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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Frrrar SESSION OF THE lsr PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

——— .

Monday, 27h Februery, 1989,

The Assembly met at the dssembly Chamber at 2 P.x. of the clock: My,
Speaker in the Chair. : : S

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Bang aND CoNgormpation Bue-InspEcTORS.

- 655, Khawaja Ghulam Samad: Wil the Honocurable Minister of
Development be pleased to state—
{¢) Community-wise the number of Bank sub-inspectors and Consoli-
dation sub-inspectors ;
{b) the percentage of agriculturists and non-sgriculturists in these
gervices in the Ambala division ? :

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram :
@ .

Bank | ConsoLinaTION oF HoLp-
Bus-InspEcTORS. ING& 3UB-INSPECTORS.
Community. '
Paid by Paid by-..| Paid by Paid by

Government. | Bocieties. |Government. | Bocielies,
Muslims 88 - 889 - 106
Sikhs .- 14 : 180 w9
Hindus and others 8 108 . m

(b) Among sub-inspectors in the Ambala division paid by Government
the proportion of agriculturists and non-agriculturists is 838 per cent and
117 per cent respectively. ' s

“RAGHBIR tersus Neru”—CRIMINAL 0488 IN GURGAON DigTRior.
656. Chaudhri Prem Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of Re-
venne be pleased to state— .
(a) whether the Government iz awars of the fact that in & oriminal
. eago “‘Baghbir versus Neta” in the Gurgaon distriet one Netu,
3
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son of Darsoni, Chamar of village Chandpore, tabsil Balab-
garh, was fined on 25th June, 1988, by the tahsildar of Balab-
garh for not skinning the Naggarah of the Biswatlars ;

(b) whether the Government is aware of the fact that the tahsildar
in that caseheld in hig judgment that skinning of Naggarsh
. was a legitimate demand of the Biswadars;

(¢) whether the Government proposes to make any inquiries in the
said case of begar ?

The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia : (o) Yes, but the
convietion of Netu was not for not skinning the “ Naggarah,” but for the
beating he gave to Raghbir, complainant, who received four injuries on
his person.

(®) No, but the tahsildar in his jndgment observed that according to an
- old practice in the village the chamars did the work of skinning the village
* Nagparah ” in return for skins of dead cattle received by them.

{¢) Does not arise.

8ixH RaMGAREIAZ IN GURDASPUR AND OTHER DISTRICTS OF THE PUNJAB
HOLDING LAND A8 PROPRIETORS AND OCCUPANOY TENANTS.
 657. Khan Bahadur Nawab Muzaffar Khan ¢ Will the Honour-
able Minister for Revenue be pleaged to state—
(6) the number, tahsil-wise, of Sikh Ramgarhias, also called Tarihans,
Lohars, Rajs, ote., in the districts of Gurdaspur, Amritsar,
Lahore, Hoshiarpur, Ferozepore, Jullundur and Sialko$
holding land as proprietors and as occupancy tenants, and
{5) the number of those among them who are jagirdars, muafidars,
zajldais and lambardatrs ?
. The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia : The local officers
consetned have been consilted in the matter and their replies are awaited.

Sus-REGISTRARS. _
658. Chandhri Kartar Singh : Will the Honourable Minister for
Public Works be pleased to state— . v

(@) community-wise the number of gub-registrars who have retired
gines April 1, 1987 ;-

(b} community-wise the number of new appointments that have been
made during the same period : '

Yk Hodbufable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan
Tiwana :

{a) Muslim 1
Hindu 1

Bikhs 2

", (b) Muslims 6
v 7 Bikke 4



UNSTARRED JUESTIONS AND ANSWHRH, 8

PROMOTION OF TWO JUNIOR CONSTABLES IN KARNAL DisTrior
PoLioe. ' o

659. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Premier be
Pleased to state whother he is aware that the Superintendent of Police,
Karnal, promoted two junior constables during the last six months to the
post of head constables over the heads of senior hands ; if so, the reasons

- {or the same and the action the Government intendsito take in the matter ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: I am not sare
to what particular case the honourable member alludes, but he will perhaps
allow me to refor him to the reply given to a somewhat similar question a
year ago—Question *1710, reproduced, with a supplementary question
-and answer, at page 9 of the Punjab Legislative Assembly Debates {Volume
ITI, 28¢d Febraary, 1933).

IntRODUCTION OF WarDHA SOHEME IN PUNJAB.

660. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state whether the Government of Punjab are con-
templating to introduce the Wardhs Schame in the provinge ; if so, whether
‘they have consalted the wishes of the Muslims living in the provinee ?

The Honourable Mian Abdal Haye: No, Government is not con-
templating the introduction of the Wardha Schoms of Bducation in the

Punjab ; but it has had a scheme of its own prepared by a strong committee
of educational experts, and the details of the syllabus are now heing examined
by Government. There is no necessity to consult any patticular commuanity
in the matter as the new schems is based on purely academic and atilitarian
principles. The report of this committeo has hesn pablished and mads
-available to honourible members.

[P S

-MRTERS ON HOUSE CONNECTIONS FOR WATER SUPPLY IN AMBALA
Crry.

661. Khawaja Glulam Samad : Will the Honourable Minister of
‘Public Works be pleased to state whether he has recently received any
regolution passed by the inhabitants of Ambala city complaining against
the hardships anticipated by the public to which they will bs subjected
on mefers being put ‘on house-connections for supply of water; if so,
the action intended to be taken by the Government on that resolution ?

The Homourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan

Tiwana: No such resolution appears to have been received.
QANUNGOS IN RonT'Ak DISTRIGT.
Khan Sahib Chaudhri Muhammad Shafi Ali Khan: Wiil
‘the Honourable Minister for Revenue b pleased to state— .
(a) how many ganungos were appointed in the year 1998 in the
Rohtak district, how many of them were directly revraitéd
‘and how many were taken from among the patwaris ;

a2
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(b) whether it is a fact that in the said recruitment 50 per cent share
has not been given to the Muslims; if so, the reasons therefor,
and the action proposed to be taken to redress the grievances
of the Muslims in this matter ?

The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia: (a) Bix: three
by direct appointment, dnd three by promotion from amongst the patwaris, .

(b} Two Muglims were recrnited, one in each class. Promotion iz by
seniority. As regards direct recruitment, the officials in question were
recruited before receipt of the orders of Government fixing percentages.
Farther consideration is, however, being given to this question, in which
connection the question of making up deficiencies will naturally be examined.

PLECTION PETITION AGAINST A MEMBER OF Karrpar MURICIPAL
COMMITTRE.

663. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta : Wwill the Honourable Minister of
Public Works be pleased to state—

(¢) whether it is a fact that an election petition against one of the
olected members of the Kaithal Municipality elected in May,.
1987, was duly filed and dealt with by the Sub-Divisional Officer,
Kaithal, who constituted the commission of enquiry ;

(b} whether he submitted hs report in June, 1938 ;

{c) whether the District J udge, Karnal, who was asked by the Com-
missioner, Ambals, to go into certain points submitted bhis
report on gth October, 1938 ; if so, the action taken on that
report by the Commissioner ?

The Honourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan
Tiwana: (o) Yes. .

(b) Yes. .

() T cannot say on what date the District Judge submitted his report
to the Commissioner. The Commissioner, however, agreeing with the report
made an order dismissing the election petition ; his order is dated the 19th
January, 1989. A

GRANT TO AIDED S3CHOOLS IN AMBALA DIVISION.

664. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of

Education be pleased to state whether it is & fact that the aided schools
in the Ambala division have not received any intimation of the grant which
wae due to be paid to them in October up to 15th January, 1989, in spite
of the agsurance given by the Education Minister in reply to a question put
on the subject that payment of grants will not be delayed in future ; if so,
the action Government propose to take in the matter and the steps.
Government intend to take to insure that such delays do not occur here-
aftor ? '
The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : The orders were igsned on 10th
January, 1989. The adjustment of the grants recommended by the inspecting
officers (which have to be considered for all the aided schools in the Punjab
a6 & whole and at one time) with respect to the funds available always presents.
difficulty and every effort is made to isgue orders as soon as postible.



UNETARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWRRE, b

TACCAVI LOANS IN LUDHIANA DISTRIOT. .
665. Sardar Lal Singh: Will the Honourable Minister of Revenue
be pleased to lay & statement on the table of the House showing the total
taceavi loans granted to the zamindars in each village of the Liudhiana distriot
_during the period from 1st October, 1938, to 81st January, 1989 2
_The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia : A statoment
giving the required information is laid on the table. '

Statement showing the Tacoavs loans granted to the Zamindars in each village
of Ludhiana district from 1st October, 1938, to the Slst January, 1939.

Namo of Tabsil, Bgial Name of village, Amount.
. 0. .
Rs.
Pahsil Ludhiond., 1 | Barewal Awanan .. . ‘e L000
Ao:haleo?ffm.rww-'_ 2 | Hajbowal Kimnd .. . o

s|an . 980

4 | Haibowsl Kalan .. . 320

& | Eariana Khurd .. . 20

8 | Fatshpur . . . 20

7 | Jogians . . . 560

8 | Bukhari Khurd . 50

9 | Sherpur Kalan .. . e 610

10 | Satowsl '. . . L)

11 | Gadapur o 4«

12 | Daba . 0

13 | Barewsl Dogran .. o " 80

14 | Pawa ‘e . .. 10

15 | Kolliawal .. . .. 110

16 | Dheri . . . 150

17 | Kharak . . 500

18 | Kanganvwal . 149

19 | Dad - . 30

20 | Lohars . . 100

21 | Manews! . - 140

22 | Bachampur v . . 20

23 | Haldarnagar . 30




6

{Minister for Revenue.]

PUKJAR LECISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

[29TH

FEB., 1989,

Mame of Taheil. - sghl Name of village. Armount,
o) -
Ra.
Taheit Ludhiono— 24 | Borsh 140
Act XIT oﬁ%g:ui"fr. put- 25 | Rawst . . 220
chase of folder-—contd,

26 | Bhaurah e . 30
27 | Gobindgath 40
28 | Kanijab . .- 10
29 | Talwandi Kburd ., .. . 20-
30 | Lodhowal . 170"
31 | Kakkeh e 350
32 | Nurwalu . 510-

" 33 | Baloke 8¢
34 | Sisrali . 80
35 | Kasahabed 840 -
38 | Shujatwals . 580
%7 | Dhaula " v 340
38 | Sirah < 370
39 | Bajrah 10
40 | Mapgat .. . 230
41 | Nurpur Beit .. 640
42 | Batiana &0
43 | Bhaini Saln ve .- e 230
44 | Ladian Kalan . 20
45 | Mangli Khaa . e 110
46 | Phaglah . 40
47 | Korians Kalen .- 420
48 | Qutebewal Gujran . 150
49 | Hawaa o o . 70
50 | Chhahwala 210
51 | Khawajke o v 80
52 | Sonet ’ . . . 70
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Name of Tahail, 8%'2] Name of village. 1 Amount.
. N B"
Taksil Tnudhiana— 53 | Bhatian . . . 40
oconcloded.

Amﬂﬁd}l&&tforgg. o Kakowsl .. . 180

55 | Chaunta . v .- 10

58 | Janowal . " . 100

57| Sanewsl Kburd .. . ) 10

53 | Raur R ve R 50

59 | Pirkot . o . 1,715

60 | Bhaini Chubar .. . 1475

81 | Bhundar .. . e 575

82 | -Ghoreli .. e .. 55

83 | Jethuke . . .. 1935

84 | Misnwal . . 260

65 | Khasi Kalan .. .- - 500

066 | Matewarah - . . 345

Total . 20,000

'A?hxilog:mf?rm 67 | Ganda Banns .. - . 100

Act XTX of 1833 for mink- 68 | Rawat . . o 400
ing wells,

69 | Mangli Nichi .. . 400

70 | Khera o - 400

71 | Kulliawal . .. - . 200

Total —-W

Toheil Jagraon. 1 | Jaszowal ‘e . 035

Act XIT of 1884 for pur- | 2 | Raghe . .. .. 640

hase of fodder, 3 | Ranke . . ” 282

4 | Talwandi Nanabad - . 65

6 | Walipwr Ehurd .. . .- 80-

: 6 | Aliwal L . o 545

; 7 | Lidan .. . . 730

- B ) Bherpur Ebhurd ., . . 20
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Name of Tahail. Sﬁrxl Naane of viliags. Amount.
Ra,
Taheil Jagraon.. 9 { Bharowal Khurd . v 520
Aot xn"of%w}ﬁ'pu. 10 | Baniawal . %
chase of fodder —contd. 11 | Bedutwate %
12 | Fidai Chek " . 130
13 | Kot Mans 100
14 | Talwandi Rai 32
15 | Porain . . . 280
18 | Ramgarh - ‘e ca 558
' 17 | Ghalab Ran Singh 165
18 | Ghalsb Ealan ., 980
19 | Bhatths Dhua ., . " 260
20 | Bopa Rai Kalsn .. . 180
21 | Bhundari . 150
22 | Bitk . " " 0
23 | Chimna 200
24 | Sheikh Daulst . 185
25 | Katwal ' . 78
26 | Jandi . . 100
27 | Bawaddi . 315
28 | Sherpur Kslan .. . . 700
29 | Talwara’ - . 50
30 | Gomsian Khan Muhammad .. 20
31 | Kot Mans .o . . 130
32 | Malk - “ 265
33 | Sawaddi Khard 260
34 | Halwars e . . 20
36 | Bheikth Qutab ., . . )
Total 10,000




UNSTAERED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Name of Tahsil. 8&1‘:1 ' Nate of village. Amount.
Ra.
Sorrals Tahsil, 1 | Dandpur 100
Aot XII of 1884 for pur- | 2 | Kalal Masts . . R S
“haeo of foddes—condd. | | — “-
4 | Rampur Jhaloti ) £
5 | Bondal . . 250
¢ | Rahsun o 029
7 | Ddhowal Khurd, . 130
8 { Maad Jharaudi .. . 10
9 | Udhowal Kalan . - 40
10 | Jusiowal . 170
11 | Jonewal . . ]
12 | Melakwal . . 2
13 | Lalauari . 443
14 | Jaspalon . . 110
15 | Mahndipur . . 22
16 | Ghungeali ; 10
17 | Rsipur . (.7}
18 | Qogrs Chukarmi . 70
19 [ Beh . 118
20 | Komen 148
21 | Bainsowal Khuid ., . s 1465
SBalaudi ‘s 320
23 | Ehurd o5
2¢ | Manki ' . . 76
25 | Sainsowal Kalan . e &0
26 | Gahlowal - 50
27 | Rasulrs ‘e . 215
28 | Kishangath " . . 5
29 | Babah &
30 | Haidon . . 220




{0 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

[Minister for Revenue.]

(27T FEr., 1939.

Name of Tahsil. B;Tr;al Nawe of village. Amount.
Ra.
Samrala TaRsil— 81 | Chupki e . o 105
: goneluded.
Act XTI'of 1884 for pur- | 32 | Mahaua .. , . 340
chase of fodder—ooncid.
33 | Malakpur . i5
34 | Buthgarh Ve e 3715
35 | Majri ) , 150-
38 | Dadheri . - 30-
37 | Lohar Mazra " . . (LIS
38 | Gandhwan . - . 60
39 | Rupa . . 100
40 | Mohanpur . . 356
41 | Naringath . 35.
42 | Bhari o 35-
43 | Jalapur e 20
44 | Gagar Dﬁma e . \ 105
45 | Kotls Ajner ‘e . . 15
46 | Harbanspura 40
47 | Purba . . 60
48 | Baghaur . . -
49 | Fatehgarh Niwan . 295
50 | Khanoa Kalsn .. .- . o6
&1 | Ismailpor . 1o
&2 | Kot Sekhon . . . 60
63 | Ratan Heri ‘e . 310
Total 7,780
Ra.
Sgmrals T'aksil—concld, 81 | Gharkhan . ‘. 800
Aok XIX of 18883 for wells 55 | Bija . . 300
Total 600




UNSTARREP QUERTIONS AND ANSWERS, 1¥

FREB MICROSCOPICAL EXAMINATION OF SPUTA OF TUBERCULAR PATIENTS.

. 666. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state whether arrangements exist for the freemicros.
copical examination of sputa of patients suffering or suspected to be suffering
from tuberculosis at any Government hospitals and dispensaries situated
in the Punjab on the recommendations of registered medical practitioners.
nearest to their places of practice ; if none so far, whether the Government
-propose to take any such steps in thig direetion to combat this foll disease
88 a part of their anti-tuberculosis eampaign ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: The necessaty _facilities for
sputum examinations exist at all district headquarters hospitals in the-
province and at some tahsil headquarters hospitals, A proposal that such .
examinations should be carried out free in the case of patients who are certi--
fied by a private doetor in attendance to be indigent is at present under
consideration, .

SYSTEM OF COMPARTMENT FOR PLUCKED CANDIDATRS IN
UNIVERSIT'Y EXAMINATIONS.

667. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state—

(@) the names of different examinations of the University of the Punjab-
where arrangements for the system of compartment have al-
ready been made for piucked candidates in cagse of their
having fulfilled requisite conditions and the names of those-
examinations for which these facilities have not yet been possible
of having been afforded ; '

(b) the objections or difficulties which stand in the way of providing
the same facilities in the case of the latter class of examinations.
88 have been provided in the case of the former elass of examina-
tions '

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : I regret that the answer to the
question iz not ready. :

BEDUCED GRANTS-IN-AID TO BCHOOLS.

668. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be plessed to state whether it is a fact that reduced grant-in-aid
is being given to Government recognised and aided schools in case of their
having had untrained teachers or incommodious buildings ; if so, whether
the same principle applies to local bodies in the calculation of their educa-
tional grant-in-aid ont of provincial funds ? '

‘The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : Attention of the honourablp
member is invited to the rules in Chapter III, Punjab Education Code,
eleventh edition (Reprints 1952 and 1984) (Articles 62 (c) and (e), 69 (¢) and
88 .(b). The provisions of these rules are equally applicable to both the
privately managed and local body schools. : :
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‘REPRESENTATION OF NON-AGRIOULTURISTE IN DisTrier Boirps
IN AMBALA DIvision,

669. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of
Public Works be pleased to state whether it is a fact that statutory agricul-
farists number more at present than non-agriculturists among elected mem-
bers of all the district boards of the Ambala division ; if g0, the names of
districts in the said division in the district boards of which balance between
representatives of different interesis is being maintained by nominations ?

The Honourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan
Tiwana : Government have no information as to the number of statutory
agriculturists amongst the elected members of the district boards in the

 Ambala division though the figures could be collected if the honourable
member wishes to know them. As regards the last part of his guestion,
I wounld inform the honourable member that Government use their power
of notination in order to secure the necessary halance not as between agri
culterists and non-agriculturisis, but between the adherents of the different

religions,

ACCEPTANCE OF ENTERTAINMENTS Y (JOVERNMENT OFFIOERE ON
TOUR.

670. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Premier
‘be pleased to state—

() whether Government officers are authorised to accept entertain-
menta from their subordinate officials when they are on
tour or whether they are required o report to their higher
officers the circumstances under which these entertainments
had to be aceepted by them ;

{b) whether there are any instructions issued by Government to
Government officers and their subordinates on the subject ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat<Khan: (a) Reply to
the first part is in the negative and the second part therefore does not arise.

(b) General instructions on the subject of accepting entertainments are
<contained in rule 4 of the Government Servants’ Conduct Bules which were
amplified in o press communiqué issued by the present Government on the
4th May, 1987. Copies of both of these papers are laid on the table. There
are no separate rules regarding entertainment by subordinates.

Preag Communigné,

Tax following communigud is ismed for the information of the genersl public:—

The Qovernmeni Servants' Conduct Rules lay down that s Government servant shall not,
£z with the previous sanction of Government, attend any public meetings or entertainment.
held in his bonour, This is the general rale : but at the same timms, subject to the provisions
of any general or special order of Government, & Government servant may attend a faveweld
entertainment of s substantially private and informal character held as 5 mark of regard to
himself on the oceasion of his retirement or departure from o district or station. In 1827 Gov-
arpment issued a ial order on the subject, and directed that no Government servant could
attond any famweﬁ entertainment held as & mark of regard to himself, onless the previoua
ssnction of Commissioner or Head of the Department had boen obtained for the holding of the
antertainment.
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3. The poaltion, therefore, is as follows :— o
The ibition against & Government servant attending suy publio entertainment:
Pri‘:lhlhjs honeour is abeclute. Government jteelf, and not & Commissioner or
Head of Department can grant exemption from thia prohibition. Further s
Government servant may not attend any farewell entertainment held as & mark
of regard to himself, whatever ita nature may be, without the previous sanction

of his Commissioner or the Head of his Department.

8, There have been oceasions lately when (Jovernment hee granted e:emFtion from. the
1prohibition sgaingt public entertainments, Theposition has been ully revigwed,
{ public parties are occasionally permitted, the rvesult is that when permission is refused, ib is.
taken oot ondy as & elight on the Government servant concerned bat aa an aFront to tha would.
be hoets. Gowernment does not wish to be pnt in the position of being accused of either uh%ht.i.ng
§ta officials or of affronting members of the public, and, on the other hand, has no intention of
ﬂving general permission for public entertainments in honour of its servanta, It has, therefore,
decided that a9 & matter of practice the sanciion of Govemment will not be given to Gov-
emment earvants to attend public antertainments in their honour. Tequests by -Government
servanis for permission to altend an entertainment in their hononr which is not a puklie
entectainment, will, aa formerly, be made o the Commissioner or the Head of the Dopartment.
The decision of the Commissioner or the Head of the Department will be final, and Government.
will not {nterfore.

LABORE + E J. D. PENNY,

Dated 4th May, 1937, Chief Secretary io Government, Punjal.

Rule 4 of Government _Semants’ Conduct Rules, 1985.

4. Public demonatrations in honour of Government gervants—
(1} Save as otherwise provided in this rule, no Government servant shall, except with the
previous zanction of the Local Government—
{4) reccive soy complimentary or valedictory address, accept any testimonial or
© " attend suy public meeting or entertainment held in his bonour ; or
{#) sake part in the presentation of a complimentary or veledictory address or of &
testimonial to any other Goverument servant or to any pereon who hae recently
quitted the service of Government, or attend 8 publie meeting or entertainment.
beld in honour of such other (Governmeni servant or pecson. -,
- (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (1) +— ’
~ {a) s Chief Commissioner may receive an address; _
{3} & Government servant may at the regueat of auy public body ait for & portrait,
bust or statae not intended for presentation to him ;
{¢) subject fo the provisione of any genersl or special order of the Laeal Government,
& Government servant may take part in the raising of o fund to be expended,
. in recognition of the servicea of any other Government servant or of & person
who has recenily quitted the service of Government, on the foundation of a
acholarahip or on any other public or charitable object or on the execution
of any portralu, bust or stabue not intended for presentation to such other
Governittent gervant or person : _
Prondt;d niahat no Government servant shall. solicit any sabecription in aid of such
and § g -
{#} subject to the provisions of any general or apecial order of the Local Government.
. & (fovernment servant may attend a forowell entertaininent of s substentially
private and informal chavactér held as & mark of regard to himeelf or o any

other Government servant, or to & rgerm:m who hse recently quitted the sarviee-
of Glovernment, on the ocoasion of the retirement from the service or 4

from & distriet or station of himself or such other Government servant or:
person.

-
.

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS TRAINER IN Frmsr AIp.

671. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state the percentage of students of high clasaes.
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having had training in First Aid both in Government and non-Government
schools during the last finaneial year in different educational divisions of the
Punjab and whether any steps are intended to be taken to increase the per-
-centage ? .

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: I regret I cannot supply the
information desired by the honourable member as the collection thereof
will entail enormous time and labour which will be incormmensurate with any
advantage which could be derived therefrom.

METER RENT AND ELECTRIC RATES OF AMBALA BLECTRIC SurrLy
CoORPORATION,

672. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta ; Will the Honourable Minister of
Public Works be pleased to state whether Government are aware of the re
presentation made by the Ambala Cantonment Electricity Consumers’
Association to the Ambala BElectrie Supply Corporation demanding reduction
in meter rent and electric rates ; if so, what steps do Government propose
to take in the matter to help these consumers to have their demands met ?

The Honourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan
Tiwana : Yes. The Ambaju Cantonment Electric Licence, 1935, was
granted on 24th April, 1935, Under clause XI of the Schedule to the Indian
Electricity Act, 1910, the Provineial Government connot alter the maximg
rates fixed by the licence till the expiry of 7 years from that date.

REPREIENTATION oF MusriMs aMoNe OFFIcIAL RECEIvERs AND FuBLIc
PROSECUTORS.
673. Mian Abhdul Rab: Will the Honourable Minister of Finance
ho pleased to state— .
(a) the number of official receivers and public prosecutors, communi-
ty-wise, at present working in the Punjab ;

(b) whether it is a fact that the Muslims are under-represented in
these posts ; if 80, the action that the Governmeni propose
to take to remedy the grievances of the Muslims in the matter ¢

The Honourable My, Manohar Lal : (@) (i) Official Receivers—
Hindus .. .. .. .. 12
Muslims .- e . .. 12
Othera 1. . a

{Three appointments are at present vacant. The above figures
do not include the Official Receiver for insolvency cases in the
High Court, who is & Maslim.)

{is) Public Proseculors—

Hindus ‘e . Ca . 12
M'Ilﬂlims L . L .. 13
Others .- e . . 6

@ No.
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PUBLI0 CONTRIBUTION FOL THE SALARY OF PUNJABI TEACHER FbR ¢KB
: : poacoL AT DoMELL.

674, Sardar Uttam Singh Duggal : Will the Honourable Minister
of fducation be pleased to state what action has been talen or is intanded
to be taken by him on the application submitted to him recently by the
residents of Domeli in Jhelum not to burden them once again with the
payment of the amount of Rs, 800 demanded by the said District Board to
meet the salary of the teacher of Punjabi appointed since June, 1988, on
the representation of the people of that village to teach Punjabi in the
gchool at Domeli under the control of the said District Board ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: A petition from the President
Singh Sabha, Domeli, was received and forwarded to the Inspector of Schools, -
Rawalpindi division, for disposal. Government is not directly concerned
with the introduction of subjects in local body schools.

Facruiry 20 J. V. TRAINED TEACHERS TO APPEAR AT THR 8. V. EXaMINA-
: TION.

675. Rai Sahib Lala Sohan Lal : Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to state whether it is a fact that woder circular
No. 97502-X., dated 18th Decomber, 1985, imsued by the Director of
Public Instraction, Punjab, J. V. trained teachers have been deprived
of the facility which they enjoyed previously of appearing at the 8. V.
examination privately ; if so, the reasons for so depriving the J. V.
trained teachers of that facility ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : No.

PARTIOULARS ABOUT ORRTAIN PRIVATE AND AIDED QOLLEGES IN THB
: Puraap,

676, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Honourable Minister
-of Edacation ba pleased to place on the table of the House a statement
regarding G. N. Khalsa College, Gujranwala, Khalsa Intermediate College,
Lyeallpur, D. M. College, Moga, D. A. V. College, Hoshiarpur, D. A. V. College,
Lahors, Islamia College, Lahore, 8. D. College, Lahore, D. £. V. College,
Jullundur, R..8. College, Ferozepors, V. B. College, Dora Ismail Khan,
Hindu College, Amritsar, and 8. A. V. Collage, Rawalpindi, separately for
ench of the years 1935, 1936 and 1987 :— : :

(4) the approximate number of students in the ninth, tenth, first year,
and second year classes ; : -

(#) the approximate income from fees ; :

(#49) the approximate figare of salary paid as recurring charges to the
stall ; -

(t%)- the approzimato partisulars of investment of endewment - fund
on mortgage, fixed daposit in bamks, investment in Government
papers or otherwise with rate of interest received and approxi-
Mabe income frm eabli fiode of investtaont f0F vach of these
yoars ; '
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(t) the approximate amount of recurring grant or donation received
in each year separately from any municipal committee, dia-
lériat hoard, or from the Local Government or any Indian

tato ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: I regret I am unable to supply
the information desired by the honourable member as the collection thereof

would impose an unnecessary strain on the University Office which will be
ontirely incommensurate with any advantage which may accrue therefrom.

CompLaINT BY KaNaRYA LAL oF VILLAGR PUGTEALA AGAINST PAYMENT
OF LAND REVENUE.

677. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the Honourable Minister
of Revenue be ploased to state—

(@) whother the Executive Engineer, Canals, Delhi Division, received
a representation from one Kanahya Lal of village Pugthala
(Sonipat) in the 1st week of June, 1938, to the offect that he
did not get any canal water for the last so many years for hia
lands and yet he was required to pay land revenue every year
according to rates fixed for commanded ares ; if so, the action
taken on that representation ;

(b) whether it is also a fact that he further represented the same griev-
ance to the Commissioner, Ambala Division, in the month of
December, 1938 ; if so, the action taken thereon ?

The Honourable D1, Sir Sundar Singh Majithia: (a) Yes, an
application was received requesting transfer of certain area from the Tail of
Naraina Distributary to the head reach of Rohtak Distributary on the ground
of insufficient supply. Irrigation of this srea has steadily improved in
recent years ag will appear from the figures given below :—

Permissible. 200 acres.

. Acres,
1988-34 (irrigated) . . . 10
108485, L . .. 82
1985-36 " .. L. .. 100
1936-37 " ce .. 101
1987-38 T . .. 164

“Proposals for further improvement in order to bring irrigation up to the
permissible limit are, however, under consideration by the Canal Department.

(b) - No .sueh.represehtatidn ai)pea,rs to hﬁve_i boen received in the office
of the Commissioner, Ambala division.
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AUMISSION OF STUDENTS OF UNBECQGNISED SCHQOLS JNTO REGOGNISED

Pyl .

BOHOOLS.

678. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Honourable Minisiesr
for Education be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that under the Education Code the head mastexs
of recognised schools admit students of unrecognised schools
after test into the classes for which they are found fit ;

(v} how many students of unrecognised schools were admitted by the
Head Master of the Hindu Public High School, Rupar, from 18t
April, 1986, t¢ 30th June, 1938, with the names of boys amd
schools :

(¢} whether it is a fact that some boys were admitted into the class
for whioch they were considered fit and some boys were admitied
into & lower class one for which they were found fit by the order
of the Inspector of Schools, Ambala division ; if so, why and
under what authority—

{7} will the Government stop this practice in future ;

{#%) whether the Government proposes to make amends for
this injustice and take steps to stop this practice in fature ;
{d) whether he would be pleased to lay on the table of the Honse a
copy of the application of the parents of students who have been
admitted into lower classes with the decision of the Govem-
ment thereon 7

. ‘The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : I regret that the answer to the
question is not yet ready.

REPRESENTATION BRY ZAMINDARS OF VILLAGE BaHo, nigrricr RouTax.

679, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Honourable Minister
of Revenue be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the zamin-
dars of village Baho Akbarpur, district Rohtak, represented to the Depaty
Commissioner, Rohtak, on 1st Deoember, 1998, and 20th Decomber, 1988,
to grant them tascavi loan for fodder, and arrange for best work ; if so, the
action taken on their representation ?

The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia: Yes. The vil.
lagers applied for taceavi, which will be given if and when necessary. But
the village is situated in a canal irrigated tract, and does not appear to require
urgent relief st present.

REPRRSENTATION BY ZAMINDARA OF ViLLAcE UMBAN, DISTRIOT
Hisgan. -

680. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the Honourable Minister of
Revanue be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the zamin-
dars of village Umrsh, taheil Hansi, distriet Hissar, sent a representation
stating their grievances about the distribution of taceavi of fodder to the
Deputy Commissioner, Hissar, on 24th December, 1988 ; if so, the action
taken thereon ? '

g
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" “The Honourable Dr. Six Sundar Singh Majithia: No such repre-
sentation was received by the Deputy Commissioner, Hissar, from the gamig-
dars of village Umrah. ' .

Fodder taceavi has, however, been given to the zamindars of that village
from the 23rd December, 1938.

QUESTION HOUL.

... Premiexr (The Hounourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khavy: 1 have
three forms! mutions to make. The first is— *

That there be no atarred questions at to-day’s sitbing of the Assembiy.
1 might add that iy honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition,
has suggested to me that we should not take up to-day adjournment motions
either. 1 am perfectly willing to accommodate hitn. That would mean
that the adjournment motions which were to be moved to-day will be taken
up for consideration on the next working day of the Assembly.

Mr. Speake]:; Motion moved is—

That there be no starred questions at to-day’s eitting of the Assembly.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : [t is an established convention in all the
legisiatures that no other business is transacted on the day the Budget is
presented, and therefore, 1 think, it would be a healthy econvention not to
have questions to-day. ,

As for the adjournment motions, I would say that if we are not taking
them up to-day, then they should not be ruled out of order on the ground of
their not being recent when they are brought up at the next meeting.

Mz, Speaker: The question is—
That thers be no starred questions sb to-day’s sitting of the Amembly.
The motion was carried.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY.

Premier (The Honourable Mejor Sir Sikander Hyat Khan): Before
1 muve my second motion, I should like to point out that so for as the
convention to which my honourable friend has referred is concerned, we have
already decided to set up that convenmtion, and a suitable rule has been
incorporated in the Governor's Rules which when promulgated will achieve
the object which we both have in view. My second motion is— '

That thlgséﬁaembly at ita riaing this day be adjourned till Monday, the 13th March,

The motion was corried.
MEETINGS ON WEDNESDAYS.

Premier (The Honourable Major 8ir Sikander Hyat-Khan): My third
otion is— . _

That the Assembiy shnll meet on Wednesdaya, the 5th, 12th and 19th April and tha«t
the hours of sitting on those daya be from 12 noon {0 4-30 P. - .

The motton wes corried,
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SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1938-99. -

Minister for Finance (The Honomable Mr, Manchar Lal): 1 begt«o
‘present the Supplementary Estimates ($rd Instalment) for the year 1988-80.
The demands therein are made on the recommendation of the Governor.

"APPROPRIATION AND FINANCE ACCOUNITS, 19387-88.

. Minister for Finance: Asrequired by section 189 of the Govern~
ment of India Act, 1985, I lay on the table the Appropriation. Aeconnts,
1987-38 and the report of the Anditor-General of India thereon, and the
Finance Accounts, 1937-38 and the report of the Auditor-General of India
‘thereon,

Diwan Chamaan Lall (Kast Punjab, Non-Union Labour) : May I
-ask my friand whether the Government is willing to grant & day .for the
diseussion of the report of the Anditor-General, in case the Hounse desires to
a0 80 ? : C

Premier : If my friend, after he has read the report, considers that a
discussion is necessary, he might speak to me snd we can then discuss the
-guestion of finding time for the purpose. '

BUDGET. -

Minister for Finance {Honourablo Mr. Manohar Lal): The only
-art of the prophet that a Finance Minister may practise is to make his asti-
mates with serupulous caution and minate attention to detail. Bui his
forecasts, particulazly in an agricultural province where both revenues and
-expenditure depend largely on nature's vagaries, are apt to be unexpectedly
disturbed. Finances arranged with the utmost prudence and planned with
meticulous regard for stability may be dislocated by hailstorm or drought
.or other visitations of unkindly nature. In the circumstances a provincisl
government can, during any given year or run of years, only hope in humility
and prayer that its finances will remain unscathed. As these disasters
are, however, far from exceptional or of infrequent ocourrence, proper snd
well-caleulated provision has to be made bagsed over a spread of years to
withstand their worst effects. The duty is also cast upon a provincial
government of exercising the most vigorous vigilance in husbanding the
resources of the province and of studying every possible method of securing
immunity for its people from the ever possible menace of natural calamity.
Thiy is government's paramount duty. Judged thus, I trus} that the wateh-
fulness and foresight of the Ministry to-day will commend itself to the whols.
hearted approval of this Assembly and of the province whose welfare it is
the prime obligation of this Assembly to safeguard. The requirements of
exigent finance have been fully respected and the principles of sound finance
gtrictly observed. In the year’s working farnine has caused much ungvoidable
-diglocation, and the next year’s estimates are affected by this calamity even
_ in a greater measure. But heroic efforts have been made to alleviate immedi-
ate distress, and plans have boen matured to obviate its rigours in the
future. I rise to-day to make my statement in the happy consciousness of
theso efforts and these plans. .

_In my statement, I propose to avoid detail, because this is gathered
-easily in the Explanatory Memorandurm of the Finance Secretary, but ] am

(4]
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also anxious to-day %o be as simple and brief as possible for it is thus alone

that honoursble members can form a sure and intelligible picture of our
T must address myself now, according to established usage, to accounts
and estimatés of the three years with which we are particularly concerned—
the year 1937-88 for which final accounts are now available, the eurrent
year, 1988-89, for which revised estimotes can now be exhibited, and the
next financial year, 1989-40, for which the budget is to be presented.

1937-38.

The revenno accounts show a realized surplus of Ra. 32 lakhs (82-28
lakhs to be more precise). When the budget for the year was presentod,
the estimates showed only a small revenue surplus of Ra. 172 lakhs. It
will be within the recollection of the honourable members that the year
started with a most disastrous hailstorm in several parts of the province
and large revenue remissions and other relief to the agriculturists were provid-
od by the Government, on the very first day of their entering upon office,
in a strikingly courageous manner and with unprecedented rapidity, while
verv substantial additions were made to expenditure on beneficent depart-
ments at the same time. It was caleulated at the time that the two
operations involved a sum of nearly Rs. fifty lakhs. But as the year pro-
gressed a welcome surplus came into sight, and at the time of the presenta-
fion of the current year’s budget when revised figures were availlable for
1987-88 the position had so far improved that the surplus could be estimated
at Re. 50 lakhs in the revenue accounts. The total surplus estimated was
Fs. 61 lakhs composed of our revenue surplus of RBs. 50 lakhs and the Gov-
ernment of India contribution of Rs. 11-04 lakhs. Eventually the actual
payment by the Government of India was only Rs. ten lakhs. This large
surplus was in the main transferred to the extent of Rs. 55 lakhs to that
Bpecial Development Fund which constituted a significant feature of our last
budget as it strengthened the true foundations of a comprehensive programme
of beneficent activity in the counirysido.

Before the accounts closed, the position had so far further improved
that the revised surplus of Rs. 6 lakhs, after making a provision for the big
Special Development Fund within the year resulted in an actual surplus
of Rs. 32 lakhs. In one word in the year 1937-88 our finances were in a
most prosperans condition. Liberal provisions were made for beneficent
departments registering an advance of over Rs. 21 lakhs on the previous
yoar, a big fund was created for initiating 8 policy of development and
veconstruction, and withal a large revenue surplus of Rs. 32 lakhs was
realised. This takes no account of the Extraordinary Receipts of Rs. 80
lakhs against which there was a capital expenditure of only a little over
Rs. 11 lakhs. The total improvement was thus of Ra. 51 lakhs. I venture
to affirm that given normal conditions of rainfall and water supplies in cur
canals, this particular year’s working represents a fairly true present position
of our provincial finances. :

1938-39.

When the budget was presented last year, we provided a small revenue
surplus of a little over Rs. 5 lakhs. This did not include the amount of
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Rs. 12 lakhs o be received from the Government of India. : ‘16 therefore,
nothing -exceptional had happened daring the year, the rovised: estimates
would to-day have shown a surplus of Rs. 17 lakhs; On the other hand,
these eatimates actnally show a deficit of Rs. 27 lakhs. In the understanding
of this disparity lies the seeret of the understanding of pur finances during
.the current year. It will be within the reeollectiom of honowrable members
that they have already agreed to considerable additional expenditure as
ligg;ained in the two Supplementary Estimates of June and November,

The following are some of the more important entirely now items in the
Supplementary Estimates as now revised :— '

Lakhs.
BECEN Ra.
(1) Forests—Final payment in connection with the
§ acquisition of complete rights in the Jallo Rosin '
and Turpeniine Facfory .. . 8-89
(2) Order Polico—refund of excess recovery made in -
1987-88 .. . et e 1000
(8) Decrease in the amount recoverable under Order
Police .. . o 1-18
(4) Guarsntes to the North-Western Railway for the
Kangra Valley and 8hahdara-Narowal Railways 4-20
{This last exceptional item resnlted from certain changes .
in accounting procedurs) ' :

(5) Grant to the Lahore Municipal Committee .o 8:00

{6) Grant to the Lahore Improvement Trust .’ -25

(7) Survey of Liahore urban aress ne . 67

(8) Legislative Assembly . . ‘- 1-42

November Supplementary .. 75,000
Revised Estimate . 52,000
Additional .. 15,000 not included
. . _in the re.
. vised.

(9) Waterlogging invesbigations . .. 1-00
(10) Gurgaon Settlement .. .. - -%4
(11) Karol Tube-wells . e - 32

Total e 17-22

These iters are entirely distinet from expenditure dua to famine. They
could not be anticipated at the time of the presentation of the budget a8
decigions with regard to them were not resched till sabsequently. It is
farther necessary bo bear in mind that the major part of these items constitate
exceptional expenditure of & wholly non-recurring nature and jt wag unfor-
tanate that the expenditure was forced upon us ip a year of acute distress
ond ietonse famine in a large part of the provinge, - .. = .
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I must now refer to the effect of the famine conditions in a laxge part
of the sonth-eastern Panjeb and particularly-in the Hissar distriet on the-
year's finances, It will be remoembored that the winter rains in 1937 were-
defective in the extreme in the Hissar and Gurgaon districts, the monsoon
of 1938 in that part of the province failed almost completely, and there-.
has been a total absonce of winter raine in 1938 and in the early part of this
year though a litile vain has fallen during the last few days. Such a conbi--
nued failure of rains in a part of the province dependent almost entirely
on rains began to show itself in fodder scarcity early in 1988, and as the
year advanced provision for the supply of fodder and the opening of Test.
Works for the rolief of famine stricken people had to be undertaken on an
extensive seale, till, towards the close of the year, Hissar had to be declared
to be & famine area, thongh in spite of scarcity conditions Grugaon, Rohtak
and Karnal have escaped from the extreme disastrous conditions technically
go described. ' '

During the year the revised estimate for direct expenditure because of
famine and searcity conditions amounts to Rs, 25 -44 lakhs and to this has
to be added a sum of Bs. 13 lakhs in the Veterinary Departmont for the
purchage of fodder for the Hissar Cattle Farm due entirely to famiue, making:
an aggregate of Rs. 27 -19 lakhs (Hissar’s responsibility is the largest being -
over Re. 19 lakhs), This is s regards diveet expenditvre. But the famine
has been responsible for a ceusiderable loss in Jand revenue aml Abiuna
charges. Suspensions of land revenue amount to Rs. 24-86 lakhs (Rabi
Rs. 4-18 lakhs and Kharif Rs. 20 73 lakhs), while remissions of land revenue
in the famine districts amount to Rs. 7-41 lakhs (Rabi Rs. 361 lakhs and
Kharit Rs. 1-80 lakhs). In other words, suspensions and remissions in
the four districts of Hissar, Rohtak, Gurgaon and Karnal amount to no less.
& sum than Ré. 82 97 lakhs in the year 1938-39. If we take into account
the fact that normal suspensions and remissions in these districts apart
from famine estimated on the basis of an average of the last four years
would be Rs. 14 lakhs, it follows that Rs. 18 -27 lakhs is the dircet loss in
land revenue caused by famine. To this we have to add the loss during:
the year of water retes in thece districts amounting to Rs. 11 lakhs and
as the average remission ip waler rate is only about two-thirds of a lakh
per antum, famine is responsible for a loss of no less than Rs. 10 lakhs,.
The total loss then in land revenue and water rates directly resulting from
famine during the year under consideration is Rs. 28 lakhs. The famine
thus has caused a deterioration in the year's finances of no less a sum than
Rs. 55 lakhs—Ra. 97 19 lakhs it direct expenditare and Rs. 28 lakhs in loss
in land revenue and water rate. As a part of the famine expenditure was
met by & transfer from the Famine Refief Fund, completely exhaueting the
Fund of Rs. 9 lakhs beyond the normal amount provided in the budget,
the net total effect on the finances of the year is Rs. 46 lakhs. As against
this, the deficit in the revised estimate is Rs. 27 lakhs. If famine conditiong.
bad not bbtained, the year’s working would have shown instead of a deficit
of Re. 27 lakhs a surpius of Rs. 19 lakhs and the Famive Relief Fund would.
have also remained intact. It is important to bear this i mind to judge
of ‘our normal financial position. We would have been able to meet the.
whole of the additionsl expenditure, of which some major portions were set:
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forth in our supplementaries, and yet would have had a revenue surplus of
Rs. 19 lakhs bui for the famine. I have not referred to theindirect de-

. terioration which our finances suffered because of the famine. That is
bound to happen in a variety of ways where scarcity conditions obtain and
trade and commerce suffer.

Grave as the effects of the famine on the year’s working have been,
honourable members would note that we have in our extraordinary receipts
a plus item of over Rs. 21 lakhs as against which there i3 no expenditure
in the revised estimates. As these extraordinary receipts are Kept- distincb
only for certain techniegl accounting purposes but are otherwise really a part
of the revenues of the province, the final result on our balances is to cause
a loss of only Rs, 6 lakhs.

For a eorrect appreciation of the financial position during the year it
ig also necessary to note that there are certain other items of substantial
expenditure, to which no reference has hitherto been made, and this s
expenditure which was not in the original budget, and provision for this
expenditure had to be made in the Supplementary Estimates. These
constitute an aggregate of about Rs. 16 lakhs., The major items in these
gre gome of those in the Supplementary Estimates presented earlier in the

ay :

. ( Approximalely).
Rs. (Iakhs).
(1) Interest on Debt and other obligations .. 4
(2) Buperannuation Allowances, ete. . i
(8) Administration of Justice .. . 2%
(4) General Aduministration exeluding eertain aceount-
ing transfers .. .. .- i}
{5) Medical L . .. 3
Total .. 124

These could not be piovided for in the budget, because they could not
be anticipated with any certainty, though several of them unlike those which
I mentioned earlier are of recurring nature,

To sum up : The year 1938-39 but for the famine would have yielded a
surplus of Rs. 19 lakhs even after mesting large expenditure of » wholly
non-recurring and exceptional nature amounting to no less than Rs. 18
lakhs. If this expenditure had not to be incurred during the year, and it

" has been incurred once for all our surplus would have been Rs. 85 lakhs
{and this again is apart from the saving in extraordinary receipte of Bs. 21
lakhs) and our Famine Relief Fund would have remained intact.

o 1939-40. _ _
. - An examination of the financial position during the years 1987-35 and
1988-89 establishes beyond all doubt the essential soundness of our finances.
On the working of the two years taken together, there is a large real surplug
but even taking the yeor 1938-89 by itself across which lies the heavy shadow
of an scute famine of immense magnjtude, -there is no deficil that pped
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trouble us if we also take extraordinary receipts into cousideration ; and
such deficit as is there on merely revenue account is more than explairied »
by abnormal and heavy famine expenditurs, in spite of much exceptional
and non-recurring expenditure provided since the budget, there would have
been a substantial surplus but for the famine.

- Now I come to the year 1989-40 for which the budget iz heing presented
to-day. The total estimated revenue receipts are Rs. 11,67 lakhs and
expenditure Ba, 11,96 lakhs providing for a deficit of Re. 20lakhs, Ascan
be easily foreseen, this deficit is entirely due to famine, which again dominates
the finances of the yeat. It is estimated that the direct expenditure on famine
would be Rs. 88 -85 lakhs including Rs. 14 lakhs in the Veterinary budget
for the purchase of fodder for the Hissar Cattle Farm. Of this expenditure,
as in the previous year, the major portion (Rs. 294 lakhs) is on account of
Hissar alone, It ia difficult to estimate exactly the Likely loss in land revenue
and in Abiana, because the data for sach estimation ave not fully available.
There is yet a possibility of some relief if winter raing come, and ample
" monsoon during the year 1939 may change the whole aspect of the situation.
But even on an optimistic basis and assuming that the Kharif of 1939 will
be norma)l, suspensions, and remissions in land revenue are likely to be noé
less than Rs. 16 lakhs, and allowing for a normal Rabi suspension (Rs. 5
lakhs) the estimated lossis Bs. 11 lakhs, while remissions of Abiana are likely
‘to cost Be. 5 lakhs. The tofal effect of famine in 1989-40 is thus RBs. 55
lakhe—Ra. 88 +85 in direct expenditure and Rs. 16 lakhs in reduced revenue—
as against a budgeted deficit of Rs. 29 lakhs: but for the famine there
would have been no deficit at all, and under normal conditions a surplus
of Rs. 26 lakhs may have been expected. And, we must remember that
even as it is the extraordinary receipts during the year are estimated at
Bs. 85 lakhs with no corresponding expenditure and therefore the real offect
of the year's working on our financial position ig not in any minus direction.
Taking the normal revenue receipts and the extraordinary receipis techni-
cally so called together there would on the present estimates be actually a
surplus of Re. 6lakhs, This establishes the essential soundness of our financial

ition. While it is necessary to study every possmble economy, and I
fuight intimate to the House that this has been kept very strietly in view in
estimating expenditure during the year, and busbanding our resources to
the fullest possible extent, there iz no occasion to be disturbed about our
Bneancial position.

T do not propose to compare variations in the budget estimate from the
revised figures of the current yesar as these have been duly exhibited in the
Explanatory Memorandum of the Finance Secretary. No noticeable varia-
tions of any particular significance exist. There is a fall in our net Irrigation
receipts in spite of the fact that working expenses are being steadily reduged,
There is a slight-increaso in net land rovenue, because we are proceeding
on the hasis of normal Kharif in 19389 ; further unlike the budget estimates
of the curvent year we have already included & sum of Rs. 18§ lakhs as a
sontribution from the Government of India eonstituting an increase of
R4, 1} lakhs on the revised figures. A charaoteristio of our revenne in recent
yaars hos been a steady deeline in our incoms from Btamps.  Fhis is & fenture
whi¢h seems to have come to stay.
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It is necessary further to refer only to an increase on the receipt side of
Rs. 8 lakhs under Benoficont Dapartments due mainly to alarger ;
from the Special Development Fund. The increase under Civil Works 12
agcounted for by a bigger contribution from the Central Read Davelopment
Tund, but a significant item to which particular sttention must be drawn
_is under Other Taxes and Duties, where sn increase of Re. 64 lakhs is regis-
tered. This is due entirely to the proposed duty on motor spirits and
labricants. This is & measure to sacure permanent addition to our revenues
and is in sceordance with similar measures in other provinces. I might
intimate to honourable members that we have in contemplation a number
of other additional sources of revenue but they are still at the stage of
exsmination. The main principles in regard to them that wilt have to be
borne in view will be to secure as far as possible equity and equality in the
burden of taxation. :

The increase in the Provincial Bxcise is a result of enhancement in the
isene prices of excise opinm and the levy of a transport pass fee on Charas.
On the other side, there is a decrease due to the Famine Relief Fund having
been exhausted, there is a conssquent absence of any transfer from the fund.
There s also a decrease on account of smaller investments in treasury hills.
In this connection o reference may be made with justifiable pride thab the
Finance Department itself was yesponsible during the year 1988-39 for an
income of Rs. 1-42 lakhs by eareful short period investments of all available
money not required for the immediate needs of the province. The Finante
Department is not an earning depsrtment and yot it has been able to add e
small quota to the year's revenues. (Hear, hear.)

On the expenditare side a reference to the Explanatory Memorandum
would show that while there is a fall of Re. 5} lakhs under Civil Adminis-
tration and Rs. 7-89 lakhs under Civil Works, the two main items of increase
are Famine {(Rs. 14 lakhs) and Beneficent Departments (Bs. 17 lakhs).
It is not necessary to comment on the unfortunate increase under Famine,
but honourable members would note with pleasuxe that under the Beneficent
Departments & most gratifying further increase is provided, and the total
expenditure now stands at the very considerablo figure of Rs. 8,44 lakhs.
'This is a higher figure than ever attained in the past and that gnch a laxge
increase on the budgeted provision of 1938-39 iz being made in a year of
grave seareity, when direct famine expenditure stands at the huge figure of
Re. 89 lakhs, and when famine is further bound to cause a big loss in revenuse,
is & striking proof ef the real solicitude of your Ministry for the welfare of the
people. The advance on the previous year is in every single branch of
beneficent activity whether Education, Medieal and Public Health, Agri-
caiture, Veterinary, Co-operation oxr Industries. The Schedule of New
Expenditare which had to be devised with particular care in view of famine
conditions was conceived in a most libersl spirit so far as these departments
are concerned. Under ¢ Education ’ while there is enlargoment of activity
in several directions attention eontinues particularly to be focussed on the
expansion of gitls’ edueation. Large provision is made for new schools—
three new middle sehools and 180 new primary schools are to be opened

.and additiona] staff for many of the existing schools has been provided
Arrengements for the training of women teachers are also being extended’
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Grants for vernacular education bave substantially increased, and a start
in attacking the problem of illiteracy definitely made. In some parts of the
province, perticularly in the Multan Division, noticeable work in the cam-
paign against illiteracy appears to be already done. Plans also for raising
the standard of at least one school in each tahsil to furnish a model for other
_gchools have been carried a stage further. Under ‘ Medical’ there is an
increase in the staff of qualified women doctors, and the Hospital for Women
at Hazro is to be provincialised. Three Tahsil headquarters hospitals are
also to be taken over by Government and placed on 2 satisfactory basis.
Due to the philanthropy of & donor at Lahore & Radinm Institute, a very
_necescary adjunet to  therapeutic establishment, is to be opened. (Hear,
hear.) Several fresh schemes for more extensive modical aid are conter-
plated, such as opening subyidized dispensaries in rural areas and the
employment of part-time private practitioners, as also a scheme for making
pure quinine available in rural and urban areas. Public Health continues
to enagage the special attention of the Ministry, and in the new expendi-
ture a provision of Rs. 5 lakhs has been made for sanitary schemes. Bchemies
for the improvement of drinking water supply have received particular
attention, and & sum of Rs. 10,000 has been specially earmarked for wells
for Scheduled Castes, Afiention is also to be invited to the fact that arrange-
ments for drainage and paving of streets in 286 villages are also to be made.
Under ¢ Agriculture’ the work of demonstraiion is to take a more intensified
form, and research in the water requirements of various erops is to be
undertaken. The important Veterinary needs of the province have also been
kept in view ; four new Veterinary hospitals are to be established by increase
in the grants to the district boards. The Co-operative Department will
be able to carry forward its good work in the consolidation of holdings by
" further grants and its other activities are also to be helped by inereased
- agsistance. Under ‘ Industries * we have to note a departure which I trust
will he welcomed in this House and throughout the province. We have
to have a Provineial Stores Purchase Department of our own and not rely
any longer on the good offices of the Central Stores Department. (Hear,
hear.) This would enable larger attention being paid to our own indus-
" tries—a matter of no small importance to a province like ours. A scheme
for improving the pottery industry, for which this province is favourably
gituated, is also to be initiated. Organisation of industrial work in the.
province is being helped by an inerease in the number of Assistant Super-
‘intendents, while provision is being made for normal assistance under the
Punjab State Aid to Industries Act, as also under the Industrial Loans
Act. ‘

References have frequently been made in this House and outside to the:
necessity of grappling with the problem of corraption. Apart from the
stops taken to meet individual cases of eorruption with the utmost severity,

“‘a tegular machinery iz being now established to investigate complaints
_generally in the publie services 80 as to attack the problem in & more compre-
“ hensive and effective manner. It is hoped that the appointment of an officer
. for the special purpose would go at least some distance in removing the worst
. features of thia old malady in our public life. - o
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THANSFRR FroM GRANTE AND FUNDS,

On page 8 of the Finance Secretary’s Explanatory Memorandum thers-
is an important statement showing transfers from cerfain grants made by
the Government of India and from certain funds created by the provincial
Governmens. -These transfers tend to swell our normal annual revenue
position and have to be borne in view in detormining the year’s actual
TeVENMes, - :

Famine ExXPENDITURE.

" Much information has been made available to honoursble members in
answer to Assembly questions about finance in connection with the famine.
T have made references to it in part while dealing with the current year and
the estimates for 1939-40. It would be an advantage it the whole position

iz put together as follows ;— .

o S 1938-39. 1939-46.

Rs. Rs.
(in lakhs). {in lakhs).

Direct expenditure . 27 89
Remissions and suspensgions .- 28 16
‘Taecavi Lioans .- 87 38
Total .. 92 93

" 'The total for the two vears tnken together amounts to Rs. 1,85,00,000.
(Hear, hear) ’

Tuae THREE YBaRS.

 Bomé suthorities. on budgetary procedure have eraphasized the de-
sirability of conceiving estimates over a period of three years rather than
proceeding on the basis of annual estimates. Whether Governments cam
adopt such a course or not ig a matter that i= still in the region of unsettled
controversy. But Governments have to plan shead and Governments have
undoubtedly to consider their position over a period of years. In this con-
nection wé might well reflect on our three budgets : in 1987-38 a surplus of
Rs. 82 lakhs was realized while providing for a Special Development Fund of
Re. 56 lakhs ; in 1988-89 we were confronted by a terrible famine in a large
part of the province and our finances permitted a direct expenditure on the
famine of Rs. 27 lakhs and-a direct loss in our revenue caused by the famine
is Rs. 28 lakhs and yet the deficit was all but wiped out by our extraordinary
receipbs, even though we were able during the year to meet heavy exceptional
non-recurring expenditure of the magnitude of Rs. 16 lakhs. In the year
1989-40, were it not for the persistence of the famine causing & loss of Ras. 16
lakhs in revenue and involving a direct expenditure of Rs. 89 lakha there
Would hiave boen a revenue surplus of Rs. 26 lakhs, not taking into account
exiraordinery receipts amounting to Re. 85 lakhs. Taking the three years,
of 'whith the. two are famine years, our finances show, after making most
mta_l provisions for béneficent expenditure, & real and substantial surplus ;

finidarit proof of the sonndness of our finances judged by whatever standard.
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we may choose to apply and tested by whatever theories we may hold about
provincial finance. (Hear, hear.)

I must, however, strike & note of waraing. The satisfactory position
that has been obtained on the whole i# due in & very large measure to drastic
roductions in expenditure. As soon a3 it was realised that famine was going
to place serious and heavy burden on provincial finances, the urgent problem
of retzenchment was immediately taken in hand. During the current year
it was not possible to do much as the exact magnitude of famine expenditure
could not be ganged till some time late in November, 1938, and the time
then loft to eifect economies was too short to permit of any extensive or
radical steps. All that was postible to do was to reduce Irrigation working
expenditure including Maintenance and Repairs to the extent of Re. T}
lakhs and to curtail expenditure on Civil Works by postponing certain works
and by slowing down prqgress on other works. The saving thus effected
came to about Rs. 14 lakhs, In 1989-40 economy has besn pursued with
greater vigour and has afforded larger results. These can be briefly stated
as follows :—

Lakhs.
Es.

Reduction in leave salary, travelling allowance and con-
tingencies . - . oo 12030
Lump sum cuts in certain departments . . 3-12
Reduetion iv Irrigation maintenance and repairs .. 4-350
Postponement of civil works and saving in repairs .o 11018
Total . 8105

1t iy obvious that drastie reductions of this charaeter applied at short
noftiee in g large number of directions must affect administration and reduoce
efficiency, but the circumstances left no option and I trust that the action
taken will fully commend itself to the House. So narrow and inelastic are
the finances of n province in India that the imperions need of conserving
resources canmot be ignored for an instant without serious consequences.
The margin of safety is always small, and the demanda for additional
expenditure persistent and pressing. The path of financial restitude in
these circumstances is beset with difficulties and pitfalls.

Hypro-ELecTnic ScarMus.

The net receipts under the Hydro-Electric Schemes have steadily gone
up since the year 1933 when the period of ° construction’ was over and
that of ‘ operation ’~ actually started. To take into consideration only the
more recent years—in 1936-37 the net receipts amounted to Bs. 15-09 lakhs,
in 1937-38 they rose to Rs. 18-86 lakhs. In the year 1938-89 a change was
introduced in the system of accounting and from the net receipts dedunctions
were made on account of depreciation charges duly transferred to receipts
under the deposit head * Depreciation Reserve Fund for Hydro-Electric
ficheme . In the year 1988-39 (revised) the real net roceipts were Ra. 1390
Jakhs plas Re. 7-42 lakhs (transferred as depreciation charges to the depomt
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head * Depreciation Rescrve Fund for Hydro-Electric Scheme ), that is,
.an aggregate of Re. 21-32 lakhs. As against this, sn interest -charge -af
Bs. 96-35 lakhs is payable, leaving a gap of only Rs. 508 lakhs. This
shows an improvement on the figures as presented in the budget of 1938-39
of Ry half a lakh,

In the budget estimate of 1989-40 the real net income is Rs. 14-67
lakhs plus Re. 11-28 lakhs (transferred as depreciation charges) making an
aggrogate of Rs, 25-90 lakhs with an interest liability of Re. 27-77 lakhs,
leaving a gap of only Rs. 1-87 lakhs. The hope entertained hy me whon
the budget for the year was presented that the time is not distant - even
with n slower rate of progress when the Hydro-Electric Schemes would cease
to be even an indirect burden on the finances of the provinoe is all but realized.
If economy in husbanding our resources receives watchful attention and all
due care'is exercised in regard to future extensions, there can be no doubt
that th; date when the scheme may enter upon the stage of gennine profit
18 ‘not far,

IrrigaTiON PROJECTS.

In July, 1987, when presenting this Government’s first budget I said,
“ The Haveli Project has now emerged as a findlly sanctioned entorprise
and this year the stage of actual * construction ’ is to be entered upon. ... .. ?
The total cost of the project was then estimated at Rs. 5,36 lakhs and it
was then anticipated that construction would be completed in four years.
The project was sanctionsd by the Government only in April, 1687, that is,
after the present Government came into office, and earthwork in the Weir
area actually started in Beptember, 1937, and the foundation stone was laid
by Sir Herbert Emerson as recently as the 10th of February, 1988. By
the end of next month, that is, in about four weeks’ time from now, all works
in connection with the Barrage, the main line including lining, the remodelling
of the Sidhnai Weir, the remodelling and linking of the Sidhnai and Chenab
Inundation Canals, the Rangpur Canal on the right bank including the
digtributaries will be completed as also the Montgomery-Pakpattan link.
The opening ceremony of the Barrage and the canals is to take place on the
ond of April, 1989. No commentary is needed on the expeditiousness with
which our Engineers have completed this large project which had been
proviously under consideration for years. Every credit i due to Mr. J. D. H.
Bedford, the Chief Engineer in charge and his many enthusiastic associates,
{Hear, hear) who have esiablished an uncontestable claim to the gratibude
of the province. Instead of the four years which I was able to mention
in July, 1937, when not a sod had been broken and no work was actually
in hand, in less than a year and eight months from the starting of the earth-
work and a little over & yesx from the laying of the foundation stone, water
will actually be ing down these canals. This is a notable enough achieve-
ment, for it brings the blessings of water more than two years earlier than ori-
ginally contemplated to an arid and thirsty part of our province. But another
faet is even more striking and fills the heart of the Finance Minister with
rejoicing. On the original estimates of Bs. 5,86 lakhs reached after the
minutest examination and as a result of the study by our whole engineering
faculty, o saving in money of Bs. one crore and eighty-six lakhs has been
offected and this after spending no less » sum than. Bs. thirty lskhs on the
lining of the canals. not included in the original project. In other words, &



30 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [27cu Fra., 19389,

{Minister for Finance.] ' -

project of the utmost importance and of the highest benefit to the State
has been complated in less than half the time originally contemplated and with
a remarkably large saving in expenditure. This is & record, 1 am sure,
unparalleled in the annals of irrigation not only in this province but anywhere
in the conntry—I think I might almost say anywhere in the world, It is
not for me to say what share of credit for this achicvement might be claimed
by your Government—you would be able to judge better, but it 1s a mattar
of the highest gratification to this Government that it should have baen
given to them to assist in the accomplishment of such a big enterprise thus
expeditiously and so economically. This one proof of the solicitude of the
present Ministry for the welfare of this province in the study of those needs
which would bring permanent and enduring solution of some of our economie
difficulties cannot fail o leave an indelible impress on the history of modern
Punjab. I wish to enter upon no detaile as regards this project, if 2n achieyved

fact need be called a project any further. Every Punjabee interested in our
advanee is familiar with the magnitude of good that it is Zoing to bring to
as.

Tur THAL AND THE BHAKRA.

I would refer now to the two other projects—ithe Thal and the Bhakra.
Tt is the keenest desire and the most cherished ambition of the present Ministry
that in the remainder of the torm of the present Assembly definite and
gubstantial steps may be taken in proceeding with these projects.

In July, 1987, referring to the Thal Project 1 said that it was still at
the stage of examination, with a view to seeing if it was likely to prove
remmunerative and the Government was carrying on the examination with
the utmost of expeditiousness consistently with its magnitude and com-
plicated character. To-day I am able to intimate that we have moved
far beyond that position. The stage of examination might well be said
to be over. The execution of the project is to be taken in hand and the
construction is going to begin at & very near date. It was thought at ove
time that this might begin as early as next May but technical considerations
have stood in our way, but even so the competing dales are no further than
October this year or April, 1940. In the meantime as an earnest of our
determination to see that the project is not delayed even by a day a Survey
Party has already been employed to carry out detailed enquiry as to the
final location of the various parts of the canal and the survey is expected
to save several months in the actual starting of construetion work. The
eatimates of the cost of the project vary as they depend in part on a consi-
deration of the proposals for lining of the muin canal and of some of the
branches. But these are matters which will not be allowed to cause any
delay. When this project is executed, it will bring the blessings of water
to some of the most arid parts of the provinge—the districts of Mianwali
and Muzaffargarh and the Khushab tahsil—and offer an effective solution
of the many problems caused by what might be ealled the normal searcity
of rainfall in these districts.

Trr Buaxkrs Dam.

On the occasion of the last budget in Fobruary, 1988, no definite reference
could be made even to the Thal Project, the position had not advanced much
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beyond what T had stated it to be in July, 1937. Now I ain happy to be
able to speak in definitely hopeful terms even of the Bhakra Dam Scheme.
The plans to-day bid fair to emerge into a stage when construction toay be .
gaid to be well in sight. (Hear, hear.) The Project, it will be recollected,
‘wag originally prepared in 1919, and the estimated cost was Rs. 14} crores.
in 1926, the estimate was revised in the light of the rates that obtained
during the execution of the Sutlej Valley Project, and it went up to Rs. 23
crores. Later, suggestions were made to raise the height of the Dam from
400 to 500 feet. Now for reasons of practical policy, the scheme for the
higher Dam has been abandoned, and the whole scheme has been so rovised
that agreement with regard to itz actual adoption by all the various parties.
concerned may be shortly completed. The scheme has been fully examined-
by geological experts and engineerjng authorities and is free from all technicsl
objections. Among other things it has been found on o thorough examination
of data available over a long period that the construetion of the Dam will
not affect adversely the Inundation Canals in 8ind. Thereby the objections
_ to the scheme by a neighbouring province have disappeared. Negotiations
are now on foot with one of the Hill States into the details of which I cannot
enter, but T hope they would result in a manner satisfactory to both parties.
As soon as this happens, it is the earnest desire and the firm determination
of this Government to take all necessary stops immediately to proceed to.
the work of construction. In fact in order that no time may be lost a Survey
Party hag already been deputed to conduct preliminary surveys, and ex-
perienced engineers are being sent to America in a few weeks to familiarize

themselves with problems of engineering involved in the designing and
-construction of dams.

In the finul form as now contemplated the Project is estimated fo cost
Re. 12 crores ; incidentally I might remark that the reduction in the revised
estimates makes the Project financially more feasible.

The scheme is to provide irrigation for areas where no irrigation exists
at present and where the lack of irrigation has been strikingly brought home
to us during the past twelve months. When the Bhakra scheme materializes,
famine shall have lost its worst terrors in the districts of Hissar and Rohiak,
and the setiled populations of those districts will be able to proceed with the

even tenor of their lives undisturbed by the fear of sudden seasonsal priva-
tiong. :

Sir, the Haveli Project is an aceomplished fact within a short part of the
life of this Assembly, a period of less than two years. The position with
regard to Thal and Bhakra is as I have briefly described it. With these three
achieved, it would be literally correct to szy that every available ounce of
water in our rivers shall have been utilized ; the Punjab will then for the
first 4ime bear truly and fully the title of the land of five rivers. 'The theme
can be interpreted only in the impassioned utterance of a poet, it lies beyqnd'
the powers of a Finance Minizter in ths course of a budget spesch to depict.
Tt is said that the new Jerusalem cannot be built overnight in the wilderness.
In many of the vast desert tracts of the province the saying iz about to be
falsified. While the dust of discontent is being raised by the thoughtless
in many quarters, the good work proceeds apace bringing hope and content-
ment and rejoicing to myriads of Punjabee families. These schemes will
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bring untold relief to east and west and even the favoured centre.  What
a record of actual achievement, and of further blessings about to arrive.
Is it too much to affirm that these constitute this Government’s unchal-
lengeable title to bo regarded the most loyal and efficient gervants of the
province that history has known, I was going to zay that history shall ever
record 9 -Certain it is, that no finer proof of the high possibilities of Provin-
cia] Autonomy can be adduced, and if the goal of freedom is gaimed or won
for Tndia, the record of your present Government in this great and Leloved
province of ours shall mark the most effective milestones in the march
of advance. And this first Assembly shall have its full share of the honours,
for in our shining endeavour to build and to serve we all stand shoulder

to shoulder.

1 should say here that with the completion of these projects, the future
irrigation schemes will have to depend entirely on storage
Sra arrangements and on tube-wells. That apart -from
Bhakre which probably is the best storage site on our rivers, other suitable
gites exist on the various rivers and their tributaries—they are within Gov-
ermment’s view, and these sources of water supply would be developed as
oocasions arise or circumstances favour. Tube-well schemes in more than
pne district are already in operation, and with time may be largely
extended.

PorULATION AND STANDARD ©OF LIVINu.

Sir John Megaw speaking recently in London on the pressure of populy-
tion in India drew attention to the alarming fact that over half the Indian
people, at least, in the rural areas, fall below a minimal standard of nubrition
even on the frugal scale of a warm Oriental country, and he stressed the
peed of improvement in economic output in default of which the inereasing
pressure of population is likely still further to depress the average standard
of Life. It 1z well known that the standard of nnfrition is higher in the
Punjab then elsewhere—the best evidence is in the physiqe of the Punjabee
and his mode of life. But persistent endeavour is being made here to improve
the economic output, whether in the main cereal crops or in the principal
commercial crops. The Agricultural Department that is responsible for so
much remarkable achievement in this direction in recent yesrs continues
to add to the wealth of the provinee in introducing improved seeds and by
breaking fresh ground in resisting plant disease and showing the way to newer
and more effective methods of cultivation, Our industries also are showing
marked signs of progress—Government is keen to help, and enterprise among
the people is rapidly developing. These are encouraging features of our
economic life, particularly as problems of industrial labour have not assumed
here the disquieting aspect that they bear in other parts of the country.
In the comparative quiet of our freedom from disturbing movements we
yet have a chance o attend to vital economic questions, Is it too much to
hope that with our attachment to the realistic and our appreciation of the
practiosl we may continue to build up true strength ?2—for political advanee
and true freedom must wait on guch sirength and to think otherwise is to
build wpon sand and indulgs in vain imaginings.
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Our fiscal system, because of the inevitable force of circumstances, pro-
-vides for little elesticity. It is necessary therefore to preserve our resources
unimpaired and not part with revenues while greater strength has not been
firmly secured and at any rate not till our proposed big irrigation projects are
completed. The Thal and the Bhakra are estimated to cost anywhere
between Rs. 20 and 24 crores—the heavy interest charge during the period
of constraction and for several years after has to be brone by our ordinary
finances. As I read owr finances in their broad and essential lineaments,
I hear the call of Thal and of Bhakra, the extension of hydro-electrie power,,
and of tube-well irrigation. May I as one who reflects anxiously and every
day on our provinecial finance warn the Houase that thig imperious eall Is the
voice of wisdom, let none of us be deflected for one instant from ihe clear
path of prudence by empty and false promptings howsoever alluring, Let us.
build surely and gain strength and security before we Msten lightly to the
voice of any temptross—for then alone shall we be able with certainty to.
pursue the many ideals which lie clos€ to our heart. We want to win snecess.
and eschew failure ; to this end let us strive wnremittngly with our whole
energy and courage.

My last words must be an expression of appreciation of the work of the-
officers and the staff of the Finance Department, It is to their trained
application and zealous devotion to duty that we owe the accurate picture-
of our finances presented to-day. Their work is onerous and of the highest
responsibility, though it is unpretentious and lies bayond the ken of honour--
able members, Were it not due to their daily minute attention io detail,
the danger of falling inte error that might prove at once embasrassing and
expensive could not be averted. During the year the destinies of the depart-
ment have remained in the capable and thorough hands of Mr. H. D. Bhanot,.
(Hear, hear), and his well-known qualities of hard and unsparing work and
close application to minuti® have been of great value in the discharge
of the duties of his office. In a year when scarcity and famine conditions
have prevailed over a large part of the province, raising frequently revenne.
guestions of much complexity with their inevitable repereussions on finances
it has been & great advantage to us that outr finances were imumediately
watched over by one who had recent and expert knowledge of onr reverme
problems. I have been able throughout to rely unhesitatingly on his jude-
ment and advice, and I look forward with his help to enforee thase traditions
-of respect for sound exchequer control that are essential far the proper
functioning of all governments. (Hear, hear.)

1 must refer to two other officers by name, Their work is unobtrusive ;
honourable members are probably not familiar even with their faces, as they
are seldom in evidence, and are compietely immersed in the dry and un-
inapiring details of financial precedent trying laboriously to diseover some
belpful principle in this confusing labyrinth. Our Deputy Secretary, Mr.
H. J. Pearson, is an expert in our Public Works Finance, and he owes our
special gratitude for the quickness with which he prepared cases in connexion
with the Haveli Project. Rai Sahib Lala Lal Chand, the Assistant Secretary,
had his services recognised by the grant of a fitle during the year. His
abundant knowledge of procedure, his general familiarity with past tradition,
his aubounded desire to help continue to be of great advantage to the-
* department.

D
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My appreciation of the excellent work of our Superintendents and
Agsistants continues unabated. I have come to know several of them per-
aonally, T have established direct relations with them in connexion with the
larger questions in their particular chaxge—though I am afraid that thereby
T might be offending against the narrow susceptibilities of the Secratariat.
They have given us of their best, and as I said last year no small part of the
suceessful functioning of the department is due to their zeslous co-operation,
genge of duty and efficient work,

Bofore I resume my seat, I must record the Government’s tribute to
the help received from the two Accountant-Generals who have presided
during the year over our accounts. Mr. J. G. Bhandari retired soon after
the year's budget was presented after 8 distinguished career in the service
of the Crown in India. His counsel and guidance, I was going to say eon-
tinual admonition, was of great value tous in the initial stage of the intro-
duction of provincial autonomy. His successor, Mr, Brij Lal Nehru, now
oxereizes a vigilant watch over our accounts and practises the role of an
unbending critic. On our part we do not surrender our position readily,
and T trust the examination that emerges from the controversy is of benefit
to the Province. 1 am anxious once again to say that the advice and
authoritative counsel of Bir Frnest Burdon, the Auditor-General for India,
has throughout been of the utmost advantage to Government. Qur thanks
are also due to Mr. A. C. Badenoch, who acted during a part of the year a3
Anditor-General in Sir Ernest Burdon’s place. He was particularly helpful
in 8 conference on the accounts of the Haveli Project. -

Sir, I beg to present to the Assembly the budget for the year 1939-40
{cheers).

MOTOR SPIRIT AND LUBRICANTS (TAXATION OF SALES)
BILL

Minister for Finance (The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal) : Ibeg to
intimate to the House, in the first instance, that the Punjab Motor Spirit
and Lubricants (Taxation of Sales) Bill is being introduced on the recom-
mendation of His FExcellency the Governor. I beg to introduce the Bill.

I also move—
That the Punjab Motor Spirit and Lubricants (Taxation of Sales) Bill be reforredto »

seloot committee consisting of—
Pir Akbar Ali.
Khan Bahsdur Chaudhri Riaset AB.
Rai Bahadur Binda Sarsn.
Lieutenant Sardar Naunibal Singh.
Thakur Ripudaman Siogh.
Chaudhri Faqir Hussain Khan,
Rai Sahib Chaudhri Het Bam.
Pai Fhahadat XKhan.
Khawaje Ghulam Ssmad.
sufi Abdul Hamid, |
Lala Bhim Sen Sachar.
Dt. Shaikh Muhawmed Alam.
Sayed Amjad Ali Shat.
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It i8 not necessary to say much in commending this motion to the
‘Houge. We took up the question very early of a sales tax with particular
weference to the possibility of a tax being imposed on the retail sale of petrol
-and lubricants in this province, Very sogn after, however, the Govern-
ment of the Central Provinces had a Bill on the subject passed and & contro-
versy arogs between that Government and the Government of India on
“the question whether a duty of this kind constituted a sales tax or an excise.
In one case it would be beyond the powers of & provineial goverament to
-proceed with a measure of this kind. Ultimately the matter was & subject
-of reference to the Federal Court. It is now within the knowledge of
everybody in this country that the Federal Court held that a duty of this
-character was a sales tax and not an excige and so lay within the powers
-of a provincial government. Further, it would also be remerabered by
‘honourable members that since that deeision similar measures have been
undertaken by a large number of provineial governments. It is not therefore
‘necessary to canvass opinion on this subject to any large extent, It is
perfectly obvious that a measure of this kind is, if further revenues
-are to be secured, open to least objection. Honourable members would
remomber that quite recontly various provincial governments have put
forward a series of taxation proposals. But invariably this particalar
measure hag not suffered any very serions eriticism. In these circumatances
I have no hesitation in commending this particular measure to this House.

I wish to say only two words more in connection with the Bill. 'We have,
it will be seen, actually preseribed in one clause of the Bill the exact amount
-of duty that is proposed to be levied, whils the procedure adopted in several
-other provinees is not to prescribe the exact amownt of duty, but to leave
the matter entirely to the discretion of the Government.. We feel that it is
but right that in a matter whero we have no past experience it will be
a8 well to come up to the House it we want at any stage to increase the duty.
T}le Ppresent proposal is to take the definite sanction of the House ag to the
pitch of duty that should be levied. In this respect we stand aparbt from
-other provinees. The other thing that I have to mention is this, that
-our duty, except perhaps as in one other province, ig lower than in any
-other provinces. In one provinee, which I do not proposs to mention her,
the duty proposed is two annas per gallon. In another province the duty is
1} annas per gallon of petrol. I think, in the Central Provinces where the
measure has passed into an Aet, the duty is exactly like ours. They take
.ﬁv_e per cont. It will be seen that five per cent of Re. 1-9-0 which is about the
price of petrol per gallon in this province, comes to exactly 1} annas,
There is little else that one nead consider at this stage in connection with the
Bill. We have closely followed the Central Provinees Act and we have been
'°‘“’°fuu}'_ watching what is being done in other provinees and if any changes
are required in the Bill they can be set right in our discussions in the select

-committes. With these words I move that the Bill be referred to a select
-committee,

Mian Abdul Rab ; 1 rise on a point of privilege. A day or two before
the Assembly adjourned in January I made a written request to the Sec-
retary of the Assembly to allot me a seat on any side of the House other than’

Ahe present one. I do not know what other steps I should take to get my
#eat changed. : :

D2
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Mzr. Speaker: Had the honoursble member referred the matter to
me I would have tried to do the needful. :

Diwan Chaman Lall: On this question of privilege I wish to ask
whet action has been taken by the Secretary on the request of the honourable:
member ?

Mr. Speaker : I disallow the question. The arrangement of seats is.
made by me. The Secretary is only my assistant.

Diwan Chaman Lall: I have no intention to raise the guestion on
the floor of the House. I only wish to know whether the matter was not
brought to your notice by the Secretary ?

Mr. S 1 This question will be answered when the Secrotary
i# on his trial. Motion moved is—
That the Punjab Motor Spirit and Lubricants (Taxation of Sales) Bill be referred to a
select committee consisting of—

Pir Akbar Ali.
Khan Bahadar Chaudhri Risasat Al
Rai Bahadur Binda Saran.
Lientenant Sardar Neunihxl Singh,
Thakur Ripudaman Singh.
Chaudhri Faqir Hussain Khan,
Rai Sahib Chandhri Het Ram.
Rai Shahadat Khan.
Kbawsja Ghulam Samad,
Sufi Abdul Hamid.
Lala Bhiny Ser: Sachar.
Dr. Shaikh Muhavamad Alam,
Sayed Amjad Ali Shah.

Diwan Chaman Lall (East Punjab, Non-Union Labour) : I have an
amendment to this motion which reads ag follows :—-

That the Punjab Motor Spirit and Lubrieants (Taxation of Sslea) Bill be elreulated for
eliciting public opinion thereon by the 1st October, 1930,

The reason why I desire to move this amendment is in short this—that
it has already become a public matter even before my honourable friend, the
Fimancé Minister, mentioned it in his budget spesch. I do not know
how the newspapers already obtained information that a duty of this nature
was going to be levied. In my opinion it is a grave dereliction of duty on
the part of the Finance Minister or his department that taxation proposals
so sacrosanct and secret should have been allowed to become public property
even before the Finance Minister placed them before the House. I am sure
my honourable friend will agree with me that it is a grave wrong
to allow taxation proposals to see the light of day before my honourable
friend stands up on the Aoor of the House and proposes them in his budget
speech. Itis for that reason that I have time and agein pressed my honour-
able iriend to bring in, as other provinces do, a Finance Bill for the purpose
of bringing forward taxation proposals, levying new taxes or altering existing
taxes from year to year. The Finance Minister said just now that he was.
leaving it to the good sense of the House to decide the amount of duty to
be levied and not taking power for the executive anthority to fix the amonnt..
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"This doparture from the past practice is o very desirable thing. How muoch
‘would it have been better if my honourable friend had accepted my sugges-
tion of bringing forward all taxation proposals before the Honge in the form
-of 8 Finance Biil !

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do think that since this matter has already been
made public, it 18 necessary that the public should be consnlted as to whether,
first of all, it is desirable that this taxation should be levied and gecondly,
whether it is desirable that this particnlar method should be adopted for
lovying this taxation. It is necessary that the people who are going
to be affected by this legislation should be consulted and my honourable
friend thinks that the burdén which is going to be placed is possibly a
burden which is not going to be placed upon the shoulders of the very poor
-clagses. But let him remember that there is to-day in the Punjab a great
-deal of activity in the transport line and transport by motor car and by motor
bus is utilised to-day by the poorer classes (hear, heor) and they
atilige this in preference to the railways, because, firstly, it is cheaper and
segondly, it is more convenieni. Let him also remember this that the
taxation that he i3 desirous of levying will be passed on by the necessary vested
‘interests to the shoulders of the poorer classes who avail of this transport.
Therefore, it is necessary to go most carefully into this matter and consult
all the interests involved before launching upon a scheme of taxation which
will fall directly upon those classes which can ill-afford to bear & burden
-of this nature. I do not think my honourable friend is going to lose a great
deal by circulating this measure for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon.
The date that I have fixed in my amendment ig the 1st of October. I do
not think, even if my honourable friend gets this measure passed by, the
ond of this present budget session, he witl be losing a great deal of revenue
that he seehs to collect. The total that he thinks he will collect as o result
-of thig measure during the course of a full financial year is only 61 lakhs.
It is a little over Rq. 50,000 a month and for a period of let us say, four
months, he will be losing only a revenue of two lakhs and I submit it is
worth while consulting the public in regard to a measure of this nature
-and not hurry. it through by referring it to a select committes now angd here-
after passing it during the budget session. My honourable friend may well
8ay that it iz & finaneial measure which should not be circulated for the
purpose of sliciting opinion therson. Bui I submit that it is necessary that
meagares which burden directly or indirectly the poorer classes should be
circulated for eliciting opinion thereon and I think my honourable friend
will be well advised to elicit public opinion on this matter. He will not
loge anything by such a course. He will be merely postponing for a fow
monthe the collection of revenue which might come in as a vesult of this
measure.

Further, another reason I have for proposing this delay in the passing
-of 6his measnre is this. I think it is possible after a careful consideration of
the budget to come to the conclusion that there are other avenues of getiing
these 6} lakhs instead of burdening the entire provinee with an exixa taxa-
tion of this sort. Now my honoursble friend will say, “what other avennes?’
One particular avenue comes to my mind. 1 think it is time that my honour-
able friends submitted themsolves to & cut in their own salaries and in their
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own allowances. I think by effecting a cut in the salaries of the Parliament-
ary Secretaries and the Honourable Ministers and their travelling allow-
ances and other allowances that they take, this provinee would be saving com-.
fortably about 13 lakhs if not more even if they were to halve their present
salaries and if they would reduce their salaries to the level of the salaries
roceived by the ministers of other provinces, in the Congress provinees:
particularly, I think my honourable friend will be able to save a great deal
more. If they can save an important portion of this sum by the reduction-
of their salaries, I see no reason why they should pass on a burden, which
they themeolves should bear, on to the shoulders of the poorer classes. What
is there o prevent them from doing that right thing by this country and
raying that as a measare of self-sacrifice they will accept reduced salaries,
that they will accept a salary of Rs. 500 a month from now onwards and
thereby avoid the burden on the poorer classes ¢ What is there to prevent
my honourable friends from doing that 2~ I know one reason that has been
advanced by one of the honourable members which is that the dignity would-
suffer if they were to receive a lower salary. T hopel am not in any way
misquoting my honourable friend when I suggest that that was one of the
reasons advanced by him. But I do hope that my honourable friends do-
not rely upon their finances for the preservation of their dignity. Dignity
is pot a matter which is connected with—

Mr. Speaker: At this stage the-honourable member is entitled to
discuss only the principle of the Bill. The honourable member is going too-
far in bringing in Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries and proposing
a reduction of their salaries.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Mr. Speaker, what I am attempting to do 1
merely this, to show the reason why this Bill shounld be cireulated for elieit--
ing opinion thereon because if it is circulated for thi¢ purpose my honourable-
triend will soon know that the public will demand that my honourable friend’s
salaries should be reduced rather than that this Bill should be imposed upon
the public.

Mr. Speaker: I invite the honourable member’s sttention to rule
86 which says—

On the day on which any of the motions referred to in rule 84 is made or on any sth..

: went day to which the discussion thereof is postponed, the principle of the.

. ill and its general provisions may be discussed but the details of the Bill mast
not be discussed further than s hecessary to explain its principle.

The principle of the Bill is clear. The honourable member may discuss.
it. '

Diwan Chaman Lall: I am not discussing any details. I am not
going beyond the rule. I am discussing merely the principle of the Bill,
the principle being taxation. The one principle I am discussing is that
if thiz Bill is cirenlated for the purpose of eliciting opinien thereon, the
public will inform my honourable friend that there are other methods by
means of which he can raise his 6} lakhs of rupees rather than burden the
poorer clagses. That is the reason why I have presented this amendment
before the House and I ask my honourable friend to remember thaf he is-
not likely to lose anything but gain a great deal by collecting the necegsary
evidence from the public which will conv nce him that it is inadvisable inv
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the present state of the Punjab finances to procesd with a measure of this
kind but rsther inflict some sort of sscrifice upon themselves and rather
explore other avenues whereby they can retrench their expenditure and
thoreby save these 64 lakhs and prevent burdening the poorer «lasses.
That is the sole principle that 1 have been discussing and tbat is the sole
reagon why I have moved this amendment which I commend to my hon~
ourable friend.

Mr. Speaker : Motion under discussion, smendment moved is—

That the Punjeb Motor Spirit end Labricants (Taxstion of 8ales) Rill be circulated for
eliciting public opinion thereon by the lab Ootober, 1930,

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava (Lahore City, General, Urban} (Urdu) :
Sir, a similar amendment stands against my name too. I agree that it

is not possible for the provincial governments to spend greater sums on

beneficent departments without imposing fresh taxes on the rich. I also
agree that it i8 not possible for them to tax the poor. Further, I am in perfect
agrecment with the principle that only the nxuries should be taxed. Not-
withetanding sll these considerations, we have to see whether the Bill which
has now been introduced and which it is proposed to refer to a select com-
mittee, is & sound and sensible measure. We cannot fail to recognise the
patent fact that for some people keeping of & motor car 18 Not 2 laxury but
a positive necessity. It may be considered a luxury for some fat-salaried.
Government officers who keep motor cars to drive daily to their offices.
Such people may be taxed. I shall raise no objection. But the thing -
$o which 1 wish to draw your attention is this. I have great pleasure in being:
able to say that the roads in our province are most well kept in this country,
better at any rate than in other provinces. (Hear, hear.) Consequently
there is & good deal of lorry traffic on these roads. These lorries ply mainly
for conveying commercial commodities from one mandi to another. It
goes without saying that the transportation of agricultural produce by
means of motor lorries is comparatively less expensive than by railway
trains. If the growers send their corn to distant markets in motor lorries
it is because they want to effect a roduction as far as posgiblein their ex-
penditure, The present financial condition of the growers can better be
imagined than described. The less we say about it the better it 1. I
need hardly say’ that the agrienlturists of to-day are unable to bear the com-
paratively hesvy freight charged by the railway authorities. - And that i
why they generally resort to a much cheaper ¢ourse and engage motor lo¥ries
for the purpose. o

I am really surprised to see the mentality of the Government. Om
the one side they urge the advisability of curtailing the heavy expenditure -
incurred by the growers but on the other they increase it by levying quite
a new taxation unhesrd of before. We often hear from the Treasury benches .
that out of every rupes the grower gets only 9} annas, and the remaining
amount is pilfered ont of his pocket by the clever middleman. But they.
lose sight of the fact that the amount lost to the grower includes the trans-
portation charges also which generally form the biggest item in the list of
his expenditure. 1 admit that apparently there is no occasion for pleading
the cause of the growers here but my apprehensions and fears appear to be
well-founded and genuine when I feal that in actual practice the real brunt
of the measare would fall on the poor growers. The propesed tax would
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undoubtedly be levied on the retail dealers and paid by them to the Govern-
ment, but they would pass this charge on the lorrywalas by raising the
price of petrol and the lorrywalas in their turn would inerease the rate of
fare and freight. In other words the whole of this fiscal burden wounld even.
tually be shifted on to the growers. With this point in view we have moved
an amendment to the effect that the Bill should be circulated for eliciting
public opinion therson. We want those people who are likely to be affected
by this measure to have their say in the matter. It is just possible thok by
affording such an opporturity to the publie the Government might bein a
position to find out ways and means for helping the dealers in buying cheap
petrol, and thereby minimise the magnilude of the havoe that is expected
to be done to ihe poor agriculturist.

I may point ont here, that the amendment which stands against my
name proposes the date of 31st May, 1989, and even if this appears to he
much far off, the Government is free to fix any nearer date for the purpose.
But anyhow it is highly essential that the public should be taken into eon-
fidence while enacting such a measure which tends lo affect various interests.
The Homonrable Minister for Finance was pleased to remark that the pro-
posed taxation was expected to bring in 2 big sum of 64 lakks of rupees
during the coming financial year. But my submission is that if the Govern-
ment were to postpone the imposition of the tax for a month or two it would
make a difference of unly 50 or 60 thouwsand 2ecording to his estimates.
And so I do not find any justification in depriving the peaple of the oppor-
tunity of giving their opinions on the measure simply on the ground that
the Government would lose a little amount of tax by resorting to any
postponement. The Govermment cannot advance the argnment that the
dealers would store petrol in the meantime. Here any amount of storage
cannot save them from the tax which is sought to be levied only on the sales.
Even now no one can store petrol.without a valid licence duly granted hy the
Government. Anyhow I do not consider it a strong and valid argument
that the Statec Exchequer would suffer heavily by any delay in the enactment
of the proposed measure. With these words, Sir, I press the need for circula-
tion of the Bill to the acceptance of the House,

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri (Rawalpindi Division, General,
Rural) : 8ir, before any legislative provision is enacted by this House
{ have always nuintained that it is desirable that persons who are likely to
be affected by that provision should be ¢onsulted. In this matter we all
know that lorry traffic has come to stay in this country not only as a means
of carrying passengers, but to a very large extent of transporting goods
from one part of the country to the other, Therefore this increased taxa-
tion is likely to fall both on poorer classes who prefer to travel by lorries
and also on the carriage of goods, and is thus likely to affect the prices of
commodities which are again consumed by the poorer classes apd which
are ultimately provided by the growers. Again it is a well known fact that
the price of petrol is unconscionably and abnormally high in this country
as compared with the price of petro! in other countries. T am told that the
price of petrol per gallon in England is about a shilling or & shilling and two
pence while in America it hardly exceeds three or four annas a gallon. In
this country and especially in this province we psy Re. 1-9-0 per gallon.

i
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Therefore it is necessary to enquire as to how this taxation is likely to affect
the various ¢lasses connected directly or indirectly with this industry, and also
as to what the Punjabees will have to pay for a gallon of petrol ag compared
with other countries and provinees. I am told that the price of petrol in
Calcutta is only Re. 1-2-0. We are already paying seven annas per gallon
more at Lahore. If this taxation were to affect the richer classes alone and
were to affect only those people who keep motor cars for luxury or for con-
venience, 1t may not perhaps be necessary to probe into this matter any
farther, but the facts are that this revenue of 61 lakhe is not going to he raiged
from these rich elasses alone or even mainly. It is to edme out of the pockets
of the poor classes and it is likely to be & burden on an industry which has
the prosiect of being established as o major industry in this province. The
transport industry is one of the main industries in other countries and even
other provinces and it is still in its initial stages of growth here and it is
& question for consideration whether it is desivable to put additional burden
on it in its earfier stages. It i possible that further enguiries might eon-
firm the Government in its view of persisting in this legislation, but it is
quite possible that further enquiries may tell o different tale and the Govern-
ment might be induced to take & different view and abandon this taxation
altogether or at any rate to vary ibs rate and if possible its incidence. After
all no harm would be done in circulating & new measare like this for public
opmnion. It is quite possible, although I do not expect that it is likely,
that the Government might be placed in possession of facts which might in-
(duce it to place & higher taxation. Why does this Government always
adopt the mothod of relying upon its judgment unaided by the opinion
or by the advice of others ? This legislative proposal, as has been pointed
out by Diwan Chaman Lall, has been talked about in the press for the last
few days, although officially it was not given out. If the Government
wanted to have any further enguiries made it might huve published it in the
form of a Bill, three or four weeks ago, and although officially the Bill may
not have been cireulated for eliciting pubfic opinion and the Government
may not have obtained opinion which it usually does by sending the Bills
to the deputy commissioners, tahsildars, various societies, chambers, motor
unions and others, still these people who are likely to be affected by this:
piece of legislation might have made representations to the Govern-
ment pointing out the various difficulties which they are already suffering,
the defects of the Bill and also the difficulties to which they ave likely to
be put to by the passing of this legislation.

. Another important consideration which ought to weigh with the Govern-
ment ‘is that the present price of petrol, which iz Re. 1-9-0. per gallon,
already includes ten annas of taxation. How far is it desirable, I beg to
.ask the Government, to levy additional taxation on an article which is already
so heavily taxed ? Further enquiries might reveal that there are other
articles on which such taxation could be levied. Therefore, the Government
would be well advised in following the normal procedure and not following
‘the abnormal procedure of not cireulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion
thereon. Bir, as I said on another occasion, the Government has, of late,
‘practically decided not to follow the normal procedure in carrying out their
legislative programme and it is high time that they gave an indication to
this House and to the provinee of follbwing the normal procedure which is
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usually adoptéd with respect to new legislation and for which there i4 pro--
vision in the rules. Every one is aware of the fact that such & duty was.
introduced in the Central Provinces. The legality of that duty was called
in question. It was pointed out that the imposition of that duty was against
the provisions of the Government of India Act. The matter was referred to-
the Federal Court and it has only recently been decided that such a duty is.
legal. So far as this provinee is conecerned, the people have had absolutely
no opportunity of giving any thought to this matter and, therefore, it i3
necessary that the Gowernment should circulate this Bill for eliciting public
opinion,

Lala Bhagat Ram Choda (Jullundur, General, Rural) (Urdu) : Bir,
1 propose to say a few words only. In the first instance I want to point
out that the rate per gallon of motor spirits is already higher in the Punjab-
than in other provinces of India. For example the rate per gallon of petrol
is Re. 1-5-0 in Delbi while it is Re. 1-8-0 at Karnal which is not very distant
from Delhi. The proposed measure will make the rate still higher and the
poor elagses who generally travel in motor lorries will have to bear the brant
of it,

My second point is thet the Punjab Government will, by imposing
the proposed tax, help the railways at the cost of the poor motor drivers,
This i¢ herdly fair. Briefly put, my contention is that the proposed tax
will hit the poor population hard and the pity of it is that the people know
nothing about it. They are taken unawares. It is but fair that the Govern-
ment should circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. With
these words, Sir, T strongly support the motion for the cirenlation of the-
Bill,

Sardar Kapoor Singh (Ludhiana Bast, Bik}, Rural) ;: ‘There are certain
amendments standing in the names of my honourable friends on this side
of the House. According to one amendment of theirs the Bill is required
40 be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon by the 1st of October,
1989. According to amendments Nos. 2 and 8 it is required to be cir-
culated {or eliciting opinion thereon by the 81st May, 1933. My amendment
;s that the Bill be circulated for the purposes of eliciting opinion thereon
by the 10th April, 1989. The Honourable Minister for Finance has put
forward an objection that if other amendments are accepted, then the Bill
in question would not be passed during the Budget Session. That objec-
tion of his can very well be removed if the smendment standing in my name-
is accepted. Acecording to the revised programme this session has been
oxtended upto the 19th of April, 1989, and 1 want that public opimon
should be obtained by the 10ih of April, 1989, There would thus still be
time, after the public opinion is elicited, for the Bill to be referred to the.
select committee and passed before the 19th of April, that is, in this very
session. Tt is extremely important that the Government should give up
the extraordinary practice of not referring the Bills to the public for eliciting-
opinion thereon. So far, numercus Bills have been introduced by the
Government and vou would see that not a single Bill has been circulated
for eliciting public opinion. There is no denying the fact that it i an im-
portant piece of legslation. It affects not only certain banias {d voics,.
Lalas)—I should say Lalas—but it mostly affects the agriculturists because-
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it will be seen that the people who consume petrol are either motor-drivers
or owners of motor-lorriea or those persons who have got cars. It will be-
seen that most of the persons who own motor lorries are agriculturists,.
{4 votce : Jats) I cannot say ‘Jats’ for there may be Arains too among the
agriculturiste. It is & pity that the Minister for Dovelopment hag so far
been saying that he wants in a way to relieve the burden of the agriculturists-
but the first Bill imposing taxation upon the people that comes from this
quemment, indirectly . taxes the agricultural classes only. According to-
this Bill, the drivers, who are agriculturists, will be affected as also thoge
people who travel in these lorries and who are agriculturists coming from the-
villages, I expect my honourable friend, the Minister for Development,
to see whether this Bill is going to give some relief to the agriculturists or is-
going to put more burden upon those poor people. I, therefore, hope that
the Bil! would be cireulated for eliciting public opinion thereon by the 10th
April, 1989, so that we may be able to judge what the opinion of the publie:
or motor owners, who have mostly to pay, is about this Bill.

Sayed Amjad AH Shah (Ferozepore East, Muhammadan, Rural) :
Mr. Speaker, I have failed to see the soundness of the reasons, advanced by
my honourable friends from that side of the House, for pressing their amend-:
ments to eirculate this Bill. Some genilemen have come forward to say that
the Government has mever before agreed to a motion for circulation and
therefore they ought to accept this amendment and circulate this Bill for
eliciting public opinion thereon. On the very principle 1 am against this.
amendment—for the simple reason that this Bill is a purely fiseal Bill
and you cannot expeet the Government to go every time to the country
for eliciting public opinion when a measure for taxation is brought forward..
I wonder if my honourable friend’s argument can hold water if, for instance,
Government wants to increase income-tax —this Legislature has of course-
no power to do so but the Centra] Legislature hag—or if Government wanté.
to come up to this House with any fresh form of taxation, then according to-
my friends every time they will have to elicit public opinion before they
can levy a tax. That in itself is something very wrong and a precedent
which we should not create. My friends are always in the habit of drawing’
our attention to what happens in Parliament. There, as yot know, nobody
knows about any new form of taxation except the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
until the day .when the budget is introduced. ~ (Sardar Sampuren Singh
That is not so here) That is why I ask, what have we to gain by going to the-
public and seeking their opinion? What advantage will be derived if we-
circnlate this Bill for public opinion 2 I fail to see any. We all know that
this taxation is going to be met by the people—either the passengers of the-
persons whose commaodities move from place to place or the companies who-
own lorries or the petrol companies. I am personally very strongly jn favour
of the petrol companies coming forward to shoulder this burden of additional
taxation. I absolutely fail to see any advantage that would be gained
by circulating the Bill and, as I have already said, the public will naturally
say that they will not be prepared to shoulder this additional form of taxa~
tion. After all my friends both on this side of the House as well as that side-
ot the Honse represent the public. If the people eannot bear any additionaf
taxation I.am sure my friends over: there can voice those gentiments and
feelings either in the select committee or when this Bill comes up before
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the House. Therefore, I personally think that the motion for reference to
the select committee is quite enough. Thers, experts who have any jnterest
in the transport of the province or in its economic aspect can diseuss this
question threadbare and that is the place where these technical questions
should be discussed, rather than let interested people move about the country
and do propaganda either in the press or on the platform against & measure
which ig purely fiscal as is elear from the opening sentence of the Honourable
Finance Minister’s objects and reasons. The Finance Minister and
other honourable members sitting on this sitle of the House have already
pointed out that this form of taxation has already been levied in the Central
Provinees and is being brought forward in the othrer provineial Assemblies
by the varions Congress Governments. The Honourable the Finance Minis-
ter has already stated that one of the provineial governments has gonc as
far as to suggest two annas per gallon on petrol.

Minister for Finance: They have already passed it.

Sayed Amjad Ali Shah: Yes, they have already passed it. [here-
fore I would submit to my honourable friends on that side of the House
that this taxation is neither novel nor bigher than that levied elsewhere
and hence the only thing which they will obtain is delay, and as our finances
at present are not in a position to pley with a sum asmuch as 8} lakhs T
hope they will agree with thiz motion. |

There is one more point which was advanced by Diwan Chaman Lall
and stressed by the Leader of the Opposition. They said that if the Govern-
ment wants 6} Jakbs and if this Bill goes to the public, the public will be
able to tell them from which other source these 6} lakhs can be recovered. I
cannot understand this reasoning at all. If this motion is referred to the
public, surely the public will concentrate only on this particular question and
will say that this tax should not be levied at all as no people bear taxation
willingly. Do my friends like them to say that tax should be levied ou
“elephant rides’ or ‘camel rides' and ‘sight seeing’? I really did not
expect such reasoning from my two able friends. 1f it is & guestion of sourcos
then we have already gut the Retrenchment and Respurees Committoe
that will tell us what else to tax., In this case we are utilising the re.
sources we know. With these few words I support the motion of the Honouar-
-able Finance Minister.

Mr. Speaker: Motion under consideration, amendment moved
13—

- Thet the Punjab Motor Bpirit and Lubricants (Taxation of Sales) Bill be cirealated
for eliciting opinion therean,

I will put it first. As regards the date I will put it afterwards if this
‘wmolion is carried, otherwise it will be useless.

Myr. Speaker : The question is—

That the Punjab Mokor Spirit and Lubricants {Taxation of Salesi Bill be cirgulated for
eliciting public opinion thercon,

]
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The Assembly divided : .- Ayes 87 ; Noes T8.
AYESB

Abdul Aziz, Miasn.

Abdul Rab, Mian.

Ajit Bingh, Sardar,

Bhagat Bam Choda, Lala.
Bhagat Ram Sharma, Pandit.
Bhim 8en Sachar, Lala.
Chaman Lal, Diwan.
Chanan Singh, Sardar.
Deshbandhu Gupta, Lala.
Dev Raj Sethi, Mr.

Gopal Das, Rai Babadur Lala.
Gopi Chand Bhargava, Dr.
Hari Lal, Munshi,

Hari Singh, Sardar.

Harjab Bingh, Sardar.
Kabul 8ingh, Master.

Kapoor Singh, Bardar.
Kartar Singh, Chaudhri.
Kartar Singh, Sardar.
Kishan Singh, Sardar.

Lia]l Bingh, Bardar.

Mazhar Ali Azhar, Maulvi.

Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan,
Chandhri.

Muohammad Iftikhar-ud-Din, Mian.

Muni Lal, Kalia, Pandit.

Partab Singh, Sardar.

Prem Singh, Mahant.

Rur Bingh, Sardar.

Sahib Ram, Chaundhri.

Sampuran Singh, Sardar.

Bantokh Singh, Sardar Sahib Sar-
dar.

Sant Ram Seth, Dr.

Satya Pal, Dr.

Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit,

Sohan Singh Josh; Sardar.

Sudarshan, Seth.

Uttam Singh, Dugal, Sardar.

NOES

Abdul Hamid Khan, Sufi,

Abdul Haye, The Honourable Mian.

Abdul Rshim, Chaudhri (Gur-
daspur}.

Abdua) - Rahim, Chaudhn (Gurgaon).

Afzaalali Hasnie, Sayed.

Ahmad Yar Khan, Chaudhri,

Akbar Al, Pir.

Ali Akbar, Chandhri.

Allah Bakhsh Khan, Khan Bahadur
Nawab Malik.

Amjad Ali Shah, Sayed.

Anant Bam, Chaudhri,

Badar Mohy-ud-Din Qadri, Mian.

Chhotu Ram, The Honourable
Chaudhri Sir.

Dasaundha Singh, Sardar.

Dina, Nath, Captain.

Faiz Mubammad, Shaikh.

Farman Ali Khan, Subedar-Major
Raja.

Fateh Khan, Khan Sahib Raja.

Fateh Muhammad, Mian.
Fateh Sher Khan, Malik.

Fazl Al, Khan Bahadur Nawab
Chaudhri.

FHazal Din, Khan Sahib Chaudhr.

Fazal Karim Bakhsh, Mian.

Few, Mr. E.

Ghazanfar Ali Kban, Raja.

Ghulam Mohy-ud-Din, Khan Baha-
dur Maulvi,

Ghulam Samad, Khawsja.

Gopal Singh (American), Sardar,

Gurbachan Singh, Sardar Sahib
Sardar.

Habib-Ullah Khan, Malik.

Hans Raj, Bhagat.

Harnam Singh, Captain Sodhi.

Het Ram, Rai Sahitb Chandhri.

Jafar Ali Khan, M.

Jagiit Bingh Bedi, Tikka.

Jagjit Singh Man, Sardar.

Jalal-ud-Din, Amber, Chaudhri.

Jogindar Bingh Man, Sardar.

Karamaf Ali, Bhaikh.

Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana, The
Honourable Nawabzads Major.
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Kishan Das, Seth.

Manohar Lal, The Honourable Mr.

Magbool Mahmood, Mir.

Mubarik Ali S8hah, Sayed.

Muhammad Akram Khan, EKhan
Bahadur Raja.

Mubammad Amin, Khan 8ghib
Shaikh.

Muhammad Azam Khan, Sardar.

Muohammad Hayat Khan Noon,
Nawab Malik Sir.

Muhammad Hussain, Chaudhri.

.Muhammad Qasim, Chaudhri.

Muhammad B8arfraz Khan, Chau-
dhri.

Muhammad Shafi Ali Khan, Khan
Sahib Chaudhri,

Muhammad Yasin Khan, Chaudhri,

Muhammad Yusaf Khan, Khan,

.Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani, Khan

Babhadur Mian.

Muzaffar Ali Khan, Qizilbash,
Bardar.

Mugaffar Khan, Khan Bahadur
Nawab.

Nagir-ud-Din, Chaudhri.
Naunihsal Singh, Mann, Lieutenant
Sardar.

PURIADB LEGISLATIVE ABSEMBLY.

[27zr Feb., 1989,

Nur Ahmad Khan, Khan
Mian.

Pir Muhammad, Khan Sahib Chau-
dhri.

Pohop Singh, Rao.

Ram Sarup, Chaudhri.

Ranpat Singh, Chaudhri.

Riasat Ali, Khan Bahadur
dhri.

Roberts, Bir William. -

Bahib Dad Khan, Khan Sahib
Chaudhri.

Shahadat
Rai.

Shah Nawaz, Mrs. J. A,

Shah Nawaz Khan, Nawab, Sir.

Sikander Hyat-Khan, The Hon-
ourable Major Sir.

Soban Lal, Rai Sahib Lala.

Sultan Mahmud Hotiana, an

Sumer Singh, Chaudhui.

Bundar Singh Majithia, The Hon—
ourable Dr. Sir.

Suraj Mal, Chaudhri.

Tikks Ram, Chaudhri.

Ujjal Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sar-
dar.

Sshib

Chau-

Khan, Eban Sahib

Mr. Speaker: The question is that—
That the Punjab Motor Spirit and Labricents (Tszation of Sales) Bill be seforred to

& pelect committos.
4 PM.

The molion was carried.

Mr. Speaker : The next question is—

That the eelect committee do consiat of more than 15 members,

The motion was carried.

.My. Speaker: Again, the question is—
~ That the select committee do oonsist of the following :—

Pir Akbar Ali,

Khan Bahadur Cheudbri Riasat Ali,
Rai Babhadur Binda Saran,
Lientensot Sardar Naonihal Singh,
Thakur Ripudaman Singh,
Chandhri Fagqir Hussain Khan,

Bai Sahib Cheudhri Het Rem,

Rai Shabadat Khaz,
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Khawajs Ghulata Samad,
Sug Abdw Hamid,

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar,

Dr. Shaikh Mubammad Alsr,

Sayed Amijad Ali Rhah, snd
three ex-officve members.

The motion was carried. :
The Assembly fized the quorum of the seloct commitiee ot B,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (OFFICES) BILL.

Premier : Sir, I beg to present the report of the select committee
.on the Punjab Legislative Assembly (Offices) Bill.

The Assembly then adjourned ®ll 2 P. M. on Monday, 1th March,
1939,

470 PLA—820 —3-4.50—BGI'F Labore.
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIFTE SESSION or 75@ FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

rr———

Monday, 13th March, 1939. :

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber ot 2 P, M. of the olock. Mr.:
Speaker in the Chair. :

ProsECUTIONS UNDER CRIMINAL Law IN THE PUNJAB.

*3722. Lala Duni Chand : Will the Honourable Premier be pleas~
ed to state— \
(2} the number of prosecutions under sections 124-A and 158-A
respectively pending at the end of October, 1988, in the
Punjab ; o
(b) the number of prosecutions under section 108, Criminal Proge-
dure Code, pending at the end of October, 1988 ;
{c) the number of prosecutions under the Criminal Law Amendment
Ast pending at the end of October, 1988, with the number
of other political prosesutions ; '
- (). the number of persons interned in and out of the provinee till
the end of October, 1988 ? ;
Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali 8habh): (a) Two each
under section 124-A. and 158-A,, 1. P. (., respectively. :
-(8) Two.
{c} Nil so far as the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act is concerned.
(d) Will the honourable member kindly indicate the date from which
this information is required ? :

UnTrRACED MURDERS.

*372. Lala Dupi Chand: Will the Honourable Premier be
pleased to state the number of murders committed during the firsi eight
months of the year 1988, that have remained untraced, so far ¢

i Secretary (Sordar Bahadur Sarder Ujjel! Singh):
148 enses so far untraced, out of 844 reported.

INcrEASE 1IN CriMEs 1IN LupHiana Disrrior.

*3855. Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Premier
be pleased to state whether there has been sn increase in crimes during
the last three months in the Ludhiana district; if so, the names of the
thanas and of the officers in charge thereof where there has been consider-
able increase in crime during this period, with the reasons for this in-
creaso ? '

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Babadur 8ardar Ujjal Singh): A
statement ig laid on the table. (It does not seem necessary to give the names
of the station house officers.) Except in the case of Ludhiana City the in-
crenses are not large and t00'much should not be made of them ; but go far
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8. B. 8. Ujjal Bingh] -~ -

as they appear to be due to the agitation which has been conducted in the
. district recently against thakri pahra and other measures of watch and ward ;
the economic depression, aggravated by the poor monsoon; and the in-
gistence of the present Superintendent of Police on the registration of all
oximes. In Ludhiana City the difficulties of the police are accontuated by
the fact that there has been no expansion of the force to counter-balance the
large growth of the population in recent years.

Chaudhri Muhanmad Hassam: What particular measures werd
-adopted by the Superintendent of Police, Ludhiana, for the prevention of
crime ? .

Parliamentary Secretary : All possible measures were adopted.

Chaudhyri Muhammad Hassan : Will you give one particular measura
adopted by the Superintendent of Police, Ludhiana, for the prevention of
erime ?

Parliamentary Secretary ; Ii is for the honourable member to say
what steps the Superintendent of Police ought to have taken which he has
pot taken. I say that he has adepted all the measures possible,

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Tt is not for me to say what measures
he ought to have adopted. I want to know what measures he actually did
adopt.

" Parliamentary Secretary : If the honourable member were to give
potice, I will give him a detail of the steps taken.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : May I know whether any action in
{aken against a sub-inspector of police in whose time there is an increage is
<rime in a particular station of police ?

Parliamentary Secretary : It is a hypothetical qaestion, but if the
.officers find that the increase in erime is due to the negligence of the officers,
‘then action is taken against them.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Will the Parliamentary Secrotary
state whether the fact that there was an increase in erime in the time of a

certain officer is taken into consideration while giving promoetions to police
-officers ?

Parliamentary Secretary : All matters ave taken into consideration.
Chaudhri Mubhammad Hassan : Has any action baen taken against
any of the police officers for the merease of erime in their districts ?

Payvliamentary Secretary : Tt is not necessary to take action against
officers siraply for the reason that there has been an increase in crime. .

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Ts not an increase in crime a proof
of an officer’s inefficiency ?

Parliamentary Secretary : Not necessarily. o

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan ;: Has the Superintendent of Police
jnvestigated the causes of crime ?

Parliamentary Secretary : He has asked for more police force for
the town of Ludhiana and in the new Budget more police force has been
provided.
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Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is that the reason why erime has
. anoreased ? _ S

Staterment.
Month. Police Station. { Increase. -
| City Ludhiana .. L1
Angust, 1938 {
Sadr Ludhiana .. .. - 12
( City Ludbiana .. o] _"9
Beptember, 1938 o
' | SBahnewal .. .. T8
lf City Ludhiana .. 17
October, 1998 .. i Dehlon . ol e
l_ Jagraon .. .- .9

COMPLAINTS OF QORBUPTION AGAINST THE POLIOE OFFIORRS IN.
LupHaraxa DisTRIcT.

*3856. Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Pre-
amier be pleased to atate—

() the names of the police officers in the Ludhiana district against
whom there are complaints of corruption during the period
from March 1987 to November 1986, in the Lmdhiana dis-
trict and whether inquiries were made-into those complaints ;
if 50, the result of those inquiries, if any ;

(b) the names of the complainants and their witnesses ;

{(¢) whether there was any magisterial inquiry held into the allega-
tions of corruption against police officers in the Ludhians
district 7 .

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh) : It is
_not clear whether the honourable member refers to complaints made o Gov~
ernment or to the Inspector-General of Police ; or to complaints preferred to
the Deputy Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police ; or to petitions
addressed to the other gazetted officers and wupper subordimates in the
Ludhiana police ; or to sll of them. Moreover the phrase “ complaints of
corruption ” is & vagne one which might be held to cover anything from a
positive charge that a certain official had taken a cash bribe, to a vague
allegation that a case was being badly investigated by the polico from
ulterior motives. For these rensons I regret that it is impossible to give a
direct answer to the question in its present form. It has, however, been
ascertained that proceedings have been taken against thirty police. officora
in the Imdhiana district on complaints or petitions preferred during -the
period mentioned. ‘In twenty-four of these cases there were allegations
of actual bribery ; the remaining six were cases involving. other forms ot

B2
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[8. B. 8. Ujjal Singh.] :
eorraption. In four out of the total of thirty cases the proceedings were:
judjcial. One of these cases was finally cancelled ; in a second the accused
police officer was acquitted on appeal ; the other two are still pending. Of
the twenty-six cases dealt with departmentally, eighteen were found to be
false, and four are pending. One, not fully proved, ended with s warning
to the constable concerned. In the remaining three cases the officers con-
cerned were dismissed.

Chaudhyri Mubammad Hassan : Is it a fact that in certain cager of
corruption action was taken deliberately at a very late stage ?

Parlinmentary Secretary : Not at all.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is it a fact that against a head con-
stable enquiry -was complete by the end of July but he was dismissed only
after the receipt of this question ?

Parliamentary Secretary : I ain not aware of it, but I would require-
notice for that question.

Chaudhri Mubhammad Hassan : Is the Parlinmentary Seeretary in a
pogition to say how wmany eases of corruption have been reperted to the-
Punjab Government, either to the Inspector-General of Police or the Super--
intendent of Police or to the Deputy Commissioner ?

Parliamentary Secretary : It is not possible to give an anewer to
this guestion.

- Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan ¢ Has the Parliamentary BSecretary”
made enquiries from the Superintendent of Police, Ludhiana ?

Parliamentary Secretary : I have made it clear in my answer to-
the original question. |

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will he please state whebher thore-
are any cases still pending relating to this period in question ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I have already stated in reply to the
guestion.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Isit a.fact that an enquiry was made
into the case of & head constable accepting Rs. T0 as bribery ?

Parliamentary Seexetary: [ am not aware of it. It may be true
possibly. ,

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan: Has it come to the notice of the
Parlisxcentary Secretary that constables from the Beit Ilaga are not cared.
for ?

Parliamentary Secretary : The honourable member has put a
pamber of questions regarding recruitment of constables and allied matters.
in Beit Ilaga but I have already stated inreply fo them, that such com-
plaints are entirely unjustified.

Chandbri Muhammad Hassan : It is not recruitment. The Parlia-
mentary Seeretary should read the question. It is about sending police con-
stables to Phillaur.

Parliamentary Secretary: Nor is his complaint regarding this.
-matter justified. .
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Po:.ms: CONSTABLES SENT T¢ PHILLAUR FOR TRAINING 1IN Lowen
AND Uprrr CraAssgs.

*3857. Chaudhn Muhammad Hagsan : Will the Honourable Pre-
:mier be pleasged o state—

(a) the names of all those police constables in Ludlnana distriet

' who wero sent to the Phillanr Fort daring the period from
March, 1937, to November, 1938, for training in the Loower
Class ;

{b) the educational qualifications of each of them, their home
addressee and cagtes ;

{¢) the names of all those who were sent to the Phillaur Fors for
t.rammg in the Upper (Asmstant« Sub- Inspector) QOlass dur-
ing the penod mentioned in {(a) ;

(@ their educational qualifications, home addresses and castes ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardsr Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh):
A statement ig laid on the table showing the educational qualtﬁcat-lons fmd
district of origin in each case.

Statement.
]
_ Educational qualifications. Home distriet,
‘A, ~—Asmigtant Sub. Inspecs
tors—
1 Middle . . .. | Shahpur,
32 Up to Firat Arts .- .. | Ambala,
B.—Head Conatable— .

1 Matrioulation . .. | Ludhians,
AC,—Foot-Constablos— ’

1 Middle .. . . | Ludhiana.

2 Midale . .- .. | Amritsar.

3 Matriculation " .. | Jullundur.

4 Ditto . v+ | Ludhisna.

& Ditto .. . . .. | Rohtak.

L . Amﬂd mﬁmcll;htwn Exami. Hoshml.'pur.

7 Matrionlstion . .+ | Rohtak,

3 Ditto .. .. | Hoshiarpur.
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MurDER oF BELA SiNeR, ZAILDAR OF VILLAGE JIAN,

#3889, Master Kabul Singh : Will the Honourable Premier be
pleaged to state—

(¢) whether any pension or remuneration in any other form was.
given to the relations of one Sardar Bela Singh,. zaildar
of village Jian, district Hoshiarpur, who was murdered in
1938 ; if 8o, the services rendered by Bardar Bela Bingh in
congideration of which the pension or remuneration was given
to his survivors ;

(b} whether any reward was also given to the prosecution witnesses
in the eago instituted on the murder of Sardar Bela Singh,
if s0, the details of such rewards ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh):.
(a) Yes. The deceased had a record of service to all departments of the ad-
ministration extending over many years.

(). 1t is not the practice to disclose particulars of rewards given for
assistance to the criminal administration but 1 should like to make it clear
that in no case are rewards paid in consideration of the evidence given by
any person.

CoMnip® KarTar SiNen Gion, M. 8¢, or v. Brarkl GiLL, DISTRIOT
AMRITHAR.

*3006. Shrimati Raghbir Kaur : Will the Honourable Premier be
pleased to state if it is & fact that Comrade Kartar Singh Gill, M. Bo,,
now interned in his village Brarki Gill, district Amritear, applied fo the
Government of the Punjab for an adequate allowance ; if so, the action taken
or propoged to be taken in the matter ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): Yes. Govern-
ment vejectad the application as the claim was based on inadequate grounds
and was untenable.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Which grounds were regarded as inade-
quate ? )

Premier : Grounds like this, that the internee had nothing to eat, ete.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : The internce is an M. Se., is an Ameriea

roturnod gentleman and his standard of living is fairly high. He has a very"
strong cage for allowance.

Premier : Even if he had 90 per cent of his present means and property,
there would have been no necessity for giving him an allowance.

Diwan Chaman Lall : I shonld like to know whether the Government.
has satisfied itself that it should not make any allowanece.

Premier : The reply is that the Government was satisfied after enquiry
ihat mo further allowance was necessary.
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Diwan Chaman Lall : I it not a fact that in all cases in which persons
are arrested and detained under Rogulation ITI for instance, Government as &
matter of fact makes an sllowance in spite of the fact that they may have
some means of livelihood of their own ? '

Premier : Thosc who are detained under Regulation TIT eome under &
different cakegory. . :

Diwan Chaman Lall : Remembering that those who are interned in
their own villages are thereby prevented from earning a living outside, is
it not incambent on the Government to provide for them ?

Premier : Government does take all these matters into considerabion:
in fixing the allowance.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Has the Government satisfied itself in the pre-
sent case that this man has got his own means of livelihood ?

Premier : Yes.
Diwan Chaman Lall : What are his means of livelihood ?
Premier : I am afraid I cannot go into all these details now, but I can

assure the hononrable member that these factors are generally faken into
consideration and were alto taken into consideration in the present case.

Diwan Chaman Lall ;: Has the honourable member satisfied himeelf in.
this respect ?

Premier : Yes, I sent for the papers and satisfied myself on the poinb.

Serdar Sohan Singh Josh : Has this allowance ever been given to-
any internee or externee ? ‘ :

Premier : I cannot say at present, '

Chaudhri Kartar Singh : Is it true that the previous Government, of
which our Premier was also a member, gave adequate allowances to Maulana
Fafar Ali Khan as well as to his ex-friend Sayed Habeeb of (the Siasat) during'
the Shahidgan) agitation? What is the difference hetween the present
Government and the previous Government 2 Why cannot the present Gov-
crnment give allowances to the politieal internees ?

~ Premier : I have not been able to follow the honourable member.
Perhaps you, Mr. Speaker, might have followed him better. The honour-
able member seems to have some grudge against Maulana Zafaxr Al Khan
bub that does not concern me. I may, however, inform him that there-
is a vast difference between the present and the previous Government. But’
I do not want to make my honoursble friends feel the difference. It
however, my honourable friend opposite will press me I can make him feel
the difference between the present Government and the previous Govern-
ment.

" Chaudbri Kartar Singh : In view of the opinion expressed by the’
bonourable Raje Ghazenfar Ali Khan in this connection, may I agk if & man
who was educated in America and who is not supported by his parents is
not entitled to receive an allowance from the Government as such internees.
uged to receive from the previous Government.? : ‘

Premier : It is not obligatory for us to follow the old Government.
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: INTBBNI[ENT or CoMpaDE Harnak Bines oF viLLaoE KASEL, ms'rmcr
AMBITHAR.

*3907. Shrimati Raghbir Kaur : Will the Honourable Promier be
ploased to state—

{a) whether it is a fact that one Comrade Harnsm Singh of village
Kasel, distriet Amritsar, who has spent above twebty years of
hig life in Foreign courtries, has been recently interned by the
Panjab Government in his village for one vear; if g0,  the
reasons for the same ;

{(b) whether the Government has agcertained whether the said m-

ternee hag any means of subristence: if so, with what re-
sult ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Saved Amjad Al Shah): (¢) Yes, for
having acted and being abont to act in a ranmer preiudi{'ial to the public
safety and peace ;

(B} Yer, Government are salisfied that he has suffieient meanz of snbes
figtence, .

TRANSFER OoF THE AMBaLa pIvistoN to Dunat o Usirep Provisces.

. *3913. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Premier
be pleased to stale whether the Government is contemplating to transfer
the Ambala division to the Delhi or United Provinees ; if so, whether he will
be pleased to lay the correspondence in this respect, if auy, on the table of
the House ? :

N Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad AN Shah): First part.—
0.

Second part.—Does not arise.

Cacning oF * Azarn ' ar Rass Jane.

*3915. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Hounourable Premier
be pleased to stato the state of affairs now at Raja Jang village in Kagnr
sub-division, distriet Lahore, with regard to the calling of Azan ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): The attention
-of the honourable member is drawn to the Press communiqué on the subject
isaned on the 28th July, 1938. Since then there has been no interference in
the calling of 4zan in Raja Jang and the compromise reached between the
Bikhs and Muslims on the 19th May, 1988, is beitg observed.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Haz the aitention of Government been
drawn to an article in a leading newspaper that at the time of Isha prayer
lots of Sikhs assaulted the persons who were saying their prayers.in the
mosque ?

Premier : My honourable friend is referring to a case which is sub

judice. 1 cannot therefore answer his question. But I may tell my honour-
a-ble friend that he should not always take as gospel truth what 18 said in
the newspapers. .
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Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Itookitas gospel trath agit was not
-cantradicted by Government by means of a Press communique. .

OBJECTIONABLE ARTICLES ON CHOHA SaIipan SHAH AFFAIRS.

~ *3918. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Promier.
‘be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to the articles
published lately in some newspapers regarding Choha Saidan Bhah- affairs
which were likely to produce hatred among the two communities ; if so,
‘the action taken or proposed to be taken against those newspapers for
~writing these articles ?
Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): Yes. Asthe
newspapers which published objectionable articles on the subject had been
“dealt with for other articles about the same time. no action was considered
NECESBArY. :

ARrrEST OF SARDAR KaARTAK SiNaH, PRESIDENT AND SARDAR
GURBACHAN S1neH, Vice-PresiDENT oF THR KigaN CoONFERENCE
HELD AT LiYALLPUR. '

+3953. Lala Duni Chand : Will the Honourable Premier be pless-
-ed to state— ) .

(@) whether it is true that a Kisan Conference was held at Lyall-
pur on 16th and 17th October, 1938 ; -

(b) whother Sardar Karter Singh, president, Sardar Gurbachan Singh,
vice-president and Sardar Teja Singh a member of the exe-
eutive committee of the District Kisan Committee, Liyall-
pur, have been arrested ;

{¢) the reasons for their arrest and the action taken against them ;

(d) whether the prosecntion of Khan Gul Sher Khan, genersl sec-
retary of the Distriet Kisan Committee, Lyallpur and Bardar
Kulbir 8ingh, president of the reception committee of the
said Kisan Conference under section 124-A, Indian Penal Code,
has been recommended by the District Magistrate, Lyallpur.
and, if so, on what grounds ? - :

" Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah): (s} Yes.

(&) Yes.

{¢) For diéseminating seditions matter. Aotion under section 108,
«Cr. P. C., wag taken agsinst them.

(d) No.

Lala Duni Chand : Is it a fact that these gentlomen wers arreated
“becaunse they had dared to organise a conference of their own and did not
attend the conference held under the patronage of the Honourable Premier
-and other ministers ? : '
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Parliementary Secretary : No, Sir.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware of the
terms of section 108 and also whether thig is the first time that that particu-
lar section has been utilised for the purpose of taking-action ageinst a person
on grounds stated by him 9

Parliamentary Secretary : No, this is not the first time that section
. 108 has been applied to such cages.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Do I take it that the Parliamentary Secretary
is not aware of this ?

. Parliamentary Secretary : No, the interpretation put by courts on
this section justifies ity application in such cases.

Diwan Chaman Lall : May T ask the Parliaments.xry Secretary whether
these gentlernen have been actually convicted under that section 9

Parliamentary Secretary : I cannot answer this without notice,

Diwan Ckaman Lall : What are the orders of the court ? Do they say
that theze persons have been convieted becanse they disseminated seditious-
matier ? .

Parliamentary Secxetary: If the honowable member is so keen
to enquire into that maiter he can get a copy of the judgment and if he wants
any further information thereafter he may give notice.

Diwan Chaman-Lall : May I ask my honourable friend whether it is
not his own duty when answering questions on the floor of the Hogse, to
enlighten the House in regard to the actual truthful statement in reference to
the answer given ? May I ask my honoursable friend, since he has made tiHs -
statement on the floor of the House, whether action was taken because these
gentlemen were disseminating seditious matter 9 May I ask him whether
any order has been passed by any court in reference to thege gentlemen on
the ground stated by my honourable friend, and, if not, where does he get the
statement from, that they were convicted becanse they were disseminating
seditions matter ?

: Premier : My honourable friend hag probably himself not understood
the question. Part (¢) of the question asks for ** the veasons for their arrest
and the action taken against them ” and the answer is “ For disseminating
seditious matter, action under section 108, Cr. P. €., was taken agapst
them.” .

Diwan Chaman Lall : Therefore may I ask my lLonourable friend to
remember the reply given by his honourable colieague behind him in which
he stated that this action was taken for disseminating seditious matter
Do I take it therefore that there is no order of the court to this effect and that
it is only my honourable friend’s own opinion in regard to this matter 9

- Premier : Nothing is mentioned about the action in court. The answer -
merely states that they were arrested for disseminating seditious matter and
action under section 108, Cr. P. C., was taken against them. Therefore -
further supplementary questions do not arise. : _
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Diwan Chaman Lall : Therefore may I ask this, if my honourable-
friend has the actual facts regarding this case befors him, whether the court
had actually taken this view that my honourable friend takes, that the con-
viction was for this reason that they were disseminating seditious matter 2

Munshi Hari Lall : Whaf wag the finding of the court ? Did the court.
ﬁnd ?

Premier : Let the court find by all means.

Diwan Chaman Lall ; Has the court found ?

Premier ; That was not asked in the question. Had it been asked T
would have given the information.

Diwan Chaman Lall ;: The question was what was the action taken ¢

Premier : The answer 18 that action under section 108, Cr. P. C., was
taken against them.

Diwan Chaman Lall : And what is the result ?

Premier : As for the result, if you give me notice, you will get the:
ANEWEY.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Do I take it, therefore, that it is my hon’ble
friend’s own opinion that it was for disseminating seditions matter ?

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I take it that the opponents of my honour-
able friend are being proceeded with in this fashion ? May Iask my honour-
able friend whether he does not consider it unwise to start proceedings of
this nature against his political opponents merely heocanse they happen to
be hig political opponents ?

Premier ;: I am afraid it is a most unjustified and uncharitable view..
I have not taken any action against any politieal opponent merely because
he is my politiea.l opponent.

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask my honourable friend whether these-
gentlemen referred toin his question are his political supporters or his.
politieal opponents 9 May I ask him whether a large namber of his politi-
cal opponents are not actually in jail to-day ?

Premier : No.

N_'UM'BER OF MURDERS, DACOITIES AND COMMUNAL RIOTS IN THE Punaias,

*4024, Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh : Will the Honourable Pre-
mier be pleased to state the number of murders, dacoities and communaf
riots that took place, distriet-wise, in the Pumah during the years 1931
1932 1938, 1984, 1933, 1936 1987 and 1988 ?

l’aﬂmmen Secretary {Sardar Bahadur Sarda.r Ujjal Singh) x
A staterment is Fmd on the table
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Murder Cases.

Digteict, 1631. | 1632, ; 1933. | 1934. | 1935, | 1936, | 1937, | 1038,
Hisanr .. . .- 40 41 37 135 29 11 45 54
‘Robtak .. . 1 o80] 35| 34y 22 %3 24| 8| a7
Qurgaon ., o | o2 ) ow| | 4| 18] 18] 15
Kaenal .. .- .. 23 0 15 22 22 18 18 22
Ambala .. .. . 14 b K 12 i3 23 9 20

KHimla . . . . 3 1 2] .. 3 ..
Hoshiarpur o .- 10 12 12 11 13 13 o 10
Juilundur e ‘e 21 25 24 1% 23 16 28 3l
Ludhisna .. . Lf o] sl 3] oaw| 2 w| =z o
Kanger .. e .- 17 ] G i 10 14 12 &
Ferozepore . . a7 83 69 74 3% 63 T3 1T
Lahore .. - | 10 93 | M9 124 | 132 ) 154 138 | 148
Amritaar .. .. . 32 il 56 73 74 Y 43 53
Gurdaspur i . 14 26 24 36 23 26 38 32
Stalkot .. e o 12 20 25 19 38 27 23 29
\ Goiranwala . . 25 11 25 27 24 31 37 36
Sheikhupura . ' 32 27 32 8 ar 35 36 4
Lyallpur .. . .. 35 56 34 44 45 58 64 43
Montgomery .. . 64 43 85 ) .31 B 11 44 72
Jhang - o .- 13 12 21 . I8 o3 22 27) 21
Multan .. ‘- . 23 17 27 0 10 40 31 48
Muzaffargarh ‘e . 10 14 13 25 25 28 I8 16
Dera Ghesi Khan .. . 0| 42| osZf 8 | 33) 43| &
Gujrat .. .. R 19 34 22 4 42 a7 42 31
Shahpur .. . . 30 30 27 38 il 48 46 53
Jhelom ., .. - 46 43 63 13 7 40 33 +
Mianwali .. e . 42 36 27 28 25 27 23 37
Rawalpindi . . 46 34 42 42 33 33 3z 45
Attock .. PP . 9 58 T4 67 63 38 3’1 66
Total - 923 | B81 | 997 | 993 11,085 | 1,082 | 1,087 | 1,273
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Dacoity Cases.

* D¥trict. 1931, 1932‘!1933. 1934. | 1035, | 1936. [ 1097, | 1028,

Hissar 17| 17 9 1i2 7 8 8| 24
Rohtak 1] 1 7 3 3 2 ¢
Gargson . i 5 3 3 g 3 3 5
Karpsl .. .- R -8 I P B b 7 4 4| 16 i3
Ambala .. 6 2 3 4 8 2 2 re
Simla .. .. 1 -
Hoshiarpur . 41 4 3 8 2 5 T
Juallundur - - 2 4 1 2 2 2 2 i
Ludhians .. Bl 17| 8| si 8| 4 11 s
Kangra .. . I 4 2 2] .. I 1
Ferozepore - | a4 20 28 s! 18| 12| 21
Lahore 13{ 10| 10! 10| 10{ 12 9| 12
Amritaar ., . 1 14 7 G 5 6 B 2
Gurdaapur - . 7 E 3 8 8 ) 9 4
Sialkot = .. - . 4 8 . 1 32 8
Gujmwsﬁ e & 3 2 2 1 . i &
Sheikhupura L 3 85 8 3 2 2 4 2
Lyailpur .. 6 6 ] 1 1 6 4 6
Montgomery 11 6 8 & 8 6 3 X
Jhang .. . 3 4 2 1 5 7 1 3
Multan ., .. . ¢ éf{ 10 8 8 2 5 7
Muzafiargarh . . 2 1 3 2 2 1 -
Dera Ghazi Khan .. 11 4 2 8 B 2 4 b’
Gujrat 2 4] 12 8 4 7 4
Shahpur .. . e 3 5 4| .. 1 1 1 il
Jhelom .. . 8 3 2 4 2 2 4
Misnwali .. 3 ] 4 1 1 .. 1 3
Rawalpindi ', . 2| 8| 5| ¢ 1 1| ®
Attock .. . N S SN Y el sl 1} 1
Total | 2a8| 22| 157 188| 116] 108 112 162
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Commaunal riots in the Punjab during the years 1981—1938,
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District,

1931.

1932,

1933.

1634,

1
{

1835,

1936,

1937.

1438,

Hiinsar
Rohtak
Qurgaon ..
Karnal
Ambala
RBimla
Hashisrpur
-Jullunduy
Ludhiana ..
Kanpre
Ferozepore
Lahore ..
.gmgitsa.r .
Gurdas .
Sialkotpm. . ‘e
“Gujranwala ..
Bheikhnpura
Montgomery
}Jﬂ'allpur .
a .- ..
ﬂul% S ..
uzaffargay]
Dera Ghazi Khan
Gujrat .
Shahpur ..
Jhelam o
Rawalpindi o
Attock .
Mianwali ..

Total

bt el bl

s

S

Ll £

10

146

18

FirEARME, ETC., CAPTURED BY POLICE.

_ *4025. Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh : Will the Honourshle Pre-
mier be pleaged to state how many guns, rifles, pistols, revolvers, spears and
«¢hhavis in unauthorised possession were captured by the police district-wise,
during the years 1981, 1932, 1988, 1984, 1985, 1936, 1937 and 1988 9

. Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh) : A
glatement is laid on the table showing the number of revolvers, pistols and
rifles recovered by the police during the years mentioned. Figures in respect
of other weapons are not on record at headquarters and their collestion
would entail an expenditure of time and labour out of proportion to the
results to be secured. . ' '
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Revolvers.
Distriet. 1031, | .1932. 1 1933. | 1934, | 1935. | 1936. | 1937, | 19%8.
Hissar ‘e . 3 ' 2 2 1 1
Rohtak . 2 1 2 3 3 3 3
Gurgaon .. . 1 1] ..
Karnal ., - . . 4 1 . . i 2
Ambals, . . 7 3 1 2 1 1 I
Simla 13 - 8
Hoshiarpur 1 3 ] .
-Jullunder 1 3 3 3 2 1 2
_Ludhiana .. . 2 1 8 5 5. 3 31 ¢
Kangra .. . . . . .
Ferozepore . 10 13 12 10 8 3 & - K]
Lahore . 14| 23l 15| 10 | 3 2 8
Amritsar . N e 2 12] 4| 3y 3| sl s
-Gajranwala 1 1 1 2 1 4
-Shé;ikhupum . 3 2 4 ] , .
Sialkot . 4 2 2 -1 . ..
Meontgomery 1 1 b1 . . ‘e 6
Lyallpur .. 3 1 2 2 2 3 2
Gardaspur 2 4 . . 1 z
.Jhang . 5 1 1 2 .
Multan . 1 1
Muzaffargach 1 . . 1 . .
Ders Ghazi Khan 2 1 1 1
Gujrat . f0 1 1 ¥ 1 3 ..
Shahpur i2 13 P 1 3 4 b i3
Jhelnm ., 3 20 6 1 7 3 2 8
Mianwali .. Gl 21 1 2 . 1 3 1
Rawalpindi . 57 a1 24 13 16 10 L] 5
AttO(;k 18 11 i 7 23 20 ki 2
) Total .| 2a5] 13| 108 70| 89| ]| 50| 70
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Pistols,
I |

Distriet. I 198). | 1932, | 1933. | 1934. 1933, | 1926, | 1937, | 1948,
Hissar .. .. ol e 2 2t 8l 5| 3]
Robtak .. .. " 4 Py
Gargaon .. .. .. - . .. .. o 1 1
Kamal .. .. : . 3 2| .. .. | 2
Ambals a I 1 2z 1 1
Simla [
Hoehiarpur o A 4 1 2} !
Julindur .. I N ' B Lo
Ludhians .. 2 5 2| 13 nl R
Kangra .. . .. 2 1 -
Ferozepore - 1 16 3 24 28 30 35 25
Lahore . .. .. . 3 18 gl 1t 3 5 4 4
Amritsar ., " . ] 2 1 4 4 1 2
Gujranwala .. 1 17
Sheikhupura 2 2| - 2 ¥ 4
Binlkot .. D 1 1 I
Lyalipur .. . 1 1 2 1 6 4
Gurdsapur . 2 1 1 3 3
Montgomery . 1 2 Il 4
Jhang e ‘e . 2 . 21 . 3 1
Muoltan . . 1 1 . 1
Muzaffargarh .e 1 2 2
Dera Gihagi Khan .. . 1 2 1 e
Gujrat .. 5] .. . 2] .. 1 1z
Shahpur .. . . 6 3 1 1 I 2 20 12
Jhehim .. . ve 7 ! L} 6 2
Mianwali .. .- I} 31 1 20 2 4 3 3
Rawalpindi .. 1 17 9| 12{ 3 a 1 s
Attock .. - 5 4 2 3 8 5| 3 1

Total . 94 | 120 68 | 104 80 80 84 | 115 -
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District. 1931. ) 1932. | 1933. 1634. ] 1935. | 1936. | 1937. | 1938.

Higsar .. .. .. 1 . . e 17 ..
Robtak . ‘- . . .. . . 1 1

Gurgaen .. ‘e R . - . . S ve .

Amwbala .. - . 20 .. 1 1 1] .. . 1

Hoshiarpur .- . o 15 .. . . 1
Jullendur . N .- . .-
Ludhiana .. . . 1} .. 2] .. 5 3 1
Kangra .. .- R . ‘e ..
Ferozepore . .. .. 2 g 3 2 1 2 1 1
Lehore .. . . 1] .. 1 1oL . 1 2
Amritear .. . . . . 2] .. . -
Gurdaspur .. .. . - e ..
Lyallpur .. . . v 1 . - . . - 1
Gujranwals . .- . . 1{ .. 1 .. . 2
Bheikhupurs . I . . .. . .
Montgomery .. N S U B T 4
Muzaffargarh . N H . - Iy .. 1] ..
Dera Ghasi Ehan ., S . 6| .. 1 I .. .
Gujrat ., e 1] .. SR P . 2 .. .
Bhahpur .. - . 2 2 5 gl .. .. 7
Rawalpindi ‘e - 1
Attock .. ‘e [

. 1 ‘. ..

gle « 2

[}

[

L.

- 3
Blew © ¢ » & °
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MueDER oF 3AuDs SiNGH axD NAND SingH.

+4036. Master Kabul Singh: Will the Honourable Premier be
pleaged to state whether the Government iz aware of the fact that two per-
sons named Sabda Singh, son of Nand Singh, aged 24 or 25 years and Nand
Singh, son of Ram Singh, about 60 or 65 years old, were murdered in Kad-
dowal, police station Kartarpur, district Jullundur, by some unknewn per-
sons &b ten o'clock during the night of 18th and 19th May, 1984 if so,
whether the murderers have been traced and chalianed and if not, the special
stepe that are intended to be taken by the police to ‘race out the
murderers ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh) :
Ves. (The offence took place in May last, not May 1984). The murderers
have not yet been traced, but the case is still under investigation.

PuNITIVE POLICE IN viLLAGE Cmwma KauDIAN.

+4063, Shrimati Raghbir Kaur : Will the Honourable Premier be
pleaged to state—
(a) whether it is a fact that Punitive Police has been posted in village
Chima Khudi, thana Gobindpur, district Gurdaspur, and
that a sum of Rs. 14,000 has been realized from the adjoin-
ing villages, namely, Mudhowal, Bhikiwal, Hardowal,
Khijsla and Harpur by the Government, as ** Tawan Yy
(b} if the answer to {(a) above is in the affirmative, will the Govern-
ment lay the statement of expenditure on the said Punitive
Police on the table of the House ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh) : (a)
Yes. A hody of additional police post has been quarbered, for two years
from the 136 August last, in an area comprised of villages Chima Khudi,
Bharth, Mathols, Bhem, Khujala, Harpura, and Bhatiwal in the Srigobind-
pura police station ares, at a total cost of Rs. 9,348-8-8 (not Rs. 14,000 as
gbated in the question). No recoveries have so far been mads. The Com-
missioner was mformied, when the orders were issued, that if the inhabitants
ghowed genuine signs of reformation it would be open to him to submit
proposals for the withdrawal of the post before completion of the fall two
Years.

(b) A statement of giving the detail of the cost is laid on the table.

CosT OF THE ADDITIONAL Porloz Posr LOOATED A% CHIMA Kaupr AND
CERTAIN OTHER VILLAGES IN THE GURDABPU—B DISTRICT.

Cost for the first yeor from 1t August, 1938, to 314t July, 1939.

. A P
1 Asaigtant Sub-Inspector of Police at Ra, 40 per mensem . - 588 0 0O
1 Head Constable at Ra. 36 per mensem . . . 420 0 O
9 Foot Conatables—
2 Foot Constables, selaction grade, at Re. 21 per mensem cach . 504 0 0
& Foot Constahlea, time.seale, at Ra, 18 per mensem each .. . 1,296 0 O
1 ¥oot Constable at Rs. 18 per mensem, i.e., jth of the total number
of Constables on account of contingency ressrve . .. 2186 0 0O
Total pay of establishment . 3024 0 O
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Bs. & P -

£

“Contingencies at 1/10th of pay of egtablishmenti .. . . 302 6 4
‘Leave contributions, 134 per veut. of total {average) pay of establishment,

i.2., }th total pay of establishment ‘e . . - 378 0 ¢
Pension contributjons 8} per cont of maximum pay of 1 Assfstant Sub.

daspoctor (Re. 60), 1 Head Constabls (R, 45) and 9 Foot Constables (s, 253),

fe, Re. 357 | - . e . .- 349 14 0
- Conveyance allowance for 1 Asgistant Sub-Inspector at Ra. 15 per mensem . . 180 0 ¢
10 Clothing allowances at Re. 15 each .. .. . . 150 0 0
10 Equipment allowances at Ra. & each | . " . 5 0 0

Total o 4434 4 4

Initial charges.
" Uniform allowanes for 1 Asslstant Sub-Inspsetor at Ra. 200 {elothing He, 75
plus equipment Ra, 126y .. . e v . 200 0 0
10 elothing sllowancsa at Re. 15 each . " . .. 150 ¢ o
10 equipment allowsnoes st Rs. 5 each . . . - . a0 0 0
10 beds and boxes at Rs. 15 each . e . . 150 0 o
Hutting charges .. o . .. . .. 200 0 9
Total initial charges .. 0 0 0.
N—
Granp Torar -+ B84 4 ¢
Clost for the gacond year from lal August, 1039, to 2ot July, 1040,
‘1 Assigtant Sub-Inspector of Poliss at Ra, 40 pet mensem ‘. .. 58 0 ¢
1 Conetable at Ra. 35 per mensem - . . 420 0 0
‘0 Foot Conatables—
2 Poot Conatables at R, 31 per mensen sach .- .. .. 504 ¢ O
"8 Foot Conatables at Bs. 18 per mensem oach ‘. v . 1296 0 0
1 Foot Constablo at Ra. 13" per mensem, i.e. §th of the total num
of Constables on &oconnt of contingenoy reserve .. | .- .- 216 0 0
—_—
Total puy of eptablishment .« 3024 0 O
“Contingencies at 1/10th of pay of establishment . . . 302 8 4
Leave contributions at 124 per cent. of total pay of establishnient . arms ¢ ¢
Pension eontributions . e . . . 349 14 ¢
Couveyanoce allowanoce for 1 Assistant Sub-Inspector a6 Ra. 15 per menvem. . 80 0 0
10 clothing allowanoces at Re. 15 per annum . .- .- 150 0 ¢
10 aquipment allowsness at Rs, 5§ per sunum . o ‘e 60 0 O
1 clothing and equipment allowanoe for Agssistant Snb-Inspector at Re. 25
per annum .. .. .. . .. 25 0 0
Hufting charges .. . - .. L e . 200 0 0
Total -+ 1635 4 4
Gea¥D Toxan -« 4859 4 4

UNLICENBED ARMS RECOVERED RY POLIOE.

*4075. Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Will the Honourable Pre.
mier be pleased to state the number of unlicensed arms recovered by the
police from the possession of people in the Punjab in the year 1988 ang
whether it js a fact that the number of unlicensed arms recovered by tho
police during this year ig much larger than those recovered in any pre-
seding year ? o

o2
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Parliamentary Secretary (3axdar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh): The
honourable member is invited to refer to the reply given to question *40251,
put by the honourable member for Ferozepore North (Sikh) Rural. The
figure for. 1988, taking revolvers, pistols, and rifles all together, is a little
higher than the figures for the preceding five years but consjderably lower
than those for 1981 and 1982. -

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : May I enquire if the increase in
the numbcer of unlicensed arms recovered by the police has affected the
erime in any way 2  Is the crime on the increase or on the decrease 9

. Parliamentary Secretary : I have stated that as a matter of faot
the figure iz much lower than those for 1931 and 1982.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hetiana : * But it is higher than the figure
for the preceding five years.

Parliamentary Secretary : Slightly higher.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Has it affected the total number of
crimes ?

Parliamentary Secraiary: It is not possible to gauge its effect
on crime. .

Mian Sultan Mahimud Hetiana : Does it not affect the crime ?

Parliamentary Secretary : It is difficult to state cxactly the canses
contributing to inercase or decrease in crimes, 1.6., how much is due to tho
recovery of unlicensed arms and how much te othor factors.

Mian Sultan Mahsmud Hotiana : Does it affoct the cxime at all ?

Parliamentary Secretary : To some extent.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana :~ How i3 it that the number of
unlicensed arms recovered by the police is larger this year and still the crime
13 also on the increase ?

Parliamentary Secretary: There are other factors which should
be takep into consideration and which have a great effect on erime,.

REPRESENTATION OF MAYO COMMUNITY IN THE PUNJAR POLICE.

*4376. Cheudhr: Abdul Rahim : Will the Honourable Premier
be pleased to state the number of persons belonging to the Mayo community
at present employed in the Punjab Police and whather their number is pro-
portionate to their population in the province and, if not, why not ?

. The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : Figures regard-
ing the communal proportions in the serviees are given in the Consolidated
Statement which is supplied annually to all members” of the House. Gov-
emment caniot undertake to allocate shares to particular tribes and castes.

Dr. Arpyr HargEesz.

*4081. Maulvi Mazhar Ali Azhar : Will the Honourable Premijer
kindly refer to his speech, dated the 20th July, 1998 (reported in the
Panjab Legislative Aswembly Debates, Volume I, No. 25, Official Reports,

1Page 62 anle.
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«on pages 1777), and state whether it is a fact that Mian Abdul Aziz, M. L. A,
d written to him, giving a brief history of his brother Dr. Abdul Hafeez,
whoisat Ankora (Turkey) at present ; if so, the result of the consideration
of the Honourable Premier in thig respect ?
* Parliamentary Secretary (Sayod Amjad Ali Shah): First part—Yes,
Second part—The repult of the consideration of the matier by the Pre-
‘mier was conveyed to Mian Abdu) Aziz direct.

MarTREATMENT OF ATa MuBaMMaD JAN BY RAWALPINDI Porice.

*4086. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Will the Honourable Premier
be pleased to state whether at any time during the last fow months he re-
-ceived any representation from one Mr. A. M. John alleging maltreas-
ment meted out to him by the Police authorities of Rawalpindi in Febra-
ary, 19885 if o, whother any inquiry was made into the allegation
made; and if so, what was the result of that inquiry ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh) :
‘The honourable member doubtiess refers to & representation made by one
Ata Muhammad Jan of Rawalpindi, in which ha alloged that & sub-inspector
-of police had uged abusive language regarding him. There was no complaint
-of physical malireatment. Tnguiries made by the City Magistrate of Rawal-
pindi, as well as by the sub-inspector’s departmental seperiors, show that
Ats Mubammad had no cause for complaint.

MURDERS COMMITTED 1IN JEANG DISTRI¢T.

*4092. Munshi Hari Lal: Will the Honowrable Premier be
pleased to state—
(@) how many murders were committed in the Jhang district from
January, 1985, to December, 1938 ;
(b) how many were traced out resulting in conviction ?
Parliamentary Secretary (Sardsr Bahadur Bardar Ujjal Singh)
(@) 120 (cases reported). : .
(b} 52 cases resulted in conviction, 30 ended in acquittal, 19 vemained
untraced, 6 were cancelled and 33 ave atill under investigation or trial.

ENROLMENT OF SOHEDULED 0ASTE CoONSTABLES AND HEAD CONSTABLES
IN TEE Poricg.
*4093, Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Pre-
mier be pleased to—

{a) lay on the table of the House a statement showing the figures
of the enrolment of constables and head-constables in the Police
throughout the Provinee ever since the present Government
took office, community-wise, specislly giving the number of the
members of the scheduled castes so enrolled ;

(%) give the proportion of representation at present enjoyed by
different communities and the scheduled castes in the Police
force in relation to their population ? :

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : 'To colleot the
full figures desired by the honourable member would entail an expenditure

1This answer was laid on the table,
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[Premier. ]

of time and labour out of all proportions to the result, Figures showing the
communal proportions in the police, as in the other services, are given in
the consolidated statement supplied annually to all honourable members.
Bo far as the scheduled castes are concerned, I may say that in addition to-
certain number who were already in the Force, thirteen new recruits have
been taken into the service since the 1st April, 1987,

*£116.—Cancelled.

APPLICATION BY MR. Ja¢ Panvesn, Mavacing Dizsoror,
Moxpay Morwing, Lrp, °

*4117. Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava ;: Will the Honourable Premier
be pleaged to state whether an application was filed in the middle of Nov-
ember, 1988, by Mr. Jag Parvesh, Managing Director, ‘ Monday Morning *,
Limited, for permission to act as printer and publisher of the Monday Morn-
tng, on Englich weekly at Lahore; if so, what action has been taken by
the Government so far on that applicalion ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah) : Yes. The District
Magistrate, Lahore, authenticated the declaration on Tth February, 1989,

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : May 1 know what was the cause of so.
‘wauch delay 2

Parliamentary Secxetary : He had to make enquiries,

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : What enquirics were made 9

Parliamentary Secretary: Enquiries whether gecurity onght to be
demanded or not.

PROPORTIONS FOR KECHUITMENT OF VARIOUS COMMUNITIES IN SER-
YICES.

*4120. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable
Premier be pleased to state what proportions are now fixed for the recruit-
ment of different communities to various branches of service, provincial
apd subordinate, in the Punjab and whether these proportions are different
from those of 40 per cent for Muslims, 40 per cent for Hindus and 90 per
cent for Bikhs fixed by the late Sir Fagl-i-Husain in  his capacity as o
member of the Government for recruitment to what were then called the
transferred services ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Sayed Amjad Ali Shah) : I regret that
the answer to this question is not ready,

Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das : I am only asking about the 'principle
and the proportions fixed for various communities in the msking of appoint-
ments,

Premier ; The principle which has been decided is roughly this: fifty
per cent. Muslims and fifty per cent. non-Muslims. Of the non-Muslims
20 per eent. goes to the Sikhs, 30 per cent. to the Hindus and others includ-
ing scheduled castes.

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Where do the Christians snd
Europeans come in ?

Premier : They come under the heading ¢ others.”



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 71

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask whether in the definition of ‘others’
is also included the term * agriculturists’ 2 What is the definition of the
word agriculturists in regard to this?

Premier ;: So far a5 the definition of agriculturists is coneerned, my
honourable friend will have to refer to several books of reference because
it varies. But g0 far as the definition for the purposes of recruitment is
concerned, the next question will answer it.

Diwan Chaman Lall : I am not worried about reference books. I
am only asking this question with reference to recruitment.

Premier : Then please wait for the answer to the next question.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : May I know if orders have been passod that
in all groups, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, agriculturiets should be given
preforence over non-sgriculturists ?

Premier : Proportions for agriculturists and non-agriculturists have
been laid down in practically all the cases.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar: What are those proportions ?

Premier : They vary from 80 per cent. to 66 pex cent. or may be even
Tess.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar: Eighty per cent. so far as others axe con-
eerned 2
Premier : So far as all are concerned.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar: Do I understand that 80 per cent. agri-
culturists are to be taken and 20 per cent. non-agriculturists are to be
taken ?

Premier : Out of the total number recruited, Muslirms, non-Muslims
and others, the proportion of sgriculturists normally is 66 per cent. and in one
or two cases like the Veterinary Department and the Co-operative Depart-
ment, I think the figure is higher, perhaps 80 per cent., but in other depart-
ments 66 per cent. agriculturists is the proportion for all communities com-
bined.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar: DoI understand my honourable friend
aright when Isay that standing instructions are thatin all future recruit-
ments whether smongst Muslims or non-Muslims 80 per cent. agriculturists
should be appointed ? If this is 80, what was the proportion between agri-
turiets and non-agriculturigts at the time these orders were issued ?

- Premier : I am afraid that is a question which would involve an
enormous amount of labour but actually proportions were laid down in
1919. There is a resolution to that effect which my honourable friend
would find in the Assembly Library laying down certain proportions for agyi-
culiurists and non-agriculturists. It was gaid in that resolution that these
proportions would be varied in the light of experience and sccording to the
needs of the timb by increasing or decreasing these proportions. That resolu-
tion still holds good and so far as agriculturists are concerned in one or two
casos, a8 I have already said, a very high figure was laid down initially in
1913 and we have not alterad that to any great extent, but so far o
division, community-wige, is concernad we have certainly departed fror the
previous instructions and generally speaking there are 50 per cent. Muslims
and 50 per cent. non-Muslims.
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Diwan Chaman Lall: Do I take it that my honourable friend is
sticking to the terms of the resolution of the Punjab Government passed in
October, 1919, regarding the mesning of the word ‘agricultnrist *?

Premier : Normally speaking.

Diwan Chaman Lall ; Is it s fact that the definition of the word
‘agriculturist > used in the Resolution of Qotober 1919 i not the same as
i3 sought to be given to that word by my honourable friend now ?

Premier : My honourable friend js merely anticipating the answer
to the next question.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if this is the policy of the Government
that this proportion is to be maintained at all costs and if square men are
not available then round men are thrust in 9 :

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Are they going to be put into holes ¢

Premier : No. As & matter of fact what my honourable friend
means 18 that sometimes square pegs are thrust in round holes,

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if this is the poliey of the Govern-
ment that if good doctors are not available, then ongineers are to be appointed
i their place, as is sometimes done in some Btates ? (Laughter).

Premier ; I know that this ig done in the Indjan States, but this ig
not done in the Punjab,

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : May I know what further action Govemn-
ment proposes to take to sec that these orders are carried out and that they
are fully complied with by all the departments ?

Premier : In departments whers there is some kind of difficulty,
instructions have been issued to the effect that six-monthly staternents should
be sent to the Government so that they may be kept informed of the pro-
portions of the varions communities and it has heen laid down that no de-
parture shall be made in any ease from these instructions without the sanc-
tion of the appointing authority or the local Government.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Are these stx-monthly statements al-
"ways correct ?

Premier : If my honourable friend brings to my uotice any specific
instance that they havo been deliberately cooked, I shall be glad to take
action ? : ’

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri : May I askif fresh recruit-
ments are also being madse in the same proportions 9

Premier : Yes. Generally speaking this is the ratio on which appomt-
ments are boing made,

Rai Bahadar Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Is it not a fact that in
order to remove what are called inequalities in the oxisting cadre 70 per
vent or 8) per cent men of one community are recruited even for fresh
-appointments ?

Premier : No, 8ir. The honourable member is hopelessly incorrect.
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Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask whethor he has taken any note
of section 298 (1) of the Government of Indis Act which says—
Mo subject of His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only of religion, plhee
ﬁ?n&dbii;.desoenh colour or any of them be ineligible for office ander the Crown
in * _ : .
May I ask if he hag taken legal opinion in reference to section 298 (1) ?
Premier : Yes.

_Diwan Chaman Lall : May 1 ask whether he has any objection to
laying on the table of the House the contents of that legal opmion taken by
him ?

_ Premier : It was not necessary for me to take legal opinion. When I
gaid ‘yes’, I meant that section 298 (1) of the Government of India Aot has
been faken into consideration. Why should we take legal opinion into con-
gideration, when we know that two and two make four,

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I tell my honourable friend that when he
puts 2 and 2 fogether it may become 22 and not 4. May I ask him
whether, in view of the explicit terms of section 298 (1) of the Government
of India Act, which says that “no subjeet of His Majosty domiciled in India
shall on grounds only of religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of
them be ineligible for office under the Crown in India”, he is justified legally
in making & division in this way ? Has my honourable friend taken legal
opinion with regard to this pomt ?

Premier : As a matter of fact the position is quite clear {Inder-
ruption).

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask my honourable friend if he has
visualised this state of affairs that, when the particular quota of percentage is
filled up and then a Muhammadan candidate comes and applies for & job
which is vacant, it is not in order that he should be given that job because
hig own quota is complete and he cannot walk into the quota of the other
two communities ? Does this not debar him on the ground of religion ?
Has that point been taken into consideration or not ?

Premier : My honourable friend has put a hypothstical question.
As a matter of fact recruitment is made in units and each eommunity gets the
due quota out of that unit, and, therefore, the question which he has just
now put forward does not arise.

Mian Abdul Rab : Iz the Honourable Premier aware of the fact that
the proportion that he has heen pleased to enunciate on the fioor of this
Housge is not being observed in certain offices under the Punjab Government ?
Is he aware of that fact ornot ¢ And in this connection I draw the Honoarable
Premier’s attention to the recruitment recently made in the Liagal Remem-
brancer’s office where not a single agriculturist has been recruited.

Premier : My honourable friend did not follow my answer. I said,
“generally speaking, in all departments” but not in every department.
There are certain technical departments where you cannot possibly have
agriculturists beeause none may be available but my honourable friend has
generally reforred to soveral departments. If he will bring any specifie in-
stances t0 my notice I will look into them. My honourable friends are

wery much misinformed with regard to this matter.
]
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Miar Abdal Rab: I will eertainly bring it to your kind notice.
Lala Bhim Sen Sachar: May I know if the definition of one being
+ 80 agriculturist or & non-agriculturist for the purpoges of Government
terminology is governed merely by a man’s birth
Premier : If he would wait for some time, he would geb & very complete

reply to this question in the reply to the next question which relates to that
particular subjeot.

Khan Sahib Chaudhri Sahib Dad Khan : Is the Honourable Premier
aware of the fact that district judges in the Punjab do not follow the practice

of having the proportion of 50 per cent. Muslims in the matter of recruitment
of subordinate establishment ¢

Premier: I am not sure whether these instructions have gone to-
the offices of the district judges or not, but if my honourable friend
would draw my aitention outside the House, I will make enquiries and let
him know. (Afier a hitle pause) 1 have just now learnt that mnstructions
have been issued and if my honourable friend would bring to my notice any
Bpecific instance, I will look into i. .

DEFINITION OF AGRICULTURISTS FOR RECRUITMENT IN SERVICES.

*4121. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Will the Honourable Pre-
mier be pleased to state whether the definition of agriculturists ag given
in the proceedings of Punjab Home Department No. 4572-8., dated the 3Srd
QOetober, 1919, ig still adhered to in appointing agricolturists to the various
services under the Government and, if not, whether any recent orders super-
seding the proceeding referred to above and declaring agriculturists for
the purpose of recrnitment to services as equivalent to statutory agricul
turists have been issued, if 80, whether he will be pleased to lay a copy of
these orders on the table of the House ?

. The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : The dofinition
of the term “zamindar” given in Punjab Government resolution No. 4572-8,,
dated the 3rd October, 1919, has been altered so a3 to include—

{a) all members of tribes notified as agricultural under the Alienation
of Land Act; and

(6) all hereditary proprietors or tenure holders of agricultural land
mainly dependent thereon and residing in rural areas, as well
as actual cultivators of such land.

A copy of the orders issued in thig respect 18 laid on the table.

Copy of a letter No. 4615-P, (.-88/38737, dated the 21st November, 1938,
from J. D. Penmy, Esq., C.IE., I.0.5., Chief Secretary to Government,
Punjab, to all Heads of Departments and the High Court, Commisstoners
of Duvisions, Deputy Commissioners and District and Sessions Judges
. the Punjab.

Subject :—POLICY IN THE WATTEE 0F BECEUVITMENT OF 2AMINDARS ™0 rEE PopLio Saevioxs,

1 ax directed to inform you that the Punjab Government has had undsr consideration:
its policy in the matter of recruitmext of zamindars to the public services, as laid down in the
*
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rosolution No. 4572.8., duted the 3rd October, 1918, and has decided to alter the definition of
the term “ gamindars ** so ae to indude— :

(@) all ggmbers of iribes notified ne agricultural under the Alienatioh of Land Aet;

{b) zamindars as defined in the existing definition, viz., all hereditary proprietors ot tenure-
holders of agricultural Jand mainly dependent thereon and residing in rursl areas,.
ag well s actnal cultivators of such Yand.

Diwan Chaman Lall : When wera these orders izssued. ?
Premier : They were issued on the 21st November, 1988.
Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri : Are the members of statutory

agricultural tribes, who do not mainly depend upon agriculture and do not
reside in rural aveas, emtitled to the benefit of being called agriculturists
under the new rules promuigated by this Government ?

. Premier : All agriculturists who are notified under the Land Aliena-
tion Act as such are assumed to be agriculturists for this purpose.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : Tross not my honourable friend realise that
the definition of agriculturist, as given in part (b) will serve no better than
a mere eye-wash hecause it creates a clear definition in favour of agriculturists
who do not live in rural areas and who do not have anything to do with
agriculture except that they are big landlords ?

Premier : My honourable friend must have a very big eye which I
cannot possibly wash if he has not followed the second part of the answer.
It says— '

** (2} all hereditary propristors or tenure holders of agricultural land mainly dependent
thereon and residing in rural aress, a3 well as setual cultivators of such land.

That means that they must be agriculturists and wmust possess
land. They must derive income from the land unlike somebody who has.
gobt an acre of agricultural land inside Lahore municipal area and has got
properties worth lakhs and does insurance business. (Laughler.) Lest
they should migrate into cities and because we want them to remain m rural
areas wo have made the sddition of “as well as actual culsivators” and I am
sure my honourable friends, like Sardar Sohan Singh Josh and Master Kabul
Singh and others, appreciate it. (Laughter).

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : Is not my honourable friend sware that even ~
those who claim themselves to be agriculturists live in urban areas and do
not mainly live on agricaiture and stall they get the benefit ?

Premier : Eventually they have to go back to their homes.

_ Lala Duni Chand : In order to give due share to the agriculturists
in the Government of this province has the Honourable Premier ever con-
sidered that some of the ministers should make room for an agricultarist
minister ¢

Mr. Speaker : Disallowed.

Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: We find in the red pamphlet,
called the Consolidated Statement, that a certain number of agricultural
tribes and non-agricultural tribes i3 given separately. 'We find that so many
are agriculturists and so many non-sgriculturists holding offices. If such 15
the ease, where is the necessity of having a statement prepared at all ?
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Premier : Why not ? Even then my honourable friend would per-
haps often like to make sure how many non-sgriculturists, whom he repre-
-gents, get into service. :

Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: I represent agriculturists,

Premier : So my honourable friend would like to know how many
agrieulfurists get the appointments, (4 voice : He is an agriculturist as
well a5 a non-agriculturist. He ig both.)

Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: It does not mean statutory agri-
culturist but agrieulturists ag you have just defined. If such is the case,
then where is the necessity of putting them caste-wise 9

Premier: 8o as to distingnish between those who are mainly  de-
pendent on agriculture and those who are not mainly dependent on agri-
culture. :

Rai Babadur My. Mukand Lal Puri: Wil the Honourable Premier
enlighten the House if a member of a notified agricultural tribe, who is not
mainly dependent on agrienlture and who is living in an urban area, like
Labore, is included within the definition of an agriculturist as now pro-
mulgated by the Punjab Government ?

Preraier : It is quite cloar. Every notified agrieniturist is ncluded
whether he lives in Lahore or in Baghbanpura.

Rai Bahadur My, Mukand Lal Puri: What is the justifieation for
giving this privilege to such a person who 1s not dependent upon agrienlturs
and who does not live in rural areas 9

Premier : According to what my honourable friend wants, if T under-
stand him correctly, 80 per cent  of notified agriculturists would be yuled
ouf, '

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Not ai all. [t they are
dependent on agriculture and live in rural areas, they should be treated as
agriculturists as the old bureancratic Government treated them. I want to
know what is the justification, in equity or otherwise, for giving this pret-
-erential treatment to persons born of certain  parents irrespective of the
profession that they follow and irrespective of the blace where they live 9

Premier : My honourable friend has probably not followad nee,
‘What T was going to say was that if what he wants were incorporated in
this rule or this definition, then 80 per cent. of the notified agriculturists
would be debarred because they are not mainly dependent on sgriculture.
They are mostly dependent on other funds derived from other sources like
my honourable friend opposite,

Rei Bahadur Mr, Mukand Lal Puri: If the Punjab Government
wants to lay down qualifications of dependence mainly on agrienlture and
residence in rural areas for the rest of the population what is the justi-
fication of the Punjab Government for giving this privilege to persons born
«f certain parents or born of certain tribes 9

Premier : To restore them to their previous aconomic condition,
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Diwan Chaman Lall : May T ask whether the action taken by the
Punjab Government in laying down this definition was in pursuance of
paragraph 9 of the Instrument of Instructions or of the resolution of the
Ministry. ’

Premier : I bhave not got the Instrument of Inmstructions before
me. ‘

Diwan Chaman Lall : Under paragraph 9 of the Instrument of In-
structions special responsibility falls on the Governor. Was it in pursuance
of paragraph 9 of the Instrument of Instructions or suo motu by the Punjab
Ministry ? .

Premier : I am afraid T eannot possibly give a reply to this question.
If he wants to know about something which took place between the Governor
and the Ministry then it is a sceret matter and I am not prepared to disclose
it. :

Diwan Chaman Lall : It is not a matter of my trying to probe into
anything secret. All T ask is this, whether it is in pursuance of a resolution
of the Punjab Government or whether action was taken under paragraph 9
of the Instrument of Instruetions.

Premier : The resolution is published ; that is merely an amendment
pablished as a notification in the Gazetfe.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Is it under paragraph 9 of the Instrument of
Instructions or is it a resolution of the Punjab Government ?

Premier : It is by a resolution of the Punjab Government that all
acts are done but all notifications are issued under the name of the Governor.

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Did the resolution of 1919
include mombers of the notified agricultural tribes as such 9

Premier : Yes.
Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri : Did the resolution of 1919 confer

thig privilege on members of notified agricultural tribes irrespective of their
main dependence on agricultare ?

Premier : Yes, they were included in the term ‘tenure holders’,
It has been made quite distinet,

Rai Bahadur Mxr., Mukand Lal Puri : Was that class specified as
such ?

Premier : Yes, they weze included in that term.

Rai Bahadur My, Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable Premier
look at the notification and enlighten the House if members of the notified
agricultural tribes were included in that definition ?

Premier : Yes, except for the definition which was followed by the-
High Court and that definition so far as the High Courb is concerned, has.
been altered, special proportions have been laid down and the position has
been made olear. e

Rai Babadur My. Mukand Lal Puri : Is not the present Govern-
ment widening its scope ? '

Premier : We are restricting it.
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Compraintas B¥ Punsas Moror UNiox AcAINgT S.-1. or Poriom,
Manwan.

*4124. Sardar Hari Singh: Will the Honourable Premier be
pleased to state—

(@) whether his attention has been drawn to the allegations recently
made in the Press by the Punjab Motor Union, Registered,
against the Sub-Inspector of Police, police station Manwan
to the effect that he travels free in publie motor vehicles ;

(b} if answer to (x) above be in the affirmative, whether the senior
officers have made inquiries into the mattey ; i so, with what
result ¢

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (@) Yes

{8) Enquiries made under the orders of the Senior Suporintendent of
Police, Lahore, have failed to establish that the station house officer has -
himself travelled free in public motor vehicles. Tt has, however, been proved
that in a certain number of eases the subordinate police of the station have
travelled on duty in buses without vouchers being issued. For this the
station house officer has heen censured. Departmental proceedings are also
being taken against the muharrir who appears to have been primarily res-
‘ponsible,

INQUIRY aGAINST Sue-INspEOoTOR, PUNDRL.

*4135. Lala Deshbandbu Gupta : Witl the Honourable Premier
bo pleasged to state—

(a) whether it is & fact that an Inquiry was instituted in September
last by the Deputy Superintendent, Police, Kaithal (Karnal),
against the sub-inspector, Pundri, on an allegation of bribery
made by an honourable member of the Assembly ; if go,
what has been the result of the gaid inquiry ;

(b) whether Government have so far taken any action on the result
of inguiry ; i so, what ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : Yes. Inqui-
ries were made executively, and these are complete. It iy understood,
however, that & complaint on the same facts has been filed in £he criminal
eourt, and 80 long as this is pending I must refrain from making any atate-
ment.

InQuIRIES MADE PROM Bumma GovmenManT ApOUT SarDAR Lar
Smeon, M. L. A,

*4148. Sardar Lal Singh : Wil the Honourable Premier be pleas-
od to state—

. »
{a) whether any inquiries were recently made from the Burma Gov-
ernment by the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana, about me ;

(b) if the answer to (a) above be in the affirmative, the ressons or
the occasion for doing 80; - .
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(¢} whether the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhisna, addressed these
roferences direet to the Burma Government or through any
channel, and if through a channel, the name of the channel ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (2) No.
() and (¢) Do not arise. -

CoNvi0TIONS IN CONNECTION WITH MULTAN Rrors.

*4149, Munshi Hari Lal : Will the Honourable Premier be pleased
to state—

{a) the number of accused challaned by the Palice before the magia-
terial courts in connexion with the last communal riot in
Multan which took place in Oectober, 1938, for {s) srson,
(it) murder, (iti) grievous hurt, (i) rioting, (v) receiving
stolen property, (vt} theft ;

(b) the number of thoss who were convieted undér each cotnt and
the minimum and maximum punishment awarded to the

accuged ?
The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan :
(@) (&) Arson .. .o Nl
(%) Murder - . .. One.
(34%) Grievouns hurt ' .- . Nd,
(i) Rioting - .. .. Nil
(v) Receiving stolen propert; .. Nme, under sections
454/411, 1. P. C.
(vt) Theft e .o .. Nil
) () Arson .. ve .. Nl
- (#) Murder . . . Accused acquitted
by the Sessions
Judge.
{fiid) Grievous hart . .. .. Nu .
(2v) Rioting o . .. Nil
(v) Receiving stolen property .. Three discharged,
two convicted and
sentenced to gix
months and four
monthe’ imprison-
ment, under geo.
tion 411, L. P. C.,
respectively.
‘ Cases againat the
remaining four are
pending in oourt,

(p?) Theft . . .. Nil

_'Losg;s:-smm_mr_:_ BY PEOPLE DUR TO COMMUNAL RIOTS TN MULTAN.
%‘Mﬂﬁh{"ﬂm Lal : * 'Will the Honoprable Premier be pleage
ed’{o” dtaté whithe? “the aunthorities have estimated the total loss suffersd
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[Manshi Hari Lal.]
by the people on acconnto f the communal riots at Multan in October, 1938 ;

if 8o, the estimate thereof and the compensations, if any, proposed to be
given to the sufferera ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : First part.—
The total loss has not yet been fully estimated. A special officer has been
deputed for the purpose.

Second pari.—Does not arise.

TIPPING OF CHAPRASIS OF OFFICERE.

*4154. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Premior
be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is & fact that in various parts of the Panjab several
chaprasis of several touring officers still demand tips (term-
ed wmams by them in their terminclogy) from subordinate
officials on the annual or periodical inspection of their work ;

(b} whether several chaprasis of high placed Government offeers
still demand customary dues from outside visitors seeking
mterview with their chiefs; if so, how their exactions are
now infended to be stopped ?

The Henourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (2) and (5) No
specific complaints have been brought to the notice of Government ; but
if the honourable member brings any instances to the notice of the Govern-
ment and makes any suggestions to stop such practices they shall receive the
fullest possible consideration.

Move To BiMra oF TEE REGISTRAR OF oFFice oF DirkcTOR
oF Pusrio InstrucTioN, Puxngag,
*4169. Mian Abdul Rab : Will the Honourable Minister of Educa-
tion be pleased to state— b
{a) whether the Assistant Secretaries in the Punjab Civil Sceretariat
and Finaneial Commissioners” offices and Registrars of the
Irrigation and Buildings and Roads branches move to-Simla
during the summer with their offices ;
(b) if the answer to (a) above be in the negative, the reasons for
allowing the Registrar of the office of Director of Public In-
struction to move to Simla during summer ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : I regret that the answer to
the question is not ready.

TeansFer oF I. C. 8. orFicERs FROM EXECUTIVE To
Jupioian Brance,

*4174. Chaudhri Kartar Singh : Will the Honourable Premier be
pleased to state whether it is a faci that Mr. Nawab Singh, I. C. 8. and
Mr. Sachdeva, I. {. 8., have recently been transferred from the Execative
to the Judicial side and that Mr. Qrmerad, I. C. 8., has, on transfer from
the judicial #ide, bean appointed as Peputy Commissioner ; if so, the reasons
for these transfers from one branch to the other ?
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The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: Part I.—Yes,
Port 1I.—These transfers wore made in the public interest.

Chaudbri Kartar Singh : May I ask whether it is in the public in-
ter es to transfer s Buropean sessions judge to the executive branch and an
Indiatn deputy commissioner to the judicial branch 9

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is it & fact that such transfers from
the judicial branch to the executive branch are in the public interest

Premier : 1 can assure my honourable friend that all transfers ap®
made in the public interest.

Chaudbri Muhamraad Hassan : Was this particular transfor made
in the public interest ? . :
' Premier : T have already said that all transiers are made in the pubic
interest.
Chaudbri Kartar Singh ; May I know the reason why an agriculturist
Kbalsaji, S8ardar Nawab Singh, has been transterred from the executive to
the judicial branch ¢ :

Premier ; My honourable friend should not have mentioned any name.
He is very indiscreet in that respect,

REPRESENTATION FOR REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF VILLAGE
CHAUEIDARS IN VILLAGE Naparon v Hosarareur
DraTricr,

*4179.. Sardar Hari Singh : Wil the Honourabls FPremior be
pleased to state—

(8) whether he has recently received a representation, which haa
also been addressed to the Deputy Commissioner, Hoshiar-
par, {rom the inhabitants of village Nadalon in district Ho. ,
shiarpur, requesting reduction in the number-of village Chauki-
- dars;
{8} if amswer to (a) above be in the affirmative, the action taken by
the Government in the matter ?

The Honouxable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: A represen-
tation has besn received by the Deputy Commissioner of Hoshiarpur and
ig under his consideration. No representation seems to have been received
by me, but I may mention that under the Chaukidara Rules the number of
watchmen to be appointed in egch villsge is » matter for decision by the
Deputy Commissioner, subject to the revisional contrel of the Commis-
siomer, 5

ESTABLIBEMENT or PoLics posts AT CHIua KHURD awDp oTmER
_ PLACES IN GURDABPUR DisTRICT. '

*4182. Sardar Harjab Singh : Will the Honourable Premjer be-

pleased to state— .
(a) whether new police posts have recently been established at -
Chims Khurd, Bhatiwal, Harpura, Khujals, Mathola, Bham, .
Huchowal in the jurisdiction of the Hargobindpur police-

station in district Gurdaspur ;

D
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{8. Harjab Singh.]
(b) if the answer to the above (a) be in the affirmative, the reasons

for establishing the same ;
(¢) whether these posts have been established permanently or only
for a period ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : {0) With effect
from the lgt August last, a body of additiona! police has been quartered in an
area comprised of villages Chima Khudi, Bhatiwal, Harpura, Khujala,
‘Mathola, Bham and Bharth in the jurisdiction of the Sirigobimdpur (not
Hargobindpur) police station.

{b) The establishment of the past was necessitated by the record of the
villages, which have been the scene of a number of murders in the last three
years, as well as cases of illicit distillation, canal entting and other serious
crime.

(¢) The post has been established for a period of two years from the
date mentioned. The Commissioner was informed when the orders were
isgaed, that if the inhabitants showed genuine signs of reformation 1t would
be open to him to sabmit proposals for the withdrawal of the post before
completion of the full two years ; but up to the present he has not been able
to make sny recommendation.

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS.
Mr. Speaker ; I have recoived notices of 80 adjournment motions.
But as the general discussion of the annual budgot and the
3P, M voting of demands for grants would afford ample opportu-
nity for the discussion of matbters proposed to be discussed by these motions,
‘according to Parliamentary Practice, all motions are out of order.

Diwan Chaman Lall : I want to be enlightoned with regard to the
Parliamentary Procedure which you have just mentioned.

Mr. Speaker ; According to Campion, page 138—

The matter upon which an adjournment motion is based must mot be postponzble
until an opportunity is provided by Supply, ete.

Bat in the present case there is no question of postponement, as the
general discussion of the budget begins to-day.

According to Sir Erskine May's Parliamentary Practice, page 248 top,
« motions for adjournment regarding mattors for the discusgion of which the
committee of supply or other appointed business would afford an early
opportunity are out of order.” )

Diwan Chaman Lall : But we have no committee of supply. There
iz no such thing here.

Mr. Speaker : Yes. We have no committee of supply ; but we have
a Legislative Assembly which considers and passes the annual budget.

Lala Duni Chand : Sir, I want to put one question.

Mr. Speaker : No questions can be put to the Speaker.

Lala Duni Chand : In view of your rulifig a very important question
has arisen.

<



ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 89

Mr. Speaker : In my opinion there is no such matter as cannot be
«liscussed either in the course of a general discussion of the budget or when
the demands for grants are considered and voted upon, Butif any honour-
able member, who has given notice of an adjournment motion, contends that
the subject matter of his motion eannot be discussed cither in the course of
‘the general discussion or when demands for grants are discussed and voted
-upon, 1 shall be only glad to consider his point of view.

Lala Duni Chand ;: This was what I was going to say.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Sir, I do not stand to guestion your
ruling and I shall be the last person to do so. You have just now told us
‘that if we ean prove that a certain matter cannot be iaken up either under
the general discussion or on the voting of demands, then you will be pleased
‘0 congider it. My submission is that as far as the question of the general

" -discussion of the budget is concerned, no matter ean be voted upon and,
therefore, I would submit that if the question can be discussed under the
.general discussion, it should not be ruled ont by way of an adjournment
-motion. If there is any item, which can be discussed or talked about during
the genera] discusgion, it should not be ruled out as an adjournment motion,
because there is no voting on the general discussion.

Mr. Speaker : The main object of & motion for adjournment is discus-
-#ion. It is not meant to express and does not express in terms any judgment

upon the subject matter of the debate. Its object is not voting but dis-
cussion.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : An adjournment mosion is not only
disensged but also voted upon.

Diwan Chaman Lall : I would request you to bear in mind also this
thing. As far as the House of Commons is concerned, there the committee
-of supply sits practically continuously for months on end, snd, therefore, the
-opportunity, that is given to the members of the House of Conmons, is almost
& continuous opportunity and this restriction may be observed there because
-of that ; whereas we are restricted to a few days for the general diseussion
of the budget. It there are 80 adjourmment motions, they cannot be easily
accommodated in the discussion of the ordinary budget.

Mr. Speaker : Adjonmment motions are not moved in the committes
-of supply, but in the House.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Yes, quite true. But it gives a continuous
-opportunity for months to the members.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Sir, an, adjournment motion may be
by way of censure and voting then would not be a mere formality but would
be & necessity, as indicating the opinion of the House or any particular
port of the FHouse. In the genaral discussion there is no question of voting.
8o, it is not always that an adjownment motion is only a discussion.

Mr. Speaker : In the words of our rule 41 *“ & motion for an adjourn-
ament of the business of the Assembly ” is made * for the purpose of discussing
a definite matter of urgent public importance ”. According to Parliamentary
Jpractice also & motion for the adjournment of the House can be made only
** for the purpose of diseussing -a" definite matter of urgent public importance”.
‘The motion, that is put to the vote of the House, is * that the House do

2
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now adjourn”, not  that 0 and so be censured’. Therefore, its acceptance
or rejection by the House i3 not, in so many words, a judgment on the subject
of the debate, It is eme of the expedients of parlismentary tactics and as.
such is & “ dilatory motion”, 4., one meant to cause delay. Speaking
generally its object Is to deal with sore situation which has suddenly arisen.
Its object is not always censure or condemmation.

Lala Duni Chand: On & point of order, Sir. Those adjournment
motions which relate to the events that have taken place since the budget
was presented, must be held as good even in view of your ruling.

Mr. Speaker : All motions regarding matters, whieh may have oc-
curred before the general discussion and voting of demands, shall be governed
by my ruling,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (d41n INSTALMENT),
1938-39.

Minister for Finance (The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal): 8ir, I~
beg to present the Supplementary Estimates (4th Instalment) for the year
1938-39. Demands made thorein are made on the recommendation of Hig
Excellency the Governor.

BUDGET—GENERAL DISCUSSION.

Myr. Speaker : Th- House will now proceed to discuss the budget.

Chaudhri Kriskna Gopal Dutt (North-Eastern Towns, General,
Urban) : M, Speaker, | was not expeeting to-day to initiate the discussion
of the budget, but my Leader has approached re to initiate this debate,
80 [ deem 1t an honour as well as a privilege to open the discussion on behalf
of the Opposition and 1 do so with a full sense of responsibility. I quite
realise that sometimes the discussion on the budget is merely fireworks
and. that the budget sometines is not considered on its merits and very few
useful suggestions are made during the discussion both by the Opposition
as well as by the other side. It is, therefore, with a full sense of responsi-
bility that I am initiating the disenssion to-day.

Mr. Speaker, I listened the other day to the Iucid exposition of state-
ment of accounts in this province with interest and admiration. I appreciate
the intelligent efforts of the Honourable Minister and, I should say, the
diligent efforts of the Kinance SBecretary and his staff in the preparation
of this budget. May I, Mr. Speaker, say outright that I am more of a nug-
wump—an independent—in politics despite my predilections in favour of
the Congress. Therefore I have always considered myself capable of dis-
cussing a subject on its own merits, and to-day I propose to discuss the
Budget on ite erits, eschewing sentiment and passion. My dispassionate
view ig that in certain respects the Punjab budget is not bad. It is even
satisfactory—and iIn certain other respects it is sorely disappointing. I
can well realise that that may not be the personal fault of the Honourable the
Minister for Finance because I am one of those persons who are in‘a position
to appreciate and understand hie difficulties and handicaps. Besides the
handicaps inherent in the Constitution, the greatest handicap which he



BUDGET-—OBNERAL DISCUSSION. 85 -

suffors from or which impedes his way is 3 set of colleagues who are thoroughly
unsympathetic and reactionary---I should say hide-bound reactionaries—
and who act a3 a stone round his neck. So far as any progress is concerned,
I think it is his colleagues who are a stone round, his neck, because all those
who know him and who have heard him speak or who have read his speeches
in the papers know that he being a student of Economics, has got that sym-
pathetic outlook which a broad-minded and unorthodox economist has,
There is no doubt that I have differences with himi on certain, questions.
For instance, before I proceed any farther, T would draw the attention of
the House to the views of the Finance Minister in the matter of exchange
ratio. The views expressed by the Finance Minister on the subject on behalf
of the Punjab Government in a letter to the Bombay Government were views
of an orthodox reactiopary economist which could not be expected of him.
In expressing the views that he did at that time he played the role of Sir
James Grigg and borrowed arguments given from time to time by the
Finance Members of the Government of India like Sir Basil Blackett, Sir
George Sohuster and Sir James Grigg. He copied all those arguments and

I consider that those arguments wers not only fallacious and unpatriotic
but were reactionary,

Despite that, I say that one can honestly differ and I know that here
we honestly differ. T do not say that he holds certain views deliberately
because of his re-actionary attitude towards this province or this country.
I know that in this respect he is an orthodox economist who ab this stage
does not want any change in the ratio or exchange policy., But T think
it my duty that I should preface ry speech with these remarks that so far as
I understand, all sides of the House were in the heart of their hearts against
the views expressed in the letter- that he sent to the Bombay Government.
I know that there are quite a number of people on these benches who have
given expression to their resentment against the present policy which is being
followed by the Government of India in the matter of the exchange ratio,
There is Sardar Bahadar Ujjal Singh who in this very House gave expression
to his opinion and urged wpon the provincial Government to recommend
to the Government of India that so long as the present. exchange and eurrency
policy of the Government of Tndia continued there coald not be any im-
provement in this country, We cannot fight unemployment, we caunot,
advance the cauge of our export. trade, we cannot improve the prices in this
country, we cannot ameliorate the condition of the agriculturists, we cannot
further the cause of industry in this country unless and until we devalued
our currency. It was on these grounds that Sardar Bahadur Ujjal Singh
urged upon this provincial Govermment to approach the Government of
India on this question of ratio. Now he is a Parliamentary Secretary.
Jf he had any solicitude for seli-respect—and I hope tie had—he should
withdraw his support to the Government. In any other country under
similar conditions, he would have been the first to resien his office and leave
those benches, :

-1t is with a feeling of regret that I have to say that in this provinee
‘unfortunately democracy is treading on dangerous grounds. Grdups are
formed on personal grounds. This budget has not been discussed on merits,
but on personal grounds. Very fow gentlemen and very few newspapers
dn this province have diseussed the budget on other than personal grounds.
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I do not mean to attach motives to them. It is quite probable that they
were occupied otherwize in more important all-India questions. But so
far as I have been able to see, the Punjab budgst which is considered to-
be a very important doecument has been discussed only on personal grounds
and not on its own merits. While I am prepared to offer my hearty feli-
citations to the Honourable Minister on personal grounds, I cannot congratu--
late the Government on its achievements.

Now T shall consider the budget on personal and ideological grounds..
When I consider the budget on personal grounds, I am really tempted to
offer my hearty felicitations to the Finance Minister for bis very able speech
and for the lucid statement of the finances of the province. I am prepared.
to concede that he has got a sympathetic outlook on the finances of the
province and that he brings to bear this sympathetic outlook on certain.
questions. Not only am I prepared to concede all this, but I am prepared
to appreciate it, and more than that T appreciate the work of his Finence
Secretary and his staff who are the real people behind the budget. (Hear,
hear.)

Now, I shall come to the budget proper. Mr. Speaker, therc
are three outstanding featwres in the budget which in my opinion
do credit to the Government. The first is the substantial help for
the eonditions, the very tragic conditions arising out of famine in
the Hisear district and in other parts of the province. (Hear, hear.) The
second feature in my opinion which does credit to the Government is the
oxpeditionsness with which the Haveli Project has been put into operation,
The third feature is the reduction and refrenchment in expenditure
of 14 Jakhs in the ocurrent yesr and over 81 lakhs in the coming
year. But there are other factors in the budget which are
go disappointing both to the Congress members of this House
and others with independent opinion. Last year when the Finance
Minister presented the budget he gave expression to what I might
call robust optimism regarding the finances of this province. Bub as I
listened to his speech the other day, that cheerful note which he struck
in his Iast budget speech was lacking in his present speech. He is not now
80 enthusiastic, he i8 not g0 optimistic s he was some time ago. Why #
Becsuse this time he has produced a deficit budget, not only a deficit budget
for the ewrrent year, but a deficit budget for the coming year also. Last
year when he presented the budget he provided for a small surplus of rupees.
§lakhs. Later on an inspired news agency got it published in the newapapers
that this time the surplas was not going to be 5 lakhs but a good many more.
lakhs. But what ig the position now ? The result ig that there is a large-
deficit. According to the revised estimate for the current year there is a.
deficit of about 27 lakhs. For the coming year 1939-40 in spite of the reduc-
tion and retrenchment, there is a deficit of 81 lakhs. I think this is a matter
which has caused disappointment and even some concern and anxiety. One-
can of comrse ignore this defieit for any particular year if it is due to certain
extraordinary circumstances. But if the Finance Minister i going to produce-
a defieit budget year after vear, then the province will be only heading.
towards bankruptcy. A suecession of deficits, as most of the economists.
are agreed, would lead to serious financial and economic consequences.
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T think the Honoursble Finance Minister must have read the statement
of Leroy Beaulieu, a French Economist who said, “ there are lofty and
sereme sciences which Ieave unpurturbed those people whom they
‘do not affect but finance is not cne of these; it takes a temible
revenge on nations and individuals who despise and ignore it.”” What
I have began to euspeet after two deficit budgets is that the
Punjab Government is not paying proper attention to the finances of
the province. I think thas if this policy continues, this policy of overlook-
ing the expenditure and - overlooking what are called unforeseen, but not
unforseeable factors, then the finances of this province sre not in safe
hands. The Honourable the Finance Minister being an economist should
be oxpected to know certain things which are responsible for the deficié
not only in the current year but also in the next year. T know, Mr. Speaker,
that he has blamed Hissar famine for all this. I have carefully read hie
speech and I have studied his budget and I am not going to ignore any
fundamentsl part of them which may ever do any injustice to the Honourable
Finance Minister, The plea under which he has taken protection for these
deficite, for these two successive defieits, is that the Government have loat
about 55 lakhs of rupees in the current year and that the Government is
likely to lose another 55 lakhs in 1989-40. May I remind him of the opening
paragraph of his speech wherein he says that no Finance Minister in a country
kike Tndis or in a province like the Punjab which is predominently agricul-
tural, can assame the role of a prophet and therefore, it is very often that
sll his caloulations areupset ? Why? Because it is very difficult to depend
upon nature, it is very dificult to rely upon natare. I use to-day the same
argument for his condemnation, which he has himself used for his own
defence. The very argument under which he takes protection, I am going °
t0 use for the condemnation of the Punjab Government for their utter dis-
regard of the finances of the Punjab. And what is that 2 It is that in ax
agricultural country where the revenue receipts snd expenditure depend
upon the whims and caprices of nature, upon the eruelties of nature,
a Finance Minister should have the foresight and the breadth of vision to
picture to himself all those unforeseen factors, to take into account all those
things while preparing the budget. That is & fundamentel point which I
have to put forward to-day. Does he nob know that the Punjab is an agri-
cultural province ? Does he not know that it is a victim of the eruelties of
pature ? Does he not know that the finances depend upon the vagaries of
nature ? Then why did he not take into account all those thing: and make
provision in advance for all these things while preparing the estimates 2
Having failed to do that, he now comes before us and very solemnly declares
that the finances of the Punjab are very sound and it is only on account
of Hissar that we have suffered this loss and that otherwise we would have
had & substantial surplus in the current as well as in the next year. Mr.
Bpoaker, we cannot get rid of these crueltios of nature with the present
knowledge of science. It may be that some time later when seience makes
rapid progress, we may be able to eontrol even nature to the extent that we
may have rains to order and then we might be able to fare better or adopt
the prosent policy of the Punjab Government which lacks foresight. But
now when we are dependent upon nature, we should always take that fact
into account, we should take into consideration that this year or next year
we are going to have some famine somewhere, we are going to have sdme
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shortage of rain somewhere and, therefore, wo should be able to provide in
band for such emergencies. The blame should not rest on the shoulders of
Hissar famine. It should Lie on the top-heavy expenditure of the Punjab
Government which has erushed the average tax-payer to death in this
provinee. I remember the articles which the Honourable Chaudbri Sir
Chhotu Ram wrote some time ago and I wag reading those articles even last
night end in spite of the fact that he would get up and say that since then
some retrenchment has been made, & number of those items of retrenchment
which he recommended in those artioles Yel remain unattended to. No
attention has been paid to them. Now that he has power in his hands, he
bas done nothing to put into practice what he preached. 1 say with a full
sense of responsibility and I declare with a full sense of responsibility that
if the question of retrenchment ig taken in hand very seriously and very
earnestly, there is scope for retrenchment to the extent of at least two crores
in the expenditare, So, Mr. Speaker, it is not Hissar which is respomnsible
for this deficit. It is not Hissar which should give slespless nights to the
Honourable Finance Minister, but it is the topheavy expenditure of the
Punjab Government which should engage his attention. You know thag
in 1924-25 the expenditure of the Punjab Government was something like
809 lakhs of rupess or say 8 crores, excluding about 175 lakhs of provineial
contribution.  That 8 crores of expenditure has jumped up to about 12
trores to-day. It should be a matter of shame to as, it should be a matter
of shame to the Government and when the Honourable Minister Sir Chaudhri
Chhotu Ram wrote those artieles, he said that the Punjab agriculturist
* Was not in a position to pay, that the Punjab agriculturist was not in a posi-
tion to bear all this expenditure and he put in a very strong and a very
eloquent plea for reduction in expenditure. Bui now when he has got
respongibility in his own hands, he is sitting absolutely mum and quiet.
I do not know whether Lo has forgotten those articles or he is handicapped
by certain ecircumstances which are inexplicable to me. I know that the
Honourable the Finance Minister will get up in reply to this discussion and
8ay that the Punjab Government has taken a very practical step towards
retrenchment and it has appointed a Resources and Retrenchment Com-
mittee. Mr. Speaker, I do not know what is being done in that comrnittee.
~ But I would remind the House that the Retrenchmens Committee has already
been guilty of an inordinate delay in concluding its deliberations and sub-
mitting its report. Not only that, but the Retrenchment Committee has
itseli become a burden on the revenues of the Punjab Government, (Hear,
hear.) That committee which was, I should say, set up for the purposo of
reduction in expenditure, has now itself become a great barden on the reve-
Dues of this province. I would remind my honourable friend of enother
thing in this connection. What is 55 lakhs, he says—05 lakhs of loss in
Hissar in the current year and the same amount in the next year. And
then he comes and says “ we are propared to be judged by any standard
~of provineial finance ”. He is prepared to be judged by any standard of
provincial finance and declares “ we are the most efficient and Ioyal servants
of the people that history shall ever record”. I have never listened to a
mare preposterous, 4 more sudacious, a more irresponsible statement from s
responsible gentleman like the Finance Minister. I had thought that
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the Honourable Finance Minister was a very regpongible man and that he
did not indulge in hyperboles or exaggerations, but, look, we are told
that this ‘cabinet, this set of Ministers are the most loyal and most
efficient servants of the Punjab and not only now but which history ehall
ever record.

Rai Babhadur Mr. Makand Lal Puri: This is very modest.

Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt : But let us ignore the past and the
futnre history. Let us see the current events not only in this provines but
in other countries. Let us seo what is actually happening in other provin-
ces. I would remind the House that he has made much the loss due o
Hissar famine, but in the United Provinces, the Government have undex-
gone a voluntary loss of forty lakhs in Excise and in Bombay, the Bombay Go-
vernment has undergone & voluntary loss of thirty lakhs in the current year
and 150 lakhs in the coming year over and above thirty lakhs of the current
yoar. He comes out and says that the Government has suffered a loss of
fifty lakhs and in spite of that they have given huge sams to the beneficent
departments. Now, let us compare and see whether he really comes out
with flying colours out of this test which he hag himself imposed upon him
and which he has himself placed befors us. I have got before me some
figures. Figures for Education. In the Punjab in 1929.80, the Government
spent 172 lskhs on Education. In 1980-81 it spent 172 lakhs and in
1939-40 the Government proposes 0 spend 165 lakhs. This is the progress
that we have made since 1980.81. In 1980-81 the bureaucratic Government
set apart 172 lakhs for education but now we have only 165 lakhs. The
Honourable Minister for Edncation has come and said that we are doing
overything possible for educating this province and that they have opened
83 new schools and this and that, but the net amount that they propose
10 spend on this department is 165 lakhs as against 172 lakhs in 1930.81
and 172 lakhs in 1929-80. Is that a progressive or a retrograde step ? Now
let us compare what is being spent by the Bombay Government on Education.
In 1986-37 when they were not respongible for the budget, it was 159 lakhs,
in 1938-89 it was 190 lakhs and in the coming year the Bombay Government
has provided two crores for Education, despite the fact that the Bombay
Government is undergeing & voluntary loss of 150 lakhs over and above 30
lakhs during the current year. In the United Province, the Government
has provided 215 lakhs despite the fact that the United Provinees Govern-
ment has provided for a voluntary loss of 40 lakhs as a result of the policy
of proliibition which they are pursning very steadfastly, Now let us refer
to Public Health. The Honourable Minister seerns to have some solicitude
for the suffering of the people, for the ill-health of the people, but what do
the figures reveal ? The- figures reveal that in 1987-38, the Punjab Gov-
erament spent 22- 5 lakhs and in 1938-39 the Government spent 219 lakhs
and in the coming year they have provided 24-4 lakhs for Public Health.
What is the situation in Bombay ? In Bombay before the present Govern-
ment took charge the bureancratic Government used to spend 22 lakhs on
Public Health, but in the coming year they are spending a sum of 81°48
lakhs on, Pablic Health, much more than what the Punjab Government has
done and, to vopeat, that in spite of 150 lakhs of voluntary loss a3 a result
of the prohibition policy: Now eoming to the Industries, I should perhaps
say that the present Minister is perhaps incompetent to further the cause
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of industries. It is believed that without rapid industrialization and with-
out improvement in Industries, the average income of the people cannct
be increased, prices cannot be incressed and the prosperity of the provines
or of the country depends on the progress which the province or the country
makes in mdustries, Even agriculture depends on industry and vice versa.
What are the figures for industries ¢ The figures for industries are these.
In the current yesr according to the revised estimates the Government has
provided 20 lakhg and in the coming year the Government has provided
21'5 lakhs. What an achievement, what an improvement ? It seoms
to me that the Punjab Government hag meted out a step-motherly treat-
ment to the industries of the province. Let us now take the figures for-
United Provinces. The United Provinces Government used to spend before
the advent of the Congress Government 14 lakks on industries and now the-
United Provinces Government has provided 29- 4 lakhs, five lakhs more than
what the Punjab Government has done, in spite of the fact—and that factor
is fundamental, just as the Finance Minister said about understanding
the Punjab Finances, that factor is fundamental in understanding the finances
of the United Provinces (tovernmeni—that they have undergone a voluntary
loss of 40 lakhs, the United Provinces Government has provided 29-4 lakhs
for industries, while the Punjab Government has provided only 21 lakhs.
I am judging the Government by the test which the Honourable Finance
Minister hag himself placed before us. I do not want, as I said, to be unfair
to him and I do not want to indulge in any hyperboles or exaggerations..
I am going to quote facts and T am eschewing all sentiment from the discussion
of this budget. Mr. 8peaker, you will be surprised to note that we were
expecting that the Punjab Government would certainly do something for the
poor peons and chaprasis not only in this Assembly, but also in the entire.
secretariat.

I will now refer to the pay of the poor people like the chaprasis, the:
pay of the constables, the pay of the patwaris and all that. I am now going
to tell you whet the United Provinces Government has done for them.  With
your permission I will read out to you what they have done :—

Ever since the Government assumed office the guestion of improving the condition
of service of inferior Governtrent servanta including low-paid non-ministerial
offtcisls has enéaged its attention. ¥t would be unfair to defer the matter
any further. Government has not been guite happy over its postponement
m{ong snd has now made a ¢areful caleulation of the oost invloved in giving:
them relief in the matter of pay, leave and pension. It proposes to introduce
an incremental scale of Ra. 10 rising by biennial increments of eight annes to
Re. 14 per mensem with s selestion grade of Ra. 14-8-0 rising by annuwal inerep
ment of eight annas to Re. 18 per mengem for all permanent inferior servants
peid from the Establishment section of the budget whose pay at present is
less than 13 rupees per mensem, For those already drawing Rs. 13 and over
the following scale will be intreduced ;=

Eaisting. Ra. Proposed Ra, -
13 '
Hr o y - o Lommlocg
15]
16s - . . e 18=1-9
LR 17—1—2

185 - . e -
19 . . o o 20—0—0
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Chaprasis, orderlies, peons and jamadars of the Secretariat including the Logislative-
Conneil and Asserbly depariments will be allowed an additional pay of B, 2
mensew.  Moreover, inferior servants serving in the cities of Lucknow,
wapore, Allababad, Naini Tal and Mussoorie will be given an allowance of°
Rs. 2 per mensem for dearness of living and those serving in far away dis-
dricts and Dehra Dun and other nineteen big nities of the provinee will be given.
sllowance of Re, 1 per mensem, The Government hae also decided to abolish
the existing Re. 11 and Re, 12 grades of posts and to put all patttaris in these
ades in the Ra. I3 grade. Similarly the minimum pay of jail warders will be
8. 18 per mensem and sl of those now getting Ra, 12 or Re. 13 will be ad-
mitted to the new grade of Rs. 15. Police constables will be given the same
treatment and the pay of all constables at present drawing Re, 13 or Rs, 14
per mensem will be raised to Rs. 15 per mensem, It is intended to liberalise-

the rmle about the leave and pension of inferior Government servants, The:
cast of all these mensures will come to 12 lakha in the first yoar,

Minister for Finance g They will reach our position in eight yeara:-
(4n honourable Member :  Not evep in eight years.)

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : When you have achieved anything.
practical please let me know. I crave the indulgenee of the House for
reforring to another very important matter. The Punjsb Government
has almost ruined agricultural credit in this province on account
of certain very controversial measures which they have passed.
in the teeth of opposition. It was the imperative duty of the Punjab
Government to provide for cheap eredit. I have studied the budget
and I have found, and I am proving it, that this budget is not &.
pooX man’s budget. That js what I am proving. 1 have referred
to the improvements made by other governments so far as the pay of the
poor peopls is concerned but that does not seem to be the concern of the
Punjab Government. I am now taking up the question of cheap credit.
The dire need of the agriculturist of to-day is eredit and I am sure that the
Government will realise the seriousness of the situation in due course of time..
If the threats held out by Dr, Sir Gokul Chand Narang and his friends come-
out to be true, if the non-agriculturists put into operation all the advice:
which has been tendered to them by Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang, then I
am one of those who believe that there would be a cabastrophe ) in this-
provinee. I am not here now to pass an opinion on those resolutions but.
the fact remsins that those resolutions have been passed. Whether thoge
regolutions should have been passed, whether they were advisable, w}:'let.her-
they wers in the best interest of the provinee or not, is not my primary
concern at this stage. My contention is that the Punjab Government has.
perhaps lightly treated those resolutions. The most that I can say is that
whatever Dr. Sir GQokul Chand Narang has done—I have my differences.
with him—1I am prepared to concede that whatever he has d.one,l he has
done in self-defence.  What self-defence ? The Honourable Minister for
Development and not only he but the Premier also goes out in the province
and spreads the cult of hatred; they preach class hatred in the province..
What class hatred ? Agriculturists against non-agriculturists, nor}-sgrlculw
turists agsinst agriculturists. Thereby the entire <conomic fabric of the
provinee 15 in danger and when the question of realisation of land revenue-
'and water rates comes up before the Government and the friends of Dr. Sir-
Gokul Chand Narang do not provide any money to these people, the Gov-
ernment, I hope, will then come to their senses. I do not believe n ‘thlﬂ-
class hatred. I do not see any distinetion what.soevpr between !she agrmul-
turist and the non-agriculturist. If there is any difference it is this that
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there are conflicts of interest among the non-agriculturists as well as among
agriculturists.  There ave capitalisis and labourers among non-agricul-
turists.  There are capitalists and Iabourers amongst agricultarists. The
mberests of capitalist agriculturist and capitalist non-agriculturist are
common and similarly the interests of the proletariat among the agricul-
turists and non-agriculturists are common. Therefore, T say that it is
folly of the greatest magnitude on the part of the Punjab Government to
go out in the province and say that it is the zamindara government, It
should neither be a zamindara government nor a non-agricultarist govern-
ment. It should be a Punjab Government. Democracy does not mean
rule by majority so far as classes are concerned.  That is the meaning
of democracy which the Punjab Government hag taken into its head. We
have a peculiar and unjust system of franchise in this province and therefore
they are trying to avail of that because agriculturists are in a majority
and, therefore, they say that it is the zamindara government. To-morrow,
if there is radical change in the franchise, even Chandhri Sir Chhota Ram
will come to his senses and Le will go to non-agriculturists begging for
votes.  The problem in this province is that the Punjab Government has
shaken the very foundation of demoeracy. The Punjab Government has
made impossible the working of demoeracy in this provinee. Democracy
doag not mean the counting of heads as Deslile Bumns has said 1 if that were
democracy a flock of sheop would form the best democracy. Democracy
means rule by the best among the people.  If it means the tale by best in
society, then in that sense it has got an clement of aristocracy in it.

Mzr. Speaker : May I invite the honourable member's attention o
Rule 131 (1) of the Rules of Procedure ? Aceording to that rule the honoux-
able member can discuss the budget as a whole or any question of prineiple
involved therein, so the Lonourable member cannot disenss the ministers
personally.

Chaudhri Krishna Gepal Dutt : Thank vou-for the interruption
Mr. Speaker. The point that I was developing was that the Government
have not provided cheap crodit to the agriculiurists.  Thers is dire need
of it in the pFovince particnlarly under the cireumstances which have heen
created by the Government and ag a result of the defensive measures about
to be adopted by the mon-agriculturists. That was the main point and I
was gomg into a little bit of details so as to substantiate what I said.
Almost all the Congress provinces, I make bold to say, have taken active
steps in the matter of providing cheap credit. If
you go through the United Provinces budget you
will see that they have set apart a sum of Rs. 75,000 for this purpose.
(Munasterial benches :  Oh such a big sam ?) That is only to begin with and
that 13 golng to be spent on a preliminary survey for a geheme to open a
Provineial Co-operative Bank and that is the step they have taker in this
direction. Honourable members opposite have treated this statement
very lightly, as to what is Rs. 75,000, T think this Government may be
ashamed that while they sre treating the sum of Rs, 75,000 lightly they
have not provided a single pie for the purpose. It it not & matter of shame
for the Punjab Government that while they have shed erocodile tears over
the Hissar famine, not a single Minister has come out volmtarily for a

4P, M.
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reduction in his salary ? They are keeping quiot now. They will hold
their tongues. That is the most brazen-faced policy which the Punjab
Miristers follow. I will now read out front the United Provineos budget
and you. will find what schemes they have in hand. The question, is of
taking active steps in a certain manner :—

“With a view to promoting rural development in all its aspects apeédily Wé are intro-
ducing a Rural Development Bill which will be helpful in securing necessary
amenities for village communities, Legislation will algo be soon introduced
to remove the deadweight of debt and it is hoped that the agricuitar ists will
no longer be crippled by interminabls liabilities. In order to provide for rural
credit Government has asveral schemes in view and 3 provision of Rs. 75,000
is being made in arder to organige and set up a Provincial Co-operative Bank
on 2 big scale, The whole scheme will be brought before the House at o later
stage. The present provision is meant for a preliminory survey. Bankers
have been consulbed and the question is being examined.

That is what the Honourable Minister forgot. This sum of Rs. 75,000
has been set apart for proliminary survey only. This sum of Rs. 75,000
is not all that is going to be invested in the provineial bank for providing
cheap credit to the agriculturists. While other governments have done
something in the matter, the Punjab Government has not taken any step
In this direction.

I would not take more time of the House but I would like to refer to
another important matter, namely, the question of meting out justice to the
innocent as well as the eulprit. What I am refering to is the question of
relations between the judiciary and the exeentive. The Punjab Govern-
ment which considers itself or professes itself a socialist government, and
which n my opinion is a pseudo-socialist government, has not taken any
steps to re-organise the relations between the judiciary and the sexecutive.
I am giving exprossion to the general belief in the province that the courts
are not mesing out justice. 1 believe that the courts are at the back and
call of the executive, and I think it should be the primary concern of the
Punjab Government to see that this impression is removed and the only
way to remove this impression is by the separation of the exeentive and the
Judiciary. I refer to this mabter because the Honourable Finance Minister
says he is prepared to be judged by any standard and commpare himself
with the Finance Ministers of other provinces, that he is prepared to compare
his own budget with the bidgets of other provinces {(Finance Minister :
Not with the Finance Ministers of other provinces). That is an allegory.
The Honourable, the Pinance Minister said that he was prepared to be judged
by any standard ; that is why I referred to the separation of the executive
and the judiciary. The United Provinces Government is the first Govern-
ment in India to have taken an active step in that direction. It set up
& committee and that committes have submitted a report which will mean
& loss of Bs. 25,000 to the United Provinces Government. From all the
points of view which I have placed before the House the Punjab Government
budget does not compare favoursbly with the budgets of the United
Provinces and Bombay Governments. Mr, Speaker, you sometimes
express a thing with a flourish of language and not only you but rost of
us here do it. The Finance Minister has delivered his gpeech couched m
beautiful words and with a flourish of language. T want 0 impress upon
you and through you upon this House and through this House on the pro-
vines that behind the fourish of language, lies the staggering poverty of
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the provinee and nothing tangible has been done and no practical steps
have been taken to eradicate it. There was an opportunity for the Ministers
to express personal sympathy so far as the Hissar famine was congcerned.
In order to help the sufferers it was the primary dnty of the Ministers to fore-
.go ove thougand or even two hundred from thejr pay ; but such a tragic and
-devastating famine does not appesr to have produced any effect on the
‘hearts of the Mintsters.  What right have the Finance and nther Ministers
got to ask us to make a sacrifice from the rovenues of the province 2 What
right have they o ask other poor people to make sacrifices when these Minist-
«ers have no heart and have no sympathy and courage to undergo a reduc-
tion in their salary and yet they shed crcodile tears. (Cheers.)

Lieutenant Sardar Naunihal Singh Mann (Sheikhupura West,
Bikh, Rural): Mr, Speaker, the Honourable Finance Minister desdrves
to be congratulated for his very lucid exposition of the financial pieture
of the province.  Ostensibly our Budget is a deficit Budgst, but a5 2 matter
-of fact our financial position is hoth very goed and sound.  Sir, the year
1938-39 will go down in the history of the province as & year in which our
finances were put to a severe test. The Government in the second year
of its existence was faced with & critical situation in the economie life of
the province.  An extensive part of the province comprising four big
distriets, Hissar, Rohtalk, Gurgaon and Karnal were thrown in the grip
of an acute famine. The continued failure of rainfall for the last two
years in these districts, where rainfall is the only source of irrigation, brought
.about an unprecedented scarcity of grain and fodder. Extensive tracts of
barren land where not a blade of 8rass was grown, were starving and yearning
for water. Large herds of cattle were facing extinction for Iack of fodder
and drinking water. Human beings were facing starvation. Such wers
the conditions prevailing in those parts of the country which our Govern-
ment had to tackle. Words are inadequate to admire the political sagacity,
foresight and humanitarian steps taken by the Government to mest the
sibuation.  The promptitude and the generosity with which the relief
was carried to the needy s most commendad and our Government has
earned the most enviable place in the hearts of the people for enthusiasti-
cally and equitably meeting the sitvation. Sir, it i3 with a feeling of pride
I observe that it was the solid financial resources of this provinee alone
that have stood the strain of such unexpected and sudden drain on its
revenue. I must confess that as a layman it is diffoult for me to fully
understand the complicated manipulations of figures and aecounts embodied
mm our budget. But one feature of our budget stands prominently. It is
gratifying to note that in spite of such a heavy and unexpected drain on our
provincial revenues, the allotment for the beneficent department. have not
only not been reduced but increased allotments of 17 lakhs have further
been made to these departments in the new budget. This increase is most
welcome under the most critical conditions prevailing in our provinee on
account of the vagaries of natare. The total expenditure for the beneficent
‘departments, which now stands at a considerabie figare of 8,44 lakhs, is
perhaps the biggest allocation of the revenus ever made to these dapart-
ments and our Ministry deserves to be congratulated on thig notable achieve-
.menb.  (Hear, hear). It is farther gratifying to note that in the Department
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of Edneation special attention has been paid to fomale education and s
‘special grant has been set apart for the training of women teachers and for
wpreading girls’ education. No efforts should be spared to bring the light
-of education into every family and to dispel the clouds of illiteracy amongst
the masses. Efforts should also be made for adult education, because this
'may facilitate the eduncation of our younger generation by conveying
-enlightenment to the ignorant parents. Lack of education amongst
‘parents leads to lack of appreciation of the manifold advantages of educa-
tion and retards the progress of the measnre adopted to dispel illiteracy.

There 1s another notable feature of our budget in the Department of
Industries. Sir, the decision of the Government to have o Stores Purchage
Department of our own is evidently a very welcoms step for the promotion
of our provinecial industries. Efforts should be made to encourage local
industries by giving preference to purchase the articles manufactured in
our own province. The Stores Purchage Department, in my opinion,
marks & distinctive step forward for the industrial advancement of this
provinee. It iz hoped that the commercial class, who have always been
finding fault with the present Government for their solicitude for the benefit
of the zamindar, will not at least be slow now to appreciate the endeavours
of the Government for industrial advancement. {4 woice: Hnge endeav-
ours). Yes, that 1s what T think personally, but you might differ from that,

The decigion of the Government to set up a regular machinery to
uproot the demon of corruption from our public services will also meet with
general approval. The sooner it is eradicated the better it will be for
the stability and prestige of the administrative efficiency. The Government
has earned the gratitude of every fair-minded man and well-wisher of tha
provinece by the complation of the Haveli Project in less than half the
gcheduled time for its comstruction. It i really difficult to understand
how this miracle has been accomplished. The huge saving of 186 lakhs
from the estimated cost of the project is the standing example of foresight
and wide awake supervigion of all branches of the administration. It is
hoped that the Bhakra and the Thal projects will also be taken in hand

immediately and that their completion will also be expedited both esonomi-
cally and efficiently.

Allow me to gay that on the whole the record of the services rendered
‘by the Government for the lasy 2 vears-is both ereditable and commendable,
The Government by their repeated solicitude for the welfare of the province
have justified their claim to be the most efficient servants of the publie.
I bave no doubt that the public will not be slow to lend their whole-hearted
-co-operation and support to those who guide the destinies of this provinee
for the benefit of all ¢lagses and creeds. I now once again eongratulate the
Government on their efficient and beneficent administration of the provinee.

Mian Muhammad Nurullah (Lyallpur, Muvhanmnadan, Rural):
Bir, I will not take long. I will make a fow remarks on the principles only.
The first thing I wonld like to discuss is the question of framing the budget.
The budget i3 an estimate of the income and expenditure of cur Government
for the coming year. From this point of view, we have to look at the whole
thing. The budget therefore should be exact and correct. During the last
few years I have heen & mexmber of this House and I know that thers was &
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year when the actuals were only 24 lakhs off the estimates as compared with
the total budget of 11 crores or so. Now, 8ir, if you iook at our budget from
this point of view—and may I draw the attention of the House to pages 2
and 3 of the talented speech of the Honourable Finance Minister—you will .
conie to know that in the year 1987-38, when early our new Government came
into power and when they were sympathetie, the surplus was estimated at
Rs. 1-7 lakhe or s0. Then they gave remissions due to hailstorm and other
calamities. They were rather liberal. The result of that liberality and
sympathy was that, when the actuals were completed, in spite of remissions
of 50 lakhs through the year, there was a surplus of 50 lakhs, a difference
of one crore. Compare this with 11 crores or so. Is that what you calt
budgeting ? Tt is just like asking an old zamindar outside in a village—
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(Hear, hear from the Opposition Benches.)

He does not make any difference betwoen 30 and 40 or 70 and 80. He
is just like our Honourable Finance Minister.

Coming to the next year, I might point out that things were much better.
In spite of extraordinary expenditure that we have just granted by way of
supplementary estimate of 16 lakhs, there was a deficit of about 27 lakhs and
this happened due to the unfortunate famine that had come about. Why has
famine come about ? That is the point on which T must lay some stress.
Our Ministry was sympathetic and the deficit budget grew into a surplus
budget in 1987-38. Now the Ministry has become unsympathetic with the
zemindars, with the result that the Almighty has got displeased with them.
They had forgotten that there is a much higger force also above them that
controls the whole show. Instead of the Government giving remissions in
abiana and land revenne and earning the gratitude of the teeming millions
they have now their bad dua and famine is the result.

I must come to other points of importance. In the next year’s budget
there i3 & deficit of about 29 lakhs, and this deficit, judging from the last two
years’ budgets, nuight turn out to be a surplus or might develop into a deficit
of 50 lakhs.  Therefore from this day I have lost all faith in this Ministry’s
budgets and estimates. The first thing that they should have done was to
reduce the expenditure. The efficiency of the Finance Department or as a
matter of fact of the whole Government is not to be judged by how much it
gets and how much it spends, but by finding out the efficiency of every penny
that it spends. You have to sce how far each penny that you spend goes,
whether it goes as far as it should go. 1T feel that if proper re-organization,
proper economy and proper retrenchment are effecied, we could reduce our
total expenditure of 12 crores to 10 crores and give remissions of abiana.
In this connection may I suggest the appointment of a eonmittes of experts
to gointo the matter of office routine and the organisation of the machinery of
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Government in districts so that they could tour alf the districts and after hold. -
ing corsultations with the heads of departments concemmed, the: oomamaittes
should devise s seheme by which wo conld run the government as efficiently
ss We are doing now and save something ? I am afraid I am suggesting
amother eommmittes. Befors T do so, I had better ask what has happened
to the committees which were appointed long ago ? What has happened to
the. Land Revenue Committee ? I am sure thet that committee subaaitbed
its report to the Government over a year ago and still they are sithing tight
over it. I do not know whether it is going to be shelved or brought and dis-
cussed here. 1 fool that it i being shelved for the time being simply to enable
the Ministry to ssy next year at the time of taking votes: * Here you by,
we are going to do something, we are going to give a remission of a few
annas in the rupes to those who pay land revenue of less than Rs. & annaally
or something like that, but I can assure you: Ta taryaq oz Aragarwurde shorad,
marguzida murde showed. I may ask the Government, what have they dong
for the benefit of the general public? (4 woice: What have you done?)
I have come to these benches simply to be able to do something, to expr
my feelings according to the wishes of those who have sent me here, and
you will only come to know what I do during the discussion of the gramts.
I am not going to sit quiet as you are without being allowed to express
your views, :
The next important question that I ask the Government is, what has
happened to the recommendationg of the Unemployment Committeo? Thab
Committes spent about a lakh of rupees and yet the result is not jin sight.
T am astonished that our Government does not do what it preaches. On
the one side you find the committes sitbing and spending wmoney from the
exchequer for the solution of unemployment and on the other side Govern.
ment is not doing the least thing to reduce unemployment. May I give sn
instance® Dhuring the last year many eonciliation boards have been appomnt-
od and practically all the presidents of those conciliation boards are lakh-
pattis. They are people who have put in their whole life in (Government
Bervice and have now retired and are over 55 years of age. Is that the way
to reduce unemployment in the conntry? Is that what you preach and what
you do? Is there no difference between the two? I am afraid that out
Party plays more to the tune of those who can spproach, who can make or
unmake the party. (4 eoics : Which Party?) I mesn the Unionist party
in which I wag for two years and which I have left now for these reasons.
Mr. Speaker ; The honourable member should discuss the budget a8 a
whole of any quostion of principle involved therein and not the Unemplay-
ment Committes.
Mian Muhammad Nurullah : I shall explain in & minute what I mean.
In the budget of 1989-40 we are budgeting for the pay of these pl:&_!ldants
of conciliation boards and it is the pay of those people that 1 am eriticising,
In this budget we are giving the pay of congcilation boarde. Therefore I sin
entitled to disouss the gueation of removal of unemploymend by giving the
spocific instanee of conciliation boards. B
Similarly T find thet another committee has been appointed to go into
the matter of the Northern India Canal and Drainage Act, 1878. Theye I fiRd

that not s single non-officis] has been sppointed, sud therefore llomhot
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Instead of suggesting any committees, T must come to the most im-
portant pomb. I have to gauge this budget not from the point of view of
what Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt has been discussing, but I have to see
whether the budget has or bas not anything to do with the capacity of the
tex-payers who pay. The zamindars in this province are very hard hit,
due to one depression following another, with the result that their economie
condition has grown from bad to worse, Now they have sold everything.
Considered from that point of view I find that the budget is absolutely out
of tune with the prevailing conditions. It is different if you give me 15 lakhs
and ask me to spend it. The question is how mmeh return T get for it and
I am afraid, looking from that point of view also, we are hopelessly dis-
appointed,

8ir, Now I come to the new projects. I think that that is the only re-
deeming and bright feature. In this respect looking at the Haveli Project
I think we have to thank Mr. Bedford and his officers and the staff for the
mearvellous saving they have shown by carrying out the project of four
yeors in 2} years. But is not the praise— worthy saving of Rs. 2 crores a bad
reflection upon those who make estimates? Thay should be taken to task
for having so much over-estimated. Would not Government take a lesson?®
Would not Mr. Bediord's services be adequately appreciated, by
following his methods and reducing our expenditure from 12 ecrores to
11 crores and giving a remission of obiana? There is no remission of
abtana or land revenue in this budget and that is what was needed. I do not
want all the Honourable Ministers to stand up and 58y we are ynahle to do so
and thus eam the certificate of unfit and ineapablo hands, They should
be able to aceomplish something in this direction alzo.

From the zamindar’s point of view this budget is very disa ppointing. The
Government has in view the execution of the Thal Project and the Bhakra
Dam. Before I sit down I should like to suggest one thing, These projects
will benefit the people of those tracts and the nnearned wealth and income
of the people of that Ilaga is bound to jump up very greatly and it is this
unearned income of those people that should be taxed first. T should not like
{0 bear later, after three or four yoars, that these canals Liave proved un-
productive and that therefore the resources of the province and the people
should be taxed for the bhenefit of thoge people. They must be properly
taxed now with a view to make those projects paying. ~ One project is esti-
mabed to cost 12 croves and I shall be very glad if somebody like Mr. - Badford
were to take up the project and reduce the expenditure to 8 crores or so.

~ Looking ab this budget from these four points of view, namely, budget-
ing capacity of the people to pay, the preachings and doings of the Govern-
ment and how every rupee squeezed out of the people goes, T am sorry
to say that it is very disappointing. ‘ _ :

‘Sardar Jagiit Singh Man (Ceniral Punjab Land-holders) : The budget
of a Government i3 not a mere staterment of income and expenditurs. It in.
dicates the policy of Government, what steps it is going to take in regard
to -the welfare of the people entrusted to its care. Keeping this in view I
think the Government has achieved s marvellous success. The bu get is
said to be a defieit budget of about 9 lakha. But if we take into consideration
the extroordinary veceipts, it will be found that it is » sarplus budget of



BUDGRT—GENERAL DIACHBS1ON. 49

six lakhs, This is indeed an achievement for which the Government de-
serves to be congratulated. The Government has tackled the famine pro- -
blem very boldly. The amount which was to be spent on famine was only
9 lakhs, but the Government went further and spent 18 lakhs and also gave
remissions to the extent of 28 lakhs. Thus the total amount spent on famine
comes to about 55 lakhs. If we do not take into consideration the nom-.
recurring expenditure, then the budget would be a surplus budget of 85
lakhs. If there had been no famine the budget would have been a surplus
one to the extent of 19 lakhs, Ho, it is a great achievement of which the
Government may be proud. :

Side by side with the great depression that we find in the provines,
Government has not lagged behind in feeding the nation building depart-
ments., It has got a Yecord in giving a8 much money as possible for the nation
building departments. For the present it gives 3 crores and 44 lakhs for
the beneficent departments out of a total revenue of 11 erores and odd,
that is, 82 per cent. I think this is the highest percentage for the whole of
India. I may here refer to what is being done in other provinces. In Bengal
* the money spent on nation building departments is8 8 croroes and 81 lakhs
or ‘a percéntage of 26-2; in Bombay the amount spent is 8 crores and 23
lakhs or 28-4 per cent. In Madras the percentage is 99-4; in the United
Provinces it is 80. Therefore it is really a matter for gratification that even
i the present situation the Government is going to spend abother 17 lakhs
on_these departments. The main departments are Agriculture, Vaterinary
and Co-operation. On these departments the (tovernment is spending 78
lakhs. That means that the Punjab stands second in the wholeof India.
In the United Provinees the money spent is 98 lakhs. As regards industries,
again we are second only to the United Provinces. As regards education
our budgoet is next to Madras. '

As'regards economy I must praise the Finance Minister for effecting
economy to meet the extraordinary expenditure with regard to famine.
He did not rsigé any tax, but made a eut in expenditure and has spent the
saving on famine: Then again, economy effected in the Haveli Project is s
marvellous one. The original estimate for the scheme was five crores, but a .
saving of one crors and 62 lakhs has been effected in actual construc-
tion. - ' ' .

Coming to the projects which the Government is going to take in hand,
the Bhakra Dam and the Thal Project are going to be started very soon.
When these projects are completed, millions of barren land will become
fertile and millions of people who are now unemployed will find employment .
and will be able to earn their bread. Thus the Government will be
doing a grest service to the Punjab as a whole. .

. In conclusion, I would say that the budget is & very sound and stable
one and in spite of the step-motherly treatment meted out to we by the
Neimeyer Award, our position is very sound. I must therefore congratu. -
late Sir Sikander and hie Government on . this remarkeble achievement.’
© (Cheers.) o

* -Myx. Dev Raj Sethi (Lyallpur and Jhang, General, Rural) (Urdu) : 8ir,
at the very cutsest I would like to submit that I'am a stndent of Economics
and. ip this capaeity I feel no hesitation in saying that I ai a great adniirer

N T B - . la )
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ot the Honourable Minister for Finance who is admittedly an economie
expert of great repute. But in order to avoid any confusion that may arise
out of my remarks, Iwonld like to submit that thege praiges that I am showez-
ing upon him are only due to his being an academic expert and nothing else.
But so far as the practical aspect of his expertness on the subject is con-
cerned, I think the preparation of the annual financial statement of the pro-
vince speaks for itself. However, I would like to place before the Homse
a few facts with regard to the economic conditions of the province. Ac-
cording to the Cemsus Report of 1881 the population of the provinee was 178
lakhg, Then in 1331 it rosge up to 235 lakhs and now it is estimated to be in
the néighkourhood of 278 lakhs ; which means that the population of our
proyince is increasing at the rate of 5 lakhs per annum. The population
of gur province is multiplying at such a rate as would enable a new Lahore
to be inhabited every year in the Pumjab. It is evident, therefore,
that, this alarming yearly increase in our population is exerting & good deal
of prossure on the standard of living in the Punjab. Fifty years ago, only
60 per.cent. of the population depended on agriculture for livelihood, but
ngw T0.or even 75 per cent of the population of the Punjab is depending
on agriculture. This is an alarming state of affairs and must cause anxiety
to_all concerned, It is high time that Government should make a great
beadway in the industrial development of the province. But we find that
whatever the Government have done in this behalf is inadequate and un-
eatisfactory. Kxperts like Mr. Darling and the Director of Agriculture have
declared that the fertility of the soil is on the decline and industrial develop-
ment must coms to the rescue of the population of the Punjab. Let ns gee
what the Government has done. It is no doubt, spending & sum
of 21 lakhs of rupees every year but mest of it is spent on administration,
direction, supervision and other things of the kind. Very listle indeed
is spent on industries as such. If we caleulate aright, a sum of 4 or
6 lakhs will be found io be ‘actuslly spent on industries proper.
It is true that some expenditure is justified for technical schools bub
wo should noib forget the broad and general development of industries.
In view of the small holdings of the agriculturists more attention
should be given to the industrial development. If you take the average,
you will find that only 18 or 12 acres of cultivated land is possessed by every
Punjabi in the land which is said to be the richest province in the couitry.
In fact it has become the poorest province in India. I have grave doubts
about the future of the Punjab. It appears to be very dark indeed. In
spite of that when we cast a glance over the budget, it becomes clear that
what the Government have done for the industrialisation of tha le'jﬁ.'ﬁ‘,
is alwost pil. . If the Government were serious, rapid strides could be taken
because we have got electricity in every town of our province and it can be
used, with profit. We can easily develop the industry of bulbs and elootyic
goods. Far from doing this, the Honourable Minister for Developiieit
goes from town to town and cries Inglab zindabad but it does not obeii to
i, that be should. bring aboui some revolution in the industrial situstion
of which ho s the Minister in charge. = This department follows under
bygh the old rut of rinuing a fow technical sehools in which young ironsmiths
carpeiiters aze traired. This is a useful work so far as it goes. But
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Iy complaint is that it does not go-very far. New programmes should be

chalked out for the industrial development of the Punjab. Dozens of

students should be sent abroad on state scholarships to receive training

iIn modern industries and then start industries on return. Buot oar
prefent position is  thoroughly disappointing.  Paints, varnishes disin-
fottants, chemicals and other industries should be developed forth-

with. ' o

. Let us now review what the Government has done. Yt appointed

a Retrenchment Committee some two vears back. Instead of retrenchment,
it-has added to the expenditure by spending about three-fourths of a lakh

of rupees. . This is strange rotrenchment. Instead of reducing the expendi-

tare, it has added to it. This three-fourths of a lakh must have come from

the pdckets of the poverty stricken agriculturists whom the Uninoniat .
Ministry is out to protect. What retrenchment this commibtee has suggested

so far, we know nothing about. What we see is that previously where there

uded to be one Financial Commissioner, now there are three. If we add the

Faimine Commissioner, the number comss up to 4. Perhaps, the Unionist

Ministry have brought about a change ih the meanings of the Plain words

like rednction and retrenchinent which now mean addition and more em-

ployment, ‘

Agsin, the rumber of debt concilation bodrds has been mnereased.  Now
every district is provided with a debt conciliation board. In my own distriet

of Jhang, previously there was only one debt conciliation board but now there
ate two. With the establishment of these boards the number of civil cages .
mist have gone down but it is strange that the number of sub-judges has -
00t been. reduced. Their number is the same as it wag in 1928, " They
hive Gsuilly no work after 12 o’clock and the lawyers too have little work
and yet there is no retrenchment. Nobody is serious about it. Nobody .
féels about it. The Unionist Ministry has been in office for two years now
and We want to ask what progress the provinee has made under it. Mere
lip sympathy would oot do. Practical work and not blufing can help the
poverty-stricken people of the Punjab. '

Again, the Unemployment Commities was appointed two years ago
and it has not submitted its report so far. Instead of doing any substantial
work, it spent abont Re. 19,000 in 1987-38 and an equal amount to 1988-39
thus bringing its total expenditure to 88,000 rupees., This is the achisvement
of the unemployment committee during the last two years. :

. Nék’t, may I ask what "h_a,ve the Government done about the Darlingi ;
C%gi_n!ittée Report? This committee too has spent 4 sum of Rs. 50,000 apd
w|

en we agked in the last Simla Session about it, the reply given was that the

report was in the press. Again in 1938, wo wero told that it was still in the
~ pross. How long will it remain in the press? In this connection, may I jn- .
vite the attention of the House to Professor Brij Narain’s view put before the
Land Revenue Committee that the future prosperity of the Punjab lies in .
the reduction of land revenne? This is 1ot an irresponsible statement of an
irpespengjble man. JFY L ask, if the Government. is -propired even fg..
T3t 8 Buch a modest and reagonabls demand, that js, that the land zevenye :
mﬁf@ mic holdings oy be abplished in futur? A4 legat; the Govern-
wment oul%melxempt those areas from the paymént of land revenue which
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ate assessed Lo pay Ra. 5 or less. How long can the Government sit over the
vecommendsations of the Darling Commities or how long will they be able
to neglect the very modest demand that I have made to-day ?

Let us compare the working of the various departments in this provinee
with the working of those in other provinces. Take, for instance, the
Forest Department. The expenditure of the Forest Department of the Unit-
od Provinces i¢ 24 lakhs and the income therefrom is Rs. 51 lakhs. In
Bombay Presidency the expenditure of the Forest Department is Rs. 27 lakhs
and the income amounts to 41 lakbs. But against it the expenditure of our
Forest Department is 25 lakhs while the income is only Rs. 28 lakbs. It is
interesting to note in this connection that about one-tenth of our pro-
vince is under forest and the administration of this department is very de-
plorable and requires & sifting inquiry. There is surely ‘ something rotten
in the state of Denmark.’

Now I would llke to make a fow observations in connection with
the Haveli Project. I belong to that very distnet. I wholly associate
myself with what has been said about it by the honourable members over
there. I have been watching with interest its progress at every stage. 1
was there when that terrible flood overtook the peopls by surprise and we
remained in suspense till 2 A.x.  This project has been most sconomic and
most expeditious. The Sukkar Barrage Scheme took as long as nine years
for itg complstion and was only 25 per cent moré in magnitude as compared
with the Haveli Project, But while 5} crores of rupees were spent on the
former, the latter cost us only three crores, and it is being finished within
twenty-one months. I really feel proud of this project which i3 in fact &
truly Punjabi project in the real sense of the word. I have been in touch
with this project from time te time and I can say without any fear of con-
tradiction that the labours of Mz. Malhotra, Mr. Kanwar Sen, Mr. Khosla,
Mr. Seeed, Mr. Chopra, Mr. Kapoor and others were really praiseworthy..
1 have a vivid recollection of what Mr. Khosla and his team as also the
Deputy Commissioner with his staff did on thai eventful night when the life
and property of the people were in peril. The flood raged till 2 A, and
these ofticers left no stons untumed to supervise the works and to give as-
sistance to the people wherever it was required by them. The Haveli Head
was tried end it stood the test well. We never grudge paying tributes o
really deserving officials. Good and honest work is rather the exception
then the rule with the Government officials. We want to improve the general
tone of the administration. We have very often urged upon the Govern-
ment the desirability of checking corruption. In response to that the Gov-
ermment have appointed a specisl staff under the charge of a superintendent
of police to combat the evil of corruption. This i# not the way to deal with
this evil which is of a very long standing. This is like making the goat the
gardener. 1f perchance you go to courts you will see notices hanging
against the walis to the effect that illegal gratification is & very serious
offence, but this has produced no effect. Corruption is as rampant s
aver in the departments of Police, Jails, Justice and in fact every Govern-
ment department. I for one cannot understand the principle on which a
police officer and not a judicial officer has been appointed on anti-corrup-
tion work. There is corruption everywhere. Even at Hissar Famine Works
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rolief is afforded {o the people who provide illegal gratification to the officials
¢oncerned.

(di this stage Mr. Speaker left the chair and Mr. Deputy Speaker occupied
t) 1, thezefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, submit with all the force and sincerity
&t my eommand that the presence of corruption in all spheres of governmental
aetivities amounts to a slur on the fair name of the province. This corrup-
tion iy seriously demorslising our public life. I therefore request that serious
step should be taken to root out this evil. Unless ¥ou do that you eannot
oxpect the province to make any progross,

.- Now I would like to say a few words about public debts. You are
paying one crore of rupees as interest. The payment of fifty thousands
rupees for underwriting charges for the last year’s loan of one crore is a reflec-
tion on the credit of this province. You could have very easily avoided this
expenditure. The total state debts amount 10 26 orores out of which 16
crores are consolidated debts on which the Government of India is charging
interest at the rate of 4 per cent. The remaining ten crores are unecon-
solidated debts on which we are paying interest at the rate of 3} per cent. I
‘hope that the Honoursble the Finance Minister will bear me out when I say
that at present the credit of this province stands high and the bank rate is
fairly low. Why do you not approach the Government of Tndia with the
Tequest that they should either reduce the rate of interest or permit us to
float loans with interest at the rate of 8 percent 7 We should try by all
means at our disposal to improve the economic position of the provines.
Wo are feeling 2 pinch at the present exchange ratio. We cannot impose
protective duties on goods. But where there is & will thers is s way to do
things. You can write to the Govemnment of India to make a change in
their policy with regard to exchange ratio. It they agree to that we will be
able 1o encourage our industries.

I would also like to make a few submissions with regard to the question

of the consolidation of holdings. The work done so far is not sufficient. At

* present the work is being done in 7 or 8 districts and that t0o in two ways.

At some places this work is being done by the Revenue Department and at

‘others by the Co-operative Department. - Experience shows that the work
-done under the supervision of the latter is of & better type.

When in 1987 the present ministry presented the budget my friend,

Mir Magbool Mahmood, while quoting Lord Hailsham, the then Minis.

- ter of War, remarked ‘‘ Yon should treat the new Government and myself
like & shy maiden and give me the usual 9 months to show the resulis

(laughter}.” But since then a period of two years has elapsed and no tangible

result. has come out. And now it is generally felt by her friends that pro. .

bably this shy maiden of the Unionist Government is barren and would

never be found capable of bearing the promised child. Undoubtedly the

Government is prompt enough in appointing committess but this ach

on, its part never yields any satisfactory and beneficial result, and these

_eommitboes plnoss iu all cases result in failure. Their activities are very
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faithfully depicted in a well-known Persian saying which runs as fol-
lows i —

‘}.1,\,." - !i)} . 'M.,\ﬁ..“ f b &xw&j

Sir, it is & matter of great concern to those public-spirited persons who
hold everyihing subordinate to the national cause that to-day there is an
alarming disparity between the trend of the Government activities and the
general conditions prevailing in the province. The activities which the Govern-
ment is so proud of are absolutely inadequate and admittedly unsatisfactory.
The economic problem in the provinee is deteriorating into disturbing pro-
portions. If the agricultural prices have of late stabilised, it is definitely
due to the war menace which is strongly felé at present in every country.
These 11 or 12 erores of ready money that are drawn from the pockets of the
Indian agriculturists wounld, I am sure, never assume the form of o permanent
feature of our economic condition. So long as thiz menace is there we are
gure to benefit by it, but the Governnient should bear in mind that ag soon as
the world sitaation is relieved the inflow of this huge sum would never follow
the present course. I most earnestly appeal to the Honourable Premier and
his colleagues that they should take the earliest opportunity for industrialis-
ing the province. We have still enongh timte for making efforts in this direc-
tion. The Government should sec to it that this golden opportunity is not
thrown away for party considerations. I have already categorically stated
and I again submit by way of warning to the Government that there are
certain unavoidable forces that are working at present to the defriment of
‘our agrienltural profession. Great pressure is being borne by the soil, and
the general condition of our agricultural lands is risky enough. It is, there-
fore, my earnest advice to the suthorities concerned that they should im-
patiently make haste m industrialiging the country. I do not at all exagge-
rate when, I say that should we fail to avail of this opportunity the day i% not
far off when there would neither remain land revenue nor this opportunity.
At present only wheat and cotton form the two staple erops of the country.
8o far as the wheat is concerned, not only has its export been stopped, but
the import of Australian wheat has been chekeed by the heavy duty that
has been imposed on its import. And our second staple, 2., cotton is neither
now required by Japan nor by any other country. The general condition of an
average agriculiurist is growing worse day by day. He has been constrained
to spend even his distress gold, and strictly speaking he is penniless to-day.
And T am sure that due to the poverty of the teeming millions a revolution of
an unprecedented magnitude and of an alarming nature is not a far cry
now,

In the end, 8ir, I again lay stress on the point that without effecting
revolutionary changes in our budget the industrialisation of the province
would never be achieved. I do admit that something is being done in this
direction and so I de not think it proper to condemn the Government on that
score, but I must submit that the work done by the Government is inade-
quate, unsatisfactory and requires a thorough overhauling. The gravity
and seriousness of the situation impels us to point out to the Government
that if it really seeks to ameliorate the condition of the people it should make
constant endeavours towards the indusirialisation of the provinge, It
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would be in the fitness of things to transter those huge amounts of money to
this head which have been earmarked for the maintenance of the Police De-
partment. With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. '

Pir Akbar Ali (Fazilka, Muhammadan, Raral) (Urdu) : Sir, there is
a well known Arabic saying which rung as follows :— _

soed) & wod L Jeaid)
It means that real greatness is that which is even admitted by one’s
enemies. To-day ib is & matier of gratification that well-deserved praiges
have been showered on the Honourable Minister for
Finance by all those honourablo members who sbood
from the other side of the House. They were at their best when they in
their speeches praised the Honourable Minister for the commendable services
rendered by him in compiling the present budget. But whon they digressed
in their spesches and mentioned certain ather things they exposed themselves
to the ridicule of all fair-minded persons. They uttered not only cortain
half-truths but also tried to intensify the enormity of their falsehood by
associating various unfounded and baseless things with it. An honourable
membsr has attempted to enlist the support and sympathy of the patwaris
and constables by vainly advocating their cause. He remarked that m
the United Provinces the pay of a patwari has been raised to Rs. 18 from
Bs. 11 per mensem. But he has lost sight of the fact that in the Punjab
the pay of a patwari is Re. 26, A patwazi working under the United Pro-
vinces Government would get Rs. 26 as his salary after putting in gervice
for a long period of 11 yesrs whereas s Punjabi patwari would be entitled
to draw that salary even from the first month of his appointment. I fail
to understand as to how the honourable member had the cheek to disap-
prove of the latter case in which a Punjabi patwari is 11 years ahead of his
confrera working in snother province, L think the honourabls member had
& mind to condemn the Government on the score that it offers proportionstely
higher pays to its patwaris, but sines he had not the courage o face the resent-
ment that might emanate from that quarter he beat about the bush and tried
to approach the matter from quite a different way. Again, be remarked
in the course of his speech that the pay of a foot constable has been raised
to Re. 15 per mensem in the United Provinces, but here m the Punjab we
pay him Rs. 17. He intended to urge upon the Government to reduce the
salary of the foob constable but he could not openly and plainly say 50 and
took great paing and resorted to several such eircumlocutions. But I
would Like to submit for his benefit that if we pay a much higher pay o our
sonstable it iz becaunse we feel that he deserves it. In view of the groat diffi-
culties that a Punjabi constable has to face in discharging his duties Wwe
definitely hold that he is worthy of his salary. But it is a matter of regret
that the same honourable mermber did not think it fit to make comparisons
between the Punjab snd the United Provinces with regard to other de-
partments. In the United Provinces there are 52 districts whereas bexe
in the Punjab we have only 29. But inspite of the fact that 29 distriots
of the Punjab yield smaller amount of revenue to their (overument than
the 52 distriets of the United Provinces, the Punjab Government spends
double the amount that is being spent by the United Provinces Government

BP M
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on edueation, health, rural dispensaries, roads and several other depart-
ments. The awfally bad condition of the roads in the United Provinces

comparisons in this respeet too, Again, the comparative study of the
Bombay budget shows that the revenues of that province are 50 per cent
greater than those of our provinee. And if the Bombay Government spends
sumse equal o those that are being spent by our Government on beneficial
departments, I think there is nothing extraordinary about i,

Bir, it is & matber of satisfaction that we to-day find a notable change
in the mentality of the Opposition.  Previously their braing used
to run only to Bombay and Madras and could only appreciate the activi-
ties of the Governments of those provinces, but thank God they have now
learnt to admire and appreciate the miracles wrought by a Punjabi brain.
In fact no ome can excel this Punjabi brain whose rsmarksble achieve-
ments are to-day receiving glowing tributes from both sides of the House.

Now, 8ir} I would like to submit tha it is not an easy job to balance a
budget. The manner in which this particular budget has been prepared
i8 commendable. Due to certain unforeseen events we found a great strain
on our resources. It is humanly impossible to avert op escape any uncon-
trolable natural forces. Those who are aware of the general condition
of our province know that the Punjab experienced an utter failure of its
Kharif erop in 1988. Moreover an acute fodder famine prevailed in the
Ambala division and in some other districts of the province. The Gov-
ernment had therefore to provide fodder not only in Ambala division but
also in some other districts like Jhelum, for instance. In spite of this it
bas not imposed new taxes in order to cope with the conditions of searcity,
Nothing has provented the Government from making a liberal provision in
all spheres for the famina-stricken areas. Could You compare, for instance,
what the United Provinces Government did with what has been done by
the Punjab Government ? Remissions, taceavi Ioans and other concessions
have been given by the Punjab Government in a most generous way. Re-
misgions in the neighbourhood of R, 80 lakhs for Hharf crop have been
given. All these things go to the credit of Government. '

Then, the Rabi crop did not prove to be an ideal crop. In spite of this,

al arrangements have been made for feeding the poor in the famine-
striken district of Hissar, My honourable friends on those benches, who have
waxed eloquent in their eriticism of the Government, should consider for a
while as to how generously Government has met all these demands of the
famine-stricken area. But in spite of this heavy drain the budget shows a
deficit of only 29 lakhs and a few thousands, This is & pleasant surprige.
I imagined that with about 50 lakhs of remissions for which the Govern-
ment has provided in the budget and with a lot of expenditure necessary
to be incurred in connection with famine relief, the deficit would run into
a figure of two crores. But my fears had heen set at rest when I saw the
budget, I am, therefore, of the opinion that the framer of this budget,
should be congratulated. Should I not congratulate the Finance Minjster 9
{dn - konourabls member : Yes, yes, Whynot?) This is the true ‘way
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of appreciating the budget. The Honourable Finance Minister has not only
not closed down .the beneficent works but has generously financed more
beneficient schemes. For instance, he has provided for seven or eight
thousand rupees to give mosquito nets to the poor Government servants,
But I want to drsw his attention to another cage deserving of his generous
congideration. In Fazilka and other tahsils of Ferozepore, scarcity of
drinking water is badly folt. The first thing to which one should address
himigelf in this twentisth century is the necessity of providing drinking
water to human beings. The loarned Finance Minister ought to have found
money for this purpose even at the cost of delaying some other useful work.
I know that he has provided for the grant of two lakhs of rupees for wella.
But that s for. the _repairing of old wells. You know the people fall & prey
to & disease which 18 called narvay (guinea worm) on account of drinki
filthy water ont. of ponds. I hope and expect that the generons Finange
Minister will address, himself to this growing peed of the dry parts of the
districte of Ferogepore. We have seen that he has provided 70 lakhs of
rupees for beneficient departments although one’s head reels when one takes
stock of the sitbation and wonders as to how he has found that sam in spite
of the stross and strain to which the famine subjected our finances,

.« 1 hope T shall be excused for a little bit of selfishness as I have to draw
the attention of the Honourable Finance Minister to the drinking water
problem which has assumed threatening proportions in my home district.

In the part of my distriet bordering on the Bikaner State territory people
have to fetch water from distances of five to seven miles, They carry water
“on tamels’ back or on donkeys. Arrangemonts should be made for digging
"up wells“for them. If wells cannot be dug out *'duggies” can be dug cut
at.lesser expense. * Bub something must be dons to meet the menace of watér
ity

For some time past ¢rime has been congistently on the increase in the
Fergzepore district. In the Fazilka tahsil of that district there is an average
.ol-four crimes per weok. Lifs in villages has become full of danger. Every
day you thear thai in some village some one was murdered for no greater
congideration than Rs. 100 or even less than that, That is the reason
-why, people from the rural areas are: flocking towards eities. Life and
property in the cities are much safer because the police is always near at
hand. and that is one of the reasons why there are so fow cases of dacojty
in big cities. But in the rural areas the police cannot be so useful og account
of the villages being at & great distance from police stations, and thers are
no roads worth the name. For instance, on the Fazilka-Malout road village

Mollisnwali is situated at a. distance of 28 miles from the Fazilks police
-gtation and even. a man, on horse back will take full one day to reach there
%o make a report. . Then if any police officer wanted to accompany him one

more.day will have passed before they reach the village and in the meantime

suything might happen.to the village and ite inhabitants at the hands of
ddepits.  :Jmprovement of Fazilka-Malout road is therefore urgently
needed. .« Bimilap is, the, condition of roads between Mogs and Nathans,
botween Abohar and Dabwali and betwoen Jalalabad and Muktsar or
~fiddarbsha, and, what i8 more, there are no roads at all in some of theje
afeas. Xt is elear from those facts that unless and until good roads are
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‘consteneted in the rural areas and the various police stations are connected
with one another by telephone the danger to life and property in these sreas
cannot be removed. Let me make it quite clear that we the inhabitants
of the Ferozepore district are not responsible for this state of affairs, The
fact is that our district is surrounded by Indian States like Nabha, Patiala,
Jind, Bikaner, etc., and dacoits and other criminals are slways paying
their unwelecome attention to our unfortunate distriet. I have no com-
plaint to make against the Faridkot State because it bas always tried to be
sympathetic and helpful. Not only hag it been helping the distriet autho-
rities in running the dacoits and eriminals to eaxth but has set a good example
by providing a poor house, stopping corruption and by liberally giving Jand
for building mosques and temples. But so far as other States are concerned
the dacoits not only find shelter in those States but also get the necessary
ammunitions for their nefarious activities. Thus it ia clear that we are
ot to blame for the unfortunate state of affairs in our distriet, Let it be
understood once for all that unless ample facilities are given to the psople
“of the district in the matter of obtaining licences for rifles and guns, this state
of affairs s sure to continue. At present no such facilities are given.
Nay, even those who obtained licences were not allowed to purchese such
cartridges as could be of any use for defending one’s life and property
‘against dacoits. I need hardly say that No. 4 cartridge is absolutely
‘useless for thiz purpose. I would, therefore, request the Government to
take necessary steps in this direction without further loss of time.

1 may also draw the attention of the Government to another fact which
is to a great extent responsible for the conditions obtaining in the district.
It ig the practice of posting to it officiating police officers. These officers, in
‘order to display their efficiency adopt measures to call back some absconders
with the result that instead of absconders the dacoits enter the district
to pester the inhabitants. '

- Then coming to the domain of education I want to impress upon the
Government the necessity for paying more atention to vernaculsr education.
You are more solicitons so far as English edueation ig concerned but not so
in the case of vernacular education. I know the reason for that but I do not
want to give expression to it on the floor of the House. We are all of us
Indians and let us remember that English has to go one day or the other
and that it is the vernacular education that is going to have permoanent
gtay in the country. I will mention only one agpect of the matter, The
language of the books written in Urdu is simply awful. It is anything
but Urdu. The learned anthor goes on writing nonsenss and the publisher
continues filling his coffers under the patronage of an obliging Government.
Then, Sir, it is not only the language of the books that is defective but even
the standard of the ability of the children for whom those books are meant
is not taken into consideration. More often than not you will find a book
preseribed for the sixth class of a much higher standard than the one pre-
geribed for the eighth class. Then even in the same book you find the earlier
lessons moze difficuls to understand than the later ones. Again, the courses

‘are altered -every year so that the publishers may get richer at the expense of
the poor parents. Another objestionable aspect of the matter is that undue
- gtress is laid on whether » book is or is not included in the approved list,
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Even the district boards are compeiled to purchase only those books which are
included in the approved list. Now let us see what is the result of this prac-
ii_ce_. Suppose there is a map of the Punjab. There cannot be any difference

ebtween the maps prepared by different publishers but in spite of that one
firm sells it for Rs. 8 while another is prepared to offer it for Re. 1 only. Now
if you ask a district board to purchase the one that costs Re. 1 only it will,
while admitting that it is ag good as or even better than the one priced at
Rs. 8, plead helplessness because the latter happens to be included in the
secred approved list. This is how ceriain firms are allowed to grow fat
at the expense of poor parents, I would request the Government to do
away with this obnoxions and objectionable practice, The people whom
they are helping to grow rich have already got enough and to spare. They
have earned enough to last ther for many generations. Let the Government,
therefore, try to make education cheaper by abandoning the policy of en-
riching the rich publishers,

Another point to which 1 wish to draw the attention of the Government
is the unnecessary stress laid on female education. Let me make it abso.
lutely clear that I am not opposed to female education. But I must sound
a note of warning against making a headlong rush towards inefficiency and
chaos by appeinting women to carry out such duties as they are physically
and teraperamentally unfit to perform. You say if there is a Commissioner
of , Rural Reconstruction there mmust also be a *“Coramissioneress”, buf
I would request you to take note of the fact that in our ecountry all the
initiative has to be taken and all ardous duties have to be performed
by men. There is no harm in handing over the teaching work to women.
They are quite capable of doing that work properly. But they cannot be
teusted with the supervision and inspection of schools and it will be too
much to expect them to judge properly the educational requirements of a
partieular locality. As I have already stated they are physically and tem-
peramentally unfit to undertake the necessary journeys to the localities
concerned as well as to perform the various duties pertaining to supervision
and inspection of sehools.

Next, it is claimed by the Government that the additional police is
for our bemefit. That is, no doubt, true, but my complaint iz that when
once additional police 18 recruited, the police department tries to prolong its
existence and socks justification for its continuance, If there are no dacoit-
ies and riots, there will be no justification for keeping additional police.
Thus the police becomes instrumental in furthering crime in order to justify
its existence. '

- Coming to the Haveli Project Scheme which has now materiahised, I
may strike a note of wsrning that the Chief Engineer who is responsible for
having accomplished this miracle, should not be allowed to deprive the
provinee .of his experience. He should be kept in some post here either
as & canal adviser or inn some other capacity. His services must be secured
for sometime, otherwise attempts will be made to undo all he has done
with exceptional pains. He has accomplished in 2} years what was to- be
done in four years. Other officers must have becoms jealous of his position,
The contractors complain against his strictness in allowing them only the

minimuin profita. If heis allowed to go away, I am afraid other people will

5y to find fault with his work but if he is kept here he will be respongibly
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for all he has done. I know how such things are done everywhere, I
remember how a tonga-driver told me sometimes ago that the engineers
had managed to appropriate the sum of Rs. 8} lakhs by reporting that
the bed of the weir of Ferozepore headworks was in a dangerous condition.
The study of the new expenditure shows that the tonga-driver was right,
I would therefore strongly appeal to the Finance Minister and the
Government to retam the services of this officer and T assnre them of our
support in the House when they make a demand for his retention,

Now a word about my honourable friend, T.ala Gopal Das. He never
likes to listen to the good points of the Government. (Interruption.)
1 will procecd to deal with his remarks and those of certain other honourable
members who have complained about the outeome of the Resources and
Retrenchment Committee. (4 voice : Are you a member of it ?) Yes,
I am a member of that Committee and am thus better able to speak about it.
One of the causes of the delay in its proceedings is that the Chairman of
the Committee is very busy and has had to devote considerable time to the
preparation of the budget and other'business. He cannot devote mors than
two hours every day to this Committee. Even if he could give two hours
daily, the work can proceed speedily. But it is a pity that he cannot give
this much time every day. Af the same time I am sure that the Houge
does not want a haphazard report but would demand from usz s gentine
report which should not be merely a copy of the previous reports with changes
here and there. We want to thoroughly examine the position before sub-
mitting our report to the Government. Nobody, I am sure, will like ug to
proceed with indccent haste, We are slow and steady. But one point
I must bring to the notice of the Honourable Minister of Finance and the
Government. The Government are ineurring further expenditure in those
very lines in which the committee want to make reductions. In particalar
1 would refer §0 the increasing number of commisgioners while the Committes
wishes t0 reduce their number. We are making a thorough investigation
of the possibilities of retrenchment by consulting the heads of the various
deparbments., We do not want to hasten with retrenchment which may deal
a severe blow to the efficiency of a particular service. For instance, T would
not recommend that & kisan should, in view of economy, sow his lands
withont firt tilling it. If he did that, his seed will be wasted. False
economy is not favoured by us. We want 60 bring forward a report that
may not be jeopardised by the henourable members of the Opposition, -

As for the Revenue Committes, I am not in a position to say much
about it. I too want to know from the Government what they have done
about it. It is perhaps under the consideration of the Government. But
I want the Government to beware of their incurring new expenditur
may be at the instance of Mian 8ahib or other Ministers—which afterwards
we may wish to abolish and about which the Finance Minister may tell us
in the future that he is already committed to these expenditures. The
Government should move with caution. I may here refer to the condugt
of Rai Bahadur Binda Saran who appears o be in the opposite group
now bub in reality he iz with us.

- There i8 yet another serions matter to which I must draw the attentioh
of the Government. This relaies to the consolidation of small holdingk:
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At present the work is being done by three different departments. The Rey -
enwe Department, the Co-operative Departrient and the Rural Reconstrue-
{don Department. T say there miust be omoe and only one department
to which the work of the consolidation of holdings should be entrusted.
The scheme ought to be centralised and entrusted to the Revenne Depart-
ament which alone is competent to accomplish it. Other departments
merely cling to it in order to justify their existence. At present 50 thousand
are given to the Co-operative Department and another 50 thousand to the
Rural Reconstruction Department for the consolidation of holdings., This
is sheer waste of money. Other departments than the Revenue carry on
their own prepaganda with this sum and do no sabstantial work of con~
solidating the small holdings. If the Go-operative Department is serious
- about its business, let it prove its worth in the Gurgaon district. The depart-
men$ should recruit capable persons to run the department. It is no use
bwrning away from their real businéss and taking to new business.

I would like to make a further submission. It has been said that this
Government cannot continue for long unlesa they curtail their expenditure,
But how can this be done ¢ You put & guestion and when it is answered,
& volley of supplementary questions begin. You agk how many benami
transactions have taken place so far ¢ The Government thereupon starts
inquiry which in some eases involves an expenditure of forty to fifty thonsand
rupees, This is how you do your duty. Muach time is wasted because
of you. Unless you co-operate nothing can be done. If you are sincere and
earnest in your professions you should co-operate with us and see that the
sittings of the Assembly are curtailed to bwenty days where usually yau
sit for forty days. This will save time and money. But you are in the
habit of making pious professions and doing no more. Tt appears (hat you
are concerned only with making propaganda in BeWspapers,

Let me now turn fo the question of communal riots. Is it that the whole
-‘responsibility lies upon the Government ? Just consult your conscience
and point out where the responsibility lies. The (Government is not so much
respondible as we, the Hindus, the Sikhs and the Muslims, individually
and jointly are responsible for them. And unless we all take a concerted
-action agamst this evil, we cannot improve matters, neither curtail oxpendi-
tare nor run the administration efficiently. I know all Raj Bahadurs,
with a few exceptions are enamoured of British Eaj. If you want to have
a right sort of government established in your provinee you will have to
live peacefully ae if you are real brothers. " (Hear, hear.) Otherwise do not
talk of responsible government, you are sure to see insults and disgrace every
-now and then. In such a case there will be police rule of which we are
ot afraid being poor and indigent people. The people having a greater
siake will have to suffer. It appears that communal riots are the order
-of the day. Very often minor things lead to these riots and the most
innoeent way-farers are victimised. (dn honourable member :  Shameful.)
Then sagain, it has been wrged that corruption should be put an end to.
1t can be stopped only when the public is determined to stop it, The Governe
ment cannot siop this evil completely. They can at the most reduce its
-zigour. T understand that a police staff is going to be appointed to stop
-gorruption. I do not think that the police can do that nor have they ever
#uoeseded in that. Tt is only the public who can effectively root out thie
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evil, To a great extent we are responsible for corruption. I think there
can be only two ways of stopping corruption, TFirst, that people should
cease paying respects to dishonest persons and secondly, the Government
should appreciate the services of honest persons and give them promotions
anmindful of their number in the scpiority lists. If you do that, yon will
see many Bedfords coming forward. Thereis still another way of stopping
corruption. Those who have a bad reputation and have put in sufficient
service and have accumulated wealth by unfair means may be retired and
young graduates, who are generally honest, may be appomnted in thewr places.
Further, make it & rule, & stringent rule, that in future no extensions shall
be granted. Ido not say that even experts should not be granted exten-
sions.  You would do well in granting extensions to an expert in connection
with the Haveli Project. PBut ordinarily no extensions ghonld be granted

. to Government employees.

The very first speaker was pleased to remark that the speech made
by the Honourable Minister for Winance while presenting last year's
budget was marked by ‘robust optimism’ which is conspicuous by 1ts absence
this year. May I enquire if the honourable member expects the Govern-
ment to control natural forces or does he mean to say that if somebody
takes it into his head to create mischief and there are communal riots, the
Government should not send police to control the situation ? Similarly
if an epidemic breaks out or i crops are spoiled by hailstorrs invloving an
enormous expenditure, are the Ministers to blame for that ? I would,
therefore, appesl to my honourable friends not to hold the Government
responsible for natural phenomena but let us pray to Giod 10 have mercy
on our province. With these words T again congratulate the Honourable
Minister for Finance for preparing and presenting the budget in sach a

commendable manner.

Rai Bahadur Binda Saran (Punjab Commerce and Indastry) :  Six,
allow me to join in offering my felicitations and congratulations to the
Honourable Finance Minister (Hear, hear) for very ably managing the
finances of the province. We lmow that in spite of the very serious famine
we had in Hissar he has boen able to show a very small deficit only without
imposing any big taxation upon us, whereas in other provinces they have
to impose a lot of taxation. Therefore 5o far as the budget is concerned

we stand above all other provinces.

I would like to invite the attention of the Government to the Industries
Department.  They have not paid proper attention to this department,
The progress as regards industrial survey is very slow. The expenditure
on industrial education is decreasing instead of inereaging. From Rs. 18
Jakhs in 1987-38 we find that this expen diture has come down to Rs. 10,04,000,
The expenditure proposed is the lowest expenditure for a very large number
of years now. There s one point.  Whatever gxpenditure i3 allotted

to industrial education 1 think there is some defect ; it i not propexly spent.

There are a number of schools opened in different localities where the cost

per student is something like Bs. 80 per month. I consider1t a very heavy
expenditure and efforts should be made that more students come into these
achools. ¥ do not want that these schools should be closed.  Instead of

musking propagenda for other university education, bring more students
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into these industrial schools and ingtead of producing more B.As. and M.As,
produce more industrial scholars. I know that we have in the present
Director of Industries a vexry competent man and he deserves our pPraise
or the way in which he is managing the industries. The expenditare on
these schools, I am sorry to note, has fallen from Rs. 5,581,000 to Re. 4,79,000
this year.

I heartily welcome the idea of the provincial stores purchase depart-
ment. I only wish this idea had come abont a long time before. In the
United Provinces they have made tremendous progress in this line, The
present Punjab Government is paying something. like Ra. 80,000 as subsidy
or a8 commission to the Government of India and now by spending only
Rs. 21,000 they will be making a good saving. We wish—and it may not
be only a pious wish—that only the products of the Punjsb are used. ~Thia
policy should be observed in spirit and every effort should be made so that
preference is given to the products of the Punjab.

In the next place I welcome the provision of Rs. 50,000 for the develop-
ment of pottery industry. There are several other items which need the
patronage of the Government. I regret to note that the expenditure on cot-

-tage and small scale industries has been reduced from Rs. 45,100 to Rs.
10,900. Similarly on handloom industry the expenses which were once Rs.
67,800 have now come down to Rs. 1,100 in the present budget. Last year's
budget has turned out to be a tale of unspent balances. Rupees 1,060,000
wag provided for rural water supply and out of that only Rs, 84,800 is spent.
I wish the entire amount could have been spent and more provided. In
induatries out of the special development fund of Rs. 50,000 allotted, only
Ra. 25,000 was gpent and it i3 a matter for regret that instead of having
this grant of Ra. 25,000 in the re-grant, they have given only Rs. 11,300

-and the balance wiped out. I do not see the reason for this. A very
meagre grant is allowed for research work, I do not think any profitable
parpose will be served by providing only Rs, 4,700 for research. More
sum should be provided for this purpose so that we can have gome sub-
stantial good out of it. Similarly in regard to the Hydro-Electric scheme
the amount is reduced by 50 per cent.

I would like to bring to the notice of the House a very important matter,
namely, the unjust restrictions on building schemes i Lahore. Last year
I tabled a resolution on this subject and I secured the second place in the
ballot and on the assurance given by tho Honourable Minister in charge and
the Honourable Promier that they would appoint a committes to investigate
into these things, I withdrew my resolution. They actually appointed s
committee and that committee held a number of meetings. Where I feel
the disappomtment 13 that though that committee appointed by the Govem-
ment has come to certain unanimous decisions, nothing has so far been
dons. I may like to mention the personnel of that committes. It was
presided over by the Honourable Minister himself. The other members
were the Secretary to the Local Self-Government Department, the Chief

" Bugineer, Buildings and Roads Branch, the Government Architect, the Ad-
ministrator, Lahore Municipality, who 18 also the chairman of the Improve-
ment Trust, four Parliamentary Secretaries, the Resident Secretary to the
Unionist Party and four other members, namely, Diwan Babadur Raja
Narendranath, Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal! Dss, Begum Rashida Latit Baji

¥
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and myself. * I can say that no Government committee can possibly be as
' thie was and in spite of the fact that its decisons were unanmous, no
heed is paid to see that they sre csrried out. T do not know in whase
drawers or on whose tables those recommendations are Iying and who ig
sitting tight over them. Probably they are thrown into the waste paper
basket. Beveral questions were tabled regarding this, but a stereotyped
reply wos given that they are receiving consideration at
the hands of the Government. I do not know *how
long they will continue to receive the consideration of the Government.

- (At this stage Mr. Speaker vesumed the Chair.)

I will give yon an example of the treatment meted out to the people.  One
of the European members of my own Chamber who cannot be called an
exploiter or s speculator submitted a plan in the year 1937. That plan
was returned after six months on account of certain irregularities. The
gentleman saw Mr. Sullivan who was then the Government Architect snd
after consultation with him he prepared another plan according to his design
and when he brought that plan to Mr. Sullivan, he told him that that was
the best plan ever prepared by anybody, The plan was passed by the
Lahore Improvement Trust and was sent to the office of the (ommissioner
who after approving it, sent it for public eriticism but no public exiticism
csme forth.  This happened in April 1938 and though over one year has
passed I do not know what has happened. The plan is there Iying at
somebody’s table. (An honourable member : To wait for threo vears more.) I
think public opinion is being flouted in this matter. It is simply ridieulous.
Nobody is earing how much loss the public of Lahors is suffering in not
getting their plans passed.  Other towns like the Model Town and the
Garden Town are gaining at the expense of Lahore. I agree entirely
with my honourable triend, Pir Akbar Ali_ in whatever he has said in regard
to the Retrenchment Comrmttes and I assure my honourable friend, Chaudhzi
Krishna Gopal Dutt, that we are making every effort, we are examining
each and every detail which requires time because we want to give a report
that i3 acceptable to the Government and to the public so that we may
thrash out every possible source of retrenchment and revenue. We are
meeting nlmost every day now. {4n honourable member + That is why it
should be prolonged.}) (Laughter). I beg again to offer my congratula-
tions to the Honourable Finance Minister on the way in which he has
pregented his budget,

- Sardar Sahib Sardar Gurbachan Singh (Jullondur West, Sikh.
Raral) : The Honourable Finance Minister has presented his budget with his
usual lucidity and eloguence. He has proved the soundness of the pro-
vincisl finanee by meeting the unexpected expenditure required for affording
relief in the famine-stricken districts. In spite of this unforeseen domand
he hag not stinted expenditure in the beneficent departments, rather it is
on the increase, and the total figure stands at & height which it had never
attained before. I, therefore, offer my sincerest congratulations to the
Finance Minister for kis brilliant achiovement. These beneficent depart-
menty were once ealled the nation building departments and it is to be

. boped, that they will bring all the people together making larger bappizes

67 M
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more universaily possible and when the people are prosperous there would
be less conflict over loaves and fishes. Itis a Finance Minister's privilege
to husband resources and to spend them wisely. He has shown both
courage and vision in his readiness to finance the Thal and Bhalya Dam ,
projects.  Both these schemes were once considered uneconomical snd I
hope that the soil survey has been carried out of Thal area, and that steps
will be taken to re-acquire the land which the Government surrendered
at the time of abandoning this scheme. The prices realised from this area,
will no doubt meet & substantial part of the capital cost as indicated in the
origmal project.  As regards Bhakra Dam I believe another scheme of
releasing water in the Jamna Canal was prepared by a former Chief Engineer
in an area where water level permitted econemic pumping and to serve
that ares by means of tubewells and taking the water thus released in the
canal to the parts which would be served by the Bhakra Dam. The coms-
parative capital cost of these two schemes deserves s very carelul and expert
examination. As regards economy the credit goes to the Honourable
Minister for Revenue whose careful watch has effected a saving of nearly
two crores in the construction of the Havelj Project which was estimated
at & cost of 5] crores. It is o striking achievement and I hope that if similar
economy 18 effected in other departments, the ‘day for lessening the burden
of the zamindars is not far off.  Next I wish to congratulate the Honourable
Minister for Public Works for changing the angle of vision of the Hydro-
Electric Department by starting real rural extension’ schemes and I hope
that the supply of energy will not only be restricted for luxury purposes,
but that it would be freely made available for agricultural and industrial
development. (Hear, hear) 1 would again appeal to the Government
with all the emphasis at my command that it should: educate the zamindars
in the uses of electricity by providing energy at a eoncession rate and also by
providing other facilities.

I cannot pass on without drawing the aitention of the Honourahle
Minister for Public Works to the need of improving village communications,
Last year a small amount was provided for this purpose. But in the new
budget I have looked in vain for any such provision. I strongly feel the
great need of improvement in this direction, particularly helping villages
who have made a co-operative effort to build kacha roads. These small
sections ought to be metalied from the road fund. Bir, the boldings in the
Bist Doab are very gmail and uneconomical, and the people are in a VOry
bad plight. TUnless some lands are provided in the new or old colonies,
their condition will go from bad to worse. The policy followed in colo-
nising the Sandal Bar should be revived and the congested districts relieved
by moving the population to the new areas. This policy has already proved
its suecess and the departure from it in the Nili Bar is respongible for the delay
ib its development. No doubt our appeals to the Government for preventing
subsidence of water ievel in the Jullundur and Hoshiarpur districts did
bave some effect last year and they established a sub-division to Prepare a
contour map of this area, but I regret very much that though 1 hoped that
gome provision would be made for doing something praetical for thede
people of Bist Dosb to prevent subsidence of water level, this budget
is a8 eripty as the two previous ones. Our ministers, while touring io this

phib'of the province, themselves promised to the people, at more than one
]
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place that the Government would take immediate steps to combat this evil,

- gtill there is no provision in this budget. '
‘ I also want to draw the attention of the Government to the Land
Revenue Committee’s Report which is long overdue.  In this conneetion
a member of the Opposition said that he wished that the land revemue
up to Rs. 5 should be abolished and that uneconomical holdings should
also be made free of land revenue.  Supposing there are such recommernda-
tions in the report, then the Opposition eannot claim credit for that as they
boyeotted this committes and did not give evidence before it. 1f any
rolief is afforded to the zamindars on the recommendations of this committes,
the credit will go to the Government, that is, the present ministry and to the
persons who gave evidence before the committee. Lastly, I wish to draw
the attention of the Government to & very important fact and that is that
they should relieve the burden of taxation on the zemindars by reducing
the land revenue and water rate and sbolishing chahi rates. I hope
and I sm sure that this is receiving Government’s urgent attention.

Chaudbri Muhammad Hassan (Ludhiana, Muhammadan, Rural)
(Urdy) : Sir, I am free to admit that the budget speech of the Honourable
Minister for Finance was couched in perfeet King’s Fnglish and was deliverad
in such a fine manner that if the Minister were speaking from behind a sereen
every listener would have mistaken him for an Englishman. But when
T come to the subject matter I find that he has displayed hopeless ignoranee
of the conditions obtaining in the province.  The Hounourable Minister
and his colleagues are often on tour but it appears that either the people
do not co-operate with them or the Ministers are not endowed with the
ability to understand the people and their requirements, Pirst of all let us
take the question of corruption. Nobody knows better than the Honourable
Minister that cur financial position is none the best, but in spite of that a
new deperiment has been created on the pretext of fighting and eradicating
corruption. I am prepared to congratulate the Honourable Minister for his
jugglary of words and figures by which almost all the members sitting on
his side have been taken in but I must say that the Government is far from
being desirous of eradicating corruption. Qur Government cannot change
ths mentality of the officers serving under them. The Honourable Premier
has told ns in clear terms that he is handicapped in this respect becaunss he
has to deal with such disappointing stuff as we have to offer him. He has
said, :

il oty g0y et b—ailesd ot wleops B se i

But I may add that if his Government i3 incompetent to improve their
gubordinate officers, how does it lis in their mouth to make loud profession
of sympathy with the poor cultivators of the province ? The main caunse
of their being unable to reform their subordinate officers ie that they fight
ghy of reforming their upper grade officers on whose support they rely.
Again, how can one, who himself is misgnided, guide another ? They them-
salves draw fat salaries and huge allowances. They have never uttered
a single word which may give some indication of theix sacrifice for the good
of the country.  Withoat sacrifice of some personal conveniences and
comforts, they cannot help the poverty-stricken peasants of the Punjab,
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Their lip sympathy and the jugglary of words wlll not help them in futuze.
Poople have seen enough of them for the last two years. They have roceived
no reduction in the land revenue so far. What kind of other support esn
the poor people expect from the Punjab Government ? The budget shows
a provision of Rs. 50,000 for taccavi loans. By putting questions we got
the reply that where ten rupees were given to a certain zamindar in the
Bait tlaga 8 were deducted and the remaining 2 were given to him. This is
no substantial help. Thir trick would not help the Unionists any longer.
The province is passing through darkness ereated by the Unionists. (At
this time lights in the Chamber became dim.) Just as there is darkness in the
House at pregent, similarly the dark shadow of the Unionists has overtaken
the provines and I may assuro them that this darkness is sure to go away.’
The Honourable Ministers waste the time and money of the public by undez-
taking extenaive tours in the Purijab and requiring the people to attend the
meéetings arranged in their honour. Moreover, the public servants are
required to waste their valuable time in making necessary arrangements for
their processions and other meetings. = The officers neglect their own duty
and wasto time in waiting on the Ministers. There is no agriculturist in the
Punjab to-day who cah be said to be quite able to pay land revenus-in
time. Nonetheleds, the Ministers never bother about the reduction. of land
revenue. Sir, the budget has been admired by almost all sections of the -
House. No doubt it is admirable from one point ofview, that is, that it
comprigses beautitul theories which may well serve as a treat to students, -
- but it has got no practical value inasmuch as the hard facts have altogether
bean ignored. ~ You may extol Mr. Bhanot or for the matter of that any other
officer to the skies but the fact remaing that they are not at all conversant’
with the true state of sffairs in the villages. In fact it is a matter of groat -
regret thit while the province is an agrienltural one, the preparation of its -
budget was entrusted to the people, who were non-agticulturists and as sach -
had no sympathy with the agriculturists. In fact the compilers of the -
budget were not apprised of the real wants of the zamindars. It may be
that some agriculturist and some non-agriculturist members of this Hoase
are with the Honourable Finance Minister but this fact alone cannot improve
the lot of the poor zamindars. - : Co
I would like to ifivite tho atterition of House to page 216 of the Budget-
where provision has been made for the rank and file of the Provincial -
Legislative Assembly. Thé subordinates aro suffering from sheer want of -
comsideration even though they work for 45 many hours as their superiors
do. It is a matter of regret and shame that these subordinates bave not boen
treated properly oven though they are more polite than their superiors. Here
a8 huge expenditure has been shown on account of sllowances of members.
But unless tho Ministers agres to a reduction in their salaries how can the
allowances be eurtailed ? Generally .speaking there is s deficit of 29 lakhs
and I would.not wonder if the next year’s budget if prepared under your
supervision shows a deficit of 53 lakhs, T am constrained to remark that
you have not done anything tangible for the zamindars for whom you have,
always boen #o loud in your professions. . In Congress provinces no one
haa been given a salary of more than 500 rupees a month. Even here our
Deputy Speaker gots a salary of 500 rupees a month, This does not mean .
that be is pot doing his work satiafactorily or that he cannot represent the

-
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interests of his constituents effectively. He is doing hiz job quite well.
When this is so, how ig it that our ministers cannot see their way to agree
to a reduction in their salaries ? It is all talk that the zamindar is your
master and you are culy his so many servants. . I agsure you that if a
private servant proves to be such a juggler as you have been in the matter of
financs, he would not be retained in service for another minute. At any
rate you have behaved like the crafty servant of an unsophisticated country
gontlemsn. He can do whatever he likes and the master cannot simply
deteet his villainy. But I assure you that you cannot go on deceiving the
master for any length of time. Sooner or later he will wake up to a sense
of his loss. - '

. You heve taken a good deal of pride in the successful working of the
Department of criminal jusbice. But even here you have fallen short of
everybody’s expectations. No less a person than the Chief Justice of the
TLahore High Court supported the cause of separating the judiciary from the
executive. But the Government has not come round to this view.
Evidently it is anxious to perpetuate the farce of appointing its own men to
judicial posts in order to further the party ends. The Government is all
angiety to ses 1t8 henchmen in the position of honorary magistrates or
gub-registrars.  How can 1t countenance a policy of separating judicial
and executive functions in the provincial administration ? Just as it has
been observed by my honoursble {riend, Mian Nurullah, even the conciliation
boards have been overcrowded with the henchmen of the party in power. '
And who are these worthies who have been appointed ? They are millionaires
or at least have the reputation of rolling in thousands, or they are retired
Government officors, superintendents of jails or deputy superintendents
of police. I wonder if any stamina to work has been left in these retired
officers who have been asked to do som8 useful work by the Government
in the last days of their lives when they should be enjoying their well-earmed
rest, leaving the Government departments alone. '

. - Qur complaint is that the Honcurable Ministers. are net fully informed
of the situstion even in places so frequently visited by them. Perhaps.
they are too much busy with their processions and that sort of thing. They
do not simply allow themselves to be bothered with realities. ~For instance,
the Honourable Chaudhri 8ir Chhotu Ram makes it a point to_ visit the
Ambals Division s couple of times in a week and the Honourable Mian
Abdul Haye visits Ludhisna so often. |

Another point to which I want to drgw_ your attention is that 166
villages of my district were granted a remission of Ra. 166-4-0. What a
. princély remission! Two towns in the district claim a population of fourteen
thousand and there are sixty villages with more than five thousand inhabi~
tants i each. But the remisgion smounted £ no more than Ra. 166-4-0
for all these 166 villages in one Tehsil. And what was the reason given for-
this meegie remission ? Nothing better than that all the five crops had not
completely failed and therefore mo more Yemussion was deserved. I em-
romindod of what the Collector of Ludhiana told the sufferers from the
Razapur floods. They hed lost everything that they possessed. Even'
sheir Jands had come under water.  But when the Collector was approsched :



PUDGET—GENERAL DISOUSEION. ’ 119

with the request that he should do something for thoss unfortunatepeople,
he was pleased to remark that he had no aguares of land at his disposal and,
therefors, the people should address their requests to the Collector of Mont-
gomery, The Government should feel ashamed of such an unsympathetic
attitude of ite officers. This Government is very loud in its solicitude
for the welfare of zamindars but I must say that all that is nothing but sheer
hypoerisy. They could not even get a zamindar Minister of Finance who
wonld have prepared the budget with special care to the plight and needs
of zamindars. ¥ do not grudge the Honourable Minister his fat salary
but I do object to the way in which this budget has been prepared and it is &
pity thet the Government has left its financial affairs in the hands of an
unsympathetic non-agriculturist whose only qualification is that he can
speak good English.

Tt has been pointed out more than once that corruption is rampant in
the Public Health, Bducation and Co-operative Departments but nothing
has been done. The Government should understand that its orders in this
connoction are absolutely ridieulons. Investigation by five Sub-Inspectors
of Police or a representation by five independent persoms iz not the way
40 eradicate corruption.

At this stage the Assembly adjourned 1l 2 p. ¥. on Tuesday, 14th March,
1989.
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"PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Frers SESSION OF THE First PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE
) ASSEMBLY.

Tussday, 14h March, 1999,

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber at 2 p.u, of the clock., Mr,
-Bpeaker in the Chair. .

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,
Cow-stavenrer 1IN Bagmr Murran Samze, Disrricr JULLUNDUR,

*4185. Master Kabal Singh : Will the Honourable Premier be
Ppleased to state—

(a) whether he is aware of the fact that a number of residents of
Basti Multan Sahib, distriot Jullundur, including one Fazal
Muhammad Khan, lambardar, recently made a petition to
him that some butohers of the said Basti were indulging in
cow-glaughter and sale of beef which had 80 far been prohibit.
d in that village ; .

{5} whether he is aware of the fact that such a petition was also
submitted to the Deputy Commissioner, Jullundur district g

{e) it the answer to the above (@) and (3) be in the affirmative, the
action he has taken or Proposes to take to remove the tension
and preserve peacs in the said village ?

The Homourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: Thore is no
‘Basti Multan Sahib. If the honourable member means Basti Mithu 8ahib
-answer 4 the question is ag follows :.—

(8) Yes.
&) Yes,

(6) Necessary preventive measures have been taken by the loeal
officers. It ia not in the puablic interest to give details,

TraNING 70 PoLICE OFFICERS BY CHEMIOAL ExamiNgRr, Lamorg,
*4205. Khan Mubammad Yasuf Khan: Will the Honourable
Premier be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is & fact that a number of police officers are given
training periodically by the Chemieal Bxaminer at Lahore ;

{b) if 8o, the number of guch students that are trained every year,
the time for. which they are trained and the purpose and
* the kind. of education imparted to them :
{¢) the method of selsction of such police officers as.are sent for
euph {raining ? ‘ S
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Parliamentary Secretary (Sarder Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh):
{u) and (b) Bix inspectors and sub-inspectors are af present undergoing a
three months co of training under the Chemical Examiner. It is hoped,
by practical dethonstrations of the work dome by the Chemical Examiner
and by study in hiz laboratory, to supplement the medico-legal knowledge
already possessed by the officers chosen for the course, and to show them
what type of specimens can usefully be sent and how they should be
despatched. The course is also designed to educate the police in the manner
and the directions in which crimtinal investigation can, be assisted by medical
science. The present course is the first of its kind, but a further one will
prohably be held in the awtumn. .

(¢) The particular officers were selected under the orders of the Inspector- -
General, men likely to benefit from the course being given the preference.

Khan Muhammad Yusef Khan : May I know from the honourable
Parliamentary Secretary whether it is a fact that assistant sub-inspeet-
oxs or sub-inspectors generally investigate such cases? If so, will it
not be more reagonable to select them for this training ?

Parliamentary Secretary: It depends upon the nature of the work.
Upper subordinates are considered o be more suitable for this training.

RurEs FRaMED UNDER 1B REsTITUTION OF MORTGAGED LANDS AcT.

*3711. Lala Duni Chand : Will the Honourable Minister of Revenue
be pleased to state— .

(@) whether any rules have been framed uunder the Restitution of
Mortgaged Lands Act;
() by what time the Government intends to enforce the Restitution
- of Mortgaged Lands Act ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) No,.
pat they are under preparation. - '

(&) As soon as possible.

Lala Duni Chand: May I know, whether, since the Act has been
passed, any figures have been ecollected with the object of finding out how
far this legislation is going to affect those whose main source of income is
the lands, thag are going to be taken away from them ?

My. Speaker : Does this guestion arise out of the answer given ?
Lala Duni Chand ; Yes sir, it does.

My. Speaker : In what way ?

Lala Duni Chand : Rules are going to be framed with the object of
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act and I want to know how far
this Aet is going to affect the poor section of mortgagees and whether the
rules disclose any such thing or not ?

M. Speaker : But no rules are made yet.

Lala Duni Chand : I want to know whether figures have been col
lected with the object of finding out those persons whom this legislation is
going to affeet ?

My. Speaker : I think the honourable member’s question is not meant:
to explain further the answer given.



STARRED QUBSTIONS AND ANSWBRS. 198
.RELIEF FOR DEPRESSED OLASSES IN Bhssai Pugwnion

*3730. Chaudhri Fagir Chand: Will the Honourable Minister-
of Revenue be pleased to state the action the Government proposss to

take to afford relief to the depressed classes in the Hissar distriet in regpeet.
of unemployment and famine ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazaniar Ali Khan): Famine-
relief measures are being taken by Government in Hisssar diskriet and
relief is given to deserving persons irrespective of the clase, caste or caeed.

to which they belong. Relief to poople belonging to depressed classes is
equally given to them.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Hss the Government taken into con-
sideration the question of Temitting the professionsl tax levied on the hariy
jsng ?

Parliamentary Secretary : May I know how this arises out of this
question ?

Mr. Speaker: No.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : I want to ask whether whon remigsions.
have been granted to the zamindars in land revenue demand and in abiana,.
a8 also concessions have been given to them by suspending the realisation
of faccavi loans, whether the Government has also considersd the advig-

ability of remitting professional tax levied on the harijans who equally
suffer from famine 9 .

Parliamentary Secretary: Hasijans have benefited from sl the
] ' * the Government to relieve distress in the

Pandit Shri Ram Shayma : What special steps have been taken to
relieve distress among the harijans ? -

Paxliomentary Secretary: It bazijans have some special distros®

they must be especially benefiting from the steps taken by Governmen
to relieve distress.

Minister (The Honourable Dr, Sir Sundar Stgh Majithia): You are-

putting another question as to what, relief has been given to harijans and -
it will be answered a little later,

Rai Bahadur My. Mukand Lal Puxi: Has Government considered

the guestion of remission of the district board tax in the case of.__.'lpqoplw
affected by this ? ' '

'seliamentary Secretary: I would like to have notice of this
quesbion. :

 Paxliamentary. Secretary: Government rasko no. diskinetion bet-
weel; @ harijan or & Brabmin in the matter of relisving distross, (Heor,
heay). _

B2
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. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Has the Government done anything to
help the cottage industry of shoe-making and weaving run by the harijans
of the famine-gtricken srea ?

Minister: I believe that the shoes made by these harijans are sale.
able in the whole of the Punjsb, There is no famine in the Punjab for the
purchase of these shoes.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bbargava: Was any help given to the harijans by
way, of taccavi loans for purchasing fodder ?

. Minister: 1 have just said that a question on the subject as to what
help has been given to the depressed classes i3 going to be put and as soon
as that question is put we will give a reply. o

Srirg TO GIVE ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION TO ACHHUTS IN GOVBENMENT
SERVICES. .

*3731. Chaudhri Fagir Chand : Will the Honourable Premier
be pleased to state—
{a) the nsmes of those departments to which the Punjab Govern-
ment hag issued circulars regarding the employment of
Achhut candidates, and whether they have comphied with
them; if 8o, to what extent ;
() the steps Government propose to take further to give adequate
reprosentation to the Achhuts, in Government services ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: !(a) It struc-
tions have been issued by the Public Works Department, Irrigation Branch,
Punjab Civil Service (J udicial Branch), Education, Electricity, Police and
Agnicultural Departmenis. They are being complied with to the fnlleat
oxtent possible,

() Governmert will do whatever is possible to secure to the scheduled
castes their logitimate share in the services, provided duly quslified candi-
dates belonging to that community are available.

CoMPENSATION TO THE ZAMINDARS OF tlaga PATTOL! DPUE TO THE CLOSURE
or UrpEr Bamt Doar CaNaL.

. *3777. Sardar Muhammad Husain : Will the Honourable Minister

of Revenue be pleased to state—

(#) the reasons for the closure of the Upper Bari Doab Canal :for the
lact one month or more and when the Government propose
to re-open it ; _ : .

(b) whether it is proposed to compensate the zamindars of Wage

Y . Pattoki and some other villages in tahsil Chunian whose.
crops have been adversely affected on account of the above-
pamed closare ; if so, how ; DL

(¢} whether Government also intend to remit the water rate to th

Y . Jamindars of the affected ares by way of telief? ~ .

“This answer waa laid on the table,
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Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfor Ali Khan): (a) The
Upper Bari Doab Can~l hes not beer closed, The honourable member
probably refers to the Main Branch Lower, which was closed from 12th to
80th October on account of rotational closuree of channels necessitated by
low river supply. The Branch was opened on 31st October.

(b) Remissions are being given where necessary under the rules.

(¢) No special remission of water rates is intended to be given as closing
of channels in rotation is being done on all canals owing to low river supplies.
ag ususal every winter,

REPRBIENTATION OF CERTAIN VILLAGES OF TAHSIL JAGRAON REGARDING .
WATER SUPPLY FOR RaB1 CROPS.

*3812, Chaudhri Muhammad Hassap: Will the Honourable-
Minister of Revenue be pleased to state—

(4) whether it is a fact that in the Jagraon tahsil of the Ludhisne
distriet certain villages recsive eanal wator only for the kharif
crop and not for the rabi erop ; if 20, the reasons therefor ;

(b) the names of the villages in the Ludhiana tahsil which receive-
canal water only during the kharif arop ;

(¢) whether any representations have been made by the inhabitants-
of the villages mentioned in (a) and () above to the canal
authorities for the snpply of the canal water during the rabi
crop also ; if so, the result of these representations ;

(d) which officer of the Irrigation Department inspected the lands.
of the above-mentioned applicants for finding out whether-
their demand was justified or not ? -

Parliamentary Secretary (Rajs Ghazarfar Ali Khar): (a) Certair
villages lying on kharif channels get supply up to 15th October for kharif"
crops as well as for sowing rabi crops. Supply is not given after 15th
October because the area through which these chanmels pass has a high-
sub-soil level varying from 16 to 20 foet and if perennial supply were giver:
ir these channels the areas would, in course of time, become waterlogged.

(b) Practically the whole of the Ludhiana tahsil lying within the canal.
irrigation boundary. '

(¢} and (d} A request for perernial supply for Jessowal and Alalgarh
Distributaries in the Jagiaon tahsil was made i the Divisional Canal.
Advigory Committee ir 1987. Observations of the sub-soil water levels of
the concerned ares were made and found to be high, No representatior:
mﬁ to have beer received regardirg lharif channels in the Ludhisna
tahsil.

Chaudbri Muhammad Hassan ; Will the Honouralge Minister please
state whether the Government investigated the causes of water-loggirg
in this particular ares ¢

Minister : I have already stated that a high water level always leads.
to water-logging. )

Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan : Was an expert employed to investi--
gate the fact ? -
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Minister : Yes.

Chaudhyi Muhammad Hassan : What was the name of that expert ?

Minister : Iam not prepared to give it.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan: When was he appointed to makc
the mvestigation ?

Minister : When the necessity for it arose.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : A year ago ?

Minister : You might say two years if you so like,

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Before this Government came to
-office?

Minister : Draw your own conehizions.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bha#yava : May I know whether the necessity did
arige during his ministership ?

Minister : The question is this. When there is any seepage in any
‘aroa and it leads to any deterioration of land, nccessary enquiries are
made.

Chaudbri Muhammad Hassan ; Is it not in the public interest to
disclose the name ? :

~ Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : I have to invite your attention to the
question. It is a definite question about a definite village ; it is not a general
question that has been answered. The Honourable Minister has stated
that whep the necessity arises for any village then an officer is appointed.
The question is definite about this village. Therefore we want to know
when the pecessity for an inquiry arose. When was the representation
received, when was that officer appointed and what was his report ?

Minister : I would refer my honourable friend to parts (¢} and {d)
of the answer, where it iz definitely stated that this matter was raised in
the Canal Advisory Committes in 1937 when an enquiry was made.

ArrEARS OF Tacoavi Loans 1N Districr LupHIiaNa.

*3813. Chaudhri Mubammad Hagsan: Will the Honourable
Minister of Bevenue be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is a fact that arrears of f@ecavi loans have not been
realised in the Ludhiana district on account of the excessive
rate of interest ;

{b) the names of all those zamindars who have not been able to pay
the arrears of tqecavi loans in the Ludhiana distriet ;

{¢) whethgg the Government have ever ascertained the causes that
have lead to the default in paymenst of the taccavi loans ;

() if the reply to the above he in the affirmative, will Government
please sbate all those causes ;

{(¢) the number of wells sunk by the zamindars to whom the faccavs
loans were advanced for this purpose in each tahsil of the
Ludhiana distriot ?
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Pariamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) No.
"There are no arrears ab pregent. L

- (), (¢) and (@) Do not arige.

{¢) Ludhiana tahsil .- .. .- .. g
_ Jagraon tahsl .. . o . 2
') - Samrala tahsil ., 1

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : When wore the lagt arrears of this
laecav? realised by this Government ?

Parliamentary Secxétary : I would like to have notice of thas
question. . - oL

PENALTY CHARGED BY THE D1PALPUR CANAL AUTHORITIES FROM
THE ZAMINDARS OF VILLAGE ANGIWALA.

*3854, Sarder Muhemmad Husain : Will the Honougable Minister
of Hevenue be pleased to state the reasons why the canal authorities,
Dipalpur Canal, charged penalty from the zamindars of village Angiwala
on the (tanja Minor for making hreaches in the dam situated between their
village and river Sutls), when the complaint made by them against the said
gamindars regarding the same breaches had Dbeen filed by the polics after
proper investiga tion ; and the action the Government intends to take in the

. matter ? :

Parliamentary Secretary (Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): The ares

irrigated by the water from the breach in the flood embankment was entered
. in the Khasrah in the normal way. No penalty has been levied.

REPRESENTATION FOR FREE SUPPEY OF FODDER BY ZAMINDARS OF
viLLaGE RurowaL, TaBsit PHILLAUR.

*3368. Master Kabul Singh: Will the Honourable Minister of
Revenue be pleased to state whether it 13 a fact that the zamindatrs of the
villags Bupowal, tahsil Phillaur, disérict Jullundur, recently sent a repré-

- sentation to the Governmeni praying therein to supply them with frée
fodder for cattle as there was no fodder available in that village owikig
to the last draught and there was no water in the wells, and they further

_prayed to the Government to grant them full remission in the revenud
for kharif, 1988, if 5o, the action, if any, . taken so far, or intended to be
talkson by the Government in the matter ? ‘

Parliamentary Semtary (Raja Ghazanfar Ai Khan): Na such

“reprosentation appears to have been received by Government, Foddpr is
being imported at conceasion rates of railway freight and the qtrestibn
of granting relief in land revenue is under consideration.

(GRANT OF RELIEF TO INHABITANTS OF VILDAGER CHAXDANA' DisTmICT
_ JULLUNDUR.

*3869, Master Kabul Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of
Revenue be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the inbabitants of the
village Chakdana, thana Rahon, district Jullindur, recently sent & repre-
-gentation to the Government stating therein that their erops had failed
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dus to the draught and thet they had taken loans from the banks to pay-
off the land revenue and prayed therein that they mey be granted some-
relief ; if so, the aetion, if any, the Government intends to fake in the-
matter ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghasanfar Al Khan): The answer-
to the first part of the question is in the affitrative. The question of®
granting relief is under consideration.

REPRESENTATION REGARDING THE CLOSING 0F Kass1 MinNox.

*3873. Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Minis. -
ter of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) whethor it ig a fact thet a kassi (minor) which has been yunning
between ths villoge Rajuvana Kalan and Talvandi Rai and has -
been irrigating the lands in villages Talvandi Rsi, Chajjewal
and Ksmalpur for a long time, was closed some time ago -
causing thereby irveparable loss to the landowners and tenants .
depending on those lands ;

{b) whether it is also a fact that a pamber of representations,
memorials and applications have been made from time to time
to the Governmant by the zamindars and tenants mentioned
sbove, requesting that the said minor may be reopened,
if 80, whether it is intended to reopen it and, if not, the reasons -
therefor ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Kban): (a) The-
channel was not closed but irrigation in its first 5 miles length was stopped .
in 1912 on account of danger of waterlogging in these and other villages .
lying along this reach of the channel ;

() Representations have been received but owing io the fear of damage
to the lands by water-logging it will not be in the interests of the people -
concerned thai cansl irrigation be restoved ; water lovel being even higher
than what it was in 1912, For that these villages have good facilities for
‘" ghahi ”’ cultivation, in this harani tract.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan: Is it not & fact that the produc-
tive power of the land near about that minor has considerably decreased -

Minister : May be or may not-be.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Have you found out ?

Minister : I have already given the reply.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is this question not ingluded in the-
original question ? :

Minister : No.

PeEnsoNeg EMPLOYED FOR GREY (ANALS.
*3902. Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh : Will the Honouvrable Minis-
ter for Revenue be pleased {o state—

(a) total humber of persons employed for the working of the Grey
Capals since 1980 ;
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(b) the pames and home districts of those employsd during this-
period ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that according to the Grey Canals Manual,
preference it to be given to the agriculiurists of Ferozepore
distriet ;

{d) whother it is a fact that outsiders have been employed during
this period in preference to persons belonging te Ferozepore
distriot ; if so, the reasons therefor ;

{¢) whether these posts were adverlised before they were filled ;.
if not, why not and the procedure followed m filling these
posts ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar AR Khan): {a) 17.
{§) A statement is attached.

1986

(¢) Yee. But these rules have only been enforced from the 18t Ostober,.

(d) Outsiders have been preferred when they were better than the.
local candidates,

{¢) No. The appointments are filled from among the candidates who.
have worked in the department temporarily.

Stalements showing the names and home districts of the employees of the:

Grey Canals since 1930,

s;-rﬁal Name. Post. Home Distriet.
[
I | B. Fazal Karim .. | Overseer .. .. | Jhang,
2 | B. Prithvi Raj L SBub-oversecr .. | Sialket.
3 | B. Abdul Rahim . Ditto .. | Hoshiarpur.
4 | B. Yaqub Al .. oo | Cleck . .. | Ferozepore.
& | B. Abdul H&mid «+ | Moharcir .. «« | Jullundur.
6 | Latif Ahmad .. . Ditto .. «+ | Perogepore,
7 | Nur Muhammad +. | Chaprasi .. . Do.
8 | Mubammad Amin . Do. o . Do.
9 | Sukhai Ram .. .. { Chavkidar, rest-house ., | Do,
10 | Ghulam Hussain .. | Khalasi .. .- Do.
11 | Fazal Nlahi . . Do .. .. t Jullundur.
12 { Sardar AL .. . Do .. .. | Hoshiarpur,
12 | Fagal Karim .. .. | Chaukidar, rest-honse .. | Jullundur.
14 | Fazal Earim ., . Ditto .. Do.
© 15 | Rahmat .. . Ditto .. | Ferazepore.
16 | Ghauns Muhommad . Ditto . Do.
17 | Faguria . . .+ | Bweeper .. B .« .| BHosniarpar. .

&
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JarLss BaomH AND SUPERINTENDENT, GREY (JANALS,

*3903. Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh: Will the Honourable
Minister for Revenue be pleased to state—

{a) whether it is a fact that Jalsa Bachh was held in Grey Canals
office at Ferozepore on the 4th October, 1938, under the presi-
dentship of Mr. Amin-ud-Din, I.C.8., Deputy Commissioner,
Ferozepore ; if s0, the object of this Jalsa Bachh ;

(by whather it is a fact that Mina aligs Muhammad Bodle, President
of the Grey Canal Imsadaad Nakais Commitice, sent some
resolutions under a registered cover to the Buperintendent,
Grey Canals, to be discussed in the Jalsa Bachh and that
he was not allowed o move his resolutions ;

{6) if so, the reasons therefor ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (6) Yes.
“The object of the Jalsa Bachh 1s° only to fix the water rates to be levied on
the Grey Canals as provided in Punjab Government netification No. 86, dated
the 6th March, 1910,

(b) snd {¢) Yes. Only such resolutions as were within the competence
of the Jalsa Bachh were cousidered.

RELIEF GRANTED TO THE AMBALA DIVISION.

*3919. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Minister
of Revenne be pleased to state district-wise regarding the Ambala
divigion—

(@) the extent of damage done to the crops on account of searcity
of rain this year ;

() the extent to which relief is granted in the shape of remission,
postponement of land revenue, grant of taceavi {or purchase
of seeds and cattle, distribution of fodder and veliof works
in famine-stricken villages in this area ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) Barani
kharif erops were practically a complete failure in the districts of Hissar,
Rohtak, Gurgaon and Karnal. In the Ambals district half the sown area
failed while in the Simla district the damage was less than seven annas.
Considerable damage has also been done to the irrigated ¢rops in the Ambals
divigion. _

' (b} A statement has already been laid on the table in reply to Assembly
question No. *87991,

DiggiNg OF & POND AT BURUWALI A% A FAMINE WORK.
*3920., Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Minister
of Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is a fact that the inhabitants of Mauza Burawali,
tahsil Sirsa, and many other villages in Sirsa and Fatehabad
tahsils have suffered from famine eondition ;

1¥olume VIT, page 746, W
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(®) whether there was a proposal to dig a pond (diggi) in the Buruwahi
in the beginning with a view to give relief to the sufferers of
the locality but the said relief work has been started at
Mauza Derby instead ; if 8o, what action the Government pro-
pores to take to afford relief to the villagers of Mauza
Burawali ?

Parliamentary Secrétary (Raja Ghazaniar Ali Khan): () Yes.

(b) First part.—There never wag any proposal to dig a pond (diggt) in
" Burawali and no pond (@iggi) is to be dug in village Darbi, which is a cenal
- irrigated village,

Second part.—fhe people of Buruwali in need of relief can get it by
-going 10 the nearest relief work, '

FAtLure or Kuarmip aND BaBi Ceops iN Tamsit Buaravrl, DisTrIOT
SiMLa. o

*3081, Lala Duni Chand ;: Will the Honourable Minister of Revenue
- be pleaved to state— )

(@) whether in tahsil Bharauli, distriet Simla, the last two kharif
and rabi erops have virtuslly failed ;

{b) whether this has caused a wide-spread distress in Bharauli
tlaga ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that besidos agriculture the inhabitants -
of the said élaga liave no other pursuits to supplement their
seanty agricultural ineome ; :

(d) if the answera to {a), (b) and (¢) above be in the affirmative, the
action that the Government proposes to take to rolieve the
distress of these inhabitants ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghaszanfar Ali Khan): () No.

(5) Does not arise.

(q) Yes,

~ (d) Does not arise. )

Lala Duni Chand : Is it not a fact that the Ambala district has been

-.a8 much affected by famine conditions as the distriets of Rohtak, Gurgaon
and Kamal ?

Parliamentary Secretary: No.

Lala Duni Chand : Is it not a fact that in certain parts of the Ambala
. district there have been actually no crops ¢

Parliamentary Secretary: No.

SuPEBRINTENDENT oF (JREY (anaLls, FEROZEPORE,
*4033. Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh : Will the Henourable
" Minister of Revenue be pleased to state whether it is a general grievance
that owing to the residence and office of the Superintendent of Grey Canals,
Ferozepore, being in the same bungalow, the public experienses great diffi-
- eulty in interviewing him; if so, the action Government propose to take
vin the matter ?
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N Parliamentary Secretary (Rsja Ghezanfar AR Khan): First part.—-
o.

Becond part.—Does not arise.

REMISSION AND SUSPENSION OF LAND REVENUE IN AMBALA Disrricr.

*4043. Lala Duni Chand : Will the Honourahle Minister of Reven ue -
be pleased to state—

{a) to what extent remission and suspension of land revenue have -
been allowed to the five tahsils of the Ambala dietrict ;

(b) the nature of any other reliefs that have been granted or are
intended to be granted to the agriculturists of the Ambals
district ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Rajs Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a)-
Rs. 1,70,738 have been suspended and Rs. 18,282 have heen remitted out of
the land revenue demand for kharif, 1988,

() Taccavi loans are also being granted liberally for wells, ballocks
and fodder. An additional allotment of Rs. 7,000 has recently besn placed .-
at the disposal of the Deputy Commissioner, Ambala, for this purpose,

Out of outstanding balances of faceart loans, suspensions and remis-
gions amounting to Rs. 12,606 and Rs. 992, respectively, have alse been .
sanctioned. .

AREA UNDER CULTIVATION FOR WHEAT IN MoNTGoMERY Distrior.

*4064. Munshi Hari Lal : Will the Honourable Minister of Revenne -
be pleascd to state the extent of the area cultivated on account of wheat
in Chak No. 67/12-L., tahsil and district Montgomery, in rabi, 1988, and
th area under cultivation for wheat in the present rabi, i.e., 1989, and also
state wWhether it is a fact that the area under' wheat in present rabs is
much smaller than the ares under 7abi in 1988 : if &o, the reagons therefor ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): A notice
has been served on Government through the Collector by the irrigators on.
Rajbah 12-L, and it is likely that the matter may go before a civil court..
I regret, therefore. T am unable to give the information required by my
honourabie friend.

Munshi Hari Lal: Does the Government count on a suit being
lodged and refuge to answer the question on that ground ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I hope my honourable friend realises
that if & notice is served on Government giving them a threat that a snib -
will be lodged, it must be presumed that there is a likelihood of the suit
being lodged.,

Munshi Hari Lal : Is the Government in order in withholding infor- -
mation to a member of the House on the mere ground that there is a notice -
threatening that a suit will be lodged ?
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Mr. Speaker : It is no doubt the right of tho honourable member to
Beek information ; but at the same time it ia the privilegs of the Government
members not to answer cerain questions in the public interest.

Sardar Ajit Singh : The chiof aim of the notice was that the Govern-
men$ should remove the cause of complaint, but the answer now given by
the Parliamentary Secrotary only aggravates the position still further.

Myr. Speaker: The honourable moember is oriticising the anawer of
the Parliamentary Secretary. That is not fair. It is the privilege of the
honourable members to ask guestions ; but it is equally the privilega of the
‘Government members to refuge to answer a question in the public interest.
The Chair has no power to intervene. :

Munshi Hari Lal : When was the notice received ¢

Parliamentary Secretary: I think it must be about two months
Bgo.

Munshi Hari Lal : Ts not the Government in a position to give the
-exaot date of receipt of notice ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I am not prepaved to give that informa-
‘tion as long as the il information is being withheld. '

Mr. Speaker : The Parliamentary Secretary has declined to answer
‘that question.

+Sardar Ajit Singh: In reply to another question the Government -
‘gave & similar unsatisfactory answer. That is not fair. Six months have

passed -and yot the Government has not done anything to redress the -
grievance.

Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Are the people who gave the notice the
‘nasters of the ministry or is it the ministry that is their master ®

Mr, Speaker : Disallowed,

WATER SUPPLY FOR IRRIGATION IN CHAE No. 67/12-I., Tansir awp
Drarnior MoNTeoMERY,

*4065. Munshi Hari Lal: Wil the Honourabls Minister for
Revenua be pleased to state—- .

(a) what i3 the normal of authorised water supply for irrigation in
~ Chal: No. 87/12-L, tahsil and dissrict Montgomery ;

{b) whas has been the actual supply of water from 15th July to 22nd
November, 1988 ;

(¢) whether it is & fact that the actual supply of water during the
period from 15th July to 22nd November, 1988, has besn
_below the suthorized supply of water; if so, the - reasons. °
* therefor ¢ L -
i (Raja  Ghazanfar Al - Khan): The
honourable member is referred to the reply given to his, Assembly question
No. *4064 (above). ' :
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REPRESENTATIONS BY GRANTEES oF CHAE No. 67/12-L, TAHS1L AND DISTRICT -
MoNTeouERY.

*4065. Munshi Hari Lal ; Will the Honourable Minister for Revenue
be pleased to state whether it is a_fact that grantees of Chak No. 87/12-L
tahsil and district Montgomety, soms time ago submitted reprasentations.
to the locel and higher authorities in writing as well as orally complaining
against the short supply of water ; if so, what steps have been taken to
. remove their complaints ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Al Khan): The
honourable member 1is referred to the reply given to hig Assembly queation
No. *40641. -

Diwan Chaman Lall : Is it a fact that the Government has received.
a complaint of shortage of water supply ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I am afraid I cannot answer that
question without notice.

Diwan Chaman Lall : The question itself asks for this information
and I do not see what further notice is required.

Parliamentary Secretary: As [ have already stated, Government
does not feel justified in giving the information as long as there is a fear
that the information given in the House may be used against Government in a
civil court. _

Diwan Chaman Lall: Is the Government likely to plead that it
bas received no complaints 2 How is the institution of a suit affected by the
information sought in this question ?

Minister for Revenue : Supply of water depends upon the supply
of water in the river. The supply of water in the river is not conirollable
by Government.

Diwan Chaman Lall ; 1 am not asking as to the cause of the shortage
of water supply. I merely ask whether the Government is not satisfied
that there is at present any shortage of supply.

Minister : So far as my knowledge goes, I do not think there iz any
. shortage. '

ACREAGE RATE ON THE LAND SITUATED IN Pakrarran Tamsin,
*4077. Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Will the Honourable
Miuister of Revenue be pleased to slate—

(@) whether any land situated in the different parts of the Pakpattan.
tahsil was irrigated by canal water in 1925, which has now
been inundated by river ;

(b) whether Government proposes not o levy any acreage rate on
the land thus inundated ; if not, the reasons therefor ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) Spill
water from the river occasionally inundates small parts of cerisin villages
on the Bhatti, Ferozepore, Ali Shah, Hota and Tibbi distributaries of the-

Pakpatian Canal.

Page 132 anfe.
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(b) Watercourses have been constructed by Governmsnt on these areas
snd where they are being used for irrigation by eultivators acreage rate is
being charged as elsewhere. '

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : My question ig that if a tract of
land was submerged in water in 1985 and remained so for two years, does:
the Government charge acreage rate on it ? '

Mr. Speaker : It is a hypothetical question.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Why is acreage rate charged on crops which get.
water only once. ' .

Mr. Speaker: This does not arise out of the answer.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : May I make myself clear ? When
» tract of land was submerged in water in 1935 and has become the bed of
the river now, do you charge acreage rate onit ? . o

Parliamentary Secretary : Whore watercourses have been dug and.
are bemg used for irrigation purposes, the acreage rate is being charged.

CANAL WATER FOR THE GRANTEES OF THE NEW COLONY AND THE
ZAMINPARS OF THE OLD COLONY.

*4079. Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Will the Honourable-
Minister of Revenue be pleased to state whethar it is preposed to give mors
canal water to the grantees of the new colony than to the zamindars of the
old colony of the Pakpatian tahsil ; if so, the reasons therefor? '

Parljamentary Secretary (Rajo Ghazanfar Ali Khan): Before the-
Pakpattan Perennial Canal was constructed, the propristary arass referred:
%o bad no irrigation at &ll, but when the Pakpattan Canal was bailt the

- proprietary areas within irrigation limits were given the same supply of water
as (rown waste areag, and so these propristary areas are much better off
than they were before.

The supply of perenmial irrigation ﬁas besn provided at great capits;l.
expenditure on the Sutlej Valley Canals and the accumulated interest charge-

on saeh sapital expenditure is considerable,

.. Becanse Government utilized a portion of the water available to give
rigation to proprietary areas, the remaining water was insufficient for
adequate development of the Crown waste areas. S
Further expenditure is now being incurred on the construction of the-
Emerson Barrage and the Montgomery Pakpattan Link and by these means

sn additional supply will now be available for the Pakpattan Peronnial
Crown waste areas from the Ravi River.

_The interest on this additionsl expenditure can be realized only if the-
. additional waber iy given to the Crown waste areas, as duse to this additiensl
supply, the selling price of the Crown waste areas is expeocied to rise.

If the additional water is givem to propristary avess, Govermment wili
get no,thing for the further increase in value of such areas, and may. not he

able to reeover the interest charges on the Haveli Canals expenditure, .
Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotigna : 1 want information about non-

perennial canals, '
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Parliamentary Secretary : The required information has already
Yeen given. .

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hoetiana : I want information about the new
-eolony on Khaddar branch.

Parliamentary Secretary: That also has been supplied.

RuaMisgioN oF REVENUE EACH YEAR OWING TO STOPPAGK oF DEK INUNDA-
TION IN SIALKOT DISTRICT.

*4088. Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber; Will the Honourable
Minister of Rovenue be pleaged to state the amount of revenue the
lovernment has to remit each year owing to the stoppage of Dek
inupdation and thereby conversion of the Sailab ares into & Barani area in
the Sialkot digtrict in Narowal and Pasrur tahsils ?

Paﬂi_amentafy Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Al Khan): Rs. 14,855,
Chaudhri Jalal-ud-Din Amber : Does the Government realise that

it is & great loss to the Government revenuss and in view of that will the
Jovernment consider the advissbility of spending four times this smount
and asling the Railway department to remove the obstacle for making a
better arrangement and thereby effect a permanant improvement in the
revenues ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Government will be too glad to examine
sueh a proposal if my honourable friend will send it to me in writing.

Mian Abdul Rab: May I know whethor the Government is directly
responsible for this loss of revenue on account of the stoppage of water ?

 Parliamentary Secretary: No.
Mian Abdul Rab: Why not? Who is responsible ?

Fauing 18 HisgAR AND TEE HARIJANS OF SURROUNDING ARBA.

*4091. Chaundhri Faqir Chand : Will vhe Honourable Premier -
be pleased 1o state whesher it is a fact that das to famine the Harijand of
‘Hisgar district, of sahsil Jhajjar, district Rohtak, and of tahsil Kaichal,
distriet Karnal, are put 1o greas inconvenisnce ; if so, the action Governs
‘ment propose to take to save them from swarvation ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): Enquiries

made by the local officers show that the Harijans of these arons are put
to no inconvenience and reccive their full share of famine refief in every

form. _
Sardar Mula Singh : Will the Goveinment distribute grain among the
‘Harijans as a measure of relief ? '
My, Speaker : That is & request for action.
Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : May I know whether this is the question
-which was referred to by tho Honourable Minister 3 short while ago?

Parliamentary Secretary: No, it is not this.
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Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava ; Is that question coming up to-day ?
. Parliamentary Secretary: Iam not definite ; but if my honourable

friend would wait till the question hour is over he will know it.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know the exaet nature of the enquiry that
has been entrusied to the deputy eommissioners ?

Parliamentary Secretary: The question has been forwarded to '
the deputy commissioners for the purpose of making enquiries,

Lala Duni Chand: May I know whether they are asked to lot the
honourable Parliamentary Secretary know how many-people have died of
starvation ?

Parliamentary Secretary: They have not been asked to lot the
Parliamentary Secretory know.

Rai Bahadu¢ Mr. Mukand Lal Pari: Whom have thay bean asked
o let know ?

Parliamentary Secretary: To lot the Government know.

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Pari: What have they been asked to
let the Government know ?

Lala Duni Chand : Js the honourable Parlismentary Secretary
unable to know in what way the assistance of the depnty commissioners
has been asked for ? _ )

Parliamentary Secretary: They have bean asked to submit a
- report.

Lala Duni Chand : On what ? The question relates to the starvation
of the famine-stricken harijans. Was the help of the deputy commis-
Sioners sought in that connection ? Have they been asked to collect the
figares of those people who are starving or died of starvation ?

Minister for Revenue : Naturally when a question is put we have
to make enquiries through the deputy commissioners and the deputy com--
" missioners in this connection have been asked to make enquiries and submit
their roport to the Government for necessary action.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : When was that report ealled for 2

Parliamentary Secretary: As soon as the noties of the question
was received. o far as the Government is concerned, it has no sach informa-
tion. All the same it has referred the matter to the deputy commissioners
for making enquiries.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : What is the basis for the statement that
the Government has no information on‘the subject ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Government is positive that nobody
has. died of starvation and everything possible is being done to mitigate
the hardship caused. But as the Government received motice of Lhis
question, Government thought it necessary to send it on to the deputy com-
migsioners so that they may make themselves further sure.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Thefqﬁeﬁfiqn is whether those people
are pub to great inconvenionce. Am I to understand that those people
axe not suffering and are not put to great inconvenience ? o

o
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Parliomentary Secretary: Ins famine area everybody is put to
great inconvenience. We do not deny it At the same time Government
is trying to do its best to remove that inconvenience.  Still they hove
asked the deputy commissioners to make enquiries if there is any particular
diffieulty or handicap which these people have got and it so to report the
matter to the Government.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : May I know what is not in the know~
{edge of the Government ?

Perliamentary Secretary: It is not in the knowledge of the
Government that people have died of starvation or that the measures which
the Government have adopted are not enough to meet the situation.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Was this the question that so many

ple died of starvation ? Where was the necessity of saying that Govera-
ment haa gone into this ? Was the question in the brain of the Parliasmentary

Secretary ?

Parliamentary Secretary: May 1 oxplain? The question is
« the action, Grovernment proposes to take to gave them from starvation’.
Government are making enquiries. Because they know thet they have
already provided sufficient reliof, they want to know if with regard to
harijans there was any particular specific trouble which other people did not
have and about which the deputy comrmissioners think fhat Government
ghould do something.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Dol anderstand that the Governmen®
Lave no knowledge that the harijans have been put to great inconvenience
or the Government have 1o knowledge whether the deputy commigsioners
have done anything or not for theso people ? -

Parliamentary Secretary : Government have no knowledge that
‘harijans as such are pub to any inconvenience.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Are Harijans not human beings ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Harijans are sharing the sams incon-
-venience which other people are experiencing.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : When other people are starving in  this
area do harijans not starve?

Parliamentary Secretary : Nobody i8 starving.

Dz. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Is that the information of the Govern-
oment that nobody is sterving 9 Why then has that area been declared
as famine area ?

i s Where jamine has Jbeen declared the Government knows
that there must be some irouble and disabilities from which the people
must have suffered. That is why the area has boen declared ag famine

area, otherwise where was the necessity of so deelaring i6? Everybody
inclading the harijans is guffering from the effects of famine and they can
got relief along with others. .

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : But the reply is that they have no

Jmowledge of the fact. That is not correct.
My* Spesker: The next question,
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GRANT OF HQUARES OF LAND TO Nawap Sk MeHAR Span.

*4095. Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Will the Honoursble Premier
“be pleased to state the namber of squares of land, if any, graunted by the
Punjab Governmant to Nawab Sir Mehar Shah, M.L.A. (Central) ia the -
year 1988 and the conditions on and considerations for which these waere
~granted ? -

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: No land was
.granted to Nawab Sir Mehar Shah during the year 1988,
Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Was suy grant made before ?

Premier : The previous Government did give some squares of land
“t0 him when they were granted to many others,

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Wers any squares given in 1939 9
Premier: No grant has been made in 1939.
Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Is there any intention of granting any ?
Premier: There is no intention of malking any grant.
) S;rdar Sohan Singh Josh: For what purpose is it intended to be
-given
- Premier: Thers is no intention o’ giving any grant of land. =~
Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Is there any intention of giving any
Tand for temporary cultivation 9 -

Premier : Anybody can apply for the purpose. There is alwafs a
Jarge number of such applicants.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: The whole world is poor ‘but not he.

An honourable member: Is it an argument ors supplementary
- gquestion ? ' -

Premier : Please put your guestion and I will try to give a reply.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Is the Nawab Sahib & cultivator him-
-self that land is being given to him ?

Premier : I think he does not cultivate himself; he is, like my hopour-
able friend, & member of the Assembly—Central Assembly.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : No reply has been given to my question
‘whether there is any intention to give any land to him ?

Premier: I have alresdy said that Government has no inbention”
of giving any grant of land.

__Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Is there any intention of giving any
‘land on lease to him 9

Premier: My honourablo friend is perhaps not aware that the land

for which he has applied is lying uncultivated and any person can apply
for the lease of that land. '

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Has the Nawab Sahib made any applica-
“tion to the Government, for the grant of lease of the land 9

Premior: Many people besides the Nawab Sahib apply periodically
for temporary cultivhtion leasos, '

ng
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Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Has sny app'ication been made?

Premier: Nawab Sshib has made an application, for « lease like
geveral other people, '

Diwen Chaman Lall : May I ask whether it is or it is not a fact that
this land is going to be given to Nawab Sshib for any particular purpose,
may be a perfectly legitimate purpose ? Isit within my honourable friend’s
knowledge that this land is to be given to him ?

Premier: That is a different matter. o far no land bas been given
to Nawab Sahib either by way of grant or in shape of & lease.

Diwan Chamaan Lall : May I ask if my honourable iriend has con-
gidered this matter of giving this land to Nawab Sahib ?

Premijer: I have been giving it consideration for the last 12 months.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Has the Government come to a conclusion
regarding the giving of the lard to Nawab Sahib ; if so, for what reasons ?

Premier: Nawab Sshib applied for this particular ares of land which
is at present uncultivated for the purpose of producing improved seed.
The matter has been considered by various departments and is in the final
stage. I came to the conclusion that the offer was & good one because it
wonld bring under cultivation an srea which is not at present under cultiva.
tion. This land is thus to be given on lease, but the final decision has not
yet been taken.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana: Were the Government to divide
this land into small plots of & few squares and then give it to & number of
people for cultivation of good seeds and keep them under their own super-
vision, will it not be s better way of bringing this land under cultivation ?

Mr. Speaker : That is a hypothetical question.
Premier : My honourable friend bas probably some other area in

view.

Lala Duni Chand : Has the Government invited " applications for
grant of these squares on the terms on which the Government is proposing
to grant to Nawab Sahib?

Premier: My honourable friend has used the word squares. 1 have
already said that the land is unbroken. -

Lala Duni Chand : All right. Then, has the Government invited
any applications for the grant of this land in question on the terms on which
it is proposed to give to Nawab Sahib ?

Premier : Government could not invite applications, because there
are thousands of acres of banjar land lying unbroken all over the province
and enterprising people who think there are possibilities of development
of this land put in applications, My honourable friend might also if he
wo desires put in an application for land, if there is any in his district, bat
I can not promise that he will get it.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if Nawab Sahib is the only person
who can produce good seeds while sitting in the Assembly ?

Mr. Speaker: The question is disallowed. '
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. Lala Duni Chand : What are the particular qualifications or partionlar
-claims of Nawab Sahib for being given this land on the terms mentioned
by the Honourable Premier ?

Premier: I have mentioned no tenms. - As regards his eapacity
to produce good seed, I am afraid I am not in & position to satisfy the
curiodity of my honourable friend opposite.

Lala Duni Chand ; The question of giving land to this gentleman
has been under consideration of the Honourable Premier, doos he deny
that fact ?

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: May I know whether there are any
‘other conditions which & man has to fulfil besidas the capacity to produce
good seeds for getting land for temporary cultivation ?

Premier ;: BSeveral other conditions. :

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Are there any political conditions ?

Premier; No, they are mainly fiscal and economie.

Sardar Lal Singh: Is the Government now prepared to entertain
:apphications from others for the same purpose and i respect of the same land ?

Premier : 1 have already said that the land is unbroken.

Sardar Lal Singh: We know that. )

Premier: You do not know it.  Otherwise you would not have
put this gquestion.

Sardar Lal Singh: We know that and we know that Nawab Sahib
is going to bring it under cultivation, but we want to know whether applica-
tions from others will be entertained by the Governmené hereafter for the
same purpose and for the same land ? o

Premier: As s matter of fact land has been given for similar purposes
before and it is for that reason that we are considering Sir Mehr Shah's
application. . '

Sardar Lal Singh : Is the Government prepared or not prepared to
-entertain applications for that ?

Prémier : - For that land certainly not. My honourable friend cannot
take advantage of other people’s enterprise.

Sardar Lal Singh : Are we to understand that only one person can

-apply for that land ?
Premier : Yes, one can apply and for that matter ten could have
".also applied, had they thought of it before.

PAMINE CONDITIONS [N OBRTAIN VILLAGES IN LUDHIANA DISTRIOT.
“4096. Sarder Lal Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of Revenue

e pleased to state—

(6) whether he is aware of the fact that several villages in the exireme
west of and within the jurisdiotion of thana SBhaina in Lud-
hiana district such as Chaoke, Bhoondar, Jgthuke, and
Bhaini Chuhar situated in the desert area contiguous to
distriet Hissar and within 20 miles of Hissar town are suffering
from famine conditions as bad as those in Hissar ;
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[8. Lal Singhe]
(b) whether the Honourable Minister is aware that no Deputy Cone-
missioner bas visited the said area for the last several years;:
if 8o, the reasons for so neglecting this area ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that practically no relief has been given to-
thig area beyond a lircle tagavi loan about Rs. 10 per head
only in a village or two; if so, the reasons for this wide dis-
parity between relief given to people in the Hissar district
and to those in a part of the Imdhiana distriet where
conditions are equally bad ;

{d) whether and what further steps Government mtends to take-
Lo give relief to these vilages in the Ludhiana district ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Al Khan): (x) The
villages in question are reported not to be suffering from famine condi-
tions. -

(b) This ares was visited by the Depuaty Commissioner in October,
1988.

{¢) Conditions in this part of the Ludhiana district are far better than
in the Hissar district. Taeccavi loans amounting to Rs. 6,335 have however -
been given in this ilaga. :

(@) Does not arise.

Sardar Lal Singh : Who reporied that these villages are not suffering
from famine conditions as badly as those in Hissar ? May I know whose
report says that these villages are not suffering from famine like that of
Robtak ?

Parliamentary Secretary: It is not an unofficial report. It is a
report submitted by the officials.
Sardar Lal Singh: Which officials ?

Parliamentary Secretaxy: The Deputy Commissioner, the Com-
misgioner and the Financial Commissioner. All those officers were con-
verned in this matber.

Sardar Lal Singh : Which of these villages were visitéd by the Deputy
Commissioner ?

Parliamentary Secretary : I have not with me the list of the villages
visited.

Sardar Lal Singh : May I ask again that the Parliamentary Secre-
tary may please let me know which of these villages was visited by the
Deputy Commissioner ?

Parliamentary Secretary: If the honourable member will give me-
notice, I will give him the list. (Voices: The names are already there.)

Serdar Lal Singh : Am I to understand that the Deputy Commis.
sioner just touched the fringe of the ilaga and eame hack ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I donot know which parts of the district
were visited. (Hear, hear.) ‘

Chaudhri Mulaammad Hassan : Has he read part (5) of the ques--
tion ?
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Parliamentary Secretary : I have. ) _

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan ; 19 it not stated thero that no Deputy
Commissioner has visited the #laga for the last several years ?

Minister (The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Bingh Majithia): It ig ¢

wrong.

Sardar Partab Singh: Did the Honourable Minister for Revenue
enquire from the Deputy Commissioner ? (Interruplion.)

My. Speaker: I cannct allow two gentlomen to stand up and ask
questions at the sanie time.

Parliamentary Secretary: The answer to part (b) of the question
that I have already given is— : :

“ ) T;Jis area was visited by the Depaty Commissioner in October,
938,” '
What more does thehonourable member want ?

Chawdhri Muhammad Hassan: On what date did he visit this
area ? . '
Parliamentary Secretary: He visited the area in Ostober, 1938.

Chandhri Muhammad Hassan': On what date and which village
Minister : I think he had better ask at what hour of the day.
{(Laughter).

- Saxdar Lal Singh : Tsit or isit not a fact that the Honourable Minister
for Bducation, the Hovourable Minister for Development and the Honour-
able Premicr went to Ludhiana district in turn and promised relief to these-
agricalturiste 7 (Interruption.) 1 am talking of the promise of relief.
Each of the three Ministers went-in turn and said, “ We are zamindars”

Government and we will help you.” Did they keep their promises ?
Parliamentary Secretary: I may inform my honourable friend
that the relief includes the giving of taccavi loans.
Sardar Lal Singh: What relief besides taccavi loans was given ¥
Phers was no other relief at all.

Parliamentary Secretary: I ssid that taccavi loans was the only
rolief given,

Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan : What is the amount of the taccavi

loans ?

Parliamentary Secretary: [ have already stated the amount in
the answer to the question. : :

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is it o fact that Rs. 10 were granted -
to each zamindar of the village 2 :

Parliamentary Secretary: May be true.

Sardar Kapoor Singh : Is he aware of the fact that the persons of this -

- ilaga spent more than what they got as taccavi Joan ?

Minister : I have no information but my honourable friend may have

that information. ' : -

Sardar Kapoor Singh: Is the Honourable Minister of Revenue
not up-to-date with regard to the information on this point ?
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Minister : If my honourable friend would give any specific instance,
I will make enquiries,

Sardar Kapoor Singh: Thank you.

*  Sardar Lal Singh: How is this taccavi loan going to help the people
for the loss of iheir harvest altogethsr ¥ There was no harvest at all in these
villages. -

Minister : Suspension of revenue. (Inferruption.)

Sardar Lal Singh: Is the Patliamentary Secrotary aware of the
fact that these villages are only about fifteen miles away from Rohtak
eity ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I have no reason to disbelieve my
honourable friend. (After a litile pause) L do not think that they are at a
distance of filteen miles from Rohtak eity. -

Mr. Speaker : The next question. _ .

Sardar Lal Singh: It is an important guestion where life and
death of the farmers i3 concerned. Why is the Honourable Parliamentary
Becretary negligent about furnishing himself with full information about
the famine conditions in these villages ?

Mr. Speaker : Was he given notice to collect that information ?

Sardar Lal Singh : This is first part of the question. v

Mr. Speaker: Which part of the question ?

Sardar Lal Singh : Ii is part (a). I have asked :—

* (@) whether he 1s aware of the fact that several villages in the
extremo west of and within the jurisdiction of thana Shaina
in Ludbiana distriet such .as Chaoke, Bhoondar, Jethuke,
and Bhaini Chuhar situated in the desert area contiguous {o -
district Hissar and within 20 miles of Hissar town are suffering
from famine conditions as bad as those in Hissar.”

Mr. Speaker : The honourable member has already given that infor-
mation, ‘

Sardar Lal Singh : Does the Honourable Parliamentary Secretary
admit that this is g0 ?

Mr. Speaker : Has he not done #0 2

Sardar Lal Singh: No. .

Parliamentary Secretary: 1 have given a clear reply to the
question that these villages are reported noi to be suffering from famine
conditions.

Sardar Lal Singh: Lo bring home to the Parliamentary Secretary
the importance of the question, may I ask whether it is or it is nob a fact
that oune of these villages Chaoke is giving annual revenue Lo the tune of
Rs. 10,000 to the Government ?

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: May I know whether the word famine
oonditions is used in the technical sense or in the ordinary sense ?

Parliamsatary Sasratary: Ino the sams sense in which the honour-
able member is asking the question.
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Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: The Honourable Parliamentary Secre-
tary has given a roply that thexe are no [amine conditions in these villages.
I want to know whether the conditions of bad harvest and szarcity of water
not in the technical sense but in the ordinary senss of the dictionsry, do
prevail ip these villages or not.

" Parliamentary Secvetary: It is in the technical sense of the word.
My, Speaker : The next question. :

COLLECUTION OF LAND RBVENUER IN LUDHIANA DISTRIQT,

~ *4097. Sardar Lal Singh: Wil! the Honourable Minister of Reve-
nue be pleased to state—

{a) whether he is aware of the fact that land revenu2 for khanf is
being collect.d in full without any relief being given in ibe
form of remission or of deferred payment in Ludhiana
distriet

() whethor he is aware that owing to the promised relief not
fortheoming there is widespread agitation in the district ;

{¢) if the answer to the above be in the affirmative, the steps proposed
to be taken to put an end to this agitation ?

Parliomentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) Yes.

(b) No relief was promised and there is practically no agitation of which
Government conld be aware of.

(¢) Does not arise.

Sardar Kapoor Singh: Is it or is it not a fact that the Deputy
Commissioner of Ludhiana recommonded remission for Samvala tahsil
but that proposal of his was upset by the Government ?

' Parliamentary Secretary: My honourable friend seems to kmow
more than I do. '

Sardar Kapoor Singh: I would like to kmow from the Honourable
Minister whether it is a fact or mot that the case of Samrala tabsil was
recommended by the Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana, but his propossl of
remission was upset by the Government ?

Parliamentary Secretary: When I give a reply it is on behalf of
the Government.

Sardar Kapoor Singh: I want to know whether it is a fact or not.

Minister (The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia): My
‘honourable friend has perhaps more information than myself.

Sardar Kapoor Singh: I would like to know from that Honourable
Jat Sikh Minister whether it is a fact or pot. (Laughfer.)

Minister: May I ask my friend from where he got the informa®

tion ?
Sardar Kapoor Singh : Is it true or not that this proposal of remission
was upset by the Government ? :

Minister : Was the proposal of remission upset ?

Sardar Kapoor Singh: Yes, proposal about remission or suspension
was rejected. :
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
STATEMENT RE ¢ ¢BRTAIN COLLEGES.

681, Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of’
Eduestion be pleased to place on the table of the House & list, statement;
and particulars regarding G. N. Khalsa College, Gujranwala, Khalsa Inter-
mediate College, Lyallpur, D. M. College, Moga, and D. A-V. College, Hoshi--
arpur for the last three financial years of each institution, separately, as on:

1985, 1936 and 1937 and state—

(a) the approximate number of students in the ninth, tenth, first,.
and second yesr clagses in the years 1933, 1986 and 1987,
respeetively ;

(b} the approximate income of fes in each financial year as abovae;

(¢) the approximate figure of salary paid to the staff called as recur--
ring expenses in each year as above ;

(d) the approximate particulars of investment of Endowment Fand -
on mortgage fixed deposit in banks, investment in Government
papers of otherwise with rate of interest received and approxi-
mate income from each mode of mvestment for every financial
year as above ;

(¢) the approximate amount of recurring grant or donation received
in each year, separately, from municipal committees, district.
boards, local governments or any Indian state ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : I regret I am unable to supply
the information desired by the honourable member as the collection thereof”
would impose an unnecessary strain on the University office which will be
entirely incommensurate with any advantage which may accrue therefrom.

STATEMENT REGARDING OERTAIN COLLEGES,

682. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to place on the table of the House a list, statement
and particulars regarding D. A.-V. College, Lahore, Islamia College, Liahore,.
Qanatan Dharm College, Lahore, D. A.-V. College, Jullundur, Ram Sukh
College, Ferozepore, V. B. College, Dera Ismail Khan, Hindu College, Am-
ritear, and D. A.-V. College, Rawalpindi for the lagt five financial years of’
each instituiion, separately and state—

(a) the approximate number of students in each class for the above:
period ; :

{b) the approximate income of tes in each financial year as above ;

(c) the approximate figure of salary paid to the staff called as recur-
ring expenses in each year as above ;

{d) the approximate particulars of investment of Endowment Fund
on mortgage fixed deposit in banky, investment in Government-
papers or otherwise with rate of interest received and approxis
mate income from each mode of investmens for every financiak
year as above ;
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{¢) the approximate amount of recurring grant or donation received
in each year, separately, as above from any municipsl
committes, district board, local government or any Indian-
state ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: I regret I am unable tO
sapply the information desired by the honourable member as the eolleetion
thereof would impose an unnecessary strain on the University office which
:gll ‘be entirely incommensurate with any advsntage which msy acorue-

srefrom.

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS.

Chaudhri Jugal Kishore (Urdu): Ona poini of privilege. I want to-
have my own seat. I wonder why it has been changed from this side of the-
House to that.

My, Speaker : Where wag the honourable member’s seat before ?

Chaudhri Jugal Kishore (Urdu): I speak from my own seat, Sir.

My. Speaker : I received an application from Sardar Sabib Sarder
Santokh Singh stating that there were 58 members, who wanted to sit
together. The honourable member is now sitting with the Opposition party
where he wished to sit. The internal distribution of seats is left to the-
leaders of parties. ' .

" Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: I would submit the point that he was:
in the Opposition and he had written to the Becretary that he be given a
seat accordingly. Sardar Santokh Singh had included his name in the list
but he hag not been given a seat on this side : he has been allotted a seat
on the other side. '

My, Speaker : Ii there is any mistake it can be corrected.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : He wants that he be allotted a seat on:
this side. '

Mr. Speaker : He is already sitting in this side.

Diwan Chaman Lall: May I make a request that in future when
matters of this deseription arise you will be pleased to take the opinion of”
the Leader of the Opposition before any changes of this nature are effocted,
As it happens, the information may not be correct and in order to verify
the information you might consult the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Speaker : I had a talk with the Leader of the Opposition. ~ The
opinion he gave and the suggestions he made were accopted. But if there-
is any mistake that will be corrected. .

(4t this stage Mr. Speaker laft the Chatr and i was ocoupied by Mr. Deputy
Speaker.) .

BUREGET -GENERAL DISCUSBION.

Chaudhyi Mubammad Hassan (Ludhiana, Mubammadan, Rural)
(Urdw) : Sir,. I was submitting yesterday ihat the most striking feature-
of the present budget is this that efforts have been
madse thersin to win encomium from the simple and.
eredulous publie. But no attempt has been made in it to find out ways-

3P M
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and means by which efiiciency of the public servants can satisfactorily be
achieved. Nor has any light been thrown on the standard of efficiency that
was maintained by the Government servants during the last year. There
i6 8 well-known Persian saying which runs as follows :—

-I)l'i]" J)‘ d’_“} & u.ﬁ" Jrﬁ-_‘ J,,:L éiﬁ

But the Honourable Minister for Finance has, by singing his own praises’
not acted in accordance with this saying. After every second or third page
of his speech he has lapsed into self-praise or to eulogise the zervices of his
own subordinates. By couching his speech in an excellent language he
has atterpted to give an impression to the public as if some heroie efforts are
being made by the Government in certain directions. I would like to assure
the House that his speech wag full of half-trmths if it were not entirely based
upon false and incorrect statements. However he has paid greater atten-
tion to the cause of those higher officers who are at present drawing inordi-
nately fat salaries. Here I am reminded of another Punjabi saying which igs—

-*ﬁaujjul?.-‘ "f}d}d \'th‘-j’-’-) (—5.’, F Y]

In this connection I would like to give an instance of the Secretary
and the Deputy Secretary of the Punjab Legislative Assembly. They
respectively draw at present Rs. 1,500 "and Bs. 1,000 as their monthly
salaries. I am sure the Government cannot justify such big salaries to these
officers. I think the Government might be under the impression that by
receiving comparatively less pay they would not be able to give feasts and
partieg in honour of the Ministers. But it is & matter of regret that no
attention has been paid to the case of those poor assistants and clerks of
the Assembly officé who sometimes even work till late in the night without
getting any compensatory allowance for doing this overwork. It appears
that the Honourable Minister for Finance is suffering from short-sightedness
and can therefore see only those who always remain in touch with him.
But as these assistants and clerks always remain in the background their
work i8 never appraciated by the Honourable Minister. And so at the
time of the distribution of loaves and fishes they are left behind. It is a
matter of regret that the Honourable Finance Minister is deaf and dumb
80 far as the grievances and sufferings of the low paid staff are concerned.
He is neither prepared to hear their grievances nor anxious to improve their
Jot. The intention of the Government seems to enrich only those who are
already leading a luxurious life.

Now I come to the standard of efficiency that is being maintained by
owr top-heavy administration. On the 9th February 1939 the Bar Associa-
tion of Ludhiana unanimously passed a resolution to the effect thal an
address should be presented to Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru on his arrival at
Ludhisna for presiding over the States’ SBubjects Conference. But on the
14th it so happened that a letter from the High Conrt of Judicature was
eommunicated to the President of the Bar. [ have reasons to believe that
this letter was sent by the High Court on the basis of information given by
the Punjab Government in consultation with the self-interested local officers.
Qur President—Mr. Ghulam Rasul—read out that letter to the Association
.in, which it was ordered that we were free to use the Bar Room for other
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purposes but not for presenting a political address to Panditji. On this
it was decided that the President should approach the District Judge and
personally talk to bim about the issue. Accordingly he interviewed the
District Judge and showed him a copy of the address intended to be pre-
sented to the Paaditji. It is straags that our learned Minister for
Finanes has never undeérstood the significance of the words * Political
Prisoners ** and * Political cases,” but a responsible officer under him afier
casting & eursory glance over the address declared it to be a political one
ingpite of the request by the president that & copy of it should be forwarded.
to the higher authorities who would decide the matter. It seems to have
been understood by the execative suthorities that if an order were issued
by the High Court, the District and Sessions Judge was there to help them.

. My honouzable friend over there is glad that his hopes came out to be true.
May be they will now remove this Sessions Judge to the executive side for
his extraordinary services in this respect.

Minister for Finance : Irise on a point of order, 1 think the reference
t0 this incident has ow gone far enough for me to invite your attention
to section 86 of the Governement of India Act. The honourable member has
proceeded to refiect on the orders of the High Court. Ho has said that an
order was secured from the Judges of the High Court by the Exeeutive Govern-
ment. All these are matters which, I trust, the hononrable member will
pursue no farther and you will not permit him to do so.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : There is no aspersion on the Judges
of the HigiwCourt. Tt is simply the Fxecutive Officers who gave the wrong
information.

Minister for Finance: There can be nothing more objectionable
than what the honourable member said that the Judges of the High Court
issued this order at the instance or prompting of the Executive
Government. It is a very unfortunate way of discussing the conduct
of Honourable Judges.

Chaudhyi Mubammad Hassan : In view of the emphasis that has been
Iaid by the Honourable Finance Minister, I do not understand when he says
that it is on aspersion on the Judges of the High Court from the honourable
members on this side. It is far from that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The District Judge issued an order following
the instructions received from the High Court. Therefors, so far as that order
i8 concerned it cannot be criticised by the honourable member.

Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan : I am not at all eriticising that order.
1 ntust assure you that it is far from the intention of any honourable member
on this side of the House to criticise eithex the conduct or the order of the
honourable Judges of the High Court. What I am concerned with at presont
is that a wrong information was supplied to the High Court. I do not mean
that the District Judge or the Deputy Commissioner or the Superintendent
of Police obtained that order under pressure. That is not my intention.
What I mean to say is that a wrong information was furnished to the High
Court by the local suthorities in order to further their own ends. T do not
sey at all that the order of the High Court was in sany way wrong or ob-
jectionable. - Far from it. My pomt is that the Deputy Commissioner, -
the Superintendent of Police and the Bessions Judge were in league with each
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other and they three combined to supply wrong informaiion to the High
~Court to obtain orders thereon. Probably the Sessions Judge wants to please
the Government in order to be posted to some better post. Why has all
this happened ? That is what I want to explain as T attempted yesterday
‘to do. The root cause of the whole trouble is that the Judiciary and the
-executive are not separate from each other. The officers confuse their
-executive powers with their judicisl powers. These two powers should not
‘be vested in one and the same person. The Government should separate
the executive from the judiciary. In the case under diseussion the executivo
supplied wrong information to the High Court. In fact no orders were dis-
-obeyed on the 14th. There was some disturbance in the meeting at the
instigation of the executive officers. The address proposed to be presented
to the Panditji did not differ much from the one that was presented to him
eatlier at Lahore when Panditji had come here in connection with the case
-of Dr. Muhammad Alam. Ttis strange that while no ohjéction was taken
to that address, the local authorities of Ludhiana objected to this later ad- -
dress. In fact Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru did not wish to receive any
-address and he had publicly declared his intentions in this respect. How-
aver, | am confident that if true facts of the case had been supplied to the
High Court, such orders could not have been obtained by the executive
authorities of Ludhiana. Panditji had declared while he wag taking tes
with the President of the Bar Association that he would not recsive any
address. Again, on the 15th, he refused to take any lunch or address from
the Bar Association. In spite of all this the door of the Bar room was locked.
Surely some one must be held responsible for this act. The Deputy Com-
migsioner and the Sessions Judge are to blame for that. What adds insult
to injury is the fact that the respectable rcitizens were ecalled badmashes
and as such they were ordered to be removed from the place. But I may
inform this House that some of those persons who were called badmashes
had in reality better personal status than their accusers. When the officer
was told by the persons present that he had used the objectionable words,
he denied the allegation straight away. But later on when about fifty
respectable persons definitely told him that he had used these highly ob-
jectionable words, he said that if he had used these words, he was propared
to withdraw them. I wonder how Government can retain such officers
who are capable of telling lies in the presence of thousands of people. 1
for one would not support the department which has such officers in it.

Another instan®d of the mishehaviour of a police’ officer is that his
wife demanded a dozen hoxes of hair cream but the poor head constable
provided milk cream boxes instead. - Being dissatisfied with the poor head
-constable the Superintendent transferred him to some place aceusing him
-of inefficiency.

The third submission that I would like to make is that the honourable
members over there give evasive replies to our quostions. The other day
my honourable friend, the Parliamentary Secrctary, Raja Sahib, in roply
‘10 & question put by me as to how much damage was done to crops and where
in a particular tahsil, stated that the collection of this information would
dnvolve an amount of labour and time that would be incommensurate with
‘the results. This was a very eagy job and the requisite information could
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have been obtained from local jamabandis. Bub the head of the Revenue
.Department who is getting three thousand rupees 2 month and the Parlia-
mentary Becretary who is probably getting six or seven hundred rapees a
‘month could not furnish this small information. This is how they work.
In fact they are not serious ahout the welfare of the zamindars. They are
running the old bureauwcratic form of government,  Of course they are
not Englishmen and cannot pose to be so, but the administration of the
-country has undergone no change at all by their coming into power, They
roply to questions in a round about manner attempting always to keep things
‘in the darl. They proclaim from house tops that they are the real well-
wishers, nay servants, of the zamindars. I am sorry that the Honourable
‘Bir Chhotu Ram is not here now., He has been to my district several times
and made speeches i large gatherings of the zamindars wherein he em-
‘phatically stressed the point that the Unionists are their servants and are out
to do everything in their power to ameliorate the miserable plight of the
‘zamindars. . It has been said that the Government have issued a circular
letter to the effect that if five respectable persons come forward with a com-
plaint of corruption, that must be inquired into. But what ig the standard
-of respectability ? I think the idea is that the complainants shouid be ag
much respectable as Chaudhbri 8ir Chhotu Ram himself is. It has also been
-s6id that an anti-corruption department has been established under the
«charge of a superintendent of police in order to combat the evil of corruption,
But I ask, what is the use of creating this now department when there ig
already a Criminal Investigation Department in existence to deal with the
crime ? Tt appears that this new department is being created for certain
persons in order to keep the party well intact. The Honourable the Finance
Minister has stated in his budget spsech that the deficit is due to famine
-eonditions prevailing in different parts of the province and to the vagaries
-of nature. Where thepe is a corrupt ruler the subjects find no peace. Here
I am reminded of a Raja who went to a garden and asked the gardener for
-some juice of pomegranates. Juice of a single pomegranate filled up the
¢up. Theroupon the Raja proposed a tax to be levied upon him. Similarly
this Government is bringing forward the Punjab Motor Spirit and Lubri-
-eants Taxation Bill for it knows fully well that this Bill will affect the
-zamindars. But it has never occurred to our Grovernment that most of the
-chaprasis, constables and patwaris are zamindars and are drawing paltry
sums with which they cannot even keep their soul and body together. It
‘hag been said that a Punjabee is a robust fellow, If that is s0, he must re-
-quire more to eat. In this province of five rivers one person gets 14 rupees
4 month and ancther person gets three thonsand rupees a month. What a
‘huge difference ! (An honourable member : 'What about your allowances 9)

' My, Deputy Speaker : The honourable member has already had about
-4 minutes. ‘
Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is any time fixed ?

My. Deputy Speaker : No time iz fixed but all the same I would draw
_your attention to the fact.

Chaudhyi Mubammad Hassan : I hope, 8ir, you will allow me to go
21} 1
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Mr. Deputy Speaker : The honourable member may muke bis speech
brief by not giving illustrations. :

Chavdkri Mubammad Hassan: Well Sir, an honourable member
has asked a question whether or not we are prepared to reduce our aliow-
ences ? Let me take this opportunity to say on behalf of my party that
we are prepared for reduction to any extent provided my honourable friends
over there are prepared to agree to a reduction in their salaries and allow-
ances. (4n Honourable Member :  We are all ready for that.)

There is one other drawback in the budget to which T wouid like to invite
- the attention of the House. No mention has been made as to how corrup-
tion is proposed to be effectively dealt with. The sole ides pervading the
whole budget is as to how those persons can be benefited who are already
drawing fat salaries. A Retrenchment Committee was appointed some
time back and I am told by Pir Akbar Ali and Rai Bahadur Binda Saran,
the members of the committes, that the chairman has fiot had sufficient
leisure to preside over its meetings and guide its deliberations. When this
committes finishes its work I am sure, most of its recommendsations will
go against petty officials such as patwarts and constables, They will have
to bear the whole brunt of retrenchment and the high officers who do little
and talk more while sitting at their tables would get off scot-free, A little
while ago when I was discussing a matter relating to the Bar Association at
Ludhiana the Honourable the Finance Minister raised a point of order to
the effect that the conduct of judges could not be discussed. I may tell
him that I am a praetising lawyer of seventeen Years’ standing and 1 know
perfectly well that the conduet of & judge of the High Court cannot be made a
subject of criticism. Whatever has been said is said against the executive
officers. We have never said a word against the Honourable J udges of the
High Court. It has been said that a superintendent, of police and five sub-
ingpectors with so many head constables bave been appointed to combat
the evil of corruption. But nothing has been said as to how this evil can be
successfully dealt with by them.

(4t this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the chair,)

It is wrong to say that corruption is confined to the lower ranks. No,
Bir, there is much more corruption in the upper ranks, The blame for ve-
ceiving bribes is borne by the patwaries and constables while in actual prac.
tice the greater portion of the loot always goes to the higher officers. Thus,
if the Government is really anxious to eradicate torruption it should direct
its attention towards the upper ranks. I do not object to money being
provided for the police but I must say that proper and effective steps should
be taken to do away with corruption in tle department. Inspectors and
sub-inspectors are in the hollow of thé hand of a superintendent and eon-
sequently they do not care even for a minister as much as for a superinten-
dent. I remind my honourable friend, Captain Muzaffar Khan, of the case
of Samman, oot Counstable, who has been made to retire compalzorily
becaure he misunderstocd the Deputy Superintendent. He had the cheek
not to be able to lead the Deputy Superintendent of Police who was going
to a tea purty. Perhaps he was deceived by the dress which that officer
was putting on at that time and took him for some one belonging to the
Sewa Samiti. It was when the latter threatened to susperd him that the
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unfortunate man realized to his grief that he was facing one of his gods. He
@t once tendersd an unqualified and abject apology but was not forgiven
and the result was that after a service of 24 years and 7 months he was made
‘to gubmit an application to the effect that he no longer found himsolf fit
for service and therofore humbly requested to be allowed o retire. - When
this case was brought to my notice I spoke about it to some honoufable mera-
bers including the gallaat Captain himself. They agreed with me that it
wag rank injustice, but nothing was dons inspite of some promisea, The
poor fellow would have retired on & pension of Rs. 11 per. mensem but
00w he has to be contented with Rs. 8 a maonth. I had to tell bim to go to
my friend, Captain Muzaffar Khan. But it appears that he has been as
-‘ansympathetic ag the Government and its officers are in such cases,.

Mr. Speaker : The honourable member has already spoken for 5
minutes, Many other members wish to speak. 8o, I request him to
finish his speech soon if he can. :

Chaudhri Mubaomad Hassan : Very well, Sir, although there are
still many questions which I want to tonch. Our Ministers are so anxions
about their own salaries and those of their servants that even their own party
is feeling very strongly on the question. ,

. Then comes the Department of Industries. The Honourable Chaudhri
Sir Chhotu Ram is a very able Minister and he has & very capable assigtang
in the person of my honourable friend, Chaudbri Tikka Ram. But may
I ask whether these two zamindars have done anything to help industries
in rural areas? The same is the case with the Department of Agriculture.
Whenever a Minister goes on tour he is shown round 8 or 4 specially selected
villages and he grants them a certificate for efficiency.

- Mr. Speaker : I would request the honourable member to discuss
the budget as & whole or any question of principle involved therein.

- Chaudbri Mubammad Hassan : I am discussing the principles. I
‘mentiored the pame only by the way. If you like, I will not mertion it.

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan: I request you to exercise your moral
mfluence to make the honourable member wind up his speech.

Chaudhri Mubhammad Hassan : This side of the House knows and
feels your moral pressure unlike the other side of the House.

Then there is tho Department of Rural Reconstraction. Once when
the Commissioner of Rural Reconstruction paid & visit to my district [
drew his attention to the futility of impressing on the people the desirability
of having big sky lights and ventilators when they had no food to keep body
and soul together and mo clothes to cover thair frail bodies from inclemencies
. of weather, Although Mr. Brayneis an Englishman he has eaten the salt of
India. He has, therefore, made no secret of the fact that no real work ig being
done in the field of rural reconstraction. Inspite of all that, our Finance
- Minister insists that & Rural Reconstruction Commissioner with a large staff
must be maintained at the expense of the province. It is a patent fact that
the staff of the Reconstruction Department is busy doing nothing for practi-
cally the whole of their time and they are perfectly enjoying their sinecures.
But the Government scems to be oblivious of all these circumstances, The

. P
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betl faga is not good for motor traffie ; so the Honourable Minister for Revenue-
or other officers under him like the revenue assistant or the collector seldom
_pay a visit to that ¢lage in order to zee things for themselves.

Ministey for Revenue (The Honourable Dr. 8ir Sundar 8ingh Majithia):
I was politically ill. (Laughter.)
Chaundhri Muhammad Hassan: To sum up I shall say that the budget
now presented to us is absolutely defective. It was necessary to help or
- to lessen the burden of the poor Government servants like patwaris, foot
conttables and poor clerks. The Governmeni seems to be busy in helping:
its own henchmen to butter their breads on both sides as goes the Punjabi
proverb—
R L e Y A
Mrs. ), A. Shah Nawaz (Parliamentary Secretary): Mr. Speaker,.
Ward once asked, * show me a statesman who can rise up to an emergency
and eave in it head.” 1f he had asked the same guestion to-day, we would
have said, * hers is ons who has risen up to an emergency and caved.in its.
head. ™
At thig time I am thinkiag of the two or three weeks that were spent
before the budget was going to be presented. At almost all the dinner
parties and aiternoon _J'Jarties, every other person that one came across was
asking the question, * how nrmeh deficit is there going to be in this year’s
budget ? Is it going to be one crore or fifty lakhs or forty lakhs ™ ? Many
persong belonging specially to the beneficent departments were trembling
in their shoes thinking of the large cuts that they may have to face inseveral
offices. Already thoy were so very hard up for money and they did not
know how 1o meet any new cuts in expenditure. On the 37th February
we came to this chamber and we listened to the fine and lmcid exposition
of the Finance Minister and then when we went home and went through
the pages of this year’s budget I for one was saying to myself “ Thank God,
the finances of our province are in the hands of a great economist like the-
Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal.”

Diwan Chaman Lall : Thenk the Prime Minister, not God.

Mrs. J. A, Shah Nawaz : I am glad that one of my colleagues on the-
opposite benches, Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt, has at least once in
two years proved himself to be a member of & responsible Opposition (hear,
hear) and has been kind enough to congratulate this Government and es-
pecially the Honourable Finance Minister about several things that have
been included in this budget. But later on when bp started comparing onr
province with some of the Congress provinees, one began to think whether
he was acting &g a responsible member of a responsible Opposition. He
started quoting figures telling us that provinces like Bombay and the United
Provinces were spending far more on departments like Education and Public
Health and whereas we were claiming that such large sums had been given
to the beneficent departments in reality we are not spending as much as
had been budgeted by some of the Congress provinces. I wish my honour-
able friend had slso given the total figures of their income and compared
them with the total figures of our income. Take for instance the case of
Bombay. Bombay’s total income is 12,65 lakhs whereas the total figare
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of our province is only 11,67 lakhs. The total income of the United Pro-
vinces happens to be 18,31 lakhs. T am not going into the percentages as
compared to the incoms spent in different provinces, hecanse yestorday one
of my colleagues from this side gave the percentages snd compared them
with the total income of each provinee. But Iwould like to point out to my
honourable friend, as was already pointed out by Sardar Jagjit Singh Man,
that Punjab iz the one province in the whole of India which is spending so
high an amount as 844 lakhs on beneficent departments. (Hear, hear.)
My honourable friend, Mian Nurullah, in his speech yesterday criticised the
budget on several points. I will in the firsé place say to him “it is all very
well to say that it it a bad dua of the poor people that we are faced with a
famine of such a vast magnitude in four districts.” Perhaps he has forgotien
what Plutarch said, that “ extremes of {ortune are true wisdom’s test and he
18 of men most wise who bears them hest.” Several villages in the United
Frovinces have been submerged. May I ask him whose bad dua it is, es-
pecially when they are getting the blessings of the great Mahatma? The
other day he told us when he was cecupying one of these benches that he has
passed one of the highest examinations in finance. While listening to his
speech 1 was saying to myself that we shall now be able to learn from his
remarks some of the things that a great economist could do and which are
lacking in our budget. The points that he placed before us yesterday one
after the other were such that they were most surprising indeed commg as
they did from a legislator of long standing like Mian Nurnllah. He said,
* take this budget ; here iz an expenditure of 11,96 lakhs; let us cut is
down by one crore and have only a budget of 11 crores on the expenditure
gide.””  May I asl him to show us one Congress province where such a thing
has been done ? He knows that it is not possible for any Government to
scrateh out with one stroke of the pen ono crore of expenditure just to say
*“ here ig a reduction of one crore of rupees.”” No Government can possibly
afford to do that. What the Punjab Government is doing is this. A com-
mittee is gitting and its report, T understand, will soon be, or already is,
in the hands of the Government.—The Regorurces and Retrenckment Com-
miftee. That committee will tell us where to tap new sources of revenue
and where to eut down expenditure. The Pynjab Government has already
reduced over 81 lakhg of rupees of expenditure and that without imposing
new taxation except a paltry sum of six lakhs. Unfortunately this year
it happens to be a deficit budget, but as you all know this is not the fault of
the Punjab Government. We are faced with a famine of & vast magnitude
and after giving 50 lakhs in remission in the first year and nearly & crore
of rupees subsequently in various forms as relief to these four districts of
the famine stricken area, we have still managed to add 24 lakhs of rupees to
the minus balanece of 42 lakhs which we mherited when the provineial anto-
nomy was introduced.

Now, let me come to the beneficent departments. Seventeen lakhs
of new expenditure has been added this year. Imstead of any reduetion
which every one was expecting, & larger sum of money than last year has
been budgeted for these departments. Take the case of education. Threo
new middle schools for girls and 156 primary schools ave to be opened. Apart
from that, Re. 75,000 more have boen given to the district boards for ver-
nacular education and Re. 25,000 have bean set apart for starting & campaign
for the Liquidation of illiteracy in the province.

n2
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© Coming to what one should call the reform of the educational system,
7o one in this hall has said a word about the Syllabus Comwmittes’s Report.
et me remind them that thiz happens to be a report just as important as
the Wardha Scheme or the Vidya Mindir Schem2. Woe see columns-full of
dewspapers about these two schemss, but as far as the Punjab Government's
‘efforts are concerned no one has written even one word about our Syllabus
Committes's Report. I hope the Press will make a note of what I am
‘saying just now. 1 wish we had a Hindustan Times or a Tribune behind us.
Then, the people would have been told something about the schems that
has been chalked out by the Punjab Government. If an expert were to
take up the report of hat commitiee and compare it with the Wardha or
the Vidya Mandir Schemes he would know what an improvemsnt it is on
hoth these schemes, But, unfortunately, as I said the millions of the mill-
-owners are not at our back to get us the necessary support.

Diwan Chaman Lall ; Whose millions are ai your back ?
Mrs. ]. A, Shah Nawaz : Not of the mill-owners any way.
Diwan Chaman Lall : But of the big land-owners,

Mrs. ). A. Shah Nawaz: Some of the big samindars of this province
otly and not of the millions of the whele of India. :

Diwan Chaman Lall : Are you not a member of the Muslim League ?
Mrs. ). A, Shah Nawaz: Certainly, I am.

™ Diwan Chaman Lall : Then, how does the honourabls member dis-
gociate herself from the all-India position that the League professes to en.
Joy ?

X Mpys. }. A. Shah Nawazr : Now take the case of medicine. Two women
gub-assistant surgeons are added and seven new sub-assistant surgeons are
included and a number of district hospitals are to be provinciglised. Then
lot us take up public health. The new expenditure that hag been included
in the budget is the following : three lakhs have been given for a drainage
scheme for Lahore; 25,000 has been given to the Lahore Improvement
Trost and apart from that five new sanitary schemes have been sanctioned,
two for urban and three for rural areas. Rs. 1T lakhs has been set apark
for providing water supply, out of which Es. 10,000 has been ear-marked
for wells for the scheduled castes. A new storey purehase department is to
be opened. In agriculture also there are additions on every side and the
game is the ease with veterinary. Out of the Special Development Fund
a certain sum of money is to be gpent on & new school for women for rural
reconstruction training. Most of the honourable members are not aware
of it. But I am glad that the Honourable Minister for Development is in
bis seat as I would very much hke to take this opportunity to congratulate
him on the wise step that has been taken under his guidance. This school
was opened lagt year in October with the idea of training 29 women every
year who conld go and take charge of the work of rural reconstruction in
different. tahsils wherever under the new Special Pevelopment Fund rural
reconstruction work was to be started. How are they going to train these
-women workers ? I wish I had a copy of the syllabus here, rather I wish
I had hundred copies of that sylalbus so that each of my colleagues could
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have a eopy of it. There is going to be a nine months traming that will be
given to thesa women. And where have these women been recruited from ?
EBach one of the deputy commissioners of the districts was written to.and .
 was asked to supply & svitable candidate from the distriet for the purpose
and if possible from the tahsil itself where the work is {o be started.  Thess
women after they got the necessary training in this school will go and take
chatge of the work amongst the women of that area. Now, 8ir, we all know
that as far as the question of rurgl reconstruction is eoncerned, if this work
ig not started amongst women, it is no use our trying to take up rural uplift
work. As long as the wives and mothers do not know how to uiilise the hard
earned mopey of the poor cultivator and the women in rural areas cannot
be of any help in either supplementing the small incomes of the cultivators
or in geeing to the different needs of the home, it is not possible to achieve
any success. These trained women will go to their respective places and will
open. schools in their own tahsils. On an average each tahsil has 255 vil-
lages and the idea is that these women who will be trained here in this central
school will ge and open a school in every tahsil and will ultimately help to
train a sufficient number of women so that one woman could be placed in
eharge of 10 villages for rural uplift work. Itwill be the duty of these workers
to teach women how to supplement their small incomes, how to utilise the
little piece of land which they have and how to render first aid in minor
ailments of ehildren as well as of cattle and at the same time learn to sew
ordinary clothes. We find that in villages, and I am sure you all are aware
of it, although women can spin well they cannot do the ordinary sewing of
kurtas, etc. The women who are studying dietetics as a science will be abla
to teach women in rural areas what sort of food is required in the homes
for the inmates of the home from a tiny baby to the oldest member of the
family. It is the housewife who has to provide food ; they will not be taught.
to prepare grand feasts which the poor cultivator cannot afford, but only
whether sag should be given as a bhajt with roti or an addition of a few turnips
would he better for the health of the persons belonging to the family, Once
again I congratulate the Honourable Minister for Development for taking
the initiative in starting a school of this type. When Rs. 20 was to he given
as the living wage to a man for earrying on the work of rural uplift in the
United Provinees the press made so much of it, but nothing has been said
about the rural reconstruetion school that has been started by the Punjab
Government, The Punjab to-day stands first as far as the organisation of
uplift work amongst the women is concerned and it is our province that has
taken a lead in starting a school for providing training in rural reconstrue-
tion and for preparing women who will be able to train others to take charge
of the women workers in rural aress, For, remember that although man
makes the state, woman makes the man. (Hear, hear).

Now, lef us come to some of the other things that the Punjab Govern-
ment has so wisely included in this budget and let me onee again say that.
it is an economist like our Finance Minister who could have taken up this
wize policy. In 1985 when I had the honour of being present in the Inter-:
national Labour Conference, reviewing the position of the economic crisis
throughout the world, the Director of the International Labour Conference
pointed out that as far as the monetary policy of the different countries of
the world was concerned, Japan: perhaps scoted the highest in tackling
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successfully the depression at that time. And what had Japan done ?

Japan had reduced unemployment by borrowing meney internally at cheap

rates when it was to be had so cheap in the market and bringing about &

. cireulation of money through internal borrowing and then spending on large
public relief works in the country. They had managed to reduce unemploy-

ment while at the ssme time the money that was lying idle had been utilized

for public purposes.

8peaking at the Punjab Literary League Dinner given in honour of the
Honourable Finsnce Minister when I had the honour of welcoming Mr.
Manohar Lal, I said that I had every hope that now that
the reins of the government were in the hands of & greab
economist Like Mr. Manohar Lal, he would take into consideration some of
the monetary policies that wero being followed so successfully in some of
the foreign countries. I am glad to say that my prophesy has been ful-
filled. In spite of all that internal horrowing and although Japan is engaged
in 8 war to-day, the national debt of Japan is 170 yen, ¢.e., £10 per head ag
against that of Great Britain which has a national debt of £170 per head.
Mr. Manohar Lal has not only followed. the policy which has been successful
in somse of the foreign countries but instead of borrowing that money and
spending it on large public relief works, he ig proposing to spend it on pro-
ductive things. There are large tracts of barren land lying waste in the
whole of this province yielding practically nothing. One of my colleagues
pointed out yesterday thai there is such a heavy burden on the cultivated
land in our province. Some kind friend, I do not know who, hag spread m
some villages that the Punjab Government had appointed me as a eoloniza- -
tion officor. 1 started recciving hundreds of registered letters, nearly
threos to four thousand registered and unregistered letters from different
cultivators. Several people came in deputations to see me and to some of
them who had come from a village in Jhang I said “ I cannot understand
your coming like this from such distant places just for asking for grants of land
only when We aze told that there is such a heavy burden of taxation of land
revenue and abiana that it is not possible for the enltivator to secure even
s bare living for him and for his children.” Their reply was “if we have
land we know that we shall not starve. Otherwise there is no hope of even
a bare living.,” In spite of our not having been able to give relief to them
in reducing the water tax and land revenue people are clamouring for more
land. As I told them then, and as I say again on the floor of the House,
I am glad that the Punjab Government is very wisely taking up the course
of providing water to every tract of land in the whole of the Punjab so that
the poor Punjabi cultivator who is roaming all around for & piece of land to
till and cultivate in order to earn rof for himself and his dependents, can
have that land. Then, 8ir, take the case of the Haveli Project. How much
of saving has been achieved in that direction ? 1 think that not only in the
history of this Government, but in the history of any government in India —
T ought to say in the whole of the world—there is no instance of a certain
sum having been allotted according to an estimate submitted for » certain
project and out of which there has been a saving of nearly two otores of
rupees and that in spite of thirty lakhs that have been gpent on the lining
of the canal which were not included in the original estimate. It is an

4 P. M.
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-achievement of which the Punjab Government has every reason to be proud.
(Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang: Very good). - And I know that it is due o
the most honest Chief Enginoer who is in charge of this department and
to the band of officers who have been working with him. We are very grate-
ful to them for this example pf honesty which they have placed before the
officials of this provinee. 8ir, our ministry is a band of silent workers.
They believe in working and net in talking, and as.the Honourable Premior
has said several times, he believes that the taste of the pudding lies in itg
eating. The zamindars are realising overy day  the worth of the heavy
work which is being done by the ministry and as every day passes they will
g0 on resliging this more and more. I feel that I have already taken a
lot of the time of the House. Therefore I should now sit down, but before
doing so I would like once again, through you, 8ir, to offer my sincere feli-
citations to the Honourable Minister for Finance on the budget which hasg
been presented this year and to his able Secretary and to the members of
hig staff. (Loud cheers.)

Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das (Kangra North, General, Rural) (Urdu):
Sir, I wonld begin by congratulating my worthy and estesmed friend, the
Honourable the Finance Minisier, for having depicied in his budget speech
& handsome picture of the Punjab fihance. I may also congratulate hig
-capable lieutenants Mr. Bhanot, Rai Sahib Lala Lal Chand and Mr. Pearson,
who have asgisted him in drawing this picture in such beautiful colours.

Turning now to fhe activiiies of the Unionist Government during the
last two years, 1 wish to say that they have created an atmosphere of
ingecurity and disturbance throughout the provines by passing the so-
called agrarian legislations. Not only the non-agriculturigts but the agri-
-enlturists too are complaining against the passage of these Aets (Ironical
-cries from the Treasury Benches.) S8ir, I have submitted that the Unionisé
Government have created an unrest in the whole of the province. This
House should not be led to believe that false propaganda is being carried on
-against the agrarian laws by the non-agriculturists. It has dealt a death
blow to the credit of the poor kisans who are now put to great diffienlties.
Perhaps the Government wants to turn the kisans penniless so that they
should become too weak to carry on agitation against the Government.
Again, additional police has been sanctioned to suppress thems, In this
way the Unionist Government have penslisod the poor pessants and zamin-
-dars to the extent of Rs. 1,85,000 in the form of cost of additional police
for another year in the Punjab, and yet the Government has the courage to
call itself & popular Zamindar Governmeni. It is no longer popular in the
province. Millions outside this House bear testimony to what I am say-
- ing here,

Now 8ir, I would like to make a fow oBservations by way of eriticism
in connection with the Forest Department. I notice that the inedme from
forests in the next financial year 1939-40 is anticipated to be Rs. 28,97,000
againgt the income of Rs. 25,838,500 in the last year 1938-39, The expendi-
ture in the last year amounted to Bs. 26,98,700 while the expenditure now
provided for the next year iy Rs. 25,89,800. The Honourable the Finance
Minister has explained in the Memorandum that the increased: expenditure

'is due to the fact that partnership was dissolved with a view {o patting
:an ond t0 Raja Daya Kishan Kaul and Sons’ connection with the Jalla
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Factory. This object was achieved by paying a sum of Rs. 8,380,000 to Raja
Daya Kishan Kaul and SBons.  And if we deduct this extraordinary sum from
the total expenditure of the last year the remsining sum of expenditure
comes to Re. 28,68,700. It is not understood what new arrangement in
place of Raja Daya Kishan Kaul and Sons has been made that necessitates
the increased expenditure. The income under various sub-heads such as
resin, chareoal, timber and firewood hag gone low, But the expenditure
on establishment has been raised from Rs. 7,083,500 to Rs. 8,22900. All
this goes to show that the Forest Department is being run at a loss. Ancther
matter which is all the more perplexing is the leage of Simla Hill forest secured
by Govemment to sustain further loss. I for one cannot understand why
the Bimla Hill States are being subsidised at the expense of the Punjab
tax-payers. I hope the Honourable Chaudhri Sahib who is taking notes
will throw seme light on this point. Sir, the forests are a national asset
and in other conntries as well as in the adjoining Indian States they are
& source of relief to the tax-payer while here it is a burden. -

8ir, I welcome the creation of Anti-Erosion Circle. In thig connection
I would submit that Rs. 40,000 provided for the Kangra distriet may be made
a recurring expenditure,

T must admire Mr. Bedford, the Chief Engineer, for the huge savings he
has made in the completion of the Haveli Project. (Hear, hear.) But it
thould not be taken to mean that his predecessors were careless or that T
am in any way casting any reflection on them in preparing the estimates,
which were subsequently increased while finishing the projects. It is
possible that the present saving may be due to the reduced prices of materials
which have gone down by 40 or 50 per cent. Here I support Pir Akbar Ali
when he says that the services of a capable officer like Mr. Bedford should be .
retained longer.

Now I would advert my attention to the administration of justice in
the province. This is extremely costly, You willfind on page87 of the
budget that under head * Judieial Stamps ™ there is a net total of
R, 54,67,900 and under the head *° Administration of Justice " iz shown
a net total of Rs. 7,37,000. The grand total amounts {0 Rs. 62,04,900. As
against this the Government is making a net saving of Rs. 8,46,200. This in
other words 1s a tax on trade and conzmerce. Why not reduce the scale of
eonrt-fees to the himit from which they were enhanced in 1923-94 9 {4n
honourable member: In other provinces court-fees have been enhanced.)
Lieave the other provinces aside. (Laughter.)

- Now I turn, to the questian of education which has been dealt with at
length by my friend Chaudhri Krishnae Gopal Dutt and my sister sitting
over there.

Mr. Speaker : The Honourablo member iz not discussing the budget -
a3 8 whole. He is diseussing specific itermas which he is not entitled to do.

. Rai Bahadur Lala Gopal Das: Sir, I am briefly discussing the
budget and I think I am not transgressing the proper limits. Government
hag provided Rs. 50,000 from the-Special Development Fund for rural adu--
cation, There are 29 districts in' the Punjab and each distriect will have
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only Rs. 1,800 for the purpose of spreading literacy in the rural areas. The
Government claims to drive out illiteracy from the province.. Can it achieve
the object by allotting such a paltry sum ?

Then comes the question of medical relief. It was pointed out by me
on & previous oceasion also that Kangra is very backward in’ this respect.
Thers are only nine Government dispensaries, five aided dispensaries and
fifteen district board dispensaries for such a large district. I suggest that
all parts of the Kangra district, which are cut off by streams and have
no roads leading to dispensaries, should possess separate dispensaries.
For matornity cases qualified dais should be provided to save the poor
mothers in that unfortunate district where no such medical aid is available,
Similarly some parts of the district, just as Bargran and Ramgarh, are
suffering from searcity of drinking water. A sum of Rs. 1,24,000 has been
provided for water supply in rural aress and I hope that a good bit of it
will go to the Kangra district. In case Government is not prepared, for wanb
of funds, to incroase the number of dispensaries in Kangra, T would suggest
that the Covernment should offer reasonable subsidies to the anemployed
doetors to establish private dispensaries in various parts of the district.
This will serve & double purpose of employment for the unemployed and.
medical relief to the needy.

1 may alse draw your atteniion that Rs. 4,460 were provided for the
improvement of the hill cattle bresd of the Kangra digtrict, but nothing’
was dons to utilize that money. A sum of Rs. 5,000 has boen set aside for
this purpose this year. Let us hope that the example of last year will not:
be followsd this year and the money will be rightly spent. .

The new expenditure includes a sum of Rs. 3,360 for game preserva-
tion. When the Game Preservation Act was under consideration in the
Punjab Logislative Council, s dofinite undertaking was given by the Honour-
able Sir Bikander Hyat-Khan on behalf of the Government to the effect that.
all tho monies received under this Act shall be solely devoted to the imple-
menting of the provisions of this Act. But the Government has ignored
that undertaking. (4n honourable member : ‘Should we spend unnéces-
sarily ) No, I do not suggest that. What I moan is that you should
not, treat thiz Act as a fiscal measure, You should start gamo sanctuaries
or reduce the burden of tax on sportsm¥a. In case the Government cannot
implement the provisions of the Act through its agency, why not a3k the
Association for the Protection of Wild Life to do it and pass money an to
them ¢ It is not proper for the Government to back out from its under-

taking. |

Then there is another very important matter to which I want to draw ~
the attention of the Government. It is proposed to discontinue the Kangra
Valloy Railway to which the Punjab Government is contributing four lakhy
a year as guarantee money. You know, Sir, that Kangra has just begun
to develop and this new proposal is sure to kill all the budding markets of
this district. I would, therefors, request the Government to éarmark
ihis suxa of Rs. 4,00,000 for the change of the Railway tract into metalled.
zopds. - (Midster for Public Works:  Thers is already a road there) Not,
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in this ilaga. I am referring to the portion between Nurpur Road Station
and Jwalamukhi Road Station. The Honourable Minister should not make
a demonstration of his ignorance by such remarks.

TLast but not the least are the conditions prevailing in the capital of the
province under the very nose of the Government. The city has been left
to the tender mercies of a dictator and the Government is not paying any
atbention to the havoe that he is playing with the city. The awful dusi
as well as the pitfalls that you find on every road is an eloquent testimony
of the inefficiency of the present administration. As regards sanitation,
T would request the Honourable Minister to go into the city and see whether
he ean stay thers even for an hour. The inadequacy of the water supply
i too well known to need mention fromi me. Now on the one hand you
have such a bad administration and on the other hand the Administrator
i# having continuous brain waves of levying new taxes. (dn honourable
member : The income from the tax will be utilized fo improve these con-
ditions.) No, you cannot improve the condition of the city without the
representatives of the tax-payers. The Administrator is more than a
mateh for all of you. You had better resign and male room for some one
who is not afraid of the Administrator and who may have the courage and
capacity to do the needful.

In the end, T have to say just a word tomy friend, Pir Akbar Ali, that
he was very unkind to me. But let me tell you, Sir, that I never meant any
interruption. It appeared to me from his speech that he had not studied
the budget and, therefore, I was trying o help him with the necessary in-
formation. I hope that in future I shall receive bebter treatment from
him in return for my help. With these remarks I resume my seat in the
hope that the Government which professes to be a popular Government will
try to be so.

Misn Sultan Mahmud Hotiana (Pakpattan, Muhammadan, Rural)
(Urdu) : Sir, I have been listening to the speeches made both on behalf
.of the Opposition as well as of the Government since yestexday. I cohsider
it my duty to make my observations on the budget. My remarks about
this budget are just this : “It is & good budget ; it is a fine budget; but T can
either call it one of the best budgets nor a satisfactory budget.” It is good
as in spite of there having been great demands on the exchequer owing
to famine, no reduction has been made in the quota of the heneficent de-
partments. Further, liberal expenditure has been budgeted for Thal and
Haveli Projects. Bhakhra Dam Scheme may also be mentioned a8 one of
the beneficiaries in this connection. The budget is unsatisfactory i my
eyos becanse I feel that the condition of the poor zamindar continues to be
the same ag it was lasi year or the year before. I would rather say that it
is worse. I am a well-wisher of Government and it is in thab capacity
that T want to bring its defects to its notice. The Government should address
itself to these defects and remove them. Otherwise the result will not be
" a happy one for the Government. (Hear, hear from the Opposition benches.)
The Government pursues a weak policy in every sphere of action. I
yemernber that ix the first session of the present Assembly a Forest Com-
mittee was appointed by Government which presented ite report long ago.
‘But what has been the result ? Nothing, Similarly the Land Revenus
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Committee submitted its report a year ago but with what resnlt ? Nothing.
Then an interview was held of the prospective panchayat officers. The
result in this respect is also the same sad story—nothing. I will submit
that the Government should kindly take stock of the situation. If it has
to do anything it should not stop in the middloe of the thoroughfare to be the
langhing stoek of the passers by.

Then, the Government has taken no active part to implement the
récommendations made from time to time, vés-a-vis the retrenchment in its
expenditure. It is really unfortunate that a lion’s share out of the provincial
revenues ig eaton up by the services. I.C. 8. is most highly, I should say,
most unfairly, paid. I know the Government eannot tonch the L C. B,
But could they not even make a representation to the Secretary of State
for India that as their finances were at a low ebb they could not pay the L. C. B.
a5 much as they used to do in the past ? Could they not do even that much ?
But they have done nothing of the sort. It is high time that they addressed
themselves to this all-important thing. Then they should pay attention
to other iniquitous drains on the provincial excheguer. For instance,
even the Reporters of this Assembly are allowed to draw five hundred a
month. The same would be an K. A. C.’s pay who has put in five years'
service. There is no proportion between the salary of these two cadres.
Then, some of the officers are allowed to draw 2,000 rupees. It is nota
question, therefore, of lopping tiny twigs off the branches of the tree_ oven
as one does while eutting tooth-brush of a kikar free. The guestion 18

" of applying not & penknife to a branch of the tree but an axe at the stem of
it. The tree requires operation of the saw or that of the axe. Your prun-
ings with knives and scissors would not do. I hope if the Government
addresses iteelf to its task in that spirit the zamindar will be saved from
the calamity, sure and fatal, which unfortunately looms large on the horizon,

The agrarian policy of the Government leaves much to be dqsired
The policy of putting the crown waste lands to auction is most runous
to the interests of the poor zamindars. The capitalists and the moneyed
classes of the zamindars are naturaMy the highest bidders and they should
shoulder the poor zamindar of moderate means out of the market. (Hear,
hear.) The Government should forthwith do away with the system of
auctioning crown lands and substitute instesd the system of easy instalments
80 that the poor zamindar may be able to purchase land. His own land
as is. well-known to those who kmow his condition, has been auble"tj"d
to divigions out of number and now a very small portion has been left with
him.  On the other hand his progeny has developed into an unwieldy
figure. 8o, the question of acquiring land is a question of life with him.
¥t is, therefore, high time that the Government takes up the question of
abolishing the system of anction for digposing of crown waste lands.

Now, Icome to education. I feel that two crores of rupees which are
being spent and are budgeted for education would go in the long run to make
the problem of unemployment all the wore difficult. - If the result of all
this exponse is to be nothing move than this that unemployment will be
found on the increass, why not close down all these eolleges and schaols
-and be done with them once for all? What is happening at present ? A
young man of costly habits takes hi¢ degree and has to sit idle at home
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with no fature. It is time the Government undertook to overhaul
the whole educational system in the province. It is not necessary that
overy ome in the country should have a bungalow or a motor car but it is
absolutely essential that every individual of society should have two square
megls 8 day. Schemes have been drawn up elsewhere to overhaul the prosent
educational system. Why should we be lagging behind ¢ We should draw
up & scheme of education which may enable the educated to earn their living.

The third thing which stands out prominently before us is the state of
affairs in the police department. Tt is eommon knowledge that when a
physician is summoned to the bedside of a patient and the pationt does not
moprove even after a prolonged itreatment and expense of the physician,
he ig ehown the door. That is the best thing to be done in such circumstances.
But the police physician seems to be an exception to this general rule.
He is here, receiving his fees, and afl other conveniences which money can
bring him. But the disease, the crime, ig on the incresse snd is steadily
going up. The police has not been suceessful in checking crime. If a sub-.
mspector i3 appointed to a police station be is not taken to task if erime
inereases within his jurisdiction. Nobody asks him as to why the number
of cases reported in his police station has gone up in comparison wiih those
during the time of his predecessor. The result is that people experience
Bo relief in the matter of erime. The police makes no recoveries. All
the recoveries which are ever made are either the resuit of a chance encounter
of the public with the thieves or of the efforts of the complainants themselves
to trace their belongings. The police hardly makes more than five per cent
of recoveries. 1 think the number of recoveries cannot be improved so
long as officers who prove to be thoroughly unfit in the work of making
recoveries are not severely dealt with. 1 am sure that if we are allowed to
carry arms and freely exercise our right of self-defence, we can easily do
without the police which Government has given us,

I submit, Sir, that you cannot say that you have done everythmg in
connecticn with the public health when you have appointed some medical
officers of Lealth. There are many other things to which it iz the duty
of the Government to pay immediate attention. For instance, there is the
question of impure ghee. This danger to public health was previously
cocfined to cities but now it has made its appearance in villages as well.
Women from the neighbouring villages go to cities and purchage some vege-
table ghee which they take home and put in the milk. The milk is churned
in the morning and this ghee gets mixed with pure ghee in the milk. I
submit, Sir, that this is a great danger to public health. Times out of number
the Honourable Minister has been requested to bring forward a measure
for the colourisation of impure ghee but nothing has so far been done. Not
only that. Even some private members’ Bills to this effect were not allowed
to be iniroduced.  Let the Minister undersiand that so long as we do not
get even pure ghee and milk, no amount of inooulations and vaccinations
is going to save us from diseases. Now I will resume my seat in the
hope that due attention will be paid to my submissions as well as to the use-
ful suggestions offered by the other speakers. I warn the Government
that if nothing is done to meet our legitimate demands our submissions wiil
have to. take the form of notices and ‘challenges. (Hear, hear.)
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Dy. Satya Pal (Siallot-Amritsar, General, Rural) (Urdw) : Sir,
Jooking at it from the point of view of & Congressman, I do not find in the
budget anything on which I should congratulate the Honourable Ministes,
Not only that. The budget is highly defective and unsatisfactorv in mors
than one respect. Let us sce what wonders the Honourablo Minister hag
worked for which encomiums and congratulations are showered on him
by the honourahle members sitting on the Ministerial benches. The greatent
achievement of the Government is that it has spent some monsy in connee-
tion with famine in the Hissar district. Too much is being made of this
expenditure and the Ministers and their supporters are never tired of parading
this before any and everybody. They are using it as a cover to hide aill
their shortcomings. But may one ask whether the Government has dope
anything really extraordinary ? I submit, Sir, that any Government would
have done the same, or perhaps more, under such circumstances, Any
ministry that failed to do something for the sufferers would havs been oub
in po time. No one knows it better than the Honourable Ministers that
they have conferred no boon or favour on the poor sufferers. If they have
done anything it was to maintain their own Ministry. After sll what
new heaven have they created in the Hissar district ? The poor villagers
have to travel eight miles to a place where some test works are in progreds,
- they work thero for eight hours and then there ig a return journey of eight
miles. And do you know what they get for all that ¢ Two annas, The
redult ig that these poor mufferers have to make their wives snd children
also work to keep body and soul together. Thus it is high time that the Govs
ernment refrained from taking pride in this. Any Government that taxes
the people cannot but spend some money under such circumstances, You
got from the people more than ten crores of rupees and you simply have to
spend it on tho people. You cennot pocket all of it. Had you dons lese

than you have, the eonsequences would have heen fatal to your Goverh.
ment.

Then one is tempted to ask whether the famine ir the Hissar distriot
is the only thing that deserved the attention of the Government. know:
that the sufferings of these poor people have the first claim on our exchequer,
but again I ask whether that ig the only thing to he attended to for the good
of the province. Take for instance the question of unemployment. Every
Government in the country is faced with this question, and they have taken
practical steps to tackle it. But here in the Punjab the Government hag
singularly failed to do anything to fight this demon. The honourable

“lady member, Mrs. Shah Nawaz, was pleased to remark that this Government
does not enjoy the co-operation of the millionaires. But may I ask who is
to blame for it ? Let the Government help the people in starting factories
and industrialising the province and they will surely co-operate with the
Government. The Congress encouraged the sale of swadeshi cloth and
thus helped the dealers by boycotting the salo of foreign cloth from and
bringing it down from sixty crores to thirteen crores of rupees. It was the
Congress that checked the flow of our money to foreign countries and in return
those people are sure to reward those landable efforts of the Congress Gov-
ernments. How can the Unionist Government which has done nothing

for these people expect their help and.¢o-operation ? .
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Then she made the same complaint about the press. But with due
deference I must say that she is not right in throwing the blame on the press.
The fact is that the Punjab Government has received much more co-opera-
tion from the press than any other Government in the country. Not only
are some of the newspapers singing the praises of this Government without
any rhyme or resson but even those who do not see eye to eye with the
Government are afraid to criticise it, The reason is not far to seek. The
repressive and vindictive policy of the Government has cowed down the
whole press. They dare not refer oven to the flagrant irregularities, short-
eomings and faults of the Government for fear of heavy securities being
demanded or those already deposited being forfeited. Thus if some of the
newspapers do not sing the praises of this Government it is because it does
not deserve any praises. I think it should thank the press for refraining
from giving publicity to its faults.

Again, Sir, the greatost merit of a Government lies in allowing civil
liberties to the people. But what do we find in the Punjab 2  While other
provinces have released almost all the politieal prisoners, sections 108,
124-A and 158 are in full swing in our province. Even those who are
treated as free citizens in other provinces are not allowed to enter this sacred

vinee of ours. Even ordinary civil liberties are denied to the sons of
the Punjab. The other day when the father of Lala Hans Raj ‘ Wireless®
requested the Punjab Government to allow his son to enter the province
for a day or two to celebrate his marriage ceremony, the Government fatly
refused to grant this request. Again, the well known supporter of the
cause of the freedom Bhrimati Satya Vati was denied the right of entering
the Punjab. TFurther, Professor Ranga, the member of the Central

islature, was not allowsd to come to Lahore by the Government. What
aggravates the fanlt of the Unionist Ministry is the fact that the internces
and the externees are not given any allowances. I, therefore, fail $0 see any
point relating to the general administration on which I may be able to
congratulate the Unionist Government.  And yet Sir Sikander was pleased
" fo observe that he had not go far thought it proper to make us fsel the
difference between the present regime and the ol foreign rule.  Far be it
from me to praise the British rale irom which we want to liberate our country.
But I may mention without any fear of contradiction that the old repressive
policy is still in vogue in the Punjab. The number of political proseeutions
is the same as it was before. I Sir Sikander is not yel satisfied with this
record, and if he wishes to further oppress this province, I wani to assure
him of cur readinesg to suffer all hardships in the causs of the freedom of
the couniry. Why does he threaten us like that? Let him place all his
cards on the table and let him inflict all gorts of punishments on us. We
are out to liberate the country and this province from the clutches of the
British and from the Indian henchmen of the British. Let there be no
doubt sbout thia.

Do the Unionists claim to be popular among the population of the
Punjab ? If so, why do they so often make uge of the reprossive laws and
invoke the aid of section 124-A, section 108 and other provisions of the
Indian Penal Code? Are they nervous and are they mot sure of their
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strength in the province ? Had they been sure of their fest, they should
not have been so panicky and terror-stricken as to use the long arm of the
ropressive laws to crush civil libertios in the Punjab. But I would like to
make it plain to them that no amount of oppression can stifle the voice of
the Yovers of freedom. What are their practical achievemenis? They
‘have" not granted even the most modest demand of introducing prohibition
in the province as the Governments of Bombay, the United Provinces and
Madras have done at the risk of several lakha of revenue. The poverty-
stricken masses must be saved by legislation from the evil of drinking which
eame into this country along with the British. Recently a European
Commissioner of Madras observed that if all other sexvices of the Congress .
Government were obliterated from the minds of the people, the cne serviee
of introducing prohibition wonld remam as a lasting monument o their
credit. The ready effect of this has been that the poor people have begun
having some money to their eredit in the savings banks or elsewhere.

Turning now to the medical relief in this province I may inform the
House that no substantial work haz been done by the Unionist Government. -
In the United Provinees, the Congress Government have provided two
lorries in which lady doctors move about in the rural areas to afford medical
relief in labour cases to women. Bub here in the Punjab you cannot
find dispensaries up to a distance of 20 miles.  That is the cause of increase
in the number of deaths especially in the childhood. I may observe that
mere provincislisation of a few digpensaries would not do. In Bombay
and even in the Central Provinces, the Congress Governments have introduced
the system of employing honorary dootors and physicians as is the fashion
in England. Instead of spending lots of money on the Civil Hospital
in the town of Lahore, the Punjab Government should utilise the services
of the honorary doctors and use the saving thus effected for other useful

purpoges.

Again, in the matter of public health no salutary work is being done.
People have to drink very dirty water in most of the places in the Punjab.
Lot us come nearer home and see what the state of affairs in Lahore itself
i2. In this premier town of the Punjab, the municipality has been suspended
and a Britisher hag been put in charge of the administration of the town.
What greater proof of the inefficiency of the Unionist Ministry cen be
demsanded ? Instead of helping the poor, they are feeding a foreigner
in the capital city of the Punjab. This money can be more profitably used
in opening dispensaries in the rural areas.

Another great need of the provinee is the promotion of education. But
what kind of education is most needed ¢ More attention should be paid to
industrial and agricultural education of boys in the Punjab.  There are
already many unemployed graduates. Let us noi swell their number still
further. The Government should seriously consider the question of opening
more factories and industrial centres in the Punjab. I8 it not a matter of
great shame for us that even for the post of a constable thousands of candi-
dates including several graduates come forward? All this points to the
destitution of the Punjabis. If the Reilway department advertises & post
carrying very mesgre remunerstion, tens of thousands of candidates pat
in their applications. It shows that millions of people in the Punjab are
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starving for want of employment and daily bread. But service alone
.cannot fill one’s belly.  The dire need of the time is that the people should
know zome art or iake up some industries by virtue
of which they may be able to eke out a living as also
avoid the country’s wealth going into foreign countries. It is, therefore,
imperative that some arrangements for starting cottage industries should
be made. The famine in Hissar district was a natural ecalamity and if the
people knew something besides agriculture, for instance, the art of spinning
which hag now been started there by the Congress, they would not have
felt the pinch of famine so much.

Another submission that I would like to make is that the Congress ig not
receiving a fair treatment at the hands of the Governmeni. In this con”
nection 1 would refer you to the case of the Congress workers of Asaudba
and Fatehwal who were kept in jail for eleven months, till ab last they were
acquitted by the sessions judge who held the story of the police to be
" untenable. Is it justified that people should be kept rotting in jails only
* hecause they are considered to be political opponents of the Government ?

Besides, ugly scenes and difficulties are creatod in Congress mestings. The
‘leader of the party, Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan, has held out a threat to the
people of the province that they should beware of the fate of the Jews ab
the handg of Hitler, and his colleague, Sir Chhotu Ram, exhorted his followers
to kick every Gandhi-fopi-wala who comes in front of them. What more
proof do you require of the maltreatment of Congress workers? Yon have
get your whole machinery in motion against Congress. It is, therefore,
wrong to assert that Unionists are a band of silent workers.

Much has already been said about corruption in Government departments-
‘There has been a good deal of corruption in accepting illegal gratification
in the form of money but now eorruption has erept in the matter of votes.
Corruption is now the order of the day and is mainly responsible for the
eolidarity of the present Ministry. Hundreds of specific instances have been
given in which the police committed atrocities. We made serious allega-
tions against certain police officers but in vain. A court at Lyallpur passed
severe gtrictures against a police officer.  But no action was taken against
him except that he was transferred from that place. That is how things
are going on.  Of course the Congress ministries have not so far been able
to do all that is desired by the people at large only because of the interven-
tion of the Government of India. Bu$ the reforms that they have been
able to carry out have been thoroughly appreciated by the people. It has
been contended more than once that though the Congress ministries are
getting small salaries, yet if their allowances were also to be taken into
account, the whole amount that 8 Congress minister draws would exceed
the salary of a Punjab minister. I have made enquiries about the matter
and am now in a position to say that this contention is absolutely groundless.
No doubt the Congress ministers are getting motor allowances and that too
in the interest of the public business. The Congress ministers before they
accepted office had Jarge incomes.  In fact they have made a great sacrifice
in accepting office. But how can you expect others to make sacrifices
-when you are not prepared to do the same yourself ? I therefore suggest
that no one should be given a salary of more than Rs. 500 a month.

bPF.M.
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Again it has besn said that our budget hardly suffices our needs. How
can that be when yours is the most top-heavy administration ? You do
not try to curtail your expenditure but you are attempting to resort to new
taxation. But there is always a limit to everything. The people hers are
already heavily taxed and further iaxation may prove the last straw that
breaks the camel’s back, '

(d¢ ihis stage Mr. Speaker left the Chair and M. Deputy  Speaker
ocoupted 4t.)
I am consirained to remark that this Government is aping the British
Government, Unless you curtail your expenditure you cannot effect the
much desired reform in the sdministration of the province. Reduce the
salaries of the high officers, The petty officials such as patwaris and chauki..
dars are getting & sum which hardly enables them to keep their body and soul:
bogether.  The Congress have more than once announced the desirability
of fixing once for all & living wage for all and sundry.  Let a minimum wage-
be fixed. The ministers can induce these government servants to accept
8 reduction in their selaries by themselves setting an example for their
subordinates. .

I again repeat that I do not find anything in this budget on which I
should congratulate the Honourable Minister. And I think, Sir, that he has.
waxed so eloquent in self-praise that he does not stand in need of any
encomiums from any one of us. An economist is the last person to be
expected to indulge in such hyperbolic language about his own achievementa,
But it appears that he has an extraordinary capacity for lapsing into poetry
when he wants to indulge in self-praise and that he is a8 great a juggler of
words as of figures. Anyway I would draw his attention to what 80Me
honourable members from his own side have been compelled to say. The
Government has failed to do its duty by the people eo singularly that ope
bonourable member from the ministerial party yesterday and another to-.
day took courage in both their hands and indulged in a refreshingly trenchent
criticism of the Government. This js & very good sign and speaks of a
bright future for the provinee. People have now begun to feel that no
good can be expected from this Government. 'The Government thought
that it could kill the Congress movement in the provinee by hoodwinking:
the public at large as well as by its repressive policy. But let me tell them.
that Sir Sikander’s sword cannot succesd where even Lord Willingdon's.
gunshave failed. On the other hand the time js not very distant when thia
Government will be crushed under its own sins. People have begun to
realise that their good les in the Sikander government being replaced by a
government of those people whom Mahatma Gandhi has deseribed a9 the
true representatives of the people.  (Cheers.) '

 2nd-Lieatenant Bhai Fatehjang Singh (South-East, Sikh, Rural) p
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have Just been listening to amost Iucid but, I
6m soxry Lo say, & very useless dizcussion on the budget. The speech to me-
appeared to be one which seems to have been very well rehearsed on public
platforms and would have snited very much an sudience outside this House
but not st this time' when ‘the budget for the year is before the Assombly
or it would have suited: if there had been & no-confidence motion against the
Present ministry.  Now, let ug see what is actually the budget of a provinee

: E
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or a country and what are the principles that govern a budget. As alayman

and a humble student of facts, I can say that the necessity for budgeting
only arigses for national causes and a budpet is the main factor and main
pillar round which the nation is built and the independence of a nation
depends on the proper confrol and administration of its finances, ¥ere
wo are assembled and what we have got to see is whether the Honourable
Minister for Finance of this Government has been able to prepars a budget
-on those lines, whether he has made any progress towards the enlightenment
-of the masses and prepared them for the big battle of independence. I can
tell you that he has done so. Famine has now become a greatly discassed
subject. Therefore I do not wish to touch famine any more but all the same
I am going to touch a side issue which is one of the reasons for famin- s, that
18, the failure of cultivation on hillsides and the failure on the part of the
‘past Governments to protect the flora and fauna of the country. We
gee that the present Government has, in the New Expenditure for 1989-40,
provided a sum—although & very small one—but I can say with satisfaction
‘that they have started and taken a line which may, in the time to come,
if properly developed, prove a great factor in lessening the natural cale-
mities such as gearcity of water and famine. They have started an anti-
erogion circle in the whole of the provinee. If this is properly developed,
and I have every hope that it will develop btfore wvery long, one of
the reasons for the famine and one of the reasons for scarcity of water
will be minimised. My honourable friend the learned Doctor made a side
remark about tho press of this province. T have every respect for the
press and I can eay this much that whatever is said in the press may be
right from their point of view, but the press tries to evade the strong factors
whieh are in favour of the Government. My honourable friend Rai Bahadur
Lala Gopal Das commented on the agrarian Bills and said that the borrowing
power of the zamindar has been snatched away by the Government. T say,
* Yes.” The Government has eradicated a bad habit and besides this the
encouragement, of borrowing brings no benefit' to any individusl or to any
state. If the Government has minimised the borrowing power of the
zamindar and is prepared to lay other resources st the disposal of the zamin-
-dars, what harm has the Government done ? There is no denying the fact
that borrowing is not good. 'We see in this budget that the Government
bas provided for unforeseen expenses to the extent of Rs. 120 lakhs. I
-consider that a very adequate sum and I hope that these remissions and
-guspensions will not be fully utiiised beeanse I do not want and I wil]l never
want the same calamities of the past two years to come in the way of the
zamindar to trouble and ruin him. Much that the Government has done
for the zamindar cannot be done by any other government. My honour-.
able friend the Doctor said that tke zamindar travels eight miles in the
morning and eight miles back to his home in the -evening snd what does
he get, two annas.  Yes, that is what he gets but what if he did not get
thai ? Do you mean to say that Hissar, which place I belong to, is the only
part of the province that is entitled to help and all the-other districts, where
the famine could not be technically deolared buf is: prevailing to a eertsin
extent, should be ignored for the sake.of one district ? - I can never think
-of that ; that would net be a very wise and commendable move on the port
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-of the Government if they did that. The Government has done guite &
dot for the eradication of famine but where they have actually failed in the
famine-stricken area, if I may be permitted to say, is in respeet of making
adequate arrangements for drinking water. They have not been able to
make adequate ayrangements for the supply of drinking water to the people
and had it not been for the generosity of the government of His Highnoss
the Maharaja of Patiala, the trouble -and calamity in this famine stricken
-aros would have been ten times more felt. I have noted with some satisfass
tion that the Government has provided a certain amonnt of money to try
and remedy this defect of not being able to supply water to rural areas.
But something drastic will have to be done to supply drinking water to the
people and to ensure that they will not die of thirst and their cattle will not
get extinct for the mere fact of drinking water. If a eitizen cannot drink
pure water and cannot bring his children up on clean food and produce
-elean habits in them, what use will he be in times of distress ? The greatest
thing that this Government has done in this budget is that they have paid
special heed to education and they have provided more facilities for female
and adult education. Now let us see what part the fomale education of the
~country plays in bringing up and in produeing a nation. . It is the mother
and mother alone who can build & nation. That is my view and I can say
that thid is the view of many other people. The fact is that our femalesin
the. provinee have not got free time to educate their people and to develop
in them morals of independence and infuse in them the spirit of self-respect.
It is only education and proper type of education that can eradicato the
weaknesses and I can say that the Government of the Punjab in ils present
budget have provided for this education, as you will see that they have-
~onhanced the grant to Kinnaird College from Ras. 4,300 to Rs. 10,000 and
they have also provided for the Stratford Intermediate College at Amritsar
being changed into a Degree standard college. What elso can you expect
in that short period of two years from this government of ours? You
“will find that there is an increase—a tremendous increase—in the number of
schools that have been opened by the Government. There is tremendous
‘increase of travelling staff appointed for supervision of these schools.
Another factor that counts in the nation-building of a counfry is its health.
We naturally want to produce strong, clear-thinking, and sensible men and
specially not of the pagsive type, if [ may gay s0. We want to produce
in this country people who are born fighters and that stuff ean only be
“produced if the parents are healthy. I sce that the Punjab Government i
“trying to do that. You will find that the Punjab Government has provided
in this budget of theirs for the enhancement of the nurging staff of the
Mayo Hospital. Honourable members will remember that the nursing
-staff of the Mayo Hospital was found out to be inadegnate in number and,
“therefore, this Government has provided for its enhancement.

. Once we get the standard of the heslth of our poople raised we will
be able to fight all the enemies from outgide, and that is what & government.
ought to do, to train the people to be able to put up a strong front to its
:enemies and to a foreign invasion.

Another good feature, which is most welcoms, is the potrol tax. The
only thing I have got to say against that tax is that it is too light. Tf it
%had been throe times of what it is proposed, I would have welcomed this

2
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tax with greater vigour. Whom does this tax affect ? It affects the
ordinary users of motor ecars. What difference does it make to a gentleman
who ¢an possess a motor car if he has to pay Re, 0-1-8 per gallon more. For-
& man who uses say 20 gallons a month the monthiy bill will go up by a eouple:
of rapees, An argument may be advanced that the Torry drivers and
owners are going to be hard hit by this petrol tax ; but if you will study
facts and figures you will find that they are not going to be hard hit. If
a lorry driver carrying 25 people does 18 mules with a gallon, what difference
does 1t make if he has to pay Re. 1-9-3 instead of Re. 1-8-0. How does it
affect the poor people ? I would have been mors pleased if this tax had
been a bit higher. (An honourable member: Ninety per cent. peopls use
lorries). What difference does it make if he has to pay Re. 0-1-3 more
per gallon ?  (An honourable member 1 He has to compete with the
railways).

Yesterday my honourable friend from Bialkot, who is not now present,.
made a passing remark on the exchange ratio. He might be right in that.
respect and some modification in the ratio might be weleome. But when
it comes from peopls who, in spite of their feeling that the existing ratio
of the counbry is against them, live on the money of the tax-payer as they
call—1I call him revenue payer of the province—drawing Rs. 22-8-0 a3 daily
allowance, and go and siay in the Associated hotels where all the directors.
are Englishmen and none¢ are Indians, this argument does not carry much
woight. Charity begins at homs. Lei them come torward and stay
in Serats and not pay any money to the Englishmen and not fill the
coffers of the English directors. Then this argument would carry much
weight. My honourable friend on my right, Pir Akbar Ali, yesterday made
a great speech if I may call it a great speech. He said there is noed for roads. .
He said there is need for telephone commuunications. He said there is need
for greater supervision over the police for the dotection of ¢mme. I
agree with him in that respect. But he suddenly went on to another sub-
ject and said that the Retrenchment Committee has been sitting since the
Jast two years but has not yet completed its labours : they are doing the right
thing because it was considering the material before it. May I ask him
with your permission, 8ir, whether my honourable friend will be in agree-
ment with me if I suggest that the Retrenchment Committee should go on
considering very very carefully for another three years as my honourable
friend says and submit its report to the next Government? What will be
the use of the Retrenchment Committee to the present government or
to the present members of the Assembly if they cannot go through their
report and make conerete suggestions ? It would only mean wasto of public
money. Money could have been saved if the report was not to be
prepared and was not to be placed before the House. It 18 natural that
the report which hias taken s0 long must be a lengthy one. One can imagine.
that the report over which so many well versed and learned gentlemen are
taking s0 much time in completing their deliberations, must be a lengthy
one. When they have taken so much time in going through all the evi-
dence at their disposal, how mueh tino 13 this Hounse expected to take to
go through that report very very critically as it is the duty of the House
to go through such a report carefully ? How long will they take to go
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through that report ? I would suggest that the Retrenchment Committee,
if it is going to be of any benefit to the country, should put up its roport
without the slightest possible delay so that all the recommendations of the
“Committee may be gone through.

Another thing I would like to request the Ministry to take care of i®
‘the every day inereasing menace of the tribe of Odes, (4An honourablé
‘member : A committes has been appointed.) I know that a committes
‘has been appointed, but I have my own views of committees. Since the
report: of the Betrenchment Committee is fresh in my memory I have my
-own fear that this committee which is going to consider the question of
the Odes may not be able to furnish its repors to the Assembly before its
time is up ; and then when the next government comes into power, it may be
we or it may be they—I do not think it will be they : it will be we—we might
have changed our views that the enquiry conducted to ascertain facts about
the menace of the Odes has not been conducted on proper lines and hence
its report is useless and valueless. Therefore we want to have an indepen-
dent committee to mvestigate into the whole matter and that is the only
way to get at things. I know there is & great handicap in the way of the
-government to take action on such a controversial matter. Bui if T can
Buggest anything, Government have got big tracts of waste lands which
they are very anxious to colonise. I congratulate government on their
enterprise of trying to bring in all the projects which give facility for irriga-
tion purposes. Why not try to colonise the Odes in those areas ? Give
them grazing grounds and let them colonize there. You will be surprised
to know when T tell yon that one herd of Qdes in one night can do damage
40 10 gumaons of crops and before it is dawn they vanish. Added to this
are their criminal activities which are also worth congidering.

My honourable friend from Ludhiana in the course of his speech pointed
-out that Government have imposed professional tax. My honourable -
friend does not realise that professional tax is not imposed by the local
.government or by the Punjab Government : this tax is imposed hy local
bodies, 4.e., by the district boards (4n honourable member : He is & member
-of the district board.) He is a member of the district board and yet ho does
not know it : this shows how much interest he takes in the affairs of the
-district board.

The speeches I have heard here on the budget remind me of a rather
“comic or humerons legend of some Purbia who was gomg to listen to Rama-
.yana. After listening the whols night when he came home some of his
relatives asked him as to wimt he thought of the Ramayana. He said—

Ek tha Ram, ek tha Raora

Usne joru khonsi, usne phunka ghiraonra.

That was the outcome of what he thought of the Bama,jana. T ean only
say that that is the notion of the budget which my honourable friends
-over there have.

Mian Abdul Aziz (Outer Lahore, Muhammadan, Urban) (Urdu) ; Six
-& good many speeches have been made from both sides, some sulogisi
-and others criticising the budget. I am prepared to admit that the pre-
-paration of the budget estimates of & provinee is not a very oasy task. But
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one thing is obvious, and it is that more attention should be paid to the re-
sources than to the expenditure. T hardly néed lay stress on the sagacity
of the old saying about cutting your coat according to your cloth, but I am
Borry to say that our present Government believes in firmly disregarding
the good adviece contained in it. Here expenditure is much more than re-
ceipts. If the income was not sufficient to defray all the intended expendi-
ture, it was the bounden duty of the Government to cut down the expendi-
ture i order to balance the budget. Not only that. I would go a little
further and say that even a balanced budget is not a very great achievement.
The Government should have made arrangements for unforsecn contin-
gencies by bringing down its expenditure to a lower figure than its income.
gince the assumption of office by the present Government the province
has been visited by distress and calamities in the form of ‘hailstorm and
famine. I do not say that the Govermnent is in any way responsible for
these calamities. But I do maintain that they ought to have opened the -
.eyes of the Government and the Honourable Ministor ought to have cut
down expenditure to xmake it a surplng budget instead of a deficit one go
that the surplus could be utdized to meet such unforoseen sxpenditure,

I am glad to see that the budget has been criticised not only by the
Oppostion but even some honourable members from the ministerial benches
took courage to direct some very trenchent crtiticism against it. In this
connection I would draw your particular attention to the speeches of my
honourable friends, Pir Akbar All and Mian Sultwn Mahmud Hotiana., Pir
Akbar Ali has told us how the people of the Public Works Department come
to know what is going to be budgeted for and what they are going to spend
on a particular item. The Honourable Minister has paid a glowing tribute to
Mr. Bedford for effecting a huge economy in the Haveli Project. But I
would like to know whether the Minister himself has or has not followed the
example of those who prepared the estimates for the Haveli Project. I
hope he has mdt prepared the budget estimates, according to the original
Haveli Project estimates, and if not then there is no reason why we may,
not be able to effect an economy of two or three crores out of 11 erores,
when Mr. Bedford and his immediate subordinates have been able to save
over two crores out of an estimated expenditure of five crores.

This shows that the Government should direct its attention Lo increasing
the resources and cutting down expenditure, Now let us see what the
Government has done in this respect. The Retrenchment Committee which
was appeinted to apply axe to our expenditura hag been responsible for an
expenditure of 19 thousand rupees in 1937-38 and 20 thousand rupees in
1988-38. Now it is to be seen whether this committee on which about forty
thousand rupees have been spent will be able to effect an economy of even
two or three thousand rupees a year i our provincial expenditure, We
have it from my honourabls friend Pir Akbar Ali that the Chairman of this
Committee conld not find more than two hours for any meeting of the Com-
mittee. This shows that the mofussil members of the Committee had to be
paid their travelling and daily allowances for a meeting which did not last
more than two hours, If that is the speed at which the committee is going
to work, then we may not be able to see its report for another three years.
Then there were the Revenne Resources Committee and the Unemployment
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Committee. The state of unemployment in the province is well-known .
to all of us. Only the other day a young man resorted to satyagraha here.

Buat the Government has not been able to do snything except that

about Rs. 1,25000 have been spent on these three committees, The

Honourable Minister for Development conld do a great desl in this connection

by starting various industries and workshops in different parts of the pro-

vince. What is done here is only this, that a few applications for the supply

of socks and clothes are complied with. Nothing is done beyond that.
Why not look to Japan where everything that was previously manu-
factured in Europe i being manufactured now 2 That ecountry has become
self-sufficient industrially. But here in Indis thousands of various kinds of
things thai could easily be prepared locally are ordered for from England.
It all the required articles were prepared in the country, the teeming millions
would gain through employment. Our Government is laying great emphasis
on the development of cottage industries. But I may point out that although
cottage mdustries are useful yet they cannot by themselves provide the
panaces for all our ills. These small things cannot help ns o any great
extent. If the Government were serious about the industrialisation of the
province, they would easily see that the fat salaries of the Ministers and the
buge daily allowances of the Members of the Assembly should be vedneed,
and the saving thus effeoted profitably wsed for promoting industries in the
Punjab. 1 wonder whether the Government propose to fix the salary of the
members at Rs. 200 and whether the Parliamentary Secretarios will receive
this salary in addition to the other salaries as Secrotaries. At present I

understand they receive their fixed salaries amounting to 500 or 200 rupees.
per month plus the daily allowances during the session of she Assembly.

Again, I do not see any reason in giving 22} rupees per day to the members
who ordinarily reside in Lahore. They should not be given even a single pie.
If they cannot afford 1o spend one rupes for conveyance to the Chamber,
they had better stay at home and not seek election to the legiglature. Added
to all this unnecessary expenditure, is the daily inereasing number of posts

in the different departments of the Government. Previously thers used to
be only one Financial Commissioner but now there are two and it is said thas

there are going to be three or four of them. I may point out that the posts
of Commisgioners are only like post office. Their only function is to transmit

the letters from the Deputy Commissioners to the Government and thoso

from the Government to the Deputy Commissioners. I do not propose

that the Government should turn out the I.C.S. officers. Far from it, nor

can they doit. But gurely the Government can abolish unnecessary expendi-
turs concerning them, as well as other officers, and instead of creating new

posts, they can well utilise their services elsewhore,

(At this stage Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.)

A divisional commissioner draws & salary of Rs. 8,000 per month. Add.
to it the pay of his establishment. In short you will see that commissioners
do not draw less than thres or four lakhs of rupees every year from the pro--
vincial exchequer. You can save this heavy amount and spend it on
lmproving the general conditions in the Punjab. The primary care of the
Government should be the amelioration of the condition of the poor. This

an be done by improving the industries. When it was proposed sometime
back in the Municipality of Lahore that we should purchase meters for water-
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pipes from England at a cost of 5 lakhs, T suggested that this expenditure
should be reduced to two lakhs only by getting thess meters prepared in our
own country. After all it is not impossible to open a factory of meters in
the Punjab with the help of so many experts and seientists in the provines
or even getting them from Burope. By doing this the Government can also
lessen the burden of unemployment, and thousands of educated boys will
be abls to get employment in such factories and learn the work alse. But
the authorities have not aceepted this suggestion and have now begun acting
on their estimate of 5 1akhs by having ordered for the supply of 20,000 meters
from England. I may here point out that one meter costs abhout rapees Lfty
including the cost of putting it, The pity is that the Unionist Ministry
rogards our practical suggestions as moere criticism of their Government,
They are not inelined to attach any importance to our advice. I have quoted
only one instance of preparing meters in the country, but I can give five
hundred other instances of this kind provided the Government aro prepared
to lend their ear and carry them into effect. Just go out towards the Shala-
mar gardens and you would observe there a number of factories started by
private enterprisers at & cost of several lakhs of rupees. Conld not the Gov-
ernment take a leaf out of their history and follow suit ¢ I admit that in
the beginning it will add to the expenditure of the Government but we should
take a long view of the matter. In the end it will turn out to be a very
paying concern. It would be interesting to note here that, the private enter-
prisers have to work under the shadows of mutua) jealousies and mistrust.
People have to think twice before- becoming their purtners. Many a time
the agents gnd promoters misappropriate money and leave the factories
n ruinstion. There is no strict diseipline in those private factories and no
supervision with the exception of a few. But the Government can oasily
provide all these necessities, and assurances by keeping a striet super-
vision under honest qualified experts,

I would now turn my sttention to the educational system of our pro-
vince. Here we find that our Honourable Minister of Education is showing
some very keen interest in the promotion of primary education. But I
would like to inforrn him that the education should not be only bookish. It
should bear mtimate relation with our practical needs and difficulties. One
serious objection against the courses of studies that are prescribed for the
achools i3 that books difier with different schools, with the result that if the
parents of a hoy are transferred from one place to another, the boy has to
starh his studies afresh, and the parents have to spend money on new books
a3 the ones already bought by them aro no longer used in schools at the new
station. Thus a great wastage of money and boy’s time and energy takes
place. T would therefore, request that the Honourable Minister of Educa-
tion should see his way to prescribe one uniferm course of studies in all the
schools in the Punjab. At present the evil of prescribing different hooks
for the same class of students, is due to the favouritism shown by the edu-
eational suthorities to different publishers, Books of a certain firm are
preseribed not beeause they are very good in themselves but because the
owners of that firm have got to be patromised with commissions. That is
the way in which the Department of Education is working in our pro-

vince,
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fir, besides there being slready a question of Hindw and Muslim, a divi-
gion created some fifty years back, further undesirable developmenta are
taking place. Thero are now created further divisions among the people
that is those of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, Unionists and non-unionists,
agriculturists and non-agrieulturists and rural and urban, &e. Iam myself
an agriculturist and do certainly desire that the agriculturists should be
helped and abiana and land revenue should be reduced. I also approve
of the agrarian Bills, but Government should look to the difficultios that
they have créated fo: the zamindars and try to remove them. Previously
the small holders, when they felt the necessity of borrowing money for the
purchase of seed and other material, used to go to the village sahukar who
invariably accommodated them though at high rates and some unscrupulous
money-lenders took undue advantage of the poor zamindar, Bub now
when they go to him he asks them to go to those who have passed the ag-
rarian Bills. I think the Government would be well advised if they, besides
the co-operative banks already in existence, make some other arrangements
for mesting such requirements of the zamindars, My friends over there
eongider these Bills to be very useful for the zamindars but it appears that
they do not know what is happening in the countryside. Just go there and
see for yourself how the zamindars are faring.

Pir Akbar Ali: We do not belong to Lahore proper.

Mian Abdul Aziz: Probably Pir Sahib is under the impression that
because he travels so often between Lahore and Ferozepore, he is in & posis
tion to know all about the zamindars. But let xue tell him that I go about
the whole of the provinee. Tf Government have passed the agrarian legis-
lation with & view to benefiting the zamindars it is for them to adopt the
necessary measures to ensure the object underlying this legislation.

Now let me turn to the question of communalism due to educational
books. The present day communal riots are in fact due to our misleading
books. The books on history were originally written by persons interested
i oreating bad blood between different conmmunities, In these books Sivaji
hag been described as the deadly enemy of Islam and Aurangzeb as a
tyrant of the worst type and it is stated that the Sikhs committed untold
atrocities on Muslims. Though not a reader of history, I personally made
inquiries from & friend well acqusinted with history and found that these
wooful tales have very little basis in truth. Unless you destroy, nay proscribe
such misleading books you eannot infuse & spirit of nationalism in the minds
of the children which is essential for making them good citizens. This
question has not only been raised to-day but it was also raised on sOmo
previous occasion. and the Government appointed a sub-committes to g0
into this question.  Anyhow if action istaken on, the lines I have euggested,
I am sure we will succeed in establishing good relations between the varous
communities.

Again much has been said about corruption. We should not single
out the police or for the matter of that any other department for eriticism
on that score. I ask if there is any department where corruption is not
rampant. This curse has gons beyond all limits. I understand that a de-
partment is being created to combat this evil. But where is the gusrantee
that this department will remain immune from corruption ? I am aware
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that Govemment alone cannot ecompletely stamp out corruption from
the provinee, unless the people come forward and offer their fullest co-
operation in the matter. As a matter of fact corruption has assumed such
proportions that it appears well-nigh impossible to xoot it out. I can give
hundreds of specific instances where subordinate heads of offices have pro-
cured service to candidates on the condition that if the latter obtained &
job carrying with it say for instance a salary of one hundred rupees 8 month,
he would undertake to give Rs. 20 or so a month to the procurer. No
doubt you have issued a circular letter to the effect that if five
persons come forward with a complaint of corruption it shall be inquired
into. But nothing tangidle has been done so far in this respect. You
know, Sir, that under section 161, Indian Penal Code, & person who offers
bribe is as good a criminal as one who accepis it.
You cannot, therefore, expect anybody to come to you
to say that he gave bribe to such an officer because that wounld amount to a
eonfession of his own guilt. You should, therefore, find out some way oub
of this legal difficulty and try to encowrage, not liars, but honest people to
bring to your notice true cases of corruption without any fear of becoming
co-aceused themselves. But what does actuwally happen? If a complaint
of corruption is received against any official it is forwarded to the head
of the department to which that official belongs. Now how can you expect
any officer publicly to confess that his subordinates are corrapt ? The result
is that a report is made by the hLead of the department to the effect that
the allegations were on inquiry found to be absolutely baseless. And what
is more, the matter does not end here but the man who mado those alleg-
ations is hauled up under sections 182 and 211, Indian Penal Code. The
proper coursc to eradicate corruption is to allow honest persons fo bring all
cages of corruption to your notice and to punish the guilty offieials with
dismissal, though not judieially.

My honourable friend, Pir Akbar Ali has told us that the additional
police posted to the Ferozepore district to check crime was causing an n-
crease in crime in that district. He has explamed how the police officer
imporied dacoits to serve their own ends. The police in our province has
hopelessly failed to check crime and this department has a very bad repu-
tation in comnection with corruption. Whenever a report of theft, etc,
is received, a police officer goes to the place or village of occurrence in ques-
tion and the very first thing he does in the course of investigation is to insult
the poor victim of the theft by such remarks as would suggest that the theft
was committed by some person or persons of his household or who has
illicit connection with his womenfolk. Thus the poor fellow has to
placate this unscrupulous officer by offering some bribe. Then the sub-
inspector diverts his attention to other inhabitauts of the village or bad-
. mazhes of that illaga. A recourse to the third degree methods also helps
him to fill his purse, which in itself becomes another robbery and extor-
tion. I know that people are reluctant to co-operate with the police in
tracing criminals but here again the fault lies with the police itself. Its
treatment of the witness and the publie, is so objectionable that no
gelf-respecting person can have the courage to co-operate with i, I
drew the attention of the Government to all these things last year, but

L 2 "8
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I do not know whether anything has been done to improve this state
of affairs. [ am free to admit that police is absolutely necossary for -
maintaining peace and order but it must be given proper training. Those -
who have gone abroad know what a fine training is given to the police in
England, but here even the most regpectable man cannot expect any decent
treatment from the police, (Inferruption.) yes, even if it is a judge of the
High (ourt, who wants to have his report recorded.

Minister for Finance ;: It is tno general.
My, Speaker : The discussion is general.
Minister for Finance : Too general—almost pointless.

Mian Abdul Aziz : I am sorry that the Honourable Minister considers
it so, I am suggesting those things where you can eut down your expenses
to a great extent.

. Then I come to the difficulty faced by deserving young men in obtain
ng sny jobs in Government serviees on account of corruption, recommenda-
tions, favouritism and neoptism rampant in all departments. Even if a
‘young man tops the list of all the candidates in a test, an influential
person puts in his foot and gets his favourite appointed to the post.
Thus, all of a sudden, a certain candidate appears on the scene who even
did not put in an application. The people are very much disappointed with
this state of affairs. If all the Government servants who have completed
their 55 years of age, are made to retire, this will benefit the province in
two ways. Pirst, the younger generation will get employment and unemploy-
ment will decrease in the provines. Secondly, new men will get less pay
than is being drawn by older hands and there will be a lot of saving. The
Government does not take seriously the eriticism offered on behalf of the-
Opposition as they are perhaps of the opinion that eriticism from this side
comes more for the sake of eriticism. But Government shonld at least pay
serious attention to whai has dropped from the lips of the members of their
own party. Honourable Members from those benches subjected the budget
to severs criticism yostoerday as well as to-day. This should open the eyes
of the Government. (Hear, hear.)

Khan Bahadur Captain Malik Muzaffar Khan (Mianwali South,.
Muhammadan, Rural) (Urdw) |  The budget which the Honourable Finance
Minister and his subordinate officers have prepared this year is really com-
mendable. They deserve our heartfelt felicitations. It is all very well to
say thig or to say that by way of criticism. To do things with one’s own.
hand is really difficult. My friends on opposite benches are in a mood to
criticise everything that comes in their way.

Regarding problems of my district, first of all T will draw your attention_
to the Thal project. This scheme has been pending for so many years.
Whenever a question is put we are told that estimates are ready and all the-
various details of the scheme have been settled. Siill the projeet has not
been taken in band as yet. The people of my ilaga have now begun to think:
that perhaps this scheme has been abandoned in favour of the Bhakra Dam..
But I am siill of the opinion that the Thal project will be the first to be-
taken in hond. I hope the Honourable Minister will give a satisfactory reply-
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in the course of his specch to allay the doubtsand grievances of those who
10 afraid that the scheme has been dropped. ]

Then coming to roads I have to repeat what I have been saying every
year. The 65 miles of road between Khushab and Mianwali enjoy the
‘unique distinetion of being the unmetalled part of that road. Every year
wo are told that this road has been included in the programme for metalling
of roads, but it is still unmetalled. I would snggest to the Government that if
1t i3 not possible to metal the whole of it at once let it be divided into three
or four parts and metalled one part at a time at suitable intervals. Is it
not strange that in my district which has an area of about 6 thousand square
miles there are only 19 miles of metalled road 2 This road is very important
‘0ot only from the political point of view but from the point of view of com-
munications as well. I sherefore, request the Honourable Minister for
Public Works who has been returned unopposed from that side and who is a
great rais in that part of the province, to do something in the matter. You
‘are spending so much on other districts and it is high time that you should
-give my distriet its due share,

Now I coms to the Government Rakhs some of which are lying unculti-
vated and some have becn given on temporary cultivation to the retired
military officers and other sufedposhes for their eritorious services. In
thig eonnection I may be permitted to point oué that large tracts of lands
have been eroded by the action of the river in the Bhakkar Tehsil. The poor
-agriculturists are left with no land to cultivate and eke out their livelihood.
These landless people are in dire need of land. As if this misery was not
enough, unkind nature has caused the river to change its course and thus
bring further ruination of the cultivable land, in villages, Lak, Majoka,
Murani, Gujja, Darya-Khan and Khoawar, etc. In this behalf, the Goy-
ernment ean do & lot o alleviate the sufferings of the people by distributing
some land which is at present lying as grazing area, among the landless people
-of Mianwali district. I may add that the Government will not only earn
the gratitude of the destitute people of Misnwali but will also replenish its
provincial exchequer by receiving land revenue from them. Thus it will be
t0 the benefit of both the Government as well as the zamindars.

Another important matter to which I would like to refer is that with
the supply of canal water in this distriet, the people of Mianwali have to
-gain a lot.  But for God’s sake do not overlook the rights of the residents of
the Mianwali district while the.question of allotment of land comos up he-
fore the Government. The inhabitants of Misnwali have the greatest right
and elaimi on this area. They have so often offered their blood for this
ilaga. Thoy have fought for it and have made so many other sacrifices in
this connection. Let not the Government send outsiders to settle ther,
The local zamindars should be given the land in preforence to all outsiders.
I earnestly appeal to the Government not to transport any poisonous mattex
from here to that district. The land should be given to the local agricul-
turists on easy conditions and long instalments. Qur loyal district which
‘has all along stood by the Government through thick and thin should be
.given the greatest consideration. I am making most earnest appeals and the
Pity i8 that the Honourable Ministers are not listening and are busy in con-
wersation. (Cheers.) But it is geatifying to note that the Honourable Promio~
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hasnow returned into the Chamber. I am very fortunate in this regpect..
1 repeat the request that I have already made to the Government that
the people of Misnwali should be given Rakhs Land of Kalurkot, Piplan,.
Naegir, Taloker, Kundian and Wanbachran.

Mr, Speaker : The honourable member is not discussing the budget
a3 & whole or any question of principle involved therein. He is making
requests that tho Government should give grants for various purposes.

Khan Bahadur Captain Malik Muzaffar Khan : Sir, my submission.
is that the question involved is very important for the inhabitants of the
. Mianwali district. It is a question of lifo and death to them. However if
I have wandered far from the point, I beg your pardon. In obadience to.
your ruling I am prepared to leave this point here. But the fact stands
that the people of Mianwali have been ruined and none comss forward to.
listen to their wosful tale or redress their grievances and salleviate their mani-
fold sufferings. Even here the Honourable Ministers are not paying heed.
to what I am submitting. (Laughter.) People have bescome landless and
* the Government should come to their rescue us these people have been very
loyal to the Government. The Government is fully aware of the fact that
gramblight has worked horrors in my district,

Premiey : The claims of Mianwali distriet will have priority over the-
claims of all other districts of the Panjab.

Khan Bahadur Captain Malik Muzafiar Khan : During the last
two years, besidos the failure of crops, an area extending over 70,000 acres
was not eultivated. My district is likoly to £all in the grip of & severe famine..
The plight of the zamindars is pitiable. I, thercfore, request that taceavi
loans already granted to them should be remitted. There iz no hope for
the Rharif crops as well. Thousands of cattle have died of small-pox.
When this is the state of affairs the Government wounld be well advised if
they remit the faccavi loans as also the fixed land revenue which is being
charged in tahsil Bhakhar and the remaining two tahsils of the district and
grant them more taccavi. The people of Mianwali district are face to face
‘with a serious situation on account of the scarcity of water. There are

about sixty drinking ponds at the foot of the hills in tahsils Mianwali and.

Isnkhel. There are no wells, Al human beings, donkeys and horses drink
at these kache ponds and consequently get diseases by this emulsion of
water. I therefors request that these ponds should be made pacca and
one thousand rupees should be given for each pond. If that is done the
water will not stagnate but will be fit for human consumption. You enjoy
cold drinks here. (Laughfer) But you cannot realise the difficnlties of
these poor people. When you spend lakhs of rupees on luxuries why do
you grudge spending a fow thousands on providing an ordinary nécessity of
life to these poor people ? My district is snxiously awaiting the visit of the
Honourable Premier.

Then, 8ir, it is known ¢o the Government and the honourable
members that ours is the poorest district board in the province and this year
it is faced with a deficit of fourteen thousand rupees. I assure you, Sir, that
it is not possible to wipe out this deficit by any scheme of retrenchment.

-
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Hospitals, education, veterinary hospitals are all erying for more money,
and there is no secope of retrenchiment in our expenditure, [ would, therefore
request the Government to grant this sum of Rs. 14,000 to the Mianwali-
distriet board and thus relieve it of the financial difficulties. When others
are treated so generously & pallry sum of fourteen thousand should not be
grudged to my poor disirict. I hope the Honourable Minister for Finance
who is always so considerate and sympathetic will see his way to grant this
‘sum to owr distriet board.

Another matter to which T want to draw your attention is the question
of fees for rifle licences. Although the Mianwali distriet does not belong to
the Frontier provinee, yet practically speaking it is not different from the
Frontier areas in any respeet, Take for instance the Jirga system. While
this system has been abolished in the Frontier districts it is still in existence
in my district. Life and property are never free from danger in this district.
‘Only the other day dacoits came to my village witl the intentions of looting
a Hindu townsman of mine. Although they did net succced iny their ne-
farious designs and they had already gone when I reached the spot with some '
relatives to help the intended vietim, yet the fact remains that life and
property of the inhabitants of the district are always in danger. Hxcept
my relatives and few Hindus none else was armed as they have not the
necessary facilities. 1 would, therefore, request the Government to give
more facilities in obtaining licences and also to exempt from the game tax
all the licensees whose only object in obtaining a licence is self-defence.

In the end T wish to say just a word with regard to what my honourable
friend Dr. Satyapal was ploased to remark. He said that Sir Sikander's
Government was doomed to a very speedy fall on account of its repressive
policy and other defects. But let me tell him that this Government has
done so much good to the province that the prayers of the people are sure
to be with it and, therefore, its prestige and popularity are sure to be ever
on the increase. (Heor, hear.)

Tikka Jagjit Singh Bedi (Montgomery East, Sikh, Rural) (Urdu)*
8ir, I have listened very carefully to the speeches of the honourable members
opposite in general and to the one delivered by my honourable friend Mian
Abdul Aziz in particular. I hope the Honourable Mian Sahib will excuse
me, but I must say that the speech made by him on the floor of this House
would have been made with much greater effect and propriety in a publie
meeting. He is a very clever lawyer and, therefore, when he found. that
his case was very woak he at once decided to throw to winds all rules of
relevency and tried to win over the sympathy of the assessors by appealing
t0 their sentiments.

At this stage the Assembly adjourned 6l 2 p.m. on Thursday, 16tk
March, 1939. ‘

562 Plid=020-—27-4.30=tGPF Lahore,
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
FIFTH BESSION OF THE lst PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY..

Thursday, 16th March, 1989,

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at 2 .M. of the clock. M.
Speaker in the chair.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

BEPRESENTATION OF MyusniMse IN DigTricr Boarp, JULLUNDUE.

683. Mian Abdul Rab: Will the Honourable Minister of Public
Works be pleased to state—

{#) whether he has received s written ropresentation from the Muslims
of the Jullundur District in connexion with their under-
ropresentation in the services of the District Board, Jullundur,
if 30, the action taken or proposed to be taken by the Govern-
mtent in the matter :

(b) whether s deputation waited upon him in this connexion or ap-
plied to wait upon him ; if 30, with what result ?

The Honourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan
Tiwana : (a) Cortain Muslims of Jullundur addressed Government in
February last protesting against the proposal of the Jullundur district
board to appoint a non-Muslim as their seoretary. The protest will be taken
into consideration when the distriet board apply for the approval of
Government to the appointment of their candidate under section 27 of the
District Boards Act.

(&) I do not recollect having received any such request or deputation
specifically wanting to represent in favour of appointing a Muslim secretary
of the Jullundur district board.

ComprainTs BY RaM Sarur AND Ram PansEap, ORDERLIER AGAINS?
Latir Suam, Juntor Sus-Jupeh.

684. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: With reference to the reply te-
unstarred question No. 624, will the Honourable Premier be pleased
to state —

(a} the nature of the allegations that the two orderlies made to the
genior sub-judge ; -

(») whether he held any inquiry into the matter ; if so, the resuit
thereof ; .

Wolume VIT, page 26.
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(6 which of the two orderlies was asked te tender an apology to the
other who was subordinate to kim ;

{d) the reasons for not punishing the other orderly for making false
allegations against this officer ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat Khan.: (4) The com.
plaint of the orderlies was that the judge had spoken roughly to them.

() No formal proceedings in the nature of a departmental inquiry were
‘undertaken.

{¢) The apology was made to the judge, not to the other orderly. (It
is not the practice to mention names in such cases),

(@) As mentioned in the reply to the earlier question the whole affair
was of a trivial character, and it wag not thonght necedsary to take further
steps in regard to the orderly who had in the meantime been transferred.

Aup- AssISTANT BURGEONE SERVING IN VARIOUS HOSPITALS IN THE PUNJAB,

685. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister of
Fducation be pleased to lay on the table of the Houge—

(a} a list of sub-assistant surgeons corrected ap to date serving in
the Punjab and those among them who are serving in the dis-
pensaries ander various district boards ;

{t) the number of ecataract and other operations done ai the
hospitals at Berri, Gojre and Muakerian, district Rohtak,
during the years 1983, 1984, 19385, 1936, 1937 and 1998 and

the amount realised by these hospitals from the patients and
received as donations, separately ;

{#) the number of sub-assistant surgeons, compounders, dressers,
bhighties, ete., actnally employed at Bangs, Berri and Mukerian
and the number sanctioned for these hospitals, respectively ;

{d) the number of cataract and other oporations performed at the
Civil Hospital, Banga, district Jullundur, and the amount

realised from the patients and donations received during the
lagt five years ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : The labour involved in collest-

ing the mformation 18 not commensurate with the results to be achieved
therefrom.

Civin SECRETARIAT, LAHORE,

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable
Premier be pleased to state whether any persone belonging to the Mianwali

-district are employed in the clerical eatablishment of the Civil Secretariat,
Liahore, if so, how many ?
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The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : I regrot that
the answer to this question is not yet ready.

Nen-MusLim OFFICERS POSTED Fo Tavagang anp Pinvignas.

687. Malik Barkat Ali: Will the Honourahle Premier ba pleased
to state whether it is a fact that, the tahsildar, naib-tahsildar, sub-inspector
-of police, head master, Governmeni high school, and assistant surgoon ab
present posted to Talagang, and the additional distriet magistrate, the
sub-judge, the inspector of police, and the prosecuting sub-inspector
posted to Pindigheb sub-division in the Atiock distriet are all non-Muslims,
being either Hindus or Sikhs, if so, since when are these officers poated to
these places and whether it is intended to replace at least some of them by
Muslim officers at an early date ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : I is not correst
that the Tahsildar, Talagang, is a non-Muslim, nor is there any Additional
District Magisirate, Pindigheb. The other officers referred to0 are noa-

-Muslims and the dates of their postings to the Pindigheb sub-division are as
follows : —

1. Naib-Eshsitdar, Talsgang . . ++ 6th Augvat, 1937.

2. Bub-Tuspector of Police, Talagang - .. 16th Detober, 1928,
3. Head Master, Government High School Talagang .. 25th Beptembar, 1035,
4. Assistant Surgeon in charge Civil Hoapital, Talagang 7th August, 1938,

5. BSubordinate Judge, Pindigheb . . . +«  4th October, 1938.

6. Officiating Inspector of Police, Pindigheb ++ 22nd January, 1839.
7. Prosecusing Sub-Inspector of Polics, Pindigheb .. 6th June, 1938,

It is not in public interest to raake any announcement in reply te
. Assembly questions about transfer of officers,

GRANTS-IN-AID TQ DENOMINATIONAY, SOHOOLS I[N PHE PUNJAR.

688. Malik Barkat Ali: Will the Honourable Ministor of Education

- be pleased to state the total amount of grants-in-aid given to (i) the aided

Indian schools, eonirolled and managed by the Muslim community of the

_province during 1937-38 and (1) the aided Indian schools controlled and

managed by the Hindu and Sikh commaunities of the province during the
same pariod, respectively ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : The honourable member is
-veferred to the printed statemeni of grants-in-aid sancbioned for aided

- schools during the years 1983-84 to 1937-33, a copy of which has already
. been supplied to him.

INQUIRY AGAINST "THE TAHSIELDAR AT JHAJFAR.

689. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the Honourable Minister of
- Revenue be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a departmental inquiry
+was held recently against the Tabsildar, Jhajjar, who put 3 number of

B2
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zamindars of village Bhadani (J bajjar) in lock-up, while a Risaldar pensioner-
was offering to stand aa surety for them ; if 50, who condueted the inquiry
and what was its resnit ¢

The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia: An enquiry has.
been recently held by the revenue agsistant into the application mentioned. .
The inquiry is yet incomplete.

Emerson Correae, MuLTan axp TracHING 0P PUNJARL

690. Sardar Ajit Singh: Will the Honourabls Minister of Eduea.--
tion be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the Emerson
College, Multan, does not provide for the study of Punjabi in the College
in spite ¢f wany reprosentations from the loeal Singh Sabha and the-
stodents of the mstitution ; if so, why, and the action Governmens
propose to take in the matter 9 :

The Homourable Mian Abdul Haye : Yes. The question of in-
troducing the subjeet in the Emerson College, Multan, was considersd in
1987, at the request of the Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Multan Cantonment and
the Educational Committee of the Chief Khal Diwan, Amritsar. The
proposal bad to be dropped as the number of students willing to take the
subject did not justify the expenditure to be involved.

KEPRESENTATIONS FOR THE REDRESS oF GRIBVANCES RECEIVED RBY
Hownourarre Minisrens.

691, Lala Duni Chand: Will the Honourable Premior he pleased
to state the averge number of representations monthly, weekly and daily
received either in the form of letters or from the public by each of the Honour-
able Ministers during the year 1938, for the redress of grievances with the
action taken on each sach representation 9

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : No record is-
kopt of such representations. The honourable member s asked to see
in thig connestion the reply given to his *question *8668 in the last antumn
gegsion,

ANNUAL cos1s oF PuNiTive PoLrIck PosTs QUARTERED IN LatorEe
AND OTHER DIvisions.

692. Dr, Sant Ram Seth: Will the Honourable Premior be pleased
to lay on the table of the House a statement giving separately the annual
sosts of the punitive police posts located in Lahore, Jullandur, Maltan
and Rawalpindi divisions from March, 1997, to February, 1989 ¢

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : A statoment, is.
appended.

Wol. VIL, page 331.
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BerrpspNTATION BY MUNSHI AND OTHEERS FOR FROFPER
DISTRIBUTION OF THE WESTEEN JUMNA CANATL.

$93. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Will the Honourable Minister:
of Revenue be pleased 1o state whether he is aware of the fact that one
Munshi and other Brahmins of willage Muana Kaithal, tahsil Karnal,
applied some six months ago to the authorities concerned for the propet-
distribution according warabandi of canal water of the Western Jumna
Canal and the matter is pending since then before the Deputy Commigsioner:
and the Execntive Engineer, Delbi and Karnal Division ; if so, the reasons
for this unusnal delay and when the applieation is expeeted to be disposed
of ?

The Honourable Dr. Sic Sundar Singh Majithia : No. Warabands
was sanctioned in May, 1987. During 1988 some zamiudars applied for
acquisition of land for a watercourse. Notices were served on the owners of
the land and as two objections were received by the Deputy Commissioner,
enquiry had again to be made for disposal of the sawe, which is the cause-
of delay. The case is expected to be disposed of by the Deputy Commis--
gioner in March, 19389,

MuxiopAL AND NoTiFiep AREa CoMMITIEES IN THE CITY OF
(QuJrart.

§94. Dr. Satyapal: Will the Honoursble Minister of Public Works:
be pleaged to state—

() the reasons why there are three municipal and notified area com-
mittees in the city of Gujrat ;

(b) whether the Government have reccived memorials expressing -
that this arrangement has adversely affected the trade of that
place ; if 50, what action has been taken on them so far ?

The Honourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan:
Tiwana : (8) The amangement was administratively convenient at the
time it was made.

(b) Yes ; the matter iz under consideration.

EXPENDITURE ON FATEHRWAL MURDER CASE.

695. Dr. Satyapal: Will the Honourable Premier be pleased to.
state—

(a) the expenses so far incurred in connexion with the Fatehwal .
murder Case ;
(5} the number of persons originally arrested and finally convicted ;
{¢) kow long these persons were kept in eustody who were finally
acquitted by the learned sessions judge ?
The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (@) Approxi--
mately Rs. 63,000

(b) 48 arrested : 7 convicted.
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(¢) The number of persons committed to the sessions was 38, out of
whom T were oomvicted. Of the remaining 26, 18 had been in ocustody
sines March last year, the rest from various dates in April and May. The-
tllgegr acquitting and releasing them was pronounced on the 13th Febrnary, -

Arrnrtamon ov 8. Gurpiar Singm G J. V.

696, Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Will the Honourable Minister of
Education be pleased to stete whether he received an application on or about.
20th Noyember, 1988, and then reminders on or abont 20th Dacember, 1988,
snd again on or about 6th January, 1989, from 8. Gurdial 8ingh Gill, J. V.

of villgge Dalla, tahsil Moga, district Ferozepore ; if so, what does he propose-
to do in the matter ¢

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : An application from Sardar
Gurdisl Singh was received and it was forwarded o the Inspector of Schools,
Jullundur Division for disposal. No reminder was received.

QUESTION HOUR.

Premier : Sir, in consultation with my honourable friend the Leader:
of the Opposition I have to suggest that we might dispense with the gmes-
tion hour to-day in view of the desire expressed by several gentlemen on.
that side to speak. I believe some of the Ministers will also speak to-day.
The remaining time after the question hour will not be sufficient to enable:
them all to take part in the general discussion. I therefore move—

That the question hour be diapensed with to.day.
The motion was put and carried unanimously.

POINT OF ORDER RE NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS.
Mian Muhammad Nurullah : On a point of order. To-day is 8.
Thursday. Rule 18 lays down-—

On Thursdays business other than Government business shall bave precedence. On-

ali other days no buainess other than Government businesa shall be transacted
except with the consent of the Lesder of the Houss ;

Provided that on a motion made after o day’s notice by a Minister this rule may be-
%lfpeuded and the Assembly may transact Government bosiness oo »
ursday.

The rule is imperative and I think no general discussion should take-
place. This day which is meant for non-official business must be reserved
for non-official business.

Mr. Speaker : Please refer to rule 181 under which the Governor
fixes these days and not the Premier.

Mian Mubammad Nurullah : What about rule 18 ?

There js no exoeption for Thuredays. The Governor has no right to-
do that. Under section B4 of the Govéernment of India Act no rules bave
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been made. The rules are to be made by the Governor with the consent
.of the Speaker, The Speaker has not been consulted. At any rate no such
rules have been published so far.

Mr. Speaker : Rules were promulgated by His Excellency the
-Governor and they are still in force. The new rules, which were to be made
by him in consultation with the Speaker, have not been made yet, and
‘therefore the interim rules are in force.

BUDGET—GENERAL DISCUSSION.

Sir William Roberts (European) : Sir, as I am an ardent admirer of
the many great qualities of the Finance Minister, I do not propose to take up
‘the time of the House by praising the budget. I prepose instead to offer
.gome criticism and also a number of suggestions.

I think this budget should have refleeted the economic condition of the
province more clearly than it hag done. I have no doubf that the Finance
Minister will tell me that the fact that it is a deficit budget is sufficient answer
to that criticism. T would like to remind honourable members that the bulk
-of the money comes from the agriculturists of the province. As compared
with last year the Punjab farmer will receive about 2 crores less for his cotton
erop and about 5 crores less for his wheat erop. I make this caleulation
-on the basiz of eight annas crop per maund. Two years ago, that is in
19386-37, he received 5% crores more for his cotton crop alone than he has
received this vear. During the last two years the chief contributors to the
financial stability of the Punjab Government have been passing through a
very severe economic erisis, and I would like eeriously to suggest to
-Government that there should have been something in the budget showing
that Government were considering some form of general remission. I admit
that a great deal has been done for the Hissar famine and other individual
.calamities in other parts of the province. Nothing has been done in a general
way to reduce, particularly the water rates or to put them on a shding
geale, When, water rates were raised in 1924 prices were ahout three times
what they are to-day and yet only comparatively & small reduction in water
rates was made before the present Government came into power. The only
relief which the agriculturists have had has been from the Central Govern-
aent and that has been given in a step-motherly manner. The re-imposi-
tion of duty on forcign wheat has been very beneficial and raised the prices
by eight annas per maund or 5 crores for the whole Punjab wheat crop.
We would never, 1 admit, have had this protection but for the Punjab
‘(Government and particularly the Premier's forceful backing. I would like
to point out, however, that the old duty was taken off last March and only
partly re-imposed in November, too late for the Panjab farmers and only
benefiting the merchants. Again, it is only in foree up to March, 1940. In
aher words the farmer is to enjoy this benefit for one year only. I do not
know of a single instance where the Gentral Government have given protec-
tion to an industry of this kind for one year only. No other indusiry has
been treated in this step-motherly manner. We are entitled to some security
and stability of the agricultural industry. This is the time when the Punjab
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Government should press for protection for a period of five years. We.
must be assured that we shall not be suffering due to import of foreign
wheat free of duty. - =

Pressure from the Punjab Government has been a factor in influencing
the Central Government to impose an extra tax on imported foreign cotton.
When, the first tax of half-anna per pound on imported cotton, wag ntro-
duced in 1982 or thereabout, the production of staple cotton, capable of
Spinning up o 40 counts, in the Punjab and Sind was 20,000 bales and now
it is over 4} lakhs of bales, so that the first imposition of half anna resalted
in a large increase in the growth of staple cotton. Even the present tax,
with an increase of an extra half anua is under 20 per cent. of the value
‘of the raw material, and actually the value of tinished products is only af-
feoted a little more than 8 per cent. by the 10 per cent. addition to the import
tax. The manufacturing industry, therefore, can well afford this tax as they
receive protection of 50 per cent.  In other words, we pay Rs. 3 for a piece.
-of cloth which would otherwise only cost Rs. 2. _

There are one or two other criticisms which I wounldlike to make, more m
the form of suggestions. Oneis with regard tothe way in which the Punjab
-Government make out their statement of indebtedness, I would draw your
attention to the fact that 81 crores belonging to provident fund and other
loes! funds, which were handed over by the Government of India, should
be put down as a debit as definitely as possible, just like the banks which
put down their accounts and not in the form of reduction of forsign debts
.or outside debts of the Government. I may mention this because it is very
necessary that those who subscribe to these funds should-feel absolutely
safe. '

The other matter which I wonld like to mengion, is with regard to audit.
I would very much like the Honourable Finance Minister to go into the ques-
tion of cost of audit of the local bodies. I am myself aware of the fact that
central banks are charged 10 per cent. of the profits for audit. A small
.concern, for exsmple, making Rs. 20,000 profit with a working capital of
6 or 7 Jakhs, will be charged Rs, 2,000, You can get the very best outside
.commercial audit in the open market at Rs. 250 or Rs. 800. To charge
Rs. 2,000 for it is only another way of paying for inflated staff and is a
vieious form of taking in one another’s washing. Not only that, but these
.central banks have to pay the provincial co-operative union 10 per cent.
.of the profit made on the sale of securities. Even if the banks offer to put
the whole of the profit into reserve, they still have to pay 10 per cent. to the
.central union, I consider that the question of establishing agricultural
ceredit is one of the greatest problems for the future, especially in view of
the legiglation which has been earried through during the last few years.
I must say that this system of heavy charge for audit is militating against
the reduction of interest for agriculturists and should be taken vigorously
in Hand.

Before closing, I would like to mention that in spite of my criticism
I would like to emphasise that great many mercantile communities in ofher
provinces are looking to the Punjab as offering more stability and more
security for the development of their business than any neighbourmg pro-
vince. (Hear, hear.) There is much evidence that business men regard
ithe Punjab’s finances and the Government a3 comparatively stable, so much
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#o that they are anxious in sther provinees to come here and agsigt in the-
commercial development of this province. That is a healthy sign and the
public at large have confidence in our Ministers and in our Gevernment.
(Hear, hear.)

Premier : May I suggest to the Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

to take part in the debate at a fairly early stage in order that he may get
hig full share of time.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: I do not want to speak at this stage--
1 would like to speak at 4 o’clock,

Mian Abdul Rab (Jullandur South, Muhammadan, Rural) (Urdee) :
Bir, this is the third budget presented by the Unionist Government since
the advent of democracy. 1 bave intervened in its general diseussion in ordey
to cast a glance at it from the point of view of the zamindar for whom the
Government is ever so lond in its professions of oral sympathy and for whose
weifare the Honourable Ministers have developed the habit of shouting
“Ingilab Zindabad.” Now let us see the plight of the poor zamindars and .
the provisions in the budget for the amelioration of their condition. So-
far as the plight of zamindars is concerned I hardly need dilate on it at any
great length. It is well-known to honourable members that financially
and econontically the zamindar of the Punjab is on his last legs. The fall
in agricaltural prices and the constant drain on his meagre resourees have
relieved him of almost all his menev and other household property in the-
form of ornaments, ete, His holdmgq are no longer economic. In fact
he is in & sad plight. The day before vesterday the honourable lady member, .
Mrs. Shah Nawaz, spoke on the budget and the most prominent characteristie
of her speech was that each and everv sentence of hers began and ended
with congratulations for the Honourable Mmister for Finance and the-
Government as & whole. Now it is my turn to congratulate her for playing
the sister so exquisitelv.  Whether a brother is good or bad, a sister is
always prepared to bless him.  (Laughier.) But I feel constrained to tell
her that I canmot sec my way to agree with her. This budget provides no
remedy for the ills of the suffering zamindars. Our Government is in the
position of a medieal board. Tt has been holding consultations for the last
three years, but so far as the patient, .e., the poor zamindar is concerned
his condition can be described very tersely and acceurately in the hemi-
gtich :— us l;J U e L lh)-.} e
The value of a tree can be judged from its fruat and the proof of o good.
pudding lies in it taste and, therefore, the solicitude of this Government for
the welfare of the zamindars can be very well judged from their plight after
this Government of zamindars hag been in office for two years and is
presenting its budget for the third time. I know that our Ministers have-
to rack their brains to think of o good and efficacious medicine for their
unfortunate patients and this hard labour is telling upon their health. The
result 1s that this quest for o suitable preseription takes them to many
places and they have to face all sorts of troubles and difficulties in this-
connection. For ingtance sometimes in the words of Akbar—

il Lo o SIS PS5 i i L gy
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And then finding that they cannot think of a good prescription in the-
heat of plains they take the trouble of running to Simla, to & cold clomate.

Premier : The honoursble member may rest assured that this year
they will not be put to the inconveniences of & journey to Simla.

Misn Abdul Rab: Very good. But what about the Ministers ?
hope they will also stay in the plains.

Now, may I ask what new heavens have been created for the zavaindars.
by this so called * Zamindara Government "2 It may be said that Rome-
was not built in a day. True. But the work could at least bo started. We-
have been seeing the same heavy volumes containing estimates for three
years, but there iz nothing in these budgets which may be pointed out as.
marking any difference from the budgets of the old bureaucratic Governments.
T am not talking of the welfare of the non-agriculturists. The Govermment
has never professed any solicitude for their welfare. DBub their condition.
alko ean be judged from that of the zamindars—

~lyt S e el S

The Government was pleased to appoint a Revenue Committee and we-
were asked to pin our hopes to the recommendations of that gomuriittee..
Tt has submitted its report but we do not find any trace of any effect of the-
recommendations contamed in that report on any of the three budgets pre-
sented by this Government. [ think the remaining two budgets will have-
been presented before the consideration of that report comes to & close and.
thus the committee will provide a fine example of

There is another argument advanced on behalf of the Government and we
are told that even the Congress Governments have not effected any reduc-
tion in land revenue. This is the argument of & person who has no argument
to offer in support of his case. Suppose you scold s person for standing’
stark naked in a public street or for abusing any one who comes in his way..
Do you think you will be satisfied with his arguments if he were to say
that there were so many others standing naked in the next street and fling-
ing abusive language on the people just as he was doing ? Ceriainly not.
Why do you bother about the Congress provinces? You should stick to
your own promises and resolutions passed in the Lyallpur Conference which

was attended by almost all the members of your partv and was presided
over by the Honourable Premier.

Again it is said that the income of the province does not admit of any
reduction in land revenue. It is asked where the money is to come from.
to make up the deficiency in the exchequer in case land revenue is reduced.
as desired. I submit that it is no business of ours to provide money to the
Government before putting forward & proposal. Tt is their business to fulfil
their promises. The public funds are in their hands and they are provided
by the public with money to the extent of 12 crores every year. But. even so-
let. me suggest that if they apply the axe to their princely salaries and huge
allowances and also to the top heavy administration they will find money
encugh to fulfil their promises. Now, the zamindar is groaning under four:
bu.r_den.s, i.¢., land revenue, local rate, malba and chaukidara tax. In ad-
dition to these if he wants to do some business on & very small scale in order
to augment his meagre income the district board jumps on his neck withits
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professional tax and if he is rveally successful in increasing his income there
comes the Qentral Government to demsnd its share in the form of income
tax, Buat on the other hand if we ask our Government to abolish malba,
they are afraid that the lambardars may not take strong exception to such
& atep, and if it is reguested to reduce land revenue and water rates the
Government at once says that it has no money. Still this is 4 Government
of the zamindars for the zamindars.

We do noi know what they have done with the report of the Revenue
Committes. The Retrenchment Committee will presumably conclude it
labours in another two years. Then, as regards the salaries and wages I .
sabmtb that it is the duty of the Government to see that no literate person,
is given a salary less than Rs. 30. (Hear, hear.)

I would now like to say a word regarding the principle which should
underly the fixation of pay of the Government officials. I wish that no edu-
cated employess of the Government should get less than Rs. 30 as his monthly
salary. (Gheers.) The state of affairs at present is deplorable. Quite a
large number of publie servants are being underpaid while big officers are
provided with huge salaries. Tven if the Honourable Ministers have
determined to furn o deaf enr to all we say, and even if they have become
stone-hearted, they should at least pity their own orderlies who wailt upon
them from morming till midnight but do not get sufficient to wmake their
both ends meet. They are paid at the rate of Rs. 14 per month ; how low!
Took at the poor peons employed in this very office of the Assembly. Look
at the patwaris’ pay. The Ministers should take pity on them and improve
their salaries. It 1s no good saying in reply to this that the peons or pat-
waris in the United Provinees used to get less than what they are paid in
the Punjab. The guestion is not that. The question iz whether the present
Government, since it canie into office, has improved the existing grades at
sll. Why do they take pride in what the previous Government consisting
of alien people had done? Have you brought about any nnprovement
since von assumed power in this provinee? The answer is, “no.’’ In
this connection I am reminded of a story of a friend of mine who wasa lawyer
and wanted a elerk., The two qualifications which he wanted his clerk to
possess were that he should in the first place be a matriculate; secondly,
he should be half honest and half dishonest. I was astonished at this second
demand and enquired the reason for it. My friend told me that a cens
per cent honest man was hard to be found and eonsequently he was prepared
to accept & man who would be honest to the extent of fitty per cent and for
the rest he may mind his business of earning his livelihood. T would ear-
nestly appeal to the Honourable Mimisters to put into practice aé least
50 per cent of their pledges and sympathy and for the remaining 50 per cent
they may go on expressing lip smypathy with the poor zamindars of the
province, If they do this much, I for one would be satisfied with them like
my lawyer friend whose example I have quoted just now. (Cheers.) In
this way they will be able to win the confidence of the people and will at the
same time gain their personal ends, as i3 suggested by & poet in Urdu—

~Ale DIF wnt Pl S0y & ee Ll
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I will now refer very briefly to zome of the outstanding ovils that are
still rampant in the Punjab in spite of provineial autonomy. First and
foremost is the institution of honorary magistrates. Our Government
should abolish this system as soon as possible. Then, there is corruption
m all the public services. Nothing effective has so far been done by the
Unionist Ministry to uproot this evil and thus purge the public services of
this most aborinable evil. Again, the mentality of the Government officers
15 still the same as it was before. They take themselves to be lords of the
people and not their servants. Further, crime has shown no decline. On
the other hand it is on the increase. Theft and dacoities in particular are
rampant. Communal tension exists as before. I fail to see any improvement
brought about by the Unionist Government. However there is one matter
on which T may congratulate the Honourable Ministers and it is that the
differences between the agrieulturists and the non-agriculturists have become
acute to an undesirable degree. (Ironical cheers from the Treasury benches.).

My honourable friend, Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana, observed the
day before yesterday that the Unionist Government were moving very
slowly. I may give one example of their being very slow. They came to
power in the Punjab on the 1st of April, 1987, and could not supply us with
a “ Digtribution statement of work * till 1989, In fact they could not get
the list published for these two long years or else they could not distribute
the work amongst themselves. That ndicates their speed. There is trouble
in the prevince due t0 unemployment and yet our Governmaent pays no heed
to this dire need of the starving people. Tnstead of doing some useful work
they have come forward with a book relating to the eighteen months of
provincial autonomy in the Punjab in the fashion of the Punjabi poets who
used to give us baran mak, that is, relating to the twelve months—I mean
by their book eighteen months (atharan mah) the book that has been pub-
lished by the newly appointed Director of Information Buresn at public
expense, wherein pictures of people, dining, are given. When you cannot
provide the poverty-stricken masses with food, what is the use of showing
them the photos of persons dining. In this conneotion I am reminded of a
low Urdu couplets written by the well-known poet Mr. Hafees Jullundhri.
They are as follows :—
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As to the figures so often quoted by the Honourable the Education
Miniater showing the promotion of education among the adults, I am BOITY t0
observe that they are all bogus. In fact adult education has not been pro-
moted in the province.
Tuming to the Haveli Project I may be permitted to point out that
although warm felicitations have baen ghowered on the Government for the
completion of this scheme and though the enginsers respongible for this

Lave been congratulated from every corner, yet it remains to be seen ag to
whether it will prove successful and stand the test of actual utility. Let us
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wait till water rung into the channels and till the head works stand the

surmmer floods. It is premature to praise the work without having tried
itup. 1f it proves successful, 1 will be the first to congratulate the Govern-
ment and its officers who have saved so much time and money. But let us
wait and see. 1 remember having read in some paper that a portion of the
head works was demaged recently.

Premier : [n which paper did my honourable friend read that news,
bv the way ?

Mian Abdul Rab : I cannot give the accurate reference off hand,
but most probably it was the Civil and Military Gezette.  Kindly have
patience. If the Haveli canal begins to run suceessfully, I will not lag
behind in paying a handsome tribute to the Government for this aceom-
plishment.

In the end, sir, T thank you wholeheartedly for having given me opportu
nity to express my views about tho budget. With these words, Bir, I resume
my seat.

Minister for Education (The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye) : Sir, 1
feel tempted to take notiee of the speech which has just now been delivered
by the honourable member from Jullundur. But many a speech has been
delivered in that strain and one was by the honourable member from
Ludhisna. To me it looked that he was in the position of an acensed person
suomitting Lis defence and explanation. But I presume he chose a wrong
venue and before long he may bave an opportanity to repeat all that he
said ahout high officials of Government on the floor of this House in another
place (An honourable member :  Where ?)

Diwan Chaman Lall : Will the Honourable Minister explai what he
means by the words * another plice.”

Mr. Speaker : Will the Honourable Minister please answer the
question ?

Minister : 1 am not gong to answer it.

Diwan Chaman Lall : On a point of order. A very serious agpersion.
has been cast upon an honcurable member of this House by my honourable
friend, perhaps wnwittingly. May I agk if my henourable friend iz now
willing to withdvaw that ~tatement that he has made, the threat that he has
givengn view of the fact that he is not prepared to diselose the source of his
information or what he means by the other place ? May 1 appeal to his
innate courbesy to withdraw that expression ot t0 enlighten the House ?

Minister : You will have enough of courtesy from me, but as to what
is going to bappen you will know later on and I do not propose to answer
that question.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan @ I am entitled to know what he

means. He must have the courtesy of replying to the question.
An honourable member = Wait till he finishes.)

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan}: 1 do rot want to hear it from you.
s As the honourable member has made certain allega-

tions on‘t-he floor of the House and some honourable members want to know
what he means, I think they are entitled to know.
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Minister : I have cast no aspersion.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Only held out a threat.
Chaudhri Muhammad$Hassan :

draw.

Minister : It is no threat.

Maulvi Mazhar Al Azhar : Then what is it ?

Premier : Wait, I will tell you. (Imterruptions.)

Diwan Chaman Lall : May 1 draw your atiention to whet has hap-
pened just now ? I hope [ have not misunderstood my honourable friend
the Premier. He said ** wait, I will tell you” If my honourable friend
-1s going to tell us, then I have no objection to my henourable friend pro-
coeding with his speech provided it is understood that my honourable friend
the Premier will tell us what he means.

Minister :

The honourable member who has just resumed his seat
.and the honourable member who comes £

rom Lyallpur, claim to be better
Ariends of the zamindars than the Honourable Premier and I find when these
two honourable members rise to speak they receive an ovation from the
honourahle ruembers who threaten to wage a war against the poor zamin.
dars and that reminds me of the souplet

Still he is not prepared to with-

13 ¢ Wb »_55 iyl (o8] a0 qu[w
An honourable member ;
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Minister,: Now, 8ir, on Monday last when this disoussion was initiated
-when the member from Sialkot walked soft-footed in i
<hapli'on his attractive foet (laughier),

Tay be my weakness (lawughter)—I smelt mischief and when the honourable
member was developing his argwment I got a little confused after hearing

him for » while. I thought I was not in the Legislative Assembly Chamber
but I thought that onee again I was before a court of law,

Diwan Chaman Lall ; This is the highest court.

Minister ; I thought you were not the Speaker, but the judge. Your
wig and gown caused further complication. The honourable member in-
gtead of speaking as a responsible member of the Opposition spolkze as if hig
setvices had been retained to

argue & weak case. He only gave facts where
he found them convenient. Now, Sir, the

honourable member from Sialkot
tried o pillory the Government by saying :—* Did not the Government
-spend more money in the year 1930-81 ” ? He said —*“You allotted 172
lakhs for education in 1930-31 and to-day

in 1989-40 yon have provided only
165 lakhs. Why do you not spend move ?” That was the sam and sub-

stance of the argument of my honourable friend. When the honourable
member from Lyallpar rose, he asked, what about abiang 9 That is his
pet subject. “ What about land revenne ? he asked and his friend the
honourable member from Jullundur who has followed in his footstep (An
honourable member :  Certainly not} said, why not redmce land revenue ?
Here are two gentlemen one insisting upon the Punjab Government, spend-
ing more, rauch more and the other honourable gentleman saying earn less,

his hall wearing a
—1 always admire him for that, it
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{t we add up these two statements, Sir, you are a watheatician, you will
realizse that by collecting less and spending more the province will become
bankrupt. This is what they wish the Punjab Government to do. I can

only say :
Sn las gpf & Ude el
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Reverting now to the speech of the honourable member from Sialkot”
he mentioned the budget figures, relating to the year 1930-31 and he sup-
pressed other relevant facts. I would draw the attention of honourable
wembers to graph No. 4 in the memorandum that has been supplied to
them. A cursory perusal of this graph would show that the years during
which we were ahle to set apart 172 lakhs for education, were the years of
boom and prosperity. The zamindar was khushal and the prosperity of’
the zamindar means the prosperity of the provinee, the prosperity of the
Government. The effects of the general economie depression were not so
keenly felt then. In the subsequent years however the Government was
unable to provide that amount which went down to 160 in the next year-
and 150 in the year 1982-38. I ask my honourable friend, is it fair to com--
pare only 1980-31 with the current year and ignore the subsequent years,.
especially the year 1982-332 If the honourable members would farther
gtudy this graph they will find that so far as the Medical Department is
concerned our allotment for the current year is nnprecedented and more or-
less to the same extent is the case with Public Health. Barring one year,
we have allotted the highest amount for Public Health. Now, Bir, I am
not in the babit of comparing the Punjab with other provinces, but sinee
this game has been started by the honourable members opposite, you will
permit me to give a few more facts. The honourable member who has just
resumed his seat mentioned the low paid officials. He said why do you not
increase their salaries ? The reference was to the teachers working at the-
lowest rung of the Jadder, I mean the Primary Department of Education.
I am however in a position to state that the average pay of the primary
sohool teachers in the Punjab is Rs. 25-8-0 as compaved with Rs. 18-8.0 in
the Dnited Provinces and Rs. 15-4-0 in Madras (4n honourable member :
Probably living is very cheap there) and Re. 6-8-0in Bengal. You will be
gurprised to find that in Bengal the primary school teacher is paid Rs. 6-8-0. It
I eould have teachers at so-cheap a rate I would to-morrow enforce universal
compulsory education in the Punjab. In Bengal these teachers get Rs. 3-8-0
from the grant-in-aid provided by the Government and ihe balance of Rs. 8
they are allowed to collect from the pupils by way of fees. Take again the
question of the percentage of trained teachers to the total number of teachers
in the province. It goes without saying that we cannot have a sound system
of education without duly qualified trained teachers. When we come
to that subject, what do we find ? The percentage of trained teachers to
the total number of teachers throughout British India is 55-8. In the-
Punjab we have over 80 per cent. trained teachers and I wouid not be wrong-
if T were to say that this percentage has gone up recenfly and now it stands
in the neighbourhood of 85 per cent. (An honourable member : We are
proud of that.) In Bombay it is 48 per cent. Even in England and Wale
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#0-day it i¢ not above 77 per cont. (hear, hear). We claim to provide trained
‘$anchers not only to the Punjab but to some of the neighbouring provinces
algo, i.e., the North-West Frontier Province, Baluchistan and the Delki
Administration. The other day T happened to visit the Jammia-i-Millta,
-of Delbi. The principal of Jammia-i-Millia, Dr. Zakir Hussain, is one of
the authors of the Wardha Scheme of Education. I was glad to find that
& nmmber of the trained teachers employed there were trained in the Punjab.
I dsked those teachers whether they would like to go next time fo any other
province, bui they said, no. So much for the trained teachers. N oW
-voming to the question of the single teacher schools, I hope honourable
members are aware that a lot of wastage and stagnation about which we
hear 50 much every day is due to the existence of a great number of single
“$aacher schools that is one teacher for two classes, three classes, four clagges
-and g0 on. Now, 8ir, in the matter of single teacher schools the all Indis
figures are that out of 100 schools there are as many ag §7 -5 suck schools
in British India. The Punjab has only 27-8 und it stands second in the
-¢ountry. Bengal has over 80 per cent., Assam 78 per cont., Madras 44 and
Bombay 40. Coming now to the question of compulsion, a subjeet dear
to the heart of every well-wisher of the country, what do we find ? Through-
-out the country there are 10,500 areas under compulsion, and out of these
no less than 8,500 belong to the Punjab. Bombay has got only 160. Now,
i} may be sajd that compulsion is not effective, it is merely on paper.
%gt the same is the case elsewhere also. I may be permitted here to quote

om the Honourable Mr. Kher, the Premier of Bombay. This is what he
-éays about Bombay—

. . . . . o
e oy T spasin e, hare s o ompilion. Yo havo no
oo coae o any of magistrates punishing parenta of the boy for not sand:
ing him to school and the it i3 no good saying that there iz compulsion.
"Po make compulsion real and effective we have tried to ginger up matters
during the last two years and we hope to achieve good results. Prosecutions
-are now lodged more frequently. Daring 1987-38 we made some progress
-and the number of admissions has gone up by 16,000. Sixtesn thousand
mare children are now in our schools as compared with the previous year,
Eight thousand of the new admissions are girls and eight thousand boys.
When we took offico we were alarmed to find that the number of Muslim
-scholars was going down every day and to-day I am glad to point out that
their number has also increased by 8,000 in this one year. This is what
we have achieved in the small period of two years. The honourable member
referred to adult education.

Mr. Speaker : The honourable member has already taken sufficient

Minister : I would take only 5 minutes move. Leave aside the
~question of adult education. Some of the honourable members and especially
my honourable friend Misn Abdul Aziz, who represents Lahore and two
OF thres other honourable members roferred to the guestion of reforming
the system of education. They asked, what was the Punjab doing in this
diretion. Why do we not reform the aystem of edusation ? This crits-
~4igm was, however, made in ignorance of facts. A commitiee to revise the
' o



T ge
Koy

200 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [ 167m Marowm, 1989..

[Minister for Education.]

system of education was set up as far back as May, 1938. It sai under the
chairmanebip of our zealous and talented Deputy Director of Pablic Instrac-
tion, Rai Behadur Mr. Manmohan.

A punber of ladies apd gentlemen— experts in education—sat on that
committee. The reporé of that committee was sabmit-
# ted in August, 1988. We pablished that report in Nov-
ember and copies thereof were placed in the hands of all the honourable
members of this legislature. I intended to deal with that report to-day,
but I am pressed for time. I, however, propose to deal with it before long
in the course of the next few weeke when we shall be discussing the Punjab.
Primary Education Bill. I may here point out to the honourable members
that, so far as we are aware, this is the best scheme =0 far formulated. We-
have got no quarrel with the Wardha Scheme. 'The iwo special [eaflures
of the Wardha Scheme, we were told in the beginning, were thab it was self-
supporting and that it was vocatignal, Since then wo have heard a good
dea] to the contrary also. 1 xegret that for want of time I am ot in a
position to deal in greater detail with this subjeet hut Thope I shall be uble
to do 80 in the course of a few weeks.  (Cheers).

Begum Rashida Latif Baji (Inner Lahore, Muhsmmadan, Women,.
Urhan) (Urdu): 8ir, T am Dot one of those who are not willing to pay
tribute where it is due, nor am I one of those who nourish their grievances
in their hearts but never ventilate them, I congratulate Government for
having given prompt relief to the famine-stricken people of the Hissar
district. My thanks ave also due to the Honourable Minizter for Education.
who bas brought about am improvement in the female education in the.
province. He bas arranged for the opening of 180 primary schools and
{hree middle schools. Moreover, some schools will be placed on the list
of sided institutions.  The fact which gives me all the more pleasure is,
that all these schools are meant for the girls living in rural areas. I hope
now My sisbers of the countryside will be able to henefit from the blesgings
of education. PBut the present curriculom iz not at all suitabie for girls
living in rural areas. The first neeessity, therefore, is to chalk out a new
currjculum for them in aceordunce with their requirements, so that their
oducation may enable them to take wholesome part in the work of rural
aplift.  Furtber, they may be able to set a noble example of & religiously
and maorally elevated Life.

The schemes of irrigating arid lands which have been taken in hand
by Government cannot fail to elieit my approbation. The Government
intends to embark upon the Thal project after the completion of the Haveli
project. But thege schemes must be made to benefit those who stand in
peed of help.  In the ilagas which aze to be covered by these new irrigation
schemes, the rich people and jagirdars have already purchased big tracts
of land at nominal rates. The Government ought to take back these lands
fxom thex at the same price. Some compensation may be paid to them,
if necessary. These lands. should be distribnted among those who have
no lands, or bave very small holdings and cannot make both ends meet.
In this way the Government will be able to better the condition of those
people who till 1land with theit own hands and who are cultivators in the real
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sense of the word.  The condition of these peoplo is really pitiable. Their
forefathers left them guite big slices of land which have been reduced to very
emali fragments as a result of divisions ‘and sub-divisions. These people
have, therefore, very small holdings Jeft to them and it is not possible for
them to eke out a living for themselves and for their children. The new
canals can prove to be a great blessing provided the benefits accruing from
them go 1o the people who deserve help. There is no use adding to the
wealth of those people who are already sufficiently woalthy.

Now, I wish to address a few remarks for the eonsideration of the
Honourable Minister for Development. You may look inte the whole
of the budgetary statement. You will not come across a gingle provision
for the industrial education of females in the Punjab or for opening an
industriel school for them. A representation was made by the officers
at Rawalpindi for the opening of an industrial school there ; but the sugges~
tion seems to have been turned down. ‘There were some other suggostions
placed before Government in this connection, but ail were rejected, It is.
& fact too patent to be overlooked that it is by industry alone that the
économic condition of the province can be bettered. What do we find
nowadays ? A single member in the family earng and he has to BUppOrb
ten other idle hands. Daily we see Chinese vendors going from bungalow
to bungalow selling their wares. Ouar womenfolk can produce all such
goods provided arrangements are made to give them saitable training. 1§
15 necessary to build a large industriel centre at Lahore with a gpacions.
boarding house attached to it. Womenfolk from all the neighbouring
villages may be able to get training there. Nowadays, we find educated
young men going about aimlessly. They can get neither work nor tweo
square meals a day. If they had been given some indusirial training along
with their education, they would not have been out of work now. Tho
Government should make provision for industrial training in all colleges
and schools so that when the scholars leave these educational institutions,
they may be able to earn their living. The question of a couniry’s progress
18 clogely hound up with its industrial improvement. You can take the
instance of Japan. She bas progressed by leaps and bounds throngh her
industry and is ranked among the greatest of countries. _

The Government appointed Unemployment Committee. We do not
know whether it has submitted any report or what action will be taken
on that report. On the one hand the report of the committee is not availe
able and on the other the young men who have centred all their bopes
on the report of this committes are anxiously looking forward to that day
when the report will see the light of day. The verse of Mirza Ghalib applies
aptly to their sad plight :

Ale Wos S pf e B ol S e g2 80y pomie

I have to praise the industry and ability of the Honourable Minister
for Finance. But at the same time I eannot help saying that he has made
o provision in the budget for those who have retarned him with their votes,
Not only this. He did not utter a eingle word about those people in hig
budget speech. It shows that he had everything to give to others but
nothing to offer to his own constituents. Tt is such people who are called

o2



02 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE AssEMBLY. | 16TH MagcH, 1989.

Reshida Latif Baji.}

beral-minged. (Loughter). I am not impressed with his liberal mindod-
neps. I think he hes been doing things against his own wishes. Ho gimply
-¢onld not do suything for the educated unemployed. Tt seems that while
the pen was in his hand he was not responsible for the budgetary provigions
which do not contain anything helpful for the wnemployed. Tt was absolutely
esgential either to provide work or sllowances for the unemployed.

Sir, I am hard pressed for time. I shall now procesd to submit for the
<consideration of the Honourable Minister for Public Works the grievancos
of my constituency. These days every member of society wishes to see his
-opinion respected. Hverybody wishes to have a gay in the matter of
electing representatives and carrying on the administration of provinces
-abd countries. Even the States’ subjects have come into line with the
mhabitanis of British India in their demand for a representative Govern-
mopt. But the people of Lahore have been deprived of vote and condemned-
to Hitlerism. Now look at the freaks of mind of our Government. On the
ome hand it is s0 munificent a8 to replace honoraty workers by highly paid
-officers while on the other it is 80 miserly ae to levy a water tax on the
people by putting up meters. The parliamentary secretaries have put it
m$o the heads of the ministers that the women of Lahore are vary thriftiess
in the use of water and that they carelossly leave the taps open causing a
groat waate of water. 8ir, the Honourable Minister for Liocal Self-Govern-
ment belongs to a rural area and, therefors, he cannot be expected to realise
the difficultues of the residents of cities. But you cannot be unaware of
the fact that all the well-fo-do people have shifted to the civil station and.
built houses in that area. You are living out of the city yourself. Now
the population of the city proper consists of the poor and the middls clagses,
whose old ancestral houses are none too strong, Then you have also to bear
in. mind that women have a special regard for their houses. Thus it is
ridiculous to think that women will leave their taps open to the detriment
of their own houses. They are certainly over carefnl in this matter. These
parliamentary secretaries who spend the summers in the pleasant climate-
of Bimla abd sit in warm rooms during winters cannot realize what havoe
the scorching summers of Lahore play with the poor and how great is the
need of the people for water in the summer season. In this connection I
may draw your attention to another aspect of the matter. Nowadays
if there is & tap in » house many poor neighbours also mske use of it, bat
when meters have been put up wo woman will be disposed to give even a
small pitcher of water to her neighbours. And what will be the rosuls ?
The poor classes for want-of tap water and the middle classes in order to
sconomise expenditure on tap water will turn to the use of water from
wells. Now look at the ridiculous position. On the one hand the Medical
Officer of Health is issuing warnings that water from wells should not be
used while on the other the Government is compelling the people to use
that water by levying water tax and thus expose themselves to various
diseases. The rich people have averted this naisance of moters by getting
tube wells sunk in their honses but what oan the helpless poor peaple do ?

~ Then: thero ig still another aspect of the matter., One offect of bthis
proposal to put up meters will be that ten lakhs of our good money will
go gut of India o snrich the coffers of the foreign exploiters. It the moters
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weoro prepared in India thers would have been somie ‘consolation ity the-
thought that our money will remain in our own sountry but here in this safe-
every single pie will go to foreign conntries. Movo than that, this is not.
the only andount that will go out of the country in thig conneetion. After
every 8§ or 10 years the meters will have to be replaced and we will have to.
part with the same amount. People do not Lke this state of affaity nor can:
they tolerate the idea of enriching the foreigners at their cost while they
themselves are going to have even their consumption of water being measuréd
by means of meters. : '

Now I come to the Improvement Trust. So much money is being gpent.
on this trust but may I ask what we are getting in return 9 The Trust
ought to have purchased land in the new sbadies for roads and lanes and slso
got draing construeted. Then it should have got prepared the outer plans.
of houses for sale. In this way poople would have been saved a good
deal of botheration and the Trnst would have earned a lot of money, But
what i3 the state of affairs at present 7 Wherever there aro a fow
blots of land in a new abadi surrounded by houses that have been already
sonstructed, the Trust does not approve of the plans of houses submitted
to it by the owners of those plots. Why ? Because after leaving some land
for xoads or lanes the remainder is not enough to build a house on according
t0 the schedule prepared by the Trost. Thus thereis a heap of such and other
Plans lying in the Town Hall and none of them is being accorded the
Becessary approval. This state of affairs has tarned many a mason
and other workers out of employment but nobody is prepared to redress.
thege grisvances. :

Repeated requests have boen made t6 the Government to reinstate bhe-
Municipal Commitiee but every time the roply given is that Lahore
i8 going to be favoured with a eorporation, and that the Corporation Ask
will soon be brought on the Statute book for this purpose. But there is
Do eign or trace of any Corporation Act or Bill to be found snywhere ag yet.
Anyway, so long as the corporation does not come into existence the arrange-
ments for the administration of the affairs of the Municipality must be im-
proved. 1 would also request the Government to effect economy by replacing
the senior officers by junior ones. But if the Government is unable o accopt
those suggestions let it leave this business to me. T tell you that I shall
effect, a great improvement in the sdministration of the affairs of thé
municipality and I shall cértainly put an end to this disgraceful state of
sfigirs which hag compelled respectable citizens to take up brooms and start
a clean up eampaign. I shall improve canditions in two years without
levying any new taxes. (Hear, hear.) Again, Bir, the house tax is going
%o be imposed in the near future. I cannot discuss this question st ‘any
length because the time at my disposal is very short. But let me tell the-
Government that the people of Lahore are very much agitated on the matter.
I would, therefors, smbmit that the Government should lose no tiihe in
attending to the true facts stated and redressing the grievances ventilated
by me. Otherwise, let it leave this work to us and we can promise you that

matiers will be greatly improved in s very thort time. (Chesre.)

- ‘Miuister for Public Warks (The Hovoarable Nawabzada Major
Khisar Haykt Xhati Tivadia) : 8ff, %&lﬁlﬁf l‘i)ké to confine my i‘eg:’rki:
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0 the criticism made by the lady member against the working of the Liahore
Munitipal Committee and the Adminisirator, She has complained that
things have mot improved eince the Administrator took over on the
last committee’s supersession. That committes wassuperseded not by this
Qovernment but as you know we got it as a legacy from the last Govern-
ment. Things were handed over to us in s chaotic condition and the
Administrator could not set things right in a short period. He has however
done what he could and anybody who goes round the town would testify
that the roads are now better and the drains are cleaner. Nothing better
<could be done without funds. All improvements require money and I wonld
like to bring it to your notice that the population of Lahore which wase
2,10,000 in 1911 rose to 2,57,000 in 1921., and to 4,75,000 in 1931 and it now
somewhere near 6 lakhs. With that phenomenal growth of population and
‘without any direct taxation, tell me the man who can do any improvement.
The only tax in Lehore at present iz an indirect tax. Itisa tax on consum-
ption and therefore on the poor. You cannot do much with that tax,. We
bave got several schemes for which money will be required. A very light tax
i8 to be levied, and I would say that it only touches the wealthy classes.
1t will affect my honourable friend Rai Bahadur Gopal Das and others:
But it would not touch the poor. We are not here to look after the interests
-of the millionaires only : We have to look to the rights of the poor people
of Lishore as well. If nothing is done Lahore would be exposed to epidemics
-or some other catastrophe. A very light tax is going to be imposed o
provide funds. The taxation in Lahore at present is only Rs. 4-6-0 while
in other places like Karachi it is Rs. 10-9-5, Bombay Rs. 16 and Cal-
ecutta Ra. 16. No wonder, thercfore, if Lahore has the roputation of
being the dirtiest city in India. It is the most lightly taxed city not only
in India, but in the whole of the world. There ig no direet tax at all and even
this light tax, the house tax which the Government has sanctioned is being
grudged. The House may note that even after this tax is levied at fall
rate the incidence of taxation will not he more than Rs, 6 per head.
The honourable lady member has complained that there are other
defocts. 1 confess that there are many things to be done. We want hos-
pitals, we want metalled roads, and we want modern drainage. But for that
purpose, I think, they would not grudge if we have to levy tax on wealthy
persons. It is & misunderstanding that poor people in Lahore will be affect-
ed adversely, They have been already given 50 per cent. deduction and
they will get another 50 per cent. off during the next three years. They
would not be affected. No extra taxation is to be levied on account of
meoters and the charge of Re. 1-8-0 will remain the same. It is only the
‘wastage that we propose to stop or to tax. Thers will be no extra hardship.

The number of public posts will be increased and no honourable member
shall bave any complaint on that score.

It has been said that meters are being purchased at a heavy cost. Nothing
of that sort. Ten lakhs would not be the cost. It will be only 5 lakhs.
‘We are algo trying to find out whether the same can be manufactured locally.
I have already approached the Industries Dopartment to inform us whether
thoy can cope with the demand for meters required and I can assure the
‘House that all the articles we are exposted to bay will be purchased locally
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-nd not & penny’s worth will be purchased from outside. Every artiole
4hat is available in this country will be purchased locally.

Every effort is being made to expedite the drafting of the Corporation
Bill and before long the honourable members will have the Bill before them.
They must realise that we cannot rush through an important pisoe of legis-
dation likte that, otherwise we will get tho criticism that it has been conceived
in haste. 8o, beforo long the Bill will be passed and carried into effect and
‘the Government will be relieved of direct administration of the municipality.
The Municipal Commissioners of the last committee passed a unanimous
resolution recommending the house tax and we have merely ocarried that
anto effect. As soon as it is levied we will hand over the municipality back
1o the reprosentatives of the people. (Imderruptions.) It depends on the
time and the help with which the honourable members come forward. It
wounld not take long.

Some criticism has been voiced against the pay of the Administrator.
For an Adminietrator one requires sn officer of experience and that has
‘been our difficulty. When the representatives of psople were not functioning
well, the committee was superseded. They brought things to such a state
-of affairs, that that action had to be taken by the last Government and we
bad to put a senior officer who must paturally be a well paid man.
But I can assure you that we are trying to expedite this Bill and such oriti-
-siem will soon end.

As to the Improvement Trast, I would like to say thai Lahore is growing
‘haphazardly and nobody would like that that should be allowed to go on.
Already there is & lot of confusion. All that the Improvement Trust is
-doing is that it is bringing about a lay-out plan. The Trast would purchase
new aress and would develop them and then clear the slums. I do not
think anybody can eriticise it.

1 would like to say one word about the Hydro-Blectric Scheme. Some
-eriticism has been made against it thet enough attention is not being paid
‘to rural areas. T do not think anybody would think that this Government,
wonstituted as it is, would not take ocare of the rural areas. I have here
-a lish with me of large schemes that are going to give electric energy to rural
-areas and I have also tube well schemes. I think my honoursble friend
Sardar Gurbachan Singh referred to the Jullundur Doab. I confess that
‘we have not boen able to do much there for difforent reasons. I have rofer-
xed to the Jullondur Doab becanse that was the ares which wag partienlarly
talked about. The trouble there is that the water level is subsiding and is
-on the decline. If we now put in more tube wells there, the remaining wells
would go dry. As soon as a canal has been dug there, the scheme of
‘tube wells shall be taken wp immediately. (dn honourable member :
‘What about Ludhisns ?) Ludhiana will also bave its share.

Then there 18 the question of roads. I would like to say a fow words
-about roads algo. At pregent our road system is the pride of every Panjsbi.
We have got a road system that is not equalled anywhere in India.
S$ill enother 8-years’ programme has besn sanctioned. We have a road
mileage which compares very favourably with all other provinces. Certain
~savings have been brought about in the maintenance of roads. Previcusly
-every mile used to cost ug something like Rs. 1,700, But now this cost
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as beeh reduced to Re. 1,086, Within the last year there has been &
drop of 15 per cont., that iz , last year our road expenditure per mile was.
Rs. 1,200 and it has been reduced to Rs. 1,055 naw. So, with that sconomy
I think, our road maintenance bill would remain the same and the rosd
mileage would be increased by 500 miles. Eight hundred miles of the dis-
trict board metalled roads will be taken over by the Public Works De-

portment. The present mileage is something like 8,000 and all these are
Public Works Department roads.

I would very much like to meet the demands of the honourable members,
but I bave limited funds. There 18 s¢ muck demand for education, there is
so much demand for beneficent departments. Roads come last,. When we
get some surplus, it ig only then that we can get some money for this purpose.
When the funds permit, T can assure the honourable members that tha
Communications Board will consider all their requests and we will be able to
do something better.

One thing more and that iz the demand irorn the representaiive of the-
Mianwali district for his board. I know thaé that board has got very little
fands. That however is now a question of time only. The Thal Project
has been sanctioned, and it will give the honourable member’s heart a
thrill of pleasure when I pay that we are starting it a fortnight hence.
(Hear, hear,) On the 3rd Apnl, we hope that the Thal Project will start and
when that starts, the barren tract of Thal will got all the advantages that
accrue to any eolony and his distriet will be one like Sargodha, Lyallpur,.
etc., and will be one of the wealthiest districés., He will then have no
trouble. I can assare him that when we get some money, we will do our
bost for his district. (Cheers.)

Mrs. Duni Chand (Lakore City, General, Women) (Urdu) : 8ir,.
I have listened with a certain amount of care and attention to all the speeches
that have been delivered from the different quarters of the House. Although
the voices were different, yet the purport was the same, that is, the budget
which has been presented is not satisfactory. Some honourable members
have condemned it as wholly bad. Some heve pointed out certain defects
in it. But almost all honourable members wanted to convey the view that.
they were not satisfied with the budget as it was presented. Itis a matter of
great surprise that the budget which had been presented so beautifully
by the Finance Minister, has failed to satisfy any one in the House. What
is, after all, the reason for it ? An example bas readily come up to my mind
in this connection which I crave your indulgence to quote here. A zamin-
dar leased out a large area of land to a eontractor after fixing a cortain
amount of money subjeet to several conditions.

The conditions agreed upon were, first, that the eontractor would plough
the whols field, secondly he would put up & fence round it, thirdly, he would
irrigate it and fourthly when he finishes with the above he would bring
gome game for the proprietor. The smount of the contract was fixed.
1f the contractor had been honest and truthful he wounld, besides earning
Eﬂ own livelihood, have carriad out the work to the entire satisfaction of

e proprietor. But the contractor noi being honest, thought that he should
apptopriate the entire money to his own nse and a very small fraction should.
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be utilised in corrying out those conditions. Consequently he and his:
eompanions squandered alinost the whole amount and arranged t6 pas
up 2 bumber- of bushes at the four cornets of the fields. Then they emptied
& water-bag at each corner of the field se that the condition of irrigation
thight be fulfilled. They also created a few furrows in the middle of the-
field to show that they had ploughed the field. Then there was the fourth
condition that is to bring some game for the use of the landlords. The coh-
tractor worried over this and thonght it difficult to be complied with. Thate
was a watch-dog and he killed it and fulfilied the fourth condition by earrying
it to the landlord. If we look at the conditions they are all fulfilled. He
ploughed the field, watered it and fenced it also. But as a matter of fact
he and his companions did nothing but missppropriate the money. A similar
thing has been done in connection with the budget. The compilers of the
budget have touched everything. They have provided something for the
famished people, romething for the women and provided for some other
matters og well. But the quesiion is, what is the vesult ? Nothing whatso-
ever. No one is pleaged with the budget ; neither the honourable members
gitting on this side nor the honouarable members gitting on that side are
pleased with it. I am a representative of women and as such I deem it
my duty to throw some light on the matters that relate to the welfare
of women in the province. From the annual report on the jail administra-
tion in the province for the year 1987 we find that 28,967 males were convicted
of one or other offence and as against this only 268 fomales were convicted.
In 1986, 32,434 males and only 272 females were convicied of one or other
offence. This shows that the women as a class in this province are peaceful
and law-abiding inspite of the fact that they have got no education and ave
most backward socially and politically. They do not know what i8 going
on in the world. They are being given no training to make themselves
useful for the country. But notwithstanding that I feel pride in saying
that they have enhanced the homour and prestige of India and maintained
their dignity and character. I ask the Honourable Ministers what genme-
rosity they have shown in the budget for such a peaceful class of persons.
Now I would like o point out how much has been provided for the weliare
of women in this budget. The report for five years preceding the coming
into existence of this Government. shows that from 1932 to 1987 the number
of students have decreased to the extent of 47,850. During these five years
the total expenditure incarred on education amounted to Bs. 8,19,58,292.
Now this Government came into power on 1st April, 1987, and since then s
period of two years has elapsed. There are still three vears of its life.
During this period they should not only try to make up the previous defici-
ency- but they should also try to inerease the number of students to the
maximum. But the question is, why should they do that ? Only because
the reins of Government are now in the hands of the people who are the
representatives of Indians and have come in by their votes. It is, therefore,
their foremost duty to make up the previous deficiency and increase the
number of students. And for this purpose they should open more schools
and make primary education compulsory in the province. But I am sorry
to remark that this Government have done nothing so far in this respect.
But how can #omething tangible tie done when the whole budget has been
exhausted in providing high saleries to bﬂici?l'is 9 In the budget for 1939-20
a provision of Rs. ;‘,JgQ, 00 Has boen wiade for education out of which an.
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expenditare of 1,438,790 is & recurring ove. Qnly Rs. 16,210 have in fact
been provided for edueation for this year. Now let us see how much has
, been done for women who are most backward in education. I would like
to say something about this point. Three things have been provided for
in the budget. First, three new middle schools, secondly, 180 primary
schools will be opened and thirdly, women teachers will be trained in the art
of teaching. I do not wish to go into the merits of the case as to whether
or not the meagre arrangements that have been made are sufficient to meet
the needs of female edneation. But I do beliove that i is better to do
something rather than not do anything at all. It is a matter of gratification
that three middle schools for girls are going to be opened.  But the matter
which is uppermost iz my heart and upon which I should like to lay emphasis
is that the women teachers should be trained in large numbers. Undoubtedly
the decision arrived at hy the Government in regard to training of women
teachers is commendable. 1 would have offered felicitations to Government
in this connection but for my past bitter experience. You will remember,
8ir, that last year a resolution recommending fo Government to introdnce
prohibition in certain areas of the province, as an experimental measure,
was brought forward by the ministerial benches. It delighted me pro-
foundly that after all this Government had put forward a laudable proposal
and for this I hastened to congratulate the Government. But to ray
great chagrin that happiness was short lived. That profound delight
turned into a profonnd disappointment, as the Government lost no time in
burying this resolution deep mnto the ground {applouse and laughter).

Therefore, { have apprehensions lest the proposal of training women tea-
.chers shonld also meet the same fate. When this proposal is carried into effect,
1 shall certainly not waste a single moment to congratulate the Government,
It is an open secret that there exists a great scarcity of trained women
teachers whose services could be utilised in village schools for imparting
education and their necessity is being keenly felt. But 1t is a thousand
pities that Government have made a very small provision for fraining women
teachers. We aro told that as they have to provide scholarships and
atipends for training women teachers, they cannot go beyond a certain
amount, I would suggest that Government should stop awarding general -
soholarships.  They should rather award scholarships only to those
candidates who are indigent, deserving and capable and therefore Govern-
anent will be well advised io enhance the number of such scholarships.
Besides, I would submit that wherever zenana high schools exist, a training
class should be attached to it. If Government act upon this suggestion
they will not have to incur much expenditure and at the same time our
purpose will be served. It is common knowledge that greater the number
-of trainod women teachers, the better it will be for the rural areas. Hence
it i8 extremely desirable that the number of trained women teachers should
be enhanced.

Then I may submit thet our province consists of fifty to sizty thousand
villages.  Let us see what the Government have done in regard to dissemi-
nation of education in rursl aveas. They bave made a provision for 180
primary schools, a number which pales into insignificance befors the colossal
pumber of villages. Hence it i8 meet and proper for the Government to
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open large number of primary schoole. It would not be out of place to
‘mention here that in the field of disseminating primary education, Arya
Bamsj has given a lead by opening the largest number of private schools,

8 community deserves our sincere approbation, Other communities
like the Sikhs and Muslims are also doing much useful work in this connection.
As & matter of fact they are doing a work which it is the bounden duty of the
-Government to do.

Besides, my submission is that women can prove themselves very
wsoful in the medical and heaith departments. More posts should be
offered to them. In this connection it would be intsresting fo note that
it is believed in civilised countries that the responsibility of making a nation
physically and mentally fit liee more on the shoulders of women than om
anybody else. Hence they are granted liberal representation in the
services. But here in the budget of the land of ours provision of only two
‘fornale aesistant surgeons and eight female sub-assistant sugeons has been
made. This is obviously a meagre provision. I would urge upon the
Government the desirability of giving increased representation fio women
in the departments mentioned above,

Now 1 shounld like fo draw the attention of the House to a very important
matter and that is the attitude of our Government towards the defunct
Lshore Municipal Committee. It is deplorable that the municipal com-
mittee of & premier city of the province should have been under supersession
for a considerable period. I may point out that thiz supersession of the
Jmunicipal committee is nothing short of & disgrace to the eitizens of Liahore.
T admit that the late munieipal committee wag guilty of certain irregularities.
But I may submit that these irregularities were the result of communsl
eloctorates. I wish the Government, instead of superseding the municipal
committee, had replaced separate electorates by joint electorates. Bub
the Government instead of mending matters ended the very existence of
the municipal committes. (Hear, hear and cheers) As the time at my
disposal is limited, ¥ propose to disenss the matter in detail on some other
-00casion,

In the end I would subsmit that it is advocated in democratic countries
‘that representation should be allowed on the basis of population. If that
i the accepted canon, I think women in our country onght to be given
representation in the services according to their population.

Minister for Development (The Honourablse Chaudhri Sir Chhota
Ram): Within the short time at my disposal I shall state only a few facts
and guote a few figures. With regard to industries I desire to draw the
attention of honourable members to a few facts which seem to have escaped
their notice. There was a suggestion that a few scholars should be sent to
foreign countries for training every year. In this connection may I invite
the attention of honourable members to the provision of Rs. 10,000 for
-scholarships which exists in the budget for thiz purpose ? The next import-
.ant point to which I would draw the atiention of honourable members
is that we have created an industrial research fund and put into that fand
.» lakh and half of rapees. This is a thing which has not been attempted
;in any other province so-far. The third important point is that with
-sffect from the 1st of April next we are going to create a provinsial stores
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purchase department of our own. I feel sure thai the creation of this
department will do & great deal to promote the cause of industrial growth
in this province.

The last important point to which attention of the honourable members
may be drawn is this, that we are providing Rs. 60,000 for establishing
a central agency in order to revive the once famous industry of pottery
in our province. (Hear, hear.)

Reference wag made to the important problem of consolidation of hold.
ings, and it was stated that corsolidation of holdings was taking place
at a slow pace. T am afraid the opinion of the honourable member who is
responsible for making this suggestion is not well founded. The Punjab
has made greater progress in the matter of consolidation of holdings than any
other province in India. (Hear, kear) Up to date we have consolidated,
through the agency of the Co-operative Department, nearly a million
acres (Hear, hear.) Over and above this, the Revenue department is con-
golidating holdings independently of the Co-operative Department and the
work of the two departments put together will, in the course of the next
few years, cover a very large portion of the area which regnires to be eon-
solidated.

The next point to which attention was drawn was working of the
Veterinary Department. Here again we have a very ereditable record.
We bave 814 regular veterinary hospitals in the province, while the United
Provinces are only aiming at one hospital per tahsil as against nearly 8
hospitals in this provinee per tahsil. (Hear, hear) In addition to these
hospitals, 79 outlying dispensaries are in charge of retired veterinary
aggistants or compounders.  Over and above these 79 outlying dispensaries,
we have 1,200 more outlying dispensaries which are visited by a veterinary
asistant once a week. Further, we propose to start 112 first-aid eentres
where zamindars will receive preliminary training in veterinary matters.

Some criticism was also offered with regard to the Forest Department.
One of the complaints was that although a Forest Commission was ap-
pointed and it submitted its report, nobody knew what the report was,
what the recommendations were and what action was taken by the Gov-
ernment on these recommendations. 8o far as this particular complaint
18 concerned, I do not think the Forest Department is at all to blame. A
pamphlet was issued on the 13th of Angust, 1938, detailing all the recommen-
dations of the commission. Against each recommendation the action
taken by the Government was also stated. Copies of this pamphlet were.
supplied to the honourable members of this House. It is not the fanlt
of the departrcent if honourable members would not care to read the literature.
that is supplied to them. (Some honourable members: We have not got
the copies of that pamphlet.)

With regard to the Unemployment Committee’s report, I desire to.
submit that the report was completed and signed on the 27th of November.
Minutes of dissent took a few more weeks to come in, the last minute of
dissent having been received on the 17th of December. The Report has.
beet printed up and submitted to the Government. But as anybody
can easily guess, the report contains proposals involving expenditure of
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woney, and unless we know what prospects of additional financial resources
are in view we cannot reasonably discuss that report in this House. We
-axpoct that we shall be able to place this report in the hands of the honourable
members before the summer session in June or July next,

A complaint was also made in respect of conciliation boards. Tt was
stated that the members composing the boards were all millionaires or
refired Government officers. So far as the complaint of members being
millionaires is concerned, I do not know whether the ropresentatives of
money-lending interests are or are not millionairez. But those who represent-
the debtor classes are not millionaires. ~They are men drawn from the
middle classes. Of course they are mot paupers. It would have been
ridiculous to appoint paupers or men who are themselves indebted. Bat
certainly they are not drawn from any very rich section of the agricultural
classes.  With vegard to the appointment of retired Government officers,
I can only say that it was only fair that each board should have the advantage:
of & man who has had judicial experience. There are no other points to
which I need reply. (Applause.)

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava (Lahore, General, Urban), (Urdu): Sir,
I have been listening to the speeches of the honourable mambars of this.
House on the budget for practi:ally thres dyys now. Soms of thsm were
made, no doubt, in order to suif political affiliations and som> others ra-
flected certain complaints which honourable mambers felt against the ad-
ministration of the present Governmont. Just now an Honourable Minister
who is a lawyer held out a threat that msmbory dare not say oatside the
House what they uttered on the floor of the Assembly. I, for one, would
acoept his challenge. Whatever I say I do not say boeaus> [ eajoy soms
protection within the four walls of this House. I say that because it is my
conviotion. I am preparad to repeat it any time and at any place outside
this Houso (Hear, h:ar.) It mombors do not say waat is in their mind,
“Wwhy should they have come here at all ?

Premier ;: May I ask my honourable friend who it was who said that
1 honourable member should n»¢ give vent to his views on the budget if
he wanted ?

Chaudhri Kartar Singh : The nominee of the Chief Jastice. (Laugh-
der and applause.)
Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: Tho Honourable Promier said that he

would clear what Honourabls Minister for Bducation maant when he roses to
make his speach.

Premier : That has nothing to do with the budget.

Dr, Gopi Chand Bhargava : I, Sir, am no economic theorist. I
have my own way of looking at the budzet. Wasa I ses the bud 1ah, there
13 at the back of my mind the appaliag coaditioa of tha Paajabi millioas.
The duty of the Goveramsnt is to serve the paople. Tas sam> is tha claim of
our Government. Now, I have to so3 waat sorvizs this balzst propoasas
for the people of the privinie. Hyw eaa tha coalitioa of tas pasals be
bebtered ?  How shouald w3 macshal oac expsalibara a1l ravii13s? Tae
Honourabls Miaister wao has juat sat drwz remarked: “ S>moiimas you

-olamour for & rednotion in abiana, aaother momaab you ask for a substantial
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relief in land revenue yeb, you say spend more on education, If we do-
that how will we find enough money to spend on the progressive schemes of
education ” ?
We have to see whether the Governmeni which is responasible for the
amelioration of the condition of the people has or has not-
4 been able to improve our lot. We have slso to gauge
the solicitude and efforts of the Government in thix direction by an exami-.
nation of the provision in the budget, for which purpose it is neeessary to-
take into account both ineome and expenditure. The Honourable Minister
for Education complsined that one honourable member asked him to spend
more money on education while another wanted to reduce the income of the-
Government by demanding » radical reduction in land revenue. I fail to-
understand what 1s intended by advancing such an argument.  Does he
mean to say that since money has to be spent on edncation the Government.
must enhanee the land revenne ? If that is so. T for one cannot endorse
such & policy. The sound prineiple is that the burden of taxation should
not be imordinate and that you should spend a larger portion of your income
on those from vhom it is derived.  Another Honourable Minister was pleased
fo say that the present Government was not responsible for the eupersession
of the Lahore Muicipal Committee but 16 got il ax u legaey from the previons
Government. A very good argument indeed ! And T hope that row the
Finance Minister will rise to say that all the burden of tuxation under which
owr provinee is groaning i+ w legacy from the previous bureaucratic Govern»
ment. Surely. Sir. this cannot be the attitude of » popular government,
Now let us throw b glance at our income. Besides & sum of Rs. 18,50,000-
from the Governmeni of India it is estimated that land revenume will this
year yield Bs. 6,46.000 more thun the last year. Now this increuwse can be
due to two reusony only. Either therc will be no fumme w the provimes
during the coming yurur or else the Government expeots that a good bit of
suspensions and taccavi loans ave going to be realized this year. On the
other hand the Government is appointing a Famine: Commissioner and, what
is more, we are told that buge remissions will have to be granted this year.
How can any one reconcile the two statements ?  This shows that it is mere
jugglery of figures and the Government is not going to do anything substan-
tial

Then under the head Provincial Excise there is 4 great increase in our
income. While other provinces are adopting the wheolesome policy of pro-
hibition onr Government is inereasing its incoxme from liqguor. For instance,
the income from country spirite alone is going to mcrease by Rs. 70,000.
You will remember, Sir, that a resolution was passed by this House demanding
introduction of prohibition in five districts. Sometime thereafter a state-
ment was laid on the table in which it was stated that—

The matter ia under active consideration of Government and it is palposed 0 iB--
troduce prohibition in five districte with effect from the lst Apnl, 1938.

But this greed for increase in income shows that the Government 1s not
prepared to pay any heed to the resolutions of the House.

Now the income under this bead has increased under every item. For-
instance, there is going to be an increase of Rs. 70,000 under country spirits,
of Rs. 200 under country fermented liquor, of Rs. 6,950 under commercial
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spirits and of Rs. 4,28,030 under opium. This is a clear proof of the fact:
that instead of raising the standard of morality by introducing probibition
in the province the Government is anxious only to increase its income. -

The Forest Departinent, however, offers strange contrast. The Honour-
able Minister for Development has told us that the Forest Committee had
sabmitted a report and that he bad issued a pamphlet about that report
which was distributed among the members of this House. I have not recerved
that pamphlet, but the budget shows that the income under this head is
Rs. 28,97,000 and the expenditure Rs. 25,79,800. This mesns thal while
other provinces are deriving profits from this department we in the Punjab
have to face a loss. May I ask whether this department is to be considered.
a beneficent department ?

Anyway efforts have been 1nade to show some increase in income
under overy head with the exception of Irrigation where the gross income-
has decreased although there is an increase in, the net income.

Now I come to expenditure. The Honourable Minister for Education
waxed vexy eloquent in praise of his department. May I tell you that in
1938-89 our expenditure on Indian Education amonnted to 14 per cent. of the
total expenditure and in 1989-40 it is 18 per cent. Now if we compare these
figures with the United Provinces we find that there this expenditure
amounts to 16 per cent. of the total expenditure. And, Sir, I would draw
your attention to a» few sentences contained in the Budget speech of the
Honourable Premier of the United Provinces. He says—

Rural department scheme, beeides, makes & provision for medical relief and for the
m;irovament. of communications end water supply. There is also » provision
of 10 lakhs for adult education and the extension of literacy. Concerted and
intensive efforts are being made (o remove illiteracy. About 2,000 village
libraries, 3,000 reading roows and 2,700 adult schools have been provided. A
great itupetus wap given to the literacy movement by the enthusiasm whish
was dieplayed by the public, irrespective of their political or religious epinions
all over the province when the ecampaign againet illiterncy was initiated. It
ig intended to use all poasible methods for removing ignerance and for adding
to the knowledge of the village through cinemas, radics, ete.

We do not want thai educution which csn only swell the number of
unemployed and render our youngmen unfit for earning their livelihood.

I would like to say une word about the Wardha Scheme of education..
The Government of India had appointed a committee to consider the Wardha
Scheme and in this committee the Director of Education, Punjab, also parti-
cipated. This commitiee unanimously commended and recommended
this scheme. But it is & pity that the Punjab (Government have not been
able to adopt the Wardha Scheme of education in spite of the unanimons
recommendation of the advisory committee that wag appointed by the Gov-
ernment of India and in which the Punjab was adequately represented.
The Wardha Scheme was declared by this committee to be the best scheme
that had so far been evolved.

Again, it i ourious to note that the Government intend to closc down
the Government Intermediate College of Gujrat on the pretext that the
number of students has decreased there.  In fact they want to dance to the
tune of their voters who want to see their Zamindara School raised to the
standard of a college apd then run it successfully. This is not s vague.
asgartion that I am making. The Government is really atter the desire and. *
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whims of the voters. An illustraiion from the budget will make the pomt
clear. Tt is stated in the Memorandum in so many words that the Govern-
ment have to see to the requirements of the * future voters.” Here is the
quotation—
' It is of vital importauce to attract the attention of the young— our fuiure voters,
officials and legislators—wbile they are still ab an impressionable age and one
Fond way of doing this ix by organising enmpetitions for essays, poems, dis.
logues, songs, ete.
This is the spixit in which our Government are working. This is the
real canse of their decigion to elose the Gujrat Intermediate College, which
the Punjab University has recognised.

I may here mention the atéitude which the Punjab Government have
adopted with regard to the Hindustani Seouts Movement. This is an Al
India movement and has got a branch in the Punjab as well. But it is
strange that the Unionist Government does not recognigze fhiz movement
but tries to harass it. Against this, the Punjab Government actively sup-
ports ihe other scout movemeni which was started by Lord Baden Powell
whose attitude towards India and Indians is too well-known to need any
comment. High officials of Government hold ez-officio posts under that
organisation and people really round it in order to please the Government
officials. Moreover people take pride in joining in that movement as they
take it to be a semi-official orgapisation. But the Hindustani Scout organi-
sation which is purely based on the principles of truth and service is not
approved by the Punjab Governmeni. Eight oub of the eleven provinces
of India have extended their hand of co-operation to thiz organisation, Only
true patriots whose bosoms are overflowing with the love of their mother-
land join this movement in their personal capacity and not as officers. It
helps the public a good deal. But the Punjab -Govemnment have adopted a
hostile attitude towards it.

With regard to the Municipality of Lahore, I may be permitted to ob-
-gerve that when the Honourable Minister who is in charge of the local bodies:
wasg appointed to the Cabinet, it was contended in his favour that he had
proved his worth by successfully managing his estate. It was to be hoped
that under his akle guidance, the municipal affairs in Lahore at least would be
managed by the Punjsbis themselves even as the Minister in charge was able
t0 manage his own estate. But it is a thousand pities that not a smgle Pun-
~_jabi could be found by him who could be trusted torun the Municipality of
Lahore. Cannot the inhabitants of Lahors manage their own affairs ?
Again, even if you have got io employ a foreigner, and necessarily a com-
missioner, can you not employ some one with less pay than the present
Admimistrator of Lahore ? It iz only an estate of 28 lakhs and can easily
be managed by the people of Lahore. Moxeover, why not restore it now
and save it from the autocratic rule of the Administrator ? Further, why
hss the Administrator been empowered o impose taxes on the people of
Lahore without consulting their representatives #  All this points to the
impotency of the Unionist Ministry. They may claim it as an inheritance
from the old regime. But are they compelled to follow the old Government ?
The Honourable Premier was pleased to remark that this evil was left behind
by the previous Government. But the question is whether it is not their
uty to remove this evil. If the present Government is incapable of setting
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right the mistakes of the previous Government, then why burden the pro-
vinos with such heavy sularies of the Ministers ? . In support of the iraposi-
tin of 8 houge tax i Lahore, it was contended by the treasury benches-
that such a tax was already imposed in Bombay, Csleatta and Karachi.
But, may T bumbly snggest that there is s differance betwoen the statns of
Lahore and these oitios. They are commercial tovns while Lahors is not.

Minister for Public Works : What about Rawalpindi and Lyallpar
where this tax is levied 9. . :

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : The Honourable Minister will have-
sufficient time later to speak. I may now say a word in regard to the system
of introducing meters. The Municipality of Lahore has had an experiment
made of meters already. The experiment certainly failed as the old municipat
commissioners will bear me out. Bub the Government will not consult
them. They will blindly follow the Coramsissioner without any rhyme or
reason. Another trick that is being played with the public is that a Cor-
poration Bill is being drafted by the Government. It was expected to be
introduced in the Assembly during the Inst January session. But these
hopes have failed. Then came the budget session and even now the same
old tale is being repeated that the Bill will be introduced sometime during:
next. session. How long are we to wait for this Bill? The Honourable
Minister says that be does not want to rush through things. But when
the public demands & thing they become slow and when it is conducive to
their own ends, they do not hesitate to move with indecent haste. I am,
afraid this Bill wilt not be ready until three vears elapse.

Theve 1 yot another thing to which I may refer. The Minister for
Pabhie Works was pleased to refer with pride io the road system of the
Punjab. I may also give some figures which will serve as an oye opener tor
him. The length of roads publicly meintained per 100 square miles of area
In Madras is 26°80 ; in Bombay 23:00; in Sind 89-00; in Bengal 55 40;
in the United Provimces 35-00 and in the Punjab 29-10. These faets speak
for themselves and 1 would request the Honourable Minister of Publie
Warks to sce where the Punjab leads ? Again, persons per mile of roads
publicly maintained are in Madvag 1,420, in Bombay 1,385, in the United
Province 1,450, in Orissa 3,744, in Bengal 1,206 and in the Punjab 1,000.
Here again ¥ fail t0 see what the Punjsb Government is so rmeh proud of.
BEven Sind has more mileage of yosds per 100 square miles of area than the
Punjab.

One-third of the budget spesch of my friend, Minister for Finance, has
been devoted to Bhakra Dam, That Project and Haveli Project. So far as
the last is coneerned we take it for granted whilo supposing that the original
estimates were correct that the saving effected in connection with this pro-
jeot is real and is therefore commendable. But you know how ordinarily
the estimates are prepared. When tenders are called for, the coniractors are
éxpected to submit them at a rate * percentage below the estimate,” and
they are accepted as such showing that the estimates are high. We were
given to undersisnd that the: Bhakra Daw Seherae is going to be taken up
vy soon.  Bas alas this soheme abont which hopes, I may say false hepes,
were . given is now,.aceording to s pross report to-dey, a forlomm hope.
(Premiar : Whish 'paper do you refer t09) The Twibume, This i fact

X D
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was not & dim bus 8 “dam ™. Tt is reported to-day in the press that the
negotiations with the Dilaspur 8tate have failed and that a new scheme is
going to be taken up and that for that parpose Mr. Bedford has been de-
tained for another three weeks to examine it. What a fall! -The Govern-
ment were going to gend their engineers to America to study the technique
of constructing dams. The people of Hissar, Gurgaon and Rohtak have
#allen on evil days so much so that they cannot find water even for drinking
P . When you cannot provide water for them and their eattle, fell
them so plainly snd do not give them false hopes. . T

" Now I would like to make & few observations in councction with the
goheduled eastes. A fow days back 1 went to Delhi where I met the
harijan leaders who came there from different ports of India. It was discussed
there what various provincial governments had so far done for harijans.
Tt me tell you what this Government have done and what other govern-
ments have done for the welfare of harijans. This Government have provid-
od Rs. 10,000 for digging of wells for the use of harijans. But this is even
doubtful because a grant from the Special Development Fund lapsed last
year and it is possible that this grant may lapse this year too. TLet me now
tell you what other governments have so far done for harijans. The Bihar
Government have provided Rs, 24,000 to grant scholaxships to harijan
students.. It is noteworthy that the net incoms of this province iz only 5
crores of rupees. Besides the provision for scholarships the Bihar Gov-
.ernment provided Rs. 80,000 in 1987, Bs. 50,000 in 1988 and Rs. 75,000 for
the next year for the purpose of digging wells. The provision made for the
next year has been placed at the disposal of distriet boards in order to make
arrangements for digging of wells at proper places. DBesides, a grant of
Rs. 50,000 has been given to municipalities t0 make housing arrangements
for swoepers aud other menials. But in Lahore the municipality asked the
Government to give it a plot of land on Jease for this purpose. But they
refused by saying that they cannot do that. There in Bihar the municipal
gweepers and other menials have hoen granted the benefits of the provident
fund and leave salaries. Further they are granted security of temure and
their pay is fixed on monthly basis. But nothing of this sort has been done
in this province. Now I turn to the United Provinces. A sum of Rs. 30,000
was provided last year and Ra. 82000 have been provided this year for wells,
Another sum of Bs. 14,000 have been provided for harijan sweepers and
Rs. 50,000 have been earmarked for scholarships to be granted to harijan
gtudents. The Bombay Government provided ten lakhs last year and {en
lakhg this year for the purpose of digging wells for the use of harijans.
There are no restrictions on their admission into public schools. BSeveral
times it has been urged upon this Government to remove the disabilities of
harijans to join Government service especially the Police Department. May
T ask how many of them have so far been recruited to the various depart-
ments of Government? Physically the harijans are as strong and robust

ag the rural people.

Now I would like o say a few words about famine in the various parts
of the province. The Government olaim to have afforded substantial relief
4o the femishod peoplo. Before I say gomething about the Hissar district
1 would like to say & few things about the famine conditions prevailing in
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the Jhelum district and show how Goveramens s moving in the matter . I
hope the Honourable Revenue Minister would carefully listen to me and
<onsider the submissions to be made by me ip this codnection. On
the appearance of the famine conditions in the Jhelum district the Congress
felt the necessity of affording some relief to the famished people by way of
supplying them fodder at concession rates. A Bombay society which is
“working at Hissar and which was accused of atiempting to desiroy the
Hissar cattle broed offered 500 to 1,000 rapees for relief. Theroupon the
President, District Congress Committee, wrote to the Deputy Commissioner,
Jhelum, to grant the Congress committee a concession cortificate to which
the following reply was sent :—

#T however appreciate the spirit of ao-operabion and will bear ju mind the request
whets an opportunity syises.'

It meant that what the Government did there was quiie sufficient.
“Then again, the Deputy Commissioner was addressed and we were informed
that the conditions in Chakwal tahsil were not acute and that therefore a
certificate for that tahsil cannot be granied and that further if we were so
nnxious to render help we could work in some other tlaga of the district.

Then I wrote to the Under Secrelary to the Government, Panjab, that
whereas Government were in & position to carry out relief work everywhera
throngh its officers, we could do the same only at places where Congress
.cormumittees functioned. Therefore certificates regarding import of fodder
¥: :;mcession rates shonld be issaed. The Under Secrobary repliod as
under—

1 am directed to inform you that the Deputy Commissioner, Jhelum, hae isued a
cortifieat to Lala Autar Narain, President of the District Congress Commities,
Jhelum, for the import of fodder at conoesgion rates. :

But, Sir, I have a telegram in my possession received from the Depuby
Comumissioner, Jhelum. It says ““ No certificate Chakwal Tahsil.” Then
there is another letter with me. It is from the President, Distriot Congress
-Qommittee, Jhelam. It is stabed therein— '

The D?mty Commissioner definitely refued to issus certificate for Chakwal tabsil
sond the correapondence to yon. Peopls axe clamouring for Bhusa there... ...

The certifionte was isaned for Lills, tahsil Pind Dadan Khan, where we have sent
wagons.

‘Besides, I have got a copy of the resclution which was passed at a public
meoting hold at Kariala, District Jhelum, under the presidentship of Chaudhri
‘Sarfraz Khan. Tt is with regard to the grievances about the famine of
todder in thai ilage. It was unsnimously resolved in that meeting that the
Government, be requested to issue certificates to import fodder at concession
rates. I have cited the above facts to show that we have tried our level
best to extend a helping hand to the indigent famine-stricken people. Bat
the Government have been callous encugh not to provide us the facilities
which it could easily do in the best interests of the people of the affected

All this manifests the mentality of the Government which is alwaye
out to help its voters and protagonists but would not move ita Little finger
-where the welfare of the other people iz ¢omeerned.. g
: . : : D
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‘Now I shomld like to advert to the statement made by the Honourable
Minister for Finance in his budget speech in connection with the famine
expenditure. The statement runs thus—

Much information has been made available to honourable members in answer to-
Assembly questions about finance in connection with the famine, I have made
referenices %0 it in part while dealing with the current year and the catimates

- for 1030.40. It would be an adwantage if the whols position is put togethor as

follows :—
1938-39. 1039.40.
Bas. Ra,
in lakhs, in lakhs,
Direct expenditure .. .- .. 27 30
FP.amissiona and Suspensions .. .. 28 16
Tacenvi Joans . .. L 37 38
Total .. #2 93

The total for the twe years taken together amounts to Rs. 1,85,00,000.

Now it is quite obvious from the above statement that apart from the
remissions the total expenditure for the two years, that has been ineurred
in connection with the famine amounts only to 86 lakhs of rupees and not
to 185 lakhs. The suspensions and taceavi loans ean in no way be regarded
as expenditure until and unless an announcerent is made by the Government
{0 the effect that these amounts would not be realised from the zamindars.
Then alone will I admit that Government have really spent Rs. 185 lakhs
in eonnection with famine. If you are going to realise the taccavi loans and
suspengions, you caunot in fairness say that you have expended the shove-
mentioned amount in belping thewn. It is a patent fact that loans are loans.
They cannot be considered as amn expenditure on the peeple. Hence the
inelusion of these amounts on the relief expenditure side is not justified.
3ix, in this connection it would not be out of place to mention here the manner
in which our bemevolent Governmens helped the sufferers of famine in pro-
viding them with fodder. The Government sold fodder at a rate which was
much higher than the rate obtaining in the market ; while the Congress at
some places purcbased it at higher rates, for instance, at 14 annas & maund
and sold it out at cheaper rates, 1.¢., at annas six a maund.

Now I turn my attention to Police. This 1s a department upon which
11 per cent. of the wholo expenditure has been digbursed. I should like to
make a foew observations about its working. In February last year we
moved an adjournment motion with regard to the happenings at Fatehwal.
‘We stated during the discussion that ingpite of our requests to Government
to send police to Fatehwal they failed to do so. The Honourable Premier
replied that they could not do so becaunse those were Muharram days and
the police had been posted to some other places to maintain law and order.
Well, to ent short, 44 persons were involved in the Fatehwal Murder case.
Government instituted a suit against them and spent about 14 lakhs of rupees
on the affair and what was the result of all that ? Only seven or eight
persons were sentenced to certain periods of imprisoument while others were
let off by the learned sessions judge. Let ug see the remarks of the karned
sessions judge with regard to the police. '
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Premier: May I remind the bonourable member that the onwe Is sWil
#4b judive becanse an appeal has beon filed. (Honoursble Memdms: No
sppeal has boen filed yat,)

Dy Gopi Chand Bhargava : I do kmow that.
. 'Premier : My honourable friend proposes to guote from a judgrent
of a easo Which is still sub judice.

(dn Honowrable Member :  No, no, it is not eub juilies:)

" Mr. Speaker: If in the judgment, passed by a sessions judge, thete
826 somve remarky, for or against the police and the cage is possibly o likely
16 go to she Hiph Court, any remuiks made by the honouxable membérs of
‘this House might prejudice the High Court,

Malik Barkat Ali: It was apnounced that Sir Wasir Hassan as a
matter of fact is coming to argne this case.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: But let me apprise the House of the
‘opinion of the sessions judge.

Promisr:  You need not make a mention of his opinion.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : The leamed sessions judge remarked
"that the police was present at Ajnala but it was delibetately not sent to
Patéhwal by the sub-inypector concerned. Besides, I shonld like to refer
to the happenings at Asoudha. '

Premier: May I remind the honourable member that this case is alwo
-sub judice ?

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : I do know and I do know my responsibi-
dities. I am nob going to say snything which I am not entitled o say.
Thén, I coms to the Ludhiana Bar incident. The bar room of the Ludhiana
~eourts has been kept locked since the 15th of February, 1939, and lavryors
hve 1ot been permitied to make use of it even up to this day. This matter
Wil be discussed in detail during the discussions on the demand relating to

the general administration.

Again, there is a case which will be of absorbing interest to all the
honourable members of the House. The facts of the case are as follows.
A respectable person who is a Diwan of a Btate, wes travelling'in » first
<lass compartment. Ho was weating a dhoti. An English officet travelling
in the same compartment took strong objection to his presenes. He de-
maided that the dhotiwals person should clear off the compartment, and
approached the railway police to remove him. The railway police whith is
,Ander the Penjab Government turned out that person from the compatt-
ment. Bnt when they found out that that person was a man of high posi-
- ion, they in order to save their skin, inetituted a case against hitn on the
ground that he was a public nuisdnices, as he wore dhoti whils traveiling in
» first olass vompertrhent (laughter). The case has only recently boon de-
ided ‘and the gentleiman concerned has been acquibted. .

Gandhiji cen enter St. James’ Palace in his loin cloth and that is net
<condidered & nuigsnce. Even when the Governor of the Punjab wishes to
have & tatk with one of the dhetisalas, thoy are keteived irtto the Goverhment
House with their dhoties. Why should it enter into the héad of anybody
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that & first class passenger in & railway compartment creates nuisance by
displaying his dhoti ? 1t is & matter of regret and shame that the police
ander this Government embarrassed a first class railway passenger simply
for the resson of his dhoti. Anyhow the case has ended and it has been found
out that the charge against the gentleman was absolutely baseless. )

I wish to refer to another thing. At Simla when the Mischievous Propa-
ganda Bill came up, the Honourable Premier informed the Housge that he
withdrew it as a result of consultation with the Journalist Association. May
T know if he has been in touch with the Journalist Association ever since ?
Does he ever consult the Associaiion when he is about to demand securities
from the press 9 His Government is continuously harassing the newspapers
who even wish to change their names. If they want to expedite matters,
they are asked to deposit securities. May be, the Government suspects
that after a change in their name the papers will ehange their policy and
will begin to write against it. I fail to understand the attitude of the Gov-
exnment. If they wish to take action against any newspapers, they have
sufficient powers to do so under the Press Act. Why should they harass
the newspapers like thai ? I could refer you to the case of the Monday
Morning. It applied for permission to change its name in November and
the permission was accorded in Fobruary. Our “ Good Government ™
takes three months in doing this little thing. Just see. I wonder why
Government should take np so much time. The records of all our doings
arein their possession. I do not know that the Central Government does not
trust the present Government in the matter of handing over our records
to them. S6ill it should not be impossible for the Government to know
all about us in & comparatively short time. After all, if the Government
is 80 chary of allowing its opponents to bring out newspapers it may ask
the Direotor of the Information Bureau to issue a communigué that all the
anti-Unionist sections or individuals of society will not be permitted to bring
out newspapers. This will clear the whole position and spare the Govern-
ment a lot of botheration to boot. I submit that the Government is
abasing its powers under the Press Act.

T have o submit a few things more and then I shall have doue for the
present. So far as I have been able to gather, the report of the Land Reve-
nue Committee was received ag early as in May, 1938. The Chairman sub-
mitted it to the Government under his signature. It has been under the
consideration of the Government since. We wonder how long it will take
the Government to put it before us. Sometimes we say to ourselves:
“ Perhaps the Government may never allow us to have a look at the report.’”
The Report of the Unemployment: Committee was submitted in November.
The Honourable Minister of Development has told us that the minutes of
‘dissent were received as late as December. Then, its printing must take
time. In the same way we heay that the Retrenchment Committee ia trans-
acting a lot of business. We are absolutely in the dark as to when it will
gubmit its report. I, for one, feel like moving a resolution that this ro-
trenchment committee be retrenched forthwith. It has held so manm
meetings o far, that the labour and money spent over it will be out of 8
proportion to its usefulness. '
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In short when I look at this budget from a layman’s point of view I
.-cannot convince mysel that it is of any material benefit to the province.
- Its economic theories may all be very good. but I do not think that it ean:
_.prove to be a sure remedy for all the ills of our province.

" Premior (The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan):  Sir,
. owing to my other pre-oceupation I had not the benefit of listening to the
-spoaches of the honourable members on the first two days of the generak
- diseussion. I have however seen the newspaper reports and some points
taken down by my colleagues have been brought to my notice. One thing
struck me particularly—it has struck other members slso—and it ig this,
that apart from the two points raised by Dr. Gopi Chand with regard to-
-Education and Medical Relief and the comparison of which he instituted
between the United Provinces and the Punjab; not a single member has
thought fit to refeir to the details of the budget. My honourable colleagus
the Finance Minister can therefore deservedly claim credit for preparing
& budget which has proved absolutely invalnerabls, with the result that no
membeyr on that side has dared to critieise seriously any item in the budget.
As & matter of fact, the Budget which I have studied with care and to which
my honourable colleague the Finance Member has given a great deal of labour
and thought, is a budget of which not only this province, not only any other
province in India, but any country may well be proud.

I was disagreeably surprised to find that wy friend the Leader of the
Opposition should have wound up the budget discussion from the opposi-
tion benches in the way he did. As a matter of fact it is the duty of the-
leader of a party and speeially of & responsible Opposition, to wind up the-
debate with cogent and constructive eriticism of the budget. I am sorry
he is Jeaving the Chamber. This is a most discourteons thing to do, because-
1 was referzing to my honourable friend and was going to answer his criti-
eifm. _ .

Dr. i Chand Bhargava : The Honourable Premier was absent
for two whole days and I am only going out for a few minutes.

Premier : My honourable friend probably does not know the Parlia-
mentary convention, that when the Leader of the Opposition is speaking,
-courtesy demands that I should be present and I was present during his.
speech. It was not possible for me to sit thronghout, as 2 matter of fact I
did not have the time, otherwige I would have been delighted to listen to-
several of the other members. I did hear Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt.
He made a very good speech. At loast he started well.

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt :  But I regret to say that the Press:
has misrepresented and misreporied me. It has taken s very undesirable
advantage and has twisted my words and misrepresented me,. = - -

Premier : That is your quarrel with the journalists up in the Press
Gallery. I think it is only right that I should very briefly reply to some of
the points raised by my honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition. He-
18 not here, but I hope that my reply will be communicated to him. I am
sure that he was not serious when he tried to compare. the, Unjted Provinces
with the Punjab. I am most reluctant,—because comparizons are always
odins—to enter into a controversy over those two subjects whick he raised
himeelf, but I must in spite of my relnetance answer him very briefly with
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vogard to those two points. He asked, what had the Punjab done with
vegard to Education? He said that the United Provinces were spending
two crores while the Punjab was spending only one crore and sixty-five lakhs.
Periotly true. But my iriend conveniently forgot that the papalation of the
United Provinces was 43} millions, while that of the Punjab, %8} millions.
{Interruplion). My honourable friend, who is a great mathematician, says
that in the United Provinces they spend 16 per cent. whilo we spend 15
per cent. on education. Let me quote for him figures per copita. The
per capiia expenditure in the United Provinces is less than eight annas while
an the Punjab it i3 eleven annas and six pies. (Hear, hear.) Similarly let
me give him certain figures with regard to medical relief. These figures are
rather interosting and I should like the House to carefully note them. The

average population sorved by one hospital in the vartous provinces is 4s
follows :—

Madras e . . .. 41,000
Bombay ‘e . . . 49,000
United Provinges .. . . 81,000
Central Provinces e e s 45,000
Bihar .. 61,000

These are Congress Provinees. As rega.'r;ls non-Congress provinces the
figures are—
Bengal . .- . .. 34,000
Punjab - . . .- 26,000
These fignres epeak for themselves and I need not therefore dilate on
them any further.

The honourable member then waxed eloguent over the help which had
been given to harijans in some of the Congress provinces. I knew that he
would refer to this subject and I also knew that he would not do even bare
justice to what we were doing for the harijans in this province. But when
he went on praising the doings of other provinces he forgot to-tell the House
‘the number of harijans in Bibar and their number in the Punjab. He also
forgot to inform the House that the problem of untouchability which existed
in other provinces did not exist hera. In the Muslim willages in the Punjab
there is no restriction on the right of harijans to draw water from public
wells.  Similarly, in several other villages there are no such restrictiouns.
Here all public wells are open to harijans which is far from being the case in
some other provinces.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : They have done o,
Premier : It is therefore necessary for other provineces to provide
amore monsy for sinking wells for harijans. 3 '

An Honourahle Member : What is  public well ?

Premier ; Public wells are wells built out of public money for the benefit
.of the general public.

An Honourable Member : Schednled castes are not allowed to
draw water from such pablic wells. '

Premier : Then my honourable friend is ignorant of actual facts.
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Sardar Mula Singh : In no village are untouchables allowed to draw
water from wells. Even Mussalmans do not allow them the use of their
wells. T challenge the Honourable Premier to disprove my contention, How
«can he say that untouchables have nothing to complain in this respest ?

. Pysmier : My honourable friend is perfectly correct when he says
‘that in several villages the Achhuis are not dllowed to draw water from wells,
"That is why we have provided in our budget money to meet their difficulties
0 far as public wells are concerned. Wells built out of public money can be
ased by the untouchables and nobody can prevent it. If anybody does so,
he renders himself liable to legal action. _ '
. Then, my honourable friend said something about the services, As
a matier of fact it has been repeatedly said by Government on the floor of
this House that instructions have been issued to all departments that wherever
possible preference should be given fo harijans in the matter of recruitment
if suitable harijans are available. With regard to police to which my honour-
ablo friend drew particular attention, T mentioned in this very FHouse that
we were doing our very best to recruit them to the police, but thet thero
‘were certain elements in the police force which were creating trouble about
messing. I have therefore suggested to the authorities to reerait them in
larger numbers so that they can have thelr own mess arrangements.
We have thus tried to meet that difficulty and as I mentioned the other day
in answer to a question we have enrolled in the police force 80 harijans.

My honoursble friend casually referred to the affairs of the Lahore
Municipality. He said that the municipality should have been revived:
"With regard to that question my colleague, the Minister for Public Works,
has already assured the Homse that the committee would be revived as soon
ag legislation is passed for the establishment of a corporstion for Lehore.
The Bill is being drafied and as soon as it is veady it will be introduced in
the House. My honourable friend also said that Bombay and Caleutéa are
commercial towns and Lahore is not a commercial town. I think he was
talking either with his tongue in his cheek or else he was ignorant of facts,
Is he aware that Lyallpur and Rawalpindi were higher-taxed fowns than
Lahore ? Are they more commercial than Lahore ?

80 far as supersession of the committes is concerned, my honourable
friend should not have wasted his breath or the time of the House on this
subject. He should have asked my honourable friend and ez-colleague
sitting opposite who after very careful consideration and after weighing
everything had reluctantly to come to the conclugion that the: committes
should be superseded,

o (At this stage Mr. Speaker left the chair and &t was occupied by Mr. Deputy
Speaker.) -
not because he wanted to do so, bub because the people themselves requested
him to do so. Thus the supersession was the doing not of the present Govern-
ment but of the previous Government. But I do not say that it was done
without due consideration. It was only affer deliberate consideration that
the committee was saperseded, because it was inefficient and, as some people

alleged, also corrupt.

. With regard to the Scout Asgociation, thig is neither the place nor the
occasion to dilate on that subjeet, but I can assure my honourable friend that
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We have no grudge against any scout association which wants to do that
kind of work. But we eannot possibly recognise any other institution except
the one which is the real scout association, I mean the Baden-Powall Associs-
tion. It is not mixed up with politics and has nothing to.do with communal
5 o, mattors. We cannot possibly recognise an institution
S which not only dabbles in polities but whose members,
sometimes use most filthy language, (4n honourable member: Which is
that) 2 If my honourable friend has the interests of that association at heart,
be may pull it up and ask the people who are in charge of the association and
are its organisors to behave better. I recently heard soveral complaints that
in Amritsar when & certain political procession was going round the city,
the membera of this association were not only carrying placards of a most
objectionable character but were constantly using abusive language.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : That information is incorrect.

Premier : 1 chall be very glad if it is not correct. He should warn
those people against providing grounds for such allegations in fature.

My honourable friend then referred to the Fatehwal ease and said that
the Government spent 13 lakhs of rupecs on that. I am afraid Government
had to spend that money. Does my honourable friend mean to say that
if poople create trouble, if people creato riots, we should not run them in
and prosecate them ? What should we do? Could we not go to a court
of law? T have appealed to my friend several times and I appeal to him:
again. If he lends me his help and if others listen to him, we can cut down:
this expenditure and create a new atmosphere. 1 do want his co-operation
and help. But everytime I ask for that, either out of unwillingness on his
own part or because he sometimes cannot manage others, he finds it difficult
%0 co-operate with me. But I assure him that if he and the gentleman
gitting next to him co-operate with me in these maiters, we ean not only
out down this expenditure but will be able to create a mew atmosphere in
this province whick will not necessitate such measures. (Hear, Lear).

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : Does it mean that this side of the House
has not tried to co-operate with him to settle communal differences wherever-
they have arisen ? Does he imply that or does he want me to reply in the
pross—I cannot do it here—that this charge against me is not correct 2

Premier : 1 am bringing no charge against my honourable friend of
trying to stir up trouble. What ¥ meant to convey was that he and I cannot
do what we wish to do. But if he and his friend sitting next to him both
join hands with me we will be able to do a great deal more, Now I hope he
understands me.

' Th: next point which my honourable friend raised related to a certain
incident in the first class compartment of a railway station. He said that a
dhobiposh was run in by the police because they considered that dhoti was a
public nuisance. My information about that case is that the police took
action on = complaint by a passenger in the train. It was a cognisable
offence. It was not because he was wearing o dhoti but becanse he had not
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the decency —this was the allegation, I do not know the facts—to see that a
lady was seated in that compartment when he took off his . trousers and
. started changing thom to a dhoti. (Laughter). . o

. Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : This is wrong. [ know something
about the ease. . S : -

‘Premier: My honourable friend referred to that matter and T am

merely telling him the allegation against the accused. The police could
not possibly refuse to take action when a complaint wag made and it ‘was a
cognisable offence. As soon as bail was given he was agked to go away and
the complaint was referred to a court of law. That is what the police did.
They did not tumn him out because he happened to be merely a dhotiposh.
He wanted to-change his trousers in the presence of a lady which as I gaid
before, no gentleman would do. : '

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : What is the decision of the court ?

Premier: 1 do not know. He takes perbaps more interest in these
cases then I do.

Another charge w,hich he brought against the Government was that:
although a journalists, association had been cstablished, Government did
not. take its advice when taking action against certain papers. If my
“honourable friend would earefully go through the list of the papers which
have been agked to furnish security, he will find that practically in all cases
action has been taken for rousing communal feeling, communal bitterness,
communal animosity. If my honourable friend studies the facts, he will bear
me out in this position and I am sure he will agree with me that we should
_ take even more drastic sction. My honourable friend, Dr. Satyapal! was some-
what inconsistent. Here he accuses me of taking action against the press,
although outgide the House he acouses me of inaction. Here he pillories me
for taking action and ontside he accuses me for inaetion, If he had been a
liitle more consistent, he would have said in this House also that I ghould
take action against all people who rouso communa] hatred, and - ecommun
bitterness. (Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava @~ Which you do not do) -
1. have said that in"almost all cases action has been taken. . (Inferrup”
tion). I canrefer my honourable friend to his own paper Where he pilloried
me for not talmg action and this is what he says :— :

a9 s L B8 ) iy L5 dow G gl it g el
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T'his is what my honourable friend says ouiside the House and here he
says * Why do you take action against them ?” ) -

Now another point which my honourable friend raised was with regard
to the Wardha Scheme. I must confess that T have not had the time to read
the Wardha Scheme.. My honoursble colleagues have read it. Several of
them have carefully sindied it. He referred to a report of the advisory
committes which he seid had unanimously. commended that scheme. But
he failed to inform this House that the advisory committee commended the
soheme in‘a modified form—rit was not the original Wardha Scheme--which
claimed to be a self-supporting and vocational scheme. Tn thal committec
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Dr, Zakir Hussain who was 4 spokesman of the Wardha Scheme withdrew
those two particular aspects of the scheme. It was neither self-supporting
' nor & vocational scheme. After ke had withdrawn those two aseertions
‘the advisory committee said that this scheme was like any other scheme of
education and, therefore, recommended it to #he notice of the provinces
for consideration and adoption according to the conditions prevailing in the
provinces if they so desired. That i1s a point which my honourable friend
either missed or has not himgelf studied well.

Now we come to famine relief. BSo far as this question is concerned
figures have been gquoted on the floor of the House several times. My
honourable friend said * Oh! 1if you are going to collect taccavi then why
do you say that you have spent nearly a crore and three guarters 2> But it
is a fact. I am not stating snything which is 1ot a fact, T am not stating
fiction on the floor of this Flouse, We have commitments of a crore and
three quarters, Taccavi, as my honourable friend knows perfectly well, isa
loan which must, in the interests of the province as a whole, be realized.
We are giving this loan to those people beeanse they are in need of it. If
subseguently we find that on account of continuons famine which T hope
will end very soon, or their distress, it is not just to realize the whole amount
ot any part of it, the Government will consider the question sympathetically.
The question does not arise now. ButI must yake it clear that taceavi
loans must be regarded as loans and nothing else. We have given large
remisgions in other districts. My hononrrable friend mentioned Jhelum,
"My honourable friend and perhaps the section of that organization to which
he belongs always take the opportunity of coming in with their beddings
after Government has started giving relief, He went to Hissar and now
he has come to Jhelum. He says that the eredit 1s due to him, for it is he
who got these coneessions from the Government. My honourable friend
can play that sort of game too offen.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: I do not work {rom that point of view.

Premier: Of course not. My honourable friend must remember that
such tactics are not going to pay. They do not conduce to that purity o f
political life which we all desire. It is no use trying to hoodwink the Jhelam
people by sending a telegram that we want concessions. Government has
already 1ssued instructions for relief not only in Jhelum district but in every
other district which needs relief. My honourable friend would probably
now go and try to get eredit for it and say that if he had not moved the
Government this would not have been done,

Dx. Gopi Chand Bhargava: That is the purity of pohties that you
try to achieve.

Premier: Precisely that is what T am saying., I can give you chapter
and verse, if yow want it. Another gentleman, a responsible gentleman
belonging to ihat organization, some time ago said at Liyallpur that mothers
were throwing their children in wells beecause of starvation. That report
was contradicted smphatically in the press and in spite of that he had the
audacity to go to the pross again and zay that he knew that there had baen
sich cases. 1 can assure this House and the people outside thet there has been
no such case of death from starvation throughout the period this Government

a5 been in power. (Loughter). My honoutable friend is laughing.
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Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: 1 do langh. What that gentleman
stated wagz that such a thing happened in Patiala State. '

SardariTara Simgh : That is alse incorrect (Laughter).

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: It iz o fact.

Prempier : The vitality of the people has no doubt been impaired omn
account of anccessive failures of crops for three years and their power to resist
disease has no doubt suffered, but thers has not been a single case of death
from starvation. In this conmection, as I said before, it i3 interesting to
notice the mammer in which certain people who claim to occupy responsible
positions in public life, but whom I call most irresponsible, have heen carrying
on wild propaganda with the sole object of discrediting the work of the
Government.

This. gentleman when he was confronted with that contradietion went
to the press again.  The Deputy Commissioner of Hissar thexeupon addressed
to him & {formal enquiry about the details of any case of this kind. The reply
received from the Secretary, Congress Famine Relief Commtttee, Hissar,
is most intexesting. He wrote that it was said that » case of a mother having
thrown her child into a well to save it from starvation had cccurred in a village
in Patiala State near the border of Hissar district. But this also had been
denied. (Loughter).

My honourable friend laughed. When people utter damnable lies, it is
my duty to contradict. But cven after thev are contradicted, they are
repaated. He said it ocenrred in Patiala State and not in the Punjab. Iiso
why pillory the Punjab Government ? If something happens in the Mooz
or ﬁn;gdars why must the Punjab Government be pilloxied ¢ Is that

f‘ lg'r. Gopi Chand Bhargava: It is vour repoxters whe. are responsible
or that.

Premier: He forther said that a woman of respectable family in the
vitlage of Bahmanwalla in the Bhawani tahsil had strangled her child to
save 1t from starvation and then had herself committed suicide. On enquiry
1t was found that there was no village of that name in Bhiwani tahsil. There
was a village of the name of Bahmaniwali, but no case of a child having been
sirangled by a mother had oceurred in that willage. This is the infaxrmation
which was broadeast to the press by a responsible leader of the organization
which seeks to secure to itself the position of being the sole representative
of the people of this provinee.

Dr. Gopi Chapd Bhargava: It is so despite the fact that the Deputy
Commissioner denies it. ' '

Premier : My two honourable friends the new political converts,
1 would not use the word renagades, ate not in their seats now. It is a well-
known fact that converts or renegades whether religious or political, are more
uealous than others in the cause of their new religion or political creed. I
was not, therefore, surprised when they went to the length of saying several
things which did not exist at all. 'One of my honourable friends who happens
to be—what is it—B.Com.—said that this was not a budget at all. “Who
calls it & budget ? he asked, “ A budget must be an accurataly helanced
statement of figures.” My honourable friend does npt understand what he
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says. He himself admitéed that nobody counld forecast what would happen ;
‘but he expected the Honourable Finance Minister to foresee these famines
and other disasters, and srgued that becsuse they were not foreseen, the
budget was not a budget. I shall be glad to know if he, being a B. Com.
knows more sbout the budger than Mr. Manohar Lal. My henourable
friend then ecxiticised the Chief Bngineer and the Government for having
saved nearly two crores iu the Haveli Project. Instead of giving credit
to the Governmens or to the departmont coneerned or to the officers of that
department for having saved such a hig amount for the province he tried to
exiticise the Government for this. If this is the type of criticism on which
he svants to foed his party, he can do so by all means, but I can assure him
that he would not be able to create any impression on those people whom
he has temporarily deserted, but to whom, I am sure, he will eventually
return after his disillusionment if he is honest. With regard to the Haveli
Projest we know perfectly well that apart from that saving, they will be
able to give water much earhier than was expected with the result that we will
bo able to get more land irrigated from which we will get more income. We
will have larger area under irrigation whiell will come in for agsessment
and, therefore, our income will increase. 1 cann ussure my honourable
friend that we have not only taken into account the fact that the rabi sowings
are shorter than the average, buk we have also made allowance for the fact
that there might be big remissions in rabi and some remissions in kbarif
and after taking all these factors into account we have made this budget
and allowed the fignres for revenue. Lf my honourable friend had asked me—
I am always at his service—or if be did 1ot want to ask me he could have
asked one of the officials of the Finance Department, who would have been
only too glad to help him and thus be would have nnderstood the real position,
My other honourable friends conld likewise enlighten themselves by coming
snto touch with the officials of the Finance Department and learn the intri-
cacies of the budget. The budget is not an easy thing to understand. My
honourable friend the new vonvert, although he is B.Com. does not know
that the budget is a very intricate business. He doss not know what a budget
is. Any one who wanbs to leaxn abont the budget can very well do so.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : What are the school hours !

Premier: My honourable friend would be glad to learn that as far a8
the Haveli Project is concerned we hope that wator will be put in the canaf
on 2nd April next and thus irxigation would begin but let me give you some
further information which will interest my honourable friends in this House.
Government has decided to proceed with the Thal Project also. (Hear,
hear) and orders have been issued that the Thal Project should start as soon

as possible. (Serdar Heari Singh : What about Bhakra Schems ?)

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : May 1 know whether this income of
land revenue includes the income as land revenue given, under the head
‘ Irrigation *? The land revenue derived from irrigated areas is included
a8 another land revenue under the head * Irrigation ' but the land revenue
otherwise is—

Premier : 1 will explain it in & second. _

" Dy, Gopi Chand Bhargava : I do not kmow the budget.
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Premier : o far as the Imrigation Depariment is concerned it is shown
a8 indirect receipt under the irrigation head and that is the deduct entry.
Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : In the budget it is deduct entry towards
the head * Irrigation,’ ' B o
Premier : It is shown on both sides, otherwige the budget would not
balance. My honourable friend Sardar Hari Singh said , ** What about
Bhakra Scheme ?*  Apparently he thinks that he has scored a point over .
the Government by giving that headline for the Tribume. Let me asgurs
my honourable friend that as far as the Bhakra Dam Scheme is concerned,
the Government is still negotiating with Bilaspur State. \ oo
. Sampuran Singh : Yon have done it for the ‘last twenty

Minister for Revenue : You do not know anything.

Premier : 1have not been here for the last twenty vears but o far ag
Bhakra  Dam 8cheme is concerned, we-are still negotiating with Bilaspur:
Btato. I might, for the information of the House, divulge a secret and that is
this that we find that the demand which the Bilaspur State has made is a
little unreasonable. We think that it is mipossible for ihe Government
10 accept that unreasonable demand bat it does not mean, that we have cloged
the negotiations. We will try to negotiate with them and reason with them
but, at the same time, it is necessary, in case our negotistions anfortunately
do not come to fruition, that we should have an alternative scheme equally
£ood as the Bhakra Scheme.  The House will be glad to learn that our experts-
have explored the possibilities and have found another spot where, if Bilaspur
Btate does not come to-terms, we shall be able to put up a dam and
-on, & scheme which would not only equal but excel the Bhakra Dant Scheme.
{(Hear, hear) (loud cheers). My homourable friends opposite would ‘be ‘in-
terested to know—of course they are not interested to know, for these things
would be very disappointing to them because they are helpful to the provinge
—that the other scheme looks very promising and, as a matter of fach, it
is & scheme with considersble benefit. It will not only benefit the Bhakra
area but it will perhaps increase the Sutlej Valley Project canal sapplies
and will also benefit the Bigt Doab. (Sardar Sampuran Singh : Question).
This schemo will provide three benefits if it matures. While Wwe are still
going on with negotiations with regard to Bhakra Dam and will continue
them, at the same time we have deputed a special staff to exaxaine the other
scheme and do the necessary survey so that there may be no delay. One
soherne or the other scheme must come, and it will come, and it will benefit
the poor zamindars.

Several speakers, meluding my two new political converts, got up and
spoke about the reports of the Unemployment Committee and Liand Revenue
Committee. They said that these committees had submitted their reports,

- but that the Government had taken no action so far. I am afraid either
they are ignorant of the intricacies and difficulties of the problem or, if they
are not, then I think they are not honest in their eriticism.  After all can
they expect tho Government to take action on such vital questions, affecting
the finances of the provinee and the welfare of the present and future genera-
tions, in haste and  without .giving due considerstion and without due
«leliberation ? My hononrable friends knqu__phst from qumnber___, onwards,
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(Premier). _ .

exoeph for a short break, we have been in perpetual session and we have noé
had time to give consideration to important documents like that. The
Unemployment Committee’s Report is also a voluminous document and ib
hag been submitted to the Government but it will require days (Munshi Hart
Lal: - Will vou take centuries ?) to go through the report. My honourable
friend ought to go to his seat if he wants to interrapt. My honourable friends
are also aware that no action is possible unless we know the other side of
the picture, The Resources and Retrenchment Committes has been doing
its Dest to expedite its work but this perpetual session, almost from Novem-
ber, hag not given them time to finish the work. In these circumstances
how ean my honourable friends expect me to sake action on the reports of
the Unemployment Committee or the Land Revenuc Committee ? When
the recommendations of the other important committees are not before us,
and, unless we know what other sourees we ean £3p, what other resources
are available to the province, and how far we can counterbalance the ox-
penditure, how can 1 possibly commit the Government to any sxpenditure
with regard to remissions or relief 2 Therefore, my honouzable friend should
rest assured that we ourselves desire to expedite the decision on, these roports
a5 s00n &s possible. Then there is the Abiana Cormnittee which is exantining
the rules of kharaba and certain other matters deeply and closely affecting
the irvigators and zeminders of the provinee. Their report will also be avail-
able in May or June. You connot take isolated action in these 1aatters.
Tt yequires very careful consideration and we will bave fo fake into com-
sideration all the various reports in coming $o a final decision as to how we ave
to. give more relief to the poorer zamindar in the province and how we are
going to recoup the money which we are gomng to lose, because unless we
recoup the money, the progress of the prevince will stop and I ama not pre-
pared {0 counfenance any propesal which will stop the progress of this pro-
vince as a whole.

With regard to corruption, my honourable friends are aware that we
have appeinted a special officer and a staff. We have also done seversl
other things. We also propose to put into effect the new rules under which
those peoplo who have completed 25 years service and whose record is
unsatisfactory or their retention in. the service is undegirable, will be weeded
out. That is another step that we have taken. (Hear, hear). My honour-
able friends must remember that there is & Punjabi proverb—

Toli dohan hathan mal wejde e.
My honourable friends must give their ear to me and also give theit
co-operation to me. Corraption cannot be wiped off without the help and

co-operation of all parties concerned. (Interruption). You want to do but
perhaps somebody else would not allow you to do that.

I will new deal with & rather unpleasant incident in Lindhiana to which
one of the hopourable members of this Honse—I am sorry to say he is a
memker of the bar association: a8 well—should have decided to make a
rofaronge. My honourable friend. said: several things which are not correct.

Chaudhri Muhammsed Hassan : Which are quite correct.
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~ Premier ; Idonot take my honourable friend’s words, My honourable

“friend went to the length of accusing a senior officer of Government, Be

said that this officer sent & report merély because he wanted to go from the-
judicial to the execntive side. My honourable friend in saner moments

" would be ashamed of that accnssmon {Honourable member from the Opposttwn

You skould withdraw the word ‘ashamed.”)

Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan : You should be ashama:'l The-
Ministers should be ashamed for having such officers under them.

Premier : The faciz are briefly these. -
Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt : Mr, Deputy Speaker, you should.

88k the Premier to withdraw those words .

Sardar Sampuran Singh : I rise to a point of order. The point of
order is this. Two words have been used here several times. The first
word used is * audacity * agsinst certain members of the House. Again the

‘word ‘ ashamed’ has been used. Certamly, if not the former, the ladter

word i unparlisamentary. Even the word ‘ audacity * is not parhamentm'y
(Voices from the Ministerial benches : No). We must read some dehate
of the House of Commons. If we want to carry on the work smoothly and.

in good grace it is absolutely necessary that sach words should not be
~used. Therefore I will appeal to _you.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : The honourable member is making a speech.

. (Laughier)

Sardar Sampuran Singh : You should give your ruling.
Mr, Deputy Speaker : The expression ‘ ashamed of * has been with-

' drawn

Premier : If my honourable friend takes objection to the word

.‘ashamed * T say he would be sorry in calmer moments for what he said,
- Now let me give the bare facts with regard to that incident. What happened.
+i8 this, The Bar Association of Ludhiana decided to present an address

to Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehrn. They sfterwards decided to give him a

‘luncheon party. Am I correct ?

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : You are not.
Premier ; My honowable friend says I am not. Then why is he
worrying about it ?

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : I did not expect anything better

" from you.

Premier : My honourable friend denies the fact that they wanted to-

' give an address to Pandit Jawaher Lal Nehru,

Chaudhri Muhemmad Hassan : I did not deny that. _
Premier: The district and gessions judge made a reference to the

: High Court saying that they wanted to present an address to Pandit Jawahar
- Lal Nehru. The High Court promptly wrote back to say that the Judges
~ bad no objection whatever to their presenting an addrees to Pandit Jawahar

- Lal Nehru, provided the subject matter of the address was confined either to

-legal matters or to matters which concerned the Bar Association.

DiWwan' Cl:man La]l. But hcfw could an address be preaented in
these torms ? -
3
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" Premier :  They ssid that they would not ,present it because they
swanted bor present a political address. Another reference was made and the
‘High Court wrote that they would not allow any political meetings. inside
-the Bar Room by .any political parties, whether it i3 the Congress party
or for that matter the- Government party {An honourable member : This is
wrong). My honourable friend says this iz wrong. I am now quoting from
.documents which I have seen with my own eyes. The District Judge com-
municated the views of the High Court. ‘Afterwards information was
received that certain members of the Bar insisted, in spite of the orders of
the High Court, on presenting an address inside the Bar Room. The High
wCourt sent telegraphic orders to the District- Judge not to allow the Bar
Room to be used because it was meant for professional work and not political
mwork. The High Court jssued instractions to the effect that no_pelitical
party, whether it is the Congress party or any other party, or even. the
{Jovernment party, should be allowed to hold political meetings inside the
.Bar Room. Now, Sir, after that, certain members, the High Court was
informed, said that they would defy the orders and hold a meeting and
spregent an address there. -The matter was referred to the Deputy Commis-
\sioner and the Deputy Comumissioner told the President of the Bar Room
.and other people that- they should not do anything silly like that because
ihe High Court had issued orders and they should obey them. They
-gaid they would do it and that the Bar Room should be opened. As a matter
.of fact one honourable member, who is not present now, aid that he wanted
.certain law books and that he wanted the Bar Room to be opened. How-
.ever that is a matter which has no reference to what my honourable friend
‘gaid. They insisted on giving him an address. Well, when I learnt this,
1 thought that it was a most unfortunate position and naturslly the High

" Coart should not be brought jnto politics : the position might become very
:dalicate:and the police might have to take action. We did not want. in.any
rway to do anything which might have ‘been embarrassing, disrespeciful
.and derogatory to the respectablo guest Pandit Jawahar Lal Nebru. I,
-thorefore, st once telephoned the Deputy Commissioner and suggested
that he himself or the Superintendent of Police should go to Panditji and
-explain to him the. whole position. I also foresaw—I was cortain—that
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nebru will not countendnce any guch step on the part
.of the Bar people.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : On what date ?

Premier: I am afraid I cannot give the date offhand. I can give
you. the date later_on. (Interruptions). My honoursble friends will not
listen to me now. I am giving them information. which is correct and based
on documents. The result was that the Superintendent of Police saw Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru. You can verify: it if you do not belisve it. He ex-
-plained” the whole position and said “ Wewould be the last: person to do
anything which would be unsavoury or unpleasant. This is the situation
-which had arizen due to the attitude of sertain members of the Bar.” :He
-very rightly, as 1 expected, said that be would have nothing to do with. the
address. Not only that. He said that he would not countenance any such
move which was in any way directed against the High Court. Heo advised
:the people to do the right thing and obey orders of the. High Court. This
48 the whole situation. (dn honourable member 2 ») '
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“IThe result.is that. some of those people and several membgry.of fhe Ber have
already issued a statement saying that they were not - parties: ko the; affair.
Yet with regard to this position, I understend the High Court has, issned

. & notice. to certain parties to show cause.why action _shpqlii."nb’t,f;ﬁé{:. tak_pn

;3gpinst them under the Legal Practitioners Act. This notice'is still perid
“Phey must try to clear their position and should give an’explanation, o’

~in an apology, a8 gentlemen should do. I cannot say what ,the;lﬁiﬁffﬁ_ )

Wil do, but T think that apology will duly mitigate the offence; which' is
. certainly a very serious offence and because that offence was committed by a
Tesponsible member of this Assembly it became even more heinous. T, pitiat
.xéspectiully submit that these are the facts in regard to the Ludhjana affair
-snd I have nothing more to say on this point. ' ’ a

Diwan Chaman Lall : I do not want to interrupt my honourable
-friend, but in order to elear one point may I ask him. whether it is_a’fact
that the bar room is not the property of the High Court snd that _',if;j«,«ls;!‘-,he
.property of the Public Works Department ? Therefore, anything Jthat is
- dope there can.only be done or any order issued can only be issued uuder the
.ganction of the Public Works Department, o

* .Premier: My honourable friend is not aware that the High |
“building i# in charge of the Public Works Department and they have to 1ook
.after that building. That does not mean that anything can be done’in“the
-High Court without the permission of the Judges. No. Similarly, nothing
~can be done in the Bar Room of any court without the permission ‘of-the
~Judges. ' ' ' o

‘Diwan 'Chaman Lall : Has my honourable friend,—becausoe: this is
-an important matter—already satisfied himself that the precinots ofshe
“bar room are under nobody else’s ocontrol but; that the Punjab Government
- have the sole control over the precincts of ‘the bar roem ? E

. Premier: As a matter of fact,.I have slready made it quite.claar
“that bar rooms are in charge of judicial officers and, therefore, I.cannot
-possibly accept my honourable friend’s eontention, ‘merely because the
-Public Works Department is in charge of all Government offices. -Sir; the
ititme ab my disposal is very short and there are several matters which. will
-have to be left unsaid. 1 would make an appeal to some of my.friends
-opposite and the President of the Non-agrieulturists’ Conference. I have
~geen the report of their proceedings. I am not aware whether they' have
“been correctly reproduced or not, but T am sorry to say that they have bean
~oonceived in a most shortsighted manner. I repeat here in this House again;
-and-I have ropeated it several times, that the recent legislation passed by the
{Government 15 meant only to place an obstacls in the way -of . dishonest

- Chmdhnl{mlma Gopal Dutt: You have been preaching that
syon would treat: them ag Hitler has tr_eat_ad the Gterman Jews, - _

- ~Premier: My honourablo irind .is saying something. that I never
.22
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* ' Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt: The Tribune had a leading articler

~‘onr the subject.

.

- Premier: 1 am not the writer of that leading article and 1 am nob
responsible for what it says. 1 several times said that it is only the dis-

" honest man whose style we want to cramp. 1 may assure my honourable-

 frionds that the honest man will not be affected by those terrorizations,
by those resolutions and by those fire-works. I am afraid my honourable

‘friends are not doing any good—send I may be allowed to repeat that once

~ again—to their own clags or to the province or to the honest business mern
in this province. My honourable friends say that they have got no confidence-

in the Punjab Government. They are welcome to say that. Use every
constitutional means and every constitutional method in your power to.
oungt this Government. We would not grudge it. But they should calmly

onder over this. They may come into power one day. After they come-
into power, they will know that it is only the dishonest man who. is touched

_ by this measure and if any honest person suffers—and I have given this:

assurance before on the floor of this Houge—if any homnest person suffers.
+nd if there is any legitimate grievance with regard to this Act after we-
have seen its working, then I would be the first person to amend this Act..
(An honourable member : 'What about dishonest landlords ?) Dishonest
Jandlords and money-lenders will be affected and treated equally. What 1

. wanted to tell my honourable friends was that they should not try to cut

their own noses to spite their faces, As I have said those terrorizations.
and those resolutions will do no good to the province or to their own class.
which they are representing. They have said that they are going to do cer-
tain things which would probably put the zamindar in trouble. (Honourable:

_members : Weneversaid so.) [t was gaid in the gpeeches and my honourable
friond was one of those who pleaded that, if you stop giving any credit to

zamindars, they would not find any money to pay land revenue and the-
Government would come down upon them and that the Government would,
therefore, be in a bad plight. (Interruptions.) I have never said that

thero was anything illegitimate in it. I have said that they were trying to-

cut their own noses to spite their faces. I you shut up all the shops, it is
pot going to affect me,, It wonld certainly affect business and the greatest
effect will be upon their class, It 18 their business which will stop. I geb
exiongh grain oub of my field to eat and if T eannot grind it I will merely
roast it. They must be aware that we are at the moment only trying bo-
deprecate the activities of dishonest persons and if this Government is ousted,

what would happen ? Have they ever considered that 2 It will be re-

placed by those who do-not believe in any form of capitalism. If this Gov-
ernment goes out, its successors would not be the capitalists from those:

" benches, but its suceessors will be those who want 0 see chaos in this country;.

‘not for the sake of their country and patriotic motives but for the sake of
crepting chaotic conditions, so that few political adventurers may gain.
I want my honourable friends to be aware of that menace and danger, that
‘there, are political adventurers going about and trying to use filthy and
abusive language and irying to coerce peaceful citizens. I have given them
a rope and 1 would continue to give them a rope 50 long as I find that the
pesco and tranquillity of this provines are not in jeopardy. . 1 have cases.
against several of them, but 1 have restrained my hand for several reasons
which. 1 will explain to any member, if he wauts, privately. But I cam.
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~gtand it no longer and if they abuse indiscriminately all officérs andtr}'to
-oreate an atmosphere of vidlence in this provinee, I will have to take action '
-~ quickly. 3 B e
. Cheaudhyi Krishna Gopal Dutt : Even against Ministers. .
- Mr. Deputy Speaker : I would request the honourable member not -
-0 interrapt. : - : S e
~ Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: He is delivering a provocative
speech. - _ IR ’ ' L Sl
Mr. Deputy Speaker : = Order, order. S
Premier : My speech is always difficult for my honourable Irends
“to hear. I think I have already taken so much time of my ,onoursble
friend. the Finance Minister. But before I resume my goat, I would make
-an appeal to my friends opposite. They must realise that, it we want to -
make any progress towards the ideal which is & comumon ideal—the ideal
for which we both are striving, though our methods may bé different—I .
-appeal to my honourable friends opposite, at least the responsible seotion
amongst them, that they must not consider this administration as a hostile
- organisation from their point of view. We are all partners in a great trnst.
. It is for you to criticise us, it is for you to keep accounts properly; it is for
. you to see that we spend money to good account, it is for you to see that we -
~do not go off the rails, But it is also for you to support us in the interests
-of the province, not for the. sake of the Ministerial Party but for the sake
of this provinee and for the sake of our Motherland. - May I in that spirit of -
partnership request everyone to bring back the atmosphere which we tried
“to create in the first session of the House and work hand in hand and in co-
~operation with each other. . S : . S
- Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt : Leave the Muslim Loeague.
Premier : If my honoursble friend is worrying:abont the Muslim |
Lieague that shows that he is a worse communalist. Lef us all ereate such
- an atmosphere that there would be no need of the Hindu Sabha, there would
be'no need of the Muslim Lieagne. We must all work hand in hand in the
‘interest of our Motherland and above all in the intérest of this Land of Five |
Rivers. (Prolonged applause.) _ : .
. Sardar Sahib"Sardar Santokh Singh: Sir, I rise to.make a persoual :
- explanation. I took part in a certain Non-agriculturist Conforence held; at ..
Amritsar o1 the 19th January, and the Honourable Premier hag made certain
- very improper reflections or aspersions on what I gaid there, Equity and;
-justice require that I should be allowed to reply to some of the points 40..

-¢lear my position. : :
Mr. Deputy Speaker : There will be ample time for you to do that: -
'Sttheend. . ik : v . M .'-. ca
At this stage several members rose o speuk amidst shouts of ovder; order.”
Mian Muhammad Narullah : I have a right to contradict & wrong
sstatement . made by the . Honourable Premier against-me. ' .. i
Mr. Deputy Speakey : - You have no right. (Shouts of order, drder.)
. Dr. Gopi Chapd Bhargava: I rise t0 8 point of order. . Whea any. .
-one has to offer a parsonal explanation it is not during the ‘spesch of the
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(]3:;‘ QPmmlﬂ-nd:Bhsl!ﬂm}- . i . .. . . ae : .-
m,e?ﬁ}}&e;yho has made any remsrks against him but when he. finishes and:
béfore aniother member stsrts, that he can offer his explanation. At the-
same time I would submit that unless a man has stated. spything he.msay-
not be prejudged that he is not ‘offerifig any ‘porsonal”exi Janstisti or that
yowhavérunderstood what he hes 'to say. He should be. permitted t¢ have
hie say and then you should decide whether he i to be permitted'-or not.

‘Prensier : Mby I suggest that it'is the Finance Minister's Day ad I
think we must show him courtesy by allowing him to have his say. Affer he:
has finished 1 am prepared to sit for'an hour and’Hsténito the personsl ex-
placatipns.

. Dy Gopi Chand Bhargava: 1 am prepared to sit after the Finance"
Miriister's speech- and request that when the time for personal explanations
ariged: they will be permitted.

. Ni¥; Deputy Speaker : It is not necessary to allow time for personal:
explariation just at this time. Time for personal explanations rmay be
alffwed: later.

. FRimence Minister. (The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lsl): Bir, we ap-
proack now the concluding stage.of the general discussion of the budget-
ang | tyust it: will:be-a quiet. stage. In the first instance, I am grateful for-
the: very: kind : appreeistion with which many honourable members bave
begh:goofk enough to refer to this year's budget. The budget has been kindly
repeiveft-and it cannot but be a matter of gratification to me that it has-
beeyi: 8o received. But I am even-more thankful to honourable members-
fov;the: critivism which they have attempted against the budget. May I
in this connection refer to the honoursble member from Sialkeot whe, it T¢ -
may say. so, disentangled some of the main and characferigtic- features of
the pregent budget. He referred to three facts. Firstly, he said. that- this
budgst 'shows that Government has been prompt and has given substantial -
hélp'in the matter of the Hissar famine, That is one leading characteris-
tic* of'the ‘present budget. He roferred then to the Haveli project and the
ﬁh%@ﬁeﬁs and"economy witk which it has been executed. May I add,

b the project also typifies the foresight of the Punjab Government in.
planning so as to relieve permanently distress and diffioulty in the. future.
Hb:wasgood encugh also to refer in this budget to the plan of retrenchinent
of whiick we have shown a striking proof. 'With these main features of the
budgét-—the: expeditiousness in giving relief to Hissar, the completion of -
thitHaweli jprojeet and the embarkation on new irrigation projécts, and-
added’to it the' securing of -considerable retrenchment—1I, for one, think: -
that we have done everything that the province could really desire, and if’
there betsmy shorteomings, if it be that we Liave not been able:t4 ashiove
everything, that can be no matter of criticism that can be legitimatoly -
direcied sgainst the present budget.

‘-j;l;-haneg only one observation. to offer. The honourable. niensber. was
pleased to say that last year my budget showed marks$ of robust optinisnd:
zﬁi&_g@aq&ngt .do se te-day,. All that I cam say.is.his that il the budget. .
s "to show marks of robustness, the fault lies in my expression, in the

vof 'whatoT Hmténded o eey. Flain slso consvioty thist-sodie mentbers

hare! thought -that as & masiter of figt: tho: bitdget - depiets too glowing:
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» picture of the finances of this provinee, it shows a greatet amount- of?
robustness and optimism then circumstances- jhatifidd or the: proposals “itr
“thie budget entitled it to: - : e -
. A second line of criticism was.adopped of which.I'wish to take. no parjiz
‘oular notice. That line of cirticism was this. One honourable member
referred: to his constitmency of Kengra. Another- mentiomed: the: diffoul-
ties in the way of the people wWho live in the Ferozepere: distriet: A:third:
‘refbrred to his. own district. of Mianwali: o . 2
© (Al this stage Mr, Speaker regumed the Chair.) - S
Another referred to Ludhiana and its particolar difficulties. Then.
we have mention of Hissar of -which we have
. heard so much recently. These appeals refer to.
‘particular districts, they represent the concern of particular honourable-
members about their constituencies. But these are matters which at any
rate are too particular and net impertant from our point of view. to-day,.
and . therefore 1 choose to leave them aside for the moment.

" Then, a third line of critieism was developed egainst our budget. This:
is' the line of general denunciation in which unmitigated fulmination was.
‘attempted against the budget and in which-poor me was also occasionally:
accused, ‘As I listened to the very impassioned speech of my very dear
triend, Mian Abdul Aziz, I was reminded of a famous live in a Roman- poet
rendered forcefully by Alexander Pope “ And.in heavenly hosoms dwells
such. mighty rage.”

The - forebodings of Jeremiahs have not come true; they were not ex--
pected to come true. Government has steadfastly kept in view- the easential!
principles of financial rectitude, we have placed a correct and exset: picture:
of the finances of this province before this Assembly. If the honourable-

. members think, as some have in their uncritical denunciations pretended:
that the Government will suffer some manner of disaster or collapse or-
reekage as & result of pursning those principles, well; them, thHoy are in-.
ditlging in vain imaginings and their prophesies cannot possibly have any:
significance. They are siriking the vacant air: In political’ controversy,.
heat ig oftén in inverse proportion to the amoumt: of ~knowledjge’ possessad:
by a controversialist. Now, we have tried, or at an rate I have tried in the-
htfmble statemént-that' I made in presenting the budget to avoid all beat off
debatp or controversy. I Have placed before the House all- possible facts,
all' possible important facts, in the short speech which I had- the privilege
to ndake on the day when the budget was presented. It ismo use attempting:
any longthy diatribes with regard to it; because, what js really: essential is-
t6.grasp the prineiples, implieit i it, and-the essential facts qua this partien--
la¥ budget. The budget is too solemn an oceasion- for the arti of: the mere-
detractor ‘and critiéism so developed’ leaves me cold—its virulence or-
veliemence can be no substitate for trencheney or effootiveness.

~ .Now, Sir,.a mone: pptent, hecause a.more. worth-while attack that was.
atbumpted. consisted: mainly, of certain. suggestions. Those suggestions. ware.
thati we.onght to. ta, to-develop ovr revanues and we.onght.to study carisils-.
etz of our axpenditore: In- this again; may I refor to two.or thres faota-
_which tha ioncnrable. members havenet.. pasticulaxly uotised. I, ¥ ahmiops.-
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that it mnst ever be a matter of special study on the part of any govern-
ment to consider how to keep down expenditure. But honourable members
must remember this that only quite recently, in 1981, the whole question of
rotrenchnient was exhaustively and comprehensively examined. :

I do not propose to suggest that that having been dome no further .
goope for retrenchment exists. Very far from it. In this very budget you
see evidence of it, where the necessity was imperative and the course
before Government clear. (4n honourable member : Why not much more ?)
Who says, not much more? The matter is definitely being enquired into,
All that T say ‘is that quite as recently as 1981 the matter was elaborately
considered and therefors the seope for retrenchment must necessarily
be limited. Secondly, another big fact that we must bear in mind is this,
that when this Government entered upon office about two years ago steps
had already been taken, or steps wers immediately taken by ths Govern-
ment, whereby scales of pay were reduced all along the line and many a
gervice that before used to be an Imperial Service with high sesles of pay
was, as & matter of fact, made provincial with much Jower scales, and
brought more dirsctly under the control of the present Government.
Thirdly, as I said we made a quiek adjustment which the famine situation
required and which our finances even with their comparative inelasticity
permitted,

Here may I refer to the Resources and Retrenchment Committee
.about which so much has been said. The first fact that we might bear in -
mind ig this, that this committee unlike others is a committee charged with
& double tagk. It is not only purely retrenchment nor purely resources.
“This is s larger task than the previous committees, which were smaller
in compass, were concerned with. Not only this. It is easy enough for
.purposes of argument to say, ‘‘ This commibtee has been in session for
4wo years, what are its achiovements?” 1 think much energetic and
enthusinstio argument was developed by the honourable member coming
from the Hisear side on this matter. As a matter of fact it must be remem- |
bered that this committee was not actually constituted till about October,
1987. Therefore in the interest of precision it is no use saying that we were
.constituted two yesrs ago. Not only that. We did not get that aid and
assistance from certain members of the Opposition or rather from gentlemen -
.of the way of thought of the Opposition—one of them it was a matier of
resl concorn to me wes an old pupil of mine—that we expected from them,
and that to some extent interfered with our proceeding with the deliberations
in the committes with that expeditiousness that we might otherwise have
done. But let me for the information of the House—becanse many quea-
tions are frequently asked on this matter—say that between Getober, 1987,
and October, 1938, in view of the fact that we had a summer sossion of the
Assembly at Simla we had compazatively very limited free time. But since
this evidence had been taken and finished by October, 1938, we literally have
not had a day, due to causes which honourable members know, to.con-
sider the mass of evidence before ug and yet thanks to the honourable -
membets of the commitées, we have, I think devoted about twenty-daye
to the consideration of the evidence and we have made considerable progress
with ‘the exarination of this evidence, and have recorded our results. - -
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~ An honourable member : How long will you take to gsomplete the
W? L i o ) H ) - . > Ty S,
i ; Minister for Finamce : I will angwer that question presently...The.
rte of the other eommittees, that is, the Darling Committee and the.
Unemployment Committee, as the House already knows, are in prink
T s possibly at fault so far as this committee is concerned and the "House
may cast as much blame as it likes on me, but I can assure honourable
miembers who may be prepared to take my word for it that we will allow .
1o time unnecessarily to lapse. Wo are doing our best. . & o+
Diwan Chaman Lall : Iz it a fact that the Darling Committee’s report

was signed nearly a year ago ?

Minigter for Fimamce : It was composed of three or four members
who had devoted their whole time o that work, L

" Diwan Chaman Lall ; May I take it that the committeo finished its
labours and a report was signed last May ? ' _ :
. Minister ¢ I am not sure of the date, but it is probably much later
than May. ' ' . e D - .
" Diwan Chaman Lall't Do T take it that the Government has not been .
able to, consider that report, during this period of nearly fen months ?

inister : I think the Premier has answered that and it is not neces-.
sary for me to go over the same ground again.. '

. Chaudhyi Krishna Copal Dutt : No answer was given by the Pre.

_ Minister ¢ T have spoken in all humility. The House may not acoept -
my word, but what I have daid is that I have tried to do the best I could::
and if T may say so; Nawab Muzaffar Kban has been good erough to take:
the chair whenever it ‘was not possible for me to do 8o, and if this committes
has not been in s position to go faster with its work, I am quite prepared to :
take the blame on myself. o : S :

. Another line of criticism was the one to which I attach no importance
because it it really pointless and at best of poor debating value, and that
line consisted of this, ** reduce your revenue and increase your expenditure.”
I.have not come across any one who has made sny valuable -suggestion,
excopt in the matter of retrenchment or in the matter of lowering the salaries,
ete., which is always before us, with regard to the question of expenditurs. .
The demand is generally, ** increase your hospitals, intensify your, eduga- -
tionsl effort, provide more relief to, agriculture, push on the consolidation
of holdings with even greater, spaed, watch that the industries do not syffer,
sep that your roads are built faster and that programmes in every possible
direction by Governmental effort are increased.” That ig the demand on |
one.side, and, on the other, of .coyrse, the demsnd is always with us that in
this, interest or.in. that interest land revenue should be reéduced, abiana
rates, should be .out down, and other state demands be decreased. .'.Mfle i
58y again. as & very humble individual that:sueh & performance, o foat of
that charsoter, is , 0o} in my. power? ; Miracles; caunot .be. porformed, when. .
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[Minister: for Pinanes:] S Lo
you are dealing with income and expenditure, and the rules of arithmetie-:
cannot possibly be defied in & way which has been suggested by some honout-
able: membors in this House. I can understarsd:essh: braneh oftthe:sxgu.
ment raised- by itseli. But you cannob have both taken: together. (4.
homosradle member: Pessimistic). Call it pessimistic. Arithmetie: does:
nob’ permit me to consider this particular matter in any other way, and may-
I'say this with the utmost confidence howsoever pessimigtic it may be:
called; that any Finance Minister anywhere' who thought that he coudd!
fly in the face of figures and defy facts and rules of arithmetic, would be -
leadipg his eountry to-ruin and collapse. (Flear, hear.) Now, B8ir, in
attempting to answer these various criticisms, may I place before the House,
what T believe in one form or the other I have done more than once, certain
principles which guided your Government in preparing its budgetoery affairs 2
They can be described n two sentences in the first instance, that withouss
gerious disorganisation of finance wo must meet our immediate wants
however heavy, and let me say here that I am glad that that general principle
has met with universal approbation from every part of this House in the
metter of the Hissar fansine. (Hear, hear. and: epplouse.) 1 think it would
be universally admitted that our Government, with its limited resources.
has stood the strain of that famine in & remarkable manner ; no further
effort is necessary to commend .the construction of this budget or- the prine
ciple on which it iz based. Further, not only have we met the immediate
needs with the ntmost promptness and with the greatest desive to help and
to serve ; but this Government has given striking evidence in this budget
of the fact that we are actually building up resources for the future here
and now, in the shape of the Haveli project and ‘we are contemplating almost
to-morrow the startng of other schemes for the permanent strengthening:
of your resonrces (hear; hear), that must cut down the possibilities of these
disasters with which the province is unfortunstely visited every now and.
then: Sir, if those are the principles on which our budget is constructed—
sad it does not require any special effort to see. that these are the principlos—
I think we shall be abundantly justified in the eyes of the provinee for the
proper conduct of the finances of which we are at present the cnstodians.
May I put our principles in another way and this is the way in which it at-
tracts the Finance Minister more particularly. I will put this in three ox
four sentences. The first is that we must conserve our resources. I thimk:
we have given evidence of this in this budget because if we had net conserved:
our finanees and our resources we could not possibly have met the diffeul--
ties in Hissar. The second prineciple I wish to emphagige is the prineiple of’
eelf-reliance. We have given evidence of that alse. It would: be withir:
your tecotlection that during the past fortnight or three weeks that we have!
bad: the pate of budgetary oratory all over the country it has besn said;
in some of the provinces ai any rate, that in-order to filt the gap which has«
beery cteated 'by the ministries in purenit of certain ideals or-which has arisen
otherwise, resort might' legitimately be had to the Government of India for
assistance immediately. We believe—we should be thankful for sny assistt
anes which may come from the Government of India—but we beliéve that-
sdifreltancet -is & matter of 'the utmost importance in-budgetary: mattors:
(Bear; hewr and ‘applouse.) And ‘theve is-@ third primeiple. whick might liss
regurdod ¥ o -covolllry to- that and‘that is this.. Wé phin our-budgeis-ae-
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if we are going to hold the ministry for all time. (Hear, Faarr fifomothecomsinidd
faiob: Vencliper: anddh-ivoniosd cheers:jrom the: Gpposition) The: Premmien: ther
otlieiv-day ‘shidy: I'-think: borreférved figaratively toa five thousandy. yeardd
i wrivish. tha presenbiministry may-last - Thatsoficomred iss likerally nobi
phekiblé: Bub those: who Lioliti your - ministry: to-day and: those of~ theirr
smiossors imbued with. similar ideas may: last; shouldl: lask,: a-long timen
But wietfiorthey' do-or whether they do not; ib.is-the primavy daty-of every:
niéindatrysto ect and: plan aa if they were not-mery leasehoiders for-six imonths}
oblayear: (cheers: and coundor-cheersy, But they must -be prompted ' in; theip
abtionswas if they were the custodians for all time of the finances of. the pror-
vinee, Theteby alone are-finances properly conserveds and true foundations:
Inill £ adequate and: stable policies. That 13 a principle that we have-
kept: constantly in view. (dn honourable member: Look to your loft.)

Some of the gentlemen in the course of tho speeches referred to * bachats .
(savings) and the absence of ‘' bachats.’ It is not the prineiple of budgets-
that there should be a * bachat '—not even remotely so. 1 have said that
© in eertain circumstances there may be deficits, and we should not be worried"
about. these deficits. Nor is it any business of the Government, if 1t can.
properly forecast events, actually to budget for any large, surplus. If a
sirplus comes at the end of the year, and if the Government can direct it to
particular use in pursuit of useful plans that is a perfectly proper course.
Such & surplus is all welcome, but if it does not materialise, we aré not 10
strive sfter a surplus. May I say this in this connection ? We had a very
large surplus in-the year 1987-38; and we provided for & Bpecial Deovelop-
ment. Fond of 556 lakhs. 1 had hoped, it the famine had not intervened,;.
that during the year 1989-89: and 1989-40, I ghould. be able.to raise thet
fend from 55 laklis to more than & crore, and you can see proof-in the budget:
that we would have certainly achioved and. scoomplished. it. - But that. is-
neb the point. What I wanted to say was this. Last year you would re-
yhambar: 50 much criticism was directed against this Special Development
Fund-as if it was something harmful. and- injurious to this province. i
year-if: you have watehed-the budgets of other provinces you may have.
cemaé’ aoross moré thea.ome where—I was going to say imitation—but an.
adeption of the. schame that your ministry was able to put before the House .
last year they have themselves adopted this principle of & special develops.
mend: fund. (Rear, hear and  applause), and we are saved from the necesgity -
of budgeting over precisely. with & view to see that we have no-surplus af-
all; beoasise whatever surplus we have, thanks to the direction, of thia House-
of-atsany rate-the general approbation, wo put in this fund. whieh.can- only
adid. to-tho advantsge and material benefit of the people of this provinoe.
(Hear, hear) Tested thus and I repeat the claim ib-all humility, T-think our
budget embraces & sound, plan winning the general approyal of everybody.

. Now, 8ir, we have made—in 193889 when, I presented:the budget lasé,
yead: 11 could niot have foreseen-the defieit; I am no prophet, and in. 1989-40,.
wwage having the  difficnliy again, — wa have.made np.attempt to cover.
thase deficite. becanee: we 4o mot consider: that- these abnormal ~conditions:
nhescsitate additional. taxation.. No. -Qur ‘general position, as- I saidl
withi; just) eraphedisy. was ome. of essentially- sound, fmance, -subjeck: to- anyZ.
genetal-and largor! changas we'yay méke imioar: sobemes of«: ibure::
orrsourees abrevenme.. Thw aaly bax that is propoded:tobe apoed duithis.
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provines, a Bill has been mtroduced by me, is & amsll petrol d.nt.y That i
the only tax. You will see, that that is the Yimmblest addition to tazation
that has been done in any provinte in India, and ours is a purely fiscal
measure. It was not intended to cover any deficit at all. It was intended
to make a permanent addition to our revenues, and if I may say so, it is
in furtherance of a recommendation unanimously adopted by the Resources
‘Committee in order to amplify our: general revenues. It is not & small
matter that in this year of heavy famine strain we have gone through with ..
-out any sort of cut in salaries, without any increase in our texzation. It
can be only a matter of real relief, I take it, to the people in the Punjab—
does not matter to what class they may belong,—that we have been, able to
go through this year and perhaps hope to go through next year—subject to
any general examination of our fineneial pos:tlon, without imposing any
‘particular burdens on the people. Now, Sir, it is in view of this, if T may
say so, that our credit—an hon.ourable mermber was partmularly anxious
about our credit—our credit in the loan market stands high to-day (heor,
kear). You can easily urnderstand my anxiety—I am not an active poli-
tician like so many honourable members, you ean easily understand my
anxiety to see that when we go forward with our borrowing programme ag
we have to do during the coming year to carry out our blg schemes like the
Thal and probably the Bhakra, we easily obtain money in the market, and
‘we have not to pay over much for that money.

An honourable gentleman referred —I do not know how he contnved.
to reconcile himself to this (lawgkier) but he did so—to there being some-
thing wrong with under-writing operationg in conneetion with our loans.
It is unnecessary, I trust, for me to argue that under-writing is not only.
permissible but usually essential in floating loans. There cannot be the
least objection to such a course particularly as we borrow money through the
-agency of the Reserve Bank which everybody knows is the most efficient
-ageney for the purpose, and the Reserve Bank thought that under-writing
-arrangements are absolutely necessary in order to be able to secure monay
-on, the most favourable terms. The honourable member (Mr. Sethi) then
referred to our jail industries, much uninstructed reference. I wish
-only to say two words at the present stage. One is that the minister in
charge of the jails iz the biggest charka spinner in the province to-day (hear,
hear) and he probably produces mere khadi eloth than anybody or any asso- .
ciation in the province. But I mnst reserve my answer to the critieizm that
is directed ageinst our jail administration ; when the appropriate demand. -
-comes, I shall be able to show how in 80 many directions we have been able
to move forward and record notable advance, :

Sir, T mugt refar to one or two other matiers. If was said that in other
_provinces voloptary reduction in revenue had taken palce. We are all well
aware that volunt&ry reduction in revenue has teken palece in a number
-of provinces in particular directions, but with what effect ? I will show
you presently that while rains have been lacking in this province the expen
-diture on beneficont depsartments has been increasing with torrential speed.
And we have had no rain of taxes in this province. If you fock at the other-.-
provinoes, it will be within your recollection that there ig hardly a provines
%hathasnotnnposedatleastSorﬁor'?dntmsndtaxeadmng the year. -
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1 think it is no small gratification to this ministry that we have no such r¥din
‘pf taxation. Take for instance Bombay. I am réluctsnt to institute
comparison and T do not wish to do-g0; but in some provinees, for
" metance, Bombay, the Finance Minister hunaelt admitted, nay emphasized,
1hat he had probably passed the limits of all proper and "bearabls taxation
there. And may I say this in connection with Bombay. A certain amount.
-of eriticism was divected against the house tax which the Administrator
of the Lahore Municipslity propeses to impose here. You will note that
during the next three years the maximum of this House tax in Lahore. in
the civil station is 4 per cent, in another part of the Lahore city 8 per cent
ond in st another part within the walled area only 2 per cent. Would it
surprise this House to know that in Bombay the pitch of municipal
taxation stood already at 14 per cent and yet Government has not hesita-.
ted, in the interest of provineial finance and not of the eity, to add a further
10 per cent to it ? In Bombay, therefore, the pitch of taxation on houses
-comes, in round figures to 26 per cent or one-fourth, while here we, only in
the well favourcd civil station, propose to bave no more.than 4 per cent.
Take the United Provinces. The same is the tale, a volley of taxes. Take
Assam, the same story. On the radio this morning we were told that a
comparatively small province like the Central Provinces is proposing to
impose four or five taxes and increasing the petrol duty which is already 5.
per cent to 8 per cent. In these circumstances I think one ought to be .
" thankful for the very modest and single stop that wo have proposed here,

Now, Bir, as I said, & major part of the criticism that was directed
against our budget was by Chandhri Krishna Gopal Dutt. Sir, this was
valnable criticism, evolved by the honourabls member from Sialkot,
Chaudkri Knshua Gopal Duit, He offered a considerable amount of
criticism on our budget ; and it was suggested that the Punjab will show
poorly in comparison with other provinces. I do not wish to disouss this.
to-day at any considerable length, but the House will bear with me if I

- simply stated some of the salient facts. So far as the total expenditure en
beneficent departments is concerned, Bombay has & total of Rs. 8,29,00,000.

Bengal has 8,31,00,000, Madras has. Bs 4,61,00,000, Punjab has Rs. 8,44,00,000:
and the Umted Provmces Rs. 8,99,00,000. You will see that only
two provinces have larger total expenchture on beneficent activities,

But in considering . total expenditure, . we must put eide: by side with
it their total income. I have taken the trouble to do so and if you wateh
these parallel facts you will find that the percentage of expenditure on
beneficent departments to revenue in these various provinces is this ;— :

Bombay . - . - 262 .
‘Bengal Cew e e e 2440
" Madras - .. .. - e 284
* Punjab e e ... 929-d4and
United Province . P o 2999

United Provinees is more but in this connection the honourable members
must témembet that the per capita expenditurs on beneficont departments
in the Pupjab is Re. 1+4, and ifi the United Provmces thongh they have
"larger percentage, they have only Re. ‘8 (hear, hear). 1 pointed - out last
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.year that, as a matter ',of fact, we have larger per capitn expenditure on

beneficent departments in thig province than in any other province except
Bombay and you will remember that the population of Bombay is very mach.
.smaller than ours. '
' Chaudbri Krishna Gopal Dutt : What about retrenchment in other
provinoes 2
Minister for Finance : Sir, I have limited powers. I have not the
faculty to deal with two matters at a time.

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt: The United Provinces has re.
trenched to the extent of over 48 lakhs.

Minister for Finance : We spent more than in Bombay. Because
. thev have smaller population, and they have in consequence slightly higher
.per capita expenditure, Others are all less. Our percentage is slightly
‘below the United Provinees only but their population iz more than double
and their per capita expanditure is about half, This is a staterment thab
I wish to make particularly for the information of my honourable friond
-opposite. He gaid, I do not know how he said zo, that Bombay has an
expenditure of 29 lakhs on industries and we here have only an expenditure
of 21 lakhs. I was starticd by these fignres when they were anaouaced
by him. I have verified facts and T have the Bombay Budget here. Bombay
has really ouly 18 lakhs for industries. In Agriculture we really stand far
ahead, with our expenditure of 40 lakhs, and in this connexion we must
remember 19 lakhs on Veterinary and 19 lakhs on Co-operation. Any
examination of these figures—I will make the statement available for the
honourable members if they so desire—is most gratifying. I have compiled
comparative figres on the strictest basis, and we need be afraid of no com-
parisons.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Santokh Singh : On a point of order. My point
of order is that the hour of interruption being over, no proceedings can be
carriod on any further. I will refer you to Rule 12 (3) (c} of our Rules of

Procedure. It runs thus :—

# (¢) & molicn mey be made by & Minister at the commencersent of the busineas
for the day to be decided without smendment or debate to the following
effcot : - That the proceedings on any specitied jtem of busines be ex-
empted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of the role, . .. ... "

This motion having not been made, I submit that the proceedings which

are conkinuing after 6-30 P.M. are absolutely illegal.

Premier : The Speaker asked the House informally and permigsion
was given. a :

Mr. Speaker : [ understood that the whole House unanimously
agreed that the Honourable Minister for -Finance -should proceed, other-
wise .I would not have sallowed him to do so. The question whether the
House should sit after 6-30 p. m. is for the House to decide.and not for me.

Finance Minister : High percentage of icome devoted to beneficont
-expenditure nearly the highest expenditure per eapita, s gteadily rising
-expenditure in this regard even though famine put & heavy. strain on onr
_finances, these aro stern facts. We have had no rain of taxes, nature did
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not favour us. Yet we have had a rain of beneficent actiwity.. Theref
~when I said,: judge it. by whatever standard, ‘wer desorve, the. fullest. mpaaute
vof-approbation.from this House in. regard.to the budget, I was indulging
in no vain boast.  After all in a short period of two years you cannot briag
about & complete change. If vou will study carefully the beneficent activis
ties and alse the way'in which we have conceived and exeotited during
our Hfe time large irrigation schemes it will be admitted that in both these
‘directions ths Pun]ab Government has at least done its duty—.

M. Speakar ‘How long mll the Finance Minister taks ?
“Minister for Finance ¢ I shall be very brief, a few minutes mere;
Mr.-Speaker: : The House will sit.till 7 o'clock.

“Minister for Finance ;: In this respect I think we should stand
‘together in the donsciousness of what has been'done, and in the desire to go
forward unhampered. Wo should not attempt to create any diffienlty,
-or attempt to east unnecessary opprobriim, beeanse nothing ean be easier
‘than to stand on the firm shore and watch on the sea lashed into tamultuous
‘waves by storm,. the terrible perils of others. Nothing is to be gained there-
by. We have all to pull together and push.the hoat of our progress by
‘united effort. I am a humble person, and c¢laim no credit for myaelf.
.1 only wateh your finances faithfully, I trust, but I cannot help saying
a8 1 gee it every day, that this Government has high convictions and it is
true to them. Your Government possesses in an uncommon, in & superia-
_tive degree the capacity. to estimate public opinion. What a marvelloys
.gift this of our. leader the Premier with his hand ever om the pulse.of the
‘people, enjoying at once their trust and their admiration ! His vigilant
‘watch over the - true interests - of the provinee iz of unegualled -valae.
. (Applause.) Thus has suecess been achieved.

- Now 1t'has been said that in other provineces certain other and great
~things- exist ; and how lacking in them we are. ‘This does not lie in rmy
. “particular pro¥ince, but I venture to refer to them i passing. - It servesino
-useful purpose to institute narrow and close comparigons and I .shall avioid
“them.: There is no finality in politics and we ghould not express ourselves

with undue certainty or sssurance, The Punjab Government has .ire-
~quently been attacked on certain fanciful shortcomings. May I remind the
House of the Government where the Premier i held in the highest estesm
and is noted very rightly for his remarkable ability, high intellectual equip-
‘ment and rare farsightedness. Our Government has boen attacked on three
- vital points. -The first is' the question of the separation of the judiciary and
‘the executive. 'As a student I am prepared to have my lesson in tins zegazd
' from Madras where it has been emphatically stated that there is mo such
-thing a9 a necessdry principle of the separation. of these two branches. . An-
-other thing on which the Punjab Government has been attacked is that we
_have the system- of nomination -‘which is obsoleie, antiquated and old
fashioned and deveid of all sense of atility. I think it will be within the
.reeollect.lon of honourable members that nomination to the Public Health
-opmmittee in Madras has not only been given effect to but has been supported
.and advacated by, no less a person than the dlstmgulshed Premier of the
.provinco. Then, Sir, we are again attacked on the ground that resort ~is
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ad here occasionally to the Ctiminal Law Amendment Act and therefore
" this Government is 4 reactionary government. May I quote the words of
'Mr. Rajagopalachariar. He said— :
' « Thoue Who have made themselves & nuissnce to the Government wete bound te be
. that up, that the Government sould not have disorder in the country.””
He gave no agsurance o repeal the Act, bub warned the members that.
* probably very much barsher moasures will have to bemads by the present
Government if we have to protect ourselves.” The Criminal Law Amend.
ment Ach is troated by this eminent Premier as almost a nation-building
agency—s beneficont measurs. And yet our Government has been re-
peatedly characterised as a reactionary government. Then another honour-
able member said that the Finance Minister i3 all right but the rest of the
ministry are stones round his neck. I was congeious of no such impedi-

‘meny in my Wway.

Sometimes they said—althongh again it 1s no function of mine to deal
with these matters—that the policy of the Punjab Government in the
matter of newspapers is utterly indefensible. Well, again I might say
one word. 1 shall ask my honourable friend to remember what the policy

" of the Home Minister in the province of Bombay is and has been in the
recent past. In spite of very strong utterances to the contrary not long
ago the Honourable Minister entered a very strong warning against the press
and the manner in which the press in his province was conducting itself.
I em throwing no bleme on anybody whatsoever. In politics the problem
is seldom a simple one. The difficnlties in the various provinces are pretty
nearly the same. In certain eircumstances resort is to be had to particular
gteps irrespective of their effect. Sometimes it is said that in the Punjab
occasional riots take place. Unfortunate as the riots are, I must congratu-
Jate the Premier that the riots in this province are a negligible number as
compared with tbe riots that have occurred in several of the other pro-

. vinces and particularly in the United Provinees, where hardly a day passes
when. a riot does not take place. It ig a matter of shame that in a town like
{awnpore, where you have a modern labour community with their progres-
give thoughts, there should be these frequent riots on the most trifling
and unnecessary of occasions. 1 am casting no blame but cur problems in
certain regpects are cominon. Recently a sober member of the Assembly
of the United Provinces who happened to be a member of Government
of the United Provinees said that they are nob functioning well and they
are heading towards financial collapse. 1hope and trust that ihat might
pot be so. I hope and trust also certain steps taken by the Bombay Gov-
ornment, a Congress Government, to increase taxation, may cauge no.
gerious dislocation. The task before a Finance Minister is not eagy, but
Bombay irom all reports has had o serious shock.

My honourable friends referred to the mecessity of turning Lahore in-
to a commercial town. They have gpoken of industrial development. Are
they aware that in a presidency which perbaps leads in matters of industry,
they have taken steps Dot only to iumpose heavy house.taxes which are bound
to affect industry seriously but a direct tax on an important industry of

‘that presidency to the extent of 6} per cent hag been imposed ? We:
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may not have done much. I am not giving away any secrst of my honour-
able friend the Minister for Development. I would submit that it is &
matter to be duly considered as to what possibly we can do in the maiter
of development. It can not be suggested that I am not interested in indus-
trisl sadvancement. I must say that I am interested in secing that we have
industries that may be quickly developed but we must avoid hasty and
immature idess that may entail grave financial loss without any adequate
results. That I resist. I am always in favour of considering the possibility
of advancement of industries, but it has to be remembered that industries
turn upon a very narrow range of profit and the Government is not parti-
cularly well constituted to undertake risks, If you study the columne say
of the weekly “ Capital,” you will find that a very large number of industries
are not paying. In these circumstances ome has to be very careful. I
think I am voicing the foeclings of this House when I say that they would
not like me to take improper risks on the strength of the hard-earned money
of the tax-payer and the poor zamindar that comes into our pocket. It
would be an improper use of that money. If we can see any opportunity
by which our Government—I am quite sure I am speaking with the per-
mission of the Premier—is fully conscious—and it is its duty to help and
oncourage any industries—we shall do everything in our power to help
thém where it i3 possible to do so. (Hear, hear.)

Any one can see and it is fully recognised by the province that yours
is & determined Ministry with a vision. I can see with what strides the
provinee is bound to go forward, for it is set on the right path, your Govern-
ment is determined to build on solid foundations. I am perhaps not fated
to see the full dream of progress realised. But I am perfectly confident
that my colleagues on my right and on my left will see the erown of success
duly achieved, and the province will rejoice in the abundance of the future,
even more than it rejoices to-day. Let us kift up our hearts.

Six, now my last reflections. The philosopher Bacon said that ‘ States
aro great engines moving slowly.” Much wisdom is implied in these worda.
What is two years in the life of & State? No miracles can be achieved in
two years, or for that matter in five or ten. The years represent a small
period in the life of & province, a big province like ours. I trust honourable
members will not be disposed to achieve miracles at a gingle stride, because
that eertsinly points to fallure. Provinces with inelastic finances, like
ours, esnnot afford to take short and hasty steps towards the achisvemerd:-
of mighty results. We must: sll watch that we walk on sure roads and build
on firm foundation for enduring progress is culy thus achieved ; nor must
we forget that it is the fruit of good will and joint endeavour. Your Govern-
ment, inspired by great aims and bent on bold enterprise, is resolved to serve
undaunted and fosrless though thoughtful and vigilant. I have been
looking through the luminous gallaxy of poets and I am reminded of the
words of poet Dante: The poet said—let me render in English his
imeomparable Italian :

* Be! steadfast an & tower that doth not bend
Tes stately summit to] the tempests’ shock.”

'Po such an one as our chief and leader the words may be divested, we

tll"_sha.re in the strength.

b
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. Mian Mubammad Nurallah: On a personal explanation. The
Honourable Premier, while making his speech, said that when I spoke on
the.general discussion of the budget I eriticived the saving of 2} crores
mada in the Haveli Project. I may point out to him that it is gquite wreng.
When I was making my speech he was not present. That was the only
point in the bud.get. which I appreciated.

yethier : On a point of order. My honourable friend is undér s
rﬁfs&ﬁpmhensmn I did not mention his name. I only reforred to the

hcinourﬁ.ble member sitting by his side. I was present in the House and I
heﬁi-d hlm

(lli’wn Muhammad Nurullah again rose in his seat.)

. Mr. Spedm' . When the Premier has stated on the floor of the House
thpt, he did not refer to the honourable member, he should helieve the
Prem:er

Mian Muhammad Nunlllah He made sarcestic remarks. Wh'y
shblﬂd be not be paid in the same coin ?

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt ; On a personal explanation. When
I q’ﬁoi:-ed the figures for industries, I was not referring to the Bombay Govern-
mient but T was referring to the United Provinces Government. The United
Provinces Government hag allotted 30 lakhs for industries.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Santokh Singh : On a personal explanation.
The Honourable Premier in your absenice made some very unjust and may I’
say, ihproper reflection or aspersion on the proceedings of the conforence
which recently took place at Amritsar and he made an attempt to refor
to otie of the speechee that T was said to bave made. T asked for time just
to sﬁy somethmg in reply to that. Mr. Deputy Speaker promised to give
mé an opportumty later.

Mr Speg.ker + Which Conference and sbont what ?

Sihkib Sardar Santokh Singh : A non-agmultumts con*
31'; ) w%s ‘held at Aroritsar and T was the Chairman of the reception com:
iitteo ahd there I made a certain speech.

“E& Speaker ; Did the honourable member make that speech as
mem r of t e Assembly or in hls pnvate capamty?

. Sardar Sakib Sardar Santokl: Singh : Not as a member of t]:e
Aﬁﬂembly

‘Mr. Sﬁea‘ﬁér Then no personal explanation is needed or permméibl’e.
The Assembly then adgouﬂwd il 2-80 P ., on Friday, 17th March, 1989.
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- PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
- Frern SESSION OF THE Isr PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Fridoy, 17th March, 1939.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at 2-30 p.x. of the clock..’
Mr. Speaker in the Chair. '

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

RepvcTioN oF sUPPLY 0F WATER (N MONTGOMERY CIRCLE OF THE

: Nrur Bar Corony,

*4103. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta : Will the Honourable Minister-
of Revenue be pleased to state whether it is & fact that in some cases in
Montgomery circle in the Nili Bar Colony the ¢anal water supply has been:
reduced after 1st April, 1987, by the Irrigation Department by more than.
twenty per cent at a time ; if 5o, the particulars of such cages and the reasons.,
for reducing the water supply ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Reoja Ghazenfar Ali Khan): It is not.
possible to obtain the information required without a large amount of labour
that is not warranted, but it the honourable member gives details of any
ease where a reduction of more than 20 per cent has besn done Government.
will be too glad to make enquiries,

LEasE or PaLra Pond arEA 1§ Ntz Bagr Corony,

*4104. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister
of Rovenue be pleased to state whether Khan Bahadur Nawab Abmad
Yar Khan Dsulatana, C.B.E., Parliamentary Secretary, holds a lease of land
in the Nili Bar Palla Pond area and, if so, the area of the land so leazed.
and the terms of the lease and also state whether any other person or persons
submitted tenders for the leage of the same Iand at the time the lease was.
given and, if so, what were their quotations ¢ S

Parliamentary Secretary (Raje Ghezanfar Al Khan): The gross.
ares of Palla Pond is approximately 9,482 acres. The averago ares under
cultivation in the years before 1957-98 was 960 acres. Thig has been leased
to Khan Bahadur Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana for 5 Jears at a rent
of Re. 5,200 per ennum, A tender was also received from Khan Bahadur
Nawab Ahmad Yar Khao Khakwani offering Rs. 4,000 for a 5 years loage.
Prior to 1987 the maximum rent which had been received for the said area.
was RBs. 8,260 per annum.

 Sardar Soban Singh Josh : Wil the Parlismentary Secretary ploase-
state for how many years the Nili Bar Pond area has been ¢n lease with
Mian Ahinad Yar Khan Daunlatans ?

" Parliamen Secretary : Since the time this area was given out.
for cultivation, im been on lease with Mian Abmad Yar Khan Dgallrlatans.
Ereviously the leass of this srea was always given by auction but the lease
money never exceeded Rs. 8,500. Government afterwards congidered the
desirability of granting lease of the area for five years in the hope that they
might get more, with the result that they leased it out at R, 5,200.

Mian Sultan Mabmud Hotiana : 8o far how much has been paid by
Misn Ahmad Yar Khen Danlatans in this respect ?
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Parliamentary Secretary: I have stated that previously we never
yéteived more than Ra. 3,500.

__Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Was the lease money paid every year or
paid in lump sum for the whole period ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Previously the land was leased oub
year after year, but it has now been leased out for five years.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh :
Government :—

Telegram, dated the 18th May, 1937, to the Superintending Engineer,
Nili Bar Circle,

Please accept tenders for Islam land lease. Daulatans may take on
lease 5,200. Send case early.
What was the occasion for it ?

Parliamentary Secretary: The reason why this telegram was sent
i8 a8 follows :—This area coneisted of ten thousand acres which included
gome forests and land under water. Government considered it advisable

to lease it out for five years instead of one year as was done previously. Only
one thousand acres are now under cultivation.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Did the Government inform Nawab
Ahmad Yar Khan Khakwani that the area wag leased out to Mian Abmad
Yar Khan Daulatana ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I have stated that Nawab Khakwani
offered only Rs. 4,000 and consequently the area was leased out to Mian
Ahmad Yar Khan Danlatana at Rs. 5,000.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Did Government intend to lease this
area to Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I know that Nawab Khakwani wrote
to the effect that he was not prepared t¢ pay more than Rs. 4,000.
Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Did Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana
write the following letter to Government :—
Demi-official No. 7—6—37 to Civil Engincer, Simla.
Many thanks for your kind leiter No. 296-5 R. W., dated the 20th

May, 1937. 1 have already replied to it according to your tele~

gram for & period of five years. I accept Government offer and
will pay Bs. 5,200 every year. '

Did Government make this offer ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Daulatana Sabib is in the habit of
writing so many letters and he does not show them to me (Jaughter).
Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask, in view of the ferms of the telegram
read ouwt by may honourable friend behind me whether the offer that this
man was propared to pay Rs. 5,200 a year for five yoars was also com-
rmunicated to anybody else and particalarly to the gentleman who made the
first. offer ? o K : :
Parliamentary Secretary: I have no knowledge of it. _

Diwan Chaman Lall : In spite of the denial on the part of my friend
of all mowledge regarding this correspondence, may I ask him one gimple

Was not the following telegram sent by
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~question to which I want one simple answer ? When this offer was commiuni-
eated by the Department by means of this State telogram to the hononrable
. gentleman sitting behind the Honourable Premier, was a similar offer also
eommanicated to the other gentleman who made the first offer ?

Parliamentary Secretary: When I have denied having any know-
ledge of that particular telagram referred to by my friend, how am I expected
to tell him whether a similar offer was communicated to the other gentle-
man ?

Diwan Chaman Lall : Is my honourable friend now preparad to
state whether it is not a fact that this offer was communicated only to the
honourable gentleman sitting behind the Honourable Premier and not to
any other tenderer who may possibly have given a higher rate than
Rs. 5,200 ¢

Minister for Revenue : The first offer was from Mian Ahmad Yar

Khan Daulatana himself and on this Government orders were comriwni-
-cated to him which he accepted as there was no higher offer than this.

. Diwan Chaman Lall: May I ask him whether he now as in charge
-of the department is prepared to deny the correctness of this communication
and the other communication sent by the honourable Daulatana to the En-
_gineer in charge which definitely deelares that the offer was made by the
Governmeunt to the honourable Daunlatans and that he then accepied
that offer, Doss my honourable fricnd deny the correctness of those
allegations ?

Premier : Khan Bahadur Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Danlatapa is

here and you can put the guestion to him. He is in the habit of loosely
wording his letters and he is not an anthority in English (aughier.)

Diwan Chaman Lall : In spite of the fact that my honourable friend
‘writes brilliant articles to the pross even though he is not an anthority in
English, I put those questions to him. Did he or did he not receive a tele-
. gram, dated 18th May, and did he not reply stating—

“ Many thanks for your kind letter, dated 20th May, 1987. I have
already replied to it agreeing to your telegram for a period of
five years. Iaccept the Government offer and will pay Rs, 5,200
a year ™,
May I ask the honourable membser whether this correspondence has
bsen exchanged between him and the Government ?

Khan Bahader Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana: I had an
interview with the Chief Engineer and made an offer of Rs. 5,000 and as a
result of that conversation I received the telegram to which I sent the reply.

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I then ask whether if is a lie on the part
of the Buperintending Engineer when he says that he did not make the offer
to Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana ? :

Premier: My honourable friend is unnecessarily excited. The point
is very simple. My colleague, the Parliamentary Secretary, tried to explain
.it to the House. If my honourable friend will consider the answer to the

B2
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amier]

. question‘calmly he will find that there is no disparity between these telegrams
and whaé the Parliamentary Secretary said. The position is this, Prior
t0 & certain period the area was used to be loased annually and the Daulatana
used to be the highest bidder. After that it was suggested that if the area

. wag given on a longer lease Government might be able to get a better offer.

" It was accordingly decided that the area should be leased out for five years..
An offer wag made by Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan Khakwani for Rs. 4,000,
M, Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana who used to take this area on lease annually

< offered Rs. 5,000. The offer went to the Chief Engineer. He replied back

* that the area should not be leased on annual basis and wrote to Daulatana

¢ gaying < this is our figure ; you have offered Rs. 5,000 ; are you prepared to-

* pay Rs. 5,200 on these terms, that is, the amount to be paid annually or six-
monthly and that Government will not be responsible for any damage due

. to river action.” Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana wrote back saying

_ that he accepted the offer. That is the whole story and is simple enough.
i my honourable friend would calmly consider the question he will find
that there is no dispaxity.

Diwan Chaman Lall : If the whole story had been simple enough
as the Honourable Premier says, it would not have elicited so many supple-
mentary questions on the floor of the House. Is it not a fact that Nawab

- Abmad Yar Khar Khakwani originally made the offer to take the land on
lease for five years and that my honourable friend sitting behind the
Honourable Premier did not at that time make any offer 2 Ts it not a fact
that the Chief Engineer after the receipt of this offer, of his own accord
eommunicated the state of affairs to my honourable friend sitting behind
the Premier. Did he or did he not, as a result of this information, double
cross that gentleman who made the original offer ?

Premier : I am afrzid my honourable friend is doing injustice to the
honourable gentleman who made the offer and alse to the Chief Engineer.
That is very uncharitable. The position is that one gentleman made an
offer of Bs, 4,000. The man who was already in possession of the area was
informed of it. As a result of that, the man in possession of the area made
o higher offer of Rs. 5,000. Therefore the Chief Engineer considered thus
to be a better offer than the other and asked the gentleman in possession
of the area if he was prepared to pay Bs. 5,200 subject to certamn eondi-
tions. As this gentleman agreed to it, he decided that the lease should be
given to him as he was already in possession of it.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Is it not a fact that Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan
Khakwani had actually offered to pay the whole sum of Rs. 25,000 for five
‘yoats which comes to a rate of not Rs. 4,000 a year, but Rs. 5,000? Isit
not also a fact that this information was communicated to the department:
and the department of its own accord communicated the matter by tele-
gram to Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana who thereupon offered Rs. 5,200

Premier: My honourable friend is saying something about which- 1
am not aware. This is evidently an after-thought on his part. 1

Diwan Chaman Lall : This is the gist of the wholo case. Iz the
Honourable Premier prepared to place the whole correspondence on the table-
of the House ¢ My point is that Nawab Abmad Yar Khan Khakwani offered.
to pay Rs. 5,000 in advance.
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Minister s There is no question of Khakwani offering Rs. §,000 in
advance. Ho made an offer of Ra, 4,000 a year for five years. Therefore
no question arises whether any paymeont was to be made in advance.

. Diwan Chaman Lall : Has the Honourable Minister seen the original
ocument ?
Minister : It was I that passed orders on the case.

Diwan Chaman Lall: Did the Honourable Minister pass-orders
rwithout seeing the document ?

Minister : I passed orders on the representation made by the Chief
BEngineer. ’

Diwan Chaman Lall ;: Ias the Honourable Minister seen the original,
«document or not ?

Minister: Yes, I have eoen.

Diwan Chaman Lall ;: Is he prepared to lay it on the table ?

Minister ¢+ No, Sir.

Diwan Chaman Lall : If he haz seen the document, why is he not
prepared to lay it on the table ?

Mr. Speaker : That question is disallowed.

Diwan Chaman Lall: If the Honourable Minister is not prspsred to
day the document on the table, inasmuch as it is not confidential, will he
-at least show it to the Honourable Leader of the Opposition ¢

Minister : I do 1ot see any necessity for doing so.

Diwan Chaman Lall ; Is the Honourable Minister prepared to do so
in view of the serious allegation made by my friend behind me ?

Minister : There is no question of any serious allegation. The original
-offer was for Rs, 4,000 and we now have got out of Daulatana Rs. 5,200,

Sardar Schan Sinmgh Josh: Was any letter bearing the number
"296/22/5-R. W. 1ssued by the Government ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I cannot say off-hand. I must have
notice. ' o

Mr. Speaker : I think this subjeet has been sufficiently discussed:
Liet us proceed o the next question. .

COMPLAINT AGATNST A PATWARI AT JANDIALA.

*4105. Chaudhri Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan: Wil 5iiho ;I
‘Honourable Minister for Revenue be pleased to state— : )

(@) whether it is a fact that Chaudbri Mubammad Abdul Rahman
Khan, M. L. A. and two Lambardars of village Jandiald
made & complaint to the Naib-Tabsildar of Nawanshahr, dis.
tries Jullundur, who was on tour at Jandiala on the 7th-
January, 1939, to the effect that the Patwari at Jandiala had
‘been dead drunk for the two days together and had alse
abused the two Lsmbardars who went to him in oon.

. meotion with some official worlk ; S o
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(8) if the answer 1o (a) above be in tke affirmative, whether the Naib.
Tahsildar has sinee broughi the said complaint to the notice
of the Revenue Assistant or Deputy Commisgioner of the dis-
triet ; if so, what action the higher authorities have taken or
proposs taking in the matter ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Bajn Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a} No.
The Naib-Tahsildar was making an enquiry on the point himself when these
gentlemen appeared before him, as he had found the patwari drunk on the
7th January, 1989, in camp at J adla.

(b) The file is pending with the Naib-Tahsildar, and suitable action
will be taken on receipt of his report.

PREFERENTIAL TREATMERT TO DavLaTana’s LaxD v Ninx Baz,

24107. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta : With reference to the speech
made by his Parliamentary Secretary on the adjournment motion regarding
preferential treatment to Daulatana’s land in Nili Bar on the 10th January,
1989, in course of which he read out an order by the Honourable Minisber -
of Revenue will the Honourable Minister of Revenue be pleasad to state-
whether he will ba pleased to lay on the table of the House & copy of the note-
put up by the Department on the subject 2

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): It is not
customary to lay copies of office notes on the table of the House. I, therefore,
regret I am unable to meet with the wishes of oy honourable friend.

REMGVAL OF GRIEVANCES OF THE TENANTS OF TaE N1LI BarR COLONT.

+4111, Master Kabul Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for
Revenue be pleased to state whether and what further steps Government
intend taking to redress the grievances of the tenants of the Nili Bar Colony-

who have been carrying on » vigorous agitation against the present tender
gystem and want & direct contract with the Government ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan) : Besides what
hss been done by Government to afford relief fo the tenants of the Nili Bar-

Colony, Government have ordered with regard to the area for lease from
kbarif 1989, believed to amount to nearly 120,000 acres, that fifty per cent
of the total area shall be in lots not exceeding two rectangles and twenty-
five per cent. in lots exceeding two, but not exceeding five rectangles. The
orders provide that no person or a body of persons shall be leased more than
ope lot. Rents for these smaller lots are not expected to be high and it is.
hoped therefore that many of those who have bitherto been cultivating -
as sub-tenants of lesees of larger areas will be enabled to take these small’
lots direct from Government.

REALIZATION OF WATER RATES IN VILLAGES IN HigsAr DISTRIOT.

*4123. Sardar Partab Simgh: Will the Honourable Minister for-
Revenue be pleased to state whether & deputation from Budbladhe, districk
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Hissar, waited upon him on i8th Jannary, 1939, in commection with the pealiza-
tion of water vates by the officers concarned in that famine-stricken ares-
comprising 14 villages ; if so, what steps, if any, the Government hawe taken
to help the zamindars concerned on the request made by the deputatiomists ?

arliamentary Secretary (Rejs Ghazanfar Ali Khan): Yes, a depu-
tation from Budhladha waited upon the Minister for Revenue in January,.
1989,

Water rates in those villages are levied by the Patiala State.
In terms of the existing Agreement between the Punjab Government.
and the Patiala State the Iatter has full discretion in the granting of remie.

gion of waber rates in that area which is watered by the Patiala State channels.
of the Sirhind Canal.

GRANT OF RELIEF TO PEOPLE OF AMBALA DISTRICT.

*4130. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Minister-
of Revenue be pleased to state whether he iz aware that no famine relief
has been given to the people of Ambala district ; if s0, why and whether
Governmant is contemplating vo grant relief to them now ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): Prolonged
drought has affected portions of the district, and Government is fully alive
to the situation. The measures of relief so far sanctioned are as follows :—

(1) A sum of Rs. 1,70,788 has been suspended out of the fixed Iand

: revenue demand for kharif, 1988, and Rs. 327 remitted out of
suspended land revenue, Special remissions of land revenue
smounting to Rs. 18,282 have been sanctioned on account of
fall in prices.

(2} A sum of Rs. 8,500 hag been allotted for distribution as tagcavi,.
Suspensions and remissions of taceavi amount to Re. 12,608
and Rs. 992, reapectively.

LAND BEVENUE FIXED FOR NAMMAL AND THAMMEWALI ZAILS OF
MisNWALI DISTRIOT.

*4132. Kham Bahadur Captain Malik Muzaffar Khan : Will
the Honourable Minister for Revenue be pleased to state— .
(a) whether it is a fact that the lands situated in the Nammal snd
Thammewali zails of the Mianwali district are smbject to a
payment of fixed land revenue ;

(b) whether it is a fact that on aceount of drought no cxops could be-
sown on thoss lands during the current finaneial year ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that the land revenue in respect of the aboves-
mentioned lands has neither been remitied nor suspended
go far, if so, the action Government propose to take in the-
matter to give relief to the poor zamindars of that area ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar AliKhan): {(a) Yes.
(#) No. -
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(¢) It was not found necessary to grant any suspensions and remissions
in kharif 1938. The question of granting suspensions and remissions in
rabi 1939 will be considered after the results of the girdawari are known.

Revenve Patwaris 1¥ THE PUNsaB.
*4138. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the Honourable Minister of
Revenue be pleased to stato—

(@) the total number of revenue patwartis in the Punjab ;

(b) their grades together wish their pay (monthly salary) ;

(¢) yearly increment, if any ;

{d) what prospects they have of promotion to higher grade ?
Parliamentary Secretary (Eaja Ghazanfar A Khany: (z} 9,492,
{b) There are three grades, viz. :—

1st grade on Rs. 26 per mensem.

2nd grade on Ra, 23 per mensem.

3rd grade on Rs, 20 per mensem,.

{¢) No yearly increment is allowed.
(d) 66 per cent. of the posts of kanungo are filled by patwaris,

Patwaris are also eligible for the following posts in the district estab«
" Rishment ;—

(1) Assistant sadr wasil bagi nawis.

(2) Tahsil baqi nawis,

(3) Ingpection moharrir in the sadr kanungo’s officc.

(4) Judicial moharrir to the tahsildar and naib-tahsildar.

(5) Ahlmad to the revenue assistant and sub-divisional officer.

(6) Revenue moharrir to the deputy commissioner,
The post of siak nawis in tahsil offices has been reserved for patwarie,
Dr. Sant Ram Seth @ Is their post pensionable ?
Parliamentary Secretary: No, Sir.

Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Is the Government prepared to consider the
.advisability of giving them the benefit of provident fund ?

Parliamentary Secvetary: It is a request for action, I cennot
-answer this question,

Kaivuneos 1N THE Punsan.

*4139. Dr. Sant Ram Seth: Will the Honourable Minister of
.. Revenue be pleased to state— -
" {a) the total number of kanungos in the Punjab ;

(b) their grades together with their monthly salary;

(¢) yearly increment, if any ;
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(@ chances of promotion to hlgher grade? L
Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan) (a) 869.

{(b) and (c) The following are the grades — :
Per mensem.

Rs,
{1) 8adr kanungo (except Simla) .. - 75—5{2—100.
(2} Sadr kanungo, Simla . .. 80—5—76.
(8) Office kanungo and assistant sa.dr kanun-
go . . . .. 60
(4) Bpecial kanungo—-
(%) if appointed before 1st September,
1982 . 65
(i) if appointed after 1st Beptember, 1932 55
(6) Field kanungo, I grade " .- 50
Field kanungo, II grade - . 40
Field kanungo, Simla . 50

(@) A sadr kanungo iz eligible for appomtment as head vernscular
elerk in a district office or tahsildar. ‘Other kanungos are eligible to become
naib-tahsildars and zilladars.

Kanungos are also eligible for the following postz in the distriet es-
tablishment :—
(1) Asgistant sadr wasil baqi nawis,
(2) Tahsil baqi nawis,
{8} Judicial moharrir fo the tahsildar and naib-tabsildar.
(4) Ahlmad to the revenue assistant and sub-divisional officer.
{(5) Revenue moharrir to the deputy commissioner,
(6) Inspection moharrir in the sadr kanungo’s office.
Dr. Sant Ram Seth : How many of the 800 kanungos have heen ap-
pointed naib-tahsildars ?
Parliamentary Secretary: I cannot tell from memory.
Dr. Sant Ram Seth: How many patwam were promoted to the
post of kanungo ?
Parliamentary Secretary: 1 want notice of the question.

MaLgaNa.

- *4147. Tikka Jagjit Singh Bedi: Will the Honourable Minister d
Bevenue be plaased to state—

(a) whether it is & fact that Government charges 2,600 rupees Malkana
per square from the Nili Bar colonists ;

(b} the rate of Malkana por square charged from the colonista in Lower
Bari Doab snd Lower Chenab Canal colonies ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that the rate of Malkana in ‘the Nili Bar is in
exeass of the rate in other colonies ; if 30, the reasons for this
difference ?
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Parliamentary Secretary : (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Xhan): (o) Yes.
The purchase price for a peasant colonist for a rectangle of 25 acres is
Re. 2,500,

(®) A staterent is laid on the table.

{¢) I would refer the honourable member to the answer given to starred
question No. 8802-A.} during the last Simla session of the Assembly.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana ; Is it a fact that land on the Lower
Bari Doab and the Lower Chenab Canal is much better than that of the
Nik Bar.

Minister for Revenue : It is a matter of opinion.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Is it a fact that water given to
zamindars on the Lower Bari Doab and the Lower Chenab is more than is
given to zamindars on the Nili Bar Canal ?

Minister: If you consult the Irrigation Branch, you will get the
necegsary information.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : It is after consulting the papers
of the branch that I have been able to know that the land and water of
the Lower Bari Doab and the Lower Chenab is better. How is it that the
grantees on the Lower Chenab Canal and the Lower Bari Doab are asked to
pay Rs. 1,000 only while grantees on the Lower Bari Doab are charged 2,500
for proprietary rights ?

Minister : The reason is we get far more than we are getting from the
land given to these gentlemen.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : But why ? If the land has been
given in reward to ecertain services why is this difference in rates main-
tained ?

Minister : The rates are different,

Sardar Ajit Singh : Did a deputation wait on him on behalf of the
grantees ?

Minister : Yes.

Sardar Ajit Singh: What was your reply ?

Minister : Do you want my reply ¢ The matter .is under consider-
ation.

Sardar Ajit Singh : What public sexvice stands to the credit of these
grantees ?

Miniaster : They and their relatives exposed themselves to dangers on
the battlefields and enabled my friends over there to sit hers peacefully.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Is it a fact that abadkars and attiyyadars in
the Nili Bar are paying more sum a8 malkana than other people in other
eolonies ?

Premier: They are paying malkene all right. What is the grievance
of my honourable friend ?

Sardar Ajit Singh : My grievance is that these people are now un-
sble to pay this sum.

*olume V, page 062,
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Chaudhri Kartar Singh: Is it o fact that the grantees in Mont
gomery have been allowed to pay Re. 1,000 in place of Ra. 2,500 originally
fixed 9 If so, is the Government prepared to consider the same question
pis-a-vis the grantees im the Nili Bar ?

My. Speaker: The question is argumentative. Disallowed.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Is it a fact that some poor colonists in the Nili
Bar are gelling their lands at one thousand or two thousands rupees per
gquare ?

Premier: The Government has no such information. My hopour-
able friend, however, may have been fortunate encugh to purchase some-
land at these rates.

Sardar Ajit Singh : I3 not a nazrana of Rs. 2,500 oo much in view
of the price of the Jand ?

Minister : I have already replied to that question.

Statement.
Name of colony
and Class of tenancies. Rate of parchass
digtrict. , price per scre.
Ra. & P.
Lower Chensb, Sheikhn- | (@) All posswnts inelading yeomen 12 8 0
pum,Jhang'and Lyall- and capitalists (olfi grants).
pur. :
(0) Fauji grauta transferred from 100 0 O
the Lower Bari Doab Colony.
{e) 1at clase Balochis . 3 0 0
2n4d class Balochis . 62 0 0O
Dangali grants - 1000 0 0
Chaudhris of camel grants of 3 12 8 ¢
square.
Chaundhris of grants of area in 400 0 0
exceas of § square.
{d) New military jagir grants ++ | Free of cost except in the
. village abadi site.
{¢) Peasants and Jlanded gentry 100 0 O
tranaforred from the
or Bari Doab Canal,




Lower"Bari Doab Colony. -

Montgomery and $Mul-
tan,

on Pir Mahal and Khilchi.
() Literates (Ehikhi) .

{i) Poassnts on Buraly Extengion—
{Locals, ete.}

{#) Peasants—Pir Mahel and Khilkhi

() Annusl military reward or mili-
tary jagir grants.

(5) Peasanta of all clagses, sarwans,
landed gentry, peasants to
maintain roadside trees,
tenants of bara land, tenants
of inferior Iand (half resom-

able grants).

{c) Janglis and Sayyads {cow breed.
inga).

(d) Garden tenants {Okara) .

{¢) Tenants of inferior lands—origi-
nally sold by aunction or
tender.

(f} Landed gentry and civil non-
ofticial reward grants-—Re-
nala Lift Area).

(¢} Criminal tribes .

() Certain depreseed classes ..
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{Minister for Revenue.)
Nsme of colony '
and Class of tenancies. Rats of purchase
distriot. price per sore.
'Ra, 4. P,
Lyallpur (f) 5,000 acrea for allotment out of 200 ¢ ©
bagays.
Lower Chenab extensons | {g) Civil non-official reward grants, 126 0 ¢

Tenancies to be subjeet
to the role of primogeni-
ture.

Sliding scale varying bel-
ween Re. 50 and Re, 120
acoording to the nurber
of half-yearly ents
preseribed and ehesen,

Sliding acsls v 2 bats
weenr Ba 100 and Ra. 200
according to the number
of half-yearly instelments
preacribed and chosen.

Froe of cost except in the
village abadi site.

Sliding scale bet-

- ween Re. 40 and Ra. 100

aceording to the number
of half-yearly instalments
preseribed and chosen,

150 0 0

Ba. 1,000 in a lump anm.

Bliding ecsle varying bot-
woen Ra. 100 and Ks. 240
according ¢ the number
of ents preacribed
and chosen.

126 ¢ ¢

Only oceupaney righta eon-
forred.

Rate varying from Ra, 100
to Be. 360
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ReMisgron IN' LAND REVENUE IN JULLUNDUR DISTRIOT.

_ '*4172. Mian Abdul Rab : Will the Honourable Minigter of Revenue
be pleased to state— ' '

(@) whether any remission in land revenue has been granted in the
Jullundur district for the last rabi and
kharif crops; if so, in how many tahsils
it has beer granted with the amount of remission in each
case ;

((B) whether the Beit ilaqa of the Nakodar tahsil in the said district
also got a share of this remission and, if not, why not 2

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) The case-

is under report.

JB M

&) Does not arise.

Mian Abdul Rab: May I know from the honourable member as to.
whether the Deputy Commissioner, Jullundur, recommended a remisgion
of 25 per cent. in 1988 ¢

Parliamentary Secretary : When I have said the case is under.

report how can I answer this ?

. Mian Abdul Rab ;: May I know how long the case will remain under-
report ?
Minister for Revenue : [ cannot say,

Mian Abdul Rab : May I know a3 to whether they are going to give
any remission or not ?

Parliamentary Secretary : The matter is under report.
Sardar Soban Singh Josh : How many kharifs and rabis will pass
before the report will be made ?

Mian Abdal Rab : May I know as to whether he is aware of the fact
that the land revenue under kkartf crop has already been realized and has

been put in the public exchequer ¢
Parliamentary Secretary : I think my honourable friend is correct.

Mian Abdul Rab : When the amount has been realized, what is under
congideration ? '

. Minister : The damage done is being enquired into and as soon as.
the report iz received we will remit the next instalment,

- Mian Abdul Rab : Do I understand that the Government will syme-
pethetieaily consider the matter ?

Minister : We consider all questions like this sympathetically.

Brrort oF Laxp Ruvenve Inquiry CoMmiTIER,

*4173. Mian Abdul Rab : Will the Honourable Minisker of Revenus.
be ploased to state when the report of the Darling Committee otherwise
called Land Revenue Inquiry Committee is likely to be published or made
available to the members of this House ?
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Parlinmentary Secretary (Raja (Ghazanfar Al Khan): The report
cannot bo published until it has been considered by Government. As soon

ag this i¢ done, endeavours will be made to publish it ; no definite date
can, however, be fixed for publication at present.

Mian Abdul Rab : May I know whether the report has been published
by now ornot ?

Parliamentary Secretary : 1t has been printed as far as 1 know.

Mian Abdul Rab : When is it expected to be made available ?

Parliamentary Secretary : I am sorry I cannot give you the exach
date,

Mian Abdul Rab : Can he give me the approximate date ?

Parliamentary Secretary : No.

Sardar Hari Singh : May I ask whether it is a fact that this report
has been under consideration of the Government for the last ten months 2

Parliamentary Secretary : No. First time the report was given
%o the Honourable Minigter for Revenne was at the end of December last.

Sardar Hari Singh : May I ask him to state the objeetion to the
publication of the report before the Government hag finished considera-
tion ?

Minister : 1 am afraid I cannot be drawn into a discussion on this.

Saydar Hari Singh : May I know whether he is aware that elsewhere
reports of this nature are published before the Government has formed its
own conclusions ?

Minister : Quite possible, but not in reports of this nature which has
_great complications.

APPLICATION OF Jawava IN TARSIL PAKPATTAN, REGARDING KHARARA
AND THE ACTION TAKEN ON IT.

%4197, Mian Sultan Mahmood Hotiama : Will the Honourable
‘Minister of Revenue be pleased to siate—

(a) whether on the 27¢h October, 1938, any application was subrmitted
by Jawaya, son of Din Mubammad, resident of village Jam-
layra, tahsil Pakpattan, regarding kharaba of plots of land
situated in Chak No. 86/K. B. to the officer incharge of Head.
of Palla canal ;

{b) whether any officer of Canal Department made any inquiries
in pursusnce of the said application regarding the numbers
mentioned therein ; if so, the name and the office the said
officer holds ;

(¢} whether the said officer sent for any lambardar or pattidar at

" the tims of making inquiries, if 80, the name of the lambardax
or pattidar thus sent for ;

{d) if no inguiries- were made the reasons for the same and who is
responsible for the water rate which the said Jawaya is required
to pay ? -
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Parl'amentary Secretary (Bajs Ghazanfar Ali Khan): (a) Yes.
{b} The fields were inspected by the Zilladar of the section.
(¢) The cultivators were informed and consequently M. Admera, son of

M. Nabbo, Pattidar, and M. Basara, son of M. Mabni, ete., were present at
the time of enquiry or inspection.

{@) Does not arise.

_ Sardar Ajit Singh : Is the Government prepared o enter them as
Rai Bikhs in official records instead of Mahtams ?

Parliamentary Secretary : No representation has been received
and, therefore, the Government has not considered this question.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Is the Government prepared to consider it
now ?

_ Parliamentary Secretary : Every representation that is received
18 taken into consideration.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Have the Rai Sikhs been declarod a
<riminal tribe anywhere ?

_ Parliamentary Secretary : It depends on circumstances. A
erimingl is a eriminal to whatever elass or community he belongs.
Sardar Sohan Singh Josh : Have they been so declared in Thana
Atari of the Dipalpar tahsil of Montgomery district 2
_ Parliamentary Secretary : The honourable member should in
quire from the- gentleman sitting next to him.
Sardar Ajit Singh: Is the word Mahtam considered to be insulfing
and derogatory ?
Parliamentary Secretary : I cannot say.

Ra1 Sixus or MoNTGOMERY AND OTHER DISTRIOTS.

*4214, Tikka Jagjit Singh Bedi : Will the Honourable Minister of
Revenue be pleaged to state whether during the course of the Iast 12 meonth
he has received numerous representations from * Rai” Sikhs (Mahtam
‘of Montgomery, Lyallpur and Farozepore districts requesting the Govern.
ment to enter them as Rai Sikhs instead of Mahiam in the revenue records;
it 80, the action, if any, taken by the Government on these representations ¢

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan): No repre-
sentations have been received and the latter part of the question does not
-arise.

4215, Cancelled,

ToraL NUMBER OF ACHHUTS IN THE AGRICULTURAL [YEPARTMENT.

*3732. Chaudhri Faqir Chand : Wili the Honourable Minister of
Development be pleased to state the total number of Achhuis employeid
in the Agricultural Department ? '

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : One hundred -and
fortyome. '
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VILLAGES BELECTED IN LUDEIANA DISTRICT FOR INSTRUCTING
ZAMINDARS 1IN MODERN MBTHODS OF AGRICULTURE.

*3814. Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Minis.
ter of Development be pleased to state—

" (4} whether some villages in the Ludhiana district have been se-
lected by the Depariment of Agriculturs for instructing the
zamindars to improve agriculture and to carry it on according
to modern methods ;

(b) if reply to the above be in the affirmative, the pames of those
villages, tahsil-wise ;

(¢)- the names of the zamindars who have agreed to carry on agri-
culture on modern lines through the persuagion of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture ;

(d) the number of villages in whick seed was supplied by the De-
partment of Agriculture to the land-owners and tenants for

' the improverent of the seed in all the three tahsils of the
Ludhiopna district ?

The Honourable Chaudbri Sir Chhotu Ram : (¢) Yes.

(b) A list giving the required information is laid on the table. Villages
that have made good progress and have a number of zamindars interested
in agriculture are called ** A’ and others “ B ™ class.

(¢) snd (d) The information is not available and its collection would
involve time and labour not commensurate with the resalts to be ob-
tained.

Cheudhyi Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Minister
kindly tell me the date when the villages were selected ?

Minister : No. I cannot give you the date.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan ;: Can you give me the month ?

Minister: No.

Chawdhri Muhammad Hassan : The year ?

Minister : I ihink the current yeaz.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Was it done before the Government
assumed office ?

~ List-of Village Farmers' Associations.
TAHSIL LUDHIANA.
‘A" CLASS VILLAGHS,

1. Barowsl, 13. Bhanobar.
2. Bedowsl, {4. Chak.

3. Talwara. §. Changan.
4. Dewatwal. 18. Alamgir.
6. Birmi. 17. Dhandra.
6. Dolon Khurd, : 18, Bangowal,
7. Lalton Kalan. : 19. Giaspore.
8. Hamayunpur, 20. Govnagarh.
9. Rajjowals. 23, Sitah,
llt | . . -
12, Pamﬂfae \ 24. Hawaea.
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EBallawal.
Jounowal.
Rajeor,
Karia,
Chounta.
Gujjarwal,
%ll:m Khurd,
agpore.
Chhandar,
Rayan.
Mungarh.
Sahnewal,
Pawa.
Khagat.
Kchara.
Kanech.
Dule.
Paddi.
Jugiana.
Joapal.
Harnampur.
Dhandari Khurd.
Mattewara.
Dhananzu,
Tajpuat.
Bhamian Kalan,

Barobowal Ehurd.
Ghailewal.
Selkhowal,

Jaesian,

Dehlon.

Ghungrans.
Lehara.

TAHSTL LUDHTANA—ooxoLD,
¢ A’ CLass VILLAGES—concid.

62, Bhaini Rora.
63. PBrundi.
64. TRachhin.
g. gg:{dan.

. jTa,
0. %m?wl
Hans.
70. Jandiali,

3. %ﬁmberwal.

74. Ramgnrh,

75, Saharan Mazra.

76. Ber Khurd,

77. Ber Kalan.

78, Kartarpore.

79, Bagrian.

80. Pakhowal.

8l, Dangon.

82, BSaroba.

83, Andla,

84, Tunga Heri,

85. Bhani Dreta.

88. Dhapai.

87. Majri,

83, Shehna.

80. Bhutna.

90, Dhapali

91, P&kll::hke.

92, Chaoke.

93, DBakhtgarh.
Bhani.

95. Alike.

9. Jothoke,
97. Gharain.
98. Nandpur.

‘B " CLASS VILLAGES,

71, Bhikhi Khattsa.
Sekba.

255

Aﬂfmlgea.olherﬁlmm claseifiod aa* A Clasa are “B ™ Clase in this tahail.

Lot ol

Sham Garh.

TAHSIL SAMRALA,
'AY CLasa VILLAGES.

13, Alipore,

14. Alsur.

15, Akolaba.

16. Dhiromazra.
17. Along Palla,

19. Dandpur.
20, Chak Muafi,
21, Salondi
22, Bamb,

23, Bharthals,
24. Bbagaur.
25, Odalan.

Rajowal,
Samrals.

8 EKulewal.

18, Manchall Khurd.

|
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[Minister for Development.]
TAHSIL SAMRALA—GONCLD.

‘B’ CLASS VILLAGES—coneld,

$. Barwali Kalan. 40, Manak Majra.
10. Ghungrali. 41. Damehri.

i1, Manki. 4%, Dadla.
12, Shamaspur. 43, Kotln Badla.
13, Nagra. 44. Goaalan,
14. Bagli Khurd, 45, Paant.
15, Majali Ehurd. 46, Khirnian.

18, Jaspalan. 47, Sahjomazra.

17, Bagli Kalan. 48. Beh]lolpur.

18. Lalonvi, 49, Machhiwars,
19. Kalsl Majra. 50. Panjgraian.
20, Gandwan. 51. Bullewal.
21, Manpur, §2. Lubangarh,

22, Bija. 53, Mand Jodhwal.
23, Bhorala. 64, Jassowal
24, Mehndipur, 65, Udhowal Khurd.
95, Gagar Majra, 56. Ranwan.
28. Dchru. 57. Punian,
27, Aluna Tola. 58, DBalon.
28, Nasnali. 59. Bhagwanpur.
2. Alana Miana. 60. Dhind=a.
:30. Ladowal. 61, Rohla,
81. Jabbomajra. 62. Lidharsn.
32, Gajjan Majra. 63. Kolhal
.33, Jalajan. 4. Jhakrodi,
‘34. Rasulara, 65. DBhadala Uncha,
35. TFaizgarh. 86. Assmilpur.
:36, Khanns Khurd. 67. Luhar Majra,
:37. Ramgarh, 63. Baur.
34, DBulepur. 89. Ratipur.
:39. Dadheri. 70. Hah.
TAHSIL JAGRAON.
¢ A7 CLaBS VILLAGES.

1. Aligarh. 13. Pandori.

-2. Rasoolpur. 14, Kamki Kalan,
:8. Hambran. : 15. Roomi,

4. Khose {Khumke Ehurd). 18. Sidhwan Bet.
5. Bhamianpura. 17. Agwar Gujran {Jagraon).
-6, Chakkar, 18. Kamalpura,

7. Salimpura, 13, Akalgarh.

‘8. Mulzian Bajan. 20, Abbopura.

2, Manoke. 21. Bhundyi.
10, Sidhwan Khurd, 22, Ghulab Ram Singh.
11, Ghalab Kalan. 23, Rajoana Khurd.
‘12, Lamma. 24, Mandiand.

25. Heran.
- *B' Crass VoLices.

1. Man. 14. Jangpur.

-2 Hanz Ralan. 15, Khandpur,

3. Pabian. 16. Talwandi Rai.

4, Jassowal. 17. Burj Hari Singh.
‘B, Sedhar. 18, Halwara.

6. (human. 19, Raikot.

7. TBhopa Hai. 20, Bassian.

8. Sahuli, 21. Nathowal,

9. Hisowal, -22, Jstpura.

10. Raqba. 23. Ramgark Sibian.
1. Mohi. 24, Hatnr.

12. Talwandi Khurd. 25, Lakha.
A3, Dhat. . 26. Dalla.
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TAHSIL JAGRAON—QORGLD.
‘B°* CLASS VILLAGES—oncld,

=27, Deharke. 51, Malsian Bhaiki.
28, Mallah, 52. Danginn.

29. Akhara, 33, Dholon,
-3¢, Basian. 54, Malak,

31. Bharowal Khurd, 455, Sohian.

. 32, Porian. 58, Chachraxi.

33. Mor Karians. 57. Chimpa.

- §4. Gorsian Qadsr Bux. B8. Raowal.

35. Bhain Arain. 59. Khanjarwal,
36, Ehudisn Ohak, 80, Madarpur,

.37, Jandi. 61. Sheikh Daulat.
38. Pona. 62, Tihari.

39, Swaddi Kalan. 63. Atinam,

40. Gorsian Mathan, 64. BSejanpur,

41. Talwandi Kalan. 65, Gurhs.

42, Gidar Windi. 66. Rajoana Ealan,
43, Ladhewala. 67. Chhajewsl.

44, Japetpura. 68, Jhorran,

46, Sadurpur. 69, Majri.

46, Bangaipur. 70. Bharowal Kalan.
47. Bherpur Kalan, 1. G .

48, Lilan. 72. iwala,

49, Ramgsrh. ' 73, Sidhwun Kalen.
50. Fatehgarh 8ibi, 74, Dhotar.

-

INDUSTRIAL INVESTIGATORS.
*3838. Sardar Muhammad Hussain : Will the Honourable Minis-
wer of Development be pleased to state the qualifications and names of the
Industrial Investigators appointed in the Department of Industries during

~the year 1988 and the number of agriculturists and non-agriculturists amon g
them ?

- The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ramn : The names and quali-
-fications of the Industrial Investigators appointed are as below :—

Name. Qualifications.

1. Mr. Lila Kritshan Sehgal . M.A. (Bconomies.).
2. Mr. Bashir Ahmad B. Com, Punjab.
B. Com. (Honours}, London.
8. Mr. Harbans Singh Kwatra  M.A. (Economics).
4, Mr. Said Ahmad .« M.A, (Political Science).
M.A. (BEconomics). ’
5. Mr. Ram Lal Malhotra

B.8e. (Honours) Tech.
M.8e. -

Ot the above only one, No. 4, is an agriculturist.

Sardar Heri Singh : May I ask the Honourable Minister to give us
“the nature of the work entrusted to these gentlemen ? -

Minister : If my honourable friend puts another question I shall be
uin & position to offer that information. : ' :

. T4

: . SINKING TUBE-WELLS. _ o
*3929. Khawaja Ghulam Samad: Will the Honourable Ministér
vof ‘Revenhe be -pleased to state whether the Government are consider-
“ing the questrsn-of sinking tube-wells ir areas where there are Do arratige-
-ments for supplying water for irrigation purposes in the province ; it so,
c2
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[ Khawaja Ghulam Samud. ]
when and where the work is likely to start first and whether the Govern-
ment intends to give any relief or concessions to the persons who dlesire to
gink tube-wells at their own expenses ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan}: Government -
is examining the whole question of irrigation from tube-wells. The investi--
gation hag reached a stage where an experimental schems can be constructed .
and the Karol Tnbe-well Irrigation Scheme is actually in process of construe-
tion.

9. In view of the complexities of the question of irrigation from tube-
wells in the particular circumstances obtaining in the Punjab, Government
must study closely the detailed report recently received from the Officer -
on Special Duty before attempting to formulste & policy.

Sardar Ajit Singh : When and where does the Government intend
sinking tube-wells ?

Parliamentary Secretary : I have already stated that the report
has reached Government and it is under consideration and when it has been .
considered fully it will be decided when and whore to sink tube-wells.

Sardar Ajit Singh : For how many years will you continue consider--
ing the report ?

Sardar Sahib Sardar Gurbachan Singh : Has the Government -
received any report on the working of tube-wells in Gurdaspur district ?

Parliamentary Secretary : 1 would like to have notice for that -
quostion.

Sardar Sahib Sardar Gurbachan Singh : But the notice is there.

Khan Muhammad Yusaf Khan : May I know whether greater atten- -
tion will be paid to barant areas ?

Parliamentary Secretary : Why not ?
Khan Muhammad Yusuf Khan : Particularly Rawalpindi district 2~
Khawaja Ghulam Samad : But parts () and (¢) of my question..

are not answered.

Parliamentary Secretary : There are no parts.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Why not 2 Part (b) is “when and where -
the work is likely to start first” and part (¢} is “‘whether the Government
intends to give any relief or concessions to the persons who desire to sink .
tube-wells at their own expenses 2" These are the two parts.

Parliamentary Secretary : I have already given the reply and said ..
that an experimental scheme can be taken in hand along with the Karol
tube-well scheme. As regards the other questions I have said that the
Government are still examining the scheme and unless they have come to -
a final conclusion they cannot give details. The Government have taken
the trouble of holding the investigstion with the intention of pubting the -
gchems into practice as early as possible, and the moment they havye -
‘formulated the evidence they will start the scheme.
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Khawaja Chulam Samad : Is this matter under consideration of
-the (overnment that some concession will be granted to the person who is
«prepared to sink tube-wells ?

Parliamentary Secretary : The report is under consideration.

Loans orvEN IN AmBAna DIVISION TO PROMOTR INDUSTRY.

+3965. Lala Duni Chand: Will the Hononrable Minister of De-
- velopmont be pleased to state—

(2) whether any persons in the Ambals division have been given
loans after the State Aid to Industries Act was passed to
promote and help industry ; if so, the names of such persons,
the amount of loan given to each ops of them and the objects
kept in view in giving the loans;

(b} the period or periods within which the loans so advanced are
to be repaid ?

" The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : (a) and (%) A state-
-ment is placed on the table.

Statement showing persons or firms in the Ambala division who have bean
granted loans under the Punjab State Aid to Indusiries Aoi.

. Amount Date Period
£ | Name of the Botrower, of of of Industry aasisted.
- loan. payment. repayment.
_ Rs.

1 | Messre. Ravi Varma 5,000 | 15th Rabruary, | & years .. | Manufacture of Agrie
Steel Works, Ambala 1938, oultural irplements,
Cantonment, water pumps snd

sewing machines.

2 Ditto 5,000 | 10th Janvexy, EBo. . Ditto.

1838,

.3 | The Upper India Glass | 25,000 | 19th September, Do, .. | Maunfacture of glass
Works, Limited, Am. 1938. bottlea,
bals City.

4| 8haikh Mnhammad | 4,600 | 21et October, Do. .. | Tanning.

Iemail, Proprietor, 1038, .
Mesgra, M mad
femail, Mvhammad
Yusaf, Hide ond
Leather Merchants,
Hissar*

Lala Duni Chand ; Are the names of those to whom the loans were
:advenced, given in the statement ?

Minister : Yes.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if, before advancing loan o each

_persop, en enquiry was made about the solveney of the applicant and his
-0apacity to repay the loan ?
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Minister : Yes.

Lala Duni Chand : May I knowif it is & fact that some of those parsons :
to whom advances were given were 5o heavily indebted that decrees for-
Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 were passed against them and they could noé pay up-
the decretal amount ?

Minister ;: That may be my honourable friend's information but it
is not mine.

Lala Duni Chand : Wil he take the trouble of acquiring information
on the strength of information that I have given him now ?

Minister : If my honourable friend would give me notice of another
guestion, T will make enquiries.

Lala Duni Chand : Was any consideration shown, in the case of these
applicants, in view of their loyal services or the so-called loyal services ren--
dered by them to the Government ?

Minister : 1 am not aware of any services which may have been.
rendered by these gentlemen.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if it is & fact that some of these appli--
cants got these loans in consideration of their having given parties to high
tunctionaries of the Government ?

Minister : A very impertinent question which I refuse to answer.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if it is not impertinent on the parb -
of the Honourable Minister for Davelopment to deny the correctness of the
fact that I have given to him ?

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan: Is it a fact that the Honourable
Minigter for Development hag done nothing so far as the coltage industry -
is epneerned ?

Minister; It does not arise out of the answer given to the original .
guestion.

Lala Duni Chand : Have any of the loans advaneed been repaid .
up to this time ?

Minister : 1 cannot answer this question without a fresh mnotice
being given.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : How much loan was given in the Rohtak
distriet ? ' :

Minister : Nothing. . .

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Wil he furnish the list of cases in .
which he hag given loan to villagers ?

Minister : Does it arise out of the question that was put or the answer

+

that T have given ? : :

Mr. Speaker : No.
Lala Duni Chand  How much amount altogsther was advanced to -
the applicants of Ambala division—I mean the total amount of loan advanced?”

- Minjstey : I have not been abie to follow the question.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Does the Government intend to sdvance-
cans and grant scholarships in the current year ? o . o
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Minister : Yes. :

Khawaja Ghulam Samad 1 What is the smount of the loan to he-
sdvenced and that of the scholarships to be granted during the current
year ?

Lala Duni Chand : Will the Government be pleased to make enquiries-
ag to the chances of getting back these loans ? .

Minister ;: 1 have already answered that guestion put in another
form. :

ProMoTING SUPPLEMENTARY INDUSTRIEZ IN SIMLA DISTRIOT.

*3984 Lala Duni Chand: Will the Honourable Minister of De--
velopment be plessed to state the cencrete steps the Government has taken,
since 1st April, 1987, to promote supplementary industries in backward.
rural élggas of the Simla district and what the Government intend to do-
in future in the matter of promoting such industries in the said daga ?

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : A detailed survey
of the existing and prospective industries and economic resources of the
province (including Simla) has been taken in hand. The needs of the arcas
in the Simla district along with those of other places will receive due
congideration.

Lala Duni Chand : I wanted to know what steps have been taken iR+
regard to Simla and the Honourable Minister for Development has not been
plessed to answer that question. Will he answer the question which is
put to him ?

Minister : If my honourable friend has not been able to nnderstand .
the angwer that I gave, I cannot help him any further. : -

Lala Duni Chand : Is the Honourable Mimister for Development
aware of the fact that the wool-spinning and weaving industry is the most
important industry that can be developed in Simla distriet and if so whether -
any consideration has been shown, to this industry ?

Minister : I am not aware .whether wool-weaving and spinning:
‘will be the best industry for the district of Simla.

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if up to this time the Honourable
Minister for Development has been able to ascertain what kind of coitage -
industries can be developed in Simla district ? I he in a position to make -
any statement ? :

Minister : This i3 exactly the object of the survey that has been.

undertaken.

Lala Duni Chand : May I say that while the survey has been going
on, the Honourable Minister for Development is quite wunable to know
what cottuge industries there are that ought to be developed ?

Lala Duni Chand : May I know if the Honourable Minister for-
Development is aware of the fact that the mogt important way. of improv-
ing or promoting the industry in Simla distriet is to throw open to the goods.
traffic the road from Simla to Narkanda ? Has that aspect of the matter-
been congidered or not ?
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Lala Duni Chand : I would not say whether it is impertinent but X
would enquire whether it is proper on the part of the Honourable Minister
for Development not to answer such an important question. Is he not
-aware of the faet that lot of representations have been made during the last
_year or so that this road should be thrown open to the goods traffic ?

Minister : This has ahsolutely nothing to do either with the original
-question or my answer to it.

Lala Duni Chand : Will the Honourable Minister for Development
-dare say that the question of opening roads for the purpose of developing
industries in, Simla distriet is not relevant to the question that I have put ?

Minister : Not relevant to the original question.
Myr. Speaker : The next question.

NUMBER OF MEMBERS APPOINTED TO DEBT CONCILIATION BOARDS.

*4030., Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh: Wil the Honourable
“Minister for Development be pleased to state—

(¢) total number of the members appointed to the debt conciliation
boards in the Punjab ;

() how many of them are members of the distriet boards, members
of the municipal committees, members of the cantonment
bosrds, hounorary magistrates, sub-registrars, Govern-
ment, district boards, canal department or Public Works
Department contractors and pensioners ?

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram: (¢} 75 (including
25 chairmen).

() A statement is laid on the table.

Btatement.
1, Members, Distriet Boards .o 24 These figures include & persons who are
members of the District Board as
2. Members, Municipal Commitiess I | well as of the Municipal Committees,
$, Members, Cantonment Boards .« Nl One member is, however, & member

of the Diatrict Soldiers’ Board.

4, Honorary Magistrates - 9 All of them have since resigned or
granted leave of absence as nobody
who i3 holding the office of & sub.
registrar or honorary magistrate is

considered for appointment wunless
be gives an undettaking that he will

5 resign his office immediately on

J

5. Sub-Regintrars Government . g appointed to a Debt Concilia.
tion Board.
4. District Board, Canal Depattment :
or Public Works Department cone
tractors - il

+7. Government Pensionem PO |4
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Depr ConciniaTioN BoarD, DIPALPUR TAHSIL, IN MONTGOMERY
DISTRICT,

Y4074, Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana: Wil the Honourable
“Minister of Developrent be pleased to state—

(a) since when the Debt Conciliation Board of Dipalpur tahsit in
the Montgomery district is working ;

(%) the amount of debts settled by the said Board ;

{¢) the number of applications for the settlement of debts that are
still perding with the said Board with the amount of debt
covered by these applications ; '

(d) the amount of money which the members and the clerical or
other staff working under the said Board has so far drawn
ip the form of salaries and allowances ;

(¢) the average number of sittings of the said Board per month ;

(f) whether the headquarters of the Board are at Dipalpur or at
some other place outside the town and if it is a6 some place
outside the town of Dipalpur, how far it is from the said
town snd whether the members attending the meetings of
the Board when held at that place get and are entitled to get
any travelling allowanece or halting allowsnce ?

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : (a) 8ince 9th August,

11988
(b) Ra. 74,833-14-6 till 18th Janunary, 1989,
(c) Applications pending . ‘e o 59
The amount involved, Rs. .. .- .. 1,02,067-2.8

(@ Rs. 8,154-11-0.

{e) 11 sitbings.

(f) Yes; the headquarters are at Dipalpur town and the members
.get Rs. 50 per mensem each as fixed travelling allowance.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana : Is it not a fact that the aumber
-of sittings in such a long period is very small ?

Minister : [t is a matter of opinion.

DigTriBuTION OF JATERATURE BY THE AGBIOULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

*4146. Tikka Jagiit Singh Bedi: Will the Honourable Minister
-0f Development be pleazed to state—

(¢) whether Agricultural Department has so far distributed any
litorature on the subject of agriculture with a view to educate
the masses with rogard to the improved methods of agri-
cultare :

(b) if the answer to (a) above be in the affirmative, the channels
through which such literature has been distributed ;

(¢) whether the schools in rural areas were utilized for this purpose;
and if not, why not ?
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The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram: (&) Yes,

(d) Leaflets in Urdu, Gurmukhi and English, covering a wide variety
of aspects of improved agriculture, are bemng distributed freely by the-
district agricultural staff on the occasions of district fairs and other public
gatherings such as Farmers’ Weeks, Zamindara Conferences, etc. Copies.
are also suppbied to Deputy Commissioners and Registrar, Co-operative
Societies for promulgation through their respective staffs. In addition,
the Punjab Agricultural Department issues, as occasions demand, posters
dealing with crop pests such as Pohli, Kutra and other fungal diseases. A
booklet entitled * Seagonal Notes  is issued by the department six-monthly
in English and Urdn, and copies are purchased by interested and educated .
zamindars. The price iz Re. 0-4-0 per enpiv.

(¢) No. Literature in the forms described above is not usually distri-
buted through school, as it is considered that distribution is wmost effective -
when done by technical staff who are in a position to diseuss at the same time
with those interested in the subject matter of the literature comcerned.
Some schools do, however, act as dissemmators of information regarding
improved agriculture, particularly those which possess school farms and
which have teachers who have undergone a course of training in agriculturs
and rural science.

DETERIORATION OF PRODUCTIVITY OF SOIL IN THE PUNJAB.

*4155. Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Minister
for Revenue be pleased to state—

(@) whether it iz & fact that the productivity of the soil in several
parts of the Punjab has deteriorated ;

. (b) whether Government have kept a record of such areas and in-
quired into causes of deterioration ;

{¢) what stops have been taken to have the same remedied since
1st Aypril, 1937, by the Government ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan) : (a) Yes.

(8) {#) It is not clear whether permanent or temporary deterioration
is referred to. In cases of permanent deterioration, as for example the
action of chos, record exists in the local revenue papers,

() Enquiry is being actively carried out by the departments concerned
into the causes of erosion, the fall of the water table, the rise of the subsoil
water causing sem and #hur and the improvement of all types of soil by
agricultural methods.

{¢) Proposals are before the house to provide for a special staff to co--
ordinate and accelerate measures to prevent soil erosion,

Government has vigourously continned its policy of constructing storm
water and secpage drains and has in hand a scheme to reclaim three areas-
which have deteriorated due to thur, It is hoped that when provineial
finances improve, reclamation on a larger seale will be undertaken.

As regards the areas lying in the Bist Doab, Government has opened
.a sub-division with headguarters at Jullundur fo make necessary surveys.
of drainages and observation of their discharges. To examine the possibility -
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of an, inunda.tion or seepage canal, & confour survey of the Bist Doab is-
being done through the survey of Tndis Department. Record of rainall
is being kept at 40 raingange stations. The necessary remedies will be in-
vestigated in detail when the contour survey plans are ready in July or
Aungust next.

Mian Abdul Rab: May I know whether it is & fact that a survey
has recently been carried out i the Bist Doab for the purpose of finding some-
reredy to raise the water level in that area ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Yes.

Sardar Hari Singh: May I ask the Parliamentary Secretary whether
there are not other causes besides erosion which lead to deterioration in the
productivity of the soil ?

Parliamentary Secretary: [ have enumerated some of the causes ;
if my honourable friend will suggest some others I shall be glad to know.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : May I know whether he ig aware that dus-
to chos lands are deteriorated in every part of the province, and whether
action has been taken in all parts of the province or only in special areas ?

Parliamentary Secretary: | have said Government are doing all
they can to meet the situation,

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Is the survey being carried out in the whole-
of the Panjab or in a pariicular area ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I cannob say b
whole province.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : May I know which are the areas where
it is being dona ?

Parliamentary Secretary: [ cannot give an answer offhand.

Mian Abdul Rab: May I know with what purpose in view is the survey
being carried out in the Bist Doab ?

Parliamentary Secretary: To improve the land.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : 1t seems very curious that the Parlia-
mentary Secretary says he does not know where the survey is being carried.
out and still he says that the survey is being carried out.

Parliamentary Secretary: 1 lhave said that I cannot give all the
places where the snrvey is being carried out.

Khan Bahadur Nawab Muzaffar Khan : Is the Parliamentary Secre-

aware that special officers have heen appointed from the Forest Depart-
ment, called the Erosion Officers, who will undertake this work in more than
_ hslf the districts of the Punjab ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Yes, I have already stated that some
‘wark about the erosion of canals is in the hands of special officers appointed
by the Forest Department to carry out the work, but I sm unable to enumerate
all the places where the work is being done. : :

Diwan Chaman Lall : - May I know whether it is a fact that these
officers are doing excellent work in regard to erosions ? :

Parliamentary Secretary : 1 have seen their work myse and I
must say that they are doing wonderfully well.

hat it is being done in the
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~ Diwan Chaman Lall: Is my honourable friend aware that there is
Tack of funds and lack of staff to meet this problen: ?

 Parliamentary Secretary: I do agree that if they are given more
‘money and more staff they will be able to do the work better.

Diwan Chaman Lall: May I know if he has considered the possibi-
lity of providing more money and more staff ?

Parliamentary Secretary :  Certainly, if our finances allow why
-ghould we not provide more staff ?

Khan Bahadur Nawab Muzaffar Khan: Is the Parhamentary
Becretary aware that the work of these officers consists chiefly and mainly
of enconraging the zamindars to make bunds and thus stop erosions ?

Parliamentary Secretary: Yes.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad: Is Government contemplating to stop
erosions by making jhils in every district ?

Parliamentary Secretary: I have already said that T regret I
cannot emwmarate all the places where it is heing done.  If my honourable
friend will refer to any particular place I will supply the information.

SPRING AND SUMMER VACATION IN Inpusraian SoaooLs.

*4165. Mian Abdul Rab: Will the Honourable Minister of De-
velopment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the industrial schools
all over the provinee are not allowed spring vacation and that the period
of summer vacation in the schools is shorter than that in middle schools
under the Education Departwent io the proviace ; if 30, the reasons for
the same ?

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram: No spring vacation
is allowed in industrial sehools. The period of the summer vacation allowed
jn industrial schools is six weeks which is the same as that allowed in the
middle schools of the Education Department. The conditions in those two
classes of schools are not comparable. The industrial schools provide a
practical training in the different trades, while the other schools cater for
a general literary education.

PROSPECTS OF VERNACULAR TEACHERS IN INDUBTRIAL SOHOOLS.

“4166. Mian Abdul Rab: Will the Honourable Minister of De-
velopment be pleased to state whether there are any grades of pay fixed
for the vernacular teachers employed in the industrial schools in the pro-
vines ; if s0, the number and names of vernacular teachers in those schools
who have been promoted to the next higher grade since Lst April, 1987, and
it no promotion has so far been given to any of them, the reasons for the
same ?

The Honourable Chaudhyi Sir Chhota Ram : All posts of vernacular
teachers in the Department of Industries, except one, which is in grade of
Re. 55—8--T0, are in the grade of Rs. 835—8—050. There has been no pro-
motion as there has been no vacancy.



§TARRED QUEBTIONS AND ANSWERS. 27T

UNEMPLOYMENT ARD RerrnencEMENT COMMITTEES.

*4171, Mian Abdul Rab: Will the Honowrable Premier be
pleazed to state—

(@) the date or dates on which Unemployment and Retrench--
ment Committecs were constituted ;

) the total actual expenditure with details incurred wup to date-
by each of these two committees on travelling allowance,.
daily allowance of the members and on other items ;

() the ground eovered so far by these two committess in their-
deliberations ;

{d} the probable date when the report of these two commiltees will:
be made available to the members of this House ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: (2) Both
the committees were constituted by a Punjab Government Press Communigus
published on 17th June, 1987. The office of the Resources and Retrench-
ment Committes started work on 15th July, 1937 and that of the Unemploy--
ment Committee on 25th August, 1987.

by A statement is laid on the table.

(¢} (£} The Resources and Retrenchment Committee issued their ques-.
tionnaire last winter. They recorded evidence, both on resources and retrench--
ment, last summer and at the beginming of this winter. The Commitiees
are now engaged in framing their conclusions.

(t#) The Unemployment Committee have finished their work and the:
Report has been- printed -up.

{@) Tt i8 hoped that Government would be in a position to release the-
Report of the Unemployment Committee before the summer sessioms
of the Assembly. The Resources and Retrenchment Committee have not
gtarted writing the text of their report as yet.

Mian Abdul Rab: May I know how many sittings have been held.
by the Retrenchment and Resources Committee so far ?

Minister for Development : In the absencé of any notice I am
afraid I cannot give a reply to that question.

Diwan Chaman Lall : Do I take it that early steps will be taken to
publish the report of that committee ?

Minister : Yes. By the next summer session the report will be-
supplied to the honourable members of this House,

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Were the sittings also held in Simla ?

Minister : Yes. Some of them.

Kbhawaja Ghulam Samad : Were these meetings held during the-
session or before the session or after the session ?

Minister ; I think these meetings were held either before or after the.
. 8ession.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : May I know whether there is going to.
be a summer session ?
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Minister : I hope so.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava: When and where ?

Minister : At Lahore. As to the exact date of the session, the question
had betier be addressed to the Honourable Premier.

Mr. Speaker: 1t 18 half past three pow. So the guestion hour is

OVL.

Statement of expenditure incurved on the Resources and Retrenchment
Committee from 15th July, 1937, to 81st January, 1939.

Res.

Travelling allowance of members } For meetings upte 3lst January, | 6,701
Honorsxinm paid to members } 1939. T 13,204
Trgvelling allowance paid to witnesses . - 888
Pay of officers . . .e . . 20,362
Pay of establishment . . . 5,179
Travelling allowance {cfice} . .- . 1,406
Other allowances and honoraria {office) .. . .e L,3l3
Contingencies (Office} .. . e . . 1107

Total . 39,260

Statement of expenditure tncurred on the Unemployment Commitiee from
dhe Blst Augusi, 1937, to the 31sb Junuary, 1989. N

BS. 4. P

1. Pay of officers (chatged) .. . . o 12,733 14 ¢
Pay of establishment {voted) e v . 5814 6 0

1. Travelling allowance-—
Charged . . 964 15 0
Voted . . - - 14951 6 9
LIL. Other ablowances and honoraria .- - - 850 13 0
1V. Contingencies . .. - . 1,190 § 0O
[
Total - 36,5607 14 0O
Voted - - - - -u 22‘809 1 0

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANBWERS.

REPRESENTATION OF SCHEDULED CASTES IXN P.C.8. (ExEcUTIVE
_ Bravcn).
697. Bhagat Hans Raj: Will the Honourable Premier be plessed

o state whether it is a fact that the representation of scheduled caste among

P.C.8. (Bxecutive Branoh) officers is nil ; if 36, the wotion intended to be taken

10 give them their proper share in the service ? .
The Horioarable Msjor Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : No member of
the scheduled castes has so tar been recruited in the P. C. 8. (Executive
Branch), ~ With regard to the seeond part the honourable member is referred
to the reply given to part {b) of unstarred question No. 315,! asked by Lala
Harnam Das on the 4th March, 1988, - : L -

- hy
3Wolume 13T, page 398,

"
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Crerks v oFFIOE oF Dmpury CoMMiss1ONER, AMRITSAR PISTRIOT,

» 698. Bhagat Hans Raj : Will the Honourable Minister of Revenus
‘be pleased to state—

(@) the total number at present of clerks in the office of the Deputy
Commissioner, Amritsar district, communitywise, with the
number of clerks belonging to scheduled csstes among them ;

" whether it is a fact that the scheduled casto are not adequately
vepresented among these clocks ; if so. the asction intended to
be taken to make up the deficiency ?

The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia ;

(6) Moslims .. . . - 64
Hindus .. . . ‘e 38
Sikhs .. e .o - 28
Christians . .- .o 1

(b} No. Members of scheduled castes number only one per cent. of
"the total population of the Amritsar district. It is however open to any
-member of scheduled castes possessing the qualifications prescribed in the rules
‘to apply for appointment, and if any such applications are recejved they will
“be considered on their merits,
REPRESENTATION OF SCHEDULED CASTE AMONG PATWARIS IN
AMRITRAR DISTRIOT.

699, Bhagat Hans Raj : Will the Honourable Minister for Revende
“be pleased to state— -

{a) the nvwmber av present of patwaris, communitywise, in the district
of Amritsar, with special reference to number of schoduled
esgtes among them ; '

{b) whether it is a fact that the representation of these castes among
the patwaris ig nil or meagre and if so, the action intendsd to bs
taken to make up the deficiency ? o S

‘The Honourable Dy, Si¥ Sundar Singh Majithia ;

{a) Mushws ,, . .o 187
Hindus .. . - . 130
Sikhs . . .e . 54
. Christians - - .e Ndd.
Seheduled castes ., - .o Nal,

{b) The matter is receiving attention. The propulation perceniags of
moheduled castes in Amritsar district is 1 per cent.

ADMISSION FOR SUHEDULBD CASTES IN NOBMAT ScHoowns, |

700. Bbagat Hans Raj ; Will the Honourable Minister of Eduestion
:be pleased to state—

(a) the percentege, if any, that is fixed in regard to admissioﬁ for the
soheduled casted in the various Government norma) schools
in the provincs,” T o o
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() the number of the members of the scheduled easte who are receifing-
training at present in varions Gover nment Normal Schools in

the provinece ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: T regret that the answer fo-
this question is not yet ready.

REPRESENTATION OF SCHEDULED CASTES IN VARIOUS (GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS.

701. Bhagat Hans Raj: Will the Honourable Premier be pleased’
to state whether the vepresertation of the scheduled castes in the various.
departments of the Government is in accordance with their population, if not;
the action Government propose to take in the matter ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : Government is
doing what is possible to ameliorate the condition of the scheduled castes..

As education spreads and qualified candidates belonging to the scheduled
castes are available and the policy of the present Government regarding:
recruitment has had time to take effect the represcntation in services of this

clags will increase.

SCHOLARSHIPES WOR SCHEDULED CABTES.

702, Bhagat Hans Raj: Will the Honourable Minister of Education
be pleased to state the number of scholarships that are available for the-
schoduled castes in various Government Colleges in the province, and the:

_pames of the students belonging to the scheduled castes who are at present

receiving those scholarehips ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye: The number of Government
scholarships for scheduled castes tenablo in colleges is gix. The scholarships:
are awarded annually for a period of two years each. The following students -

are receiving the scholarships at present :-—
Scholars for 1987,

Milkhi Raro.

Tek Chand.

Qutub-nd-Din.

Behan Lal. - e .-
Ram Parkash, -
Dharam Chand.

Scholars for 1938.

Nawab-ud-Din.
Refiq Shamim.
Banta Ram.

4, Nand Lal .
The cases of candidates for the award of the remaining two scholarships
are under consideration.

S PR

wow e



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 281

SCHEDULED CASTER.

703. Bhagat Hans Raj : Will the Honourabls Premier be pleased
~40 lay on the table a statement showing what the Punjab’ Ministry has done
-30 far towards ameliorating the condition of the scheduled castes ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : A copy of the
- statement which has been published in the press is laid on the table.

Statement.

Uplift of scheduled castes. What Punjab Government is doing.
. Two-fold programme of cmelioration.
., Tmm efforts of the Punjab Government for the uplift of members of the schednled castes-
- divide themsetves into two parts, The fitst part consists of measures intended to benefit these

castes along with other poor and backward sections of society and the second part comyriees
megsures of special help and protection for members of the schednled castes as zuch. :

To the first category belong, for instance, the Government’s efforts $o place schools, hospi-

» @ood seed, pure drinking wator, co-operative socictics, means of commupication and other

numerpas facilitivs for physical, noral and economic self-advancement, within easy reach:

of the poor and the backward. To the same eategery belong the steps that bave been taken to -

- nbolish begar (foreible exaction of labour) or to proteet debtors from undue eXploitation by -

money-lenders, ’ o

There is no doubt that members of the seheduled castes get their due share of the beneftés

acoruing from ail such mewsures, This has been further ensured by specinl measures which have
been adopted for the benefit of these castes. ’ :

In the sphere of education, which is the basis of all progress, not only are publie schools
open to them, but private schools recciving grants-in-aid from the Government have also been
warned that refusal to admit » member of the scheduled castes would make them liable to lose
their grants. Further, as far as possible the recruitment of qgualified candidates belonging
to these castes to the various services of the Education Departmcnt is being encouraged.
Children of these oastes ate exempt from the payment of fees in primary classes and are admitted
at half the usual rate of fees in the secondary elasses of Vernacular and ‘Anglo-Vernucular Sehools,’
The following scholarships are reserved for members of these eastes 1— .

(z} Thirty-seveh High School scholarships. Of fhere 35 are of the value of Rs. 6
per mensem cach and two, which arc reserved for girls, of the value of Rs. 8
.per mensem each, '

{8) Bix scholarships {each of the value of Re. 20 per mensem or Rs, 10 per mensem
pits tuition fees) in the Intermediate and B.A. Classes. Subject to the vote
of the Legislative Assembly, the number of these scholarships is being doubled
with effect from April 1, 1939, i !

{¢) Two stipends of Ra. 20 per mensem each for those undergoing training ot the
Central Training College, Lakore, Subject to the vote of the Tegislative Assem«
}'}3‘;’9 the -number of theee stipends is being doubled with effect from April 1,,

(d) Stipends of Ra, & per mensem each up to 20 in pumber for ap roved teachers
. Teceiving training in the Junior Vermacular and Senior Vernaenlar (lasses, -

. Tive per cent, of the admissions to the Benior Vernacular and Junior Vernacular Clsses

-for men teachers are reserved for them. o ’ T

Special watch is kept by the Edvcation Department by means of statistical records over.

- the progress of members of the depressed classes. According to these statistics the number of

boys of these classen receiving education in Tecognised schools in the Punjab has risen from
23.483 in 1820 to 27,380 in 1938 and the pumber of girfls from 445 to 1,288, )

In Tndustrial 8cheols boys belouging to the scheduled castes arc charged half the wsual
tate of fees. Three Silver Jubilee Bcholarships in Industrial Schools have been reserved for-
- them and all Chamars admitted to Class B of the Government Tanning Institute, Jullundur,
ate awarded a stipend of Rs. 10 per mensem each. This olase waz opened for the specia)
benefit of Chamars. Members of the scheduled castes are also indluded among weavers who ge!
stipenda of an aveérage valite of Bs. 8 per mensem each in the Weaving Schools of the departmens
and a scholarship of Rs. 15 per mensem each in Class C of the Governmént Denfonstration - .
Weaving Factory, Shehdara. A pumber of stipends in' Goverumént Lndustrial atid Techniea -
Seliools atm also &waided on dho basis of foverty. Boys helongiag toscbedyléd oastes generally
. seture’ a large sharé of them, T T . o
D
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In the King Edward Medical College, Lahore, out of 40 sests allotted to ™ Hindus and’
others ”, one has been reserved for & member of the soheduled castes, provided a candidate
with the minimuem requisite qualifications is available, Two out of cight scholarships of Rs. 15~
per mensem each, tenable for two years, have further been reserved for women of scheduled
caztes who receive training as nurse dais.

In the Public Health Department the Government took in April, 1838, the important etep -
of issuing orders that membets of the soheduled castes should enjoy the use of all public we
on the same terms as members of any other ¢lass. All local bodies were agked to put up-
notices 4o this effect on public wells in their cha;g Subject to the vote of the Legialative
‘Asserbly, it is further proposed to spend Rs, 10, dunn%mbhe year 1939-40 on sinking wells
for members of the scheduled castes where there are no wells, This policy is to continue .
during future years.

In the sphere of Local Gelf-Government the Government has adopted » definite policy of -
nominsting suitable members of the scheduled castes to local bodies where the nwmerical

of these captes justifies their special representation. A recommendation has also-

bean made to Jocal bedies to treat the sweepers in their employ as permanent servants and:
give them the same privileges Tegarding leave and provident fund as other employees have.

The Co-operative Department is muking special efforts to encourage the spirit of co.opers.
tive sclf-help among members of the scheduled casies. There sre nnmerous co-operative societies, .
the membership of which is not reatrioted o a particular caste and members of the schedualed -
ocastes are freely admitted to them. ‘Besides this, it was ascertained in December, 1038, that 382
ive socistios consisting exclusively of members of the scheduled castes, were function--
ing in the Province. These socioties owned a total capital of Rs. 417,153 and had & total member--
ship of well over 14,000,

{nstructions have been isued in all departments of the Government that the recruitment:
of memYets of scheduled castes to public services, including the police service, should be
sncouraged.

As far aa the police service is concerned, the rules require that recruits shall be of good:
character, of cestain minimum physical standards and of a type suitable for polive service..
There is no bar to the eurolment of the membera of any class of community as such. From
fime to time efforts have been made to obtain suitable recruita from amangst the schoduled:
oastes throngh the Deputy Commissioner for Criminal Tribes and from other sources. Bince
October, 1937, sikteen members of the achedulod castes have been enlisted in the Police. One:
of them, kowever, resigned because, according to himself, he was sabjected to govial ostracism,
two were declared medically anfit and one failed to turn up for enrolment after his medical
sxamination.

In the inferior establishment of the Public Works Department, Buildings and FRoads
Branch, the scheduled castes are adequately xe oted. Instructions have been jzsued to-
subordinate officors of this department that suits )e members of the scheduled castes belonging
to the sgricularist class should be given prefercnoe in :g:intments to the posts of Road
Ynspectors. Thec!aimsofmembersoithmemtesfor ical or superior posta will also be
sympothetivelly considered, provided suitable candidates are forthcoming. The irrigated
li:;twima of the Forest Department provide work for a faidy iarge number of members of
the schadnled eastes, Some Od families have settled down there as beldars and residential -

o and medicsl aid sfe provided for them. In the sgation Branch of the Public Works
Department the sttention of Saperintending Eﬁmr has been dtawn to the mpecessity of
employini:ﬂ&mbers of the scheduled castea in all courses and a pemenﬁe of posts has been
reserved for them, subject to candidates with the minimum requisite qualifications being avail-
ahle. Similarly in the Eleciricity Branch instructions have besn issued that preference should
be given to members of these castes in making sppointments to clerical and non-technical poate.
These efiorts which all departments are maldng to improve the pro of membera of the
acheduled castes in various cadtes of poblic services are, however, being handicapped mainly
by the dearth of qualified candidates belonging to these castes.

About 20,000 acres of land in the Lower Pari Doab Canal Colony were allotted to members
of the *“depressed classes . In this term were, however included mot only the schednled
castes, aa defined in the Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order of 1936, but also Indian
Christians, mest of whows would have belonged to the sehaduled castes buy for their i
Abont 8,000 acres of this land were allotted to these depressed class Christians, about 6,000
acres to Ods and the reet to other classes,

Tt may be mentioned that the Criminal Tribes Depertment of the Punjab Government
is also making » valuable contribution of the uplif of members of the scheduled castes, Some
of these castes are included in the Criminal Tribes which are the special chaxge of this Dapart-
mtent and the offorts of the Department are directed not only towards checking the hereditary
oriminal tendencice of the tribes concerned, hut also towands educuti:ﬁeiheir youthe out of such-
tendencies and preparing them by means ofsuitable training to lead the lives of good and uzefn:

publi
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citieens, Tomﬂononlymuﬁctdthoworktbatisbe dore under the swspdces of the
Department, over 8,000 boys and about 1,000 girls belonging to Cnmmal‘rnbesmatpmenm

sthool, Over 100 members of thess tribes have the Middle School or higher-
examination, four of them being gradustes snd one & of Laws.

HOURS OF SITTING.
Premier: 1 have formally to move a motion and it is this :—

That on . the 213t March, 1938, the Assembly ahall meot at 10 4. M. and the
Speaker shall adjourn the Assembly at 2-30 P, of that day without guestion.
put,

The motion was carried.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS.

Mur. Speaker : The House will proceed to dispose of the supplementary-
estimates. Do the honourable members wish to discuss generally the 1tems:
which relate to the eharged expenditure or will they proceed to consider-
the demands ? (Voices: We will take up demands.)

Excrsm,

Ministexr for Finmance (The Honourable Mr, Manohar Lal} : Sir, I
beg to move—

‘That o supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 40,400 be granted to the Governor to-
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending.
3lst Match 1839, in respect of Provineisl Exeise.

Mr. Speaker: Demand moved is—

Thatasupplementarysumnotem Ra, 18,400 be ted to the Govemnor to-
dntiny the. chargen thas il soms yme

come in course of payment for the exding-
SlstMarch,lm,mmspaotomemm,lEmhe your

Lala Duni Chand (Ambala and Simla, General, Rural) : Sir,

Mtheﬁemoih&?%onmountofﬂ?otdlﬁsﬁct]keoﬂwo Establishment, be-
reduced by Re. 1

Myr. Speaker: The honourable member's motion is out of order.
Lala Dumi Chand : Sir, my motion raises the very point whish is
sovered by the subject matter of this item, namely, the giving of rewards.

Mr. Speaker: Had the honourable member given notice of a motionr
only with regard to the sum of Rs. 1,007, which is intended to be spent onr
rewards, he would have been in order. But now he wants o disouss alk
rewards and, therefore, his motion 1s out of order.

Lala Duni Chand : I will discuss only those rewards which are covered-
by this item, that is, rewards given in the Kangra district.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member’s motion speaks for itaelf.
It says +—

“To diacnas the neceasity of greater vigilance to tlntths of rewards does not-
leadtoihamlgngoi 1alse onsce,” vee givig of re

The words are “‘giving of rewards” and not any particalar reward,
D3
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Lala Duni Chand : The item relates only to the Kangra district and
m . 7 AP t . v
I am' raising the qiestion only to that extent. I am not raising a general
~question, The item does not relaie to any other district. The explanation
to Supplementary Demand No. 1 says :—

«Qut of this demand of Rs. 3,780 a sum of Bs. 2,748 is for meeting the expenditure
incurred by the Deputy Commissioner, Kangrs, on account of the freight charges
of hill opium transported from Kulu to Ghezipur. The Deputy Commissioner
had po funds at his disposal to mect this additional expenditure.  The remaining

Jdemand is to meet the inereased expenditure on rewards to private persons
necessitated by an increase in detection work.”

Mr. Speakexr: The honourable member’s motion does 1ot relate only
to the increagsed amount or the increased rewards, while that is what 1s now

before the House.

Lala Duni Chand : This relates to the rewards that ure to be given
“and it is for that reason that the demand has been made and the Government
wants sanction. [f yon rule my motion oub of ovder, I have no right
to speak on that motion. But I will speak on the motion moved by the
Honoursble Finauce Minister. I oppose the whole demand and T have got
apecial reasons for doing so. :

Mr. Speaker: He is certainly entitled to do that,
Grant of Rewards.

Lala Duni Chand: Sir, I want to place only one point pointedly
before the Government and it is this. T lnow that illicit opium is being
smuggled into the Kangra district from the ncighbouring states and
I also admit that large quantities of opinm are smuggled into British terri-
tory from the neighbouring states and cases are made ount and that in-
variably those cases are genuine. But when cases are made with
rogard to small quantities of opinm smuggled into the British terrijory,
then & different question arises. A good many of such cases are false cases.
The reasons for bringing those false cases are three or four. Qne is that
sometimes police investigators and excise officers want to make false oases
and in order to make fulse cases they have to resort to certain private
persons to whom they promise cortain rewards. In other cases eneries
instigate the making of talse cages. In the case of big quantities of opium
it is difficult to make false cages for the simple reason that one who wants
4o make o false case must- spend a lot of money from his own pocket to

purchase a large quantity of opium.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable mermber is again out of order. He
ghould oppose the whole demand. He is not doing so. He is speaking
only on one item of the demand. When an honourable member opposes
the whole demand, his arguments must eover the whole demand, '

Dr. Six Gokul Chand Narang: Ona point of order. You have just
now laid down a proposition that if a member wants to oppose the whole
demand he capnot balk on any particular part of it.  Is thaf to be taken
ag your ruling? What1 think about it is this that a man may oppose a whole
demand for any reason, then his argument may be confined to a particular
part of it and on that ground he ruay oppose the whole demand.
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Mr. Speaker: One may give any reason for throwing out a demand..

He may ,co_rqider that ,xgﬁsou_suﬁci_ep.t,_ . Tt _might relate only to one part-

Ef the deinand. The honourable member was opposing only one part of the-
emand,

Laléd Dani Chand: I am opposing the whole demand. My reason
is that these rewards are bound to lead to abuses. My submission is that the -
giving of these awards leads to a loi of abuse and to making of false cases.
Therefore I oppose the entire demand. I was submitting that many false -
cases aro brought at the instigation of the investigating officer or the excise
officer or the police officer or at the instigation of certain enemies. Most
of these rewards go to those people who are prepared to play the dirty part -
of making false cases, What I am subimtting before this House will be-
borne out if the cases brought under the Opium Act are properly imvestigated
and scrutinised, Particularly in regard to opium cages  many false cases
are brought. Two or three or four tolas of opium can be purchased for a
yupee. When that is purchased, it is put into a house or a ghop. The-
matter js reported to the police. The police officer. accompatied by the
excise officer reaches the spot, and takes into cnstody not only one man-
but alot of men. False cases are made against them, Some are lot off..
Others are punished. Is is only to this aspect of the question that 1 was-
drawing the attention of CGoverument and if Government wil'l be goo
enoigh to pay attention to what I have said, it will find that what I haye-

gaid with regard to, the making of false cases and with regard to the givuag of

rewards to those who play this dixty path 13 }a’»bsp]ﬁ‘tq]y corrget. ,I,h‘ppe Gov--
ernment will take what I have said on this matter, mio consideration.

[ . Li3 o - gt e e . o . R S .
‘inénce Minister (The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal) : I have listeri- -
ed with every possible attention to what the Nohourable member has said.
He is, if 1 may say so with all respect, unduly suspicious. I have looked .
into this matter with sorne care myself, and while the work of investigation.
i5 never & pleasant one, there is no reason to thmk whatsogver that false
ceses are as a matter of fact made to any large extent or to any such extent
that we must. discontinue this system. On the other hand, if we do not have -
this system of giving rewards, we shall never be able to catch offenders. I
can agsure the honourable member who feels considerably exercised in his
mind about this matter, that there is no real danger of false cases existing..
The reward iteelf is on a modest scale and the reward is given after the
matter is duly examined. After convistion, the report iz made in the.
normal cage and the matter is examined by more then one authority. Of
course there is no limit to suspicion that some would eptertain in their minds,
and thers is no doubt that one would like these things to be free from all:
fault and blame. Government in this matter is not encouraging in the least .
atiy Talse cases and I trust the House will accept the demand as & whole.

Mr. Speaker : The question 15—
That adﬂpplementn.ry sum not exceeding Ry, 46,400 be,gegated to the Governor o -
B

afray the. that will come in pourse of payment for the year ending:
305t March, 1930, in respect of Provincial Exise.

The motion was corried.
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STaMPa.

Finance Minister (The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal): I beg to
TMOve—
That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ra. 4,050 be granted to the Governor to
defray the

charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending
31st March, 1939, in respect of Stamps.

Mr. Speaker : Demand moved is—

That a supplementsry swm ot eXceeding Rs. 4,060 be granted to the Governor &>
defray the charges that will come in conrse of payment for the year ending 31st
March, 1939, in respect of Stamps.
Lala Duni Chand (Ambala and Simla, General, Rural): T beg to
move—

That the item of Rs. 100 on actount of Superintendence—~Other allowanoces and hono-
ragia, be reduced by Re, 1.

Mir Magbool Mahmood (Parliamentary Seeretary) : T rise o a point
oforder. Perhaps my honourable friend realises that the question of general
policy cannot be raised on the specific supplementary grant nunder con-
- gideration.

Lala Duni Chand: This iters relates to the audit superintendents
who are required to enquire into the documents to see whether they are pro-
perly stamped or not. I am raising this question and this item relates only
o this matter. I sm reising that matter through this cut motion. Iam
not discussing the question of policy. I simply want to draw the attention
of Governmant to the fact that some anditors go to the district and make
enquiries about the sufficiency or insufficiency of stamps. It is with regard
%o this point that I want to make a few observations.

Mr. Speaker : That relates not only to the particular item, which the
‘honourable member wishes to discuss ; but to the whole expenditure which is
‘asked for. The note in the Explanatory Memoranda reads :—

The demand of Rs. 100 is required to mcet the anticipated excess which is due to
rewards awarded to certain Stamp Auditors in recognition of their services in
making large recoverics in slamp ceses.

That ie the general policy underlying the whole expenditure.
Lala Duni Chand : If you say I am wrong I will sit down. But I am
- obviously in the right.

M. Speakex : The demand relates only to execess expenditure while
the honourable member's motion relates to the policy underlying the whole
~expenditure.
Lala Duni Chand : I want to discuss the abuse of powers given to some
-of the auditors.
Mr. Speaker : The question i8—
Thet & supplementery sum nob sxceeding Rs. 4,060 be granted to the Governor to
defray the W that will come in course of payment for the year ending
8lst March, 1939, in respect of Stamps,

“The mokion was carried.



287

Forears.
"Minister for Fimance : I beg to move—
That a supplementary sum not eXceeding Ra. 79,200 be granted to the Governor to
fray the charges thet will come in conrse of payment for the year ending 31st
March, 1938, in respect of Forests.

“The molion wae carried.

Oruer Taxes axnp DymEes,
Minister for Finance : I beg to move—

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 16,200 be granted to the Governor o
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 31at
March, 193%, in respect of Other Taxes and Duties. ’ .
Mr. Speaker : Demand moved—

That & supplementary sum nob exceediug Rs. 16,200 be gromted to the Governor to
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 31st
March, 1929, in respect of Other Taxes and Duties. R

Licences to electrical coniractors. _
Mian Muhammad Nurullah (Lyallpur, Muhammadan, Bural) : T beg

4o move—
. That the totsl demend be reduced by Re. 1. .

1 will take only two or three minutes to commend this moiion for the
: aceeptance of the House. Recently there was some diseussion in the news-
papers that the fees levied in both cases, that is, certificates of supervisors
.and licences of electrical eontractors were very high. I think there was a
. comparison drawn between the fees charged in this province and those in
-other provinees. (Interrupiion.)

(Urdu). Some of iy honourable friends have asked me to speak in
"Urdu. T am afraid T may not be able to make them understand my point of
view in that language because my knowledge of Urdu is very limited. Auny-
way I am prepared to try, My submission is that the annual fes is too ex-
orbitant. The imposition of such a heavy fee makes people think that this
.18 & Government of capitalists and, therefore, it does not want that any one
who i8 not a capitalist should enter the profession. If such are the fees that
-your are going to charge, then no zamindar will evér have an opportunity
. of becoming & contractor., Zamindars are too poor to pay such amounts.

Now let us compare these fees with those charged in other provinces.

Tor instance in Delhi the fee is no more than Rs. 10 while you have fixed it
_at Bs. 100. A poor man canmot be expected to pay so much and conse-
quently poor zamindars will be shut out of the profession altogether. Simi-
laxly the supervisor’s fee of Rs. 26 is very exorbitent too. The parents who
.have to meet 8o many other expenses in addition to those on the education
-of their son cannot afford sueh heavy fees. The son may be able to pay this

_after he has begun to earn this for some time. I would, therefors, request
~the Government to reduce these fess.

Mr. Speaker : Demand under consideration, motion moved—
That the total demand be reduced by Re. I,
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Minister for Public Works (The Honourable Nawabzada Major
Malik Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana) (Trdy) : Sir, T am very glad to see that
wy honourable friend Mian Muhammad Nurullah has so much solicitude -
for the welfare and rights of zamindars, But let me tell him that his enthusi-
8sm in this matter is misplaced. He ought to have known that there are
n¢ zamindar interests involved in this question nor any zamindars in this -
profession.

Now as regards the fees Rs. 100 are to be charged only on the first occa-
sion. The renewal fee iy Rs. 25 only. And, Sir, these amounts have been
fixed on the recommendation of the advisory committee which ineluded the -
reprosentatives of both the Punjab Chamber of Commeres and the Indian
Chamber of Commerce. Thus the fee is going to affect only rich people and
in reality it is meant to cover the expenses of holding examinations.

1 hope my honourable friend will now agree with me that the question .
of 4ny hardship to zamindars does not atise at all.

Mr. Speaker : Tho question is—
That the total demand be reduced by Re. 1,
The motion was lost.
Mr. Speaker : The question is—
That a supplementsry sum not exceeding Ky, 16,200 he granted to the Governor to -
gefray the charges thet will come in coursq of payment for the year ending:
{st. March, 1939, in reapect of Other Taxes and Duties.
The motion was carried,

IRRIGATION I8TARLISEMENT CHARGES.

Minister for Finance : Sir, I bey to nove—

That a supplementsry sum not oxceeding Re. 1,03,200 be granted to the Governor to -
o ~defrsy the charges that will come in ecourse of payment for the year
4 7., ending 31st March, 1839, in respect of Limigation Establishment Charges.

M. épeaker: Demand moved—

That s supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 1,03,200 be granted o the Governor to -
he charges that will came in course of payment for the year ending
3=t March, 1029 i1 respact of Yrrigation Establishment Oharges,

L Q&&S&- H'an Singh : I suggest that all the cut motions to this item .
be _dilséﬁssg'd together.

. M. Speaker: I have no objection if thatis the wish of the honour- -
able members.

The Assembly agreed unanimously to disouss all the amendmenis together, .

Canal Act Commillee.

 Mian Mihatimad Nivalldh (Lysllpur, Muhammadsn, Rural)-
(Urdtiy:  8ir, I beg to move— .

That the item of Ra, 7,790 on account of A (i) Chiei Kngineers—Canal Act Committea—

Tatal pay of officers (voted}, bo reduced by Re. 100

The object of my cut motion in the first place is to cxiticise the personnel:
of the Canal Aot Committee. In the first place it is gratifying to note that.
the Canal Aot Committee has after all been appointed by the Government.
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and is functioning now. But I am sorry to say that the same old history

has been repeated thereby, that is, the zamindars have been dénied any place-
in if. All the three fembérs are officials atid no non-officiil member has

¥oon added. One member is 8 retired Chief Engliiser, the second a Superin-

tending Engineer ahd the third Rhan Bahadur Khurshid Muhammad, a

Totiréd deputy comiijssloner. Thus all these three members are old and

164l Servants of the Goverfiment. They cannot be expected to rise above-
official prejudices and the narrow official point of view which they have been

acgustomed to all their lives. It is too much to expect from them that they

will really appreciate the zamindars’ point of view and sympathise with them.

Their sympathies will be with the Government who have been responsible -
for their appointment and whose salt they have been taking all their lives.

It was imperative that & zamindar member should be appointed on this

commitites who could place before them the difficulties and sufferings of the -
poor agriculturists, I still hope that better counsels will prevail and the-
Governitent will appoint some non-official zamindar merabers. Otherwise

the committee, constibuted as it is, will place before the public and the -
Government a huge volume of doeuments which it would be impossible for -
the zamiridar members to understand.

Another fundamental mistake committed by the Government is that
they have appoinied old officers who afe either about to retire or have
acbually refired from the Government service. Instead of this, yourg:
officers should have been appointed who could have brought a fresh mind.
to bear upon the problem. It is impossible to expect them to study the prob--
lem from the modern angle of vision. They cannot but think in the old
channels and they eannot come out of the old rut in which they have speat -
their life. I wish young men to be appointed who could infuse new. spirit
into the discussion.,, After all the Act which they have to modify was framed
in 1873 when the British wanted to rule the Punjabis. The higher ang the
lower officers were all theirs but the petty officials were recruited from the
pative people. So they made this Canal Act not in the interest of the-
zamindars but in their own interests. But now the Government and the
dfficers are all the sons of the soil. They should try to reform it with the
help of the non-official members who can truly lay before the Goverhimeit
the real needs of the zamindars. The yoot cause of the'trouble can only be-
removed by non-official members.

Turning now, Sir, to the questionnaire which this committe issued a
fow months ago, I may confess that I have not been able unfortunately to
- gbudy it till the last night.when I went through it. At the same time I

. xawy point out that it is very difficult to criticise this highly technical ques- -
tionhaire that hes bean prepared sfter full consideration by so-called ex-
perienced hands. Althongh I was s member of the Canal Advisory Committee-
for three or four years I have not been in touch for the last few years, How-
ever what I have been able to gatber from it last night and whatever I feel
about it at present, I express on the floor of this House.

. The guestionnaire includes the question of kharada as well. Aec-
éoeding to thie rule fow in vogue you axe entitled to khordba only when your
crop is less than 4 aiinds in a ropee. I the erop i# equal to or more than.
4 annas in  rapee you do not get any khareba. If you take into considerd--
tion the yield fixed by the Settlement Officer in the Lyallpur distriet you wil.
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find that the yield of wheat per acre in certain tahsils is 14 maunds, one-fourth
of which comes o about 3} maunds. For these 3} maunds yon will not get
-any kharaba. It iz obvious that the price of 8% maunds of wheat is about
7 or 8 rupees. Yon can see that where one gets produce worth 8 rupess,
“he has to pay full land revenuse, abiana and other rates which approximately

-come to about Bs. 14. This is how the zamindara Government is treatiog
the zamindars,

Premier : May I point out to my honourable friend over there that
there is no use lecturing upon the question of kharaba. If there are any
defects or drawbacks in the kharaba rules they can be easily brought to fhe
notice of the Canal Aot Committee who have issued this questionnaire. In

-this the very first question relates to kharaba.

Sardar Hari Singh : But who are you to lecture to him ?

Mr. Speaker : I permitted the Honourable Premier to raise a point
-of order.

Mian Muhammad Nurullah: I want to throw some light on the
point of order. My cut has been moved only to discuss new questions in
-the guestionnaire that might be useful to the zamindazs. My honourable
-friend the Premier might have information but the other gentlemen in the
Houge perhaps do not know and unless they know the present rules they
- eannot appreciate my point of view.
Myr. Speaker : Then the honourable member must first state the
‘questmns which he considers objectlonable and then propose his own ques-
t10ns in their place,

Premier : I merely point ont that the very first question says “ riles

“for remission on account of failed crop that is crop as laid down in rule 29 (1}
-of the Canal Act.”

Mr. Speaker : I have ruled that he will first state the question,
“which he considers to be objectionable, and then raise discussion.

Mian Muhammad Nurullah : I would now like to throw some light
-on the guestion of seed and cost of cultivation,

Premier: May I again draw your attention to question 2 which is
- quite ¢clear ?

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : 1Is it a point of order?

Mur. Speaker : When the honourable member has finished and the
-Government is replying the Honourable Premier may then raise his point.
Premier : I want to raise a point of order. The honourable member
wants to raise a question which 13 clearly included in the questionnaire.
‘It there are any defects in the kkaraba rulez you can move amendments
to them.
Mian Muhammad Nurullah : You understand the questionnaire
very well. You have your experts. But you have put in this questionnaire
.such language which an ordinary zamindsr cannot understand. I was there«
fore going to explain what the rule relating to kharaba i8 at present and what

it ought to be. Where one gets Rs. 8 for his produce he has to pay Rs, 14
.a8 Government dues.
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‘Mr. Speaker : Deobate is allowed only on guestions and their forms,

Mian Mohammad Nurullah: Can I not explain the question ?
M. Speaker: The honourable member may criticise questions.

Wian Muhammad Nurullah: And if there are no questions relating
4o the matter that I want to talk of in this set at all ? Ilike that this com-
-mittes should have drawn up a guestionnaire about alienation of the sonior
revenue egtablishment from this department and iis affiliation with the civil
side. They have not put a single question about that, Will you allow me
.to put that question ? :

Myr. Speaker: That is all xight. Take up the next question.

Mian Muhaminad Nurullah : You want me io give up Lharaba.
,Kharaba touches the zamindars the most, therefore I want o attach parti-
_cular importance to this, moze than anything else. :

Mr. Speaker: I would request the honourable member to siabe the
. quegtion in such form as he considers correct.

Mian Mubammad Nuruliah : The guestion is ** would you like to
have a kharaba system after defraying the cost of cultivation?” This
is the question which I would like to put to the zamindars. In that connec-
-tion I wag explaining to the House what the kharaba rules are and what they

-ghonid be.

Mr. Speaker: Just now we are not concerned with rules, we are

~goncernad with questions.
Mian Mubammad Nurullah : Questions are framed on these rules
-and the present system that is in force.

Mr. Speaker : What the honourable member has already stated is
-enough to show that certain questions are no% in proper form and that the
form given by him is the correct form.

Mian Mchammad Nurullah: Then I will leave that question and

-digeuss only those that might ha incorporated in the guestionnaire.

. M Speaker: The honourable member is welcome to supply omis-
-glons,

Mian Mubammad Nurallah : I will be more business-like. There i8
not a single question regarding the definition of the expression * cansl
-officer.” * Canal officer ”’ under the rules and the Act means, I am reading
from the definition given in this Act, * he who exercises control or jurisdic-
“tion over & canal or any part thereof.” And in this head you have three
officers particularly defined, superintending canal officer, divisional canal
officer and sub-divisional canal offcer. According to the definition given
in the Act the Chief Enginser is not & canal officer. To make his actions
-regular and legal he should have been defined as & cansl officer. Another way
to effect economy is to shift the posts of semior zilladars and deputy col-
Jectors to the civil side.

Now I draw your attention to a very important aspect of the matter.
When I moved a resolution about reduction in abigna in a segsion. of the old
“Legislative Council held at Simis, the talented Financial Commissioner,
“Mr. H. Calvert, told us that the Drrigation Department was a commercial
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departmen"s of the Government. He explained the varions ifems of
expenditure bringing the rate up to Rs. 4 or so. I submit, Sir, that if this

is also the attitude of the present Government then let it separate this

dopartment altogether from the General Budget. Then find out what

ratio the expendituré on each canal bears to its income. In the Lyallpur

digtriet the canal is giving you 25 per cent profits and I hope the Honourable

Minister for Public %Vorks will bear me out when I say that in the Shahpur
district the canal is running at a loss of no less than 55 per cent. Now where

is the justification for shifting this buxden to the Lyalipur district ? These

matbers require serious consideration and I would request the Government .
to adopt the method which I have suggested. In that case you will make

it & really commercial department and its expenditure will surely come down .
from 2% crores to 1} erores. This will remove many of the troubles and

grievances of the zamindars and they will get sufficient water st the proper -
time. The Government will do well to place this question before the zamin-

dars and ask their opinion about it. I would, therefore, request the Govern- -
ment to get it ineluded in the questionnaire.

Then take the question of bredches. Whenever & breach occurs any--
where, the peor zamindars are at once hauled up under section 38 or 34,
whichever it is. Nobody cares to find out the real cause of the breach. It
may be due to the labours of a rat or again it may be the result of party -
factions. Not only that, even where the real cause of the breach is the fact
that the bank of the canal was not i » proper condition. It is the zamin-
dars generally who are made to suffer. 1 can quote hundreds of instances -
to substantiate these remarks. It is within my kuowledge that many a time -
the zamindars have to suffer for the faults of the canal department. The -
inhabitants of a certain village were made to bear as much as Rs. 2,000..
Again, vou know, 8ir, that if & square of land is flooded on account of a-
breach the ovner of the land suffers a heavy loss due to silt. But the depart-
ment instead of paying any compensation makes him pay an exorbitant
penalty. This question of penalties and compensations should also be in-
cluded in the questionnaire.

Then I draw your attention to the confusion and trouble caused by the -
fact that the system of water supply for gardens varies almost in every
tahsil. Not only that. If a certain tahsil 18 covered by two canal divisions
there may be found two different systems prevalent init. You, My, Speaker,
are too well aware of these anomalies 10 reguire any exposition from me.
I shall, tlierefore, confine my remarks about this question to a mere request -
that it may also be included in the questionnaire.

As regards the volumetric system, I admit that Government has offered
the choice to zamindars many a time. But these are merely offers in theory.
I have had opportunities of seeing the canal officers in this connection and
my experience confirms my belief that the department is not willing to en-
courgge this systemn. One Sardar requested me to accompany him to a
certain officer in this connection. There was a great show of Hp symipathy
but nothing was achieved. The patwaris and zilladars think that this system
will deprive them and their higher officers from the benefits enjoyed by virtue -
of their powers in connection with the grant of khaerabe. Some inhabitants.
of the village concerned are, therefore, made to object to its introduction.
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-and the whole thing falls through. If you go to the higher anthorities,
‘their reply is * Well, I have seen the filo—my hands are tied. I am sorry.
But I have to abide by the rules.”

Thus there are many defects which can be removed if you adopt the
proper method and fry to come to a decision in consultation with people
-other than officials who have a knowledge and experience of the working of

-this Act. With these remarks T commend my motion for the acceptance of
the House.

Mr. Speaker : Demand under consideration, motion moved—-

That the item of Re. 7,780 on account of A (1) (hief Enginests—Canal Act Conmities——
Total pay of officers {voted} be reduced by Re. 100,

Sardar Hari Singh (Kangra and Northern Hoshiarpur, 8ikh, Bural) ;
' Mr. Bpeaker, if there is one grievance of the hardy colonists of the Punjab
that insistently clamours for solution and redress, it is in relation to the
working of the Canal and Drainage Aet. The colonists have got o list of
- grievances and o my mind the one in relation to the working of this Act
which is under fire to-day is the greatest grievance that must be solved
immediately. The question of the amendwment of the Act and the rules
framed thereunder has been hanging fire for a long time. It was on the
24th November, 1932, when you were in the chair, that a resolution was
passed by the last Legislative Couneil, and which was moved by Chaudhri
Sir Chhotu Ram, Leader of the Unionist party, which was in opposition
then, that it should be ‘amended in an appropriate manner, so that the
grievances of the colonists of the Punjab might be done away with bub no

action was taken by the then bureaucratic Government. -

Premier: Is my honourable friend speaking on the whole motion ?

Sardar Hari Singh : I am speaking or euts Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the
light of remarks that are made against these cuts. I am not moving my
own cut but'am speaking in the light of these cuts. It was on 20th January
last year that this Assembly passed a resolution unanimously that a com-
mittee should be appointed-to go into the question of working of this Aot
and to make recommendations for suitable amendments in this Act and
rules made thereunder. A sympathetie, a popular and a responsible Gov-
srnment ought to have appointed a commitbee of enquiry on the 2Ist Janu-
ary, the very next day the resolution wa¥ passed and the report of that HEn-
quiry Committes ought to have been formulated in the summer of last yoar
and tho decisions as a result of the recommendations of that Enquiry
Committee ought to have béen incorporatéd in the Budget of this year which
has been presented hy the Honourable Minister for' Finance. But what do
we find ?—that the Government takes more than six months in arriving st a
decision as to the personnel of the committee which was recomimended by
this House on the 20th January. ' ' ' s

It was not before 11th November, 1938, that a commitiee was appointed
.and we are told that the committee will finish its labours within five months,
1t ‘this promise materialises, the committée will finish its labours by May
next. As regards the personnel, the question which has been raised by
Mian Nurullah in hig cut motion, 1 have t6 make a few observations. We
are told that originally the members appointed to the commiitee were one
of thp Financial Commissioners, one Uhiéf Engineer and twb more gentlemen.
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Tater on when we read the note under this demand we find that becanse of
his pre-occupation the Financial Commissioner would not be able to give
sufficient time to the work, therefore he would work by proxy. Have you
heard of any enquiry committee or a commission whose members work by
proxy ? Legally and constitutionally they are the members of the committee
but because they cannot find enough time to devote to this work that is en--
trusted to the committee therefore they say that such and such persons
will work in their place, who will go and enquire into the grievances of the-
public, who will examine the grievances of the people and who will arrive at
certain conclusions and who will work for them and represent them. This.
is the only committee and this is the first occasion when we have come across
an instance in which members of & certain important enquiry committes-
work by proxy. This, I think, is a very queer and funny thing. I want the
Ministers to explain how they have appointed a certain gentleman who can--
not devote sufficient time to that work and say such and sueh other gentle--
man will work in his place. Why not replace him and say, hecause -
you carnot devote sufficient time therefore in your place such and sach
gentleman is appointed substantively ¢ Why say that e will be:
represented by sueh and such man? Similarly the Chief Engineer-
cannot find enough time to devote to this work which 1 considered of
less importance than his official work, therefore he is to be represented by a
non-official retired Chief Engineer Rai Bahadur B. N. Singh. This is the
first point I wish to make and I want an explanation on tbis point from the
Treasury benches. Y wish to know how they are satisfied on this point.

As regards emoluments to be paid to the members of the committee,
the salary of the chairman is charged at Rs. 2,150. It may be said he is a
permanent employee of the Government. It is not within the control of
the ministry to reduce his emoluments when he is translated from a certain.
substantive post 10 an enguiry committes in which he has to perform an
erduous work, But I may join issue with the Government when I read
further on that this chairman will be paid Rs, 200 per mensem a8 special
pay. I want to know from the Treasury benches whether it is obligatory
on the Government to pay him special pay when he is appointed & member -
of sn enquity committee. If s0, under what law and upnder what rule is it
obligatory on the Government to pay the special pay to officers appointed
a8 members of certain committees? If not, why this burden on the ex-
chequer of the province ? How does the Government explain this payment -
of special pay ? Secondly, this special pay which has been given to this.
chairman is also & charge on the revenues of the province. If this payment
of Re. 200 per mensem as special pay to the chairman is the creation of the-
Minisiry, T dare say it could not be charged on the revenues of the provinge.
Tt ig not the creation of the Socretary of State: it has been created by
the Ministry end granted by my honoursble friend the Revenue Minister.
If it ie in his power to give him Bs. 200 or Rs. 800 or deny him Rs. 200
and not to pay this special pay, it should not be cbarged on the revenues
of the provinece but it must be voted upon by the Assembly. It is-
the creation of the Minister who is responsible to the House. We can.
undo what the Minister does. If the Secratary of State has sanctioned this-
special pay of Rs. 200 then you can say that it is not votable and cannot
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be voted upon by the -Assembly, If out of his unbounded generosity our-
Revenue Minister has said, * well Bs, 200 per mensem will be paid to the
chairman on aceount of his arduous daties as chairman of the (anal Act
enquiry committee,” then I say you are responsible to the House: this.
item ought to be voted upon: we may reject it or we may aecept it. You
cannot make it a charge on the revenues of the province.

Passing on to the procedure to be adopted by thic enquiry committes -
it is hinted—
On discussion between the Financial Commiseioner, Revenue, and Chief Engineer it

was agreed that for s proper examination of the Canal Aot the official membess-

must tour in the nnfated areas to record evidence of zamindata and then-

;l‘:?dznﬂ%gal and non-official members should meet and examine the Act and the-

It i3 obligatory omly for the official members to tour the ares and take-
evidence from the zamindars. The non-official members, and there are-
three M.L.A.’s, may not tour the area in the company of the three worthies, .
the three officiala: only the officials will go and examine witnosses. Non--
official members who should cross-examine the zamindars and elieit from.
them their real grievances, because they are in touch with them in their-
daily life, may not examine them, re-examine or cross-examine them. The
svidence is going to be elicited by the “ adhuri,” committee consisting only
of the official members who are going to tour in the colonies. That committee-
consisting only of the official element will be able to elicit the real grievances:
of the people in regard to the administration of this Act and the rules made-
thereunder. Therefore the procedure laid down here in the note iz defective-
and this defect must be removed before we can expect anything useful fronn
the laboars of the committes. Non-official members must be made to tour-
along with the official members, cross-examine and elicit the grievances
of the people. It is not the non-official element of the committee that will®

be able to find out and discover the real and genuine grievances that the-
people are ground under.

Mr. Speaker, as regards the questionnaire, Mian Nurullah has made-
sufficient eriticism of the question at issue before the committee. I hope-
that the Treasury benches will pay sufficient attention to their erstwhile-
oolleague, not s renegade but a convert to the Congress view and the views.
of the people of the provinee, and in the light of his remarks urge the com-
mittee to make an amendment in the questionn

aire, so that the questionnaire-
may cover & wide field covering the real and genuine grievances of the people.
When the report of the committes comes before the Government, T hope,.

it will be placed on the table of the House and it will be prosented to the
House for consideration and discussion, so that, out of the labours of the
committee and out of the considerations of the report of the committee b

this House we may evolve a programme and a policy that may give sufficient,
and adequate relief to the people of the colonies,

Lala Duni Chand (Ambala asnd Simla, General Rural), (Urdu):
Bir, the very firet thing that is apparent from the item to which cut motions
Nos. 1 to 4 have been moved is that public money is being wasted by the
Government without the least compumetion. Ho:

noursble members wilk
remember that on the 20th January, 1988, a resolution was unanimously

passed by the House recommending to the Government that a sommittes
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may be appointed to suggest necessary amendments to the Northern India

Canal and Drainage Act. A perusal of the Debates on that day will show
that all seetions of the House were agreed that some amendments and modi-
fieations in the said Aet were overdue, The mover of the resclution as well
as my honourable friend Chaudhri Riasat Ali pointed out the varions defects
which had to be removed and, the Debatos will also give you an ides of what
amendments arc necessary and where. Now, 8ir, it was expected that a
committee wonld be appomnted by the Government and within u short {ime
it would make its report containing the necessary recommendations. But
it is & matter for surprise that it took the Gtovernment more than six months
to come to n decision about the personnel of the committee. Surely, Sir,
it was 110b noeessary for members to undertalte any extensive tours and take
evidence before deciding this matter. The Act was passed in 1373 and has
now hoen in foree for about 66 years. The Government, therefore, must
have accumulated sufficiont knowledge aboub its defechs and the YTV ANGES
of the people in this connexion. Then a good deal of light was thrown on
these matters by the hononrable members who partieipated in the debate
on the resolution. Thus the Government had sufficient daba at ibs disposal
for the consideration of this question.

As regards the persouncl of the Committee I fail to anderstand what was
the necessity for appointing the Financial Commissioner as its Chairman.
Not only that, even one of the Secretaries to Financial Commissioners has
been taken on the commiltee on the pretext that the Financial Connis-
sioner will not be able to spara much time for the work of this com-
mittee. Then there is one representative of the Trrigation Department and
he is followed by Khan Bahadur Khurshid Mubammad. The last named

entleman who i3 Depnty Conunissioner was about to refive and it seems
that this square peg has been thrust in the ronnd hole for no better reasons
than that the Government wanted to make some provision for him. I
submit, &ir, that theve was absolutely no need for appointing sueh high
officers to go into this question. The Government could very well appoint
o small official committee with some non-official members and that com-
mittee could go into the whole question and make necessary recommcnda-
tions. Three or four chapters of the Act do not require any amendment at
all. The number of questions which require attention is not very large.
The most important points to be taken into consideration are improvement
of water supply from the canals, the kharaba and the terms and restrictions
relating to it, the amount as well as the method of assessment and rcalisa-
tion of water rate, ete. Now may one ask where was the need for three
high ofiicers undertaking a tour in this connexion and wasting public money ?
It would have been enough if & committee like the one L have suggested
were appointed and o questionnaire issued by it. After the replies to the
questionngire have been received, some witnesses could be sent for from
the areas concerned and their evidence recorded. And when the Govern-
ment had obtained the public opinion and the opinion of those who are
directly affected by the Act, it could compare this opinion with its own
.aceumulated experience and come to a decision.

Then, Sir, T fail to understand why the services of a legal adviser have.
been thrast upon this committee ? What will this legal adviser be doing
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- during the period in which this eommittes will be holding its meetings ?
It any legal advice is required it is when the amending Bill is to be prepared,
- and that work is done by the Legal Remembrancer and his department. Then
“why this white elephant ? . : ' .
- The expenditure provided for this committee is Rs. 43,390, ‘But our
- #xperience tells us that it is not going to rest at that figure, - It is just possible
that very soon another twenty or thirty thousand rupees may be demaandad
for this. committee. These are the ways of this Government. So much
mongy is going to be spent on the amenament of a 66 yoar old Act about the
operations of which g0 much is known slready. Ig it not a clear proof of
unserupulous waste of public money on the part of the Government ? This
House knows full well that the Government have either already spent or are
,going to spend within a few months a sum of about Rs.-43,000 en this com-
.mittes. The further expenditure may come up to twenty thonsand of rupees.
Such a huge expenditure can never be justified for the purpose of suggesting
- & few modifications in an Act of 75 sections only. To spend Rs. 43,000 in
order to propose some ordinary amendments m the Canal Aect is nothing
but a sheer waste of money. It is not fair to squander away public money
ike that. After all what 1s it that the Government have to consider i this
-contnexion? First and foremost is the question of ascertaining the views
- and difficulties of the zamindars. For this purpose, three imtelligent persons
having some experience of the working of the Cansl Act should sit togsther
snd put forward their recommendations. Now surely this work can be
-done withont incurring heavy expenditure of 48,000 rupees. In reality the
- Government has doled away this money to their old retiring officers. ~Gov-
ernment wanis to please these big officers by providing them with extra
monsy. If they will go on sguandering public funds like that, I would
pray to God that He may save the public from this Governuient. I wani
4o strike & note of warning to the Unionist Ministry that they are heading
towards a disaster by following a wrong path and by wasting publie money
amder various pratexts, -
Premier (The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan) (Urdu) :
Bir I have listened with a certain amount of care and attention to the varions
“&peachies that have been delivered from the Opposition benches. Some
honourable memtbers have apposed the demand under consideration for the
gake of opposition only. Others perhaps have not been able to understand
“the guestitnnaire itself, '
Sardar Hari Singh: Wore you present in the House when these
-critigisms were made ? .

Premier : I have many oyes and many ears.

Surder Harti Singh: But you are not usmg them.

Premier: InfactIamusing them. That is what has made pay honour-

-able triend so restive.

In the first place, Sir, I orave your indulgence to reply to the cniticiem
that has been levelled against us by the honourable membars of the Gpposi-
tion, They have declared the expenditure that we have incurred in -connee-
tion, with the Canal Act Comamittes, to be a huge waste of public money.
‘Bit do my honburakle friends approciate the aims and okijects of éhis com-

.mittée ¥ * Do they also know as to who originated the idea -of appointing
B
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{Premier.)
"such & committee ? It was a member of the Unionist party and not one of
" theirs who brought forward this resolution in the House. Had it not been.
for our party, the Congress could have never thought of such a salutary
regolation, : S
Sardar Sohsn Singh Josh : That is as yet on paper only. The real
matter is being postponed.

Premier: ~Sir I would very much like my honoursble friends to have
their say first so that when they have finished, [ may be allowed to proceed
with my speech uninterrupted.

Myr. Speaker : No comments, please.

. Premier: Another point that has been urged against us is that we have
taken such & long time to appoint this committee. In reply to thie I would
like to remind them of & well-known Persian saying— .
ol u;slotg.: )'5 _}.J.“.ﬂ.l; 4
The Government had to see as to who would be the most suitable per-
gons to serve on this committee. Had my honourable friends taken the
trouble of going through the questionnaire prepared by the Canal Act Com-
“mittee appointed by the Goverrment, they would have appreciated the
labours of the Canal Aet Committee and would have at the same time felt
" grateful to the Government for having appointed such capable persons on.
the committee. In fact T challenge my honourable friend from Lyallpur if
“he can prepare & similar questionnaire in s week's time even though he may
- confine himself 10 a room, whete he is allowed to contemplate on the sub-
ject undisturbed.
' Sardar Hari Singh : But has it been prepared by the committee ?

Premier: Yes the committee prepared it after the Honourable Minis-
ter, the Chief Engineer and I had discussed it among ourselves. Great
pains have been taken by us to prepare this questionnaire and there comed
my honourable friend from Lyallpur fo criticise it without huving even made
an attempt to thoroughly study it. That shows the extent of his sympathy
with the poverty-stricken zamindars of the Punjab. He could not read the

" questionnaire till last night, although he admits 1t was issued, some months.
ago. The questionnaire is a very comprehensive document on the subject.

‘Tt has missed no important point and I wonder if my honourable friends
opposite could have prepared such a comprehensive document on the sub-
oot

Lals Duni Chand: Any sensible lawyer could frame this question-
naire, o : '

Premier ; Further, my honoursble friend from Lyallpur was pleased to-

observe that the questionnaire was too intricate and complicated to be
‘understood by the uneducated zamindars. That may be so. But may I
remind my honourable friend that he himself is bighly qualified, being a
‘B. Com. of London 2 Why did he not take the trouble of going through
the questionnaire g0 as to be able to enlighten his uneducated zamindar
brothers of Lyallpur ? : :

Now I will turn to the question regarding the facilities to be provided

‘for gardening. Perhaps my honourable friend referred to this question in
order o enlist your sympathies, Sir. '
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Mr. Speaker : Is the Honourable Premier unsympathetic ?
Premier : Far from it.

The honourable member need not have appealed to me or to the Honour--
able Bpeaker in this way. Anyhow if my friend had.
real sympathy with tho zamindars and if he had ecare-

fully studied the questionnaire, he would not have been here to-day simply
for the sake of making a speech or opposing this demand. If he is so anxious.
for the weliare of the zamindars he ought {0 have been at Lyallpur to-day
where the Canal Act Committee is recording evidence. A copy of this
questionnaire has been sent to each member with the request that he should
communicate his opinion to the said committes. May I ask the honourable
member over there if he has done that ? He says that he has not studied
16, but forwarded it to the Becretary, Zamindara League, at Lyallpur. I

wonder why he has done 30. Perhaps because he is acuording to my friend,.
Sardar Hari Bingh, ‘a new convert to Congress.’” Why rely upon the
Zamindara League, which is good for nothing snd hag absolutely no sympathy
for the zamindars ? Let me tell you that the Canal Aet Committee is at

Lyallpur to-day and will remain there for two days more. Let the honour-

able member purchage a return ticket and burry back as soon as possible.

{Mian Muhammad Nurullah : What about my cut ?) Then you want to-
sso your name printed in big letters in the newspapers and you are not

anxious to do something substantial.

Dx. Gopi Chand Bhargava : I would make this request to the Honour-
able Premier throngh you, Sir, that he may be pleased to refrain from
making personal remarks. That would create bad blood and ugly scenes
in the House. '

Premier: My learned friend should know that if the honourable
member hag gone over to that side, that does not mean that our personsk
relations have come to an end. He need not help him. . If he wants me to
stop he can make that request himself,

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : [ would submit as a personal explana-
tion, that my request was only 8s a member and a responsible member
of the House and not on behalf of any person.

*  Mr. Speaker : May I state that impersonality is the most important
rule of parlismentary debates.

. Premier : Well, 8ir, for the information of the House I may say that
it was bran.s]ated into Urdu and Gurmukhi and thirty thousand copies were
distxibuted among the people so thai they may easily understand its subject
matter. Then my honourable friend has mentioned  things which had
absolutely no connexion with the cat motion now before the Honse,

Mian Nurullah : Mr. Speaker did not rule that as irrelevant.

Mr. Speaker : No one on the Government alde raised any point of
order as to irrelevancy or irregularity. ' .

Premier : Of course with a view to avoid waste of time. .
Mr. Speaker : Then expediency did not permit it.

Premier: Yes. The honoursble mover further remarked that the
Chief Enginecer, according to the definition given in the Act is not a Canal
Officer. It appesrs that he bas not carefully looked at the personnel of the

2e

5 P



800 PUNJAE LEGISLATIVE AssEMBLY. [ 171m Marcn, 1989,

(Premier.) '

.commibtee or at the terms of reference. If he had dons 8o he would have
found that the personnel of the eommittees is composed of experts, land reve-
vuo and irrigation experts who are conversant with the working of the Canal
Act. The learned Legal Remembrancer is also there to advise the committee
on technical matters. The honourable mover complained that the question-
naire is unintelligible. Had technicalities been included in it, it would
have got all the more complicated. The learned Legal Remembrancer
would see to it that no defects or drawhacks are allowed to remain in the
Aét. Agein my honourable friend, the mover, remarked on the authority
of Mr. Calvert that this department was & commercial one, and that 1t
should be treated as such. Let me tell bim that this is not a new proposal.
Tt originated with me. I pressed upon the Government the desirability of
treating this department as a commercial one and separating its budget from
the general budget, just'as the Railway budget has been separated from the
‘Gentral budget, but the Government did not agree to it. Surely the savings
of a:department run by private capital should be spent on the people. Any-
haw this proposal will be considered in due course. It has also been said by
the honourable mover that since the Governmeni have earned enormous
profits from the Lyallpur Cansl, they should henceforward cease ch arging
anything from the zamindars. Ishould frankly confess my inability to under-
stand the logic of this statement that on produetive canals we should charge
nothing and on non-productive ones we should levy ablamg. I ask why
the honourable mover demands reduction in case of Lyallpur district. (4
pojce © Beoauseit is his district.) No, it is not his district. Itisthe district
.of my friends Shahadat Khan and Khan Baadat Ali Khan. It is the die-
trict of those of ourfriends who reside there. Mian Nurullah and myself were
grented squares of land by Government. It is not up to us to demand
Goncessions becauso we have in a way dispossessed the original inhabitants
of their lands. It is the right of the original inhabitant to clamour for con-
cessions. We are usurpers so to say of their rights.

Sardar Sampuran Singh : You sold part of the land and you are still
selling it. ) _ _
 Premaier: My friend is elso a resident of the Lyallpur distriet and he
is now feeling happy over this. But he has ignored the fact that in the be-
ginning the whole province contributed towards the coat of this sanal.

Lyallpor is not the only district that has to shoulder this burden. On the
other canals too conditions are not very different.

Mian Mohammad Nurullsh : How meny times has the capital of
that cansl been returned from the incoms from the Liyallpur district ?  (Heer,
heor.)

Premier: Now my friend has asked how mony times the capital
hes been returned 2 Dut did Lhat meney belong to you ?

Sardar Sampuran Singh: Then it has been paid back seversl times.
Lala Sita Ram: Haven't you got doubls the amount ?

Premier: But has that money gone into your pocket or mine ?
Sardar Sampuran Singh ;: Nobody says that. '
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Premner Well, that money balonged to the people and has been spent
on the people. I hope my honourable friend Sardar Sohan Singh Josh will
'sgree wnth mo that tgas is the real socidlist way of doing things (;l-'I.eam-,| heny-

and lawghter).
Sardar Sampuran Smgh 'We all agreo on that. (Iﬂlmpm-?]

. Mr, Spesker: I cannot. allow s running commentary. 1 warn th&
honourable members not to interrupt,

Lala Duni Chand : On s point of order. You must bave obsarv'ed
that the Hopourable Premier has in the course of his speech been side fxacking
the issue. Very often he refused to say anything on the point and wandered
sway into the realm of irrelevancy. (Hear, hear and laughter).

Premioex : I havestated more than onoce that some cansls are xunning
»t a loss and others at a profit. Taking sll the loss and profit inte account
the position is reviewed for desiding upon such reduction or enhapcement
ag may be neoessary. I may here assure my honourable friends that when
the thyee projects are completed we chall be in a mueh better position in the-
mabler of water supply as well as giving relief to all concerned.

Now as regards the personnel of the committee it has been said that the
real commitiee is no longer functioning and the work of the committee is.
being carried on by proxy. My friende Mian Mubammad Nurullah and
Sardar Mari Singh have raised that point. It has been asked why the
Chief Engineer, Bawa Natha Singh and Mr. Kharshid Mubammad have
been appointed membors of the committee. My reply is that they have-
been appointed because they are experts. Do my honcurable friends.
want the Government to appoint such persons as know nothing about the
canals and their working ? (4 voice: What about Chaudhri Fazl Din,
M.L.A. ?) I am talking of official members.

As regards kharaba, I would advise my honourable friend to go to every
district and enquire whether people want to retain or abolish it. I admit
that some people want to abolish this system, but there are others—I think.
more shrewd than the first group—who are deadly against the abolition of
kharaba. The Canals Standing Committee of the old Legislative Council:
was of the epinion that kharaoba should be abolished, but among the peopls
there is a great difference of opinion with regard to this guestion. Now the
wadter will be decided after we have received the opinion of the people go=-
sarned from every part of the provinee.

I may also add that the questionnaire issued by the commitiee is very
-exbanstive and everything ooncerning the semindars is inoluded in it. For
instence; I invite your atiention to question No. 6 of the first chapter -on
poge 2 of the questionnaire. It is asked there, * Is the agency for the
“inspection and check of erops generally suitable, if not what shanges do
you suggest "’ ? The last part of the question gives you an opportunity to-
say anything you like with regard to the matter. Similarly there is one-
sach general guestion in every chapter. What more do you want ?

Then a great deal hag been eaid shout the salaries of the officers who-
have been appointed to sit on the committee. They say, why do you give them:
such high salaries 2 My reply i8, becaunse they were a.lready drowing that
much. They heve been given the salaries which they were drawing after

““dodweting their pensioms. (4 voice: It in very httL) Doos my friend
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{Premier.) ' -
ean to say that the pension of a Chief Engineer is very littlo? These
gentlemen have to tour almosi the whole provinee and they will have to
takeo with them their servants and other effects. (4 voice: The salary is
too mneh.) Well, to you ever my salary appears to be too much, but if
you were to take into account the number of my childron you will have to
sdmit that it is too small (laughter).

_ Many of my honourable friends here know that Bawa Natha Singh is an
" honest and tried officer of the Canal Department. So far ss 8heikh Khur-
gbid Muhammad is coneerned, the inhabitants of all those places wherever
he has been posted, will testify to his honesty, ability and sympathy for the
‘gamindars. 1 think honourable members know these things even better
-than myself. I am of the opinion that & better President than Sheikh
Khurshid Muhammad for this committee could not be found. (Hear, hear)
My honourable friend, Mian Muhammad Nurullah, has objected to hig selec-

' }ion as President as if he were quite an ordinary fellow who can he replaced
by any Tom, Dick or Harry. My honoursble friend should bear in mind this

. fact that Sheikh Khurshid Mubammad is a brilliant stax of the Provincial
Sarvice and that if many more officers like him were available, there would be

" no need left for the Indian Civil Service.

Mian Mobammad Narullah ; I never said anything against him. I
~said he is a pon-agriculturist. That is all.

o Premier : I thank my honourable friend for having changed his views.
But where is the harm, even if be does not belong o an agriculburist tribe ?

_ After all what are the duties of this committee ? It will only collect materiel.
It will not say the final word, (loud laughter), Perhaps, my honourable

_friends think that I am not well-informed. So, they are laughing at my
supposed ignorance. But let me have my say. They may laugh afterwards
to their heart’s content. :

The fact which deserves careful consideration on the part of my honour-

‘i able friends ¢, that different canals have their different problems.- For

~.instance, the question of wadh waitar 15 an important one with regpect to

certain canals. My honourable friend Nawab Fazl Ali will be able to tell

» you what are the peculiar problems of the canal in his #aga. Similarly

Mian Muhammad Nurullah ought to be able to throw some light on the diffi-

. culties experienced by the zamindars in his ilaga. The commuttee, therefore,

- will have to go about finding out the complainis of the zamindars on the

various eanals, They will take down all those complaints which are brought

to their notice. The final decision will be made by another ecommittes which

will include three members of this House. For the present, the committee

- is busy collecting data and examining witnesses. I should like to inform

my honourable friends that very useful data is being collected by this com-

mittee. Some facts of a really startling nature are coming to Light as &

result of this inquiry. The other day when Bheikh Kburshid Mubhammad

_ eame to see me, he told me that the inquiry instituted by the committee

had revealed cortain things which were absolutely new for them. I miyself
admitted that those things had never oceurred even to me.

, Mian Muhammad Nurullah : Then you admit that the questionnaire
i8 defective ?
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Premier: I want.to show that these things came to light on account
«of the questionnaire. . It was in answer to the questionnaire that those things
were Tevealod by the witnesses, _ o

Now, I will- proceed to answer the criticism levelled against the Govern-
ment by my friend from Ambala. He said, * This is a sixty year old en
.actment. ‘Why did not the Government carry out smendments themsolves ? i
T confess that there are no eminent lawyers of his type sitting on these benches
-who may be able to amend this old enactment with one stroke of the pen.
‘8o far as some amendments of a technical nature are concerned we have
aikad the Logal Remombrancer to go into the question and make suggestions.
But then thero are certain other things which even I, & zamindaz, do not
know. I must make enquiries before suggesting modifications in the exist-
:ing law.

Lala Duni Chand : May I correct the Honourable Premier ?

Mr. Speaker : Not at this stage.

Lala Duni Chand ; He is making a wrong statement.

Mr. Speaker : It is not parliamentary that everybody should stand
-ap and begin to maks a speech without the Chair’s permission.

Premier: I am glad that my honourable friend has modified his pre-
.vious opinion. In fact it speaks woll of a spesch if people change their
-mind after listening to it. It is really creditable for my honourable friends
_homestly to change their views after they have been impressed by the speech
.of another member of the House. (Hear, hear and applause) This should
be the attitude. They should keep an open mind. Then, sn objection has
been raised that s large sum amounting to Rs. 48,000 is being spent on this
.committee. My honourable friends must be aware of the fact thet no less

than four and a hali crores of rupees accrue to the province from abiana
_annually. . All this money comes from the pockets of the poor gamindars.
Is it too much to spend Ra. 48,000 in order to remove certain hardships of
.the zamindars whe pay four and a half erores of rupees annually as abiana ?
1, for one, will not hesitate to spend 48 lakhs of rupees if I know that the
.expenditure is going to benefit the poor zamindars. (Cheers.) I snything
-is to be dgne for the urban population, my honourable friends insist that
.expérts should be summoned from America and Europe. At that time
‘money seems to be no considerstion with them. Bub when it i3 a question
.of the Bhakra Dam Scheme which is meant for the amelioration of the con-
dition of the poor zamindsrs they sre not willing to spend even a paltry
-gum of Rs, 43,000. I have to say a good deal, but I am hard pressed for time.
I hope this House will sanction this grant so that we may be able to dis-
,cuss other demands on the list of businesa. _
Mr. Speaker : The question is—

" That the item of Ra, 7,700 on scosant of A (1) Chief Engineers—Canal Act Commities—
Total puy of officers (voted), be reduced by Ra. 100. ]

‘The Assembly divided : Ayes 87, Noes T7.

' AYES :
_Ajit Singh, Sardar. ' Bhim Ben Sachar, Lala.
.Bhagat Ram Choda, Lala. Dev Raj Sethi, Mr.

_Bhoagat Ram Sharma, Pandit. Duni Chand Lela,
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Fagir Chand, Chaudhti.
Girdhari Das, Mahant.

Gokul Chand Narang, Dr. 8ir.
-Gopal Das, Rai Bahadur Lale.
, Gopi Chand Bhargava, Dr.

' Hari Isl, Munshi.

‘Hari Bingh, Serdar.

Harjab Singh, Sardar.

Hsrnam Das, Lala.

Jugal Kishore, Chaudhni.
Kabul Singh, Magter.
-Kartar 8ingh, Chaudhri.
Kartar Singh, Sardar.

Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudhri.
Mazhar Ali Azhar, Maulvi.
Mubammad Abdul Rahman Khan,

Chaudhri.

PUNJAB LEOIIATIVE swwwrsLy. [ 17T Marom, 1989..

Muhammad Hassan, Chawdhei:

' Muhammad Nurullah, Mian.

Mula 8ingh, Sardar.

Muni Lal Kaba, Pandit.

Partab Singh, Sardar.

Prem Bingh, Mahant.

Rar 3ingh, Sardar.

8ahib Ram, Chaudhri.

Sampuran Singh, Bardar.

Santokh Singh, Sardar Sahib
Sardar.

Sant Ram Seth, Dr.

Shri Ram Sharma, Pandit.

Hita Bam, Lala,

Sohan 8ingh Josh, Sardar.

Sudarshan, Seth.

NOES

Abdul Hamid Khan, Sufi.
' Abdul Haye, The Honcurable Mian.
Abdul Rahim, Chaudhri (Gurdas-

pur)a
Abdul Rehim, Chaudhri (Gurgaon):
Afzgalali Hasnie, Sayed.
Abmad Yar Khan Daulatana, Khan
Bahadur Mian.
© Ahmad 'Yar Khan, Chaudhri,
Akbur Ali, Pir,
Ali Akba.r, Chaudhri.
* Allah Bakhsh Khan, Khan Bahadur
Nawab Malik.
Anaft Ram, Chaudhbri.
‘Ashiq Hussain, Captain.
Badar Mohy-ud:Din Qadri, Mian.
Bhagwant Singh, Rai, :
* Chhotu Ram, The Honourable Chau-
dhri 3ir.
* Dasaundha Singh, Sardar.
* Dina Nath, Captain.
Faiz Muhammad, Shaikh.
Faqir Hussain Khan, Chaudhri.
FaIr{man Ali Khan, Subedar- Ma.;or
8)6
Fateh Jang Singh, 2nd-Lleut- Bhai.
Fateh Muhammad, Mian. _
Fateh Shor Khan, Mahk
Fazl Ali, Khan B&hadur Na.wab
Chaudhri.
Fazal Din, Khan Sahib Ohavdbr.

Fazal Karim Bakhsh, Mian.

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Raja.

Ghulam Mohy-ud-Din, Khan Baha-
dur Maulvi.

Ghulam Bamad, Khawaja.

Gopal Bingh (American), Sardar.

Gurbachan Singh, Bardar Sahib.
Sardar.

Habib liah Khan, Malik.

Haibat Khan Daha, Khan.

Hans Raj, Bhagat.

Hari Chand, Rai Sahih Rail.

Harnam Singh, Captain Sodhi.

Jatar Ali Khan, M.

Jagjit S8ingh Man, Sardar,

Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana, The-
Honourable Nawabzada Major,

Manohar Lal, The Honourable Mr.

Maqbool Mahmood Mir.

Mubarak Ali Bhah, Sayed.

Muhammad Akram Khan,
Bahadur Raja.

Mubammad Ashraf, Chaudhbri.

Mubsmmed Azam Khan, Serdar.

Muhammad Faiyaz AL Khan,.
Nawabzada.

- Muhammad Hayat Khban, Noon,.
Nawab Malik Sir.

Mubammad Hussain, Ghaudhn

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Ma;or'
Sardar.

Khan
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‘Muhammad Qasim, Chaudhri. .

Muyhammad Raze Shah, Jeelani,
Makbdimzada Haji Sayed.

‘Muohammsd Sarfraz Khan, Chau-
“dhri.

‘Muhammad Shafi Ali Khan, Khan
Sahib Chsudhri.

Muhap Wilayat Hussain Jee-
lani, Makhdumzada Haji Sayed.

Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmam, Khan

"~ Bahadur Mian.

Muziffar Khan,
Captain Malik.

Muzaffar Kban, Khan Babadur
Nawab.

Nagir-ud-Din, Chaudhri.

Nawagish Al Sheh, Sayed.

Khan Bahadur

Pohop Singh, Reo. - -

" Ram Barup, Chaudhri.’

Rashida Latit Baji; Begum.

Ripudaman 8ingh, Thakur.

Roberts, 8ir William,

Sa.clﬁilli Dad Khan, Kkan Sahib Ghau--

i .

Shah Nawasz, Mra. J. A,

Shah Nawag Khan, Nawab 8ir, _

Sikander Hyat-Khan, The Honour-
able Major Sir.

Sultan Mahmud Hotiane, Mian.

Sumer Bingh, Chandhri,

Sundar Singh Majithia, The Honour-
-able Dr. 8ir. : :

Buraj Mal, Chaudhri.

Talib Hussain Khan, Khan.

Tikka Ram, Chaudhri.

Nar Ahmad Khan, Khan 8ahib '
' ‘Ujjal Bingh, Bardar Bahadur Bar-

Mian. :
Pir Muhammad, Khan Sahib Chan- dar.
© dhri. B

Mr. : 1 donot thipk it is necessary that the remaining
amendments should be put to the vote of the House. Do the honourable:
members, in whose names the remaining amendments to Demand No. &
stand, wish to move them ? (Foices < No). May I take it that that is the
sense of the House ?  (Voices from Treasury benches 1 Yen.),

Mian Muhammiad Nurullah : But there is cut motion No. 7 in-my
name which relates to Bhakra Dam.

Mr, Speaker : It is vague and meaningless.
Bhakra Dam Scheme,

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma (Southern Towns, General, Urban) (Urde) &

8ix, 1 beg to mrove— _
' That the item of Re. 18,280 on socouns of Totel Bhakra Dam be reduced by Ra. 100,
My object in moving this cut motion is to urge upon the Government
the desirability of expediting the slready most delayed Bhakra Dam Project
Scheme. I could have said much shout the Bhakra Dam Scheme but in
view of the short time that I have at my dispossl, I will cut short my speech.
and confine myself to a very few points concerning it. - The Government
have made s demend of Rs. 16,280 only for this grand scheme. Nothing
can be done with this petty sum of money about this huge scheme. The-
only purpose that this demand can serve will be to reise false hopes in the-
mminds of the innocent villagers, The scheme has been hanging fire for the-
last 20 yesrs. In 1919 the news was spread about it first. Then in 1920
an estimate of 28 crores of rupees was prepared for it. During the Great
War much advantage was derived by the Government in the name of thia
scheme for rovruitment. - Again, six elections have been fought on this
issue but the scheme has not materialised so far. One has enjoyed ministry
two times in its name and yet there is no prospest of its being constructed.
Now after -a propaganda for the last 20 years, the Unionist Governmend
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{Pandit 8hri Ram Sharma). .

have come forward with a meagre demand of 16} thousand rapees. It is
nothing more than a camouflage. In the first budget there was no mention
ofit. In the second the name was mentioned. But now in the third budget
5 long essay has been writben about it under the heading of the Bhakra Dar
Scheme. This is all an act of sheer cleverness or a dodge on the part of the
Government to win the sympathies of the people.  False hopes about the
speedy construction of the Bhakra Dam are being created in the minds of
the plain folks. Two engincers are being sent fo America to study how
dams can be best constructed.  One is deputed to study the situabion as he
ig claimed to have some personal knowledge of the place. Ie will be pro-
vided with an establishment and they will give out as if the scheme is to be
immediately carried out. But there appeared the other day in the daily
Tribune .o sonsational news with regard to this under the caption,” The
forlorn hope of The Bhakra Dam ”. That shows that the present grant of
16 thounsand rupees it a mere hoax to kindle afresh in the mind of the public
the hopes of its construction. In fach nothing of the kind is seriously con-
templated by the Government. This money will be wasted in mere
propaganda. The Honourable Premier tried the other day to conceal the
reality about this. He said that although the Raja of Bilaspur is demanding
t00 heavy a sum of money to be paid by the Punjab Government yet they are
carrying on the necessary negotiations and have not given up all hopes of a
succossful end. It was farther told that even if this scheme fails, they
have thought out another and a better scheme for providing irrigation
facilities to the people of Hissar and Rohtak. One may reasonably ask that
if they have got a better scheme, why not take that into hand and give up
the idea of negotiating with the Raja of Bilaspur? A scheme with botter
prospects shoald surely be carried out in preference to the worse one. Im
short these things point to one unmistakable conslusion that the Government
is not serious about it. Otherwise the Raja of Bilaspur cannot stand in the
way of the Government of the Punjab ag well ag that of India. Why don't
you look at the Bombay Government and how the Thakore Sshib of
Rajkot was made to yield ? The part played by Mahatama Gandhi is too
well-knowr, to require mention and I do not refer to that. The Bombay
Ministers wrote to the Government of India that if they did not intervene
in the matter they would resign. [ think this protest and strong attitude
of the Bombay Government had gone a long way in effecting the seitlement
armived ab later on. If the Bombay Ministry could bring pressure upen
the Thakore Sahib of Rajkot, why should not the Punjab Government bring
similar pressure on the Raja of Bilaspur.  (dn honourable member - I want
to ask a question.) I do not give way. This is not the time to ask ques-
tions or to make requests. As a matter of fact it is the inability and the
weakness of the Punjab Government that stands in their way. Two years
have elapsed since they came into power and during this period only one
conference was held to consider this matter and that too one and a half
years after their coming to power. Now the Government have providad
Rs. 16,000 for the purpose of constructing the camal. It appears that
they are not serious about it. Proviously they intended to make a dam
500 foet high but now .they are constructing another dam 100 feet
high. In fact they are playing tricks with the people., Probably they want
to sleep over this matter till the time comes for the next elections. I
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. Khan Bahadur Mian Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani : 1 want to put a
~guestion to the honourable member over there. Why not send Lala Duni
-Chand to Bilaspur and ssk him to commence & fast like Mahatwma Gandbi?
T he does that they sre mure to gain the objestive. " ' S

' Pandit Shri Ram!Sharma : The honourable member who puts this

.question is riore suitable to undertake & fast i view of his fatness.

' Mr. Speaker Demand under consideration, motion moved— _
That Yhe item of Rs, 16,280 on account of Total Bhakra Dam, be reduced by Re. 100,

© Minister for Revenue (The Honourable Dr. 8ir Sundar 8ingh Majithia)
-(Urdu): Sir my honourable, friend over there gmells rat in everything

+which this Government does and approaches every matter that comss before
the House with a prejudiced mind. Quite naturally, jaundiced eyes
st see everything yellow. Let me tell him that I am myself most anxious

10 seo the Bhakra Dam Scheme completed, because it was in my time when,

T wag member of the previous Government that this scheme was conceived.

T regret that it could not be matared then. My honourable friend has
~wasted his breath for nothing, for we are already serious and determined to

carry it out, no matter whether it is- paying or non-paying, productive or

non-productive. Again the honourable member has urged upon the Govern-
- ment thé desirability of putting undue pressure on His Highnéss the Raja
_of Bilaspur. He wanis ug to coerce him inbo agrecment. - But if we do
.that, I am sure the Opposition would take up cudgels on his behalf and

blame us for harassing him.  Let me tell the honourable member that we
_are not in favour of coercive and forcible methods. (Interruption.) The

honourable member interrupting has mo connection Whatsoever with this
scheme and as such he should keep silent. (Laughier.) {(dn honourable
member : Where are your squares of land situste ?) The honourable
“member should know that I am in charge of the department and it is my

duty to look after the whole of the Punjab. Well, Sir, I do not want {0
qmake a political speech. Frankly speaking we have no power to coerce
‘the Raja into agreement. We wonld rather continue to follow the methods
-of persuasion. We do not want to pub undue predsurs on the Raja for he 18

gonsitive snd is & good man of advanced views. {Laughter.) The diffi-
«culties confronting .us in this mstter have been fully explained by the

Honourable the Premier and if the honourable members opposite are not
_yob satisfied, we cannot help. Agamn there i a better scheme, why should
“we not look to it9 Where is the harm. if we examine the possibilities of &

geheme which appears to be better 2 Ii T could continue here for some time
‘longer 1 shall try my utmost bo see this scheme matured. (Interrupiion.)
.o you think that I sm going to leave office very soon 9 No doubt 1 am an

old man and you want me to go sway. But let me tell you that I am not
prepared to be bamboozled by you. (Loughier.) We are trying to have the
-matter smicably settled. ~We do not agree to an unreasonable amount.

I cannot give you details and T hope that you will not eompel me to do so.
Tiet me assare you sgain that we are quite serious about this scheme,  With
- these words I resume my seat. : - ’

. Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma (Kangra East, Geperal, Bural) (Urdu)
_8ir, it has been stated that Nokehar Dam is a supplementary Dam to Bhakra
' Damn. As far as Nokehar Dam is concerned, X know

Oz its situation quite all right, because it is situated in xay
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cenatituency. The thing that we strongly object to is the mamner in which
the sarvey of the Nokehar Dam has been dons. I cannot help telling you
some incidents which occurred in that respect. The survey party camped on.
private fields withont getting legal sanction from the Government. The
members of the survey party did not tell the people why they had come
there, They did not express their aims and objects in regard to their
coming over there and annoying the inhabitants of that age. Why did.
the saxvey party come there ? Nobody knew. The object of their coming
over there was kept a secret. It had not been proclaimed under the Land.
Acquisition Aet as to why the survey party has been sent there. Nothing
of the sert was done.

 Minister for Revenue: It has nothing to do with the point he is
raising.
Mr, Speaker: There is no motion before the House,
Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : It will be clear to yon when I have

explained myself as to what the survey has to do with the motion. I am only
pointing out that particular fact. Nothing more.

Mr. Speaker: Was that survey party appointed by this Government
or by the Central Government ?

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : Their remuneration is provided for
in this budget.

My, Speaker: For the purpose of the Bhakra Dam Scheme ?
Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: For supplementing that scheme.

Mr. Speaker: What has that to do with the motion before the
House ?

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : What I am submitting is that the way
in which the survey party has done its work is most objectionable. More-
over it has not been declared under the Liand Acquisition Act why the sarvey
has been done in that slags. This should at least have been declared under
section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act,  After all what is this provisicon for ?

The survey officers entered the houses of the zamindars of that
slaga without informing them and without getting their permission to do so, or
giving them notice as provided under the law, Trees of the zamindars ware
cub dewn hy the survey paxty and the hedges made round the fields for their
-protection were pulled down. In this way the survey officers disturbed and
annoyed the people of that place. Is this the efficiency our Government
is proud of ? The poor zaxmndars of that place sent representationg in this
respeot to the district officers and went to see thewm in nmumbers. That-
wag their Jast regort. At least 500 vepresemtations had been sent ta me
alone, by those zamindars whose erops were damaged by the survey party.
Is this the way in which the Government wants to help the poverty-stricken.
zamindars ? Isn't it o hopeless state of affairs 2 If the present Government.
~gaes cn, working in this manner, goodness knows what would happen to the-
Punjab and to those poor people whose righta and privileges are said to be-
protected hy this Government. - : ,
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Sardar Ajit Singh (South-West Punjab, Sikh, Rural) :(Panjoii) :
-8ir, the'sweet song of the Bhakra Damn Projeci is not & new one. - The House.
"has been listening to it for the last 19 years or so. The schems has been pub
in black and white no doubt but the scheme has not been put to practioe
as yot. The Government is quite aware of the fact that fomine visits, the
.eastern districts every now. and then. . This is an ol complaint but the
.Government doss not take serious steps to stop these frequent visits of famine
to that daga. I sm agsin requesting the (Government to do something
serious and substantial for the people of Doaba. They suffer from scarcity
.of water very badly. The Honcurable Revenue Minister has said that I
have nothing to do with the Doaba, but he is wrong there. He must adwmit
that we belong to the Doabs though he may be Living and eaming in the
United Provinces or the Central Provinces. We cannot neglest the Doaba.
Water is scanty and searce in the Doaba to such an extent that the welly
.sunk about 19 or 20 years ago have become dry and the wells sunk recently:
are drying.day by day. Under these circumstances the Goveinment should
feel the necessity of the Bhakra Dam Scheme. The people of eastern districts
are really in need of such a scheme, I, therefore, reguest. that the construc-
tion of this useful schome may kindly be expedited. With these words I
fully support the motion moved by my honoursble friend Pandit Shri Ram
Sharma, : : ' : :

Rao Pohop Singh (East Punjab Landholders) (Urdw): 8i¥, my
_honoursble friend, Pandit Shri Ram Sharma, has waxed eloquent in saying
that this small provision in regard to the Bhakra Dam Scheme is made to
put dust into the eyes of people. e further said the Government had been
playing on the same ture for the last 15 years and nothing had been done in
that connection. He also said that he could not but regard these assurances
.5 mere falss promises made to deceive public. It has been stated by the
Government to-day and yesterday that attempts are being made to remove
the difficulties in the way of the Bhakra Dam Stheme. The Goverimont
has given us assurances that in case Bhakra Dam Scheme is mot sarried
ut, it would anyhow manage to provide water in groat quantity to reet
the requiremenis of the inhabitants of that dlage. (Hear, hear) My
snbmission is that we should see to the circummstances. I am afraid my
honourable friend is wrong in formting the opinion that the Government 15
_going to deceivé the public. Why should the Government ~decsive the
public ¢ If at all it wants to deceive the public, it can do so for two réasons,
%irétly .the Goverament may not bs on good terms with the people of that
dlaga. Becondly the Government may not have emough money to provide
for the scheme. T would like 1o tell my honourable friends sitting on the
opposite benches that none of the two reasons is coxrect. '

. It has been stated that if snch a canal had been existing in the eastern

- districts of the province, famine would not have visited the Hisear digtriot.
The Government hag given Rs. 18,60,000 as romission, famine grants, ote.
Were the Government an enemy of that daga or if it did not want to give
money to that ¢luga, it would not heve provided so much money and shown
such sympathy to the poor famine-stricken people of that tlaga. We are
gure that the Government will certainly take steps to materialise the Bhakra
Dam Project. . But what nty honoursble friend Pandit Shri Ram Sharma
hws #aid can be construed in two ways. Either he wishes to hoodwink
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the people by making them think that the Government is not solicitous-
about the scheme or that it is he and hiz party who are very much anxious-
to ses that the scheme materialises. It looks like the case of one who has
been out of the fight all the time it rages furiously, and comes out at the
end of the fight to claim that he did not lag behind.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : He is making a personal attack. This i
unparlismentary.

Rao Pohop Singh : I have to say only this much that if there is any
need to bring pressure to bear upon the Government so that it may expedite
the schemeo, we on these benches are always ready to do that. My honour-
able friend need not worry. Nor should he worry over the question of
pleasing or placating the voters for the party in power. The voters will
judge their work on merit in spite of his adverse propaganda.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava (Lahore, General, Urban) (Urdu): Sir,
I had no intention to speak at this stage but I feel saying something after
I have listened to the speech of an Honourable Minister and also * His
Master’s Voice ” from the opposite bemches, The Bhakra Dam Scheme
has been under consideration for the last 20 years. There was a time
when it was proposed to drop it altogether. Efforts seem to have been
accentuated now to materialiee this scheme as a result of the disastrous
famine of Hissar. Now, what is happening ? On the one hand it is deplored.
that the Raja of Bilaspur demands an unreasonably large amount. On the
other, it is complained that the negotiations with the Raja have so far led to-
no final settlement although they have been carried on now for a very long’
time. Under these circumstances the question for us to consider is, bow
will this schemé materialite? Yesterday the Honourable Premier told.
us that they had an alternative scheme in view, If a hetter and & more
practicable scheme is under consideration, why is the Government sleeping:
over it? Why does it not come to & definite decision? Why is the Gov-
ernment still undertaking a survey in connexion with the Bhakra Dam ?-
Surveys have already taken place, Why is this fresh survey being under-
talen ? The Honourable Minister for Revenue said that he was not making
a politieal speech. Why is he shy of making political specches ? He is-
here for political work. In fact every one of us is here to do political work.
Tt is no use talking in that strain. My honourable friend is now an old and
experienced man. How can he be deceived by anybody ? If he can be
deceived so very easily, he would have been deceived by the Raja of Bilaspur:
long ago. Perhaps the argument which he advanced against Pandit Shri
Ram Sharma applies to his own case more aptly. The Government, Sir,
thinks all along that the criticism of the Opposition is unjustified. It is
their duty to do something. Similarly the Opposition knows and under-
stands its duty. It is the duty of the Opposition to keep the Government
wide awake, ot to let it fall into sleep.  If the Government wishes to escape
our eriticism, it should do its duty, It has the power to do everything.
It has the power to set the Bhakra Dam Scheme going. Perhaps it mtends-
Yo finish the scheme within the next five thousand years. (Laughier). The
Honourable Premier ¢aid the other day that his party was to remain in.
power for five thonsand years. Why does the Government present this
ridiculons epectacle? The Honourable Minister. for Revenue says that he
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will see this scheme through and his Chief, the Premier, says that he has so
msny other schemes up his sleeves. (Laughter). Our only fear iz that the
good Bhakra Dam Scheme will be still hanging fire when the time for the nexi
goeneral election comes up and then our worthy friends will fight election.
by saying that if they are returned to power once again, they will certainly
fmish it up. Ii the Government has done all it could and its efforts have
not been crowned with success, let it drop the Bhakra Dam Scheme and
direct its attention to the other scheme which iz said to be a much better
one, The people of the Hiszar and Rohtak districts are not particularly
enamoured of any parficular name. They do not care whether the scheme
is called Bhekra Dam or something else. They do not care what the
scheme is and who is the Revenue Minister.  All they want is water for their
erops. Let the Government, therefore, do the needful in this respect and
refrain from tall talk. Let it make only such promises as 1t may be able to
fulfil

Premier (The Honourable Major Sir Bikander Hyat-Khan) (Urdu) -
8ir, I had no intention of participating in the debate on this motion but my
honocurable friend the Leader of the Opposition has made certain remarks
which 'make it necessary for me to inflict a speech on the House. I have
used the expression inflict a speech = advisedly becsuse there is nothing
worth saying about this matter which has not been said more than onoe,
My honourable colleagne and myself made everything quite clear yesterday
but the honourable mover of this cut motion is in the habit of dubbing
evarything said and done by this Government as a piece of deceit and eamon-
flage. Ha has heen pleased to remark that the Bakhra Dam Scheme has besn
used to deceive the voters in many elections. = I think his grievance is that
he has not been able to fight an election on this Jssue. Woell, Sir, let bim try
bis luck if he wants to. -

The honourable Leader of the Qpposition has complained that twenty
years have passed without anything substantial having been done in thie
connexion. I wish he had tried to realise the difficulties and obstacles
which heave to be faced and overcome in such a matter especially whon some
other province or State is concernsd in it and protracted negotiations have
‘to be carried on before the projeet can betaken inhand. Perhaps you know,
Sir, that the Thal Project has been under consideration for & much longer
‘period. 'The pecple of the areas concerned were told that the Government
would undertake this Project if they were prepared to part with thres-fourth
of their linds. - They agreed even to that. A law was passed in 1901 and
three-fourth of the lands of the people was taken. But the result wag that
'nothing bas been'done up till now. - Your Government took notice of this
state of affairs and decided that it ‘was a great injustice to have deprived the
‘people of their-lands for more than 30 years without doing anyihing to fulfil
the promise made to them. The result was that the law in question was
-répealed and the lands have been roturned to their owners.

... Now, 8ir, we took over the reins of Government ou the 1st of April, 1987,
‘and during thig, period of less thati 24 months the Haveli Project has been
“compléted—the inauguration is to take place on the 2nd of April. The Thal
Project will glsg be taken in hand at the earliest possible moment and the
Govérnment  will try to see it ¢ompleted with all expeditiousness. It'is
‘the duty of the Government to'remove the hardehips and difficulties'of the
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people and the honourabls membera shonld rest assured that this Govern-
ment will do its duty faithfully and promptly. (Hear, hear). Now may I
ask my friends opposite whether they know the history of the Sutlej Valley
Project ? Do they know that it had been under consideration for about
60 years? The Government had to face a good many obstacles because
_an Indian State was concerned in the matter. Even to this day the Gow-
_ernment is being accused of having made the ruler of the State, who was
_a minor at the time, fo agres to an iniquitous agreement.

The suggestion of my honourable friends opposite seems to be that 1
should use all means to come to a speedy agreement with regard to the
Bhakra Dam Scheme. Well Sir, the Government is making all reasonable
efforts to expedite the matter but let me make it clear that I am not prepared
to exert any undue influence on the Bilaspur State. - I know that veey
recently moral pressure was brought to bear upon the ruler of Rajkot but
it was only a spiritnal pressure. Mahaetma Gandhi did not use uny violent
methods. He never asked the Government of Bombay to crush the
Thakore Sahib. He only used his spiritnal inflaence. My friends should
not, therefore, expect me to bring undue pressure to bear upon His
Highness of Bilaspur. I do not believe in coercing anybody into doing
anything against his will, much less the ruler of a State. (dn honourable
member - Had it been the Thal Project you would have done it.)

Mr. Speaker : The honourable membor bogins to speak without being
galled. This is unparliamentary.

Premier: My honourable friend has made s very unfortunate and
objectionable remark.  The insinuation is that the people to be benefited
by the Thal Project are mostly Muslims.  (An honourable member Mot
Muslims but those belonging to your party.) This is a very unfortunate
mentality and it is the members with such a xentality who are responsible

“for the unpopularity of their party. Had there been no such mexabers in
the Congress, that great organisation would have fared much better in this
province. Anyway, Sir, if they want me to use our influence with the Go-
vornwment of India to make the ruler of Bilaspur agree to our terms, I uin
wob the man to do it. We will try to undarstand the demands of the State
and come to an agreement even if we have to give to the State something
more than may be rightfully due to it because when we are going to benefit
by this scheme we should not gradge a good share of the benefit to the Bilas-
put State. We have to see how far the claims of the Bilaspur Durbar ave
justified. We do not wish to be exploited by the Raja of that State on the
gcore of var being in & tight corner.  But:at the same time we are prepared
to .allow him reasenable profit out of this scheme which iz calealated to
.confer far-reaching benefits on the Punjab. At present we feel .that the
terms put forward by the Bilaspur State are very excessive and we, therefore,
have to continue omr negotiations till a compromise is reached. At the
same timo we are afraid that if Bilaspur persists in its demands, we may
have to sdopt a stiff attitude not in the sense of coercing the Raja but in the
. gense of our refusing to yield to him in his impossible terms.  If that comes
~to pass, we should have some other alternative scheme to provide irrigation
%0 the people of Hissar and that is exactly what we are doing at present.
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Fortunately a scheme whieh is in cortain respacts betber than the Bhakra
Dam Bcheme is already under consideration of the Government and a survey
party bas been deputed for the purpose. We mean to fulfil our pledge,
a3 Rao Pohop Bingh has already pointed out. If the Bhakra Dam Schems
i3 made impossible for us by the Bilagpur State, we are determined to carry
out the other alternative scheme. In face of these facts, it is really regret-
table that my honourable friends opposite shoald describe our efforts as mers
bamboozling or throwing dust in the eyes of the public.  This is far from
being true. In this connestion my honoursbls friend, Pandit Shri Ram
Sharma, has observed that the daily Tribune has contradicted the views
of the Punjab Government. If he ia preparad to place more reliancs on the
Tribune than on us, he is welcome to his decision. Ha may declare from
house tops that the Tribune says ‘ Thers will be no Bhakra Dam. Thers
will be no Bhakra Dam.” But against this, let me assure this honourable
House that we are determined to provide irrigation to that part of the Punjab
through one schems or the other.

Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt : Lot the inhabitants of that daga
embrace Islam and they will immediately obtain irrigation facilities.

- Premier: I may in this connection refer to the spesch of the Honour-
able Minister of Finance which must have been read in print no only
throughout India, but outside it as well. In that speech the Honourable
Finance Minister lias observed that ‘it is the oarnest desire and the firm
determination of this Government to take all nacessary steps immediately
to procoed to the work of construction.” I think that is enough indication
of the views of this Government. Further it is stated there that * In the
final form as now contemplated the Projectis estimated o cost Rs. 12 crores.”
I may add that the present Government is quite prepared to spend this
amount on the Project. There is no question of throwing dust in the eyes
of the public. We are serious about this matter. I am here tempted to
say & few words with regard to my honourable friend from Kangra, Pandit
Bhagat Ram Sharma, who observed during his speech that we were indulg.
ing 'in propaganda only. May I inform the House why he felt the necesgity
of pasging such remarke to-day ? The fact is this. When our survey party
went to his slags, my honourable friend asked the people as to why they
had allowed the survey party to enter the tlaga. He eoxhorted them
to stoutly resist any survey being carried in that area. Perhaps the honour-
able member did not realise at that time that under the law of the land,
the Government can undertake survey work and he who obstructs can be
called to account forit. His argument in asking the people to resiat survey
in connxtion with the Nokehar Dam Scheme was that the land of
the local inhsbitants would be taken away. by the Government. But may
I point out what kind of land eomes up under that schems 9 It is only
hilly tract with deep ravines and high cliffs here and there. It naay be
that some cultivable land also comes into it. But then the owners will got
‘compensation for that, and hundreds of people will get employment.

Many people will be benefited therefrom and they will learn how to work
which will stand them in good stead in fature. .But my friend lectured
to his constituents that hio would take up'cudgels on their behalf and would
oppose the Government tooth and neil and if ‘they still insisted- he would

" put a period to the life of this Governmént, - ' © '
»



314 PUNJAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [ 17rm MaRom, 1939.

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava : On & point of order. Ihave so far been
listening to the speech containing references to members on this sade of the
‘House and imputing motives to them, I invite your attention to this fact.

Myr. Speaker : No porsonal references should be made.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : On s point of order. The Honourable
Premier is imputing motives and is making an utterly false statement on
-the floor of this House.

Mr. Speaker : Please do not make any personal insinuations against
any member of this House.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : But he should be. agked to withdraw
the remarks that he has made.

My, Speaker : I do not think that wae in his persomal knowledge.
He might have received a report and on the basis of that report he has
attacked the truthfulness of 2 member which is not fair.

Premier : I have not attacked the truthfulness.
Mr. Speaker : I raquest the honoursble members not to be- personal.

Premier (Urdu) : If my honourable friend denies that, 1 am prepared
to aceept his statement. But all the same I would advise him not to meddle
with these things. '

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma: Tho honourable member is again
referring to cortain facts which are a damnable lie.

Mr. Speaker : The honnurable member used an equelly strong word
before and has repeated it again.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : He should withdraw what he said.
Ho ig still persisting in making those very remarks.

. Mr. Speaker: Ho has admitted in the House that he does not
know anything personally and that what he has gtated is based on the report
which be has received. But the honourable member has uged mych stronger
language than he did.

Premier (Urdu) : I have already stated thai if the information supplied
by reporters is wrong I take it as wrong. If my honourable friend wants
that no report should be submitted to the Government by any officer until
he has been consulted—

Pandit Bhagat Rams Sharma : I went only after—.

Mr. Speaker : If the honourable member again stands up or begins to
gpeak without permission of the Chair, I shall have fo ask him to
withdraw from the Chamber. Whatever is to be said must be said with the
permigsion of the Chair. '

Premier : Now, Sir, there is only one minute at my dispogal. T will,
therefore, resume my seat after making s reference to a general remerk
made by my friends oprqsitﬂ._ They spid that they could not bring any
prossure to bear upon the Goygrament.fo il its . promises gad.to do its
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duty by the people. To this my honourabls friend Rao Pohop Singh has
very aptly replied that whenever there is any real need foi pressure being
brought to bear upon the Government the honourable members belonging
to the Ministerial Party will do the needful and that they would not hesitate
to resort to satyagraha (Inferruplion). My honourable friend Dr. Sir
Gokul Chand Narang has unnecessarily allowed his mind to wander to the
Punjabi maeanings of a certain word used by me but he ought to know that
at present 1 am speaking Urdu and mot Panjabi. Anyway, Sir, I assure
my honourable friends that there are two ministers belonging to the daga
concerned in the present cabinet and they can always exert the nocessary
influence without any unnecessary solicitude on the part of my friends
opposite.

Mr. Speaker : The question is—
That the item of Ra. 16,280 on actount of Total Bhaltra Dam be reduced by Ra. 100.
The motion was lost.

Mr. Speaker : The question is—
That & supplementary sum not exceeding Re, 1,03,200 be granted to the Governor to
deftay the charges thet will come in. coutss of _ for the year ending
3let March, 1938, in respect of Krrigation Estal nt Charges. .

The motion was carried.

OteER DEMaNDS,

The jollowing demands were then, put from the Chair and adopted.

That & snz?lemenlmy sum not exceeding Ks. 30,562,300 be granted to the Qovernor
to defray the charges that will come in ¢onrse offpayment for the year i
3lst March, 1939, in respect of Construction of Irrigation Works—é:gﬁ
Expenditars.

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ru. 3,40,870 be granted to the Governor to
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 3lst
March. 1939, in respect of General Administration.

That & supplementary sum not exceeding Ra. 2,45,5T0 be granted to the Governor to

defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year en 31st
Mamg, 1939, i respect of Administration of Juostice. ding

That & supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,654,310 be granted to the Governor to

dofray the chngaa that will come in course of payment for the yegr ending
31at i[n.mh. 1939, in respect of Police.

That a supplementary sum unot exceeding Re. 80,530 be granted to the Governor to

defray the oharges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 31st
March, 18939, in respect of Medieal.

Thet o supplemontary sum not exceeding Re. 74,800 be granted to the Governor to

deiray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 3lst,
h[a.ml{ 1939, in respect of Hydro-Eleotric mes—Working Expenses.

That » supplementary sam not exceeding Rs. 5,480,030 be granted o the Governor to
defray the charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending 3lat
March, 1939, in respect of Famine. .

That sngplemnhry mum not exceeding s, 3,156?30 be sr:ntm the Governor to
a7 the,chergea that will come In popxse of paymen year snding 3let
Mne{ 1039, in respect of Supersnnuation Allowances and Pensions, )

%
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That s token sum not excceding Ra. 10 be granted to the Governor to defray the charges

., that will come in course of payment for the year ending 31zt March, 1939, in

reapect of Irrigation, Navigation, efc., Working Expenses and Other Revemue
Expenditure financed from ordinary revenues,

That a token sum not exceeding Rs, 10 be granted to the Governor to defray the
charges that will come in course of payment for the year ending J1st March,
1939, in respect of Public Health.

That o token sum not exceeding Rs, 10 be granted to the Governor to defray the
charges that will come in course of _anment. for the year ending 31st March,
1939, in reapect of Capital Outlay on Electric Schemes-—Hydro-Electrio Schemes
{other than Establishment).

That s token sum not exoeeding Rs. 10 be granted to the Governor to defray the
charges that will come in course of paywment for the year ending st Mv;nch,
1939, in respect of Miscellaneous.

That & supplementery sum not exceeding Rs. 10,400 be granted to the Governor to
defray the chatgea that will come in course of payment for the year anding 3lst
March, 1939, in respect of Provincial Excise,

That a supplementary sum no$ exoceding Re. 80,000 be granted to the Govemor to
defrey the chargea that will come in course of payment for the year ending 3lst
March, 1939, in respect of Famine,

That & token sum vok exceeding Rs, 10 be gravted to the Governor to defray the
charges that will come in comse of payment for the year ending 31st March,
1939, in respect of Civil Works,

The Assembly then adjourned tll 2 ».¥,, on Salurdey, 18th March,
1939.

16 PLA—520—24-5-39—SGPP Lahore.



PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
"FIFTH SESSION OF THE lsr PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Saturday, 18th March, 1989.

The Assembly met in the dssembly Chamber at 2 P. M., of the dock. Mr,
‘Speaker in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS.
Rurar ReconsTruoTion 18 Kvnu Bus-Drvision.

*4176, Rai Bhagwant Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for
‘Development he pleased to state—

(o) whether the Government is aware that Kula sub-divigion is
cne of the most backward rural areas in the Punjab ;

(b) whether the Government is also aware of the strong feeling which
exists among the inhabitants of thig sub-division to the effect
that they are not being treated on a par with the people living
in other parts of the province qua the rural recomgiructiop
work ; e

(¢) what steps, if any, does the Government propose to take fo xa-
move this legitimate grievance of the people of this dqlq{; ?
‘The Honourable Chaudbri Sir Chhotu Ram: () It is a mtjiﬂr
«of opinion whether the Kulu sub-division ag a whole is one of the mppst bagh
ward rural aress in the provines. In some respocts, for example, in co-opera-
tive gpirit it is more advanced than many parts of the Pun;ab
{b) No. -

(6) According to Government’s decision one tabsil in each district is
selected every year for the Special Development Programme and the rural
reconstruction work is being carried out in the Kangra tahsil this year,

The Special Davelopment Programme will be started in the Kulu sub-divie
gion, when itg turn comes.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Has the Honourable Mlmster
the Director of Industries to prepare a list of all backward rural areas m the

Funjab, ?

Minister : No, Sir.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Then hOW, is the Minister in a posis
tion to say that this is not the most backward area ?

Munster + I refuse to answer that quasnon o

Lala Bhagat Ram Sharma : Is the Mlmst.er serlously apply'mg s
aind to the industrial davelopmoqt in t.h'a.t pa.rttclﬁar area? -

S w S -3
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Rursn ReconstRucriox 8 KuLvu Sus-Thvisiow.

*£177. Rai Blmgwant Singh: Will the Honourahle Minister for -
Development be pleased to state—

(d) ‘whether it is » fact that there is siill left an unspent balance
out of the allotment earmsarked in the budget estimate for -
the current financial year to carry out the rural recon-
struction operations in the province ;

(%) how much money, if any, has been spent out of this fund for
the benefit of Kula sub-division, Kangra district ;

(¢) whether any inspector has been appointed or any other offieer -
specially deputed for rural reconstruction work in Kulu sab-
division since the time the work of rural reconstrnetion has.
bheen undertaken in the province ; if pot, why not;

(@) how does the Govemnment propose to spend the balance men--
tioned v (a) above?
The Honourabhle Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : (g} Yes;
(b) Nothing so far.
(¢) First part: No.

Second part. According to Government’s decision one tahsil in each
district is selected overy year for the Bpecial Development Programme and -
the raral reconstruction work is being carried ount in the Kangra tahsil this .
yoar.

(@ The balance will be spent by the beneficent departments on the-
Bpecial Development Programme pertaining to their departments during
the next financial yesr.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : How is it that such a large sum.
has not been spent on rural reconstruction ?

Minister : Probably the schemes were not prepared in time.
Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Probably or certainly ?
Minister : Probably.

%ala Bbagat Ram Sharma : Has any amount, been spent in the Kulu.
aros

Premier : A part of that area ig a reserved subjeet and my honourable-
friend has no right to ask questions about it.

Lala Bhagat Ram Sharma : T am not asking about that area; I am
ooly asking with respest to the Government area. .

Premier : Kulu gets its due share.

Iéala Bhagat Ram Sharma : How much money has been spent this
year

) ‘Premier.: Does the honourable member expect me to carry alf the fignres -
in my head ? He may refer to the budget.
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GUN LIOBNCE-HOLDERS IN RAWALPINDI DISTRIOT,

*4202. Khan 'Muhmm§d Yusuf Khan : Wiil the Honourable Pre-

mier pleased tn stato—-

(@) whether it is o fact that every gun licence-holder in the Rawal-
pindi district has been directed to obtain a shikar licence
also irrespactive of the fact whether he has applied for re-
newal or grant of a new licence and whether he intends gam-
ing or not ; ' :

() whether he is awars of the fact that a representation has been:
~ made by the military pensioners. who have got gun licences
free of any fées . nd also by the inhabitants of the hilly areas
who keep such licences for protection purposes of life and
property from wild animals to the effect that they may be
exempted from the payment of any shikar licence fee as they
do not intend gaming and that their request has not so far

been acceded to ?

The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (#) Before a
gun licence for purposes of sport is granted or renewed, the applicant is
required to satisfy the district magistrate that he has taken out or intends
to take out a shooting licence under the Wild Birds and Wild Animals
Protection Act, 1938, but no such licence is required when a gun is kept for
the purpose of protection or display only, and not for sport.

{5) An oral representation was made by some retired military officers
at & moeting of the Rawalpindi Digtrict Soldiers’ Board a short time ago.
They were informed of the position at (s} above. _

Khan Muhammad Yusuf Khan : My question in part (a} was whother
any instructions have been issued to the effect that a licence holder must
obtain a shikar licence before his licence was renewed ?

Premier ; Instructions have been issued that where a licence holder
wants a licence for purposes of sport he should apply for a game licence.

Khan Muhammad Yusuf Khan: May I know whether the Honourable
Premier is aware of the fact that the licences of one or two persons have been
confiscated on the ground that they did not obtain shikar licences ?

.Premier : There is no question of confiscation: they may not have
been renewod.

Khan Muhammad Yusuf Khan : May I koow if they were not ve-
newed on the ground that they did not get shikar licences ?

Premier : Yos, that is what the instructions are that if a person applies
for licence for the purpose of sport he must also get the game licence. If

he does not want it for sport but for protection only then he will not be
given a licence for sport. :

Khan Mubammmad Yusuof Khan : My question is that notwithstandings
ihe fact that an assurance was given that the licence required was for pro’
tection purposes only and not for game purposes, the licence was confiscateds

: ]
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Premier : If my honourable friend would give any specific instances
T would look into them ; but as I have said they have to satisfy the licensing
.authority that the licence is required merely for the purpose of protection
.or display and not for sport purposes.

CRIMINAL OR CIVIL casEs OF Co-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN COURTH
oF Rawarpinpr DisTRICT.

*4204, Khan Muhammad Yusuf Khan: Will the Honourable
Minister for Development be pleased to state—

(a) the number of cases, whether criminal or civil, of co-operative
societies pending in the courts of Rawalpindi district against
the agriculturists ;

(b) the numbor of cases, referred to above, decided during the last
year ?
‘The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : {a) None.
(&) Does not srise.

¢ axp D crass Co-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES.
*4226. Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Will the Honourable Minister
.of Development be pleased to state—
(¢) the number of co-operative societies placed in class C and D
during the year 1938 ;
(b) whether any efforts have heen made to better the conditions of
these socioties ; if so, the result of those efforts ?

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : (a)—

Class. Number of Socielies.
c .. .. .e . 1,701
C-1 ‘e . . ‘e 4,410
C-2 . . .. - 4,716
D . .. 2,918

(b) Great and permstent efforts ,have been made to improve the condi-
tions of these societies. For the resuli of these efforts the honourable
member is referred to the Annual Reports of the Co-operative Department.

1GO+0RERATIVE SOCIETIES AND (0-0PERATIVE UNIONISM IN THE PUNIAR,

*4227. Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: Will the Honourable Minister

-9f Development be pleased to siate the mumber .of co-operative spcisties
-registered during the years 1987 and 1938 and whother he has taken or con-
templates taking any steps to accelerate the growth of Co-operative Umamm

in the Punjab ? i

The Honourable Chaudhri Sn‘ Chlptpl Ram : First Pari—
Ypar. Number of Speteties.

. 1987 e .. 1,080 .
1938 . . .. . 787
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| ésond Par.—It is not clemr Whnt the Henedrably membed medils by
* Qo-operative Usibnidm ,’ M Co-opelative Meverient i moatit, thé possi-
bili€y of developing it rove rapidly i eagaging tho darreet atheniion of Gov-
ernment. : '

LiQuIpaTioN or Co-OPEBATIVE SoCIETIES.

*4228. Sardar Sohait Shigh Jesh i Wil the Henourable Miister
of Developtient bo pleased to state—

(6) the number of co-operative sociotier liquidated or under lquids--
tion in the year 1938 in the Pdnjab;

(b) the reasons for their coming under liquidation ;

(¢) the total amount involved in sach hiquidation ?

The Honowrable Chandhri Sir Chhotu Ram : (s) 1,418.

{(b) Weak financial condition or the un-co-opetative working of the
societies,

(6) The information is being collected snd will be supplied to the
honourable member when ready.

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh: What are tho catses of these hquid-
ations ? '

Minister : The causos are so numerous and complex that E will not
attempt to enumerate them in reply to this question. _

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : May I know whether the number of
causes for liquidations has increased or decreased during the last two-
yoars ?

Minister : It depends on how one looks at this question.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : Did the Honourable Minister have any op-
porbunity of comparing the number of liquidations during the last two years
with those in the two years previous to thode ¥ _

Minister : I require fresh notieé for collecting such informatiod.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Duriog the last two years did the-
fiiaber of liquidations decrease i the fitst yeat ot the second year ?

Minister : No reply is possible without notice.

APPOINTMENTS MADE AND BXTENSIONS AND PROMOTIONS GIVEN RY
raE HonourasLE MinigTER FoR DBVBLOPHENT.
$4295. Pundit Sk Rand Sharsid : With reference 1o the answer-
to ¥ starred question Ne. 84811, m Whio. the Honourable Minister #ér
Developmont waiited & frosh notios; will he now be pledsed to state—=
{a) the number of appointinénts mads, extensiots and promoticfis.
given ditéctly by him without or contrary to the redont-
mendations of fhie officers concerfied in the departridhts
ander hiii ; : .
(b} the pumber of such appointments, exiengions and promotions,.
separatoly, depart.rqgnt-wis?a ?

1Wolume VI, page 781.
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- The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : The information now
desired by the honourable member, if furnished, will defeat the secrecy of
comntunications made by departmsental heads to the Minister-in-charge.
Acoordingly I regrot that I must decline to furnish this information. '

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Are the orders of the Minister confi-
dential ? : .
. Minister : T have not followed the question,

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : I will ropeat my question. The Honour-
able Minister has stated that this question relates to official secrets. T
admit that the office seerots may not be diselosed, but may I know if hig
orders are also confidential ?

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar ; May I draw the attention of the Honourable
Minister to the wording of the guestion which merely séeks to know the
number of such appointments. It does not want to disclose his orders or
the orders of his subordinates. It merely requests the Honouwrable Minister
to give the number of appointments made, extensions and promotions given
by him suo motu without or contrary to the recommendations of the officers
conserned in the departments undey him. '

'~ :Minister : That may be the opinion of the honournble member. That
is not my opinion,

. Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : May I seek the protection of the Chair with
regard to this matter, because the Honourable Minister has just said on the
floor of the House that the information would defeat the secrecy of commu-
nications made by departmental heads. _

Myr. Speaker : I am not aware of any rule under which the Chair ¢
interfere.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : If you read the question, vou will find that
it seeks to know the number of appointments, extensions and promotions.

Myr. Speaker : Yes, I know that.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : May I take it that the Honourable Mmister
.does not wilfully want to answer this question ?

_ Minister : [ have already stated that I refuse to disclose that mform”
ation,

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : Even the number of appointments ?
Minister : Yes.

Dr. Sir Gokul Chand Narang : Then what are the means open to
the members of this House to know whether justice is being done by the
Ministers, if they are not even ready to give the number of appointments,
apart from the nature of the order or any confidential information or infora-
ation that they may consider confidential ? Is it not a tresspass on the
rights of the members of this House? There is an insinuation obviously
conveyed in the question. If the Honourable Minister is not prepared to
diselose the number of appointments made, then there must be something
fishy about the matter. Certainly, it is only trying to keep the House in the
-dark and the House is entitled to your protection on that point.

Mr. Speaker : Sorry! I am powerless,
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$

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : Is the Honourable Minister in a position to
- state definitely on the floor of the House in the interest of the purity of the
_«administzation that the implication contained in the question of my
-honourable friend behind me is not correct? + - '
. "Mr. Speaker : That question is disallowed. :
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: May 1 refer the Honourable Minister to the
-mnewer given to question No, *3481* in which he asked for a fresh notiee? -
Minister : Perhaps the honourable member does not remember the
- exact words of my answers. I said that if he gave notice I would . congider
whether information should be supplied to him. :
. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Why did he not consider the mabter n
:the first instance ? , -
Mr. Speaker : This question need not be answered. .

Gun LicENces 1 MurranN DisTricT.

*4302. Munshi Hari Lal: Will the Honourable Premier be pleased
wto state— :
(a) the mumber of licences of gans. issued for protection p

in the Multan district ; : .
(b) how many of such licencees have been charged the shikar fees in
1988-89 ; -
(¢} whether the Government ig aware thet in the Multan distriéh
avery licences of gun is charged Rs. 5 as shikar foes in addition
to the renewal fee as a matter of course ?
Parliamentary Secretary (Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Bingh) :
- {d) During the period from the 1st April, 1988, to the 21st Febrnary, 1989,
148 gun licences were renewed, for protection purposes only. Nonew licences
- for protection were issued during this period. '
{b) None. o
(¢) No. In the case of gun licences for sport, or for sport combined with
- protection, and/or display, the applicant is required to satisiy the Distriot
Magistrate that he has taken out or intends to take out a shooting lidence
- ynder the Wild Birds and Wild Animals Protection Act, 1983 ; but this does
“not apply to gun licences granted for protection only.

DeeTs pUB To Co-OPBRATIVE BaNKs,

*4328. Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana: Will the Honourable
“Mimister of Development be pleased to state the manner in which the
Government proposes to decide abous the debrs due to the co-operative banks
.of the province from the debtors, who are absolutely unable to pay 7 .

" The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : Government has
no direct control over the operations of co-operative socioties and no direct
-Tespongibility for their debts, The Co-operative. Department, does, however,
.sttempt to guide societios in this and other matters -on general lings, - The

" 1Volume VI, page 39.
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f Minister for Development ]. .

policy pursued in the matter of debts duwe to societies; is, to advise them
when the financial condition of their debtors requires it, to make the.
utmost concession that the state of their own reserves and the interest of
their own creditors allow ; at the sawme time it is vital to avoid doing anything
whith winy seriously impair the general moral sense of obligations to repay
debts, tpon which ultimately the co-operative credit movement rogts.

Swrdéy Ajit Singh : Is the Honourable Minister aware of the fact
that: debts taken from the co-operative societies have been proved mord
cruel, troublesome and harsh than those taken from the sahukar ?

Sardar Sohani Singh Josh : Is the Honourable Minister aware of the-
fact that in realisation of debts due to co-operative societies, in most cases
surities have to suffer 9

Minister : When one stands surety on behalf of somebody else he
mrust realise that in case the principal commits defaults in payment, he will
have to suffer the consequences of the default.

éa:d._r Hari Singh : May I ask the Honourable Minister whether he
is aware of the fact that the Madras Government is taking legislative measures
#h' oBdeéf to' scale down the debts of the peasants due to the co-operative-
unions ?

Miifister : T have some recollection that I read something of the
character in some paper, but the details of that legisiation are wot quite-
dléar to me.

Skwddr Hari Singh : May I ask whether he intends to do something-
of the sort in order to' mitigate the hardship of the peasants dus to debts ?

~ Minigter : I have no definite recollection of the details of that legis-
lation,

Sarday Hari Singh : May I ask him whether he intends definitoly,.
$0 scale down the debts of the peasants ?

Minister : We have done a good desl in fact, more than many people
hink: it i wise to do.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Is the Honourable Minister aware of the fact
Eﬁ% everi Iand of the agziculturists is pot safe from sale when it is affected
with a view fo realising the debts due to these co-operative socioties 9

Minister : It depends upon the question whether the debtor belongs-
to a notified trxibe or not.

Mian Sultan Mahmud Hotiana ;: May I Imow what the (tovernment
?:__Eéﬁig" éb‘r giving any relief to such agriculturists who cannot pay their
debts and the interest on whose debts is incréasing every year ?

Minister : Mr. Wace has been appointed on special duty to considar-
all questions with regard to co-operative banks and this question will also bs-
eonsidered by him.

4 Ajit Stogh ; The Honviltable Minister has statéd in his toply
{hdt atihs fhitic ot auctioning df lind it is seeri whethet a persot: is an agtical-
tunst or & non-agriculturist. May I krow whether it i correct that lands:
of agriculturists are alse auctioned by the Co-operative Bocieties ?
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Minister : They might have sold lands belofigitig' t6 vion-agiioultiriié
baause {liey aro éntitled t6 do’ g undet the law, but ot lands balohging to
& mﬁiﬁﬁer of & notiffed trithe.

~ abelyt ! :
Sardar Ant Singh : I¢ Goveniingiit propared t6 iseud sotme instrue:
oﬁs in this eotifiection, so that the kind of agricultiists should ndf bY
se or a.;whonenf in the realizationé of the debts due to the co-operative
societies 7
. Minister ¢ Only recently a notifieation issued under the Civil Procedure
Gode; in order fo extend some protedtion to Iand bélonging to non-agrical-
tarigts,

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Is the Hobourable Minister aware that the
landed property of notified agriculturists has also been auctioned and sold
in exeoution of decree by the banks 2.

Minister : I am not aware of it. If it has been done it hag besn d'dné
illagally.
. Sarday Ajit Singh : Is tHe Government prepared to declare zamindsra
banks ag non-agrlcultumta monay-lenders ?

DHYELOPMENT oF INDUSTRIES In THE PROVINCE.

*4§348. Dr. Sant Ram' Seth: Will the Honourable Ministor fo
Development be pleased to state—

(6) whist new ifdustries’ have beent' started in the Punjab since .the
wmauguration of the provincial autonomy ;

(8} the total amonnt spent so far on them by the Government in the
form of state aid or otherwise ;

(¢) the total amount advanced so far to any industrial firm or firms
in the shape of annual grant for the development of industries
in e ptovincs witl the rate of interest at which the amount has
bien' ddvanted ;

(d) whether any inguiry has been made so far to ascertam which new'
indubtries can be easily starbed with- & small capitel in the
provinee ; if so, the result of that inguiry ?

The Honvavablé Chdudhri Sir Chhotu Ram : (a)—

Manufacture of pad bolts at Amritsar.
Manufacture of Cellillofl toys at Jullundur city.

Manufacture of bolts and nute at Jullundur eity,

Manufacture of * Marblith * at Verka near Amritsar.
Manufacture of printing ink at Lahore.

Manufactore of iron and steel goods by means of electric fuimaces at Lahore.
Manufacture of starch at Abdullupar,

Manufacture of chromium plated steel tube farniture at Lahore,,
Manutacture of frait juices at Lahore,

Wbty of elbotrlé goodiaf Ariidtssy,

5 u'-r Miaufatfard of foothall bladilors at Sialkot,

(5 Re. 88,500,

%."?r’:?.‘*f-?.wr
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‘[ Minister for Development.]

{6) A statement showing advances made and subsidies granted to in-.
dividual firms during the period 1st April, 1987 to 28th Fobruary, 1989 is
laid on the table. There s no system of making wnnual grants to individual
concerns in the Punjab. State aid is rendered for the development of in-
‘dustries as provided in. section 17 of the Punjab State Aid to Industries
Act, 1985. 'The rate of interest charged on loans advanced during the period
mentioned above was 4 per cent,

(d) A systematie industrial survey of the province industry-wise and
district-wise has been taken in hand. After the survey has been completed
it will be possible to suggest new industries whieh could be profitably taken
up in the Punjab. :

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Is the Honourable Minister aware that
the blanket making industry and utensils making industry can be promoted
at Panipat ?

Minister : 1t is being promoted.

Khawaja Ghulam Samad : What action has been taken by the
-Government for improving these industries ?

Minister : I would advise my friend to pay a visit to that place.
Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is it a fact that so far as the cottage

industry is concerned, nothing has been done by the Department of Indus-
tries ?

Minister : A good deal is being done, though I wish I could do more.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Is it a fact that o villages have
been selected in rural areas for the encouragement of cottage industry ?

Minister : There are at least half a dozen demonstration parties
going about in rural areas.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Minister please
gay whether in Ludhiana district sny demonstrations have been carried out
in rural areas ?

Minister : I am not sure, but if my friend gives notice T will make
enquiries and le§ him know.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Since when has the survey work been
undertaken ?

Minister : It was undertaken four or five months ago.

Pandit Shyi Ram Sharma : Will there be any survey work done
-at Robtak ?

Minister : Yes.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : When is the sarvey work likely to
be oconeladed ? '
Minister : It will take not less than two years, it may take three.

Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan : Will it be concluded during the
life time of this Assembly ? _



Smnanoflommmdwbsdm

' ¥TARRED QUBSTIONS AND ANSWERA.

My, Speaker : That question is dtsallowed—-

ga1

‘under the Punjab State A«i‘ fo
Indusirios Act from 1st Apﬂl 1987.

s _ .| Amount | Industry for which | Date of
% | Name of the hotrower. of the assiztance grenting | ReEmamEs.
’ loan granted. loan.
i
&
Ra,
1 | 8. Benjamin, Benjamin 2,000 | Weaving . 1.5.37
Wesving Factory, Lud.h-
iana.
2 | Bishan Sarup, Victoria 5,000 | Hosiery . 1.5-37
Trading Syndicate,
Ludhisna.
$ | Mira, weaver of Ludhiana 1,600 | Weaving .- 1-5-37
4| Sheikh Hissamud-Din, | 2,000 | Hosiery 1-5-37
Ludhians. ’ i
§ | Mistri Budha, Proprietor, 2,000 Trunk Manuiacturing 1-5-37
M.B. M Sadia i
Trunk Macufacturers,
Sialkot.
6 | Basheshar Nath Kesh. 4,500 | Manufactute of elec. 4-5-37 | New induatry.
vap, Lahore, tric goods. '
7| Devi Dass, Lawrence 2,000 | Hosiery . 5.5-37
Road, ArariteaT.
8| Quteb Din, Gulab Din | 5,000 | Tanning 20.5-37
and Faqir Muhammad,
Halkot. :
9 | Ram Nath DBhargava, 3,000 S})inning and weav 22.5-37
Eangra. ng.
10 | Nand Lal, village Ha 800 ;| Weaving . 1.6-37
derabad, Distriot Mism
wali.
11 | Ehairati Lal, ate,, Popu- 5,000 | Utensils as 1-6.37
lar Alumipiuvm Works, .
Gujranwals.
12 | Eharak Singh, Amritesr 2,000 | Manufactare of ex- 4.6.37 | New industey.
pended metal,
13 | Hati Rem Lakhi, Ludh- | . 3,600 Hosiety 4.0.37
: inna.
14 { 5. Koldip Singh, Eangra 4,600 | Wool Spinning and 8-6.37
Weaving.
156 { Rai Sshib Lals Swami 5000 | Hosiery .o 10-6-37
Das, Model Town,
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3 L ot} In for which || Date of |,
& F Nudie ot ehie Bestower, % T dﬁ fanting |  RABARRS.
= . . glmn
g 13&1 * osn,
k Re,
16 | 8, Aut-srﬂiugh Frontier 5,000 | Weaving . 21.68.37
Woollen. and Textile
[ Wills, Rawalpindi.
I7 | M. Katim Bakhsh, Hai. 75 Do. . 23-7-37
dersbad (Mianwali),
18 | M, Muhammad Sayedd, 700 | Tanning . 24-8-37
Chak No. 121, Jhabg
Distriot.
19 | Swadeshi Manufscturing | 25,000 | Hosiery . 17.9-37
Syndjes.te Limited,
Ludhiana,
30 | Ravi Verma Steel Warks, 8,000 a.o‘lul.lre of 19-1.38
Anhala Cantonment. e patts, etc,
31 | 8, Bishen Singh, TRavi 3,500 | Mannfacture of sil- 17.9.37
Road, Lahore, ver utensils,
22 | Malik Chaman Lal, 1,500 | Manunfactare of shoe 23.9.37
Ore, polishes,  school-
boys writing slates,
pencils, ete,
23 | Malik Ghalam Mubam- 2,008t | Thread balls 11.9.37
mad, Lahore.
24 | Mussammat  Mehrukh 5.000 [ Hosiery . 2.5-38
Bultan Begnm, widow of '
Hafiz Abdul Saleem of
Ludhiana.
26 | Gu! Muhammad Khan, | 1,500 | Weaving oo | 22.1137
son of 5. B. Haji Rab
Nawaz Khan, Multan.
26 ; Khan Bahadur Syed 4,000 | Hosiery .| 29-3-38
Budhe 8hah, som of
Syed Ahmad Shah, Am-
Titsar.
27 | Muhammad Aslam, Jan 800 | Hosiery 14-3-38
. Muhammad Akram, sons
of Bhaikh Abdul Ahad,
Ludhiana,
28 | Karam Elahi, Kakazai, 2000 | Manufacture of elec- 9-2-38 | New induairy,
eon ¢f M, Talia Moham- tric goods,
mad, Lahore.
29 | N, 8 Naugpal, son of 3,000 | Manufacture of iron 14-4.38
Lals Piyar Chand. Long pipea snd fitting
Sight Hunie Pipe Com- sanitary goods.
peny, Labote Canton-

ment,
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| Berial No.

Kame of the
borrower.

Indusicy for which
itancs :

-
given.

Date of

loan,

3

37

4

Bihari Lal, son of Baha-
dur Weaver, Kulu,

Roshan quqRa.m Saran
Dass, Propristor, Ravi
Paint- Colour and Var.
nish Works, Lahore.

Charan Das-Nand
Kishore, Pearl Hoslery
Millz, Endhaina,

Ragho Ram, Propristor,
Mehra Textile Milla,
Amritzar,

Dr., Shakuntala, Proprie.
tor, Universal Sand
Paper Mills, Rawalpindi.

The National India RBub-
ber quks! Limited,
Bialkot.

facturers, Bistkat City,

P;ljﬂlt Kgsahab I\Ta.rmnh,511
ge Suoliana, ta
Palampar, District
Kangra.

Muhammad Din, son  of -

Qutab Din, Proprietor,
€. M. Deon and Com-
Ppony, gl,a_.l_kot Canton-
ment.

Mosars, M. F. flahi, and
Co., Sialkot.

Gian Chand Oswal, Pro-
F‘let-or. Qswal Darrie
aotory, Sialkot,
Abmad Bux,'Wahid Bux,
sona of Muhammad Bux,

Weavers, village Haider-
a:ai]!:i. Ddatrictr  Mian.

Ram Chand, son of Ishar
Dass, Haider-
abad, District Mian-
wali.

20,000

7,000

20,000

5,000

5,000

5,000

5,000

2,000

3,000

150

300

weaving,

Manufaocture
paints, ete.

Hosjery
Textile
Manuiactore

sand papet.

Rubber Works

Weaving

Sheot Motal

Weaving

| Wool spinning and

of

of

.a

e

29.1.38
11-6-38
5-5.38
5-5-38
12.5-28
16-5-38
16.5-38

i

21.6-38

£5.5.38

10-6-38

8.6.38

17.6.38

17-638

New industzy,

New ind@_llh:y;
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Industry for which

S Amount Daite of
= | Name of the borrower, of the asvistance granting REmMaRES.
g loan. given. loan,
Rs.
#8 | Mangha Ram, son of Asa 200 | Weaving . 17.6-38
Nand, village Haider-
abad, District Mianwali.
44 | The Surgical Dressing] 25,000 | Dressing .. 28.6-35
Manufacturing  Com-
pany Limited, Amrit-
sar. .
45 | Abder Rahman, etec., 3,000 | Electric Fans . 20.6.38
Proprietor, Abdur
Rahman and Sons,
Amritear, :
46 | Khuda Bux, etec, Pro- 5,000 | Sporte . 7-7-38
grietor, Dhody and Sons,
ialkot.
47 | The Sarswati Industries, 20,000 | Manufacture of en- 7-7-38
Limited, Badami Bagh, gines.
Lahore,
48 | 8. Gurdial Singh, Pro- 4,000 | Engraving . 1.41-88
rietor, Kishan Singh, ’
E ngraver, Maclagan
Road, Lehore,
49 | A F. Ahmad and Com. 2,600 | Burgioal ingtruments 7.7.38
peny, Sislkot.
50 Bholn.Ram son of Got 300 | Weaving , 17.7-38
, Haidarabad, Drs-
trict Mhnwah. .
81 | Nathu, son of Ibrahim, 500 | Handloom: fastory. . 13.6.38
weaver, Ludhiana.
52 | Jinda Singh, son of Jot 200 | Weaving 5-8.38
Singh, weaver, village
Haiderabad,  District
Mianwali.
53 | Hirs Nand, eon of Bhei 95 Do. 9.5.38
Gurdit Singh, Haidar-
ahad, District Mianwali.
54 | The Upper India Glass | 25000 | Glssswork 10.9.38
‘Works, Limited, Ambala
City.
Bh, Muhammed Tamsil, 4,500 | Tanning - | 21-10-38
Hisgar,
20,000 | Dresuing .. | 15.11.38

The Surgical Dressings
Max Com-
pany, Limited, Chhek.

arte, Amritzar.
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. Nameo of the Amount | Industey for which | Date of :
P borrower, ‘of the asiztance granting | REMARES:
,E loan. given. ipan. :
&

Ras,
57 | Hari Chand, Kuljasrai, 3,000 | Weaving .o | 14.12.38
Chhehrats, Amritsar,
58 | Moti Adharmi, ) Dhanal 100 Tanning 1-10-38
Kalan, District Jullun-
dur,
50 | Sardar Bshadur Savdar | 16,000 | For manufacturs of | 13-12-3% | New indusiry.
Heri Singh, Model Town, fruit juioes, eto.
Lahore.
60 | Lakha, Adbarmi, Dhaoi L0 | Taoning - 10.9-39
Pind, Distrirt  Jullon- .
dur. : i
61 | Mr. Banjamin, Ludhiana 2000 | Weaving L 24.1-38
62 | Mr. V. Azat of Lahore .. 1,166 | Perfumery ‘e i 15-2.39
63 | 8h, Mubammad Yaqub 5,000 Shoe making Y. 27.2.39
of Talagang, District
Aftock, ]
9, SUBSIDIES.

" Name of the Amount Industry for which Date of
= applicant. of the saaiatance granting | REMARES.
E subsidy. granted, subsidy.
=&

Rs.
1 | Bavie Vermn Steel Works,| 3,000 | For farther rescarch in 4-3-38
Limited, Ambala sewing machines
City.
2 | Lala Tars Chand, Pro- 4,000 | ¥or further research in 30.8-38
%tetor. Indian Electric electric motor and motor
, Lahore. pumpe.
3 | Yala Sunder Lall, village 700 | For further research im 8-9.38
Goindke, District Sial. mﬁnmg mﬁg
kot, andl phlant
}nm&dy
. & [ 8. Bhagwan Singh, Pro- 3,000 | For further msea,mh §-0-38
m Block Printing in manntactunngn
Lahore. board and nloid
seples,
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UNEMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE.

*4353. Begum Rashida Latif Baji: Will the Horourable Minister
of Development be pleased to state the amount of money spent by the
Government on the Unemployment Committee and also state when that
committee is likely to submit its report ? '

The Honourable Chaudhri Sir Chhota Ram : The expenditure
incurred on the Unemployment Committee amounts to Res. 86,507-14-0,
‘The report of the Committee has been submitted to Government and
printed up. '

Begum Rashida Latif Baji; Will the Honourable Minisier issue
instructions to the effect that the said report should be published ?

Minister : It has been printed.

Begum Rashida Latif Baji : Will it be cirenlated among the membor®
<during this session ?

Minister : No.

Begum Rashida Latif Baji : Why not ? (Laughter).

An honourable member : May 1 know whether he will Iat the House
know how much allowance has been drawn by each member of the Unem.

ployment Committee ?
Minister : I cannot give the amount drawn by each individual member,

‘but the total amount is about Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 12,000,

Nomap anp Grazier OpEs.

*3721. Lala Duni Chand :  Will the Honourable Premier be pleased
10 state--

{a) whether it is a faet that large numbers of nomad Ods roam
about with their herds of cattle and flocks of sheep and goats
in the Punjab villages and feed them on private erops in spite of
the protegts of their owners ;

() whether it is a fact that when resisted, they stback the villagers
in many cases ;

(¢) what action the Government proposes to take in the matter 9

Parliamentary Secretary (Mir Magqbool Mahmood) : (@) and (b).
‘The position was explained in the Simla session of 1937 in reply to question
*#235,1 put by the honourable member for the Ferozepore East (8ikh)
Rural Constituency. As the honourable member will remember, a large
number of questions and supplementary questions on this subject ware then
put and answered.

{c} This problem of the Ods—it is a very difficult problem—has been
engaging the attention of Government for some time past. As was exe
plaiped recently in a note whieh appeared in meost of the local newspapers,
& committee consisiing of four members of this House hag lately been ap-
pointed to consider it.  As soon as we have the views and saggestions of this
committee we mean to examine the matter further and shall hope to reach
definite conclusions. In the meantime if the honourable member has any
definite proposals to make for dealing with the problem we shall be most glad

to have them. :
- ' 1 Volnme I, page 837,
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Sardar Ajit Singh : Does Government intend to give lands to the
*0dg on the Haveli Project with & view to save the zamindars -from
" their depredations ?

Parliamentary Secretary : This ig aléo included in the terms of
: reference of the Ods Commitiee.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Do Government propose to give them lands in
“the deserts of the Thal Project ? (Laughier).

FacitiTIES FoR THE AcHEUT PRISONERS IN JAILS.

*3728. Chaudhri Faqir Chand: Will the Honourable Minister for
Finance be pleased to state whebher he is aware of the fact that snitable
- arrangements for bathing and washing clothes exist for Hindu, Muaglim and
“8ikh prisoners in the Punjab jeils ; if so, whether the same facilities exist
" there for the Aohhut prisoners ; if not, reasons for the same ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : All prisoners, wrespostive of
- caste or creed, are troated alike for purposes of bathing and washing clothes.
' The rules are contained in paragraphs 591 and 598 of the Punjab Jail Manual.

Chaudhri Jugal Kishore : May I know whether they are made to do
‘the same work in )ails as they do outside 9

Minister : This question relates to certain facilities for bathing and
~washing clothes.

Chaudhri Fagir Chand : Are they oxpecied Lo bathe in the dirty
water or not ?

Minister : I have said that they are absolutely on the same footing
with regard to bathing, and washing clothes as any other prigoners in the

“jails.

Sardar Hari Singh : May I ask whether the rules he has mentioned
- are being earried out by the Jail Department in letter and in spirit ?

Minister : I have no reason to think otherwise.

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Have you had any personal experience ?

. Minister : I have visited the jails more than any once.

As9BI30RS PROM SoHEDULED (AsTES.

*3729, Chaudhri Fagir Chand : Will the Honourable Finance Minis-
" ter be pleased to state the steps, if any, that are being taken by the Punjab
Government to have Assessors appointed from the Scheduled Castes |

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : The preparation and revision
of the list of assessors for each district is governed by the provisions
confained in seetions 821 to 824 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. No one
is debarred on groands of casta from applying for the inclusion of his name

‘in this lish. The position with regard to scheduled castes has been bronghé
to the notice of the appropriate authority, so that due consideration may
be paid to the elaims of any suitable candidates for inclusion in the assessors
Jist.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : May I know the date when the attention of

1the authorities was drawn to this fact ?

a
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Minister ;: I am afraid I have not got the date before me. I fhink it
must be sometime ago. - :

' Lala' Bhim Sen Sachar : Was it before notice of this question was-
given ?
Minister : Probably.
Chaudhri Faqir Chand : How many assessors have been appointed
from among scheduled castes in the Karnal district ?

Ministex : If a suitable candidate is available from among the scheduled
castes, his cage is considered under the rules along with others. No disabi-
lities operate against the appointment of the members of scheduled castes-
a8 ASHOEROTS,

Chaudhbri Faqir Chand : Will the Honourable Minister please state-
the number of members of the scheduled castes whose cases are under
consideration for their appointment as assessors ?

DRLAY IN DECIDING QUESTION OF GIVING B CLass TO Kuax
ABDUL GHAFFAR KHaK oy AMBALA.

#9833, Lala Duni Chand: Will the Honourable Minister for-
Finanee be pleased 1o state whether il is a fact that Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan-
of Amtala, convicted by a magisirate of Hoshiarpur wnder section 158-A,
was, on conviction, giver C class and now after more than two months has
been given B class; if so, reasons for the delay in deciding the question
of his classification ?

The Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal : Kban Abdul Ghafiar Khan,
o resident of Ambala district was convicted on the 6th September, 1988,
in the Hoshiarpur district. The orders of Government giving him B class.
were communicated to the Hoshiarpur district suthorities in the first week
of November. Inquiries necessary under the rules about his social and
financial status took somewhat longer than would have been the case bad bis
digtrict of residence and distriet of conviction been the same.

MusLiM CHAPRASIE IN THE EXCISE DeparTMENT, LAHORE,

+9847. Sardar Muhammad Husain : Wil the Honourable Minister
of Rovenue be pleased to state—
{6) whether it is a fact that the number of Muslim chaprasis in the
Excize Department, Distriet Lahore, is very small ;

(b)§the number of Muslim and non-Muslim chaprasis, separately,
in the said Depariment and the action the Governtent proposes
to take to give adequate representation to the Muoslims among

. these employees of the HBxeise Department ?

The Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal : In view of the policy ze-
pestedly announced with regard to such questions, I regret inability to give:
s veply. - - : . ' : .
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TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE pRAWN BY HoNo URABLE PREMIER AND
' HIS PARLIAMENTARY aND PRIvaTs PaRLIAMANTARY
' SECRETARIES, _
‘3884 Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan: Wil the Honourable
Premier bo pleased to state— _ o
(a) the travelling allowance drawn by the Honourable Premier, his
Parlismentary and Private Parliamentary Secrotaries for the-
months of July, August and September, 1938 ; '
(b) the number of places which the Honourable Premier and his above-.
mentioned secretaries visited in the courde ‘of their official’
business during thess three months :

(¢} how many publie meetings weore addressed by each of them duaring-
the above-mentioned period ;

(@) the names of the organizations, if any, which arranged public
mectings addressed by the Honmourable Pramier at differont
places during these three months mentioned above ;

(e} the names or designations of the officers who participated in these-
public mestings and the travelling allowance dravm by them :

(f) whether the Honourable Premier addressed a public meeting at
Jagraon on the 2nd of SBeptember, 1938 ?
Parliamentary Secretary (Mir Maqbool Mahmood) : (@) The honour--

able member is referred to the reply given to question No. *86641 put by
Lals Duni Chand on the 17th January 1989,

{b) to (¢) The collection of this information wonld require an amount of
time and labour out of all proportion to the results obtainable.

() Yes.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Parliamentary Secretary
please read the answer to the guestion to which reference has been made in
his answer 9

Parliamentary Secretary: It is against parliamentary practice to-
read the answers to questions which are already published in books which.
are accesaible to honourable members.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan ; Is it also against public interest?

Parliamentary Secretary : It is in the public interest of my friends
who are interestedin this particular question to refer to the previous debates.
and if necessary to put further supplementary questions,

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan ; Is it & fact that the travelling 'al-
lowances drawn were much too excessive ? o

Mr. Speaker Disallowed, as it asks for expression of opinien.
.. Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : Is the Parliamentary Sceretary awaro that.
‘k'rills are prepared for drawing travelling allowances ? _
.., _ Pariamentary Secretary : Yes, bills afe submitted in this province-
a8 in other provinces, '
Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : A rocord of these bills is also kept I sop-
pose ? - : S

¥olume VII, page 334,
o2
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Parliamentary Secretary : 1f my honourabla friend would apply
himseli with his usual industry to the question put and the information
sought he would easily see that all that information cannot be obtained
by mercly looking at the bills. Moreover, even looking at the bills as they
stand would not be commensurate with the labour involved and the time
-of the FHouse would be wasted.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : What are the reusons for saying that the
labour involved in examining the bilis for three months and collecting the
required informatiom will be out-of proportion o the advantage to be obtained
thereby ?

Premier ;: The information asked for can easily be ascertained from the
press by the honourable member just as well as by the Parliamentary
Hecretary.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : Will the Honourable Premier please
say wh ether when he addressed mestings during the last three monthe he
told the zamindars that they could approach him for eradication of eorrap-
tion ?

Premier : 1 have fold my audiences everywherc that not only their
grievances in regard to corruption, but also in regard to other mattars should
be brought to the notice of local authorities and finally after exhausting all
channels they should bring their complaints to me.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan: My question is whether the Honourable
Premier in hig public specches has asked the audience to bring complaints
of corruption to his notice ?

Mr. Speaker : How does this question arise ?

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan : He has addressed public meetings
and T ask what he has said in these public meetings.

Premier : I have already answered this question.

Chaudhxi Kartar Singh : Is it a fact that when in the course of their
tours the Premier and the Honourable Minister for Development visited
Chichawatni the Honourable Minister for Development remarked n his
speech that Sardar Ajit Singh, Member Legislative Assembly, was no longer a
Fat but had become a bansa ?

Parliamentary Secretary : On & point of order. I invite your atten-
tion to rule 81 of our rules of procedure aceording to which supplementary
questions may be put for the elucidation of the answer that has been given
to o starred question. The answer given is that the collection of this in-
formation would require an amount of time and labour out of alt proportion
%o the results obtainable. It means that these supplementary quesbions are
ot of order.

Diwan Chaman Lall : When my honourable friend wishes o get
inte purdah and refuses information to this House, the only manner in
whick elucidation of the answer can take place is by putting further supple-
mentary questions. What are his grounds for refusing to answer the ques-
%ion? Is it in the public interest ?

Parliamentary Secretery : Ithas been anawered already that the time
‘and labour involved will not be commensurate with the results obtainable.
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Chaadbyi Kartar Singh: Will the Parlismentary Secretary kindly
state whether public interest includes allowances for attending the meetings
of the Chamber of Princes ?

Mx. Speaker : Disallowed.

Chaudhri Muhammad Hassan: Is it & fact that in the public msetmg
at Jagraon a sword and & pen wero presented to the Honourable Fremier on..

behalf of the Zamindars League ?

Myx. Speaker : Disallowed.

Chandhri Mubammad Hassan : Did he say a word shout eradication
of corruption? :

Mr. Speaker : Disallowed. :

Sardar Lal Singh: le the Honourable Premier aware of the
that these visits of the Honourable Ministers fo Ludhiana are becoming
too frequent and even the officials complain that their work is being dis-
located ?

Premier : I am afraid my honourablo friend is unnecosrarily agitated.
on behalf of the officials. He has no right to do so. But 1 think these
visits are becoming uncomfortable for Congress men and for those of his
view of thinking.

Chaudbri Muhammad Hassan : 1s it & fact that the visite of the
Honourable Ministers are becoming scandalous for the zamindars of the

Ludhiana distriet ?
Mr. Speaker : Disallowed.

Parliamentary Secretary : I beg to object to the langunge used ; it is
not parliamentary.

Sardar Ajit Singh : Are tho frequent visits of the Mimisters to the
Ladhiana district due to the fact that all the members from that distriot are

Congressites?
Premier : It i not correct.

Sardar Lal Singh : May I ask the Bonourable Premier to lot me know
how it can be bronght home to him that the zamindars of the district think
that these Ministers are pestering them by their froquent vigite ?

Myr. Speaker : Disallowed.

Chaudhri Mubammad Hassan ¢+ How many colleagues of his were
present in that_public meeting at Jagraon on the 2nd September ?

Mr, Speaker : Doos not arise. Disallowed.,

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : May I know if the Honoursble Premier feols
some satisfaction when he learns that his visits or the visite of the other
~ Minisers make the Congress friends umcomfortable ?

Dr. Shaikh Mubammad Alam : He enjoys it.
Mr. Speaker : Disallowed.
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{ TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE DRAWN BY HoNoURABLE MiNisTeR oF DEvELOP-
MENT, AND DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE AND PARTICIPATION OF LATTER
IN PUBLIC MEETINGE ADDRESSE]D BY FORMER.

*3885. Chaudhri MuhammadHansan Will the Honourable Minister
of Finance be pleased to state—

(a) the travelling allowance, drawn by Honoura.ble Minjster of Deve-
lopment, his Parliamentary and his Private Parlismentary
Secretories  during the months of July, August and
September, 1938 ;

(b} on how many occagions the officiating Dlrector of Agriculture
sccompanied the Honourable Minister of Development on his
tours ;

{¢) how many public meetings were addressed by the said Honourable
Minister during these three months ;

" {d) who were the organizers of the public meetings addressed by the
Honourable Minister of Development at different places ;

(6) whether the officiating Director of Agriculture participated in
public meetings ;

{f) the names and designations of the officers of the depa.rtments of
Agriculture, Co-operative and Industries who participated in
the public meeting addresged by the Honoursble Minister
on 2nd September, 1938, at Jagraon ;

{g) if some of these officers participated in the public meeting men-
tioned ahove, the nature of duties they performed on 2nd
September, 1988 ?

The Honourable My, Manohar Lal : (¢) SBuch travellng and other
-allowances a8 were due under the rules and within the vote of the Assombly

have been paid.

{b) to (f} The collection of this mformation would requiré an amount of
time and. labonr out of all proportion to the results likely to be obtained.

(g) Unless they had any specific departmental business to attend to at
the meetings, they presumably attended the meetings while they were on
-duty with the Minister on tour. It was necessary for them to hear the ex-
position of Government policy by the Minister or Ministers who addressed the
meetings particularly regardmg grant of relief and amelioration of famme
conditions prevailing in South-Eastern Punjab. They were then in a posi-
tion to counteract authoritatively malicious and false reports against
the activities of the Government.

Lala Bhim Sen Sachar : May I know if ithe Honourable Minigter for
Finance is perfectly sstisfied with the angwer to parl (a) of this question?
Does he fecl that it is the intention of the question to know whether all these
-expenses are admissible under the rules or not? Every one knows that we
want to know the amount. Why is he ﬁghtlng shy of exposing the amount
which has been drawn by Minisiers and their Parliamentary Secretaries ?

" Minister : Sir, the amounts that are the subjest of enquiry have as a
matter of fact been given on more than one occasion. But there i3 nothing
mow in these questions and I think the answer as given now is perfectly cor-
rect, it is the only appropriate answer.
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RerEssE oF NaNd LAL OF AMRITBAR.

*3908. Shrimati Raghbir] Kaur : Will the Honourable Finance
“Minigter be pleased to state— S ' R

{a) whether' he is aware of tho fact that a young man of Amritsar
named Nand Lal, son of Nathu Ram, was sentenced to seven
years® rigerous imprisonment in 1931 in the Amritsar shooting
case and his release was due in the month of June last, without
taking into account.the remission which he has earned ;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the mother of the said prisoner sent
letters to the Honourable Premier and the Honourable Minister
of Finance reminding them that the reJease of the said prisoner
was long overdue§ if so, the action tdken or proposed to be
taken in the matter ? =~ '

The Honourable Mr. Manohar-Lal ; Prisoner Nand Lal was released
“hefore the comapletion of his sentence. . =~ .. ¢ - 7

RENT CHARGED FROM PETITION-WRITERS. _
+3917. Khawaja Ghulam Samad : Will the Honourable Minister of
Finance be pleased to state—

(@) whether the Government is contemplating to abolish the rent
charged from the petition-writers for the accommodation
assigned to them' in court compounds; _

(b) whether the petition-writers of Sialkot sued the Government for
the abolition of this rent ; if so, ftie result of the suit ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : {a) No.
(&) Yes. Government have not yet received intimation of the iermi-
-nation of the gnit.

RemuNerATION TO THE COPYISTS ‘I¥ THE POUNyAB.
#3968, Lala Duni Chand : Will the Honourable Minister of Revenue
‘be pleased to state— _ _ . .

(a) whether it is a fact that the copyists in the Punjab to be employed
in future will get only a fixed remuneration of Re. 26 a month
without any increment during the period of their employ-
ment ; . . .

(b} whether they will gat any pension or gratuity and if so, under what
circumabances ? _ .

Parliamentary Private Secretary (Sardar- Jagjit Singh Man): (o)
"Yes. . : : :
(3) No.

APPLICATIONS FOR WARRANTS OF ARRERT,

*4026. Captain Sodhi Harnam Singh : Will the Honoarable Premie’
ibe pleased to state in how many civil suite applieations for warranta of arrest
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fCapt. Sodhi Harnam Singh.]
were made and in how many cases warranbty were issaed and in hew many
oasea applications wore rejected in all the distriets of tha Punjab during
the years 1985, 1986, 1957 and 1988 ;
The Honourable My. Manohar Lal : I regret that the lebour and ex- -
endityre involved in collecting this information would be out of proportion
10 the results achieved by such a method of enquiry.

AMOUNY REALIZRD BY EKEOUTION OF DECEESS.
*4029. Captain Sodhi Harnam Sipgh: Will the Honourable
Promiex be pleased to state—

(@) the amount realized by the execufion of the deerees districtwis®
during the years 1935, 1986, 1937 and 1988 in the Punjeb ;

(b) the average of the money so realired to the sumg decreed ;

(¢) the amount in respect of the pending applications for the execution
of the decrees on 1st July, 1987, districtwise in the Punjab ?

_ The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : Iam afraid that this information
could nob be collected without an expenditure of time and labour out of all
proportion to the results to be obtained.

CounTrY LiQuor saoP IN MozZang.

*4098. Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Will the Honourable
Ministor for Finance be pleased to state—

{6) whether it is a fact that a country liquor shop for the sale of un-
opened bottles as well as for actual consumption of retail’
country liquor has been licensed at the corner of Mozang templs
road in an thata belonging to Bardar Sahib Sardar Sampuoran
Singh Chawla ;

(%) whether the Government ig aware that this place is primerily a
residential quarter inhabited by respectable citizens ineluding
" leading lawyers and other gentlemen of Lahore ;

~ {¢) whether the Government is slso aware that the existence of this

' shop is a source of great nuisance to respectable eitizens and
families who have made repeated protests against its exia-
tence ;

{d) whether it is a fact thai permission to continue the shep for -

- another wvear has been again recently given by the Governs -
ment in spite of the protests of the inhabitants of the locality ;

{¢) if the answers to the above be in the affirmative, what steps, if
any, does the Government propose o take to remove the Tegiti-
mate grievances of the inhabitants of the locality and this
menace to public decency and peace ?

The Honourable Mx. Manohar Lal : (s) No- Sale of liquor is not .
permisgible in the ihata.

) Government have no information.
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(¢) Government is not aware that this is the case, but protests have-
bean Yeoeivad. -

(d) Yes, atber local authorities had reported that no inecnvenience to-
tha pu]:lie is cansed thereby. -

(&} Does not arise.

TRLEPHONE FOR TEE ASSISTANT SECEETARY, FINANCE
DEPARTMENT.
*4168. Misn Abdul Rab : Will the Honourable Minister for Pinance -
be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Assistant Secretaries to the Punjab Government
are ordinarily allowed to have telepbones at their residences at
public expense ;

(b) if the answer to {4) above be in the negative, whether the Assis-
tant Secretarv in the Finance Department has been allowed’
to have the bemefit of a telepone at his residence at public
expense ; if so, the reasons therefor ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : There are three Assistant Sec-
retayios to the Punjab Govermment, viz., Assistant Secretary to Government, .
Assistant Secretary, Revenue Department, and Assistant Secretary, PFinance
Department. Only the Assistant Secretary, Finance Department, has been
allowed a telephone at his residence becamse he bas to deal with important
and urgent cases relating to finance, ways and means and budget. Prior-
to the creation of this post there was a Deputy Secretary and an Additional
Deputy Sepretary in the Finance Department. There are now a Deputy
Qeoretary and an Asgistant Secretary. The change is in designation only and .
not in dutiés. All Deputy Secretaries to Government have beon allowed
regidence telephones. As the “Assisbant Secrebary, Finance Department, .
is doing the same work as was being done by a Deputy Secretary he has
been allowed a telephone in his residence.

Mian Abdul Rab : May I know whether the telephone allowed to the-
Assistant Secretary in the Fiance Department is for the whole year or only-
for the days when the budget is being prepared ?

Minister ; For the whole yesr.

PusLic PROSKECUTORS.

- %4170, Mian Abdul Rab : Will the Honourable Minister for Finance - .
be pleaged to state—

{a) the number of public prosecutors, temporaty and permanent, at -
present working in the Punjab ; :
(b) the names of public prosecutors promoted to the next bigher grade-
with the amonnt of increment in each case since the present
Government assumed office ©
The Hopourable Mr. Manohar Lal : (a) Permaneat 28, Tempo-
rary 5.
(b) Public Prosecutors do not form service. Each post stands by
itgolf, the salary attached to it being fixed with due regaxd to the volume
and tmportance of the work in the district ; and no question of promotang
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.a Public Prosscutor from one grade to apother ean arise. It sometimes
happens, however, that s vacancy in a higher paid district i filled by the
appointment thereto of & lawyer who has dons well in a district where the
salary is lower. I am laying on the table a list of the cases in which Public
Prosecutors have been thus moved to better paid districts, together with
particulars of certain cases in which a Public Prosecutor has been granted
personal pay, above that ordinarily allotted to the district in which he
ia actually working.

Khan Sahib Chaudhri Sahib Dad Khan : Is there any length of
time fixed for a public prosecutor to remain attached to a certain district
-or ean he remain there mdefinitely ?

) Minister : A public prosscutor 1s appdinted for a period and s term
is vonewed, if necessary, and he remaine in the district unless he 1 other-
wige required to go elsewhere.

Mian Abdul Rab : May I know from the Honourable Minister as
to how many promotions he has made sinece April 1937, the time of the
present Cabinet coming into office ?

Minister + That is exaetly what I have given in the statement which
I have laid on the table.

Khan Sahib Chaudhri Sahib Dad Khan : May I koow whether
there is any length of time fixed for a certain public prosecutor to remain
.attached to a certain distriet ?

Minister : A pergon is appointed to & district and remains there if
‘he hag done good work. But if a vacancy occurs elsewhere carrying higher
salary, he may be selected for ihe other district where a higher salary is
- given.

Mian Abdul Rab : May I know from the Honourable Minister what
-are the qualifications for promotion from one grade to the next higher
grade ?

Minister : It does not constitute a service. The publie prosecutors
- do not form a cadre of any kind. A particular salary is atiached to a parti-
.¢ular district, becanse of the amount of work there and if a publie prose-
- cutor does well in o given district, say, where the salary is Hs. 500 and he
iz well reported omn, he can be transferred elsewhere taking into account
.all the eircumstances. All this I have put in the form of a statement in
.answer to the honourable member’s question.

Iist of Public Proseculors.
Date of ovder.

- 22nd Japnary 1938 .. .. Khan Sahid Chatdhri Mushicy Husegiz, formerly Public
Proscoutor, Multan (Rs. 900), appoioted to be First
Public Prosccutor, Amritsar (Re. 1,080).

- 3rd March 1938 . .. Rai Sghib Lals Parma Nand, Pablic Prosecntor, Muzafiar.
gath (Rs, 500} appointed to he Pablis Prosecutor,
Muoltan, on Rs. 760, (The proper pay of the district
waa Re. 000 but as a measure of economy the appoint-
ment was made on the lower fignre mentioned).
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Dais of order.

3rd March 1938 e .» Sheikh Abdur Babim, formerly Publio Procecutor, Shahpur
(Rs. 750}, appointed to be First Publio Proscomtor,
Ferozepore, on. Re, 800, (Tho full pay of the appoint.
ment a4 Ferozepore is Be. 1,000 but as & measure
economy the new appointinent was made on the lower

salary).

. 3rd March 1938 .. .. Iala Har Parshad. Public Prosecntor, Rohtak (Re. 500),
appointed to bo Public Prosecutor, Shahpat.
omy ¥ of this appointment is Re. 750 but as &
measure of economy Har Parshad had been allowed
Re, 850 only). .

3rd March 1038 .. ... ®Sarder Dde Singh, Public Prosecutor, Karnal (s, 400),
appointed to be Public Prosccator, Rohtak (Ra, 500).
The ordinary pay of the Karnal district is Re. 600 but
as n measure of econorny Sardar Ude Singh had originally
been appointed in that district on the lower pay.

3rd March 1938 .. .. 'The salaty of Lala Diwan Chand, who had been appointed
as Public Prosecutor, Lysllpur, in 1636 on Rs. 650

was raiscd to Rs. 750, this being fized as the proper

salary hereafter for the district. (The salary attached

' S to the appointment was formerly Re. 800, In view
of the fact that Lala Diwan Chand had not adequate

experionce as a Public Prasecutor he had not previously

beun allowed the fall pay of the distriet).

3rd March 1928 ‘e .. Oplers issued for Lala Karam Chand Jain, Public Pro-
secutor, Gurdaspur, to be given the full pay of that
district {Re. 650) instoad of the Rs. 500 previonely
snnetioned for him.

. 3rd March 1938 .. .. The personal pay (Es. 100) previously ssmetioned to
Bakhski Mulkh Haj, Poblic Prosecutor, Gurgaon, in
addition to bthe salary of the district (Re. 400), was.
raised to W=, 250,

: 2lat December 1938 .. Mr. Mrhammad ARbar Khan, Sccond Public Prosecutor,
Ferozepore (Rs. 400), apbointed to he Fublic Frose-
entor, Jullandur (Rs. 500). The ordinary pay of the
second Public Prosecutor, Ferozepore, is Ra. 500 but
as g measure of economy Mr, Muhammad Akbar Khan
bad originally been appointed thereto. at the lower rate,

OPBNING OF A COURT OF ‘AN HoNoRARY MAGISTRATE AT ANT,
DISTRICT KANGRA.

*4175. Rai Bhagwant Singh : Will the Honourable Premier
‘be plensed to state whether it is a fact that a separate court of an
Honorary Magistrate at Ani in Tahsil Seraj, distriet Kangrs, which i gita-
ated only at a distance of 16 miles from Bangar, where there is & regular
stipendiary court of a Naib-Tahsildar, has recently been opened ; if so, the
reasons or Justification for opening this new court ?

Parliamentary Secretary (Mir Magbool Mabmood): No. There
‘is one honorary magistrate, appointed in 1981, who holds his court ab Ani.
No new court has been opened there.

Pandit Bbagat Ram Sharma : Oan yoa give me the total number
. of onses filed during the last year ?

Mzr. Speaker : That does not arise out of the question asked or the
-AnBwer given.
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Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Pasi: Is this appointment justi--
fied by the present conditions ?

Parliamentary Secretary: There bas been no appointment. It.
was made as sarly as 1981 and the question is 8 years too late.

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Is the court still function-
ing ?

Premier ; No.

Pandit Bhagat Ram Sharma : Is it located in an Indien State and
not in the British Territory ?

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri: Isthatso?

Premier : No.

ReLEAsE oF BupEa SINGH AND OTHERS.

*4184. Master Kabul Singh: Will the Honourable Minister of -
Finance be pleased to state when Budha 8ingh of village Barianwala, thana
Attari, district Montgomery, Kariar Singh, son of Kirpa Bingh, village Horon,
thana Kharar, district Ambala, Bhamsher Singh {alias Gagi), village Badar-
pur, tahsil Kaaur, district Lahore, and Hira Singh, village Manhala, distriet
Lahors, who were sentenced to transportation for life and who are now
lodged in different jails of the Punjab and have been in jail for more than
16 years are due to be released ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : In the absence of more precise -
particolars than those supplied by the boneurable member it has not proved
poasible to trace all prisoners he mentions, Such facts as it has been possible
0 discover are these :—

{az) Budha Singh has been released very recently.

() Kartar Singh is undergoing an aggregate termn of 18§ years’
rigorous imprisonment. He has not been in jail for 16 years.
In fact he has been in jail a little over 12 years.

It has not been possible to identify the other two persons named by the -
honourable member. If he will provide particulars of the cases in which
they are alleged to have been convieted or the jails in which they are confined
I will make the necessary inquiries.

PARJOTRA ¥OR COLLECTION OF REVENUE rok Porry 1N HOSHIAR-
rur DistrICT.

*4193. Chaudhri Kartar Singh: With reference to answer to part
(b) of the unstarred question No. 6501, asked on 17th January, 19389, will
the Honourable Minister of Finance be pleased to state reasons for not
paying any panjotra to lambardars who collected revenue for poppy crop in
Hosbiarpur district 2

_ The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal ;: The collection of revenue from .
the poppy cxop i8 covered by the duties of laxnbardars given m rule 20 (3)-
of the Land Revenue Rules, and no separate panjotra is admissible.

1 Voluma VI, page 448,
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Mr. KisHont LaL, o PRISONER IN THE Buacar Stvem Cow-
SPIRACY CASE.
*4195. Chaudhri Kartar Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of
" Finance be pleased to state— _
_{a) the present state of health and weight of Mr. Kishori Lml, a pri-
soner in the Bhagat Jingh Conspiracy Case ;
{b) his weight at the time of arrest ;
{¢) the class in which he has been placed ?
The Honourable Mr. Manchar Lal : () The health of prisoner
Kishori Lal is good and his present weight is 129 Ibs.
(by His weight at the time of arresi is not available in the records of the
Lahore Central Jail but his weight at the time of admission to that jail was
118 iba.
(¢} Hoe is being treated as B’ class prisoner.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Fieeroral CincrEs oF THE RomTak Distrior Boimb.

704. Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : Will the Honourable Minister of
Pablic Works be pleased to state whether in the newly proposed electorsl
circles of the Distriet Board, Rohtak, the Hindu Rajpat zails of Pataudh
and Kutani, which previously formed one constituency, have been sepa-
rated into two : if so, the considerations or reasons which led to the sepa-
rating of this constituency into two separate constituencies ?

The Honourable Nawabzada Major Malik Khizar Hayat Khan
Tiwana : 1 must remind the honourable member that it is not the practice
of Government to disclose the recommendations of its subordinate officera.
The question of the re-arrangement of distriet board electoral cirelesin
Rohtak is being considered, and I shall keep in mind the point raised by the

_honourable member.

YERNACULAR TEACHERS BELONGING TO SCHEDULBD CASTE IN
AMBALA DIVISION.

705. Chaudhri Prem Singh : Will the Homourable Minister for
Education be pleased to state the number of vernacular teachers belonging
to the scheduled castes employed so far in the Government schools of Ambala
division with the dates of their employment and also of confirmation of
sach of the #aid teachers in Government service ?

_ The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : A statement giving the roquired
-information is laid on the table.

Statement.
Date of employment )
Number of temohers, ‘i Gevornment Bate of confinmation.
. setvioe.
Qe .. .. vo | 24tis Juae 1036 .. .. | 24th Jone 1937,
Omo .. - .. {" 11th Janvary 1939 .. | 1s stili on probation.
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SOHOLARBHIPS AWARDED T0 SCREDULED CASTES STUDENTS OUT OF
SiLver JurnEr Fusp.

706. ' Chaudhri Prem Singh: Will the Honourable Minister for
Education be pleased to state the number of scholarships awarded so far
to students belonging to the seheduled ecastos in the Axnbala division which
were sanctioned for them ont of the Silver Jubilee Fund ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : Two.

ADMISSTON OF SCHEDULED CASTES STUDENTS To J. V. anp 8. V.
CLASSES IN AMBALA DIVISION. '

707. Chaudhni Prema Singh : Will the Honourable Minister of Edu-
cation be pleased to state the number of applicants belonging to the schedul-
ed castes for admission and the number of them admitted in the year 1988
i the J. V. and 8. V. closses of different normal schools of (he Ambala
divigion ? .

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye ::

Clxss. Number of applicants be- Number of soheduled castos.
longing io the soheduled admiited.
castes for admission.
JV . 3 3
3V .. 1 ..

GraNT ¢ EXTENsION To Mre. J. W. Thomas, Privcrpar, Hamny
CorLLEGR or CoMMERCE.

708. Dr. Satyapal : Wil the Honourable Minister for Fducation -
be pleased to state—

() whether it is a fact that it is intended to grant one year's further
extension to Mr. J. W. Thomas, Principal, Hailey College
of Commerce ; if so, the grounds for this proposed exten-
gion ;

(0) how much additional gratuity will be earned if the proposed
extension is granted to him ;

(¢) whether competent indians possessing much higher qualifica-
tions than Mr. Thomas are available to fill the post ?

The Honourable Mian Abdul Haye : (z) Governmient have no in-
formation.

(d) Mr. J. W. Thomas, Principal, Hailey College of Commerce, will not
be entitled to any gratuity at all even if one year’s further extension ig
granted.

(¢y Govermment have no information.

REPRESENTATION or INDIaN CHBIsTIANS IN POLICE DEPARTMENT.

709. Diwan Babadur S.P. Singha: Wil the Honourable Premjex-
be pleased io state— '

(a) whether any instructions have been issued to the Inspector-
General or the Doputy Inspectors-General of Police, Punjab,
to encourage the recruitment of Indian Christians in the
Police Dspartment ;
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{6) the number of Indian Christians who applied for the post of
Agsigtant Bub-Inspectors in the Central Range in response -
to the advertisemnent for selection to be made in the year-
1989 : '

{¢} the number of such applicants rejected :
(@) the number of the Christian applicants called for interview ;

{¢) the number of such applicants for the post of Prosecuting Sub--
Tuspector in each range ;

{(fy the number of rejections among them without interview ;
{g) the vumber of Christian Prosecuting Sub-Inspectors now serv..
ing in the provinee?
The Honourable Major Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan : (2) Yes,
) 13.
{¢) 18.
(@ 10. Nine were interviewed by the Buperintendents of Police and”
one by the Selection Board,
(¢) Eastern Range 1.
Central Range 1.
Wentern Range Nil.
() Nsl.
{g) N4l
T may mention that provided funds are voted, eighteen new appoint-
ments of prosecuting eub-inspector will have to be filled shortly, and the -

claims of the Christian community will be carefully concidered in connection
with these, if suitable eandidates are fortheoming.

VEBTERINARY HOsSPITAL aT KassowaL.

710. Sardar Ajit Singh : Will the Henourable Minister of Develop- -
ment be pleased to state—

{a) whether he is aware of the fact that there is no veterinary hos- -
pital at Kassowal which is situated at & distance of 13 miles
from Chichawatni ;

(b) whether he is aware of the fact that there are a civil dispensary,
a gub-post office and a middle school in Chak No. 4f14-L.
Kassowal ;

(¢) whether the Government has recently received several repre-
sentations from the inhabitants of the waga for the opening
of & veterinary hospital there; if so, the action proposed to -
be taken in the matter; if no getion 18 contemplated the
reasons therefor ?

. The Honourable Chaudhyi Sir Chhotu Ram : (z) Kassowal is ten
miles from Chichawatni and not thirtesn. There is no veterinary hospital:
at the place ; but there is an outlying vetertnary dispenzary which ig periodi- -
oally visited by the Veterinary Assistant from Chichawatni.
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{[Minister for Development. |
{b) Yes.

(©) No. Does not arise,

Pundar PosrvoNgduxt oF Dest BraLmarion BrL..

711. Sardar Ajit Simgh : Will the Honourable Minister of
Finanee be pleased to state whether Government is aware of the fact
that due to the introduction of the Punjab Postponement of Debt Reaki-
zation Bill the creditors are rapidly filing suits to get the decroes executed
against the dohtors: if s0. the steps (fovernment propose to take in the
matter ?

The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal : Government have not yet seen
the figures of institutions for the last quarter of 1988, but donbt whether they
will be found to bear out this suggestion.

Lower Barr Doap Canan Conowy.

712. Saxdur Ajit Singh : Will the Honourable Mirister of Revenue
be pleased to state—

{2) whether he is aware of the fact that Chak No. 67/12-L, in the
Lower Bari Doab Canal Colony, district Montgomery, suffersd
heavily last year owing to insufficient water supply ;

() whether he is aware of the fact that becanse of this shortage of

water supply the rals cultivation has heen rendered to one-
fourth of the normal ;

(¢) whether the residents of this chak have sent several tolegrams
and representations to this effect to the higher suthoritios :
if so, the action taken on them ;

{d) the reasons for this shertage of water supply :

(¢} whether any previous grantees migrated from this chak ; it so,
the reasonsg therefor ;

(f) what action, if any, Government propose to take to redress the
grievanges of the residents of the above-named cohak in this
connection 7

The Honourable Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia : The honourabie
~member is reforred to the reply given to Assembly question No. *4064!
. raised by Munshi Hari Lal,

s —

DEMAKXDS FOR GRANTS.
(FENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

Minister for Finance (The Honourable Mr. Manohar Lal) : Sir, T beg
- to move—

That a sum ot exceeding Re. 93,03,400 be granted to the Governor to defray the

charges that will eome in course of payment for the year ending Slat Marc
1840, in respect of Gonoral Administration, ding B,

1Puge 132 anie,



GBNBRAL ADMINISTRATION. 349

Myr. Speaker : Motion moved—

That o num not exoseding Rs, 88,03,400 b graated to the Governor so defrag tho oharmet
- that will come in course of ntﬁnrﬂw-m_m
3 p oM _ 3lst March. 1940, in reapect of Genara) Administeation.

Mian Mubammad Nurullah : Op a point of order, Sir. I went to
enquire a8 to who bas seltled the question of demands that are to be dingus-
sed during this budget session ? I want to know why demands Nos. | to 9
have been omitted.

Mr. Speaker : The Honourable Minister for Finance is entitled to
move any demand he likes. _

Mian Muhat:;mad Nurullah : There is a second point of order. I have
before me a notice dated the 14th of March 1989 wherein it is atatod that
General Administration is the demand that would be first taken up and dia-
cussed. T think the demands to be taken up shonld be decided on the day
the financial stetement is read in this House so that members of the House
may get proper time to give notices of amendments, The position, at
pregent is that we, the members, give notices of amendments to all the de-
mendsbut at the end of a fow days, before the actual diseussion takes place,
we come (0 know that eertain demmands are not going fo be discunssed and
other demands aze going o be discussed. . _

Mr. Speaker : According to parliamentary practice, the Finance
Minister is quite in order in moving any demand he likes. But T under-
stand that some arrangerpent has been arrived at between the Leader of the
Opposition axid the Leader of the Honse.

Mian Mohammead Nurulluh : Why is the central blec ignored ?
Woe should be consulted.

-
-

Premier : My honourable iriend ought to know by now that there is
wach & thing as parlismentary convention and the convention which we set
up in this House from the very beginning, i.e., 1987, is that in consuhation
with the Leader of the Opposition we decide upon certain demands which
the Honse should take up for discusgion. I am sorry to say that my hon-
ourgble friend does not como in either category. He does not como in the -
category of the Opposition—if he does he mnaturally wonld support his
leaders, but if he does not come in that category it is not my fank—or in
apy other category. The convention is that it is only the Opposition—His
Majesty’s Opposition—that has to be consulted and not the heterogeneous
groups that sitin between.

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri : Thai is 2 very bad conventio®
that an ordinary member has not any say in the matter of discusgion of the
budget. There may be more parties than two in tho House and if a conven-
tion like that is set up that two partice between themselves can settle what
they ought to-do or ought not to do, then it is & very serions interference with
the rights of honourable members of this House. _ o

Mr., Spuhr : For which party is the homourable memwber spesking ¢

' Rai Bahadur My, Mukand Lal Puri : I am speaking for the
pendent Pmy' ) . - B Co. ERRE

Premier : Apparently the henourable member.is . vary -bugy Jawyes
and he bas not-the time to read the rule, bat I might inform him that it is

D
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entirely v:!'ithin my discretion to settle the business of the grants and the
order in which the grants are to be taken up. As a matter of courtesy and
in pursusnce of the convention which we seb up, 1 consulted the Leader of the
Opposition, otherwise it is entirely within my right to put up any grant which
I want to. I refer the honourable member to Rule 133 which says—

The demands for grants shall be atranged in such order as the Leader of the Home
may intimote.

I have got the fullest possible authority but, as 1 have said, we wanted
to seb up & convention identieal to that in the British Houses of Parliament
and 1 invariably consult my friend, the Leader of the Opposition, before
deciding as to what grants ahould be taken up. But I cannot possibly give
an undertaking to consult every member or every group in this House. It
is only the Leader of the Opposition whom I can consult.

Rai Bahadur Mr. Mukand Lal Puri : But the Honourable Leader of
the House has arranged the demands in o particular faghion. Whai is the
venson for departing from the usual arrangement 2 We are certainly deprived
of our right to give notices of amendments. They should not be arranged
in this particular fashion.

Premier : My honourable friend did not follow me when T read the rule
which says—

Jn eush order as the Leader of the House may intimate, * o

I bave intimated to the Secretary that they should be arranged in this
manner 50 far ag they are to be discussed and they should be on the agenda.,

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I say one word in regard to what the
Honourable Premier hag said. He is perfectly correot in regard to what he
has stated to the House. It was in pursuance of the convention which was
adopted in the very beginning of the life of this Assembly that this procedure
was put into effect. There is no such thing here as a Finance Bill, There-
fore, it was necessary o adopt some method of providing general and de-
tailod discussion of the budget on any one particalar motion. The Honour-
able the Leader of the House consulis, as usnal, the Leader of the Opposition
in regard to the particular notion which is sought to be discussed in this
manner and this year it so happens that No. 10, Gteneral Administration,
has been chosen and I do not think any honourable memberx gshonld have
any complaint in rogard to the method that has been adopted which is in
the interest of every one in this House and not necessarily in the " interest
only of the official opposition. (Hear, hear.)

M. Speaker : For the information of the honourable member, 1 may
quote the following three lines from May's Parliamentary Practice, page
580 « Motions for & granb may be =ubmitted to the Committe: in the order selectad by

the mover without regerd to the order and arrangement of the sstimates, *
1 remember to have ruled some years ago that strictly speaking it is for the
Qpposition t0 seloct the demands which it would like to discuss. Aoccor-
ding to our Rule 188 the demands for grants are to be arrenged in such
order as the Leader of the House may intimate ; but this is not oconsigtent

with Partismentary practice and my ruling. ,
" Minister for Finance : T have already moved Demand No. 10.



Ficonomic ur&d sogiab condibions Uf Scheduled castes.

* Lala l-lm Das (Lya.llpur and J hang Reserved Beat, Rural) (Urdu}
Blr, I bog to move—

That the item of Ra. 92,900 on account of Total Ministers (Voted) be reduced by
Re. 1.

I move this cut in order to discuss the general indiffereace of Govern-
‘ment in improving the economic and soecial condition of the scheduled castos
throughout the Provinee. As eompared with other provinces the condition
-0f the scheduled castes in the Punjab is going from bad to worse. (Interrup-

tions.) I know that the honourable members over there do not like to hear
such remarks about their Government. In this connection I do subit that
‘the treatment that is meted fo them in other provinces is not better than that
-of the Punjab but this does not mean that they are content with their
present lot. T can claim that sinee the inauguration of the ‘provingial
-autonomy the condition of the scheduled castes has become all the more
pitiable in this province. In all other provinces their condition is improving
-ovory day and they are well on the way to social progress. But I regret to
say that here in the Punjab they are going backwards and all the doors of

_ improving their lives have boeen shat against them. (Hear, kear). (Premier :
Migrate to other provinees.) (Laughler). Sir,” the Honourable
Premier is suggesiing that tho schedmled casfes with all their
population of 40 lakhs should migrate to other provinces. I submit that
this is the menfality of the Government. Lregret to say that by
saying these words the Honouwrable Premier is not acting in a respongnble
manner. May T know whether such remarks befit the exalted position he
is holding ? I am definitely of the opimion that thers is not a single nation
m the world which is hemg treated like the schedualed castes of the Punjab.
Before | try to throw a flood of light on the treatment that is being meted
-out t0 us, I would like to say a few words as regards the work that is being
done by our Government towards the welfars of the untouchables. A few
-days ago & communiqué was issued by the Punjab Government that it ‘was
doing & lot towards the upliftment of the scheduled castes. 1 do not propose
to go into the details of the so-called achievements of this Governmens
but I would like to point out that if it looks to the doings of the Mysore Gov-
ernment it would find that that Government has done a lot fowards the
welfare of these backward classes. It has provided facilities to the scheduled
-castes in the matter of education, houses and other things. Our Government
should take a lesson from that Government. In addition to this that
@overnment has provided lands free of cost to them for the purposes of agri-
cultare. On the other hand in the Punjab these backward classes have nob
-even & patch of land for sebting up their hearth. Alithareligious recognize this
principle that when a child is born God says, ** O thou son of man I have
-oreated thee and the Barth and the Heavens and Air s0 that thou should go
and live in the world and derive benefit out of them.” ~ But it is a curious
ching that here in the Panjab the whole land is in the posssssion of my
friends the iandlords 'and the poor untouchablos cannot even claim thoir
very hearth as their own. May 1 kmow whether it is justified that when an
-Acchut is bore he should not be given even sufficient room to ‘hide his heal

o2



362 PUNJAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [ 1818 MarcH,1889.

[Lele Harnam Pas.] :

in® Can he in the presence of God claim that Heaven and Earth wexe creat-
od for him in the Pupjab? Thank God they have control over the. earth
only. Had they been given control over the air, surely they would have
deprived us of that amenity of life as well. No wouder in that care we would
have surely died. (Hear, hoor).

Sir, the Honourable Premier has just now left the House. I am constrained.
to rerark that he does not oven like to hear oux tale of woes, Besides it
has been, said that the system of begar has been put an end to in the Punjeb.
This CGlovexrnment issnes eoNmuniqué after communiqué saying that the
taking of begar is totally prohibited in the Punjab. This is not correct.
Ten if we compare their present life to the so-called life of serfdom, we wonld
find that their condition then was much better than that of to-day. (Hear,
hear) When the slave trade was at its height and the slaves were actually
bought, and sold like chattels, even then their condition was much beter.
At that time the owners of the slaves, whether they bought them for Re. 1,000
or Re. 500, were responsible for providing all the necessities of life to them.
Not only were they responsible to provide victuals to them but they had also-
to look after their health and clothing as well. But in the Punjab our con-
dition is quite the reverse. Many of my honoursble friends must have seen
that these backward classes in the Punjab are forced to do begar. Weights
of 1} or 2 mannds are placed on their heads and in the hot season of the year
they are made to walk 8 to 15 miles a day. In this way they are compelled
to do this forced. labour. Besides, I may point out that the officers who exacl
begar from. those people treat them very badly. They themselves sit in a room
and 8 cooly draws the fan, but for the poor untouchables, not to speak of
cold waber, there is not even a shady placo to sit or lie down. 'The honour-
able members are aware of the fact that in the hot season the sun shimes
fiercely and. it s very difficnit even to stand for o minute in the sun. In
soh 9 hot season these foxced labourers pass their day in the shade of some
nearby wall. In short their condition is pitiable indeed. In this connec-
tion I may submit that a deputation of the schednled casie members of the
Kangra district waited on the Honourable Premier at Simla. They stated
their grievances before him and also told him that other facillies were not
provided to them. In support of their grievances they guoted many
instances as well, DBub 1 am soxry to say that mnothing has been dome in
this connection. 1 may submit that their eondition is so bad that they are
made to cmiadecomposed dead bodies which Liave been lying for 13 or 20
days. They have preferred death to the carrying of those putrified dead
bodies. In this connection I may alse point out that these people are receiv-
ing very bad treatmeni from the Government. Their women folk are in-
sulted snd are exposed to all sorts of indignities. They have been treated
s0 badly that they have even forgotfen what insults ard indignities arze.
T§ the Government wished, it could have removed their troubles and could
have helped them in every possible way. But it is » pity that Government
s, not propared, to do anything for them. It simply gives verbal promises
but does, not fulfil them. You may ascertain it from Chaudhri Sir Chhotu
Ram, When 1uen of his position. are starving due to the famine conditions
o, Hissar and Robtak districts, you can very well imagine what mnst be the-
lot of the poor Achhuts (latghter). You Iaugh as if it gives you pleasure:
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(An honourable member: It is sn obsession]). You think that we ave

mad. No, you sre mistaken and if we appear to be mad it is- because the
miserable plight of the Achhuts has made s se. - It is an irony of fate that
while relief is being granted to the people in the famine-siricken areas, the
Achhuts who deserve as much relief as any other class of people, are being
burdoned with professional tax and sueh other taxes. You will have learnt
-that in the Ludhisna district great injustics has been done to the Achkuts.
The profesional tax imposed upon ther there has been realised by the nse
-of force inagmuch as those who could not pay the same were handenffod and
i the case of others their houses were broken open for the realisation of the
$ax. 1 may here say that telegrams were sent by these Achhubs to my
honourable friend Sardar Gopal Singh Khalsa but these had no effect upon
him as he did not move even his little finger to do snything for his
volers. But he was also helpless as he was tied down by another and a
bigger handouff of hiz salary of Re. 250.

- T ask whether in these circumsiances anyone will have the hardibood
-%o say that anything ig-being done for the amelioration of the condition of
the Achhuts. I am sure thet none will say that. The Honourable Premier
‘will remember that while presiding over the Zamindara Conference aé
Eyallpur, he got a resolution oarried by that conference that something
must ke done for the soeial uplift of the Achhuts. But it appears that he
-also possesses a eonvenient memory and he has thonght fit to forget what he
‘promiged on that oseasion and we now feel inclined. to think that it was ail
lip sympathy that he expressed at that time for the Achhuis. I have,
therafore, no choice but to say that the Unionist Government has not
-dome o bit for-the good of the -Achhuts and it reguires no proof to eonvinoee
‘anyone. If in spite of it, the Unioniste were to claim that they have done
-any good to the Achhuts, it will be merely to deceive the world outside.
Lthink I will not be disclosing any secret if I say that at the time we were
persuaded to join the Unionist Party, we were promised big things. Buat
.adl those promises appear to have been forgotten after such a short tims,
How & poet has described the oceasion like this in his verse is: _
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‘This tale of woe and misery is a pretty long one and T do nokt mow where
‘t¢end it.-  Phe Housé will be surprised to’learn that -only: revently when we
‘the representatives of tho Ackhuts waited upon’ the Honotirabis Promisr
-aitd talked o hitir of the'misory of the Ackitiuts, he gave us 4 very discoursging
T8ply. Instead of giving ée'a patient hearing and applauding us, ae-it ‘wes
tis duty to do as the Promier of ‘the provinoe for coming to him tplesd a
noble'eause, tie disndisset us by saying that we woualdidono good to-theoa
:i’reﬁtmg in detdil tiie safférings of the Ackitiuts: snd: thareby ‘axhadsting
By putionne. It appusred Yo'us' that ke did not like-to henr what:we hiad
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10 hear the wooful tale of the Achhuts and this has reminded me of. what &
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fo say bevause he was pleased to remind us that the child which weeps too-
mueh is thrown out of the lap by the mother. But he forgot when he said
this that a child which is suffering from palsy is never thrown out of the Jap by
the mother even if it continues to weep and cry for a very long time and even
ancensingly beeauss it is sure to die if it is thrown out in $hat condition..
1t is a pity that we the Achbuts who are suffering from that malady are not
being administered any remedy at once. Perhaps it will be after a period
-of fifty years that we shall be Jooked after.

Our Government is never tired of making announcements in the papers
and on the platforms that it is opening the doors of gervice to the Achhuts.
But 1 have fo say with some regret that it has not done so far what it
ought to have done for the Achkhuts. The Achhuts in the Punjab are 40
lakhs in number, but the number of those among them who have been
‘offered appointments under the Government can be counted upon fingers'’
ends. Last year in thiz very month it was announced that thirty Achhuts
would be recrnited as police constables, but so far only ten such posts have
‘been given to the Achhuts. Some of us have been favoured with posts
in gther departments also, but their number does not exceed two or three.
‘Phis is all that has come to the share of the Achhuts who are as many as
forty lakhs in number. In the last two years only two Achhuts have been
recruited as clerks and I say with a feeling of gratitude that the Honourable:
Minigter for Edueation and not the Government has been kind enough to-
“appoint an Achhut who is an M.A., B.T. esa teacher though on a salary
of only Rs. 60 2 month. I have also to say that whenever an application
is submitéed by or on behalf of an Achhut for a responsible post under the-
Government, the usual reply comes that the applicant is not it for'the posts
1 ask if B.As., M.As. and B.A., 8. A.-Vs. are not fit for responsible positions,.
who are then fit for these posts and what other criterion is there to judge
the fitness of a candidate ? Does the Government want that big bellied
persons or thin and lean men or tall and stout persons or men with long
‘Barras should apply for such posts? (Loughler.) At this time seleotion is-
heing made to fill the posts of the tahsildars, but 1 know it for a faet that the
-claims of the Achhuts have not been considered for these posts. Of course
an Achhut has been selected for the post of a sub-judge, but be is yei to be
appointed and it will be nothing strange it offorts are made by the Unionist
Government while in power to get him declared unfit for service in the madical
examination. (Laughier) Sir, justice demands that the TUnionist Govern-
ment should not remain for long in power because we find that every other
Government in this country has reserved not less than one lakh of rupees
for the uplift of the Achhuts while this Government bas made no sach
provisi