendment proposing
the greatest reduetion, then to thet proposing the next greatest, and so
-on, hag behind it the sanction of rules, practice and commonsense;
while the decision of the point now under diseussion depemds upon
the interpretation of Articles 79, 81 and 87. As already explained the
.question is whether, after the mover of a Bill has moved the motion
that it be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon and the motion
is either carried or defeated, it is open to & member of this House to move
that the Bill be referred to a select commitiee. If the answer o {his

B2
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question is in tne nogative, how ¢an it be contended reasonably that after
the seme motion is moved by a member other than the mover of the Bill
and is disposed of by the House, any other member can move that the Bill
be referred to o select committee ?

I am inclined to think that after & wider amendment has been movada
and dispoged of, the narrower amendment should not be allowed.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : The analogy that you have been pleased
to quote, with due deference I would state, doss not apply in the present
vase. When & mover of o Bill comes befors the House he comes with &
proposition which may or may not be aceeptable to the House. When he
himself says that the Pill be cireulated for eliciting public opinion thereon,
prime facie in the eyes of the House that would be the most pradent aourse
and therefore the House would not suggest a less pmdent eonrss.

‘M. President Suppose that in the opinion of the mover of a Bil',
its immediate consideretion is undesirable and that he would have it pus
‘off, say for a year. Article 79 () expressly permits him to move that
" the Bill be eireulzted for elisiting publie opinion thereon and if this motion
is made and carried or negatived, will it be open to any other member to
rise and move that the Bill be referred to a select committee ? I am inelined
‘to think thet the reply to this question shounld be in the negative.

Dr. Gokul Clwnd Narang : S8ir, you .are really assuming two-
things, one that it is as a-matter of fact illegal and would be u'regula.r for a
“Honse to move thet the Bill may be referred to  select commitieo when the-
‘mover of a Bill himself says it may be cirenlated for elieiting p‘ub]lo opinion..
That position is not ¢lear simply beeause there is no provision here in expross.
words to the effeot, that even if the mover of & Bill says that the Bill may be-
cireulated for elioiting public opinion, the House may still move that the-
Bill may be referred to.s seleot committée. From this it does not follow
- that such a procedure would be irregular., These rules follew & common-
-sense rale and ere a natural course of prooedure. When » mover of & Bill
‘eomes before the House, if I may use an analogy, he comes in the position
of & ‘suitor, of an applmant an appellent, a person who eomes with a request
and he says I want this Bill to be passed, you may consider it and pass.
it and I give you my roasons for it. ‘When he is himself so diffident as not
to ask the House o proceed at once to consider the Bil or even to refer it
t0 a select committes but he is diffident to such an extent that he hiraself
asks that his Bill may be cireulated for eliciting publio opinion, nsturally-
the House would not say we are more sure of the soundness and the validity
of the Bill than yon yourself are. That would be perfectly unnataral and.
againgt the ordinary comrse of procedure in the world. It is he  who is.
‘prima facie the person who is in charge of the Bill and who is presumed to-
understand the Bill better than any other member of the House before
whick he comes, and therefore when he himgelf does not want the House:
‘to refer it to the selest committee, the House would not say, “ Yon say
‘that the Bill be circolated for eliciting public ¢pinion but we are more-
_eonvinced of the soundness of the Bill than you yourself are and therofore-
it i8 not necessary to refer it. to the publio, but we will cnly refer it to a
}Jmlted circle of a.dvlsers, namsly a seleet committee eonstituted by » number-
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«of members of the House ". That procedure can never be thought of, and
therefore this procedure which would ssem to be absolutely unheard of
®ould not be laid down in the rules. This analogy does not apply. . When 2
private member moves one motion, he says already this has been defeated,
let us bave the opinion of five men, and there is no reason why it should be
“held out of order simply beesuse the scope of this amendment is nerrower
I the sense that he wants it to be referred to a smaller namber of people,
but otherwise is there anything in these amendments themselves that one
ds wider and the other is narrower ?

. Mr. President : If the mover of the Bill moves that the Bill be eir-
-culated for publie opinion and the Council turns down that motion, what
‘wil be the fate of the Bill 9 _

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: It vanishes, it evaporates, it ceases to
-exidt, .

Mr, President : Then, I think you are supporting the view that a
narrower motion eannot be made after the wider one has bean disposed of.

Dr, Gokul Chand Narang: Unless some one from the House
#ays we need not waste so mueh time of the House, and we will refer the Bill
to a selevt committeo.

Mr. President : Then the honourable member appears to be of the
opinjon that affer a motion to ocireulate the Bill to elioit public opinion
thereon is defeated......

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : And no other motion is brought for-
ward, then the Bill evaporates. But it is open to the House to say......

M. President : There I differ.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Besause the Hounse says, do not be

80 diffident, your Bill is quite good. I have studied it very thoroughly.
It is guite good and it will be passed. Let us refer it to o seleot committee.
‘Then & member gets up and makes this motion and convinees the House
that it is not necessary to refer it to a select committee.
, Mr. President: On the other hand, if ‘the mover of a Bill wishes
_that the Bill be cireulated for eliciting publisc opinion therson and moves
2 motion to that effeet under Article 79 {¢), can any other member of the
House move the sounter motion that the Bill be referred to a selest com.
mittee ? Under our rules, as they stand, no such counter motion appears
to be permissible.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Certainly, whers is the law to prevent
it? I would go further and say, supposing the motion for ciroulation is
defeated, it is open to the House b0 say that the Bill should be referred
10 a seleot committee.

Mr. President : The poinf is not quite free from doubt.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : And the benefit of the doubt should
‘g0 to me, =

Mr. President : As the honoursble member olaims the benefit of

the doubt, and as the point is not entirely free from doubt, I give him the
benefit of the doubt, subjeot to a considered ruling been given hereafter.
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Dr. Golml Chand Narang: I am much obliged fo you.

Mr. President : The honourable member can now move his amend.--
ment.

- Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Slr, I beg to move—
“ ot the Sikh Gurdawarar (Amendment) Bill be relerred to 8 eelect commitfee  con—
sinting of the following :—
Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh,
SBerdar Bata Siogh,
Mr. Labh Sfogh,
Lale Mokand Lal Puri,
- Lala Kesho Ram Sekhrd,
¢ _ Dr. Gokul Chand Narong,:
Myr. 8. L. Sale, and
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan hoon.

Mr. Presidemt ¢+ The original motion was—

* That the §ikh Gurdawares {Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration.'
gipés which an amendment has been moved-—
“ That the Bill be relerred to a zelect commitiee consisting of tke tcll wing —
Bardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh,
Sardar Buta Singh,
Mr. Labh Singh,
-Lale ¥uokand Lal Turi,
Lala Eesho Ram Sckby,
D, Rokul Chand Narang,
M. B. L. 8ale, and
The Honoursble Malik Firoz Khan "%on

'The question is that that amendment be adopted.

The motlpn was lost.

Mr. President : The question is—
“ That the Bikh Gurdawaras (Amendment) Bill be taken into consideraticn.”

r

-.:The motiOn was earried.
Mr. Premlent : The Counecil will now proceed to eonslder the Bill
clange by clause. The guestion is—
“ That spb-clause (2] of clense 1 stand part of the BilL"
‘The motion was carried.
Clause 2.

"ﬁr. Gokul Chand Narang (North-West Towns, Non-Muhammadan,.
‘Urben) : Sir, I beg to move—

" That iq h 2 of clanse 2, Ilne 4, the fcllowing words occunivg atter the word
mwn ge deleted, namely or was known to be Sikh doring hiv life
ﬁ.lne :
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I may at onee submit that my reasons for asking the deletion of these
words are, in the first place, this expression is vague. “ Or was known
to be, '’ to whom? The clause does not indicate to whom that person
should be known to be Sikh, whether to two persons or three persons or for
two thousand persons or only to the members of hie family. The clause
doos not say specifically to whom that person should be known to be Sikh
during hig Yite time. It may be all right in the ease of historic personsges.
But if it is a case of a less known person, a private individual whose pro-
pert:yl comes to be disputed before a Sikh Gurdwara Tribunal it would cause
trouble,

Then, again, 1 would submit, and here I want to draw the attention
of the Honourable Member in charge of the Department to whish the Bill
relaies and to Sardar Ujjal Singh, thet many Udasis keep long hair which is
congidered to be a badge or distinguishing mark of & Sikh. Evidence
might be produced by some persons to the effeot that a certain person
kept Jong hair and therefore he wae known to be a Sikh, even though that
witness may not know the eorreot comnotation of a Sikh and may not be
sonversant with the oreed of the Sikh. That would not be really carrying
out the intention which the original Aet had in view. To that extent this
amendmen  will extend the seope of the Act and therefore does not come
within the objeots and reesons attached to the Bill. The professed object
of this Bill is to remove ambignities and thére is no guestion of ambiguities
about a person who is dead. It is & question of fact and no question of law
whether & person was or was not & Sikh. Sardar Ujjal Singh said that
it was very difficult o define a Sikh and he alvo said that if any one were
to attempt to define a Hindu a good many peoplé would be exohided from
the fold of Hindus. Iat onee said he was wrong. Even the Hindu religion,
diffieult a3 it is snpposed to be, is not so diffioult of definition.” For the
enlightenment of my honourable friend, Sardar Ujjal Singh, I may submit
that the Mahasabha has defined the word and that definition is very brief
and comprehensive, and if he likes to know, if he is interested in knowing
the definition of & Hindu, I shall tell him what it is. As I said, it is a ques-
tion of faet, and a question of faot is to be determined not by the provisions
of a statute, but by evidence. It should be left to a eourt to deside whether
& person was or was not a Sikh just as it would be open to the eourt to decide
whether a living person is or is not a Sikh. How is a person who is living
held to be a-8ikh ? In the same way evidenee ocan be adduced in the case
of a deceased person. It might be said in the case of e living person that.
there is the declaration. That declarstion, no doubt, ean be plased before.
& person when there is 8 question of doubt. But that deolarastion embodies.
a question of principle and also eertain questions of fact, namely whether
& person believed in the ten Gurus end in the Granth Sahid and whether
he had no other religion. All these thre e statements form the varions.
parts of the deelaration embodying questions of fact subject o be proved
by evidence. If evidence has to be given with respect to a living persom,
the same principle, the same facts can be kept in view and be proved or
disproved by ovidenco in the case of deceased persons. 1 wonld therefore
appeal to Sarder Ujjel Singh with the grestest respect possible to allow
these words to b e deleted. The words that would remsin after the deletion.
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of these words would be guite suffisient and ecurts wﬂl not find any diffisulty
in determining whether a deceased person was or was not a Sikh.

My, President : Clause under oonsideration, amendment moved—

* Thaet in pmgmph%ofchuaaﬁ linaa.thefollomg words ocenrring after tlie wod
* religton’ be deleted, namely, “or was known to he Bikh during Lis life
&

time

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh (Sikh Urban): Sir, if the amend-
men} propesed by my learned friend, Dr. Gokul Chand, Narang, were
accepted, there will be absolutely no improvement in the existing provisions
of the ‘Act ; beoause, the existing provision defines that any man is a Sikh
who professes the Sikh religion. Sikhism is an offshoot of the Hindu
religion. It is a reforming religion and as suoh certain orthodox praetices
of the Hindus have ecrept into it. On secount of these practises, and social
custonss adopted by some Sikhs in the past, it beeomes  diffieult to
distinguish o Sikh from a Hinda. Now, in the ease of living Sikh, it is
possible to mdake a distinotion. In spite of the fact that he may be  adopting
eertain’ old . Hindu praetices, a living Sikh can declare  that he is e Sikh
but in the case of a deecased person such a deelaration is not possible. But
as the Bikh religion does not enjoin the performanee of those practices the
Judges: have declared deceased Sikhs proved to perform such practices
28 non-Sikhs, Ii is for this reagson that it has become necessary to amend
this clause ; and unless those Sikhg of the past who were generally known
to be S1khs are to be taken as Sikhs, it would be impossible for any one
to be declared & Sikh. ' _

- In-thig connection I may refer to the very clever and ingenious inter-
pretations put upon the definition of & Sikh. As & matter of fact the
Honourable Judge of the Tribunal, Mr. Munna Lal, has tried to divide
oven the present day Sikhs into three classes (1) Sanatan S1khs (2 }
Gommon Sikhs, (8) Akalis. Acoording to him if & Sikh wears a ‘ janso’
ho remains.-no longer a Jikh and i an untouchable is not allowed to enter
8 (urdwars, he concludes that the Gurdwesra is not established for the
use of the Sikhs, because Sikhism does not recognise distinetion of caste.
I mere prastices are to be taken into consideration in the case of & deeeased
8ikh, it would be impossible for any Gurdwara to be deolared s Sikh Gardwara, -
or for the matier of that any Sikh to be declared & Sikh if he is no longar
living to make the declaration. In fact, even now certain pragtices of the
Hindus are observed by oertain Sikhs and all the same those ‘porsons who
resort to such praotices are econsidered Sikhs. For this reason it is proposed
io bring in these words, namely thet those persons who asre known to be
Sikhs should be taken as suoh,

‘Sardar Harbakhsh Singh [Hoshisrpur and Kengra, (Sikh), Rural] ;
Sir, one point has noi been made clear. My friend who moved the amend-
ment said that it was a question of fach whether & person was or wad nob
s Sikh. T quite agree it is a question of fact. For this very eason in the
0ld Act & cortain procedure was preseribed to test and decide this question
of fact whish was that the person should make a particular. declaration,
K a living person made the preseribed declaration, then the question
of faot .a8 to whether he i8 a Sikh is proved and established. But the
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question arises, how to apply this test in the case of a deceased person.
That is why this amending clanse provides that if a deceased person was
known to be a Sikh by his having professed it, or that is to say by state-
ments made by him during his Life time to that effeet or by some records
or anything of that sort that may be available, then he should be oon-
-E_E_dgl;ed to have been proved & Sikh.

That material will supply the proof. 'The couri has been given the hint
that such sort of proof will be encugh to decide the question. This will operate
as & rale of evidence. Oun the other hand, if there is no such etatement
-or affirmation coming from any record or anything of the sort, the other
rule of evidence is to be allowed to operate, thak is, whether the person
<during his life time was known to be a Sikh. That may give rize to contro-
‘versial proofs, that is, one party may adduee the affirmative sort of proof
‘while the other side may prove the negative. The ceurt will then be able
40" decide this question affer weighing ovidence. This clause &'mply
gives & hiné to fhe courl that this guestion of fact shounld be decided on a
dertain sort of evidence. If it is deleted then there are left no eriteria that
JYou give to the court to decide this important question of fact in oase of a
deceaged person as therc are in the case of a living porson.

'Lala Mukand Lal Puri [Lahore City (Non-Muhammadan) Urban] :
Bir, T beg to submit that the original clause as proposed extends the scope
-of the Aot and if the policy of the Government is, as has been stated by the
Henourabls the Minister for Local Self-Government, that it would not
-support aty measure which extends the scope of the Bill, I ask the Govern:
ment to consider thet question in all seriousness whether the amendment
now praposed does or does not extend the scope of the Bill. If they after
taking tho proper adviee of exports, withont boing satisfied merely with the
-opinion of 2 lay person like the Hononrablo Minister for Loeal Self-Govern-
ment come to the conclusion that in fact it extends the scope of the Aect,
I hope that at sowe stage or cther the Government will step in and
will not. give effect to that as far as possible. I eubmit, with due deference
o what has been said by the, Honourable Minister for Local Self-Government,
that the amendment itself shows that it extends the scope of the Ack.
The definition in the Gurdwara Aet is that a person is a Sikh who professus
the Bikh religion. Well, that definition applics equally to living Sikhs as’
woll a8 to dead Sikhs. With respect to living Sikha the matter was made
Turther clear by obviating the necesrity of taking any evidence if & person
hesg declared himself to be a Sikh and certainly he will be treated as a Sikh.
But the definition of the word ** Bikh » was very definibe. He who professes
‘the Sikh religion is a Sikh whether he is dead or living. Now, what is
preposed in this Bill iz that o that definition the words “ or he was known
to be a Sikh ™ be added. Well, Sir, T submit that this is 2 clear extension
-of the seope of the Act. :

Now, Sir, the other point which I wish to bring to the notice of the
‘House is that if you waut to define 8 person, you oughé to defne him in
«definite terms. You must not define o living Sikh in one term and a dead
Bikh in enother term. I can very well imegine that the method of deter-
mining whether a person is a Sikh or is not & Bikh, in cuse of living and dead
iperson may be differsnt but the criteria for determining whether he is or
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is not a Bikh should be tha same. It should not be possible for the conrt
to held that A who is living to-day is a Sikh and if he dies tomorrow, he
may be held to be not & Sikh or piee verse. Different answers may very
well be given, if the definition proposed by Sardar Ujjal Singh-is accepted.
Bardar Flarbakhsh Singh has been plessed to Tefer to a very valuable piece
of evidence which will be forthcoming in some cases. There is & question
to bo decided whether & person was a Sikh or not as specified in the Sikh
Gurdweras Act. In the Tribunal o question may arige whether a person
was a Sikhor was not a Sikh. Supposing by evidence ib is proved that he.
was known fo be a Sikh, on the othar hand the other party has got  written
confession in ite pocket that the man was not a Sikh, and puts that written
confession before the court, under these ciroumstances what would
tho courli do ? Here is a definite declaration by a person that ke was not &
Bikh, on the other hand volumes of evidence is ou record fo show that
be was known to everybody te be & Sikh. What would the eourt do under
these civoumstances ? T submit, Sir, that this definition is abgolutely illogieal..
This definition should not be allowed to remain as it is. If you do
not define “ a Sikh,’ then you give very little gnidancs to the court, %o
determine whether a person is known to be a Sikh or not. By what test.
the word * Sikh ™ is to be determined? And how is & person to be deter-
mined who i3 known a Sikh ? You are simply meking eonfusion worse
gonfounded. So, Sir, this definition is not only vague, but is illogical
and a3 I have gubmitted it extends the seope of the Aet. Therefors, Sir,
I will submit that this be deleted. It was certainly possible 1n the select
commiites to have substituted a definition which might pomsibly bave.
et with the wishes of Sardar Ujjal Singh also. But that safeguard has.
alo been not adopted with respect to this Bill.

. In gn issus of the Tribune which was published lest week, I saw 2 letter-
by one Sardar Pritam Singh. He suggested a definition of 2 deceased Sikh.
1 am not quite sure if the matter had gone to the select committes some
other better definition of the word would not have been placed.-on, the Statute-
Book which would have been equally unobjectionable to the Udasies and
the Akalies. The definition suggested by Sardar Pritam Singh is & declara--
tion required from a living Sikh. In that definition 8 condilions were
necessary. First that he should be in a position to state that he believes.
in Qranth Sahib ; secondly that he believes in the ten Gurus and thirdly-
that he'has no other religion. Sardar Pritam Singh suggested in cage of a.
deeeased 8ikh that the Srd eondition that he had no other religion st.muld
not be 'insisted . upon, and the minimum requirements that he believed
in the Granth Sahib and the ten Gurus was sufficient. That was the sug--
gestion ‘which might have been considered from various aspects and which
might possibly have been adopted. But the definition, which is now pro--
posed, .1 would submit woumld make the task of courts very dJ.ﬁieul!;,.
Instead of removing any ambiguity it sdds to the ambiguity. It is
assertod that under the new Bill they will have to prove far less,.
which 6f eourse would be extending the seope of the Act that he need
not profess the Sikh religion but that he need only be known to have been
& Sikh: Well, 8ir, if I profess to be & HindaI am a Hindu whether-
I am known to be & Hindu or not, but as I profess Hinduism I am a Hindu.
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Similarly with respest to Sikhs. Therefore tho definition as it stood was
perfoctly right and should have been allowed fo continue on the Statuie
Book.

Now, 8ir, another point which should be brought to the notice of this:
House is that the Gurdwara Tribunal has already interpreted this expres-
sion “* whosoever professes Sikh religion”. When a eourt constituted under-
the Act 28 indieated has interpreted a perticular section in a partmular
manner, well, I submit, Sir, if the legislature ever intends to override
that interpretation it is certainly extending the scope of the Act as it is.
passed. And what is intended hers to be done is to go back upon the
decision which hag been, given by Honourable Mr. Justice Coldstream,
aeting as President of one of the Gurdwars Tribunals.

In case No: 12 under Soction 8 of the Bikh Gurdwaras Act Mr. Justice:
Coldstream on 10th August 1928 mmterprefed the word ““Sikh” as fol-
lows :—

“ For the p of the Sikk  Gurdwaras Act * Sikh > means a person who profeases:

the Bik religion. The criteria fur deciding in case of dispute whether a Hving
raon profeasea the Sikh religion or not are thai he muat professto believe in 1he

gam'u Granth Sahib end the ten Garus and to have no other religinn.
decidiug whethet o dead person professed the Sjkh religion we are not bound
I think, to apply the delinition so far as we enn, ie., to come to # conclusion
whother the person would have stated, hed he been asked, that he believed in.
the Guru Granth Sahib and the ten Guros snd had no other religion. Tt follows:
that a person who bhad some ether relipion than orthedox Sikbkism could not be-
regarded a9 having been a Sikh for the purpose of the Act. My conclusion in the-
matter therefore is that the words * for use by Sikls ™ in clause (4i7) Sub-sec-
tion 2 of Sertion 6 ynnat be read to mean “ for nee of persons who are proved to-
have professed the Bikh religion, that is to say, who believed in the Gurn Granth
Scehib and the ten Gurus and had not other religion,” and I think that the Akalis-
to prove their cose must eatisfly n8 by evidence thet this particular shaine (Shri
{urdaware Sghib Pokhta) gitnate in the Revenue estate of Navehers Pannua,.
Tahsil Tarn Taran of Pistrict Amritsar; was established with the clear inten-
tion that it shonld be nsed for public worship by orthdox Sikbs wliese reli—
gion was not Hinduiem.”

Therefore, Sir, if the objeot of the amendment ig to override this judg-
ment, and that is the argument which is being
&dvanced I submit it extends the scope of the
Act. You must define a Sikh whether dead or living in the same terros.
When you sef yourself up as claimant to a property you put m a very
restricted ond narrow definition of a ‘ Sikh ’ but while you go on to define-
persons whose property you elaim you give a very wide definition. So
that ultimately it comes to this that by having this definition, one for the-
living Sikh and another for the dead Sikh, the Akalis will have the property
to which they are not entitled. If yon want to amend the definition, why
not amend it with respect to living persons also ? It is most illogical to-
define the same person in different terms in eage he is living and in easo he-
is dead. And that iz what ig atberapted to be done.

\ It has been pointed out by the honourable mover of this Bill that if
this smendment is not aecepted all gurdwaras or a vast majority of them.
could not be termed Sikh gurdwaras. That is absolutely untemable becanse-
the effect of this amendment would mainly relate to Seetion 16 (i4).

ERD 2
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 Mr. President : The honourable member has been.repeating his
argumentsd. Clause under consideration, amendment moved B—
“That in paragraph 2 of clause 2, line 3, the following words after the word
* religion ' be deleted, namely, * or was known $o be Sikh during bislife time.””
The éuastion is that that amendment be made.
The motion was lost. :

- M. President : It is four o’clock and the time for the: ordin
business of the day is over. His Excellency has been pleased to intimate
that he will address and say good-bye to the members of the Council aé 11
A. M. to-morrow.

. The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: There
is also the motion relating to the report of the Simon Commisgion, ~ -

Mr. President : The honourable member who tabled the motion
has informed me that he does not wish to move it. The Bili is, there-
fore, the last item of our busmess.

The Honourable Captain Saxdar Sikandar Hyst Khan: I wish
$o make it clear Sir, that the Government is prepared to give time for the
discussion and I hope that there is no misunderstanding on the point.

Mr. President: But the mover does not wish to move his motion.
8o the Council may take into consideration some amendments of the Bill.

The question is—

* That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.”

The motion was carried.
Clause B. .
Dr. Golml Chand Narang : Sir, I beg to move—
* That in olause $ (3}, line 2, the word * eslousively be added after the word * uged.” ”
In cage that i3 not accepted— )
i Thi:_n{:in clatige 3 (<) line 2, the word * mainly * be added after {he word © used,' ¥
Ido liot want to make a speech but wounld leave it to the good sense
of the Houge to vote in favour of the amendment.
Mr, President : Clause under consideration. The. question is—
“ 'l‘lmt {n clanse 3 (i) line 2, the word * exelusively * be added after the word * nzed.” *
The motion was lost.
Mr. President : Clause under consideration. The question is—
“ Th;t- in olause 3 {#) line 2, the word ‘ mainiy * be added ufter the word * used.” ™
The motion wae lost,
. Mr. President : The question is—
“ Phat clanse 3 sbaed park of the Bill.”
The motion was carried. -
; Clause 4.

Lala liluk_an'd Lal Puri: I move the substitution of a new clause
for the existing clanse 4.
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Mr. President : The clause proposed to be substitubed is altogether
2 new clause, therefore I disallow it.

Lala Mukaod Lal Puri: Sir, I beg to move—

** That :’; ol;duzg 4, after the words * Notified Sikh Gardawars ' tbe words ‘or any person™
a .1’

Myr. President : Clause under sonsideration, amendment moved is—
“That in olavse 4, after the words “‘Notifted Sikh Gurlawars ' the words* or any,
person * be added, *

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: With due deference to my friend’s
learning, this amendment would not convéy his own meaning. I have
sent up. an amendment which I beg to move and which makes the sense,
as I venturs to presume clearer. It is a very long clause and substitution
of one word here and one word there would not make it eonsistent. The
objeet of my amendment is exactly the same. But only, I venture to
sabmit, that it makes the point elearer, but in the amendment proposed
by Lala Mukend Lel even his own intention is not clear and my amend-
ment just includes one litile thing more. This is an important clause and
instead of substituting one word here and faking away a word there, I have,.
to make it easier of understanding, put it in this form.

Mr. President ; I cannot allow any other amendment to be moved
or discassed before the honourable member, Mr. Mukand Lal’s amendment.
is digposed of. .

Dy. Gokul Chand Narang : I am going to diseuss the amendment
of Mr. Puri to clause 4 and I was pointing out that clauss 4 as it stands
is inadequate and is clearly one sided and if I may venture to refer to a
discussion that I had with the honourable mover he also seemed to be under
the impression that even those persons who are petitioners before a tribunal
and are claiming a right, title or interest inu any immavable property claimed
on hehalf of Gurdwara can also have a right in esge s declaration iz made
in their favour to institute s suit in the swme tribunal for the possession.
of the xight or immovable property. The olause is clearly one sided. Tt
asgumes that it will be always the Gurdwara Committee that will get a
declaration in its favour and therefore the suif will have to be instituted
for possession of the right, title or interest concerned by the Committee
of that particular Gurdwara concerned.and that does not seem to be the
intention of the honoursble mover becanse I am sure that he will not he
willingly one sided but would like to do justice to both sides eoncerned.
Therefors, this elause does require an amendment and I am sure that Sarder
Ujjel Singh and his worthy advisers would econcede that this amendment
is necessary. The only question would be about the form the amendment
ghould take. Mr. Puri has sent up an amendment. It does not appear
to me to be quite correct and certsin other sonsequential emendments
would have to be made in the body of the clause ag it stands and it is for
that reason that I sent up another amendment which earried out the object
of my learned friend, the mover of that amendment and zlso ineludes another-
change, & small amendment of & certein character. If you will kindly
turn your attention to clanse 4 you will find that it says that when it has
been decided under the provisions of this Act that a right, title orinterest
in immoveble property belongs to a notified Sikh Gurdware, the Committee
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of the Gurdwara concerned may within a period of one year from the date
of the decigion or the date of the constitution of the eommittee whichever
is later, institute a suit before the tribunal on hehalf of the Gurdwara
claiming to be-awarded possession of the right, title or interest concerned
and the tribunal shall pass 8 decree for the possession thereof. The clause
is a very long one and the language that has been employed by my honour-
able friend Mr. Puri would not eover uniess other ehanges are made, the
ground which this clause is intended te cover or which ho intends really
that this clange should eaver. The first thing is that it should be open both
4o the mshani and the Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee or
the local commities of management of the Gurdwara to institute a suit
‘when & declazation has been made in its favour just as it might be in favour
of the Gurdwara itself. Then the question i3 whether the snit ghonld be
brought within & year from that declaration or from the constitution of the
Jlocal Committee or some other period should be prescribed. My humble
opinion is thet the provision as it exists in the clause is not
adetuate, because a great deal of complications would arise. For,
‘while the appeal of the losing party 18 pending in the High Court
compensation 18 awarded to the winning party. There arise several in-
-gtances in which the judgments of the Tribunal have been reversed by the
‘High Court, but no harm has been dome to anybody becanse ander the
<deeree of the Tribunal no property passes from one party to another. If
is only- & doclaration of rights. In fact the decree that a Tribunal ean pass
is only declaratory and not a decree for possession. Therefore no harm
is done. - But if before the appeal is decided possession is awarded, say to
a Sadbu—I will take an instance which might suit my honoureble friend
better—he takes away the property and allows it to be divided into so
‘meny portions, and he having no children and wife might himself go to the
Andamans or to Hardwar..........

The Honourable”Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh: I move that the
question be now put.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : The Honourable Minister cannot
move for closure when the speaker is on his legs.

Mg, President : The closure may be moved not only 2t the end
but also in the course of a speech. \

The Council then adjourned till 9 . m. on Saturday, the 26th July
1880, : . .

—————

64 PLC—000—29-8-80—8GPP Lahore.



PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
5ta SESSION OF THE 8Sep PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Saturday, the 26th July 1930.

The Council met at the Assembly Chamber, Simls, at 9 A
of the clock. Mr. President in the Chair.’ '

THE SIKH GUBDWARAS (AMENDMENT) BIiL .
Clause 4.

Dr! Gokal Chand Naiang: Sir, I want to know whather I ean meve”
my amendment of which I have sent notice. _ _

Mr. President ;: Does not the honourable ingmbéi’s ameéndinent go
beyond the original elause ? _ -

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : No, Sir. I ouly substitute some words
for the existing words here and there'in the clause. I T had said like that it
would have canseéd confusion. That is why I have recasted the whole elaise.
They say ‘ within a period of one year from the date of the possession......
whichever is later.” I say, * After the appeal, if any, has been disposed
of." Otherwise the intent of my amendment and the present clawse is the
same. L only fix & period which' would be required for the disposal of the
appeal.

_ .Mr, President ; Is not the honourable member’s amendment incon-
sistent with the original clause ? - )

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: An ai¢ndnent means an smendmient,
It does mean a change. Otherwise there will' be no amendment at all.
Supposing it is a Limitation Act and yousay ¢ 8 yedrs ” and I want t6 have
* one year.” Certeinly it is inconsistent with the original clause. Otherwise "
there will be no amendment. )

Mr. President : Unless the amendinent now before the House, that
is to say, Mr. Puri’s amendment, is disposed of, I cannot allow any other
amendment.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Then, will my smendment be taken up
after this amendment iz disposed of ? _

Mr. President : I shall gladly consider the honourable member’s
amendment in itg turn. The question is—

_¢ That ig sub-clause (1) of clanse 4 after the words * Notified Sikh Gurdware® the
following words be inserted : © or any person.” .

The motion was carried. _ o
Lala Mukand La) Puri: Sir, I beg to move—

* That in sub-clause (1) of clause 4, after the word * concerned,” the following words
o added : ¢ or the person in whose favour a declaration bag Fero made, ™
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{ L. Mokand Lal Puri)
This is 8 consequential amendment and is part and pareel of the one
that has already been passed.

M. President : The question —

“ Thatm sub—clause (t%wnf olouse 4, after the word ¢ concerned ‘the following words
porson in "whoso favour s declaration has been mads.’ **

The motion was carried.

Mr. President : Now we come to Dr. Gokul Chand’s amendment. The
first point to be decided is whether it is in order ; that is o say, whether it
is consistent with the amendment which has been just passed by the House. .

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : .One part of it i¢ exactly the same.
Only my smendment, with due respect to everybody who has voted in favour
of these amendments, would make the clause & consistent one.

Mr. President : The honournble member's amendment is that the
following be substituted for sub-clause (1) of clause4 a8 it stands originally
in the Bill. Now the clause in the Bill has been amended by the inser-
tion of certain words in several places. Consequently, the guestion is,
whether the amendment which was intended to replace the original clause,
.’ conmstent with the clauge as amended by the Oormml '

* Dx. Gokul Chand Narang : It is consistent.
Mr. President : Dr. Gokul Chand’s amendment is this—

* Thet the following be snbsht.uted for pub-clause {1) of cdlavse 4 ;—

“When it has been decided under the provisions of this Ast that a right, title and

interest in an immovable property belongs or dees not belong to & notified
-8ikh * Gurdwara, the partyin whose favour the declaration is mede, may, after
tha appeal , if aby, hes been disposed of, institute a suit for the poseession of
the rig] t,tif.laand interest conuamed and the Tribunal shell pase a decree. -
-for posaession thereof, > ™

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : You will gee that it will require & fow
-months. to bring out the defeets which would be created if thowords which
have been aceepted by the House are inserted in the clause:

My. President : But does it express, if not exactly, subatantm]ly,
the samé sense ag the amended clause ? -

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : - Yes, it does. That i why 1 say it s -
not inconsistent. It cnly stmlghtens up the langunage. T'he difference lies
in.this, that for the 83 lmes from the Sth line for the words : * within a penod
of one year from the date of the possession or the date of the constitution
of the eommittes, whichever is later’” I want to substitute the following :

¢ after the appeal, if any, bas been tllsposed of.” The rest remains the samae,
The. drafting sub-committes when it iz appointed will straighten nup the
]anguaga if you do not accept my draft for I do not think possibly any ob-:
jection could be raised to it. The learned Liegal Remembrancer iy fortun-
ately here and he can look into it.

My, Prasident : Does the honourable Legal Remembrancer agree
that the amendment is substantially identical with the clanse ag-amended ?
Mr. S. L. Sale : No, Sir, thers is a very considerable difference.

Dr. Gokal Chend Naranq Yes, leaving out the appeal, but the
rest 19 the sarae.

Ay
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The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon: The ouly difference :
thetween the clause as it stands now and the amendment that Dr. Gokul
Chand Narang is auggesting is this, that by the new amendment Dr, Narang :
wishes to-deprive the decree-holder of the ordinary eivil law of his right to-
execute his decres. He wishes the execution of that decree to he postponed -
«#ill the High Court has decided the appeal. That is the only difference that
his amendment makes. Otherwise the changes seem to be only verbal. -

. Dg. Gokul Chand Narang : That is perfectly right, t.hough the wa.y"f
«of patting it is a bit different. (Laughter) .

. Khan Bahadur Nawab Muzaffar Khan (Dlrecﬁor Iniorma.tmn
Bureau) : I think, Sir, that my estesmed friend is under some msappre—j
thension, The amen&mg Bill in no way takes away the powers from the civil..
courts. In fact agin an ordinary civil case, when a declaratory. decree has :
been passed, the plaintiff in whose favour the deeree has beon passed will
have to go to an ordinary civil court and sue for possession ; in the same
way, whei & declaratory detree has been passed in the present case by the
Tribunal, the plaintiff will seek his temedy for possession. So we have in no -
way- intierfored with the civil law ; we.are in fack following the civil law closely. °

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: I submit, Sir, that under the or]iméry
law there ars many orders besides the final order which are appealabla, which
are also revisable, in certain cases. Under the presenti-law under this Ach -
no order passed by the Tribunal is appealable and no order passed by the
Tribunal is revisable, except the final order. The Lega.l Bemembrancer. .
will concede that I am right. So thit i the. ordmary -oased, it something .
happens or there is a danger of property detemratmg or -something else
happening, the party likely to be injured.can at onee go to the: High Court ..
and get rehef _ Under this Aot no relief is po 'ﬂlb]e “The on]y relief whlch is .
posmble eViay L _

‘Mr. Presulent : HOW" doas tha h{mourahle mthar ) amendment go
heyond it ?:

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang 1 You wﬂl goe the dlﬁerence lles in thls.:
If ‘s declaratory decree, that is, the: only..decree: which: the Tribunal.-
can pass at the present time, is passed in favour of the Shiromani Gurdwars
Parbhandalk: Oommlttee under the eiause ag it stands; '@ suit can be brought- .
and a decree ' can’ be passsd fof ‘possession eveh before the -appeal is
.decided by the High Court Und'er the amendment that I am. suggestmu"?

........

My, President : Could not thls be dnne even under the or&mary law 2
Dr. Gokol Caand Narang : It can be dons, bub there ére safeguards
swhich aro missing in this Act. You:see under section 84 of this Aet,.... .-
Mpr. President : Then, in other words, the original clause does riot -
prowde for eertain safegusrds, while the’ hunourable members a,mendment )
s intended fo p‘rowde all those safegua.-rﬂs.n: [ A
Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : Not' onily that, but the intention iy to i
provide for certain remedies which under the clause as it stands will not be _
avallable. - That by 1tself wﬂl prcmde a relief. It is not in express ferms.a

B2
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previgion for-relief. If some indireet cunsequence follows from that and
seme-gain 10llows to someone or some injury is prevented; it does not mean.
thetthe: clauge is radically dJﬂ'erenfs and that it cannot be put in the form.
, of an sxmendment:

ir Sahib Sardar Ul:lal Singh [Sikh: (Urban)] Sir, the amend--
ment oi Dr. Gokul Chand Narang goes beyond the seope of the motion befors-
the:Honse. A suiliforpossession ean now be entertained only in a ¢ivil eourt.
No provision has been made for filing & suit for possession in the Tribunal.
1t there is any epprehension that the property is likely to be deteriorated,
thie sggriéved party is at liberty to appeal to the High Court_ against the-
dgeres-for' possossion or.can submit an applicstion 'to the High Court for-
staying e prooeedmgs in & suit for possession. In that case the High
Conrd: if it i satisfied, will issne orders to that eﬁect to the lower eourt..
Thus the. s.ggnsved party can find relief.

nm, Gﬁﬂgﬁ]ﬂnﬂ‘N 3 Sir, my honoursble friend, not being a-
laap_y o, in-ehiirely mistaken in thmlﬂng that an-injunetion can: be: issued to~
the Tribunsl.. The Highki-Court has no: jurisdietion over the Tribunal exeept
on a.ppeal : P

: Mg- Poesident t But the question is whether the amendment i wlthm
thvmspa of,ffthg original clause.

sk} Chand" Narang : My submission is that it is within the:
noope. of {ha'elduse. I shall show it in a very fow words. It is said thnt’ the-
mt‘ for potsession should be brought within one yeaf after the decree for
déolamstion bing been passed, or within oneyear from the constitnsion .of the-
loes)‘cominiittes of management of B . particulir Gurdwam, whichéver may.
b4 lator, This means thata penod of limivation is presoribed for thad dne-
stitation of the necessary snit. That is all the scope of this part of the mib.-
olatise. I'sébinic that, fMstead of prese esofibing this ‘Tinitation;. a Jimitdtion:
should be prescribed in these words, that is, thet suits should he bronglﬂe'
after the sppenl, if any, has been, disposed of. It may be said that that ia-
indefinite " or.vague. I submit-it is not. It may be said to be vague in:
the sensc that no years or months have been fixed.” Then, my sabmission :
is-that the original clanse &lsp is vague becnuse the Gul:dwam Committes -
may not bo eonstituted for two years, and then, whob it is conshtnted,:t wilk.
bave one year more. Thus the period in the originel clausc is alse vagne
and indefinite. Therefure I submit that my amendment does not go boyond
the scope of the Bill at sll. It is only a question of fixing a period of limit--
stion, that i8, whether it is to be fixed in one form or another.

Mr, President : Will not that amendment takes awa,y the eﬂ’éct of the-
clanse ?

" D Gokul Chand Narang Why ? It does not. take away the-
right of a snit. The right of suit for possession is the real thing, The othet-
yuestion, that is, when the suit is to be brought, is only a subsidiary one.

. Benides, if my amendment is considered to go beyond the scope of the-
Bill, I may submit that the Bill itself goes beyond the scope of the origin—-
al Agt That question, if X raise it, would cause inconvenience,
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'Why should -people go to & civil conrt and file a swit for possession ?
#f the Tribunsl can pass & decree, it can also pass a possessory decree.
‘That i8 the real pert of the clande and the reat is subsidiary, that is, when
#hat suit should be brought. 1t is & question of limitation and it is on that
;point that I suggest that & different period should ‘be preseribed. 1 .may
gubmib an analogy. Suppose & Bill {0 amend the Limitation Act is .under
2onsideration and the guestion ariges whether three years should be preserib-
#d for a cerfain suit and an amendment is moved that instead of three yoars
iit should be six years. It would be no doubt beyond the original glause, but
4t would be within the seope of the clause. Ageain there are certain articles
Jin the Limitation Aet in which no definite starting-point is mentioned.
It is said : so many yearsfrom the knowledge. 'Therefore -simply because
d -do not specifly years or months it does not invalidate my amendment.
My amendment -only presoribes one period for another. .

‘Sardar Harhakhsh Singh [Hoshiarpur and Kangra (Sikh) Rural]:
‘8ir, supposing under the Act, as it already stands, & person gets a declaratory
4leeres from the Tribunal, he has certainly to go to a civil eourt for bringing,
4 suitb for possession ; and suppose he brings it or even gefs a possessory-
Alecroe ; the remedy against that is surely the appeal to the High Courf
ageinst the declaratory decree of the Tribunal and an application for stey of
proceedings in the possessory suit or for stay of execution of the deeres for
‘possession, if passed. Now I should like to know what wonld happen
mnder the present amendment, for which it is being opposed ? I think
xo difference will be made and no new hardship created.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : The remedy is this : I tried to expléin
it, but probably the honourable member did not follow it.

Mr. President : The same explanation need not be repeated.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh : This clause provides the peried
dor & suit 10 be filed after the committee referred to in the Bill is constituted,
#hat is, within one year after the constitution of the committiee.

My. President : Why not give the same right $o any other person ?

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh: If the suit for possession is to
await the decision of the appesl, it may take  several years. In the
nenanwhile the whole property may be losf. .

The Honourable Malik Fixoz Khan Noon: As far as I.can ses,
4he spirit of the amendment isnot againgt the spirit of the clanse it self.
‘What the amendment really does is that it tries to break the ordinary law
«of procsdure on the question of sxecution of decrees. If this amendment is
to he diseunssed at all, this is the most suitable place for it o be allowed to be
Aisoussed instead of being allowed to be discnssed later on.

Mr. President : What has Mr. Sale got to say ?

Mr.S. L. Sale : As far as I can see, Dr. Narang’s amendwent does pot
-go.beyond the soope of this clause. The point at issne is this : "What is the
period within which the suit {or possession may be brought ? The Bill pro-
vides that it may be brought within one year from the-.date of the devision.

Mr. President : That does not go beyond the scope of the original
@lause ; and therefore the amendment 18 in order.
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. Mr. S.L. Sale s The smendment says that it should not be brought
before the date of appesl, if any, from the decision of the Tribunal. It is-
cominon knowledge that first appeals in the High Court take semething
- like 4'or & years.

‘Dr. Gokel Chand Narmg: That i going into the merits of the-
amendment.

- Khan Bahadur Nawab Muzaffax Khan s I think the amendment-
ean be moved now. Whether it ig desirable or not is another point.

Mzr. President : The honourable momber may proceed with bhis
spesch. .
" Dr. Gokul Cband Narang : I shall finish my speech in three minutes.
I move this amendment to obviate many difieulties. The  ome point
is that the High Court has no_control over the Tribunal, and therefore
tho persons euncerned wholare likely to be injured cannot appml to the High
Court and stop the nuisenief. The other is that, if possession is given, say to-
tlhie Shiromani Gardwara Parbbandak Commitice before the appeal is disposed
of, and later if the appesl is aceepted, it would be impossible for a poor
Mahdnt to get back the possession of the property from such a powerfnl
:espondent a8 the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbhandsk Committee, and it
tonld create. many aomphmtwns If the appeal takes iwe or three years
to be decided, there would also ariso the question of mesne profits, and thut
would also create further éomplications. 1i wonld not be an easy thing for
an ordinary poor Mahant or Sadho to rceover the mesne profits from the
Shirémeni Gurdwara Parbbandak Cominittee and to recover ‘possession.
I.cah guote instances whero great diffeulties have been experienced in
getting back the property, It is almost impossible even for Goverr-
ment maekinery to take Lack rossersion from the Akalis, With these
remé,rks, I move—

1 « That for sub-clsuse {1} of olause 4 as amonded, the follawing be substituted :—

i ¢ When_ it bes bern desided nnder the proviclons. of thls Actthat the right.
; title and interest of eny immovable property telongs or does not belong to

a notited Sikh Gurdwars, the party in whose favour the declarativn is made
may, sfter the appeal, if any, has been dispcsed of, fnstitute a suit for the
* 'possession of the. right, title and mterest ct'ncelned and the Triibunal shell
g pass & dooree for the pomsession thereof.®
'Mr. Presldent Clause under consideration, smendment moved 4
::i * That for sub-clause (1) of clause 4 as amended, theiollowingbesubsﬁtuted —

i * When it has been dlecided under the provisions of this Act that the right, title and:
; intoreat of any immovable pro EZ:W belangs or does mot belong to & notified
i Bikh Gurdaware, the party in w favonr the declaration is made may, after:
| the a.p , if m. bas been disposed of, institute a suit for the poescession of
b title and interest concerned and the Tﬁbunnlahaﬂpaasademefor
b the poaaeasmn thoreof. * 1

{Mr. S. L, Sale: What Dr. Gokul Chand Namng hes said.is quite
correct. Under section 34 of the Act as it stands at present an appoal may
be filed from the final erder of thie Tribunal before the High Court. I under-
atand that Dr, Narang is afraid that, while tho sggriéved party ig econsidering
the! ‘question of appoal the other mde may get 2 decree {or possession, and:
have it exeented. He is afraid that, in the event of the appeal beivg accepted,.
there will be trouble abont restoration of the sintus quo ante. But T would
pomt out that, ander the ordnary provisions of the Civil Procedure Code—r
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I have not got a copy .of it here, I think itis order 4]-—the aggnevedpa.rty
making the appeal may ask the High Court to stay execation pending the
decision of the appeal, and, if the High Conrt considers that it is in the in-
terest of justice that the execution of 8 possessory decree should be stayed,
the High Court has absolute power to do so. It is this proecdure to which
my honourable friend Bardar Ujjal Singh refarred when be used the
expression “ injunction.” The word ' injunction ’ i3 not correet ; what he
meant was a © gtay order ” and the High Court has absolate power to issue
such an order to any courts subject to its appellate jurisdistion pending the
decision of the appeal before i, and thus prevent execution which might
destroy the effect of the a.ppeal. 1 think this is & complete anpswer to
Dr. Narang's objection.

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Sir, T have heard the Legal Remem-
brancer. He is under & mistaken notion of the whole situation. Of course
the High Court can by an order stay the «=ecution of a decree, but the ques-
tion is whether it can stay the prosecufion of the snit. The suif is for posses-
sion ; no appeal is pending before the High Coumrt against thet. .The only
appeal that ean be filed is against the final order of the Tribunal and egainst
no other order. In the cirenmstances the High Court shall have no jurisdic-
tion inregard to the suit for possession, and if this suit be allowed to continue
and ultimately if the Akalis get a decreo for possession, then, like Daska, they
will never get possesegion. They will have jathas going on and they ‘Wuuld be
oreating another situation which would be very diffcultfor Government to
control. In the circumstances 1 would submit that the Liegal Remembrancer
hag not clearly understood the position and thlspronmon would inevitably
lead to_another jathe.

Sardar Harbakhsh Singh : My honourable fnend for{zets that decroes
for posgession will also be appealable and when the appeal is bemg cons1dered
a stay petition conld be enfertained. . .

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang : In case my amendment is not acoepﬁed
Tepprehend that troubls botween the communities might be caused in takmg’
postession and in restoring possession and so on. I am guite sure that
the honourable minister does not intend that. . .

There is also the question of conrt-fees. No provision is made in regar&.:
to court-fees for appeals from decress for possession to the ngh Coazt 3
Everything is vaw, indefinite, immature and ill-considered.

Khan Bahadur Naweb Muzafiar Khan: As has heen alreedy
pointed out, we have done nothing beyond the ordinary law as laid down in
the Civil Procedure Code in this respeet,

Lala Mukand Lal Puri: I iake it that the iutention of the honéur-
able mover and of the Law Department is that in appeals also the same eourt-
fce will be levied ns is provided for all suits; and, if it is found that that
provigion should be specified in this Act, that may be brought as a con-
sequential amendment and considered at a later stage,

. The Homourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon: There is to be no.
difference in the procedure in the case of appeals from this Tribunal from that..
covered by the ordinary law.
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Mr President : The question is—
S ehml.sub.elam (1), the fqllowing be subsbituted : —
# When it has been decided imnder provisions of this Act the right, title and interest
o l Imﬁng'vablemthebefmgﬂordmnotbeloriggtt::az:hﬁﬁ&kh
ﬁwwmmswfﬂmmmmmﬁm-%m
A as ar aion
Fight' ti&l:;{nd mterexﬁc’im Tribunsl shall pass & decree for

Mr.. Pruldent : The questlon i—
“'That sud-clanse (2) of dlause ¢ stand part of the BilL."”
Ths- motion, was carried. -
.Clauses 5 o 10.

Mr Premient. The question is—
. “Thntd&umﬁtolﬂst&ndpartqfthem”

The motmn ‘was garried.
-~ Clauge 11,

-._LalaMuhnlealPun 8ir, I move— .

: !l‘hatmolsusell(l)ﬁhawurdnbemnmngmththewords or any demm and end

ing with the words © of this Act’ be omitted.”

This clause givessa retrospeetwe effect to an amendment in the substan-
tive law of the Jand which i3 not ordinarily done. Howsoever unusual it
mey be, this ratrospectwe effeot, whenever it hagbeen given, has never heen
extended to pending litization. Even when pending Litigation is intended
" to be effected retrospectively, I have never COme BCross any piece of enact-
ment which gives such retrospective effect in cases where the point has
already boen' adjudieatod upon between the parties. The ohject of my
amendmont is 0 exclude from the retrospective operation of the Act ‘those
#ages in which ¢ an ‘adjudication on the partisular point involved in the dis-
pute has:hoen given by the Gurdwara Tribunal and the High Court. T am
not referring to nullifying the efiect of the decisions of the High Comt or
those of the Gardwara Tribunal as precedents, bat I am refemng to the de-
oisions in cases between the parties after they have let in evidence. The
smended section wonld then read :—

“H’o#mtbm.ding ythngmtninodinthes&idm the amendments made in the
i said Act by eections 2, § apnd & shall ve applicable to all elsims, petitions and muits
- iiri 'which’ mmmgdeﬂmmmmmmwmmmm
| ot 'the comimencoment.of this Aot.” o
So that, if & deoision has been given in such cases, that should nof be

sﬂ'eoted. :

.Mr. President : Clause under consideration, amendment proposed—
"Thntthewmdn,begmnin with the words * mdeciuon dendlngvithﬂle
i theworda ﬂfthis ob * beom:fad. 01: on

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ui]al Smgl: t I oppose this amendment. It
in intended by these words thet, if any ease were sent back by the High
Court for taking mrther evidende, the - amendm@&ll should a.pp]v to such
a cage. .
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But retrospective effect wﬂl not apply io eases alrea,dv decided by the
“Tribunel or the High Court.

Dr, Golul Chand Narang : BSir, I am ab o loss to stand up again
-and again, but I cannot help submitting that this clause—clause 11 (1)}--i¢ an
-objectionable clause. It is unprecedénted, most inequitable and irregular.
It moans that, oven if the High Court has confirmed the judgment of the
‘Tribunal on certain points, all those decisions should be set aside. Rights
‘which have acorued to parties to- the litigation pending before the Tribunal
in virtue of desisions in their favoar should be set aside. You know already
the Bikh Gurdwara Act has caused groat heart-burningin a certain section of
the community and it cannot be denied that the Aot is in many respects a
megation of the ordinary law on which the honourable minister in charge
of the subject laid so muoh stress. But we cannoi go info that Act now.
My only anxiety is that we should not make the case of those persons harder
‘who have already suffered under the Aoct. Therefore, when cerfain points
have been decided in their favour and certain rights have acerued fo them,
they should not be taken away by one stroke of the pen by this House, parti-
culerly when the parties conearned have absolutely no hand in it. I¢ is
really passing decrees against persons who do not even know that. deorses
are being passed ageinst them. I appeal to the sense of fairness, of reason-
ableness, sense of equity of the honourable mover and of the other 8ikh
members of the Houss and the honourable minister in cherge of the subject
0 view the makier from that point of view and not to make the retrospeckive
offeot so wide as thie elause would make. I would have spoken in an entirely
different strain, bot I have every sympathy for the legitimate demands of
the Sikhs. Bui my submission is that in this clause particularly the demand
goes mauch 0o far and they themsgelves should not insist upon it.

I have no quarrel with sub-clause (2) because that affects only o parti-
cular Gurdwara and correcis » misdesoription, My objeetion now is con-
fined to sub-clanse (1) of this clause.

Mr. S. L. Sale : Sir, in placing this section of the amending Bill before
the House I wish to make it clear that it was not the intention of the framers
of the Bill to disturb any ocase which has so far as is known been finally
decided, either by the High Court or by the Tribunal. It will be observed
4hat in the amending Bill, ag if stends at present, the erucial points are :
4he criterion for decldmg who it a 8ikh in the case of a deceased Sikh, the
-question of &5 used ” or “ was used ” in section 16 of the Act and lastly the
.question of possessory decrees. Bo far as the question of the criterion for the

10 definition of & deccaged Sikh is concerned, I stated
a1, ' bofore, and 1 repeat it again, that the point is res
ntegra. The point was referrad to by the Honourable Justice Coldstream,
a8 Ptemdent of the Tribunal in a certain case, but thers he only gave his
-opinion, so far as I know, but did not come to any definite decision. Bimilarly
in the case of the other two points, In submsttmg thig Bill for the previ-
.oug sanction of the Government of India I made it ¢lear in the eovering
Tlotter that the provisions of the amending Bill were not intended to disturb
any decision that has so- far been arrived at. TIi will not affect the vested
Tights or interests in the case of any decision o far finally made. It is only
intended $hat the Bill should affect the cases pending at present and that
amay be pending up to the time that this Bill is placed on the Statute Book.



812 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE GOUNOIL. [26Te Jury 1930,

Dr. Gokul Chend Narang : The words then ** Notwithstanding any’
mmon or order made by the Txibunal or the High Court *’ are then meamng

Mr. S. L. Sale : The idea is to shut out the possibility of any deciiion

ﬁh&t might be made daring the passage of this Bill through the Couneil and.
on its 'way on te the Statute Book.

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang: Bt here you are making a sweeping:
statement. It is eonfined to the period of incubation of this measure, The-
words are sweeping enough and a ecese xmght go to the High Court, might
come back to the Tribunal affer & cerfain point had been demded and you.
oan el the whole thing aside.

. Mr. S. L. Sale: Thore does not seem to be any need for any saving:
of that kind. It does not affect any decision that hes been finally arrived at.
It may affoct decisions -which are not yet final, and in fact it is intended.
to affect such decisions. But in point of faet it does nof; affect any deomn
80 far as is known to us at present.

Mr. President : The question is— o

"‘Thnﬁthawurdsbegnmngmththewords or apy decision ’ mdendmgmththe-
words ¢ nfthlsAot’beomtted. .

'l‘he -motion: wag lost.

Lala Mukand Lal Pari: Sir, I move— :
* Thet in oclause 11 (l} in the loat but one hne, the 'word * commenced be snbsﬁtute&n
. for the word ° conpluded.”*' .

Riz; the section as propossd in this Bill makes the Bill apply 0 all exmt—
ing, all pending, litigation in cages in which the recording of evidence has not
been ¢oncluded. My armendment goes to substitute the word ** commenced
for the word * eoncluded ** so that the retrospective effect of seotion 11 would,
be confined to cases in which the recording of evidence:has not commenced.
That isa perfectly fair and ressonable request to make to the House. In
cagses which ariso under the Gurdwara Act the onus probandi is invariably
on the party which is opposing the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-
mittee. : Two hundred and forty-two Gurdwarad are scheduled in geliedulo I
of the Aot, and petitions have invariably to be filed by persons .who are
on the other side. So that, with regpect to all that litigation, persons opposed
o the Shiromani Gurclwara Parbandhak Committee are the plaintiffs, Again,
6ven-in cases where the initiative is taken by the Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committes owing o the presumptions ereated by the Act, prestdmp-
tiong which, I need hardly say, are contrary to the presumptions under the
Indian Evzdem:e Act, but as it was a kind of special legislation those presump-
tions weré croated. in favour of the Shiromani Gurdwars Parbandhak Com-
mittee—in virtue of those presmmptions the onus probandi is in most cases
on the persons opposed to the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee.
Therefore it may be confidently asserted thaf in & vast majority of cases
evidence will in the first instance have to be led by persons opposed. to the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. If the word ¢ coneluded " ig”
there, what it wotild mean is this: that, even when the entire evidence of the.
other side ha& been concluded, this Act would apply to those cases. My ob-!
jection in the first instance is that, if the other side hay laid all jts cards on.
tha ta.'ble it 18 hardly fair for the opposite party to come to this™ Council
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‘to amend the law after having seen the entire evidence of the other side.-
It practically amounts to this, that, whenever the Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
baridhak Commiitee Wants that e particular properiy shounld - be handed
over to it, that claim should be decreed, irrespective of the fact whether the-
other party is ellowed the opportunity o lead evidence or not. I expech
another diffieulty. No provision is made that the person who bas already
led his evidence and haa elosed his case and has no further right under the law”
to lead any more evidence will be allowed another opportunity to lead evi-
dence safter this amendment has been made, Of course, if the Act provided
that, in spite of his baving elosed his evidence, the whole case will be opened.
and he will be entitled to lead frosh evidence in view of the amonded clause,
that will be something, althowgh that will be no great relief either. Here by’
changing the definition of the word Sikk and making it apply to cases in
which a party has closed his case, bas led ail his evidence, you are practically
depriving him of the night to put hus cage.before the conrt under the amended
law. But, even if you had made that provision, I subinit that it would be
absolutely impossible for him to convinee any court of the bona fides of his
easo by leading ovidenoe different from that already produced. Under those
circumstances it is fair and reasonable that, if this Council is going o help:
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee in making the provisions-
of a substantive law retrospectively effective—it is not & matter which is-
wsually done s0 a8 to effect pending litigation—again a thing which is not
usually done—let it be confined to cages in which the recording of evidence
hes not commencad. I do not mean to say that by recepting this amendment-
both parties would even then be put on the same focting b.cause according:
to the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code boih the parties have fo put
their documentary evidence at the first hearing before the recording of evi-
dence. Tharefore, even if my amenment is accopied, the Shiromani Gurdwara-
Parbandhak Committes would be fully in possession of the evidence on the-
other side. Bu$ it cerfainly would remove to o slight extent the great un-
fairness of the retvospective effect of this preposal. .
Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh: Sir, if the wmendment of the-
henourable membar is accepted, it would take away the benefit of the re-
trospective clatse. There are, si. far as I knovw, gomething like 40 cages of thaf
kind and the most important easss will not be able to derive the benefit of
this clause. As T am informed, thers are altogether T5 cases pending before-
the Tribunal and sut of these there are very fow cases which are 'in
an advaueed stage. In many of them the evidence has only begum, and if
by this amendment that only in cases where evidonce has not-eommenced
rotrospective eflect could be given, then those cases in which evidence has
Oilly started will not derive tho benefit of this clause. I thervefore oppos:
the moion.

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noom : Sir, thers seems to:
be some misapprohensions as to what this Aet containg which is being ob-
jected to and which by being given retrospective effect is likely to affeet
adversely and seriously the interesis of one of the parties in the Gurdwara
litigation. In cases in which the final dscision of the High Court has been
given this Aot will not be applied. It is only in cages in which the evidence-
bas not been completed and the proceedings are still going on in courts
and the parties have still the choice of bringing forward evidence and putting:
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1 The Hon’ble Malik Firoz Khan Nooa. ]

forward their cese that {this:Jew-is to. enable the use of the new - pmvm:ons
-of this Bill. And what is the main provision of this Bill ? It only gwes
-the definition of a dead Sikh.

"My, President: The henourable - mjmster will - please -gonfine *hii

speech to the amendment whether the word wmmeneed * ghould or should
-not be subutituted for the word * eoncluded.”

The Honourable Malik Firoz Kbhan Noon: This clause refers to
-the &mendmenta which are likely to have retrospective eoffect and I .was
.going to aauggest that the nature of these amendments is such that thoy shonld
“not; be objected to even if they are going o be retrospestive i in their effoat.
Mr.,Prmdent : Is the honourabls minister suggesting. that if the
-amendment is passed it would affect certain clauses which the House hes
_slready passed and that on that ground the amendment is out of-order ?
The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan Noon : This clause does-not
.absolutely take away the effeot of the amendments because if in place of the’
-word *-concluded ” the word * commenced * is used then in 2 large number
-of eases in'which evidence has just started the new definition of the word
:8ikh will not be ellowed to be used. Therefore it is fair to both sides that
-when the evidenes ig still going on they should be able to use this definition.
It only txies to. clarify some of the misunderstendings that bave arisen from
#he defective language of the Bill
My. President : The question is—

* Thatin clauss 11, last but ome line, for the word ¢ concladed * ths word * comzeenced
_be subsﬁtutad.

The motion was lost.
M. President : The guestion is—
"+ That:sub-clause (1) of elause 11 stand part of the Bil,
The motion wes carried, :
Mr. President: The question is—
“ Thet sub-clause (2) of clause 11 stand part of the Bili.™?
"The motlon was earried.
i The Preamble.
Mr. Premdent The question is—
* That the preamblo stand part of the Bill.”
The motmn was carried.
Clause 1(1).
Mr. Presldent ¢ The question is—
“ Thay gub-clanss (1) of elause 1 stand part of the Bill."
The mqtion was carried.
Mr. Premlent : - There is one litile point which I'like to place belore
the House, that is, a8 to whother these two amendments which have been

-made by this House in sub-cluase (1) of clanse 4 necess:tate the B111 1o be
<xamined by a.committes.

M. S.L. Sale (Legal Remembrancer) : Ihaveexaminefthis elause
and, as far as I can gee, thero is only one alteration and that is in line 12, the
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words “ on behalf of the Gurdwara ** will have to be eut out. I think there-
is no other congequential amendment,

Mr. President : Under artiele 92 I direct that the Bill bo examined.
by & commiftee of the followmg members :—
The Government member in charge of the depariment ;
The mover of the Bill ;
The Honourable the Legal Remembrancer ; and
Fala Mukend Lal Puri.
These four gentlemen will examine the amendments and make such:
formal or consequential alterations as they deem proper to make and report
to the House at 10-80 s, to-day.

The House then adjourned.

The House reassembled at 10-80 a.x., Mr. President in the chair.
Mr: S: L. Sale: The drafting committee begs to report that the fol.-
lowing consequential amendments are necessary :—
(1) That in clause (4) in the 12th line of the new section 25-A (1)
the words “ on behalf of the Gurdwara ™ be omitted.
{2) that in clange (4) in the 21st line of the said new section the iol-—

Iowmg words be inserted between the words * Gurdwara ”’
and ‘ pass
for to the person in whose favour the declaratmn has been.
made.”
(8) That in clause 11, at the end of the 7Tth line after the figure 4, the-
following words be added :—
‘““ of this amending Act.”

Mr. President: The first amendment suggested by the Committee-
fe—

" That in lne 12 of snb-oh‘use(l)ofclause {4) the words °on behalf of the Gurs-
dware * b omitted,”

The motion was carried.

Mir. Presidént: The question is that—

% In the Jost but one line of sub-clsnse (1) of clanse 4 after the word * Gurdwara ™
and before the word “pass * the following be inserted :—
* Or to the person in whase favour the deolaraiion has been mads.*”

The motion was earried.

My. President : The question is—

“ Thnt in clause 11, at the end of line 7 after the figure 4, the following words be added .—-
¢ of this amending Act.'

The motion was carried,

Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh : I beg to move—
“ That the 8ikh Gurdwaras {Amendment) Bil! be passed.”

The motion was carred.

MOTION re REPORT OF THE SIMON COMMISSION,

Lala Kesho Ram Sekhri: Sir, I have already intimated to this:
House that I do not intend to move the motion! that stands in my name

1 That the raport of the Simon Comimission he disowssed end the record of the dis-:
cusgion be reported to Hiz Majesty’s Government,



816 _PURJAB LEﬁIBJ.JATI'VB COUNOIL, [261E JUry 1980,

[.T. Keshc Ram Sekbhri, ]

“Bat I owelit to this Hounse and also to my consiutuency to mention the rea-
.son why I have given up the idea of moving'this motion. Sines I have come
up to Simls X have consulted the members of my party and other membess -
.of this Hojse, including the Musalmans, Sikhs and all other sections.of the
House. They are all wnanimous in condemning this report Bome are of

,onom'able Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan: On a
:point of onder. I want to know whether the honourable member wants to
zmove his' otmn or not.  Jf not, he should not be allowed to say anything.

: If the honourable member does not mﬂh to move his
- motion, he;would please resume his seat. - e

The Honourable Capiain Sardar Slkandar Hyat Kban : Sir, the
honoura.b] member has u]rea.dy twice mtnnatad to this House that he does

esho Ram Selhvi : Sir, others are of Opmlon. Cereens
resident : Unless tho honoursble- member moves His' motion
“he hag no E‘ght of speech. But; if he desires. to make a:speevh, he should
-motign. and -then make: a gpeech. He has already . intimated
-to the Hounge that he has no intention t0 move the motion and’ yet he wishes
to make s gpesch. e is not entitled to do this.

Lala Kesho Rama Seliri ¢ _As everybody is of opinion that it is a
pure waste of time, in deference to their vnshes, Tdo not propoa&to movethe
-motion, |

The Honourable Captain Sarder Snkandar Hyat Khan: Sir, it is
the usual custom to sllow members of this House an opportunity to bid
farewell to the speaker at the end of the last session and I hope you will give
us an opportanity to do so after His Excellency the Governor has addres-
sed the House.
resident : After His Excellency the Governor leaves this, House,
bd that I might request the honourable members to rétain in their
-seats so thit we may say good-bye to each other. After thot, arrangement
bas been made that all members may be photographed.- (Hear, hear.) 1+
hope all gentlemen will please remam in. their seats aftar “His Excellency
~leaves the (ha.mber L ) )
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His Bxcellency the Governor then arrived in procession with the
wofficers of the Council and his personal staff at 11 A, and took his seat
won the throne.

His Excellency the Governor then addressed the Couneil as follows :—
M=. PresipENT AND MEMBEES oF THE PuNsaP LEcistamive Cou: o,

Sometime has elapsed since I last addressed you. On that oceasion -
I was in the position of only having been in charge '
of my present office for a fow months, while this
Council was at that time on the way to complete the second year of iis
existence. During the earlier part of its life I had been’ associated with it
in another way, that is in the capacity of one of its members.

It is accordingly not unnatural that I should look back on the life-of this
Council with special interest—hboth a8 regards the times in which ite activi- -
418 were in operation.and the achisvements it has been able to place toits
credit. The Sun of the third reformed Punjab Legislative Council is now
about to set ; and before you disperse at the close of this last session of this
Council’s extended life, I folt that I should like to address you once again,
‘o refer to some aspects of those affairs, in which we have been so intimately -
agsociated during the past three and & balf years and to express my appre- -
iation and obligations for the spirit of co-operation and responsibility which -
hes throughout animated the Council in dealing with many problems of
seridus politicel and material importence to the province during the.
period. -

11 am.

The events of the days through which we have passed and during which
the Couneil wag called fo fonction, are so recent and so fresh in our memories
that I peed not dwell on them, save to say that none of us can fail to be
«conseious that they were not essy times. . Beginning with the acate communal
tension which found expression in some Punjab towns in the summer of the
year 192/—the first year of the hife of the Council--and ending with the
‘widespread eampaign of subversion of the law and the fabric of established
Government which has now been in progress in the province for sume months
past, the march of events has seldom been lacking in olements which wero
bound to produce digturbing or exciting reactions on sections of the people.
"Nor has econdmic prosperity fallen to our lot during these years. The failure
-of the wheat erop in rabi 1928 was followed in two su¢cessive monsoon seasons
by unprecadented and disastrous floods in several of our great rivers causing
‘widespread loss to the people in the riverain areas of meny districts and serious
damage to the headworks of some of the great eanals on whieh the prosperity
.-of the province so largely depends. Meanwhile drought and searcity eon-

«ditions have persisted unabated during the period in several of the districts
of the South-Fast Punjab ; and in the last two harvests, even in those
digtriets where erops were good {axd in many distriets they were abnormally
good), the prices of cotton and wheat ruled unusually low, and fanmners have
been sadly disappointed in the realization of expected profits ; and naturally
agricultural depression has had its consequent reaction on trade and com-
meree in towne, Incidentally I may observe that I and my Government:
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are watching the conditions resulting from the fall of prices of agricnltural
p¥oduce—a word-wide phenomenon—wn.h the closest attention and Sy~
pithy, and are fully conscious of the difficuliies which the landowners and
‘caltivators axe expenencmg I6 is greatly to the credit of the landowners of
the province, that, in spite of nefarious propaganda to the contrary, they have-
remained steadfast to their obligation in regard to the payment of land
revenué when due, and justly recognize the dual responsibility: implied in a
system of contract, which, so far as they are soncerned, has safegnarded
and: seeured ther, withont ta spping- mcrements, in the frée enjoyment of
- the profits of many yeers of higher pricés thiin those whxch governed their

aussasnients.

These have not been easy: tm:nas for the members of & Council, fully
attuned, as they s'hould b, to the play of sentiment among ‘those whom they-
represent, {0 pursue their coutie of service t6 the otde of their fellow-citi-
gerig in the Phnjab with wisdom and sobriety snd'undetérréd by the ephemaml
msastenee -of Bomie momentary featare t0 kedp their: eyes fixed o regdurés
whichiwould conduce t6 the more enduring andl greatér good of the country:
Yot ‘o dispassionaté review of the sctivities of the’Council e’ lead fo
othiér eontlusion buf that its senseof re-spouslbiht’y ‘hiis Won though, and has.
ensbled it'to give a right lead to' public opinion,: to-supjiort the Governimpnt:
in’ thy main essentialy’ of gdod: adrinistrdtion aad; in spite of varipus diffi:
culties -and’ obstacles, to contipnd* to eouﬁblldéte and expaénd benefiterit.
meéagures for the development of the provinee and the welfire of its people

. Ip'thié fisld of legialation " 17  Bills' have béen passed by, the' Leglalﬂ -
tive Council, of which the greater part aze of more thin merely foriial pur--
port ; and in "the gum total it has been & useful output. Outstending in’
mt.breat smong the ‘measures miay be ranked-the Punjsb’ Land Revenue-
Amendment -Bill; the Public Gambling. (Punjab-Amendiient) - Bill, the:
Punjsb Regulation of Accounts Bill aiid the Punjab- Pare Food Bill, Ag.
regards the firsb, the Pusijub- Legislative Covneil-wag the- pioneer in’attempt:
ing:the task of implenienting the recommendstions of the Joint Belect Come-
mittee of Parlinment and in trying to emabody in statute the main principles-
by which the land revenue is determined. The Bill could not bave reached
its final stages so expeditiovsly without much display of geod will and desire-
to find accommodation among verious angles of view in different guarters..
The Act, as passed, deals with the methods of valuztion, the piteh of assess.-
ments, the periods of revision and the limitations on emhancements, and.
substantially restriots the wider diseretion as regards the last three matters
which previously exmted. Apart from its fature efivcts, its inmediate
application to assessments; which began after the introduction of the Bill,
has already resalted in modifying assessments actually in force to the extent .
of reduction by more than 10 lakhs of rupees, thus conferring a very gubs-
tential benefit on a large number of land-holders, The Public Gambling-
Amendment. Act was passed in response to a demand among sections of the-
public for wider and more effective measures to check safia gambling.
The ‘keenness of public feeling on the subject and the rnin whieh this form of
gembling bronght to many homes, had been repestedly impressed on the-
Government by means of resolutions and interpellations in this House.
“The Punjab BRegulation of Accounts Bill is the second Bill of the kind.




ADDRESS BY H. % THE GOVERNOR, 819 -

which has been passed by a Punjab Logislative Council. Whatever con-

troversy has taken place over details of the provisions of the Bill,

thers ean searcely be any difference of opinion as regards the

soundness of its main principle. For all the latter seeks to effect .is

that  there should bean improved method of kesping sccounts as

between certain classes of creditors and debtors, which -would give the
latter—and particularly the more ignorant *and unsophistisated among
them—the means of ascertaining periodieally how their accounts stand-
and how they are mad- up. The Bill was difficult to frame, as it was desired

to avoid interference with trade and commeres, unnecessary addition to the

volume and eomplexity of eivil litigation and any undue elaboration of ac-
coants systems which might react on the free flow of facilities for rural credit.

Time alons will show whether the objeot aimed at has been suceesstully
secured ; but meanwhile the Act stands 28 a monument to honest endeavour
in the particularly compléx compartment of legislation which is devoted
to the regulation of lending operations. Considerable technical difficulties.
also atténded the framing of the Punjab Pure Food Bill, though in thig in-

stanee more asgistance was fortheoming from the study of similar legislation
enacted in other coantries. Moroe particalarly this Act will assist in reguiat-
ing the sale of gh¢ and deeling with adulteration and pure ght substitutes—a
question to which the members of this House have sttached considerable
importan¢e and whieh has repeatedly formed the subject of resolutions and
interpellations. ' -

The economic catastrophies, to which I have alluded, have made the tesk -
of framing the provineial budgets dnring this period one of unusual com-
plexily in spite of the relief which the final disappearance of provineial
contributions has afforded. The effect on provincial finances may be judged
from the fact that, excluding Extraordinary Ressipts, the revenue in 1925-26,
the year preceding the constitutign of the present Counoil, stood at 11,89
lekhs. In the uext two years it stood at 10,87 and 10,90 lakhs, respeciively;
ginking down in the revised budget for 1928-29 to 10,65 lakhs, During the
same period disbursements against rovenile rose from 10,26.lakhs in the
first year of the seties 4o 11,80 lakhs in thelast. If the executive have found
themselves in diffieulties in preseniing the suceessive budgets during this
period, I can well imagine the equally grave difficulties which the Couneil
on its side has experienced, and the extent of the exercise of responsibility
and prudent restraint, which the Couneil has had to impose on itself, in fram-
ing ite oriticisms of the financial proposals of Government. In this instance
also, thongh in some cases members of the Council must inevitably have felt a
keon sense of disappointment in the postponement in adverse cireumstances
of high hopes of new developments and in the retarding of the pase of pro-
gress in aocepted policies, the Council has tempered ifs commente with a full
realization of the ultimate wisdom of maintaining financial stebiliy ; and
. its sound comamon sensé and prudence in this respect has been of most valu-
“»  able moral and material asgistanee to the administration.

Mach of the fime of Couneil has been occupied in discussing non-official

motion and resolutions. It might be an interesiing task to atiempf to
"olassify and catalogue the eategories and sub-categories in which such reso-
-lutions fall to try to asses: the motive of the mover or the precise effoct
‘gained by their discussion ; Y shall not essay to explore this fascinating ex-
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‘periment in eny detail. In one of the more obvious of the main olasses fall
those resolutions which are entirely politieal in object, and seek to: attaek
and wesken Government by the foree of -adverse .oriticism.. Af the.other
pols stand those which are- definitely ereative in purpose and.which: strive
to turn the attention and energy of Governmentto somenewreformand fresh
déveloptents in adminisiration which the mover e¢onsiders.desirable and
which {he -Government has not -hitherto attempted. Bomewhere in the
. middle’ country in between le those resolutions whieh aim at. bringing the
light of examination and the fres- wind of oriticiem down some . corridor
of the adminigtrative structure, and challenge Government 46 - ghow .that. it
is. olean; swept and garnished and free of ocobwebs. In' the first. of these
olassen alea.rly fall the motion of no confidenece in Ministry, .to. which the
House did not givé suffisient support even to permit: disonssion, and.the
motion to reduce Ministers' salarios i in" the course of demends for grants,
which- was. maeeted after diseusgion. Many -of the resolutions disoussed
find their plase in the second eategory ; and many of theif movers have:had
the satistaotion of seeing definite stops taken by Government.in the direstion
whioh they advocated, if not at onoe propler koo, at least post hos, and within
the period of the life of the Counecil, in which the resolution: was. moved.
Examples of thess are the resclution for the amelioration of the baskward
eonditions of the Muzaffargarh Distriot and the resolution rolating to. Benge-
pat’agba, which has borneits frait in the Pure Food Act. The greater number of
resolutions perhapa fall in the lagt category—partly purely eritical and partly
definitely. ameliorative in object ; and in many cases thay have resulted in
valuable-debates. Judged by eﬁeet in eliciting full end clear explanations
of the poliey of Government, the debates on the poliey. of Government as
' regards the eonstruction of the Shehpur Branch and the reoruitment fo the
sorvices will long be remsmbersd. An iportant resolution regarding the
Hydro-Eleotrio Projeot resulted in the appointment .by Government of
a-strong Commiftes fo examine the progress and exeeution of the ssheme ;
amd after the Couneil is dissolved, it will leave. behind it a commitiee workmg
apon the problem of the difficulties of wayes and means of introdusing uni-
versal primary education, which is the legacy of action taken wpon a non-
official resolution pasged in this Couneil.

Apart from that continuous indirect eontnbut:on to the suoceasiul
deovelopment of representative institutions which ihe Coungil has made
in ite acts and life during the period of the Couneil, the Coundil desarves high
praise for the leading share it has taken in direct constructive work with a
+view $0 assist in freming the lines of sound eonstitutional progress for the
future.” -It was the first of the provinecial Legislative Council to ake the
step of deciding fo eloet & Committes to work with the Statntory Commission,
thereby secoguizing that it was only by full, frank and free examinstion sad
disonssion of the working of the existing machmery of representative ingti- -
“4utions'and of the problems to be surmounfed in more extensive acheme,
“of dévelopment. hereafter, that a sound progressive project for.the futuzes
“#uited to the needs and aspirations of the province and the country, sould
‘gmeérgein ifs tTue perspective ; and I fer one believe that it is a step the Couns
“gll will' never have reasor fo regret. Though the task was both invidiogs
and complex, the Provincial Reforms Committee proved fully equa.l to the
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responsibility which the Council had laid upon it ; end whatever different
views ‘may be held by different persons or - parlies in regard o pasticular
portions or individual items of its recommendations, no one weuld question
the fact that the Committee as ‘a body deserves grest eredit for the gompre--
‘herisive way in whioh it surveyed the whole field, for the resolute and-con-
seientious manner iri which it sought not to hide or gloss over difficulties
bui:to find their solutions and for the clear euf form in which it presented
its sonclusions and recommendations, It must be a source of no small sebis-

~ . faction to the Committee fo observe that in the report of the Commission ths

reaommendabions regerding  internally-autonomous provineial .institutions
favour g structure, which in its broad lines oloscly resombles that suggested
by our provincial committes, and that throughout in its construction the
material used by our committes is employed. There can be-no doubt that

-in the wide, full and free dissussion of the whole field which will take place
-at’ the' Round: Table ‘Conference, the recommendations of the Committee,
-bogether with the objeotions which were expressed towards some: features
-0f thém in this House, will receive the weight they merit ; for I feel that the

Pinjab Provincial Couneil stands second fo none in India as regards dhe
stneerity and enthusiasm with which it bas sfriven fo gain real prhctical

-oxperience of the working of representative institutions. Incideniallyimay

I aldo express my gratifieation that in the case of thd Anxiliary Committee,
‘which. was appointed o assist the Statutory Commission in. the investigation
of the state of education in Indis, no less than two, from among the fotal of
tix inombers, were selected from among the ranks of the members of his
Gouncﬂ. : Lo . ! WTE

" “Everybody must feel satistaction when the merits of some of those,
who are prominently associated in its sobivities, find well deserved.récogni-
tion outside ; and T fully share in the satistection et the distinetion whichrhes

“fallen to the lot of two' such figures on the Couneil stage. - The Honourable

President of the Couneil, who has for many years enjoyed the.sonfidence

‘of sncgessive Councils and helped them to maintain sound. traditions of pro-

cedure and debate, has recently been oreated a Knight Bachelor by His
Majesty the King-Emperor, while Sir Fazl-i-Husain, who: has -been} diring
the gredter part- of the life of this CUouncil, the distinguished leader of the
House, -has: been translated to high office and wide responsibilities ton.the
Counocil of the Governor-General: - - - Lo

~ Let me now bid farewell to the members of the Couneil. Whether they
return on the suffrages of their eleetors to future Couneils or rest eontent
10 take their place as leaders of losal opinion in their homes, I feel certain
that they have long years of public usefulness before them, and will sontinue

Lo -
LR 9

" . to be anitated by the traditions of the Third Reformed Punjab Legislative
\ Couneil, which has exhibited o high a sense both of its duiy and rosponsi-

_bility to the best interests of the provinee it sorved. I know that I ‘ean look

to _them fo support Government in such measures, as may bé necessary,

“to' des] with the campaign of the sabversion of law and the struetvre. of

¢sliablished Government which is afoof in $he province, and that the weight.

“of their influence and good adviee will be actively smployed to turn the ill-

;flisPOBed or mng_uided towards saner and more peacefnl courses.:. : -

/.. His Exoolloncy the Governor then lott the Chamber in procession.
0ot O T a : : R

B2
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A_PPREGIATION OF THE SERVICES OF MR. PRESIDENT
(HONOURABLE CHAUDHRI SIR SHAHAB-UD-DIN}. -

The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikander Hyat Khan (Revenue .
Membex) : Sir, it is customary on the eve of the dissolution of the Couneil
to give the members an opportunity to express their appresiation of the
Chair. So far as this Conneil is concerned, it has now becoms an establish-
od convention. If is hardly necessary for me fo enwmerate the numercus.
qualities of head snd beart which you possess, because -the honourable
members of this House have had the privilege and pleasure of knowing
-you not only as the President’ of this Couneil, but also as their friend for &

. number of years now. It is also not necessary for me to refer fo the acumen
and ability with whioh you dealt with the many knotty and intricate
problems and the pointe of order raised on the floor of this Houss, and the
weighty rulings which you have-been plessed fo give from time fo fime.
‘Your vasi knowledge of perlismentary practice hes not only been useful-
in. regulating the business of this House and sefting & right eourse for dis-
eussion and deliberation, but it has also helped in esteblishing healthy -
traditions which are 8o neeessary for the purpose of safoguarding the
privileges and rights of the individusl member, and fo lend dignity to the
proceedings of a popular assembly like ours. I understand that you intend
to seek re-election. - Unfortunately, the convention in vogue in England
-which secures for the Speaker of the House uncontested eleotion has not
bsen established here yet. - But, in that conneetion also you have already
mede o contribution by sesuring election, unopposed Iast time; and I
trost that yon will achieve thé same-snccess in the fortheomiug elections.

* On my own behalf as well a8 on behalf of my official colleagues on these
benches I wish you every success. (Hear, hear). -

. The Honourable Sardar Sixr Jogendra Singh (Minister for Agri-
-oulture) : Sir, I rise to associate myself with the Leader of the House
..and to express on behalf of myself and my colleagues owr satisiacbion in
“the way you have conducted the business of the House. Personally, I
. wish to recall our old friendship deting back to the days when you composed
-that vivid poem oslled ‘Zamindars-da-Hara’. I remember having trans-
- lated it into Bnglish and sending it to the Pioneer. The editor told me
that he was sending it to the Civid end Military Gazelie and he was going 4o
__support it in a leading artiele in the Pioncer. Subsequently, Lord Minto
“told me that he sent this poem to the Secretary of State with his recommen-
- ! dations. Then, when the fates ealled me to serve in this House under your
wing, I found the same spirit that animated this poem sontinuing to rule
““not only you, but the members of the House dealing with rural problems,
~"such a8 production of more food, more clothes, better edneation, bettar
““health, independence and self-respect end manhood, This tradition of
~ - servieo which this House has established to broaden all sources of welfare
++°t0 serve the people has already achieved resnlts and if followed will econ-
-’ time to add- to the peace and prosperity of this provines. In tho great -
" business of self-Government ideals of making a larger happiness more
“--universally possible will produce enduring results and thus  secure greater
well-being, greater freedom, groater sense of responsibility and oco-operation.
The. House hae not esvaped the rule of the spirit of the times of which it .
has been the mirror. But we ¢an look back with pride that this House

Y

s




AEI‘ﬁEﬁIAﬁ'ION OF TB'E SBRVICES OF MB. PRESIDENT, . 323

hag shown the way to reapousible Government, by gorving the larger interesta
"of the eountry and inspite of communal tendencies to recognise the olaims
~of unity. In this great taek I eannot pass without paying my tribute to
the permanent officials who have helped this Houge and the Ministers, in
their offorts, in broadening the basis of eivie life and developing all our
_resources to secure & better and happier life for the people.

I need bardly say what the Loader of the House hab said that in your
hands the duty and the dignity of the House has been {fully maintained.
You have conducted its business with fairness and independence. I hope
in times to come the ideals which we expect our President to follow will
animate every member of this House in the resognition of our own common

responsibility and eommon citizenship, May God. grant that in future we
‘may work towards even greater unity, greater sense of responsibility and
‘deepor senge of serviee. (Cheers).

Diwan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath (Panjab Landholders,
Genersl ) : Bir, I associate myself whole-heartedly with what has fallem,
from the lips of the previous speakers. If there is. any member in the
House who has serupulously observed the rule of avoidanoe of repetition
which you have yourself enforced, that is myself. I therefors will not
dwell on the points which have been 80 ably dealt with by previous speakers.
But I do want t0 give expression to my sense of obligation and gratifieation

" ab the way in which you have always shown consideration to the representa-
tions made from this side of the House regarding the procedure to be observed
by the Council. 'We had a reeent instance yesterday ; and I sm very much

- obliged to you that you have besn always considerate for whatever has

. been said from our side with respeet to the procedure to be observed. You

‘have undoubtedly suceceeded in maintaining the dignity of the House and

a8 1 said I do not want to repeat what has been said by others. Buf surely
I am not guilty of repefition when I reiterate my wishes that you may be

* returned mt, the next elections unopposed. (Hear, hear). 1 hope that the

people outside will appreciate the qualities of hesd end heart with which
you have diseharged your duties. With these few words and remmdmg
you of the Arabie proverb

SO b

T sit down.

Dr. Goknl Chand Narang [North-Weet Towns (Won-Muham-
maden) urban] ¢ Sir, it gives me great pleasure to sssociate myself
¢ wholesheartedly with the remarks which have hesn made by the
honourable speakers who have preceded me. It has been my good
. - fortune fo have known you since 1896, that is for a period of 84 years,

- when yom were & student and-I was also 4 student. I do not flatter you
when I sey that since that date I saw signs of greatness in you. (Hear,

, hear.) 1 am very glad that my expectations have been fulfilled. Your life
~ i8 a soures of inspiration to people who are faced with the struggle for life
" in this world. It does you very great oredit that not equipped by artificial
resourced as some other people may he, you have risen to this very hugh
position by sheer dint of merit. You have been, so far as I have been
. _able to judge*an idesl president of this Couneil. President of a legislativa

.~ ocouneil' requires many gifts. He must not only heve lmowledge of law
and proocedure apphmbla to the proceedings in the. Couneil, but he must bo
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IDr. Golml Chand Narang.]

posaessed of qoumge, courage to say ‘o’ and courage to say *yos when-
ever gopasion requires, If gives me great pleasure to say here and aoknow-
Jedge that you have never been found lacking in that courage. You have
never been influenced by extraneous eonsideration, by any solisitations to
please one party or the other ;' and yon have slways been impartia) so far
a8 the admissibilify or ma,dmmmbmty of any motion or amendmeni or re-
‘solution or question has cropped up. Invambly you have been: pat:ent.

mmetlmea a5 some orities outside thie House may think, 406 patient. ™ I
think it my duty here to eay before we part that the Tematks made by an
Anglo-Tndian paper with respeot to certain proceedings in this Houss. dre
‘entirely unaalled for. If the editor of that paper has amy sense of - justice
the ﬁrat thing thet he should do would be fo withdrsw thoss ‘remarks.

{4n Homourable Member: What about the Tridime of to-day?) 1 hiave
not resd it. You are aware that meny members of this House are' at the
‘best inexperienceéd and povioes in the procedure which ‘géverns the pro-
vesdings of this House ; and if you had dealt with the membets of this House
with greatar atrwtness, perhaps a complaint would bave been made’ against
you that you were too striet and thet you were following the letter of the
law instead of the spirit of tho law. And no one would differ with mé that
‘it sometimes negatives the objects of the law if foo much' insistence is 3id
‘oni the letter and not on the spirit. 1 would also say, Sir, on belialf of myself
and of my friends that we have always received courfesy at your hands and
‘sometimes when we have made our speeches very long, perhaps too long,
"we have always been heard with patience.

With these remarks I wish you godspeed and I hope that we shall
all some. ba.uk and enjoy the proceedmgs of this House under you.rfpramdent-
ship.

Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotn Ram [South-Bast Rohtak (Non-

Muhammadan), Rural] : 8ir, If T'am not to be guilty of repetition, I think

‘ihe. best sourso for me would be to follow the ezample set by Haja Narandra
Nath, It is needless on my part %o say that you have dizcharged your
thh functions in a spirit of the greatest impartiality and with perfeet
efficiency. In discharging your funcfions you have shown neither favour
to anyhody nor fear of anyone, and these are quslities whish should sharae-
terise the holder of the dignity which the presidentship of a Hotise like this
.means. I beg to say that we hope that the convention—a very healthy
"eonvention—will be established that the Speakor of the. House, if he cares -
“to seek re-eloction, will be allowed to return unopposed, and if he has once

_been roturned and cares to sesk re-eleetion to the Chair he will be elected

~unopposed to the dignity of the chairmanship of this House also. . With
.these words I assooiate myself whole-heartedly with all the remarks a.nd.
_observations that have been made by previous speakers.

. Chandhri Zafrulla Khan [Sialkot {(Muhammadan), Rural]: 8ir
3t would be superfiuous for me to give expression to the admitation which
"I have always entertained and folt for the sterling ¢ualities that You posdbss

) a.nd which admjration wss engandered in mi ‘at 8 very ea.rly age. It gives

me grea.t satisfastlon to find that all seetions of this Houge have ¢onibited

s

in expressmg the yery. same a.dmuatlon for “you’ after haMg sab diider
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yon.r presidentship for nearly five years which I had felt for you aven before‘

yon, came to cooupy this Chair. I would not only congratulate yon, Sir,
upon the ideal manner in which you have discharged the duiies of your
high .office but also congratulate this Honse upon having had the good
Inek of haying you in ‘thiy Cheir during the last. five years. Ag you, Sir,
fulfy realise, the discharge of your duties from day to day does not merely
determina the course of buginess and_discussion i in thig House, ‘bub almost
every day precedents are laid down which would serve as a guidanee for- t.he
‘tuture occupants of your Chau', and therefore, it is a ‘matter for jmmengs
satistaction that on no occasion hag the House felt during the time that you
have occupied this Chair that.the discharge of these functions has been
entrusfed into hands which were fully competent to deal with every giaes-
tion, every aituation and every difficulty that has arisen dunng the last five
years in this House

Tt is needless for me 0 repest, Sir, t.hat we all hope and beheva tha.t
the parting with which 1 we are faced to- dey will be only a t-empomry one
and of a very.short duration.

Sardar: Salub Sardar Ui]a] Smgh (Slkh Urbau) Sir, I hava
very great pleasure in whole heartedly associating myself with the chorus
ot tribute which you Sir, so richly deserve. During the long time that you
have bieen an occupant of this Chair, you have eonducted the procee:
of this. House with an impartislity and dignity which would ‘be a credit
+0.the best. .Bpeaker of any Parliament in the world. . With your vast fnow-
Jsdge of constitutional. law and parliamentary pmctme you, have set gp
pracpdents qnd. rulln%-s which would be a source of inspiration fo thoge who
may have the good lnek of stepping into your shoes. Sir, no one cap #ll
this Chair so admirably and wo abundantly as your august and weighty

parsonality, . Y do wish pnd pray that, you may be returned unopposed
t»o bhis House and may. guide. us, agam in the same manner and with the

il

I whole- hea.rtedly associate myself with the tribute paad to you.

‘Mr. Owen Roberts (Nominated, Non-official) : . 8ir I have no laurels
that I can lay at your feet on the part of any groat- pohtwa,l party or large
gootion of this House. But the uniform eonsideration I have personally
recewed from you carries to the community that I have the honour to re-
“present an aguurance that it will always obtair a fair hearing in this Honse,
and:that to us is of very great importance, as it is the first step ‘towards

segtablishing that place in the body politic to which we may be extitled.

I desize to associate myself very closely with the observations that have
fallon:from Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Chhotn Rem. A question was raised
‘yosterday in this House-as to how far and when we ought to follow the
. 'precadents of the House of Commons. I am sure all will agree with me in
- repeating that we would welcome the establishment of a eorivention which
would ensure that the Speaker of this- House is always returned unopposed
if he desires to return to it and that when he does retum to it he shounld
_always be returned unopposed to the Cheir so long as he desires to occupy
it. Wﬁth these remarka I tha.nk you a.nd resnme my seat,

Ml‘«- M ‘A Gham (Nommstad, Non-oﬁml} “gir, 1t is'my pnde and
prm.lege also to whole-hea.rtedly sesociate moyself with the chorus of praise

o
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that has been showered upon you from the leaders of every | seetwn of this'
* Flouse. It has been rightly said that you are & brave and courageons
President. Your courage does not only lie in saying ayes or noes to your
convictions but it also lies in your at once eorrecting yourself whenever
you have found yourself to be in the wrong. Although I am a pominated
member I feel that I have been receiving justice and nothing but justice
at your hands, T on hehalf of the members of this Council heartily wish
that you may be returned unopposed and that you may again oocupy tlua
Chair. With these words 1 resume my seat.

- Lala Mukand Lal Puri [ Lahore City (Non-Muhammadan), Urban }:
T algo want to associate myseli with the chorus of praise which has been
offered to you on the ability and impartislity with which you have performed
the duties of your high office. I heve been in this Couneil only for a short
time and I have noticed that every member in every quarter has invariably
received from you unfailing courtesy. Reforence hag besn made to the
ability with whieh you have discharged the difficult task of interpreting
the various rnles end regulations, and of laying down precedents for the
possible future Presidents of this House. Sir, those of us who practice ot the
Bar know the high position you hed held in the profession before you
decided to give up practice for a political eareer, and we know that if you-
had stuck to the profession you would be to-day holding & high judicial
office, and it is o matter of sincere gratification that you have d.lseha.rged :
the duties of the President of the Council with great ability and impar-
tiality which was expected of high judicial officers. I have found, Sir,
thal you are very jealous of the rights and privileges of the members of this

- House and very solicitous of their convenience, and whenever & question

has arison as to the convenience of the membaers of this House you have
paid due regard to it and whenever there has been & conflict as to the fixing

« of time between the choice of the officizl members and the elected members,

of this House, you have always shown & partiality for the elected members
whmh hae been very much appreciated by them.

- Sardar Harbakhsh Singh [Hoshiarpur end Kangra (Sikh) Rural] : Bir,
1t is no intention of mine to make you blush in your chair by using very long
phrases in praise of yow, but to put the whole matter in & nutsheil, I would
simply submit thet you have undoubtedly been found posaessed of all
those great qualities of head and heart that go to make an ideal Fresident of &
logiglative body. I have to bid you farewell, Sir, on behalf of myself and
.the Sikh party in this Conneil and do share the wishes expressed by certain
other members of the House that you may be returned unopposed snd
‘unanimously re-elected President. You are, while oveupying the chair
a8 President, of no specifie party, but ellow me to say, Sir, that youn heve
proved yourself to be the pride of the whole zamindar community of this

great zamindar pmvmca I wish you farewoll with the- words * Pher
mﬂenge agar Khuda laia.” .

B I _
Mr. E. Maya Das (Non-official Nominated) : 8ir, I heartily associate

_myseli with all that has been said by so meny members and I will not
repeat it. I have ‘been struck on many occasions when there aeemed to be
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such w little space for our ship to pass through yon bave navigated, Sir,
our ship with great wisdom. You have all along with your tact and patience
and wisdom made & deep impression on all of us. We congratulate yon

* heartily on the sueccessful manner in which you have carried through to

the end, and hope yon will be re-elected unopposed and that when you
come fo the Couneil you will again ocenpy the Chair as that Wﬂl be & source
ol pleasure to us all.

Maulvi Sir Rahim Bakhsh. [Ambals Divigion, North-East (Muham-
madan), Rural] (Urdu}: I, on behalf of the honourable members of this.
House, beg to present this Time-piece esa mark of
approbatien of the splendid work done by you as
the> President of this Couneil: I need hardly dwell on your high character
and achievements. You have always been conducting the proceedings of
the House in & manner worthy of every praise. This present, though of
little value, is presented to you as & mark of our appreeiation of your work.
We hope that yon would very kindly aceept it.

My, President : Brother Members of the Council, T am so over-
whelmed with ‘the praises you have showered upon me that I cannot find
words to express my thanks for your kindness. As the representative
and the servant of this House, I have always, tried to discharge my arduous
duties as justly and impartially as I could. I am congcious of my short-
comings and may bave erred many a time, but I may assure yon, gentlemen,
that the errors I mey have made were errors of Judgment and not of inten:
tion {Cheers).

Some of you have been pleased to admire the manner in whick the

12 Roo®.

_deliberations of this House have been condueted during my- time. Gentle- -

men, the credit for this is due to you, rather than to me. As the occupant
of thig Chair I deemed it my duty not only to be impartial and firm, but
I also considered it necessary not fo be fastidiows or impatient. The
President of a Council of 94 persong of different temperaments and repre-
senting different communities, must have a genial tolerance; and must
try to be equally fair and affable to al members and all sections of the
Council. All T can say is that I tried my best to be both impartial and
tolerant at all moments and to all parties and to the individual members
of the House ; but whether I snceeeded or failed in my attempt is ior you
to appraise and jndge.

In interpreting and applying the Btanding Orders and Rules and in
formulating my decisions on points of procedure and practics, I always
tried to be in accord with the average opinion of the House. We are not
so perfect as to be above criticism, but I venture to claim on your hehalf
that we may not have done exceptionally well, but thet we have not fared
worso than many other Councils in the country. (Foices: Many other
countries).

Gentlemen, some of youn have referred to the Parliamentary convention
relating to the unopposed re-glection of the Speaker, by his constituency
and by the House. Thers can be no two opinions that this is one of the most
wholesome prineiples established by the Mother of Parliaments ; and if the
President, discharges the difficult duties of his responsible office satisfactorily,
it is only fair that he should be re-elected unopposed by his constitnency ;
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+ " inasmucli ag, if he has to enter the sﬁnfe of the aleotoral battle and canvass.

the eleot?m he ‘cannot do so without im tgmnng the dignity and the inde-
£ the Chair. DBesides, it is o the advantage of the Couneil itself

'that it should re-elect him President from term to term, so that he may be.

able to g‘xude the debates and the deh'bemtmns of the Counml in the light
of hm experienoe.
 Gentlemen, T hope and ‘wish that most, it not all, of you w:l1 come baek .

fto ‘the Council and serve your provines as its elected Tepresentatives.

: Gant]emen, the beautiful Time-piece which. the horicurable member,
Mau]nSuBame&khah hasmsﬁpmenhdtomaonbehalfof the whole..
House is & souvenir which I shall value more than anythmg élse I possess.
Tts memgrable m.aorxptlon H

-' vpmmhd %0 the Honourable Ohaulihxi&bshahab-uﬁ-l)m, KhamBah&dur,‘bzthe o

; Membemofthel’unj&b n?yvgﬂounoﬁlinappmdaﬁonoi
is the g:eatest tn‘bnte I eould ever expeet or deserve. Pleage aceept my
gratefnl thanks for the great honour you have done me.. :

Gentlemm ‘before resuming my .seat. I must express my preemnon
of the miost, valugble help and: the whole-hearted co-operation I have re-
ceived -throughout from Khan Behaday - Sarder ‘Habibullah Khan, the .

Deputy iPresident ; Hakim Ahmed Shujae, the Seeretary and Pandlt.
Tej Kisl:'mn Kaul, the Assistant Secretary of the Council.  —
(.&ll members shook hands with the. Honoumble Premdenth

The Couneil then aﬂjom'ned sine dw.

-
l|

! €6 PLO—160—1.9-30-$GEF Lahore,

i .
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”APPENDIX

Answers to- quest:ons ut in the oth Sessmn of the douneﬂ
but received after the publication -of the  debates of the .dates
~on which the quaainons were put 311(1 bef.ore the dmsolut:on of
the Gouncﬂ o .

_'_A:NSWERSI_ To sfmmb QUEs*rIostf ’ B
e : Bk sﬁbr W BfmA Hmwm,L I:Anonn.-.r_- N o
o (JmemmNo 2961, pages 19-18 a;té)

The Honeurable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh.: 1¢) ‘Forthidr enquiries ._

- have shown that a deputamon, mclndﬁom Bahadur Shaikh Amir Ali,
waited on t:he Dsputy Comm‘issﬁrmer, }e, and a!bo on Ap:il“iﬁhiu, 1980

(d) The &mb&nae Trom tha-Beer Sh0p to. %a ]f)a al- Smgh Fagh
i abont 500 yards and to the Minto Park. about 440 yards. Tt is mtuated
‘oono 6 the. many roads lesding to the Gurduwars of Guru Amn Dev and
the Hindn' Crematwn groundm : ’ .

T wns;dered the- :epresenﬁation ea.refully. “The large md'mm-emng
salas of haer showed that the shop met & Iooal need. No furthar aetlan wes,
] tharefﬂm, takenonthe mpresentation. B :

e LIQUQB BHOI’ (Dwmoy saar) NBAR Bunwn STATIDN, Sl
(Amwarto@mmonNa 2982 pagsals-id. ants)

“This Hunwime Sordu:” St Josendra~ Stogh ¢ (4) The pomises
near the Railway Station licensed in the form - 2 fe;; the sale of foreign liquor -
to the pubhc for mnsumptlon oE the premmes were opened on July 29th,_ .
1929 - . : : s T :

)’I'll:nesrpwna only dnefmmgt;.hqumshopmthewmmtyﬁaﬁmgs;
hcenaemthe form I:,-2. Tt was congidered admabletosamshomt.hstmnﬁer
fmmthapremmesyrmously oecupledeaoLeodRoad. '

_ L 3
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{(c) Yes.

{(d) This is & private matter about which Government hag no informs
stion.

(¢) The premises are sitnated near the Railway Station. The Railway
Teohnical School is some way off. The Victoria Diamond Jubilee Hinda
Pechnical Insitute is about 220 yards away ; the Mosqne of Ausiralis Building
and Mels Ram’s tank aboat 150 yards and Mool Chand’s $emple about 400

yards.
(f) Yea.

(g) Yes.
(h) Yes.

(¥) On careful examination Y found that there was considerable demand,
and that there was sufficient reason for thinking the new license requirad.
Consumption is not allowed on the pramises. I will reconsider the matter
again when this license comes up for renewal, '

COMPLAINT AGATNST ARSISTANT fuRcEeN, AMRITEAR,
{Answer to Question No. 2968 (b), (o) and {d), pages 20-21 ande),

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : (t) Yes, but bofore the
child was bronght to the hospital it had already been examined by
Bahadur Dr. Mir Hadayat Ullah, Second Suzgeon, and the house surgeon pn
duty carried out the treatment preseribed by Khan Bahadur Dr. Mir Hidayat
Uliah a8 soon a8 the ohild arrived at the hospital. g

(¢) No, Dr. Bhagwan Das did not refuse to leave his quarters. On the
sontrary, he hurried and reached the hospital within 15 minutes of receiving
the call, although he was in the middle of his bath at the time. The relatives
of. the child, however, had mno intention of leaving it in the hospital and
therefore, took it home as soon as the house surgeon, Dr. Abdn] Aziz, had
administered the treatment prescribod by Khan Bahadur Dr. Mir Hidayat

{#) Does not arise. *

Orromes N Maxpt Hypso:Ergoreio Departamyr,
(4nswer to Question No. 8042, page 177 anla),

The Honourable Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh : A statemeni showi
the names of persons employed in the Hydro-Electric Branch dmwﬁ:goxrong
than Ra. 800 per mensem, togother with the details of charges held by them
iu laid on the table. :
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PUNJAB PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, HYDRO-
BELECTRIC BRANCH. '

STATEMENT SHOWING THE NAMESOF THE PERSONS DRAWING MORE THAN
RS, 300 PER MENSEM AND THE DETAILS OF CHARGES HELD BY THEM.

—

[y

Berinl Name. Designation. Chazge held. Renanys,
Col, 1 2 8 £
1 | Colonel B. Q. Ba Chief Enginest .. | In charge, Hydro-Elso.
DR.0, A M oy trio Branch,
2 | Mr. W. X. MoLeod, | Super Eue | Admintstration Cirole.
gy B Moleod | Supuimenting o O
3 | My, A Oroad, LBE, .. Ditto Transmission Circle . | Ofclating.
Mr. H. P, Thomas .. Ditto Constragtion Circle .. Do.
5] Mr. O E. Jefferis, Ditto Ditto o | Onleave.
LYXE.
6 | Mr: A T. Amsll .. | Bxeoutive Engineer ical -Bootion of | Do
Chief Engineer's offics. :
7| Oapain 4. Guttute, Ditio Ditto Officlating.

i0

n

14

16
17

.Mz, B, J, Brufopd

¥, R, L. Chawtrill

aa

Mr. Harboua Red

. Mr. N. B, Mmﬂl.-.

Mr. J. Arratoon

-

Mujor A, G, Wheelsr...

Mz, B, N, Aylward .
ug.a.n.nm_e, n.o.,l

OuphtnR.D.Kmal

‘Mr,D.S. MoPhafl .,

e

Tranmmission Line

Ezecutiva Engineor
Sales Engineer
Asglatant to
tion Cirole.
Exeoutive Engineer

PEE S




18

19

‘2

8

T84

"Mr, N. ¥, Dorofost

e, D. P, 0%Kelly ' .

Lientenart ~N." Bod:
 dington, R.E,
R T ' ot

H.r.?B.K.Bibm

e cu

X

H:.S.K.npwa j

1 Latit,
chmdnw.

R.SL.shvshm

:-'_iﬁ.'#ﬂiﬁ-,.awm oy T i

lﬂ , [ ! L

1;-; o 1 TR T

'Tgcaomrom;suh: '

Sont«h}_- :

mmon
Sub-mﬁaiom

| gttty S |
Division end Pergonal




tion eontaaned. in the quest:on. -

I {

[t

ipmybsk, v
‘8arpan Bagurawan Smvex, Homnur MadisTRATE, K#-mem.
{(dnswer o Question No. 8061, pages 248-2494?&&)
The HonouraBle Sir Henry Craik s Thare is no tmth in ﬁheallega-

" Cow smwnm mw Gmemn Dmrmcuz, )
. {Answer to Quessm Na 8072, pages 258-254 a'n&e)
The Honom‘able Su' Hem'y Cl‘aik (a} Yes.
. (&) No.
&) No. Ada Peal was ﬁqu in the Gou;:’s af the Uommissioner, Amb&la,

-on 28rd. Ilﬁ?edemm:»err 1929 wlth the qb;ect oi“ ramuvmg restnctmns on 00w

slaufght’er in Agaum
“(d) No- uorrespondenoe p&gsed bptwepn the Deputy Uommlss:oner and_ N

the Commissioner on that petition.: .

hax(:.) The: petition wag. reoewed frorma Pleadar on heha.li o£ Hummn and
ob

(f) The question of reetnetlon on aow sla.nghter in village Aguun is not ’
before Government. =

(9) The order of the Gommsmonqr, d@bed, EBthay, 1927, is to the effect
that kine slaughter in Agatn will bs subjgot to, the rules issued andor section
43 of Aet, IV of 1872. 'I'eehmqall, this.,
has not, as-& matter of f&at bean,'rev{qg

'!I

order is subjeot to revision, bus it =
and, i:here ig no- pmposal to revme- )

| ANBWEBB tno UNQ?ABBED'QUESTIOM. B
Kaax Bagavue 8u. ‘Nye Brasr's Lt'.tnnmv Wozzs.
(Answer to Q&GWND 1585 (b), page 896 Vol. XV.)

The. Honour: Mr., apiokar Lal:: Stetement showing the names of
approved books written, compiled or Fisv

od by Khan Bshadur Shaikh Nar -

 Elahi, M.A.,ma Impm-ofswoom' aho.re division +—

PO R T H
westl e Divisions, - N&mﬁﬁﬂfbﬂokﬂa
_ T B (B Bajahh{or.; _ ] '
| (8) Gauhar:Bamp... ... Tl
(4) Hai moti Nak. - .
:iJ¢ -16); Kario Dharme,
. - c.i L I .ﬂl kuvs hm’ i
b 5 . : (ﬂﬂh&hﬁ&d&m
etfin b L




Multan

Ambaln e

Jullumdur © . -

e

(B)Shn.hmdaﬁadma.

9 Eukre Kan.
(10} Shams aut uski Gae,.
(11) Anéher Negri, PamIand ]I.

-;:{13) Urdu ki ehaathi kitab, by Ba.m Daa,

Ghlubb&r,andrevmedby thoKhsn. ’

) Bahadur.
Colay B&ﬁq—:-ﬂammdar
- | (14) Ahmad Najumi,

(15). Ghurghun.

. '(16) Mian Koshish.

17) Nawabﬂhsrmnaurmklbﬂli.

(18) Apbiti No. I,
- ((}S;Mli,aoﬂm

(20) Janghi Bbabuadi,

| @1) Chin Chin.

(M)ShmAwdmhkahamm

et

5. Gowals.-
(28) Mai Bicha,.
" Hind Bibi.
i) Takht-l-ﬁulmmam.
99) Misn Budhu.- - -
) Rafig-i-Urdd, Part I.

- ;'(31) U:dnBeadm, ._IV._

- % UrduRmdmwu&tanb%BakhahBam )

Daaamﬂremedby

Babadur

- (1) Humqqa-i-.&dab.

- (2) Bafig-i-Urdu o
Es} Urdn ki kitab for pmaryolml

Bmlandn-
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Ravenve Patwaris,
(Answer to Question No. 1708, page 788, Vol. XV)
The Honourable Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat Khan : The
attached statement gives the required information :—

STATEMENT SHOWING THE PERCENTAGE OF CANDIDATES IN TAHSIL AND
Z2ILLA OFFICES TAKEN FROM THE BEVENUE PATWARIS DURING THE

Dm“" Diatriot, 1026-20. | 102627, | 1927.28. | 1928.28. | 1928-30.
| Hinsar o .o 33-3 83 . . 25
Bohﬁk e s e .h - aa 413
: Gm e s 100 25 128 L) . 10
1| Eamal .- . 93-3 100 ve . 26
Ambals, - . 20 868 533 v ..
P &mb - -l - .. LR ) LX) L]
] 8 . 28 . 169
E 62‘5 - - LR
4 | Fullondur 833 50 . 25 .
g v 41 187 28-3 10
R ae .e T 20 . e
Yahore ‘. b 50 .. 83 1876 747
g Amritsar e . . 2+3 4-3 &5 65
. . 16+6 .. 15+4. 182
1 | Sialkot . e 14+3 . 25 11-1 e
(s};j”&hmh .. . 20 143 e
r Sg‘-.{?;;.: . . . . .
1| Jhelom . 100 ol .. 363
Rawslpindi .. . 10 . . .
E || Attock 40 20 -7 .
é 9 Mienwali R 20 168
Montgomery e . ..
. Lyallpur ‘e e . .
g . 166 ] 83 50
g 1| Multan . 6-6 83 7% 30
o | | Mazattargart . 14-3 14-3 288 125
Ders Ghuxd Ehan . 436 .

Goverzuent Higa ScmooL, GOHANA,
(Answer to Question No. 1745, page 92 ante.)

The Honourable Mr, Manohar Lal : (2) In May, 1929 two boys
in X Class only and on 80th April, 1980 no boy reading Arabie in D( and
X Classes

(b) The question does not arise as there is no olass.

(¢) Yes.

(@) On account of the small number of students who wished to read
Hindi 1n the past.

{¢) The Inspector of Schools has recently reported thet 40 boys i in the
middle classes wigh to read Hindi. .

N & Hindus. Muslims, Othera,
68 44 1
{i2) a3 in {¢) above.
() (® Bs. 17-8-0 (%) Rs. 4-2-0.
(k) No. .
- &‘) No-

(» @ Bs. 55-7-0. () Bs. 9.
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Mz. Yuniseres Lar, OFrroran Rﬁoﬁwmn, Ferozrorn .
(Answr to Question No. 1750, page 95 ante.)
“The Honourable Su' Henry Craik : () Yes, very distantly, . .
(b) &% (c) Mr. Yudlshter Lal, Taneja, was employed in two msolveney

oages under tho orders of the. High Court, as no -other Official Recewer had -
been a.ppomted .

" ARAING TN PHE DISTRIOT BOARD, Li¥ALLPUR.
(Answer o Questwn No. 1761, pages 101- 102 ante}

The Honourable Malik Firoz Khan, Noon : (a) 15-55.

(%) The dlective system was introdused intd'the distrios board of Lysll-
pur in 1920 and sinee then 8 Araing have been .alocted i each of the three
elections held: The. possibility of a greater representation depends on the
ecombining of the other communities and it cannot be said ‘whether there can
possibly be 8 greafer representatwn of Arains or not out of the 86 elected
members ' i g y .

{¢) Yes. - ' '

(d) Node hes béen nammated since’ the mtmduetion of the preaent
systam. ° : . g

(o) 906... - .. C

‘(i In ]920 one Gujar was elected, but none has been nomma,ted mme
the introduction of bhe pesant System i .

{g) Yea.” S ' o j -E

Compnmr AGATNST SUR-INSPROTOR OF Porron, M.m.s:
(Answer do Question No. 1798, pages 191-199 ante.) .

The Henourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes.

-(6) The Sub-Inspector then in charge of the Mailsi Police Station re-
ported that in his opinion Mst, Sita Bai’s own busband was the culprit
and took him into custody. The husband is alleged t0 have confessed his
- guilt bofore the Sub-Inspector. There is n6 evidence to show that this con-
fession was forced from him,
 {¢) In a statement recorded by the Sub-Inspector after she hed been
admitted into the hospital Mst. Site Bai is alleged to have oorrohorated;
her hushand’s statement that he had fired upon her.

(@) No complaint was lodged by any member of public againgt; the Sub-
Inspector. The Superintendent of Police, the Deputy’ Superintendens of
Police and an Inspector in the course of departmental routine visited the
scone of the investigation. Ata Muhammad Khan was ehallaned

¢) Yes. :

’ éf) The Ststion House Officer, who was an officiating Sub -Inspector ;'
has been reveriod to the rank of head conatable. His name has been struck
off promotion list “ I ” and he bas been returned to hls ongma.l digtriet.

(¢) In the opinion of Government, yes. .
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"HOBTEL—
‘Quaestion 72 — for students of the Govemment Zenana
Industrial School, Lahore . .

HUKAM CHAND, BHAI-- : - :

Question re clajms of — cha;n-mtu Khan Bahadur Bard&r '

Din Muhammad Khan of Ohoti .o
HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT— : _; -
Question re officers in ths Ma.nd1-—— Cee ‘e

Question 7e paid apprentieé engineers in t.ha —_—
HYDRO-ELECTRIC WORKB— '
Queations re tunnelling work on Sundays in the Mandi —

-

L
ILLITERACY— -
Question re — a quuahﬁcatxon for memberahlp of a
municipal committes . )
JNCOME— . -
Question re averpge — of sammdars e e
INDEBTEDNESS— ' T

Question 2 60-operative societies, Lyallpur Dmt.net, and —

Question re — of zamindars in Dera Ghawzi: Kh&n Dmtnctl[

INDIAN PENAL CODE—

Question r¢ conyjotions under the — - .. = A
INDUS—
Question re effec; of Bhakra Dam on the water level of
the _ s

- -w [

INDUSTRIAL LOANS ACT—

Question re grant of loans to glass factories unde: the —
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL(8)—

Question 72 boarding house for —, Panipat ..

Question re number of — for women e

Question 7e training of lady teachers for — for women .
INDURTRY—

See Glags Industry.
INSOLVENCY— | .

Question r¢ zaminders snd — . -s
INTERMEDIATE CLASSES—

Question ¢ — in Government Oollege, Lahore ’
INVESTIGATIONS— . )
Question re Commissioners for looal —, Ferozepore Dm-

icict .
‘Question re poliee officers mvestlgatmg Gurgacm dls-_

turbances - .
TRRIGATION DEPARTMENT— :
Question re travelling allowance for officers of the— ..

4

IRRIGATION GRANT, SUPPLEMENTARY .

IRRIGATION GRANT,: TOKE}N ‘ - .

18..
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INDEX.

4
]
JAILB—
Adjournment motion re removal of Chsudhri Atsal qu

from list of mom-official vistbors of — .. e

JAILS COMMITTEE—
Constitution and privileges of — dmcussad (re &(I_‘]O'Ill‘]l-
ment motion -on removal of Chaudhri Afzal Haq from
- list of non-official visitors of jails) ' .
JANGLIS—
Question re eneouragement of edue&t:on smong —~ of Jhang
Distriet . ..
JATS— _
Question r¢ — zamindar Sikhs in the Police Service ..
JAT SIKHS—

Question re — in the Provincial Police Service . . ..
JAWAHAR SINGH, SARDAR— . S
Qath of office . e -

Resolution re Abiana, reductlon of -
JOGENDRA SINGH, THE HONOUBABLE SARDAB

. SIR— '
Appreciation of serviees. of Mr, President .. oo

Civil Works (Transforred) Grant, Supplementary .
Mmeeﬂaneous (Transferred). Gmnt Supplementery ..

K.

KARTAR SINGH, GIANI—
Qum re case of — and notice served on Master Tara
KEELAN, MR. 0 —

Question #: memoual against —, Sub-Divisional Officer,
Rupar for alleged “illegal mterfemnee with affairs of
Ruper Municipal Committee ..

KESHO RAM, SEK]IRI LALA—

Bill. Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill

Motion re Report of the Bimon Commission

Resolution re Alienation of Land Asct, the Punjab, amend.
ment of

KHAN MUHAMMAD KHAN WAGHA MALIK-—-
Question re elaims of Bhai Hakem Ghand ageinst Khan
Bahadur Sardaz Din Mubammad Khan of Choti
EHARAB4A— .
Question y¢ — remissions . e
Question re — Rules .. . o
KUSHAEL CHAND, KATFI, LﬁLA——

Question re cla.smﬁcatmn of —, & poht:cal} prigomer ..

[ Vou. XVI -
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16054
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11112
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245

269-70, 809
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L.

LACHMAN SINGH, SARDAR—
Question re case against — of Jullundur Distriet Board
LADY HARDINGE MEDICAL COLLEGE—
Question re scholarships to girl students in the -—, Delhi
LADY HEALTH VISITORS—
See Health Visifors,
LAL CHAND, GUPTA, MB.—
Queation » s,llegatmns againgt —, Headmaater, Publio
Hindu High School, Rupar ., .
LAMBARDARS—
See Numberdars,
LAND(S)— _
Question re allotmen’ of squares of — to residenis of Dera
Ghazi Khan District -
Question re auction of — in Lya.llpnr District
Question e compensatlon to owners of — damaged by
water-logging
Question re confiseation of — for non-payment of purehase
price in Lyallpur Distriet .-
Question re damage to — in Dera Ghaz] Khan District by
river action and hill torrents ..
Question 7¢ grantees of —in Ders Ghazi Khan
Question re grant of — to numberdars of Lyallpur District
Question re grant of — to zamindars of Kangra District in
exchange for land acqmred for the Kangra Valley Rail-
W&y ..
Question. re grants of — in the Golony Bar
Question re numberdars of Lyallpur District, propnet&ry
righta over — held on horse-breeding conditions ..
Question re repaira to banks of canals, minors and distribu-
taries and damage to adjecent — under cultivation
Question re repairs to district board roads and damage
to adjoining cultivable —
Question re repairs to Public 'Works Depa.rtment roa.ds
and damage {6 adjacent — under cultivation
Question re reward grent of — ..
Question re sale of bagaye—in the Lyallpur District
Question re sale-proceeds of — by suction and effect on the
budget of non-payment of instalments
Question ¢ treés on boundaries of canal distributaries and
minors and damage to adjacent — under cultivation
Question re trees on dmtnct board roade and damage to
adjoining culfivable — -
Question re trees on Public Works Depa.rtment roads and
demage to adjacent — under cultivation
Question 7¢ water supply for — newly brought under culti-
vation in Lyallpur District e e e ‘-

15
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Q'nestlon ‘re rednct:on of et
# Question re reduction:of ~ in the Ka.ngm Dmi‘.r.t
o LAND I‘REVE_N{.IE SETTLEMEN'L—-;;_.__ R

L Questlon'.re_.grant ni.--to.

',.-under — and reappmnbmmﬁ
- Bdugation. Daparhnentr
LOGAL BODIESH
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MACHIWARA GIRLS' SCHOOL—
Question re Headmistress of the ~—, Ludhiana
MAGISTERIAL POWERE—
Question re — and ecanal officers
MANOHAR LAL, THE HONOURABLE MR———
Amendments to Bills — dilatory motions for consideration
of Bill, admisaibility and order of Sikh Gurdwaras
(Amendment) Bill . . . -
MAQSUM ALI KHAN, MR.—
Question e applieation of — for transfer of certain enquiry
from Mr. (. Keelsn . e ..
MAYA DAS, MR. E.—
. Appreciation of rervices of Mr. President
MAZDA RESTAURANT—
Question re liguor licence for —, Lahore .,
MEDICAL BOARD—
{Question re examipation by — of Allah Rakha, a clerk of
the Simla Forest Divizion . .
MEDICAL COLLEGE—
Question re scholarships to gn-l studénts in the Lady
Hardinge —, Delhi .

MEDICAL SERVICE—
Question re selection board and appointment to Provineial

Clv]] — LY LY v
MEHAR CHAND, PANDIT—
Motion 7¢ police excesses (police grant) .. .
MEMORIALS—

Question re — against the Sub-Divisione]l Officer,
Rupar, and Deputy Commissioner, - Anibala, tor
alleged interference mth aﬂsurs of Rupat Mummpal
Committes .. .

MIDDLE SCHOOL—
Question re Pir Bakhsh, Teacher, Distiict Board —, Jatoi

MINORS=~
Question re ropairs to banks of eapal — and damage (o
adjoining lands andex eultivation
Questior®re trees on  boundaries of — and demage to
adjacent lands wnder cultivation
MISCELLANEOUS (RESERVED) GRANT (SUPPLE-

MENTARY) ..
MISCELLANEQUS (TBANBFERBED) GRANT (SUPPLE
MENTARY) .. ] .

MOHAN LAL, RAI BAH'ADUR LALA——
Motion re¢ police grant (police excesses) .. .

17
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168
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18 INDEX,

MORTALITY— '
Question re infantile — in cages attended to by tram: d
and untrained dais..
. Question re — of expectant mothers attendad to by tmm-
ed and untrained dats .
MOTION(8)}— ;
For adjournment. See Adjournment Motmn e
Re Police Grant, Supplementary "
Re Roport of the Simon Commission (not. mowved)
MOTOR TRAFFIC—
Question re regulations for control of —
"MUHAMMADANS—
Question re employment of — as Munshis ..

Question re representation of — among Official Recoivers

See Muslims.
MUHAMMAD HUSAIN, SBAYAD—
Resolution re Abiana, reduction of

| Vou. XVL.

Paazs,

197285
800, 815-16 .

962
- 85
84

58—64

BResolution re Alienation of Eand Act, the P‘un_)ab, Amend--'

ment of
‘MUHAMMAD SADIQ, SHAIKH—~. '
Adjournment motion #¢ removal of Chaudhri Afzal I-Isq
" {rom list of non-official visitors of jails

Tew

Police Grant, Supplementary .. L e
MUKAND LAL, PURI, LALA—

Appreciation of servicos of Mr. President ..

Bill. Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendraent) Bill, the

Cew

Resolution re Alienation of Land Act. the ana.b Amend-

ment of '
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE (S}-— '

Question re audit " of aceounts of purchases ma.da
for Rupa- —

Question re ﬂlltaracy a dlsquahﬁcatmn for membershlp
of — .

Question re mamorml agams, t-he Sub- Dwmona.l Oﬂieer,

LA

Rupar, and Deputy Commissioner, Ambala, for illegal -

interferencs with the aifairs of Rupar — .,
Qnestion re President and Vwa-Premdents of Rupar —
MUNICIPALITY—

Quostion re allegations a.g&mat Shaikh Rahmat IlahJ and -

Rahim Ilahi of Rapar — .. . .
Question re Dathousie —, Viee-Chairman oi D e
Question re division of wards in' Lahore —, representation

by Mozang Rate.payers® Association .. ., A

MUNSHIS— . -
Question re employment of Muhamma,dans ag — b

19698, 145

86—8,
. 146—49
936-—88

826
268—£68, 297,
800-01, 808.04,

+ 809.10, $19-18

19984

246
21

245
258
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MUSHTAQ ABMED, MIAN—

QOath of office = . . .
Resolution re Abiana, reduct on of — e C e
MUSLIMS— . .-
Question re — in the Forest Depariment .. oo

Question re proportion of — among honorary officers in
the Jhang District
Question re proportion of — among Vetenmry Asamtant

Sﬂrgeons e s . -y
See Mubammadans,
MUZAFFAR KHAN, KHAN BAHADUR NAWAB—
Bill. Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bifl ..
N‘

NANAK CHAND, PANDIT—
Amepndments to Blll —order of, on motion for consideration
of Bil'—{ Bikh Gurdwaras {Amendment) Bill ]

Resolution re 4dbiong, reduetion of .
NARENDRA NATH, DIWAN BAHADUR RAJA——

Appreciation of services of Mr. President .. .

Resolution re 4bigna, reduction of .. e

NAURIA MAL, LALA—
Question re —, Senior Vice-Pres:dent, Rupar Municipal
Committes e ‘e
NON-VOTED GBANTS—
Statement 76 additions ‘and mdueﬁons in — for 1929-30.,
NORTH-WESTERN BAILWAY UNION— -

Question. re recognition of the — s

NUMBERDARS—
Question rs grant of land t — of Lyallp ur Distriet ..

Question re — of Liyallpur Distriet, propnetary rights over

squares held on horse-hresding conditions .. el
NURULLAH, MIAN— _ ) .
Resolution re 4biane, reduotion of — s T
0.
‘OATH OF OFFICE— :
Boyd, Mr. D. J. e . . .
Jawahar Singh, sal'dal‘ . L] e
- M’ﬂﬂhﬁaq Mmed, Miall [ “a .a PR
-Townsend, Mr. (. A. H. . .
O0TROI DUTY-—

Queshonfetermmaltuand—qumbalaﬂatyandUm

. - P
tonment .. re Cen - 6o |

18
P_AGEB_.
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11921

249
178
374

805, 808-09

288, 291
114--119
. 8929
48—50

. 258

88—48;
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a0 INDEX.

‘QFFICERS—
~ Question re exeoutive and police — in Gurgaon District
%nd proceedings under section 107, Criminal Procedure
ode ..
Quegtion re ma-gmtena,l powers and canal — .
Question re — in the Mandi Hydro-Electric Department
Questaon reé Police — investigaiing Gurgaon disturbances
Question 7o salaries of gazetted —
Question re tzansfer of certain non-Muhemmadan — from
Gurgaon Distriet .. .

. Quaestion re¢ travelling allowance for 1mgat10n — .
OFFICIAL RECEIVER(S)—
Question re communal representation among — .-
Question r¢ Muhammeadan representation among — .
Question re —, Ferozepore District . .

OGILVIE, MR. C. M. G.—
Adgoumment motion re removal of Cheudhei Afzel Haq

from list of non-officiel visitors of jeils .. .
Motion re police exeesges (polies gra.nt) . .

QRDINANCES—
Question re convickions under the — in Multan Division
- Question re convictions under the — of 1980 .
OWEN ROBERTS, MR.— .
. Appreciation of ssrvices of Mr. Progident .. .-

B
PAMPHLET-

Question re — publighed by Mr. M. C. ﬂha.rmn. of the Irl.'i-
gation Department

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE-—
Siatement 7¢ additions and reductions in non-voted pam&

(1929-80) .- . .o . ‘e
PATIALA STATE—
Question re diversion of 1'.110 Gheaggar by, the — -
YIR BAKHSH-—

Question re —-, teacher, Dlstrlct. Board Middle School, Jatel
PLAY- GROUNDS— :

Question re — in Government Ligh schools for girls ..
POLICE~=~

Motion re oxsesses of — (demend for supplementary grant)

Quostion re action of — at the power house at Amritsar

Question re alleged use of lathis by — on public of Multan

Question re complaints against Sub-Inspestor of —, Mailsi

- Question re Ja zaminder Sikhs in the — service e
Question r¢ — officers in Gurgaon District and procesdings
under sestion 107, Criminal Procedure Code

Question re — officers, investigating Gurgaon dmnrbanees ]

Question #¢ punighment of — sarva.nts . .

[ Vor. XVI.
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Vo XVL] INDEX,

POLIOB—00x0LUDED.

Question re punitive — at Chak No. 246, Jha.ng District

{Question r¢ punitive — at Nawanshahr .

Question re rearvitment of foot eonstables i m Jhang Dm-
triet .. .

Question re¢ Sikh repreaentahon in the — cadre .e

Question re transfor of Hinda Bub-Inspnutors of — from

Gurgaon . .o
POLICE ACT—

Question re conviotions under the -~ s T e

POLICE GRANT, SUPPLEMENTARY . o

POLICE SERVICE—
Question re'claime of candidated who appeared et the
examination for the Indian — for appoinfiment to the

Provineial — .
Question re Jat Slkhs m the Prommal —_ . .
Question re Sikhs in tho Provineial — . .

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES—
Question re action taken in consequente of — .

POLITICAL MOVEMENTS—
Questlon re arrest in Jullandur and Ludhians disiriets

in connestion with the — .
POLITICAL: PRISONERS—
Question re elagsifioation of — .. .
POWER HOUSE—
Quostion e police aotion at the — in Amritsar .

PRESIDENT, MR.—

Adjournment motion re Chandhri Afzal Haq, removal of —
from list of non-official visitors of jails .. .

Apprematmn of services of — .. .
Bill — Jikh Gurdwaras (Amandment) Bill — dmeussmn
re admigsibility of amendments to motion for sonsider-
ation of - . . o

Resolution re Alienation of T:and Aect, the Punjab Amend.
ment of ‘e .
See Rulings.

PRESS— .
Question r¢ securities and the — . .
PRICES-—

Question re fall in — of cotton and difficulty in payment
of 1and revenue .

‘Question re market — of chief commodxms grown 'by
zamindars e . .a

18
149—54, 158

82228

28188,
291—94,

18284, 144

105

84
%



INDEX.

PBIGEB-—-OONGWDED ;
.- Question re —of commodities of cnnsumptmn by zmmn-
d&rb L -u R e 'oo
PBISONEBS-— :
Quesiion re classaﬁcatmn and prmleges of convicted and .
under-trial— _ -
"Question re classification of pohtzeal— o
PRIVILEGES—

Mishehaviour of members of the House aciing in their
capacity as such could be iaken notice of on]y by the
Houze -

Question re — of convioted end under- {rial pmoners .

PRODUCE— '

Question re esiimate of normal — of the Kangra Distaict

FROSECUTIONS—
- Question e — for s dition
PROVINCIAL ‘CIVIL MEDICAL SERVICE—
Question re seleetion board and appointments to —
PROVINCIAL CIVIL SERVICE—
Question re listed posts and selection grades in the — ..
Queztion ve Jat Sikhs in the — e .
PROVINCIAL EOLICE SEBYICE— .
Question re Rikhs in the — .
. See-Yolice Service.
PROVINCIAL -SERVICES-=—

Question e communal representation m — .. .

‘PUBLIC HINDU HIGH  SCHOOL— -
Question re allegations againgi Mr. Lal Chand, Gupta
Headmaster of —, Raper . .. . .
PUBLIC WORKS DEPABTMENT—-H ‘

Question #e repair of — roads and damage to adjscent:

lands under oultivation .
Queskion re troes on — roads. and damage to adgaceni-
lends urder cultiveion . .. .
PUNISBMENTS—
tion re — of Muslim and non-Muslm officgrs under
" Josal boards and Govemment in the Edueation Depm'!;
ment .. - S
,Question re — of pohee servants . . .
PUNITIVE POLICE—
Question re — ot Chek No. 246, Jhang Distriot
Queahon re — at Nawapshahr ..
Question re Sagals of Chak No. 246, Jbang Dlstnct and—
PUNJAB HEALTH SCHOOL—

v

Questmnfe— . T e

. Question re——a.ndtrmmngofd‘aw Q - e
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS— T

* Apput. GEANI, KBAN BanaDUR MAULVI—
Question re Bhakra Dam Project .e .

[Voi XVI.
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88
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171
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79
107
174
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—CONTINGHD.
Apput, GHANI, SHAIEE—
Question re appointments made b:y Sa.rdar Bikram Bmgh,
Distriot Inspector of Schools
Question re Government and Board Schools, ppomt-

ments made by Rai Sahib Lala Rattan Lal, Inspector
of 8chools, Rawalpindi -

Question re Muslims among Veierinary Asalst&nt Sur- '

geons
Question re Official ReceEWers, communal rapreﬁentatlon
among .o . .o .
Axpar Avr, Pip—-
Question re Commigsioners  for loeal inveatiga.ﬁon,
Ferozepore Distriet
Question re embezzlement in Gurdaspur Agrioulbural
Station
Question re Hindu Teehmcal Instatute, La.hore Ve
Question re Muhammadan representation among Ofiicial
Reocaivers
Question re Official Recenrar Ferozepure District
Question re Yudhister Lal, Mr (fficial Receiver, Feroze-
pore : i
Barory Singe, (HAUDHRI—
Question re Bhakra Dam and Haveli Projects .
Question re boarding house for Industrial School, Panipat
Question re illiteracy a d1squa]1ﬁca,t10n for membership
of & municipal committee ..
Question re library grant for Rural - Commumty Counell
Question re teaching of Arabie and Hindi in Government
High 8chool, Gohana ‘e
BrepaN SiNGF, SaRDAR—
Question e Giari Kartar Singh’s case and notice served
on Master Tara Singh
Question re Jat zamindar Slkha in the Po]me Semee
Question re. Master Tara Singh, detention of—
Question re Master Tara Bingh, detention of—a.nd
claim for damages
Question re Master Tara Smgh Vme-Premdent, Shlro-
mani Gurdwars Parbandbek Commitiee, arrest of—
Question re Sikh repregentation in the po]ice cadre
Buta Siven, Sanpar—
Question re¢ apprentice engmeers in the Hydro-Electrie
Branch
Question re commu al elasmﬁcatlon of Extra Asmstant
Commissioners
Question r¢ Extre Assistant Gommmmoner cand.ldates
‘borne on the Financial Commissioner's register

.-

Question re Exira Assistant Commisgioner candidates in .

register C .
Queatmn re Jat S:khs in the Pm?mcml Pohee Hervice ..

Paaxs,
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PAGBQ'.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS--coNTINURD.
Boza fries, SARDAR—OONULUDED.
Quostion r¢ listed posis or sslection grades in the Provine-
ial Civil Bervice and Sikh reprasentation thersin .. 4
Cugrany ANanp—
Quoestion re alleged use of lathis by police on the pubho
of Maltan . 192
Quention ve article in the weelkly « Tutan 191
Question re complaint against Sub-Inspector of Pohee,
Mailsi. . 19
Question e aonwotwna ander the Gnmma.l Proeedure .
Code and the Ordinances in Mulian Division 198
Question re meeting of Mailsi Main Line Division Ca.nal
Advisory Comamittee . 198
€rroTu Ram, Rao Samm GHAUDHRI— ’
Question re sehion taken in mnsequenee of politieat
- aolivities 241
Question re Bhakra Dm, offect of on the water level of
the Indus 181
“Question re Hindu agrioulturisﬁs in the Educa,ﬁion
Department: . . 181
Quesiion re roward grant of land 188
Question re selsction of rural aress, Amba.la Dmsum
for introduction of voluntary compulsionin education 188
Question re Thaknr Ramanand Singh of Governmnent
High 8ehool, Sirsa . 182
‘Question re watch snd ward in v:l]ages and towns . 241
Question re zilladars e 190
Dix Munawmmap, Mr.—
Queshon re Assistant Surgeon, Awritser, complainh
ageinst — 20
Queogkion re Asmstant Surgeon, Bhera, represent&ttona :
against ‘ 83
Question re hmldmg grants to Anglo-Vemaoular sehools 76
Question re educational facilities to backward areas
and communities ™
Question r¢ Edncation Deparf,ment d:smmsal of Mushm .
and pon-Muslim officers under local boards a.nd
ro-appointment by Government in the — 79
Question re Education Department, pumshment of
Muglim and non-Muslim officers in the — 79
Queshon re Bducation Department;, supersession of Ra]a. s
Fazil Muhammad Khan by Bardar Dews Singhin the — 97
Question re grants-in-aid and Anglo-Vernacular sohools 98
Question re grant-in-aid fo Anglo-Vernaeular schools
under Muslim management .. 7%

“Queation re grants to Anglo-Vernacular sahools, and Sir
George Anderson’s leave . .- .- 76




Yo1. XVL ] INDEX.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—0ONTIRUED.
Din Munamsap, MB.-=0ONCLUDED.

Question re intermediate classes in Government Collwa
Lahore
Question r¢ Lala Dwarkanuth dlaxmasal and appount-
ment of— :
Question re Lala Rang Behari La.l Regxstmr of Depm'li-
mental Examinations .
Question re Roporter on Books, Lals Sham Chand .
Question re Reporter on Books, post of -
.Question ve scholarships o girl students in the Lndy
Hatrdl[lge Mﬁd.lﬁal Gonege ‘e v LA
Farz Mugamman, Spargn—
Question re allotmens of squares of land to residents of
Dera Ghazi Khan Disbriet .. °
Quostion re damage 6o.lands in Dera Gh&m Khan Dis-
triot by river action or hill torrents e .
Question re grantees of land, Dera Ghazi Khan o
Question r¢ hill torrents. Report on preblem o'—
Question re rabi orops, Sanghar tahsil, loss by hail-
storms, ole,
* Question re zauunda.rs in Der& Gha,zx Khan Dlstnot,
indebtedness of — .
Frroz-vn-DIN Kaan, Rana—
Question re Government enana Industm.l 8chool,
Lahore
Question rs Harnem Smgh Tunda, conﬂat in the ﬁtsﬁ
Leshore eonspirasy case .. . .
GaNes Ram, Ra1 Bamanup Lars—
Question r¢ Bhakra Dam .. e
Question re bridge over the Ghaggar near Kalka
Question re diversion of the Ghagger river by the Pa.tmla
State
Question re dernolition of & temple on Agroba. Theh in
Hissar Digtriet . .
-Gmany, Mr. M. A, —
Question re examination by medieal board of Allah Ra.kha.
elerk of the Simla Forest Division
Question re recognition of the North-Western Ra.xlwa.y
Union . . o
Gokvr CHAND, N,amne Da__._
Question 7¢ arrest and trial of Captain J. N. Luthra, Medi-
ezl practitioner, Lahore . .
Question r¢ Bhakra Dam Scheme
Question 72 convictions under the Indian “Pensl Gode.
Police Act, ete. .
Question re officers in the Mandi Hydro-Electne Depart—
ment LR} -l LS L

~
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. : . PacEs.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—cowTmuED, -
Goxal CEaxD, NaraNng, DR.—coNeLyDED. S e

Question re pamphlet by Mr. M. C. Bha,rma of the Irriga-
tion Department .. .o A7
Question ve water- works at Pind D&dan Kha,n . ‘176

‘Gorar, Das, Laza— , :

Question re Havelian Project e 186-
Question r¢ tunnelling work on Sundays, Mandl Hydro-

Electric Work . 184,
Question r¢ Unemployment Oomm1ttee, Report of, action ‘

on .. - 184

"EaBe Urrnan, Kwax BAHmtm SABDA,R-—
Question re Dalhousie Mumelpa.hty, Vice-Chairman
. of .- . 242
'HARBAEHEH SINGH, Smu—
Question re claims of candidates who appeared at the ex-
amination for the Indian Police Bervice for appoint-

ment {o the Provineial Police Servico . . 9
Question re Sikhs in the Provineial Police Bervice ve 9
Jor1 PAargRAD, Lana— .
Question re cow-slaughter enquiry at Jharsa ' . 256-
Question re cow-slanghter house near Sati Samedh a.t
255-
Question re cow- slaughter in vﬂlage Agaun, Guxgaon Dis-
triet 2568-
Question re enguiry into cOw- ﬁlaughter custom in Jha—.rsa. 284-55-
Qnestion re exeocutive and police officers in Gurgaon '
Distriet and proeeedings under seetion 107, Oriminal .
Procedure Code .. w1867
Question re police officers mvestlgatmg G'r-'urgaon disturb- .
ances 186.
Question re solitary confinement 0 Ramsaran Das of
Jharsa 254
Question re transfer of certain non—Muhammada.n oﬁicera
from Gurgaon . 256
Question re transfer of Hindu Sub- Inspectors of Polico oL
from Gurgaon . - 257
‘Krssgo RaM, SBERERI, Lana—
Question re classification and privileges of prisoners .. 16
Question re police action at Power House, Amntsar . 16.
Mava Dss, Mr. E.— S
Question re dais, indigenous . .o 7
Question re dais, indigenons and tramed work of — .8
" Question re dais, training of — .. . v
. Question re FPerozepur-Lahore Road A
" Question re infantile mortality in cases attended to by
" trained and untrained dais s .- .. 8-

" Question e lady health visitors o . " 29
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—ooNTINUZD,
Mava Dug, Me. E.-—coxonunnD.
" Question r¢ lady bealth visitors, grants to local bod.ws for
"~ employment.of — .. ‘- 6-
Question r¢ lady health visitors, trammg of — .o B 1
Question r¢ loeal bodies and la.d,y health visitors. . 8
Question re locuast hoppers, destraction of — ‘e 260-61
Question re locusts’ eggs, destruction of — .. .. 260
Question re locusts’ eggs, report about — . ‘e 260
Question r¢ motor traffie, regulations for eontrol of — .. 262.
Question re outdoor gemes in Govemment high schools
for girls 29
Question re play~grounds in Government hlgh Bchools
for girls 28
Question re plying of a » boat at the Junetlon of the Sut-
loj and the Beas .. . . 82.
Question r¢ Punjab Health Schoo] . ‘e 29
Question re Punjab Health School and tralmng of dats .. 6.
Mumar CraND, I’mmr—
Question re arrests in Jullundur and Ludhiana districts
in conneetion with the politieal movement . 15
Question re unofficial enquiry committee to enquire mt.o '
the happenings in Gandhi Mandap, Jullundar ‘e 14.
Moman Lan, Rar BavALUR Lana—
Question re Aman Pasand Jamait of Ludhiana 5, 22
Question re grants or subsidies for glass industry in the :
province 24
Question re loans to glaﬂs factories in the PunJab under
the -Industrial Lioans Act . 24.
Question r¢ Mr. Magsum Ali Khan, &pphcainon of —tor
trangfor of ecertain enquiry from Mr. C. Keelan 258.
(Question re Rupar Municipal Committee. Al]ega,tlons
_againgt Shaikh Rahmeat Ilahi and Rahim Ilahi of-- 245
Question r¢ Rupar Munisipal Committee, audit of accounts
of purchases made for . . 246.
Question ¢e¢ Rupar Municipal Comunitteo. Anditor’s '
report on allegations against Shaikh Rahmat Ttahi ... 258
Question 7¢ Rupar Municipal Commiites. Lala Nauria :
Mal, Shaikh Rahmat Iahi and Malik Allah Bakhsh of— 258-
Question re Rupar Municipal Committee. Memorial
against Sub-Divisional Officer, Rupar and Deputy Com-
missioner, Ambala, for alleged illegal interference with
affairs of — 245-
Question re¢ terminal- tax and octroi daty in Arbala Clty
and Centonment ., . 24
Question: re Trade Commlssmners m foretgn countnes . 28.
Question re transfor to Government of Mummpal Hospltal
Rupar . 259

Question re transit paaa over mumclpal roadsin Ambels .. - .9
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‘QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—ocovrmvmD,
‘Munsrmg Arr SpiH, Sivip—

Question r¢ escape channel in the Lower Jlielum Canal .,

Question ¢ land revenne and Abiam,,reduetion.of —

Question re Muslime among honorary offiders in Jhang

Distriot .
‘Qupstion re pumshmant of police- serva.nts

v

‘Question vé recruitment of foot constables in J]mng

police

Question ré Sagals of Chak No. 946 Jhang Dlatnct &nd

punitive police . ..
MUHAMMAD ABDULLAE Kmm Knm—

Quostion re Pir Bakhsh, Tea,nher Distriet Board Muidle

School, Jatoi . -
Question re pumitive pohoe ab Nawanshahr

.

Question re water level of wells in. Jullundur and. Hosh:-

arpur digtriets e
Mumanmap ABpUL BRamvan KIL!LN "CEAUDERI— /

Question re Ashag Hnsain, Munshi, and 8. Lachman Bingh, .

oases against —

Question re Hari Gopa.l o Agra, Teacher under Jullundur

Distriet Board

Quastion re Headmaster and Seeond Master of Central

Model Se¢hoonl, Lahore

Question r¢ Mr. Lal Chand, Gupts, Headma.ster, Pub]m

. Hindu High School, Rupar, allogations againgt —
Quoestion re Mussalmans in the Forest Deopartment

[}

Question re 3. Bakhtawar Singh, Honorary M&gmtrata

Kathgarh, allegations againgt — ... ‘d~'—’_"._’_—’

=

‘Mussaumwad Igeiyr, Dr, Sie—.

Question r¢ division of wards, F.ahore Mumclpahty, re-

presentation by Mozang Rate-payers’ Association

MyEammap Sarrornisn Kuax, Kaany Bansaoovr, Krpan—

Question #e Superintendent of Deputy Commissioner’s

office, Mianwali
Muxaxnp Lan, Purt, Lana—
Question re beer shop in Hira Mandi, Lahore

Question re cqmmunal representatlon a.mong Assmta.nt

Distriet Inspectors of Schools

‘Question r¢ communal represéntation a.mong those nawly

rocruited to the Svubordinate Fducational SBerviece

..

‘Question re licence for sale of foreign liquor in cinemss and

theatres

2w

-Question re lignor hcence for Maada Restaurant Lahore. .
-Question re liquor shop {(Dadabhoy’s shop) near Raulway

*  Station, Lahore

-Qmestion re traffic on Grand Trank Road and widening of

bridgs on Chhota Ravi, Lahore
Question re water-supply, Lahore Humcﬂp&h{;y
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184
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—conTINUED,
Nawax Cranp, Pavpn—
Question re allegations by Bar Union against an Honorary
Magistrate, Amritsar
Question re grants of land in Colony Bar
NARAIN SiNGH, BAEDAR—
Question re clagsification of Lala Khushal Chand, Kaifi,
a political yrisoner ., .-
Question re seenrities and the press .
NareENDRA Nara, Diway Bamabur Raja—
Questmn r¢ communal representation in Provineial Serv-
ices
Question re selection board and appomtment to the Pro-
vincial Civil Medical Service .. .o
NurvLraE, Man—
Question re bagays lands, sale of—in Lyallpur District
Question re eonsohdatlon of holdings in Lyallpur Dis-
trict
Question re co-operatwe socletles of Lyallpur D1strmt a.nd
indebtedness
Question re education of ' Janglis of Jhang Dmt.net.
Question re export of rui (cotton) to foreign countries ..
Question re fall in eotton prices and difficulty in payment
of land revenne ..
Question re Indian Agriculturel and Vetennary Semoes,
abolition of — and orgamzatmn of Superior Provincial

Services .
Question re kiarabe I'BIDJBSIODS ‘e ..
Question re hharabe riles .. '
Question re land, auction and sale-proceeds ot and effoct

on budget of non-payment of instelments .. v

Question re land, auciion of — in Lyallpur District .,

Question r¢ land, confiscation for non-payment of purchase
price in Lya.]lpm' Distriet .

Question re land, grant of — to numberdars of Lyallpur
District

Quostion 7¢ land revenue settloment in Bakh Jhang and
Gogera branches

Question re land seftlement, rales’ for fixing the atandard
for estimating the yield or income for certain erops

Question ve lift irrigation seection of the Agncultur-s‘l
Department .o

Question re Lower Chensb Osmal expend:ture and reve-
nue— -

Question re maglstana.l powerd and canal oﬂicem .
Question re vumberdars of Lyallpur District, proprietary
rights over squares held on horse-breeding condi-

tions
Question ve representat:on of Arains and Gujars in Lyall
pur Distriet Board . .o

Pyt
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83
104
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LT e Pages,
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—cunminvey,
‘NugvnLaB, Misn—concluded,
Question re salaries of gazetted officers .o ‘e 86
Question re travelling allowance of irrigation officers ., 104
Question 7é water-logged areas and compensation there-
for 108
Question re wa,ter-logged area,s compensatwn to ownars
of — 102
‘Question re¢ water rates for barani crops on Rouni Sabtqa . 85
Question re¢ water rates, mcreaae in — e 83
Question r¢ water rates on crop in a Wad watf,ar 85
Question re water supply for lands newly brought u.nder
onltivation in the Liyalipur Digtrict ‘e . 81
‘Queation re zamindars and msolvency . ‘e 959
Question r¢ zamindars, avérage income of — . ' 89
Question e zamindars, ealoulation of a.ssats of — for
assessment purposes 89
‘Question re eamindars, market pneas of chief (.ommod.ltles
grown by — . 99
Question re zamindars, prices of eommodltles oi consump-
“tion by — - . ‘e . . 86
Rax Sinen, CHAUDHRI— ) _ :
Question re consesgions to zamindars of Kangra Dishrict
- for dameges fo srops - 179
. Question re¢ eonstruction of & bndge over the Ban Ganga, - 84
Question re estimate of noml produce in the Kangre :
Distriet - ‘83
Question re gran$ of squa.rea to zamindars of Ka.ngra. D1s- -
~triet in liou of land aoquired for -the Kangra Vallsy =~
Railway . - 181
Question re land teve«nue raties in tha Ka.ngra. Dmtrmt Vel 180
Question re supply of uniform to chaulndara by Govern- o
179

ment T e .o
Sewar Ram, Rax: Bamtm LALA—- " :
Question re Headmistress, Macbiwara Guls Sehool,
Ludhiana . . 26
Uaran, Swen, SARDAR Sma SARDAB—'
Question re provincielization of Municipsl  Health
. Officers . . . .- _ 25
Zsyruroa Bman; CaiupEer—- ' L
Question re repairs to banks of eanalg, minors and dis- '
tribntaries and damage to adjacent lands undar

_ eultivation 168

* Question re repairy bo district board- roads and da.mage T
to adjoining -eultivable lands R 1 3
Question e Tepairs to. Public Works Deparl;meu!r roads R
and damage adjacent lands under oultivation B 4

Question re Sha,hdara. WeavmgFaGtory elect.ne installa- o
. tion . e . e 189
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS —cONCLUDED.
"ZAFRULLA KHAN, CHAUDHERI—CONOLUDED, '
Question re S‘whdara. Woaving Factory, use of well
- water for growing vegetables and flowers .
Questwn re treos on honndaries of eanal distributaries,
minors, eto., and damage to adjacent lands under
ouliivation '
LQuestion re trees on thstrwt board roa.ds and dumage to
adjoining enltivable lands’
Question r¢ village eommunieations

R.
RAHIM BAKHSH, MAULVI, SIR—
Appreciation of services of Mr. Prasident ..
BAHIM TLAHI, SHATKH —
Question re a.lleg&tmns against — of Rupar Municipality
Question re anditor's report on allegations against — ..

Question re —, Junior Vice-President, Bupar Municipal
Committee

"RAMANAND SINGH, THAKUR—

Question r¢ — of Government High School, Sirsa
"RAMSARAN DAB—

Question re solitary confinement of — of Jharsa .
RANG BEHARI LAL, LALA— ’

Question re -—, Registrar of Departmental BExaminations
RATE- PAYERS" ASSOCIATION— -

v LR

LR

LR}

Question re division of wards, Lahore Municipality, re-

prosentation by Moza.ng —_ . e .
RATES— .

See Water Rates.
RATTAN CHAND, RAT BAHADUR LALA—
Bill. Sikh Gurdawaras {Amendment)—
RATTAN LAL, RAT SAHIB LALA— .

Question e Government and Board Sehools Appomt'

- ments made by —, Inspestor of Sehools, Rawalpindi ..
RAUNI SABIQA—

Ruestion re waber rates for barani erops on — ‘ ..
‘REGISTRAR—

Question re —, dopartmental examinations .. .
"REGULATIONS—
Question re — for control of motor traffic .. .
REMISSIONS— - )
Question re kharche — .- . .
REPATRS— .

Question re — to banks of eanals, minory and distributeries
and damage to adjacent lands under cultivation ..

Question re — to district board roads and damage to ad- . .

joining cultivable lands

Question re — to Public Works ]Jepartment roads and

damage to adjacent landa under cultivation o aw

81

Piara.
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169

167
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2568
258
182
264

184

277-718

287

78
262,
104
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. Paenss.
REPORT—
Question re —of Unemployment Committee, action on—— 184
Question re —om problem of hill forrents .. ve 195
BEPORTER ON BOOKS— .
Question r¢ appoinfwent of Lala 8ham Chand as — ., 78
Question re post of — . . 79
RESOLUTIONS— B ‘ ' '
— re dbiana, reduction of . . e 88278, 107—
‘—- re Alienation of Land Aot, the Punjab, amendment of =  126—d45
REVENUE—
Question re expenditure a.nd —, Lower Uhenab Canal .. 99

See Land Revenue.
REVENUE SETTLEMENTS—

Question re land — in Rakh, Fhang end Gogera branches 83
REWARD GRANTS— :
Question re — of land . . . 188
ROAD(8)—
Question re Forozepur-Lakore — ! 28}
Queastion re repairs to district board — and damage to
adjoining cultivable lands .. 168
Question re repairs to Public Works Department — s.nd
damege to adjacent lands under cultivation 171
Question re treffic on Grand Trunk — and widening of )
bridge on the Chhota Ravi, Lahore - 167
Question re trees on district board — and damage to a.ds-
joining cultivable lands . 167
Question re trees on Public Works Depart-ment —_ a.nd
damage to adjecent lands under e¢uléivation . 171

BU1 (GOTTON)
Question re expors of — to foreign eountries .
RULES—
Question re Kharobio — 80+
Question re — for fixing the standard for estlmatmg the.

yield or income for certain erops . e 104.
RULINGS—

Amendment that Bill be cirealated for elieiting pubhc

opinion thereon should specify date therefor 268-
Amendments to Bills — Member desiring to move for cn-- )

ounlation of Bill to elicit publie opinion or for reference

to Select Commitice should inform the Chair before-

hand whick alternative he is adopting .. 282-688-
Bills. Amendment te substitute an entirely new clonse '

to the existing one, ruled out .. 801
Bill. Debate on wmeotion that an mmendmg Bill be

taken into considetation should not extend te & discus-

sion of the original Aeb,but mus cenfine to-the ptineiples

of the amending Bill ‘o e . ‘ 270-

3
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: . Pagus,
RULINGS—cowoLu pED,
Bill. Publication of Bill is not & condition precedent toa - .
motion for its consideration .. 272
Bxll. When motion for consideration of, is u.nder dmcus- '
sion and one amendment to the motion is disposed of,
the mover of that amendment eenuot move another
amendment, nor can he again speak to the original
motion . 261, 284
but he can speak to an smendment moved by another :
member 286
Bill. When mover of 8 Bill has moved for xts oonmder—
ation, and the wider amendment that the Bill be eirculat-
ed for eliciting public opinion is disposed of, the nar-
rower amendment that it be referred to Select Com-
‘mitteo cannot be moved thereafter — - raling wawed as
not free from doubt . . 286-87 201—
98
Closure may be moved -even in the course of a- member's
802
Demands for grants — token euts are put to vote of Coun- .
¢il 284
Parliamentary proeedure Procedure of Committée of the
whole House of Parliament has generally been adopted
as the procedure of the Coundil 286-87
Regolution — Debate on & resolution for & parheula.r
emendment in an Act (the Alienation of Land Aet) must ]
not discuss the policy of the Act es enacted originally .. 182, 184
Unparliamentary expresgions — statement that blunders
were committed by the House, withdrawin - e 270
RUBAL AREAS—
Question re selection of —, Ambala Division, for infrodue- _
tion of voluntary compu]smn in education . 188
RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL— ' -
Question re libxary grant for — . - 90
S.
SAGALS— _
Question r¢ — . of Chak No. 248, Jhang District, and pymni-
tive police 114
Question r¢ — of Chek No. 246 Jh&ng Dlstnet plaeed .
under Criminal Tribes Act . .e ve 174
SALARIES—
Question re — of guzetted officors’ . - - .86
SALE, Mg. 8. L— '
Adjournment motion re Afzal Haq, Chaudhri, removal of, :
from list of non-official visitors of jails .. . 158—62
.. 804, 807—09, -

BRill, .8ikh Gurdwaras (Amepdment} BT ..

811-12; 814-'
e 15-
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SALE-PROCEEDS—
Quostion r¢ — of land by auction and effect on budget of
non-payment of instalments .. .
SCHOLARSHIPS— ‘

Question re grant of — to girl students in the Lady
Hardinge Medieal College, Delhi ‘e
SCHOOL(3)—

Quostion re allegations agsinst Mr. Lal Chand, Gupt&,
Hoadmaster, Public Hindo H.lgh-~ Rupar

Question re appointments made in Government a.nd
Board— by Rai Sahib Lala Raitan Lal, Insxpector of
Schools, Rawalpindi

Question re building grants to Anglo-Vernacula.r —

Question re grants-in-aid and Anglo-Vernacular —

Question re grants to Anglo-Vernacular —, and Sir George
Andersons’s leave

Question re grants-in-gid to Anglo Vernacular — under
Muslim management .

Question re Hea.dmaster and S-Bcond Mastor of Centra.l
Model —, Lahore ..

Questmn re Headmistress of Mac}nwm Gu:ls - Ludh
iana

Question re outdoor games in Govemment h1gh — for

Question re Pir Bakhsh, Teacher, District Board Middle

-, Jatioi
Qneatmn 76 play-grounds in Govemment hlgh — for gnls
Question re Punjab Health — .. ..

Question re Punjab Health — and trammg of dais .
Question re teaching of Arabic and Hindi in Government

High —, Gobana .. e .
SECURITIES— :
Question re — and the press . .
SEDITION—

Question re prosecntions and convictions for —
SELECTION BOARD—
‘Question re — and appointments to the Provinecial Civil
Medical Service .. ‘e
Question re — for reeommendmg dJreot nommatmns for
the posts of Extra Assistent Commissioners o
SERVICES—
Question r¢ abolition of Indian Agnﬁultural and Vet.ennary
— and organization of superior provmclal -
Question re communal representataon in provineial — ..
Question r¢ Jat zamindar Sikhs in the police — .-
See SBubordinate Educational Service.
SETTLEMENTS—
Question re electric installation in —
Question 7¢ land revenue — in Rakh, Jhang a.nli Gogera
branches v .
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241

10

959
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SHAHDARA WEAVING FACTORY--~
Question re well water in, — use of, for growmg vegetables
and flowers .
SHAM CHAND, LALA—-
Question 7¢ appointment of — as Reporter on Books ..
SHABMA Mz.-M. C—
Questlon re pamphlet published by —of the Irrigation
Department .- ..
SHAVE De. (Mrs.) M. O

Motion re police excesses (police grant) . e .

SHEEPSHANKS, Mz, E— '

Question r¢ memorial against —, Deputy Commissioner,

Ambale, for alleged ﬂlag-a.l interference with affairs of
Rupar Mummpa.l Committes ..

SIKANDAR HYAT KHAN, THE HONOURABLE CAP-,

TAIN 8ARDAR—

Adjournment motion r¢ removal of Chaudhri Afaal Haq
Erom list of non- official visitors of jaily

Apprecmtmn of serviees of Mr. President .. ..
Famine (Reserved) Grant, Supplement&ry

Irrigation Grant, Token . -
Irrigation, upplamenta.ry .
Miscellansous (Reserved) Grant, Supplements.ry ve

- Motion re report of Simon Commission (not moved)
Reaolution re¢ 4biane, reduetion of —
Resolution re Alienation of Land Aet, the PIJIJJB:-b amend-

ment of — . . e
SIKH(8)---
Question re Jat — in the Provincial Police Service
Question r¢ Jat zaminder — in the police serviee ..
Question re number of vacancies for the  post of Extra
Assistant Commigsioners allotted for — .. .

Question re repregentation of — in the poliee cadre .
Quegtion ¢ — candidates on register C for Extra Assistant
Commissionerships ..

Question re — in the listed post.s or seleehon grades of t.he '

Provinecial Civil Service

Question rs — in the Provineial Pohca Semee T
SIKH GURDWARAS (AMENDMENT) BILL—

See Bill.
SIMON COMMISSION—

Motion re report of — (nhot moved)
SLAUGHTER-HOUSE—

Question re sow — near Sati Samadh at Jharsa
BOLITARY CONFINEMENT—

Question r¢ — to Ramsaran Das of Jharse . 'e

85
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17
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- 87-8, 150,
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289
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989
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121—24

144

22
188
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26

4
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800, 815-16
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SQU.&BEB-— _ :
Question m%.llotment of -, toresldsnﬁa of Dem Ghm_
-Khon District . ... . .e
Quest.lon re grant of — to zammdars of Knngre. Dmtrwt R
in_exchange for land aoqu.u'ed for the Kangm Valley A

'gmunme oomﬂTTEErS)w._ R e
- Misbehaviour of member of — 4. meh shou]d be reported _
. to the eommlttee and through the eomm:ttee to the

= Cogmel . SR
-———eeasetoemt on dissolution of Gounal ...t .
'~ of the Couneil, Standing Order-re constitution of, does _
. nob dmtmgmsh between fsmnsferred and. reserve& depart-.
. ments '
See Jails Commities. . - ."-'

'STATEMENTS-— S

i re addltmns a.nd rednctlona

o _BTATUTOBY AGRIGULTUBIST&-_ o
- Questmn re.— recrulted as; faot constables of J]mng. ._

- SSUBJNSPEGTOR— S
" Quegtion re complaints agamst — of Pol.we M&ﬂm
- ‘Quegtion re transfer of Hindu — of ‘Police from
SUBORDIN&TE EDUCATIONAL: SERVICE
- Question re commun&l :epreﬁentatlon among thoae neiw}y':.
.. recruited for the — ,‘_, L ee e ;
: SUPEBINTENDENT—-— o :
* . Question rs — of Deput Gomm:smoners oﬂioe. Mmuw&h
‘ 'SUPPLEMENT&BY GRANTS= & . -
Dema.nda for —, 1980—31 Lo L o

e

i [ "'.-: e

theBeas RS

: EL‘A.RA SINGH, MABTEB—-

: Queshon ra arrest-of —, Vieo- Premdent See:amry,
 dwars, Parbandhak Commlttee v

Questlonrsdetantmn of — ° i i :.-.__:._

Question re detention of — and. elﬁun for d&mages" SRR !

Quesﬁ;onmemm Kartm:Smgh oase and notice serv

Quesﬁmnm tmmn,g of la.dy - for Inclustnal Schoo!s M AT

. mcmuw; INSTITUTE—
. Question re Hindu -—, I_Jahore_
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Pacss. .
TEHZPLE—- - ' .
~ Question r¢ demolition of & —on Agroha 'I‘heh in Hmsar s
Dlﬁtl'wﬁ oo 6. '- e N e ..-_._: . L 93
: TEBMINAL—TAX——» e C
Quaatmnm and octroi ﬁuﬁymz&mbal& Clty&:ﬁd O&n VL
, tonmant - ,e .o . EEREEE
Questlonrehaenceforssleoﬁomgnhqumm— L el 10 .
TOKEN CUTR—
. = om &e;uands £or gmnﬁs puttmg to i;he vote of the o
‘Howse - L ST e 284

 TOKEN ( GRA.NTB— T R

mWNSENDMn.GA.H.m_- ' ' A :

Adjournment motion re Afzal Haq, Ghaudlm removal of B
w: from list oinon-oﬁiemlmtors oijsils Cen aer 162

‘Oath of offica - _ . e e 1
Besolut:onre Abidna, reduetlon of i 71—8
TRADE ' COMMISSIONERS— - o .
Quaﬂhonre mforexgncountms Ceer aes o o8
- Queshonreregulaﬁomforoentrolotmtor-— .. o .- 268 .
Quaatmnm—onGmndkaBoad and. mdenmg of AP
-~ bridge over Chhots Revi, Lahore. . S 18T
TB&NSFER—- '
Question re — of cortmn non-Muhammmdw oﬁcers irom
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